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Modern Hiftory: 

BEING A 

CONTINUATION 

OF THE 

Univerfal Hiftory. 


Ilijlory of the German Empire. 
CHAP. I. 

Containing the Hiftory of Germany, from the EkSIioU 
of Conrad, to the Succejfion of Otho. 

INTRODUCTION. 

W E have, in the Antient Hiftory, traced the gra ' 
dual decline of the Weftern empire, which, after 
having been weakened by divifions and intcftinc 
broils, was deluged by an inundation of fierce 
and warlike nations, who have likewife been deferibed un- 
der the names of Memans^ Gepida, Franks^ Suevi^ Heridi^ 
Burgiiftdy, drr. Wc have feen how Odcaccr^ king of the 
HeruH, made fuch .'i fuccefsful expedition into Italy ^ that 
the emperor Ju^JvJJi^duSy being in no condition to p:3,akc head 
agaUftJ hiin^j5C\.. (;bligcd to fubmit, aiH^his refiguation put 
an end to the^G^^pire in the Weft./ The luruli were 
foot! expelled the Oftrogoths^ andithefe, in tiiclr turn, 
tuMueeJ.-by JuJliman^ who fc-Wiil^ this province to the 
Mod. Hist. VoL. XXIX. ^ B Eaft 
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Eallern empire ; but the popes found means to obtain the 
temporal, as well as fpiritiial, jurifdi^iion over a confidera- 
ble part of it, while the reft was crewed into a kingdom 
by the Lombards^ who were very troublefome neighberors to 
the pontifs, and at length befieged Adrian I. in his capitaf. 
In this emergency he had rccourfe to Charlemagne, who 
came to his relief with a powerful army, defeated Defiderins, 
and caufed hhnfelf to be crowned king of Lombardy* I'hc 
pope, in order to exprefs his gratinade to that' vi 61 -orious 
'monarch, and feciire the protection of fnch a powerful ally, 
did, with the confent of the Rwnan people, declare him em- 
peior, and dignified his dominions with the appellation of 
the new Weflern empire, after he had agreed that the pon- 
tffs fhould rcfide in Rome, while lie himfelf flioiild choofe 
his refidence on the other fide of the Afps^ where he might 
be nearer the center of his territories. 


fhf> limits 
of Ger- 
many ; 


its di*vi* 
Joni 


Thus Germany became the feat of the Weflern empire; 
the hilloi'y of which it is now our purpofe to difplay : but, 
before we proceed to a detail of the events which compofe it, 
the reader will, doubtlefs, be pleafed to find fome general 
account of this great body, in a fummary flcetch of that 
conffitution by which itfubfifls; xh?t, from fnch previous 
information, he may concerve a difVmft idea of the politics 
which actuated particular fiates, as wxW as the motives that 
influenced the refolutions and coiiduCt of the community. 

Germany is at prefent bo-unded on north by the Baltic 
fca, Denmark, and the German ocean ; on the fouth by Italy 
and the S-Joifs ; on the eafl: by PrnJJia, Hungary, and Poland ; 
and on the weft by the Low Countries, Lorraine, and Tranche 
Coinptc\ fo that it comprehends the Palatinate, Cologn, Triers 
and Liege, wliich formerly belonged to the Gauls, and is dif- 
membered of Friezland, Groningen, and Overyjfel, which 
are now incorporated with the Low Countries. 

Since tlie reign of 0?arlemagne, this country is divided 
into High and Low Germany : the firft, towards the fouth, 
comprehending the Palatinate of the Rhine, Franconia, 
Suabia, Bavtiria, Bohemia, Bloruvia, Aujls'ia, Carinthia, 
Carniola, Stiria, Tyrol, the Sxvifs, and the Grifons ; while* 
the prO'Vinces of Lower Germany towards the north confifl 
of the Low Country of the Rhine, Triers, Cologn, Mentz, 
Wefiphaha, HeJJe, Brun/kvic, Mifnia, IXfatia, High Saxony 
upon the Elbe, Lqw Saxony upon the Elbe, Blecklenburg, 
lumenburg, Brandet}burg, Blagdehurg, and PF u 

Germany is likex ife diftinguiflied by thofe countries that 
border upon the Rhh «*, t\\Q Damibe, the Oder, the Elbe^ mid 
the IVe/cr-, and, tliiriL’y> divided into certain gencrali- 
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ties or large provinces, called circles, comprebeadIng the 
princes, prelates, counts, and cities, which, on account of 
their ncarnefs to e^ich other, may conveniently affenjble about 
their common affiirs'l Under this appellation the members 
of the empire were divided by Maximilian I. into ilx parts, 
namely, Franconia^ Bavaria, Siiahia, the circle of the Rhine, 
Wcjiphalia, and Lower Saxony : he afterwai-ds added thofe 
of Aujiria^ Burgundy, tlie Lower Rhine, and High Saxony ; 
fo that tlic number was augmented to ten, and confirmed in 
the reign of Charles V, 

Each circle is provided with dirccTtors and a colonel; the 
lirll being invefted with the power of convoking the general 
afiembly of the ftates belonging to the circle, and of regu- 
lating its public afrliirs, while the colonel is intruded with 
the command of the foldicrs, and the care of the artillery 
and munitions of war. 

As all the iaembeis mufi: contribute for the occafions of 
the empire, each circle is taxed for the fupport of the troops 
and other public necefiities, at the rate of fo many horfe an<J 
foot, or a certain monthly fum, difiinguifiied by the name 
of Roman months ; an appellation derived from the firft ufc 
of chat tax, which was levied for the fupport of 20,000 foot 
and 4000 horfe, to accompany the emperor in his journey 
to Rome ; and thofe who could not furnifli foldiers, paid a 
monthly equivalent in money. 

Th e circle of Aujiria, of which the emperor, as archduke, 
is direffor, comprehends all the provinces depending upon 
the empire, which are pofieljed by the houfe of Auftria; for 
the kingdoms of Hungary and Bohemia, together with feve- 
ral other ftates, which they poflefs independent of the em- 
pire, are not comprifed in this circle. 

The circle of Bavaria, fo called, bccaufe that duchy con- 
ftitutes the principal part of it, includes fevcral other inde- 
pendent ftates ; the eleftor, as duke of Bavaria, and the 
ai'chbifiiop of Saltzhurg, being the direftors. 

The circle of Suabia, which, more tlran arty other, a- 
bounds with imperial towns, has for direftors the bifhop of 
Conftance and the duke of Wirt ember g. 

Those of the circle of Franconia, denominated from the 
province of mat name, arc the billiop of Bamberg ai^thc 
margrave of Ha^lth, or Culmbach, who pofiefies the t?ur- 
graviatc off^us^mburg. . ^ 

ThiriL'ilCie of Upper Saxony is i^^er the foie dirc^lor- 
fliip of the ej^tor ; but as for that it Low Saxony, which is 
*t>ne oj; the moft confiderable circles In Germany, the king of 
Sweden, as duke of Bti.mcn, CftHa elector of Brandenburg, 

FA iis 
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as duke of Magdeburg^ arc alternately con-direflors with 
the eldeft of the dukes of Bnwf ivick and Lunenburg. 

The circle oS. WeJiphalLi produces fuch plenty of men and 
horfe fit for fervice, that, in time of war, the flates of this 
province choofe to furnifli their proportion rather in thofc# 
than in money: their directors being the eleflor of Bran- 
denhitrg and duke of Ncuhoiirg^ with the bifhop of Mun- 
Jlcr {ii). 

The circle of the Lower Rhine, which is alfo called the 
circle of the lour elc^iors, beraufe it includes the three cc* 
rlcfiailic ele<n:ors, and the Palatinate fituated upon the Rhine, 
has for direflors the elediors of Mentz and Palatine.^ while 
thofe of the Higher or Upper Rhine are the bifhop of Worms 
and elector Palatine, as having fuccceded to the duchy of 
Simmeren, tho* the firfl pretends to be foie dire( 5 Vor. 

As for the circle of Burgundy, which takes its name from 
that province, now difmembered from the empire, and be- 
longing to the king of France, it was formerly under the 
dire^lorfliip and fovcrelgnty of the king of Spain, and com- 
prehended not only High Burgundy, or Franrhc Compte, but 
likewife the feventcen provinces of the Low Countries, which 
in the reign of Charles V. were received as members of the 
empire, independent indeed of the imperial chamber with 
refpe^f to jiifticc, bnt fiihje^t to pay as much as is levied 
from two elc6fors, in cafe of a war againfl the Turk? : how- 
ever, this contribution \vas never raifed; and is now intirely * 
omitted in the rolls of the contingencies of the empire, Ex- 
clulive of tills circle, therefore, the contributions for a Ro- 
man month, paid by all the others, amount to 2419 horfe- 
men, and 12,400 foot foldiers ; or, in monet^ to 75,840 
florins ; and this tax is augniciited double, triple, and qua- 
druple, according to the number of troops to be raifed, but 
always in proportion to the eflabliflied rates in the book of 
matriculation. 

and that The empire of Germany is a body, of which tlie emperor 
fif the is the head, and the flates arc the members. Thcfe flares 
Jiates. arc divided into three dalles, namely, the college of deefors, 
the college of ecclefiaftic and fecular princes, and that of 
the imperial towns, which are admitted into the diets or 
general allemblies. 

(A) The eleftor and dake the counties and 

arc direflors of this cii^ie, as Ra*vct^erg, with ihc 

being polTcBed of the dVhics lordlbip of 
oi y If her C/evej, and B^'iuc, 

A R- 
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Charlemagne, and his fucceflbrs, pofTcflTed the empire 
by hereditary right; but that race being extinft, the princes 
aflembled, cltditA Conrady and afterwards 
who was fuccceded by Otho^ furnamed the Create after 
whom the emperors enjoyed their dignities by fucceffion, 
though the ednfent of the people was iieceiTary, touching 
the capacity of him upon whom the empire devolved. This 
cuftom continued till the leign of Henry IV. who gave oc- 
cl^fion tp the conftiruiion which regulates the elcftions of the 
emperors, and by virtue of which he hinil'eif was afterwards ^ 
depofed. The confufion which necelUnily attended 
electU)!!, on account of tl'c great number of princes, 
and fovereigns, who had a right to vote, induced them to fjj^, 
transfer that power to feven chiefs, whom they denominated rcr, 
ele<fi:ors, and who w'^ere afterwards confirmed as fuch in the 
reign bV Charles IV. by an ordonnance called a golden bull^ 
which regulates the form of the eleeflion, and the power qf 
thofe debtors, which is now hereditarily annexed to certain 
ftates of the empire. 

Before CkaAnnagney and a long time after his reign, the 
empire was altogether monarchical, through the whole extent 
of its dominionc, both in Germany and Italy \ but [mctFred(^* 
ric If. the elc(fl:ors and princes have iiifenfibly acquired cer- 
tain rights, to which they did not formerly pretend; fa that 
the government Is become monarchical, and partly ariftocra- 
tical ; for there are certain prerogatives which the emperor 
enjoys by his foie power and imperial authority; while in 
other affairs he muft have juecoiirfc to the voice, and follicit 
the confent, of the princes*and ele6fors, and even of all the 
ftates of the empire, in confequence of a folemn capitulation 
which he figns at his ele<ftion. He affumes all the marks of 
the antient emperors of the Weft, with titles of feni’ 
per Augujius^ C(vfary and facred 7 iujjejly. His Cfowu is tyandpre- 
clofed above and fnrmonntcd with a globe, which is the rogati^ts^ 
fymbol of nniverfal monarchy, and the Chriftian pi lnces al- 
low him the firft rank, on account of his digiuty ; he con- 
vokes* and difmifics the diets and other imperial affemblies. 
having a right to authorize their refolutions, which are af- 
terwards publifhed and executed in his name : he confirms 
thc*allianc(V? and treaties which have been made by their 
predccefforsYor the welfare of the empire : he alone enjoys the 
benefit of \v^r>is called the firft prayers, that is, the right 
of .filling firft canonHup,. oirany other dignity, in 

the cruhcc^^aiid collegiaie churchc^f as well asjn the abbies, 
of the empirf, that fhall be vacan /after his coronation : he 
‘ ueatc^ and confers all the ot^r Secular dignities, fuch as 

'V 3 / kiog. 
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king, prince, archduke, duke, marquis, landgrave, count, 
and baron. To him alone belongs the power of bellowing 
the great fiefs of the empire, the invefiiture of which he 
gives to the ecelefiaftical princes by the feeptfe, and to 
the fecolnr by tlie ftandard or fword : he receives the oath 
of allegiance from the cicftors, princes, and all the 
members of the empire; and all the dominions which di- 
volve to the empire, by forfeiture or otheruife, are intirely 
at his difpofal : he grants pardons and remiflions, inflitutes 
or confirms univerfities and academies, and poflelTes other 
prerogatives, which are marks of fovereignty. But he is 
His re- obliged to confult the ele<fl(Jrs, before he can alienate or mort- 
jh'Uliom ; gage the efiefls of the empire, grant the privilege of coining 
money, or confifeate theeftares of rebels. The general con- 
fen t of all the eflutes is neceffary in regulating the affairs of 
religion, in making or annulling laws, fixing the yalue of 
money, proclaiming war within or without the empire, im- 
poling fubfidies or general contributions, raifing troops, 
building new fortreffes, or putting garrifons in the old, and 
in making treaties and alliances. Neverthelefs, if the affair 
is prefTing, no more than the confent of the eleftors is re- 
quired ; and in truces or ceffation of arms, the authority of 
the emperor is fiifficient. To thefe reftriilions he fubjefts 
himfelf by a capitulation made at his eleftion, which is a 
contraft between him and the eleftors and princes in- 
troduced fince the reign of Charles V. before which time, 
the ordinary conftitiitions of the empire ferved in lieu of this 
capitulation. In the abfence of the emperor, the fovcrcign 
ku fubjli* power devolves to the king of the Romans y as perpetual vi^ 
tines. qP empire; but in default of the emperor and king 

of the Romans, the airthorily is transferred to the two vicars 
of the empire in Germany, namely, the cletflor of 'Bavaria, 
and palatine of the Rhine (for the right is contefted), and 
the eleftor of Saxony, who each, in his own extend of prin- 
cipality, exercife the fame fu.nftions in all things, except the 
grand fiefs, called the fiefs of the feeptre and the fword, 

^ which can be jb^llpwed by none but the emperor. 

Rc^jenue. domain polieffed as emperor, and the revenues which 

he draws from the empire for the fupport of his imperial 
dignity, have been formerly very confiderable ; but at*pre- 
fent are fo much reduced, as to be altogethe:* infufficient 
10 maihtain the pofts of the empire ; fo far. a they from 
being ^ble to fnpporc his dignity, or the fub- 

fiflencft of his troops. iTherc is not one town b- to 
him as empeOpr-, and liT»cafe the Germans fi'ouid eleft a 
prince lieftitute of heredl^ry dominions, the city of Bamberg* 

would 
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would be aiEghed to him as the place of his habitation^ and 
the biftiop in that cafe be obliged to retire to P'^ilkc, The 
emperor's revenue con lifts in aids, which are called Romm 
months^ paid by the ftates and members of the empire, in 
fome other fubfidies from the imperial towns, which amount 
to about 40,000 livres a year, in taxes of the chancery, and 
exadfions from the Jews^ diftinguilhed by the name of 
lation money. 

Besides the Aulic council, which ftiall afterwards be men- (oun* 
tioned, there are three others eftabliftied for difpatching the cUs. 
affairs of the empire. The firft is the council of ftate, com- 
pofed of a prefident and foui: and twenty counfellors, who 
are prllices or counts of the empire, and other confiderabte 
noblemen, and ten fecretaries for expediting letters and de«» 
crees. The fecond is that of the finances, compofed of two* 
preiideats, one director, with fourteen afleflbrs, and fix fe- 
cretaries. The third is the imperial council of war, confift- 
iiig of two piefidcnis, who are generals, and feveh counfcl- 
lors, who are camp-mar(hals, major-generals, and colonels, 
with an auditor-general, regifters, and fecretaries. The title 
of king of the Romans^ as it is at prefeni underftood, was 
altogether unknown in the time of the firft emperors, who 
were aftually fovereign princes of the city of Rome.. Charle* 
ma^ne having deftined the fucceffion of the empire to his 
eldeft fon, beftowed upon him the quality of king of itafy^ 
a title which hevjis the Debonair and Lotharius I. likewife 
conferred upon their prefumptive heirs; an appellation equi- 
valent to that of Cafar among the antient emperors, and to 
that of king of the Romans in its prefent fignification. This 
laft title began to be in ufe’ about the tenth century, when 
it Was fuppofed that the pope had the foie right of, cre- 
ating the emperor. Accordingly many emperors contented 
themfelves with this appellation, until tliey were aftually 
crowned at Rome ; and in this fenfe we muft underftand 
the fecond chapter of the golden bull, which, fpeaking of 
the eleftion of a king of the Romans^ mentions him only n? 
a fuccellbr in the empire, who could not be qualified as em- 
peror till after his coronation by the pope* 

At prefent, the king of the Romans is he who is cfaofen 
by the prints eleftors, during the emperor’s life, to con- 
dudl the.affi Jrs of Germany in the emperor’s abfence, as vi- Ro, 
car-general o\ the empire, and to fucceed him on the imperial mans, 
throne ai without any other deflion or confirma- 

lioiK 3. < 5 J][^an expedient ufed b’/the emperor, when he 
wants to { fuccejflSon fecured yuring his ogwn life, or is 
-no longer In a condition to manfge the reins of govern- 

J 4/ ment. 
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mcnt. The king of the Romans is not crowned with aa 
imperial, but with an open crown; nor does he receive the 
oath of allegiance, till after the death of the emperor; nor 
is he honoured with the epithet of femper Augujius ; nor 
docs he bear the fpread eagle with two heads ; nor does he 
cxcrcifc any power in the empire while the emperor is thtro 
in perfon, but, in his abfence, commands by virtue of hU 
dignity. 

T/je t-Icc* We have already obferved that there are three colleges 
tora/ ui- empire, a dilVmftion which was ellabliflied in the 

diet of Fra }? ckf or t in the ye^LT 1580. Of thefe, the chief is 
the dcdloral, which originally confiftcd of feven elcftors ; 
an eighth was afterwards added ; and it is at prefent com- 
pofed of nine, in each of whom are united the two qualities 
"of prince of the empire and eleftor. As the firft, he is fove- 
reign in 'the extent of his own dominions, with certain re- 
flriciloiis, which render him dependent upon the emperor 
and empire. As cleftor, he has a right to elcdf the em- 
peror and king of the Romans, and precedes all other 
princes of the empire, not excepting cardinals and kings. 
This college comprehends three archbifiiops and five fecular 
princes ; the firft: are thofe of Mentz, Triers, and Cologn, 
who,' according to the golden bull, are great chancellors of 
the empire; the fecular princes are, the king of Bohemia, 
great cup-bearer ; the duke of Bavaria, great mafter of the 
palace; the duke of Saxony, great marflial ; the margrave 
i . 1 ^ Brandenburg, great chamberlain ; and the coup. t palatine 
of the Rhine, high treafurer. I'he number of elccHors was 
augmented by the emperor Leopold, who erecled the hf)ufe 
of Brunfivick into a ninth decorate, under the title of elec- 
tor of Hanover, on pretence of giving fatisfaiftion to the 
proreftants, who complained that their authority was dimi- 
nifhed, by the palatine electorate’s pailii^g into a catholick 
branch of that family. The fecular electors have both an 
ative and a paflive voice, each having a right to chufe and to 
be chofen emperor; whereas the eccleliallic eledfors can only 
chufe without having any right to be cliofen. The three 
archbilhops muft have attained the age of thirty years, be- 
fore they can obtain that dignity ; but the fecular ele<tor is 
at age at eighteen. During his minority, his oeareft rela- 
tion is appointed as his tutor or adminiftrator, /ind^exercifes 
the eleftoral dignity, maintaining the rank, .and wearing the* 
habit, of an eleftor. . Wc have already that two 

of thefe cleftors arc i'^jrars general of the -^rnich 

they govern upon the d^th or re/ignation c';f uihe emperor, 
whea there is no king Wf Romans* Each exercifes a* 
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feparatc power in the provinces of his jurifdi^Hon 5 except In ' 
the chamber of Spire, the afts of which are figned-by the 
names of both, becaufe there juftice is admiuiftred by all the 
Hates of the empire. Each of thefe fecular cleilorshas 4 
vicar, who performs his office in his abfence ; and thefe, vi- 
cariates are hereditary. The ecclcfiallics acquire their elect 
torate in the manner by which prelacies are obtained ; but 
the feculars acquire it by collation or fucceffioa. Collation 
takes place in default of male iffue legitimate and hick, and 
is fanftioned by the emperor ; who is obliged to complete 
the number of ele<Hors, and confer the vacant, place upon a 
Germo^ prince. The fuccelTion fubfiHs conformable to the 
hlique law, according the right of feniority, being independ- 
ent of all tranhftions, teftaments, and other civil afts, which 
are ufed in other cafes for changing the order of fuccellion, 

Tnii'eledfors have the right of pofTeffing falt-works, and fhepri- 
all forts of mines, in their own eleftorates ; to coin gold and vllt^es $f 
filver money ; to levy the ancient taxes ; to acquire the 
greateft fiefs, in preference to all others, and to be Lnvefted 
gratis ; to refufe compliance with any privilege contrary to 
their own ; to exercife a fuperior and fovereign jurifdifHon 
in their dominions : tho* the vafTals of all the eieftors, ex- 
cept thqfe of Saxo7iy and Brandenburg, have a right to ap- 
peal to the imperial chamber ; but the moft charaiftcrizing 
difi:in6tion of the eleftors is their right of chooling and de- 
pofing the emperor. 

The next college comprehends all the other ^vwict^ifhecalhge 
either fecular, as dukes, margraves, landgraves, burgraves, 
counts, cbc. or ecclefiaftic^ fuch as archbiftxpps, birttops, friwrw. 
abbots, 6c. that immediately hold of the empire, 
who compofe this college, have the right of fitting in thp 
the diets or general afiemblies with a deliberative and decifivc 
voice, and contribute to the neceffities of the empire, aceprding 
to the tax ertabliflied by the matricular book or regifter of the 
* Hates. The archbifiiop of Saltzhurg, and thearchdukeof Aur 
Jiria, are alternately dirc<Hors of thecqllege of the princes of the 
empire ; and this alternative is not regulated by the different 
fittings, but by the different fubjefts that arc propofed and 
difeuffed. Befides thefe princes, there is a number of 
counts in tXe empire, who hold of the empire alone, anct 
are divided ^anto four claffes ; namely, thofe of Wetteravj, 

Sutihia, Fran^ma, and Wejlphalia, together with a great 
deal of fr ^ii.;i-J^blcffe, diHinguiflied ^y that of Franconia, 

Suakuy" an J'Ahi Rhine, The princer of both orders hold im- 
mediately oi ‘the emperor and the /mpire, and generally re-. 

•celve ihdr invcHrtureby the fwjrd ‘from the hand of the fo- 
4 . y^rcign 
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vcrelgn featcd on his throne ; tlio’ the counts and barons of 
the chamber of Sptre are iavefted wUh the ftandard or cn- 
fign, reprefenting the arms of their refpeftive countries. 
They have power to appoint judges for the adminiftration of 
juftice; which fome of them exercife as fovereigns, while 
others are limited to certain fiims, aboye which, all caufes 
depending mull be decided by appeal to the chamber 
of Spire, They arc allowed to eftablifli new laws, create 
magiftrates, grant letters of grace, refpite, fafe-conduft, 
majority, and legitimation. They have the right to luccced 
to baftards, to raife and quarter foldiers, ereft univerfities, 
coin money, make arms, and caft artillery ; to increufe the 
number of their fortrefles, and fecure them with garnfons ; 
make alliances among thcmfelves, well as with ftrangers, 
for their common defence ; and, in a word, to reign in their 
own territories, as the c-niperor reigns in the empire. » 

The third college is that of the imperial towns, which, 
like the other two, alfembks apart, in order to deliberate 
upon the propofils that are made for the occafions of the 
empire ; and the cities, which compofe it, are called impe- 
rial, becaufc they hold iminediarely of the emperor and em- 
pire. They, as well as the other colleges, have a right to 
fit in the diets with a deliberative and decifivc voice. They 
regulate the form of government in their own jurifdiftion, 
creating maglftrates and officers of juftice, and enafting 
laws, regulations, and ftatutes, by their own proper au- 
thority. They have a right to coin money, to fortify their 
towns, to levy foldiers, and to exercife every aft of fove- 
reignty, which is exercifed by the princes of the empire ia 
their differept principalities. Formerly, the number of the 
imperial towns amounted to eighty-four or eighty-five ; but 
is at prefent reduced to fifty-eight, feparated into two 
benches in the afiemblies *, namely, that of the Rhine, and 
that off Simbia, The firft comprehends the cities of Cologne 
j 9 ix la Chapclky Lubeck, Worms, Spire, Franckfort upon the 
Maine, Wetjler, Cellcnhaiifen, Dortmund, and Friadberg ; 
while Ratifbon, Aug(hurg, Nuremberg, Ulm, and two-and- 
thirty other cities, are comprehended in that of Suahia, 


The appellation of ox An fe, whidi, in all probabi- 
lity, comes from the German word Anzee, figyifymg li^ar 
the fea, is given to a confederacy of towns, th^ engaged in 
an alliance for the mutual fupport and improve^nent of com- 
merce. About the year 1 1 64 the city of Brh^^ *formed the 
firft fcheme of this foci^y, with feveral other f 
in Livonia ; tho* the nuX»ber that firft enter '.d<Jh to the afib- 
ciation is uncertain. Be tl^ as it will, k afterwards increafed* 
V V to 
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to filch a point of importance, as to comprehend fonrfcore 
principal trading towns ; among which were many foreign 
places, that defired admiifion into the confederacy. Ac- 
cordingly we fee in the old lift Jntwerp^ Dort, Amjlerdam^ 
Rotterdfintf BnigeSy Oftend^ Dunkirk^ Calais^ Rouen^ Sf. 
MalOf Boiirdeauxy Bayonnty Marfeilles^ Barcelona^ Seville, 
CadiZy LiJljorty Leghomey Mejftnay Naples, and London. 

In the flourilhing times of the fociety, they chofe four 
towns, where they eftablifhed free ftaples, or general fac- 
tories, for the convenience of their fhipping and the lale of 
their merchandize ; for the trade was chiefly carried on by 
barter or exchange. Thefe were London m England, Be^guet 
in Norway, Novogrod in RvJHia, and Bruges in Flanders., 
This Anjeatiqi4e alliance, which at firft had no other aim than 
the fecurity of commerce againft pirates, and the mutual ad- 
vantage of extending it among the towns concerned, by 
peaceable and friendly communication, became ftrong enough 
to maintain an offenfive war againft Waldemar III. king of 
Denmark ; whom they obliged to fue for peace, and cede to 
them, for a term of years, the ifle of Schonen^ in order to in- 
demnify them for the expence of their equipment. They 
afterwards fitted out a powerful fleet againft Eric X. and gave 
him great difturbance. In 1615 they' obliged the duke of 
Bnmfwick to raife the fiege of that town, which he had in- 
vefted, and next year entered into a general alliance with the 
States of the United Provinces. In the fame manner they 
often engaged in treaties with other princes and ftates, and 
particularly with different kings of France, who granted 
them feveral advantageous privileges in trade. 

After the kings of France, Spain, Italy, and Denmark, 
had forbid their towns to continue members of this fociety, 
the Teutonick Hans reftri6fed their alliance to Germany, or, 
at Icaft, to the towns depending upon the empire, and diftri- 
biited them under four metrdJSolitans ; namely, Bubeck, 
Cologne, Bnmfwick, and Dantzick. The firft comprehended 
the towns of Hamburgh, Rojiock, Wifmar, Stralfund, Lunen* 
burg, Stetin, Anclam, Colnau, Gnepfwald, Colberg, Star^ 
gard, Stolpen, and Rugcnflald. Under that of Cologne, were 
Wefel, Emmcric, Driijlurg, Ofnahrug, Dortmont, Soejl, Her- 
warden, P ad., f born, Nortbaufen, Nimmegcn, Zutphen, Rure- 
monde, and ftweral others of Wejlphalia, and the Low Coun- 
tries. The Tlerropolltan of Brunfwick included Bremen, 
Magdehuro .j^^ildcJJjcim, .Gojlar, Mytden, Erimbcck, and 
othei b . anc^h the divifion of Dan zick were all the Hans 
towns fituat^L^ upon the Baltick, ft the Fijlula as far as 

Rujfia, 
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Rvjfia^ comprehending CohUy Thorn, Elbing, Konigjberg,^ 
Eiga, &c. 

Lc/beck is the chief of all the Bans towns, from a pre- 
eminence wiiich it enjoys, not only on account of its central 
fituation, but alfo of its privileges and power. It convokes the 
general aflembly, is the depofitory of the money contributed 
to defray the common expcnce ; j)referves all the titles, atffs, 
and archives, of the Jilliance ; ufes its own feal to the letters, 
fent in the name of the community to foreign princes and 
ftates, as well as to all their refolutions and treaties : from its 
citizens are generally chofen the ambaflli dors and deputies ap- 
pointed by the fociety, and here the fyndic of the. 'Alliances 
commonly refides. 

In their aflembly, the deputy of ns prefident, fits 

by himfelf, therefl being feared on two benches, to the right 
and left, and votes before all others : their aHairs are deter- 
mined by a majority ; ncvcrthelcfs, when there is a great op- 
pofition, the queflion is generally thrown out ; their ordi- 
nary aflemblits are held every three years, about Whii/unlidcy 
and I he extraordinary as often as the eihergcncy of aliairs re- 
quires 

The imperial diets are compofed of thefc three colleges, 
which comprehend all the ellates and immediate members of 
the empire. The diet is convoked by the emperor, after he 
has .igreed with the cledfors upon the necefhty of affembling 
it, and the place proper for the fcfrion. In this aflembly, 
the emperor is feared upon a throne ; die ckdlors of Mentz, 
Bavaria, and Brandenburg, being on >iis right iiaiicl, thofe 
of Cologn, Saxony, and Paialine, upi^.i his left, and the 
elector of Triers oppofitc to his puiion. The ccclefiaflic 
princes are feated on beiKhes to the right, the feeular princes 
fit upon the left, and the deputies of the imperial towns oc- 
cupy others that crofs froii^the light to the lelt. I'hc cm- 
peror^s propofal being made in tlic general affemhly, the 
three colleges deliberate apart upon the ful)jc(n: ; then, af- 
fembling together in one pl.ue, communicate their fenti- 
ments, and concur in a reioiniiom whi( h is fent to the em- 


peror ; with whofe approbation paffes into a law^, and is 
received as an imperial conflitution. 

There are two methods of vadminifl:' ing junjce ii t^-V em- 
pire ; one is exercifeu in general and the (Mhfr in* particular 
tribunals. All the princes, fhitc'., and mcmj^'' of tlie em- 
pire, have a right adinimfler juAlce : 


I^;is3,I. vi. p. 35-/. 
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except In particular cafes, where an appeal lies to the* im- 
perial chamber of Sj>ire^ or the Julie council. In the par- 
ticular jurifdiftions, they follow the laws of the empire ; 
which are the aniient conftitutions, the golden bull, the pa- 
cification of PaJfavj, the treaties of Wejiphaliay the Saxon. 
law eftablifhed by Charlemagne ^ and the JRoman law efia- 
blifhqd by the eitiperor JujHniahy which is obferved in all 
places, where the other is not received. The general 
tribunals are thofe of the imperial chamber of Spire and the riaJiimm* 
yV/JiV council of the emperor, which exercife an univerfaland 
fovereign jurifdiftion over all the fnbjefts of the empire. J be 
firfl: was heretofore ambulatory, and eftabliflied at Jugjlurg 
by Frederick IV. It was afterwards held fucceflively at 
Franckfort^ Worms ^ Nuremberg^ Ratijhony and Eijlcngen^ 

Charles V.. fixed it at Spire, In confequence of the treaties 
of Weftphalia, it ought to be compofed of a catholic judge, 
and four prefidents, named by the emperor, two of each re- 
ligion, and fifty counfellors, fix-and-twenty of which are ca- 
tholics, and the reft proteftants. The judge muft be a prince, 
count, or baron ; two of the prefidents being of the fword, 
and two of the gown. The counfellors are named and pre- 
fented In this manner; two catholics by the emperorf as 
many by each of the four catholic eleftors ; two proteftants 
by each of the three proteftant eleftors ; and the reft by each 
of the circles of the empire. This is the regulation according 
to the treaties of Weftphalia ; but the imperial chamber is at 
prefent reduced to a much fmaller number of officers, being 
compofed of the cicftor of Triers^ who is judge as bilhop of 
Splre^ of one catholic and one proteftant prefident, and eight 
catholic and feven proteftant counfellors. 

The Aidic council is compofed of one catholic prefident, Aollc 
one vice-chancellor, prefented by the eIe<ftor of Mentz^ and comdL 
liine counfellors of each religion ; who, with the prefident, 
are nominated by the emperor. They are divided into two 
benches ; one of which is occupied by the nobles, and the 
other by the lawyers. They hold their aflemblies near the 
perfon of the emperor, whence it is called Julies or the 
council of the imperial court. 

Ai. THOUGH the fentences of thefe councils are final, there de* 
are neverthelefs fome cafes in which the parties may appeal dfom net 
to the emperor, and demand a revifion of the procefs ; Jinal in all 
ticularly in thofe CRufes which regard the d,^aiies, principali- cafes. 
ties, counties, ancf other immediate fiefs of the empire. In 
both thefe tribunals, the emperor prefides^as fovereign judge, 
jyhjfen he 45 prefent, pronounces feutence ; and, in his 
_ 3 abfence. 
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abfencc, he, who rcprefents bis perfon as judge, has a right 
to wear an imperial feeptre as a badge of his dignity 
Of the n0» In Germany are two forts of nobility : one free and imme- 
hility. diate, holding only of the emperor and empire ; the other 
mediate, which, tho’ owning the emperor as chief of the em- 
pire, is lilcewife fubjefted to the jurifdi<flion of another 
prince. This laft, tho’ not in pofleilion of fuch liberties 
as thofe that are peculiar to the firft, is neverthelefs very 
confidcrable in Germany ; for there is a great number of 
thofe gentlemen of the fecond rank, whofe families pretend 
to be as antient and illuftrious as thofe of the inv^^diate 
nobles, and who, in marrying, prefer the pooreft gentlewoman 
to the richeft plebeian. As for the gentlemen of the firft 
rank, may of them are defeended from thofe heroes who ac- 
companied Charlemagne and his fuccefibrs in all the wftorks 
they obtained over the Saxons and other nations which they 
fubjefted to their empire. Many others, coming from the 
neighbouring ftaies to fettle in Germany, were afterwards 
united with this body of nobility, becaufe they were of 
noble cxtra<flion : while others again, whofe fathers had 
merited that rank by their perfonal virtue and exploits, were 
in the fequel immatriculated among the antient nobility by 
patents obtained from the emperor ; but thefe cannot be ad- 
mitted into the chapters, from which are chofen the arch- 
bilhops, elefloi's of Mentz, Triers, and Cologne, together 
with the other bifliops and prelates who are princes of 6Vr- 
many , becaufe, before a perfon can be received into this 
chapter, he muft prove his nobility in thirty-two defeenta 
both by father and mother. 

The immediate nobility pofTefs fiefs, which they hold only 
of the emperor and empire, and are intailed on heirs male ; 
becaufe, by an expreis claufe in their charter, they arc 
obliged to ferve the emperor in perfon, upon all occafions, 
with a certain number of fervants, accew’ding to tbeftrength 
and revenue of the fief. Almoft all their fiefs are fituated 
in Suabia, Franconia, and along the Rhine, comprehending 
Lower /Rface ; a difpofition made on purpofc, that the no- 
bility, being lefs difperfed, might be the more ready on all 
emergencies, and more conveniently defend the frontiers on 
that lide againft foreign invafion. 

Th^ emperoi.has beftowed upon the immediate nobility 
thd fame privileges enjoyed by the other irrmediate ftates of 
the entire, wi^h power to raife taxes thro’ the whole ex- 
tent o/ their refjpcdivc fiefs, and to excrcife <* civil cri- 

^ VidePuFFEUD. Hstss, Morbil, ^ 

minal 
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minal jurifdiftion, thelaft of which is without appeal ; but, 
from the civil, there lies an appeal to the council, or im- 
perial chamber of Spire, 

Heretofore this nobility was admitted to the imperial 
diets, where they even pretended to take the rank of the 
cities i but, on account of the extraordinary expenccs in- 
curred by their fitting, the calling of them was gradually 
negletffed, tho" they are left at liberty to aflefs themfelves in 
contributing to the public neceilities of the empire. 

This nobility forms a kind of ariftocratical republic ; for 
tho’ they are divided into thi'ec clades, they aever fail, on 
important occafions, to join their councils and their ftrength 
for the prefervatioii of the whole. They have divided the 
circle of Stiabia into live departments called quarters ; that of 
jnto fix; and that of the Rhine into four. All 
thefe quarters have their chiefs, which, in Snahia and Lower 
Mjace^ are called dire«5lors ; but in Franconia^ and the 
Upper anS Lo^ver Rhine, they are diftinguilhed by the name 
of captains, being chofen fometimes from one family, a'nd 
fometimes from another. A chief can regulate nothing 
without the advice of two or three other gentlemen, who 
are nominated as his coadjutors, and a lawyer to be con- 
fulted in fuch affairs as depend upon the interpretation of 
the law. With thefe counfellors, the direflor or captain 
examines the differences that are brought before them, and 
exerts himfelf for the prefervation of the privileges of the 
whole body. If it is neccflary to reprefs injuftice or vio- 
lence of any nobleman, the d'yertor or captain convenes the 
whole circle, or even all the three circles, to fupport and' 
give fan<51ion to his determination ; and as to public affairs, 
the quarters ufually affemble once a year. 

Having thus given a fuccinft idea of the prefent conlli- 
tution and government of Germany ^ it will not be amifs to 
mention the prefent chararter of the people, aswieiindtt dc- 
feribed by modern authors of a'edit. ^ 

The Germans of thefe days are faid to be laborious, 
fimple, faithful, valiant, and well adapted for war; but 
the fame time cruel, mercenaiy, and addidfed to pillage. 
They arc ftanch to the religion they embrace, flow in coun- 
cil, and trufty in their friendfhips ; but withal difguifed in 
their enmity, diftruftful, fufpicious, andynore given to ex- 
«efs in eating^hnd drinking than anj^ other nation in the 
world. Heretofore they were barbarous, and grofsly igno- 
rant^ but they have been civilized and polifhed by their af- 
> frdtt ^^^ppAicatlon to the ftudy of arts and fclences, in which 
ihey i37femadc confiderable ptogrefs. Yet their improvement is 
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rather owing to indefatigable toil and and induftry than to 
their natural vivacity, genius, and penetration, in which they 
are counted inferior to almoft all their neighbours. Indeed 
this allegation feems to be juftified by their works, which 
are not at all remarkable forfpiritor imagination ; but com- 
monly compofed of tedious citations^ compiled by dint of 
toil and perfeverance ; To that they have incurred the impu- 
tation of carrying their genius not in the brain but m the 
back. They Ixave neverthelefs acquired fome reputation in 
philofophy and the belles lettres, and made very ingenious 
improvements in mechanics; but their hiflories are not much 
to be depended upon, becaufe of their exceflive ci*«lulity. 
This m^y have likewife contributed to that fpirit of alchemy 
which hath engaged fo many of their nation in fearch of the 
philofpphcris ftonc. They are extremely fond of hun^jg^, 
and fo ridiculoufly vain, that every petty prince' iiTflTe em-^ 
pire thinks his own family better than that of the king of 
Franre. The language is a dialeft of the ^eutomck ; fome 
of them profefs the roman catholic, and fome the proteftant, 
religion ; but all others are tolerated for the convenience of 
commerce and the advantage of the country 

^ VideBoDiN. P. Bouhours, Scaliger^ 
CONRAD L 

AS the affairs of Germany are interwoven with thofe of 
France, during the reign of Charlemagne and his fuccef- 
fors, wlio are therefore naturally comprehended in the mo- 
dern iiiftory of that kingdom, we fiiall begin with Conrad, 
the firft German who ruled the empire, when it became a 
difiindl fovereignty, altogether independent of Fraftce, of 
which it had been hithertd reckoned an appendage. 

Some, indeed, are of opinion, that the commencement of 
the Germaif^cmpirc does not properly take place till the reign 
of Otho the Great, when Italy was re-united to the imperial 
dominions ^ ; but, in order to maintain the connexion be- 
tween this and the Ancient Hiftory, it was neceflary to take 
notice of Conrad and his fucccflc)r, who, tho* they were not 
m po/Teffion of the kingdom of Lombardy, deferye, without 
all quellioD, to be ranked among ihc German emperors (A). 

\. , Besides 

* Gob.*Pers. ex Meib. p. 246. 

(A) At the death of Lrwis prehended Franconia, 

IV . the empire of Germany corn* vince of Bamberg, ConC 

ftans. 
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B£Sf D£S> the extinftion of the Carlovingian race, when 
the empire was wholly detached from Franc^f and the im- 
perial dignity became eleftive, is furely as proper^ a period 
for an hiftorian to begin with as the reign of Otho^ in which 
the Italian dominions were recovered to theempire. 

Although the fucceflbrs of Charlemagne had really ppf- 
feflTcd.the empire, by right of hereditary lucceffion devolve! 
from fether to fon, thefe princes ufually procured the confent 
of their grandees, as a fandtion to their laft wills, that no dif- 
putes might attend the difpofitions they had made. What 
was at firft no more than a political condefeeniion in the em- 
perorsT'was in time interpreted into a privilege of thofe 
nobles ; and hence is derived the right or thofe cleftors, by 
whom the emperor is invefted With the imperial dignity ana 

Thus authorized by cuftom, the Cerfnan noblemen af^ 
fembling at Worms, upon the death of Lewis IV. made a 
proffer of the imperial crown to Otho, duke of Saxony ; who 
declined the honour on account ot his great age, and, wi|h 
a generofity almoft peculiar to himfelf, recommended ContM^ 
duke of Franconia and Wejfe, whom (tho’ his own enemy) he 
knew to be a prince of merit and capacity. In confequcnce Conrad 
of this recommendation, the aflembly elefted Conrad, whom eleBed 
fome writers pretend to have been fon- in-law to Lewis IV* emperor ^ 
a circumftance highly improbable, as Leviis died very young 

Be that as it will, he no fooncr received the imperial dia- A.D* 
dem than he took all the precautions neceflary to fupport his 912. 
authority, in the midfl: of a great many powerful princes, 
who envied his promotion. Several noblemen of Lorrain^ 
who acknowleged Charles the Simple as their fovereign, rc- 
folved to put him in poflelfion or the dominions which had 
belonged to Lewis of Germany, on. this fide the Rhine \ but 
the count Des Retz, being defirous that Lorrain fhould fall 
into the hands of Conred, engaged thofe of Namur e and 
IdmbourgitihAidXf of that prince > who, underfiatiding that his 

^ Hsis8 ,1. ii. p. 153. ♦ Gob. Fers. p. 246. 

ftans, Bafil, Bern, taufanne. Bur- teramia, Mifnia, Branienlourg^ 
gundy, Bezan^n, Lorrain, Metz, Pomerania, Rugen, Stetin^ 

Liege, Cambray, Arras, Flanders, fiein, Auftria, Carinthia, Sfiria, 

Holland, ZealandIJtr€chp,Cologn, the Tyrolefe, fBavaria, the Gri- 
^rew, Mentz, Worms, Spire, fens, and i#generai all the coon- 
Strajlourg, Frie^aeid, Saxony, tries ficuated among thefe pro- 
HeJfe,lVefiphahaNhuringia,Wet- vincci axwl their dependences ( i )* 

(i) Barrt* Hifi, d'AUtmagne, r. W. p» 185. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXIX. C pre- 
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prefence was ncceffary, marched into Lorrain, where, being 
well received by the lords of his party, he endeavoured to 
conciliate the afFedlion of the natives, by conferring new 
titles, and other afts of liberality, in favour of the nobility 
^nd clergy 

His ftay in Lorrain was Ihortened by the revolt of Henry 
duke of Saxony^ who was incenfed agaijifl: him becaufe he 
had refufed to give him the inveftiture of Thuringia and; 
Wejiphalia ; tho’ this refufal was intirely owing to his appre*, 
henfion, that the diike would become too powerful by uich 
an addition to his dominions. Henry ^ by the affiftance of 
Burchard duke of Suabia^ Jrnold duke of Bavaria^ fe- 
veral other noblemen, faw himfelf at the head of an army 
which Conrad durft not venture to encounter. He therefore 
had recoiivfe to other arts, by which he found* means 
tach Burchard from the Saxon party ; and Henryks fortes be* 
ing at the fame time weakened by the retreat of Arnold^ 
whofe country was threatened with an invafion by the Hun» 
gariansy he agreed to a fufpenfion of arms j in confcqu[^e 
of which Conrad returned to Franconia. 

The Hungarians having advanced with a great body of 
horfe as for as the river Inn^ demanding tribute of ihe^Bt^va- 
rianSy Arnold aflembled his troops, which were reinforced 
by thofe of Erchanger, adminiftrator of the treafury, and 
Berthold count IValric. Dividing them into two bodies, he 
placed the raoft confiderable part in ambufeade, and Vfith 
the other retired before them into a marfhy place ; where, 
their horfe being unable to aft, they were charged with great 
impetuofity, and utterly overthrown 

This fuccefs infldfhied the ambition of Erchangcr and Ber^ 
thold’y who, on pretence of being defeended fropi Chafle- 
magncy afpired to the highell dignities, and aftually turned 
their arms againft Conrad ; the’, finding themfe^ves un^siqual 
to the enterprize they had undertaken, they foon implored 
his clemency ; but he was refolved to inflift exemplary 
puniflimcnt, and they were, after a fair trial in the afieraby 
of Akheimy convifted of treafon, and executed at Aldeingen. 

This rebellion was fucceeded by that of Arnold of 
Bavaria^ who took the field, and entered Suahia with a 
ftrong ^rmy ; upon which the emperor forthwith nfarched 
againll him, at the head of fuch troops as he could raife for 
the occafion, and Overthrew him in a pitched, battle, in which** 
Arnold was mortally^wounded ^ 

^ Chron. Worm. ** « Ann. Boicse Gent, parti.- 1 . xiii. 

^ Gon. PfiRs, «t. vi. c. 46, ‘ 
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GESEtBERT duke of Lorrain^ and Burchard duke of A. D* 
Suahidy having received confiderablp fnccpurs from 916. 

the Simple^ were likewife refolved to try their fortune againft 
the emperor; but* engaging him in a difadvantageous place, 
their army was cut in pieces, and Eringer and Bert old the 
fons of Gefelbert, being taken prifoners, were beheaded by 
order of the conqueror. 

The Hungarians too, taking advantage of the troubles of 
the empire, after having compelled Berenger^ king of Italy ^ 
to file for peac^ in their return made irruptions into Saxony, f^*^!*/* 
Thuringia, Franconia, Lorrain, and Alface, which they de- Conrad 
folatei with fire and fword, and obliged the emperor pttrchaje a 

chafe peace upon the moft fhameful conditions 8^, peace. 

After a reign of about feven years, Conrad, perceiving 7^^ 
his end approaching, recofnmended to the princes and-ftates ptror rr- 
x£ tl» empire, even when his own brother Everard QoxxviX. of commends 
Franconia was prefent, Henry duke of Saxony, and Ton of the duke of 
Otho, as the moft proper perfon to fucceed him on the itn» Saxofty 
perial throne ^ ; tho’ this very Henry had been one of 
moft inveterate enemies ( B ), The princes having ap- 
proved of his choice, he, before his death, fent to him, by ^ 
the hands of his brother Everard, the crown, feepter, lance* 
fword, and other regalia ; thus nobly facrificing his refent- 
ment to the advantage of the empire, and treating the fop 
with the ,fame gcnerofity which he himfelf had experienced 
from the father. 


* Ann. Hildefli. Herm* Contra, ad ann. 916. ^ Hbk. 

Bod. Syntao. cx Mcib. p. 490^ Heiss, p. 155. 


(B) He had. even attempted 
to poifon Conrad by means of a 

f olden bracelet, which Hatton, 
iihop of PFurtxburgh, was to 
have prefented to him in Henryks 
home in token of reconcilia> 
tion j but this attempt was dif- 
covered by fomc friends whom 
Conrad had at Henrfs court ; fo 
that their enmity increafing, 
afts of koftilities were commit- 


ted on both fides. The em- 
peror undertook the fiege of 
Merjbourg % but Henry forced 
his lines, and routed his whole 
army { of which the carnage 
was fo great, that thz Saxons 
faid, by way of derifton, they 
could fcarce believe hell was 
large enough to hold the infi- 
nite number of Franks, which 
they Cent thither in 01^ day (ai). 


(y) Remerf.fur Hei/s, /. i!« p. 15^. 
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JiE NR T I. furnamed the Fowkr. 

Ai D. ^HE emperor being dead, the dukes of Bavaria^ Franc<^ 
919. X and SuabUf together with all the other ftatesof 
Henry, Qermayiy^ affembled the following year at Fritzlar\ wh^sre 
thc^Fowh Saxony, being prelent, was elcfted, and con- 

finned in the imperial dignity with iiniverfiil applaufc: He 
eiedfd diftingnilhed by the epithet of the Fowler, becaufe he was 

emperor* much addi< 51 ed to that amulement, and was aftually engaged 
in it when he received the intimation of his being recom- 
mended by Conrad as his fucceffor in tlic empire >. ^ 

20. The pope, dilturbed by the fa<^lions of feveral petty 
DiJhies princes, who alTumed the title in Rome, proffered to declare 
antn<vitar Henry emperor oF the Romans ; but this honour he declined, 
tion frotn either becaufe he would not give himfelf the troublirof it*^arck~ 
the pope* ing into Italy to fiibdue his competitors, or was refolved to 
re*eflabli(li the tranquility of his own empire before he would 
Fjlahlijhes engage in that enterprize. With this view he had, in the be- 
peace a- ginning of his reign, endeavoured to promote a mutual re- 
conciliation among all the princes, counts, and noblemen, of 
princes 0/ (Germany, as the only fure bafis of nniverfal prof peri ty ; nor 
^ was he difappointed in his aim. Concord and harmony were 

* diffufed thro’ the whole empire, and the affefFion of his fub- 
jefls fo happily conciliated, that wlien the Hungarians, ac- 
cufiom, invaded his terrUorics with a powerful 
Marians ” tinaniinouily took up arms in liis defence, and 

xear drove the enemy out of the empire, with the lofs of eighty 
jVlerf- thoufand men left upon thefiek! of iMttlc, which was fought 

bourg. near the city of mcr/hourg. He aftcrwaids defeated the 

Vandals, who had made an irruption into Saxony, and pur- 
fued them as far as the city of ISrandenbonrg, which he bc^ 
Extermi- fieged and took in the middle of winter. The lame people 
having attempted to invade the cmpiie, attacked 
vandals, upon the coaft of the Baltic ; where they were utterly 

0 *ver- exterminated, about one hundred and twenty thoufand being 
comes the killed upon the fpot. Gonnen, king of Denmark, met with 
Hanes, the fame fate. The Sclavonians and Dalmatians were fub- 
Subdues dued, as well as the wlv kicking, IFinaJlans, he 

t^eDnU pHIbner^ and, after long capt’nlry, relcafed, tmd ge- 

Bnh*^”** neroufly reinfbted in his dominions, "iiiiine; he reduced 
ans,^W MotrUes, who had revolted, arid was liucckfiil againft 
Abotritci. Among oth'“is. he repulfed 

» ii. p. 15C. p, lh^Bro». p. 490. 
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Charles the Simple from the banks of the Rhine^ whither he 
had come to ravage Lorrain^ and the cities of Mentz^ Spirit 
and JVorms. * ^ 

At length the two princes, after they had twice conferred A.D* 
with each other at Bmn, entered into a treaty called Paclurn qzt, 
Bonnen/e, which is a famous epocha in hillory ; and this is SurmoKnu 
the only attempt that ever mms made by Charles, or his fiic* ^^l 
ceflbrs, in favour of their pietenfions upon the empire*'. 

Soon after this accommodation, he held an affembly at 
CohlcntZy compofed of feverai Freneh and German biftiops, 
where the treaty was confirmed ; and, among other regular 
tions. It was decreed, that theie Ibould be no marriage be- 
tween relations within the fixth degree of confanguinity ; and 
that no layman Ihoald receive tythes, which were wholly cc* 
cl.efi^iiic *.• 

About this time, Conrad, at the folllcitation of fomc 
French noblemen, advifed Charles of France to difmifs his 
fevourlte Hagamn, who abufed bis confidence, and was 
odious to the whole kingdom ; but this advice being rejefted, 

Aysko. Robert , to whofe fon //ngh Charles refufed the abbey 
of Chelics, afTemblcd a body of forces, took the towm of 
Laon, in which lie found the tieafurcs of Haganon, was 
crowned at Rhehns by ilie archbiftiop Herve ; and, in order' 
to fnpport his new digrUy with the friendlhip of Henry the 
Fowler, demanded an interview with that prince. They ac- 
cordingly met on the banks of tiic river Rocr, that runs by 
Juliers, where ;liey engaged in a league offenfive and de^ 
fenfivc, and mad^' conridciab]e,prefents to each other. 

Chaklcs, ularmed at rhib alliance, extrafted courage Charles i; 
from nccefiity ; and, airembliiig his troops, marched di- defeated 
rcftly to Attigyii, and attacked the army of his rival. The by Hugh 
battle was maintained with gieat obAinacy on both fides \furnamed 
and, even after Robert was fiain, his fon Hugh, taking the Ab- 
command, exerted himfelf with fuch valour, that Charles 
was worAed, and obliged to quit the field The malccontents 
afterwards ele6led duke of Burgundy their king; and 
Charles, feeing himfelf abandoned by many noblemen who 
had hitherto been attached to his intercA, had recourfe to 
Henry the Fowler, in whofe favour he promifed to cede all 
his pofieffiour. in Lorrain, In coufequence of this engage- Henry 
ment, Henry hegm to levy troops; and th§ malccontents of 
France being terrified at his preparations,* count de cau/e of 
Vermandois, one their chiefs, amufed Charles with protef- Charles, 


JEa^^Carol, 4^Hcn. Reg. ap. Duck. t. ii. 
t. ijc. * Mabil. t. xiu. A. Bsnsdi 


* Concil. 

CT. p. 374, 

tatioi^; 
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rations of fidelity, ' and, on pretence of concerting mcafurea 
for fupprefling the rebellion, feduced him to Ptronne, where 
he was apprehended, and committed clofe prifoner to Chateau^ 
Thierri. 

• Henry, being informed of this event, pafled the Rhine 
.with his army, and ravaged the country between that river 
and the Mofclle ; but undcrfianding that Raoul was advanc- 
ing with a fuperior force, he repafled the Rhine, and took 
pofiefiion of an advantageous poll, where he remained until 
he had the pleafureof feeing almoft all the noblemen of Lor- 
rain forfakc the banners of Raoul, who began to treat them 
with infolence and contempt. This defeftion migfft have 
been very advantageous to Henry, had not he been prevented 
from turning it to account, by a fevere diftemper that re- 
duced him to extremity ; during which xht Lorraine 
pairing of his recovery, reconciled themfelves to Raoul, by 
the mediation of Herbert de Vermandois Hugh the Abbot . 

Henry no fooncr recovered his health, than, refolvcd to 
punifh them for their inconftancy, he marched into Lorrain, 
retook fevcral ftrong places, purfued duke Cejelbert from 
town to town, and in a little time fubdued the whole country. 
With regard to the laymen of JRaouis party, he baniftied 
fome, kept others in confinement, and depofed Hugh the Ab^ 
hot from the bifliopric of Verdun, which he beftowed on one 
of his own adherents. The Lorrainers, exafperated at this 
arbitrary method of proceeding, formed a confpiracy againft 
the Fowler, and raifed an army wdth fuch fecrefy and dif- 
patch, that he was fain to pacify them by redi effing their 
grievances, and reftoring the province to Gefelbert, who took 
the oath of allegiance, and did him homage accordingly. 

The duke, however, pot contented with fuch a depend- 
ent fituation, began to form new projefts gnd cabals againft 
Henry, who obliged him to appear at the diet of Worms ; 
where he was deprived of his duchy, which was given to 
Everhard, a Saxon nobleman. Gefelbert, enraged at this 
event, had recoiirfe to arms ; but, before he could commit 
any afts of hoftility, he was feized and delivered to the em- 
peror : yet fo pliant was his difpofirion, that, even during his 
paptivity, he infinuated himfelf into the good' gsaces of 
Henry, who not only re-eftabliflied him \n the duchy of 
Lorrain, but alfogave him his own daughter in marriage”. 

To clear his dominions of thieves and banditti, he pub- 
IKhed a*general amnefty in their favour, provided they would 
inlift in his fcrvke ; and actually formed them into regi- 

WiTTICH. 1, i. p. 639. ^ 
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mcnt. He ordered* that all his cities ihould be garrlfoned hh domi^ 
with a ninth part of the peaftnts who inhabited the boroughs nims 1 
and villages, and that the other eight ihould cultivate the 
Khds, oh condition of contributing towards the fubfiftehcc 
of the reft, and of furnifliing yearly the third part of all their 
grain, for the magazines eftabliftied in every city, that there 
might never be any want either of foldiers or prpviiion * 

Such was the ze^ of this prince for the propagation of con*veru 
the Chriftian faith, that he undertook, and aftually efFe<fted, the king of 
the converlion of the king of the Motrites {C)y and appointed Abo- 
the firft biihop in Holjlein to preach the gofpel among the 
VandMsy whom he had fubdued He created a marquis in 
the city of Brandenbourg to defend his frontiers againft the 
Ahotritesy as he had done^ before in Mifnia and Lufatia^ for ’ ‘ 

fecurity againft the incurfions of the Bchemians ; in imitation ^ * 

pf^Barlemagney who had taken the fame precautions in 
Aujiria and M 9 ravia againft the SarmatianSy Polesy and 
Hungarians. He likewife ordered his towns to be furround- Secures his 
cd with walls, baftions, and ditches, for the advantage of j 

commerce, as well as the fecurity of the inhabitants ; and 
that the nobility might be inured to the exercil'e of arms, even 
in time of peace, he appointed tournaments, in which they 
vied with each other in difplaying their dexterity and addrefs. 

But he exprefsly excluded from thefe lifts of honour, all thofe 
who did not profefs the true religion, as well as thofe who 
had been guilty of perjury, treafon, rape, facrilege, or 
murder. 

After having taken thefe precautions for the fecurity marches ta 
of his dominions, he marched *to the afliftance of JVinceJlaitSy 
duke of Bohemiay whofe dominions were invaded by Ladif- 
iausy a PoliJIj prince, who was obliged to retire at his ap- 
proach: and he flayed fome time at Pragucy in order ro ^,^^^”**** 
eftablifh the young duke on his dominions, and protcfl the 
Chriftian religion, which had greatly fuftered by the efforts 
of DraghomirCy the mother of IVinceJlauSy a bigotted pa- 
gan 4 . 

Henry’s next expedition was into Lorrainy where he be- enters ^ 
lieged the caftle of Dureforty belonging to count Bofoiiy i^orrain 
% 

^ Adnal. .Saxon, ad. an. 927. F Annal. Germ. Hop- 

ex Meib. tom. iu p. Hill. Bohem. c. iv. 

p. sS. 

(C) Abotritesy a people bor- part of Dacia contigdOtts to the 
during Bulgfiria^ in that Danube i})* 

(i) Mafeou^ 
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agaiirjf brother of king RaoiJ^ who had feized by finte &waral ab** 
£ount Bo- bics of Lorrain; but he was perfuaded to reftore the kadf>^ 
fon* make a fubmiiTion, and fwear allegiance to the emporor'; 

^ Cl While ffenry was thus employed in appeafing the troii-» 
7 ^e 5 a- Bohemia and Lorrain, the Slaves^ who inhabited 

^defeated, made an irruption into Saxony^ ravaged the 

A- D- province of hunenhurg^ and taking the capit^» put the inha* 
9V9. bitants to the fword. Being afterwards joined by the 

iritesy JVilfesy and Fandah, they found their army aug* 
mented to a very great number ; and becoming more and 
more formidable, Henry ordered Bernard, duke of Lunen^ 
burgt and the count Theutmare, to march againft them with 
a powerful body of forces. Thcfe two generals undertook 
the fiege of Lunden in Scania, and the barbarians marching 
to its relief, a battle enfued, in' which they were utterly 
overthrown ; fo that of courfe this town of Lunden fcll-into 
the hands of the conquerors *. 

The truce with the Hungarians being expired, Henry 
^ffembled the ftates of the empire, and after having recapi* 
tulated the vidlories he had obtained over the barbarians, 
which feemed to prefage his future fuccefs, expatiated upon 
93 * • the difgrace that would be entailed upon Germany, provide 
fJereforms they (hould commence tributaries to the Hungarians* Hii 
Jame fpeech had fuch an eflFeft upon the allembly, that they uani- 
bufes in a niQufiy declared for war : but before he would undertake 
^held^t againft the enemy, he.refolved to take cognizance 

Erfort. abufes which had crept among the clergy, and which 

were accordingly reformed in a council held at Erfort in 
Thuringia, * 

fhe llan- Thkse meafures being taken for the repofe of the churcli 
garians and ftate, he began to make preparations for the war againft 
in<vade (fje the Hungarians ; who having fent deputies to demand the 
empire annual tribute, Henry refuted to pay it with marks of dif- 
mitth a and in lieu of it fent a mangy dog with a meflage, im- 

porting, that if they expected any other tribute, they muft 
^defeated themfelves. This haughty reply cxi 

by the em- them to fuch a degree, that they joined the Slaves, 

ferar. entering Germany with an army of 300,000 men, defq* 

* A, D. lated thfe country with firc.arid fword. They feparated into 
^}z. two dftlinft bodies ; one of which crofted the Rhine ifl boats, 
and having pillaged Alface, fell upon Lor rain, whers they 
were defeated by^the count de Sunder haufen, and obliged to 
return to their fecend army in Saxony, which was at that 
tim^ employed in befieging Merjbourg. Henry had march^ 

F PaEXB, t. in. p. 327. ! WiTICHINt, * 
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agjunft enothcr body that ravaged Thuringia, which having 
fum-ized and utterly defeated, he reiblved to go to the re* 
lief of I\^Jhurg, 'where be found the enemy drawn up in 
order of battle* Although he was at that time very much 
indtfpofcd, and infinitely inferior to the Hungarians in num- 
ber, he refolutely attacked them without hefitation, and 
they being immediately put into diforder, a terrible carnage 
eniued, infomuch that they left above 40,000 men dead 
upon the field of battle, and a very confiderable booty, by 
which the foldicrs of the emperor were enriched ^ 

' Henry, having fubdued all his enemies, Tailored peace 
and concord to his fubjefts, and fubjefted the empire to 
proper regulations, began to tafte the fruits of his wifdom Italy, 
and fuccefs, when the pope and citizens of Rome, tired of qjuhither 
the civif wars that had raged fo long in implored the ht Begins 

alSf^'ine^ of his arms, to deliver them from oppreffion ; and, his marchi 
in order to facilitate his compliance, invited him to come and 
receive at Rome the unftion and imperial crown. Far from 
n^lefting an occafion fo favourable to his views upon Italy, 
he forthwith fet out at the head of his troops; but being ** 

feized with an apoplexy by the way, he was obliged to re- 
turn to Manjleben ; where, believing himfelf near his end, 
he convoked the princes of the empire, who, in his prefence, Appoints 
complied with his defire, and fettled the fucceffion on his his fuccefs 
fon Otho, Soon after this nomination he died at Manjleben, for. ^ 
in the 60th year of his age, and 17th of his reign; upon A, !>• 
which occafion it was faid, that the ableft ftatefinan ** and 95 ^* 
the greateft king of Europe was dead : and really no prince 
furpafied him either in the qualities of the heart and head, 
or in any perfonal accompli^ment. He was extremely mn- 
liificent to the church, and had the intcreft of religion very , 
much at heart (D). He married Mathilda, daughter of 
Theodoric, count of Aldenburg, by whom he had three fons, 


* Engelhvsius, p, 174. 
Meib. p. 64a. t. i. 

( p ) Henricus Bodo relates, 
t^t RudolphuSf king of the 
^urgundiam, being pofiefied of 
E formerly belonging to 

Cessgi^ne the Great, who had 
fiam upon it a crofs made of 
the nails of chat orofs on which 
Chriil fufiered, tfie emperor 
Henry gained i# from him, 
p^tly by 


® Ann. WiTiCHiwD, ex 


intreaties; and, by virtue of 
this holy weapon, triumphed 
over all his enemies; that a 
vein of fupcrfiition ran through 
his charaaei^ may be alfo ga* 
thered from* the tranfports of 
joy and adbration, witn which 
he received an hand of St. 
Dennis, fent to him in a prefent 
by Qharlss the Simple* 

Otheo 
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Oiho, and Bruno, and enjoyed the fetiafa^lion of 

leaving to the eldeft of thcfe, who was already of age, the 
empire much more powerful, and the apthprity letter cfta- 
blifbed, than he had received them from his predccellbr 

^ Bod. Syntag, cx Meib. p., 490. 

CHAP. II. 

T^be Reign of Otho 1 . including the Tranfa£lions of the 
JVeJiern Empire under this Prince and bis Defcend- 
ents. 

A, D. 'THOUGH the princes of Germany had not bt^a very 
936. ^ well difpofed towards Otho, the great power* he had 

derived from his hereditary fucceffion, together with his en- 
rerprizing fpirit and perfonal qualifications, would have 
obliged them to adhere to the promife which they had already 
made in his favour (E). He was accordingly ele( 5 led emperor 
at Aix-la~Chapelle, by the unanimous confent of all the princes 
is then prefent, among which number were the archbifhops of 
dtaedand ^fagdebourg. Triers, Befan^on*, thebUhopsof 

AixTa Trefingen, Jugjhourg, Conftance, Eu bjlet, Uorms, 

Chanenc Erixen, and Hildejbeim, this Jafl being the emperor’s 

^ ‘ chancellor j the abbots of Fulde, Herchfclt, and Erbach, 

together with the king of Bohemia, and the dukes of Saxony, 
Bavaria, Aujiria, Moravia, and Lorrain All thefe took 
the oath of allegiance, and did homage to the new emperor, 
whom they promlfcd to ferve and affifl: againfl: all his ene- 
mies. Then they accompanied him to the great church, 
where he was met by the archbifhop of Mentz and the dio- 
cefan, in their pontificals, aflifted by other biftiops and all 
the clergy, who having faluted him with the ufual ceremo- 

* Witt. Ann. 1. ii. 

( E ) He inherited from his hending the city of JVittenher^, 
father the duchy of Saxony, Mifnia, Lufatia, the country 
Wejiph^lia, Angria, Thuringia, on the caft fide of Phffe ahd 
IF'etteravia, the countries Efter, the coifntry of 
pn the 11Fe/er In thv neighbour- and that whole trafi in which 
hood of fyinden, ani> thofe up- the city of Alagdehourg is fittt^ 
6n th^ Elbe, towards the con- ated (i), 
fnes of Lunenburg , « compre- 

(T) Hiip,* if. 
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oies, he proceeded into the middle of the church, where he 
flood in fight of the people, to whom the prelate addrefled 
himfelf in words to this eifeft : « I here prefent to you, 

Oth, chofen of God, formerly deftined< to the empire by 
<< his father Henry ^ and now elefted into that fupreme fta- 
tion by all the princes here aflembled. If this eleftion is 
agreeable to you, hold up your hands in token of your 
approbation.” This addrefs being received with univer- 
fal applaufe, and a thoufand acclamations, was conduft. 
ed to the great altar on which the r^alia were placed, when 
the archbiftiop girding on his fword, ^'Receive (faid he) that The cere 
fwft'd, and ufe it againft the enemies of Jefus Chrifl, z$menyojiis 
. well as thofe who unworthily profefs his name ; and em- coronL 
ploy the authority^d power of the empire, which Go6ition, 

** hatl^nr into youTTiShds, to confirm and preferve the 
“ 'peac^f the church.” Then putting on the mantle of 
ftate, “ Remember (continued he) with what fortitijde and 
fidelity you are obliged to maintain peace and tranquillity 
to the end of your life.” Laftly, prefenting him With 
the feepter and mace, he added, Warned by rhefe em- 
** blems, inflidt upon your fubjedh no other than paternal 
** chaftifement ; extend your mercy and compaflion to the 
minifters of God, to the widow and the orphan j and let 
the balm of your pity never ceafe to flow, *that you may 
acquire a never fading crown both in this life and that 
** which is to come.” After this exhortation, he was 
anointed by the bifhops with the facred oil, and the arch- 
bifiiop fet the crown upon his head. Then he afeended the 
throne, on which he flue durirfg the fervice ; after which he 
was rccondudled to the palace, where he dined in .public, 
and was ferved by the dukes and other noblemen, while the 
bifiiops had the honour of fitting at his own table. 

, He began his reign with the mod upright adminiftration y, 
being an implacable enemy to all crueUy and bafenefs, and, 
for a little time, he ruled in tranquillity and peace ; but 
this calm was not of long duration. The Hungarians^ ac- 
cording to cuftom, invaded Franconia, and ravaged the pro- 
vinces of Upper and Lower Saxony, where they put a number 
of people* to the fword, without diftinftion of fex or age. 

However, <heir progrefs was foon checked by Oth% whq 
comJtl^up with’ them in the plain of Dortmund mWeftphdia, 
attacked and defeated them with great* daughter; thep 
inarching into •Low^r Saxony, fortifiec^ Magdehourg, and 
pair^d^eiE/i<?, reftraia the Slaves other barbarian? 
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He finds of the north, who were tneditating a frclh irruption- Af- 
esn army ter this expe’dition, ^being informed that Wincejlaus^ who 
effainU ^iras inverted with the dukedom of Bohemia by the emperor 
Boleflaos. father, had been murdered by Bolejlc^i his own brother, 
who afterwards took pofleffion of the duchy by force, he 
was fo incenfed at the inhumanity of the ufutper, that he 
feat an army againft him, under the command of Mjtc^ count 
of Afcania, who engaged and at firft defeated Bolejlaus, and 
^ jy believed that, by this viftory, he had put an end to the 
y.- ' war; but the ufurper having, in a few days, rallied and 
reinforced his troops, and making a fuddea aflault upon 
the viftors, cut in pieces the whole imperial army *• 

Otho was inortally chagrined at this misfortune, which, 
however, he endeavoured to repaii;. levying a new army 
with all poflible expedition. He accordingly carriejLon the 
war for the fpace of fourteen years with great vigcl^ur and 
perfeverance, till at lart he gained a complete viftory over 
Bolejlaus^ who was fain to fubmit and own him for his fo- 
vcreign. But this was not the only war w^hich at that time 
engrolTed the attention of the emperor. 

The fins 0/ The death of Arnold^ duke of Baxiariay produced a 
Arnold, general revolution in that province. He left three fons, 
of Everhardf Arnold^ and Herman^ with a daughter called 
Bavaria, ju£th^ who was married to Henry of Saxony^ brother of 
dohlma e Evcrhard, as eldeft, feized the whole duchy, and rc- 

iJotho homage to the emperor, on pretence that he was 

not his vafTal but ally ; and although Arnold and Herman 
difputed the duchy with Everhard^ all three agreed to con* 
fider Bavaria as altogether independent of Germany ; a dr- 
cumftance which incenfed Otho to fuch a degree, that he di* 
Verted them of the duchy, and beftowed the inveftiture up- 
on Arnold's brother Bertolf who willingly did homage for 
fuch a prefent. Each pretender was fuppored by his own 
party. Pope LeoVll, owned Everhard as duke of Bavaria^ 
in a letter addrefled to the biftiops and noblemen of Germany ; 
and OthOf alarmed at this decifion, fet on foot a ncgociation 
•who enters to cngOLgQ the three brothers to refign their pretenfions: 
Bavaria jjyj. jJJgy refufing to comply with his defire, he entered Ba^ 
^ powerful army, and having fdzed Everhard, 
Uefl * ^ exile. Arnold and Herman were obligato 

^ g^g follow his court, pd their uncle Bertolf remained in qnlet 
‘ poffeflion of Bavaria *. As for the eldeft, he was obliged 
to pafs the reft of his days in the allodial territories depend- 
ing on Bavaria^ fituated in Voigtland andi .but. 

^ Dv^xa&vjvs Hiit.Bohem. } SicsB* 
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‘ each of his brplh^s afterwards Stained a palatinate, 
nM was pat in pofleffion of the lordftup of Scheyern, and 
became count palatine in Bavaria^ and Herman acquired 
the fame dignity in one of the provinces upon the lOftne. 

Eveehard, duke of Franconia, was likewife inverted 
with the fame quality, by which he maintained a jurifdic- 
tion over the magiftrates and receivers, and beftowed thofe 
places, and many others, npon his own friends and adhemits. 

The Saxons grew jealous of his credit and power ; and Henry, 
duke oiBrunfwick; the emperor’s brother, not only refuted _ 
to fubmit to his authority, but alfo infpired the Saxons with 
the %ie fentiraents, which entailed upon them the refen tmeht Emiwrd 
of Everhard^ who declared war againft Henry, and burnt ^ * 
tlie town of Elmen upon the Wefer. . Otho no fooncr heard of Franco- 
thefe p^gpeedings, affembled the noblemen of* his nia, and 

court; ||^bringing£v^rAarrfandhis accomplices to a tryal, Henry, 
condemtd each of them to carry a dog upon his Ihoulders, duke ef 
from the place of his habitation as far as Magdeburg, In this Brunf- 
jnanner did the ancient nations of the north punifli the fedi* 
tious, who had dirturbed the public tranquillity. Everhard, 
however, was pardoned at the interceffion of his friends; 
though the enmity ftill fubfifted between him and the duke of 

“ Brunfwick, and in a little time broke forth in preparations 
of war : then Otho fummoned both to appear at the diet of 
Arenjberg (F), which was at that time convened, but they 
did not think proper to obey the citation ; and Henry was 
afterwards furprized by his antagonift in the town of Baude* 
wic, and committed clofe prifoner to a caftle in Al/ace ; 
from whence, however, he was foon releafed, after having 
entered into a league againrt his brother with Everhard, 
and Sigebert duke of Anftrafta. Thefe, who were them- Henry, 
felves pretenders to the throne, took great pains to perfuade hrothtr 
Henry, brother to Otho, that he had the beft title to the im- Otho, 
perial dignity, becaufe he was born after the elevation of 
father to the throne ; whereas the birth of Otho was not at- 
tended with fuch advantage. He littened to thefe idle inli- 

(F) In this diet it was dc- duel. Accordingly an equal 
bated, whether children could number of combatants being 
inherit .the effeds of their fa- chofen on both Tides, they en> 
thejTs^whilo their grandfathers tered the lids; and the cham- 
werS^^l alive f and as this pions of the children having 
point could not be determined obtained thd^ vidory, the pro- 
any other way, ,ic was agreed ceTs was dfbtermined in their fa- 
that it Ihould decided^ by voor (i). 

^ , (l) Jerrt HUe. D' Mtmetgnt, $, Hi, f, 35*, 
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^Auftra- nuations ; and an aflbciation being formed, they began to levy* 
fla, and troops, and in a little time brought a confidcrable army into 
takethi the field, but were intircly routed by the emperor; dufce 
feld Everhard, who was general, being killed in the battle, 
gatnft the ^^3 fought upon thc baiiks of the Rhine^ and Sige^ 
drowned in that river, in attempting to make his efcape. 
foZ^s they Mean while Henry taking refuge in thc city of Mtrfbtmrg^ 
are de^ ^ and finding himfelf unable to defend it againft his brother, 
feated. was fain to fubmit by capitulation ; in confcqucnce of which 
|T he retired to the dominions of Lewis ^ king of France^ who 

had declared war againft the emperor in fupport of his pre- 
France. tenfions. Peace was foon after concluded betwee’t that 
A.D. prince and thc emperor, who was reconciled to his brother, 
941. and beftowed upon him thc duchy of Lorrain^ which did 
not long remain in his pofleflionJt!'*^'^ ’ 

SiGEBERT or Gi/elbert, duke of Huftrqfia o^Lorraifif 
had prevailed upon the noblemen of that provincc 4 o make 
a tender of it to Lewis, king of France, who received their 
homage accordingly; and Otho hearing of this revolt, march- 
V^he mpe- ed thither with an army and defeated the rebels. After this 
tor makes victory he undertook the fiege of Chevremmt, in the diocefe 
htmfelf of liege^ which, however, he was obliged to quit, in order 

oppofe the progrefs of the count palatine and the kir^ 
Men^ of France, who had entered Lorrain and compelled his 
and Che- friends to retire to thc other fide of thc Rhine, But Lewis 
vrcmoi^t. being 


Ann, Trever, 


(G) Wittichindus, who de- 
dicates his annals to Othd'B 
daughter, gives an account of 
a rebellion raifed by Eraerhard 
, and Tancmarus, the emperor’s 
natural brother; who being 
abandoned by his followers, 
and taking refuge in a church 
at Hereshourg, was (lain at the 
altar by fome of Otho'^ foldiers. 
E<verhard feeing their fchemes 
thus mifearry, artfully iniinu- 
ated himfelf into the good gra- 
ces of Henry, Oehoh brother, 
who was at that tirpe his pri- 
foner, and perfuaded bath to fet 
up for himielf, and take arms 
againft the emperor. "^Accord- 


ingly, having in a little time 
joined their forces, they took 
the field againft Otho, and were 
routed upon the banks of the 
Rhine, Henry retreated to 
Mersbeurg, from whence he 
afterwards retired by capitula- 
tion ; and having ftrengthenedl, 
his party by the acceffion of G/- 
felhert, theyonce more gave bat- 
tle, on the banks of the fam^ 
river, to Hermannul, ihe em- 
peror’s gcneratl, b^ wtosnthey 
were intirely dcfeatedp£«v^r- 
hard being flain, and Gifelber$ 
drowned, as We have obferyed 
above. commiferatinj; 

the dilbelTcxto which '^i1 bro- 
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biijhig iaformei'of a contraft which tibe biihop of laon had 
made with his enemy Herbert ^ count of VenmndMs^ quitted 
MJace^ to prevent thee0e£f of this treafoh; and Otbo 
yefted the city of Rrifae:^ during the fiegc of which he was 
abandoned by a number of noblemen,^ and, among the reft^ 
by Frederick, .archbifliop of Ment%, and Rut hard, biftiop 
of Strei/hurg ; neverthelefs, he continued his operations un* 
til the* place was taken, and then marching into Lorain, 
made himfelf matter of Metz, where he found Frederick and 
Ruthard, whom he fent into exile to the abbies of Fulde 
^nd Corbie* 

Afwer this fuccefs, he ordered his general Immot to rein- 
veft Chevremont, which was defended by Anfred and Arnold 
whh4uch valour, that the beiiegers were fain to have re- 
courfe and apprehended thefe two officers 

whom hi^-had invited to a conference, he fent them to the 
emperor, *^attd the town immediately furrendered 

Tho* Conrad, the fon of Everhard, inherited from his fa- Origin^/ 
ther the duchy of Franconia, with the counties of Hejfe and the Pala- 
Alface, he could not fucceed him in the dignity of count tinate tf 
palatine, becaufe Otbo had taken it from his father, and con- 
ferred it on Herman, third fon of Arnold, duke of Bavaria : 
but as this honour was unattended with any folid advantage, 
the emperor began to annex to it the lands and cattles fitu- 
ated on the Rhine, whence he acquired the title oi Count 
palatine of the Rhine: and, in procefs of time, thefe counts 
made great acquilitions by marriages, purchafes, mortgages, 
and imperial donations, fo as to form a very confidcrable 
province 

About this time the Slaves, being joined by Bolejlaus^ The Sfa- 
made an irruption into Bohemia, and furprized the city of ves make 
Prague, from which, however, they were expelled by the 

« Barrs, t. iii. p. 362. * Hitt.Palatinat.- 

thcr was expofed, took himin- his holy mother, he waspre- 
tp favour again, and it was not vailed upon to pardon iiis bro- 
]png before he engaged in ano- ther Henry, by this time har« 
ther confpiracy againft his life; raffed with the fatigues and mi- 
which being dete&cd, he fled ferfes he had undergone, and 
into> a r ^ ber * kingdom. Otho aflually made him duke of Ba- 
havingujus quelled all his cnc- *varia, Berthold being then dead; 
mies at home, fubdued the in which capacity he did cmi^ 
oi Burgundy, and be- nent ferviCh againft the 
came .formidable trail the na.> garians, and other enemies of 
tions ardund. TV n, by the the empiric 
intcrcc{fiqft,«A'»'‘d.iij .monition cf 


valour 
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/hn into valouf of the inhabitants : nor did they meet with more 
Bohemia cefs in their attempts upon the margravia^te <rf Standeniurgg 
W Bran- thpy were routed by count Gtron^ who having got 
denburg. their .chiefs into his power, pot them all to death, without 
exception 

Lewis, king of having loft the efteem of bis fob* 

jefts by his pride and indiferetion, fought to prevent the 
bad confcquences of difaf&ifion, by an alliance with the em- 
peror, which he endeavoured to ftrengthen by marrying his 
lifter Gerberge^ who was widow of Gifelbert^ duke of JLor- 
Otho rain* But his hopes were not of long duration; for Otha^ 
marches perfuaded by the iufinuationt of Hugh the Greats an# Her^ 
hert^ count Ae VermandoiSy entered France with a powerful 
f ranw; obliged Lewis to retire from C hamp agne into Burg^nlfy^ 

and received the oath of aUegianc#1fl5!!{ Hugh anil^^onfe- 
94^* derates, ifet their ardour was foon cooled by thAdeath of 
Herbert ; and Otho was recalled to Saxony^ to-*oj^ofe the 
deligns of his brother Henry, who, taking advantage of the 
emperor’s abfence, quitted Lorrain, and by dint of prefsntB 
and ^romifes, formed a very formidable confpiracy among 
if recaL the Saxon officers and foldicrs. His caufe was cfpoufed by 
id to quell the counts Bacco, Herman, Reenward, Wirende Werle, and . 
a new Lothaire; and meafures were taken to affiilTmate the emperor 
confpiracy ^idlembourg, where he intended to celebrate the feftival 
but being informed of their defign, marched 
r j againft them without lofs of time, and defeated their purpofc 

in a moment. The count de Werk, in order to avoid the 
puniftiment he deferved, made away with himfelf ; the reft 
of the confpiraiors were beheaded, and Henry confined tt> 
the caftlc of Ingelheim : yet he found means to efcape, and 
repairing to Frankfort, where the emperor pafTed his thrifts 
mas, proftrated himfelf at his feet in a mourning habit, and 
implored his pardon, which was immediately granted ^ 

Otho having recompenfed the fervkes of thofe who had 
never forfeited their fidelity, eftabliftied a tribunal at Bonn, 
to take cognizance of the injuftice and oppreifion which had 
been committed during the troubles, and made a progrefs 
from town to town, in order to determine differences, and 
regulate the policy of his dominions. He afterwards re- 
paired to Duejboiirg in the duchy of Cleves, having 

afiembled the noblemen of Lorrain, Franconia, znASkeBftmy, 
he ordered Rutbert, archbiftxop of Triers, and Richard, 
bifliop of Tongres, to be tried for felony, of which they were 
acculed by Conrad, the new duke of lorra \^ ; but they julti- 

® Chron. ScLAVic. ^ Hiit. 
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fed thcmfelves by oath, and were acquitted. Rutbert was A. 6. 
afterwards in great favour with the emperor, who erefted his 943. 
fee into a principality, by an authentic aft, which raifes the 
archbiftiops of Triers to an equality with fovereigns, and in- <f 
veils them with the rights of regality through the whole ex- 
tent of the diocefe 8. afrinctpa- 

About this time Berth^lf^ duke of Bavaria^ dying, Otho^ Marches 
at the follicitation-of his mother, bellowed that duchy on 
his brother Henry, who thenceforward behaved as a peace- France to 
able and loyal fubjeft ; and the tranquillity of his reign was the 
not again interrupted, until he marched with a powerful aitce vf 
army into France, to fupport Lewis againll his powerful ad- Lewis 
verfary the Great. He was joined by that king and the 
""co t r w i rf F landers Tet2i^(Wtbray , which they refolveJ to attack; ^Llaa- 
but un^j^ffttfnding itwas tui^well fortified to leave them any 
hope of [I'Asccfs, they turned afide to Rheims, which furren- 
dered in t 4 fts«cdays after it was invellcd. From thence they ad- 945. 
vanced to Pan^ and ravaged the duchy of France, belonging 
to Hugh the Great ; and, inllead of befieging the capital, 
marched to Rouen^ by the advice of the count of Flanders. 

Having pafled the river of Anddle, Otho^ at the delire of 
Lewis, fent a detachment of his bell troops, under the 
command of his nephew, to reconnoitre; and this young 
captain happening to meet a body of Normans, attack- 
ed them with ftich fury, that they fled to the very gate 
of Rouen: but this flight was no other than a Aratagem, to 
decoy the Saxons into an ambufeade; for the walls and ad- 
jacent fields were filled with archers, who immediately ap- 
peared, and the Normans madc*a vigorous fally at the fame 
time ; fo that the troops of Otho being charged on all hands, 
were routed after an obllinate difpute : their commander was allies 
killed upon the draw-bridjge, and almoft all the Saxons were undertake 
either taken or llain. Notwiihfianding this misfortune, he ^ 

refolved to befiege the town, and continued his operations Aouen, 
without effedl, until his army was greatly diminiflied by 
famine and dillempcr : then he formed the defign of betray- 
ing the count of Flanders to the enemy, becaufe he had been 
involved in this dangerous fituation by his mifreprefentations ; 
but the count being informed of his intention, with- 
drew hkVfio^e forces in the night, and the Impcrialijls and 
Fr^w^lj^eivingthe commotion, miftook them for an army * 
coming to the relief ol Rouen. This apprehenfion filled 
the camp with diforder : the foldicrs immediately betook 
themfclves to flightfs and the inhabitants of Rouen obferving 

• '*. fi* • 

* m< O’' 'Aim, Trever. FiopOari). I. iv. 
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tfccir confufion, made a general Tally, in which a great num- 
ber of the Saxons perilhed. Not contented with this piece 
of fuccefs, part of the garrifon, confifling of horfe, harrafled 
th^m in their retreat as far as Amiens, where Otho and 
Leuis paffed the Somme with their army The emperor 
returned to Saxony, leaving his allies ftill embarrafled with 
the war ; but at length, through his mediation, they agreed 
to a truce, during which he received fuch a dangerous fall 
in the chace, that his life was difpaired of, and he nominated 
his fon Ludolphus as his fucceffor, in the prefence of the 
principal noblemen of his court a/TemWed for that purpofe ; 
but when he recovered his health he revoked this dbfigna- 
. tion. 

A. D. Otho being at Aix la J^WTf of 

947 ‘ France-, and in the following •autumn they meh^pon the 

betlveL concert meafurcs for appeafing the trcfffWes which 

Anau^d agitated that kingdom, as well as for termin?*frtf^the fcan- 
W Hugh d^lous quarrel fubfifting between Artaud Hugh, who 
about the difputed with each other the archbilhopric of Rheims, Thefe 
arch- two prelates being fiimmoned to appear at the council of 
hijhoprk of Verdun, Artaud obeyed the citation ; and as Hugh refufed 
Rheims. to come, was provifionally confirmed in the fee : but that 
his competitor might have no caiife to complain, another 
afTembly was convoked for the following year, in the church 
of St. Peter near Monfon-, and Hugh ftill continuing obfli- 
nate, was excluded from the communion of the other 
bifhops, and fufpended from all afts of jurifdiftion, until 
other meafures fiiould be taken by a national fynod, to be 
held next year at Ingelhcim near Metz. 

Proceed- At this affembly, where the emperor and king of France 
inyj of the alTifted in perfon, the fcnience was confirmed in favour of 
ajfemhlyat Hrtaud, who was acknowlcged as lawful archbifliop of 
Ingel- Rheims, and his adverfary was anathematized. Several ca- 
nons were made to prevent fimony, and the tythes from 
being received by laymen; and Lewis, in a fet fpeech, com- 
plained of Hugh the Great, who had raifed a Rebellion againft 
him, and even deprived him of liberty. In confequcnce of 
thefe complaints.* Otho ordered Conrad, dilkc of Lorrain, to 
0|8, aflemble fome troops, and accompany Le^uis ]fiXQ the Lyo- 
' ’ 7 iDis ; where being joined by Robert, archbiftiop»l^ric?rj-, 

and Adalberon^ bifliop of Metz, after they hMr^xptllcd 
Hugh from the fee of Rheinis, they befieged and took Mon- 
taigu, and then marched againft Laon, which was defended 
by Thrcbaiit, coqnt de Chartres, whoft they e.xcojnmuni- 

^ nift. clc Normandie. 
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cated ; they Kkewife fummoned Hugh the Greeti to come and 
give an account of what he had done to the prejudice of 
Lewis bis fovereign. As for Conrad^ without waiting for 
the ifTue that citation, he quitted Laon^ and returned to 
Lorrain, after having re-united the city of Monfon to the 
.dominions of the empire; and Hugh the Great was excom- 
municated by the pope’s legate, in a council held at Triers 

The Danes having taken up arms, and murdered the mar- Otho 
grave, appointed by Henry the Fowler^ in the town of Sleef- 
wic^ and put to the fword part of the Saxon colony fettled 
in that place, Otho marched into Denmark, in the abfence of 
\imgdlarold, who had gone to the afiftance of Sturbeon, A. D. 
king of Sweden ; and having defeated fome troops that at- 949. 
^twtt^ed to.oppofe his paflage, penetrated into Jutland, 
with^^^rfeher Harold no fooner heard of this 

kruptionj^han he returned to his dominions, and a battle cn- 
fued, tke.,^ticulars of which are varioufly related: but, 
certain it i^TVie campaign ended in an accommodation, by 
which the king of Denmark agreed, that Otho fhiould keep 
a garrifon in Sleefwic, to defend the frontiers of the empire, 
and that the Chriftian religion fhould be preached in the do- 
minions of Harold 

After this expedition the emperor repaired to Aix 4 a* 

Chapelle, to regulate the affairs of the empire; and there he ^ 
was vifited by Lewis, and his wife Gerberge, who intreated 
‘him to employ his good offices in terminating the troubles of htm%and 
France, He accordingly fent Conrad, duke of Lorrain, with Hugh, 
fome bifhops and counts, to Hugh the Great, who being like- 950. 
wife tired of war, willingly liftened to his propoCtions, and 
peace was fooii concluded by virtue of his mediation. 

In the courfe of the fame year, the emperor’s fon LudoL Reduces 
phus was married to Idda, daughter of Herman, duke of Boleflaas.* 
Suabia, a prince of great power and rich poffeffions, which 9 S>* 
at his death devolved to his fon-in-law. But, in the midft of 
thefe rejoicings, Otho refolved to chaftife Bolejlaus, who, 
notwithftauding his former defeats, was ftill engaged in new 
enter prizes againft Germany, Otho therefore took the field ; 
and having invefted the town of Bolejlaw, into which j^!?- 
lejlaus had retired, carried itby affault. Yet he granted him 
peace, .Upbn, condition that he fhould repair the churches, 
recaM!^ exited* Chriftians, expiate by canonical penance 
the crimie of parricide, which he had confmitred upon die 
perfon of his brother Wincejlaus, and hoM his dominiSfi^'^a# 
fiefs of the einpiref ^ 

• - • 
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In the midft of thefe fuccefles, his affiftance was implored 
by JJix, widow of Lotbariuj, king of Itofy» whowasper- 
fecuted and Afipped of her dorakiions by Beranger the 
younger ; and her intreaties were reinfbrc;cd by the ibllidta- 
tions of pope Agapetus II. who was afraid of being opprefled 
by the fame power. In confequcnce of thefe importunities, 
the emperor marched into Italy ^ at the head of a powerful 
army, married Alix {Ethica^ his firtt queen, who .was a 
princefs of England^ being dead), made himfelf maftcr of' 
Pavidy ill which Alix had been kept prifoner, and, in fine, 
compelled Beravger to fubmit; but he was fo generous as to 
give him back a good part of his dominions, and to hpftow 
upon his brothers the marquifate of Friuli, Verona^ and fomc 
lands in Bavariay referving to himfelf no more thajj^rlic 
glory of his conquell. Yet, notjjji(468uS.ding favours, 
Beranger abufed his confidence, broke his wofd/ ^iid re- 
nounced his friendfhip. . 

Ludolphus, foil of Otho by EthicUy tb'^^e had al- 
ready been declared fucccflbr to the empire, being chagrined 
at his father’s fecond marriage, engaged in a confederacy 
agaiaft him with Conrad duke of Franconia, who was his own 
brother-in-law, and feveral other German noblemen ; by 
whofc afllAaiice he look pofleflion of divers cities, and fixed 
his head-quarters at Mentz* The emperor, apprized of thfe 
revolt, marched direftly againft him, beleaguered that city 5 
and, underllanding that his fon was fled, purfued him to 
Ratijlon, the fiege of which he undertook K After a block- 
ade of fix weeks, the inhabitants, being reduced to extremity, 
began to treat about capitulation ; but, before the articles 
were fettled, Ludolph, by the interceflion of the nobles, was 
permitted to retire with his followers, and almoft the whole 
city was burned to the ground. Some time after this retreat, 
^ Uidolph took the opportunity, when his father was hunting, to 
throw himfelf bare-headed at his feet, which he bathed with 
his tears; and, after a pathetic paufe, “ Have pity,” faidhe, 
upon your child, who returns like the prodigal fon to his 
father. If you permit him to live, who hath fo often de- 
« ferved to die, lie will be faithful and obedient for the fu- 
“ ture, and have time to repent of his folly and ingratitude.” 
The father, equally furprifed and affefted with Ais moving 
fpeftaclc, raifedbim from the ground, While, tbetea^jy tackled 
from his eyes, took him into favour, and forgave al his fob 
lowers. 


^ Annal. Geiai. ex Meib. Witt, ii^nal. 1. iii* 
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OTHOt after baviog^put an end to the civil wars of Gimmy^ Otho 
was, in his return to Saxtmy^ met by ambafladors from Hun- marchn 
gdry, who came on pretence of congratulating him on his 
viftories ; but, in cfFeft, were fpies fent to obtain infbrma- 
tion of the ftate of the empire. For, in a little tifec, he was , 
informed by his brother Henry f that thefe barbarians had cn- ^ 
tered Bavaria with fiich a numerous army as feemed to have 
left their own country quite unpeopled ; and that they had ^ 
deih'oyed a great number of churches and other edifices, and 
{lain the inhabitants of the towns and villages through 
which they pafled. The emperor no fooner received this in- 
formation than he marched to the relief of that province, 
while the Hungarians were employed in the fiege of ^ugjhurg\ 
a&fif'*n^twUjsftandinc: the inferiority of his number, attacked 
their afm/with fiKlTvigouV, that, after a very obftinaic en- 
gagement, which lafted a whole day, the barbarians were 
defeatedr^^««4j^ut in pieces with incredible flaughter *. 

Next yeaNie turned his arms againft the Slaves^ who A.D, 
had made an irruption into the empire, under the command 95^* 
of Stornefger^ and found them intrenched with their booty 
on the other fide of the river Ratz ; which having pafled up- " 
on a bridge of boats, he defeated them in a pitched battle, in 
which their king loft his life, and next day put to death 
feventy prifoners, in order to intimidate the barbarians by 
this example of feverity, Neverthclefs they revolted again 
the following year, and, being again defeated, implored the 
clemency of Otho ; who pardoned them, on condition that 
they Ihould enjoy nothing but the effefts belonging to their 
wives. 

During this war with the barbarians, he received an em- 
baflTy from Abderame^ king of the Arabs of Cordova, to con- ^ffihajp9$ * 
gratulate him upon his viftorics, and another from Helen, fr^ the 
queen of the Ruffians, with compliments of the fame kind, Arabs 
and a requeft, that he would fend mifliooaries to inftrudl htv and Rof- 
iubjefts in the Chriftian religion®. In the midft of thefefisns. 
felicitations, came deputies from the Italians to demand (he- 
cour againft the tyranny of Beranger, and Otho fent to their 
afliftance an army under the command of his fon Lvdolpbus ; 
who, after having defeated the tyrant, made himftlf mafter Italy 
of fcvcyal ^pjpgss, and in a great mcafuFC delivered tfiat Qoxxn-der she 
try ffo^opprefflon : but, inftead of applayfe, be met with command 
nothingMt ingratitude from Italians, which rofe tofuche^J^wt^ol- 
4 pitch of infolence, that they even reproached him with hh phus, 

• * Ann. BIIcss gent ® AulSr, p, i. I.iv. 

/ * • D 3 paft 
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dies of paftcondufl:, and in particular with his revolt agalnft his fa* 

grief ther. Thefe feverc farcafms overwhelmed him with grief and 
A. D. mortification, whkh foon brought him to his grave^ His 
9 S 9 * death, which was bitterly lamented by Otho; gave Beranger 

time to breathe, and take the field with Peter Caudren^ foa 
of the duke of Venice^ who had been exiled for having cm* 
barked iii fome enterprize againft the intereft of that repub* 
lie, Thefe affodates began to pillage the country, and even 
befieged pope y^^nXIIL in the city of Spoleto\ fo that’thc' 

• Italians implored again the aiEftance of the emperor ; as a 

tecompence for which, Valpert^ archbiftibp of Milan, would 
fiance confcCrate him king of Lombardy, and the pope befiow'upon 
of Otho; him the imperial crown, Otho, flattered by thefe propofal s, pro; ^ 
960. mifed to inarch into Italy, as foon as^he Aigitld h«{e regflSfea 
the affairs of Germany ; which oxaiv to difoifs, he af* 
fembled a diet at Worms:, where his young fon Otho, by his 
fecond wife, was elcfted king of Germany, ap^i^rterwards 
crbvvned at ^ix la ChapeUe, the’ he had not ^t attained the 
eighth year of his age ", Then he appointed Merman Biting 
gencraliiTimo of the troops deftirted to aft ag'ainft the Danes 
and Slaves in his abfence, aftd left young Otho under the 
tutorage of the archbifhops of Mentz and Cohgn 

Having taken thefe precautions, and made fuitable pre- 
parations for his march, he fet out for Italy at the head of a 
powerful army, accompanied by his wife Alix and a great 
number of prelates 5 and, taking his route through Bavaria^ 
palled the Alps without refiftance. 
g On his arrival lat Rome, he was confecrated by the pope, 

^ho re- crowned emperor of the Romans, dignified with the appella* 
turns io ^ jkigujlus, and received the oath of allegiance from 

Jtaly, /V thefenate and the people; who fwore to obey him as their 
confecrat- fovereign lord p (H), Upon this occafion, hediftributed immenfe 
ed, and largeflcs in jewels, gold, and filver, reftored to the church 
eleBed tm- all the demefues formerly granted by Pepin 2SiiCharlemagne\ 


n SjrcoN. de Reg. lul. 

, H£X% Boo. Synt. ex Meib. p. 

(H) The fame author relates 
the particulars of the expedition 
, into Prance, which the emperor 
undertook in favotMr of I^Wihis 
brother- in*Iaw, who# had been 
depofed by Htegh, furnamed 
the Great, father of Hu^h Capet, 
Lp*wis was reftored by the arms 
of Otho, who befieged PanSf 


• Ditmau. 1 . !i, > Fr. 

+ 93 - 

took Rheims, and made himfelf 
mafter of LyonSf, , ifltemy and 
other French hiftCi’lanMifee nOf 
tice of this mvafion ; two* Heifs 
is wholly filent on theTubjeft, 
in all ptobaliility, thro’ fear or 
difobliging .t^ French apiong 
whom helivefi. ^ 


which 
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• which had been wrefted from it by the petty tyrants of Italy ; if 

at the feme time letters patent were expedited and figned by 
himfelf, the bifhops and nobles, importing, among other 
things^ that, according to the agreement formerly made with , 
Eugenius ai^d hh fuccclTor, the Eoman clergy and nobility . 

ftiould oblige themfelves, bypath, toholdnoelediioncanom-^^^^J^^ 
cal, and to confecrate no pope until he ihould; in the pre-*^^^ 
fence of the emperor’s fon, or ^mbaffador, make the Utxit thichurcL 
promife which had been voluntarily made by Leo III. on the 
lathe fubjeft, 

Beranger and his wife being retired to Monteleoney 0th 
marched thither ; upon which fhey furrendered themfeiveS| 
were tried, and condemned to p^erpetual imprifonment at 
J^amberg^ where tltey ended their days. 

ejpfKKQt,^had no fooner withdrawn his army front 
Rome, than pope fohn, oU pretence that Otf)o maided to 
dirpofTefs the church of the lands which bad been granted 
it by his pv^deceffors, introduced into the city Jlbert, the 
fon of Beran^er, who, with his father, had been bis moft 
outragious enemy, and indeed the occaW of his imploring 
the ailidance of 0th. 

These news- no fooner reached the ears of die emperor, Calls a 
than he returned to Rotne (the pope and his pew patron hav- council 
ing fled at his approach), obliged the fenatc and people to re- 
new the oath and promife they had formerly made, and, in J^hnXII. 
order to be revenged on John, convoked a council to try him 
for the fcandalous life he was accufed of having led ; for it 
was not his piety that had railed him to the papal chair, into^*^/ 
which he was thruft at the age of eighteen, by the intrigues 
and bribery of his father Alblric, whofe influence and power 
were at that time exceffive (I). The council being affemblcd. 


(1) The depofeion of jthe 
witnefles, publicly read in coun- 
cil, contained the following par- 
ticulars: that, in celebrating 
the mafs, he had not commu- 
nicated $ that he had ordained 
a deacon in a ftable, without 
minding the canonical hours ; 
that h^ad lold divers bifhop- 

than Ipn years* of age i that he 
had \io\sLXieA the widow of Rai- 
ner, us ; lain with his his own 
father's concubine, converted 


the holy palace into a brothel, 
and caufed John the cardinal 
and fubdean to be afl’afTmated : 
that he was guilry of letting fire 
to houfes ; that he had been feen 
exciting tumults in the ftreets, 
with a nelmet on his head, and 
a fword by his fide ; that, in 
the courfe of his debauches, he 
had drank the health of the de- 
vil ; and that, in playing at 
ha'aard, fie had been feveral 
tunes l^ard invoking the names 
of Juft ter and T ( i ) , 


{ 1 } ¥trf, a:t. 6 « 51 * 
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heavy complaints were preferred againft him for the fpace of ’ 
three days by the archbifliops and bifhops of Italy ^ as well as 
by the people of Rome, Otho^ who affifted in perfon, or^ 
dered him to be fummoned to appear and anfwer to thefe ac- 
cufatlons ; and he, refufing to obey, was declared unworthy 
of the papacy, and depofed : tho’ many authors affirm, that, 
as this council could not be oecumenical, the depolition was 
of no validity. Be that as it will, Leo VIII. was clefted by, 
the unanimous fulFragcs of all prefent, took the chair in that 
very affembly, and executed the decree by which Otho was 
recognized as emperor of the Romans^ fovereign and king of 
Italy, with all the rights and prerogatives for him an^ his 
fucceflbrs, which pope Adrian I. had granted to Charlemagne^ 
including the right of inveftiture of biftioprics, and thedpe^- 
tion and cofirmation of popes. This decwe^iw^tS^onfilmcd 
. jy by the oaths of all the clergy Shd people ; fo that, from 
. ’ this date, we may juftly ftile Otho empeior of the Romans, as 
^ he now acquired the fame title by which it hpd^ecn con'- 
John rf- ferred on Charlemagne. Having fettled thefe affairs at Rome, 
Jumes the appeafc fomc difturbances at Spoletto and Came- 

rina, which he erefted into principalities ; but, in his ab- 
VhHilri of feveral prelates and noblemen at Rome, at the infliga- 

J ToTa^fd Albert, favoured the return of John ; who depofed 

is murder- declared his clcAion void. In a few days after his 

having thus rc-afTumed the papal chair, he was found in bed 
HeisPtc- ^ and miferably flail! by a rival. Never thelefs 
cec\ldh adherents ftill perfifted in refufing to own Leo for pope, 
licnedid ; proceeded to the eleftion of Benedict V. who was ac- 
’ cordingly promoted to the chair of St. Peter. 

^vhoUde- emperor, being informed of thefe tranfaftions, 

TnfJhy ^warched back to Rome ; which having befieged and taken, he 
tie em- Benedifl to appear before another council, which he con- 

Peror, vened for that purpofe ; and he, obeying the fummons, pre- 
fented himfelf in his pontificals, and was queftioned for his 
prefumption in ufurping the apoftolic dignity, during the life 
of pope Leo, contrary to the oath which he had taken. 
BenediB owned bis error, implored the compaffion of the 
council, and humbled himfelf before Leo ; who, at the de- 
fire of Otho, pardoned his crime, permitted him to keep the 
deacon's orders, and fent him into exile at Ham^ijrgh 
Then Otho, having obliged the Romans to 
that they would ne,ver choofe a native of any other ci^untry 
‘ than Germany for thejj- emperor, and regulated the affairs of 
Italy, he returned to his own country, an^ held a diet at 

I t ' ^ 

1 Haw. Woj.T, CroBt Brym, 

Cbhgne, 
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in which was confirmed the divifion of Lor rain into A.D. 
two provinces ; the one, bounded by Luxemburg Vini.Francbe 9 ^ 5 - 
Compu, being given to Frederick QOXxnide Ba% brother 
jfdalber&Kf biftiop of Mentz^ and Bnmo, archbifliop of 
JogH^f referving the other, which comprehended the duchies 
of Brabant f Juliers, and Guelderland^ together with the pro- 
vinces contiguous to the mouths of the Rhine^ the Meufe^ 
and the Schme ' (K). 

Pope Leo VIIL dying in the courfe of tliis year, the 
mans fent deputies to know the plcafute of Otho, who fup- 
plied his place with John XIIL who was imprifoned by thc^^Tl 
Romans but foon releafed, and re-eftablifhed by the 
peror, who returned to Rome for that purpofe. ^ Otno?^ 

cont ented with the re-cftablilhment of John^ he re- Otho 
folved to pufiflftr^ for their inconllancy. The con- punijbes 

fuls were exiled, the tribunes of, the people were hanged, to the Ro- 
the number of a dozen ; the body of JefroL who had been rmnsfir 
ring-leader oT^e revolt, was dug up, dragged through the^^"'' 
ftrects, and thrown into the common fewer ; and his fuc- 
cefTor as prefeft was expofed upon an afs, with his head 
the tail, and, after having been publicly whipt, confined in * 
a dungeon. 

Having made thefe examples, the emperor eftablilhcd a iiV 
well-regulated policy in Rome, vifited die cities of Italy,fonte be 
and confirmed the donations of Pepin and Charlemagne »• crom^ned 
Then he caufed his fon Otfjo to be crowned at Rome, as his 
alTociate in the empire ; and, this ceremony being perform- 
cd, he repaired to Capua, where he was vifited by ambaf- Receives 
fadors from Nicephorus Fimas, tjmperor of the Creeks, ^\ioanembaffy 
came to renew the alliance that formerly fubfifted between Ni- 
the eaftern and weftern empires. This negociation did not cephorus 
immediately fucceed ; for Nicephorus, who ftill poflelled fome * 
towns in Calabria and Apulia, demanded that Otho would 
relinquifti fome cities that he occupied in the fame country, ^inoplc. 

I BAaRi.t.iii. Pf 497. * SicoN.de Reg. Ital. 

(K) While the emperor was triers, in prcfencc of Bruno, 
in Italy, count Sigefroi purchaf- archbifhop of Cologne, many 
ed the Luxembourg from other noblemen, of the clergy 

F^iggsr, Maximin of as well as laity. And this is 

friers, \o j^om he gave in ex- the origin of the fbrtrcfs, duchy, 
change hef of Viieke, ftta- and illuflriqps houfe, of Luxm^ 
ated in the country of Ardennes* hourg[z), 
rhe contraft was executed at 

(%) Anrti Trev, /, ix, p. 4S7, 

and 
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and afiift him in expelling the Saracens fi'om others which 
they had reduced. Otho^ wbofe aim was to make himfelf 
mafler of Apulia and Calabria^ in order to unite Itafy and 
Germany into one empire, did not relilh the demand of Nice^ 
ph&rus ; but ncverthelefs took that opportunity of fending a 
favourable anfwer to the Greek emperor, and of fignifying 
his aflent to a propofal which Phocas had made, of a match 
between young Otho and his daughter Theephania. Notwith- 
thefe advances to friend/hip and alliance, Nice- 
much incenfed at the refufal of his other de- 
ctf/fy ufid the prefumpdon of Otko in afTuming the title of 

ij^e emperor, that he formed an execrable plan of revenge, which 
Greeks, he was enabled to execute by his craft and diffitnulatioa. 

Ambafladors were fent to Conjiantinoplef to rebate thj^eofT 
ditions and ceremony of the nuptials, aifff*a^w35 apj^inted 
at which the princefs was to be received by the Germans ; 
who, repairiM to this rendezvous with a magnificent train, 
were all maflacred or carried prifoners to Coi^ntinoplc, ex- 
cept one or two who efcaped with the news of this horrible 
treachery *. 

q68. Otho, incenfed at this enormous perfidy, ordered counts 
Othoffjdj Oonther and Sigefrid, who were brothers, to march with 
an army the flowcr of his army into Calabria, where they defeated 
into Ca- the Greeks, commanded the nofes of their prifoners to be 
labfia ; cutoff, and ravaged the whole country, 

Nicephorus being foon after put to death by his fub- 
jefts, Jahn Zemifees, his fucceflbr, nc^ only releafed the 
Germans, who were prifoners at Conftantinople, but alfo fent 
Theophania, with a magnificent trsdn and rich prefents, into 
Italy, where her marriage with young was happily con- 
fummated (L). The emperor, iceing his fon married to his 
wifti, and cA age and capacity to govern his dominions, cn- 
972. joyed In peace the pro^rous ftate of his affairs for two 
and dies at jcars ; at the end of which he died apopleftic at the city of 
Minle- Minlcben, in Saxony, after a reign of thirty years, during 
ben. which he gave extraordinary proofs of uncommon generofity, 
piety^ and courage, and juftly acquired the appellation of 


• Luitprard* Witchiud. dc Corb. Ann. 1. iii, 

(L) About thy time Magde- been primates of but 

bar^ vs^s ereded into the luetro* x^w, that it is in poiTefOon 
polls of all Fandalia, The rch- pf protofiants, it is conudered as 
bifhops of this fee have fince a lecuUr priocipality (3]. 

* I i 

(s) Mam. H!Jt, d*AU$magne, t, iii, p, 443, AnnaU dt VBwp, tn i. f. 143. 

Great, 
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Great While his fethcr ^as alive, he married Editha (M), 
daughter of Edmundy king of England^ who founded the city 
of Magdeburg and afterwards took tdNvife who, 
at his death, retired into a convent (0). 


0 T H 0 IL 

/^TI/0 IL furnamed tie Sangttinary on account of the A. D. 
^ great quantities of blood winch he fpilt, had been elefted 975* 
and jrowned during the life of his father, whom he now 
ceeded in the empire, tho’ he was at firft oppofed by Henry duke 
4)f Bavarian his own coufin-german ; who, being fupported by 
foriie Oi(hop :^ w» fe d himfelf to be proclaimed ziRatiJhon : how- 
ever, he was foon reduced, and not only obliged to renounce tJcnr/ 
his title, but alfo to relinquilh his duchy, which was given duke of 
by the viftor <o Otho duke of Suabia» This competitor being Bavaria j 
quelled, the emperor turned his arms towards the river 
Elbey to oppofe Harold, king of Denmark, who had ef- 
poufed the interefts of Henry, and advanced with a large 
body of troops to fupport his caufe ; but he was fo hampered 
by Otho, that he fued for peace, adding confidcrable pre- 
fents to his requeft, and folemnly promifing to pay an an- 
nual tribute ; for which he gave his own fon as an hoftage 

« Annal. Saxon, p. 324, * Barrb. t. iii. p.453. 

(M)ThecontinuatorofjBr<^/8 * (N) His body was tranf- 

ecclefiaflical hiftory feys* that f to Magdeburg, eindihm^ 

Henry iheFo^ler fent toAthdflany in the cathedral ch urch ; wh ere 
king of England, for his two his tomb is Hill to be foen, dif- 
lifters, Adgetta and tgltia, the tinguifhed by this infeription : 
laft of whom he gave in mar- T res luEm tauf^g funt, hoc fub 

i’iage to his fon Otho^ and the marmore cluuf/e , 

other to a certain duke, whofo Rexy decus tccUfiay fummue 
territories lay near the Alps, honor patrite {^), 

^elady, whomOr^ijcfpaufed, (O) The annals of this reign 
is varioufly named by various are written by the famous Mit- 
authors, bein^ fometimes called tiebind, who was a monk of 
Adiva^ Eaditiia ; by CorhUy and lived in this age, 

WitchureA Dttma- His work is intitled Annales de 

rus^ Edk\ and by Matthew of G^.f and publiftiedin 

tFfminper, Eadgeva* the coltod^ion ctf Meihostdus (5). 

# 

^4) Anatl, St^ hW./k,. (j) Sigti, V»’ lUnft. t, 13,. 


Thus 
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mibm he Tmus fatisfied, 0 /Ao inarch^ againft the duke of Bohe- 
elefeats, mia, who had been one of the confederates of his compe- 
•with the titor; and, having ravaged his country, returned to make 
dukeef jjead againft Henry himfelf and tlie duke bf Cetrinthia, with 
Carin- b'jftiop of Frevingen ; whom having defeated and taken, 
thia, and regained the city of Pnjfaw, and concluded an advanta- 
"‘"^“luith 8*°“® Bohemia. As for Henry, he 

"was aflembly convoked at ^lidtembourg ■ and, 

^Bohf- being convifted of treafon, was, together with the Wlhop of 
mia. Jugfbourg, exiled to Utrecht, where they were kept as pri- 
A. D, fbners of ftate 7 . 

977 - He had fcarce difengaged himfelf from thefe troubles, 
when he was involved in a war with Lotharius, king of 
France, about the fuperiority of Lorram^''. which the 
French monarch revived his prctenfions ; tho’ the immediate 
caufe of the quarrel was the countenance and fupport which 
France gave to the two fons of Raruer count of Hainault, 
who had been ftripped of his dominions in the reign of the late 
emperor. Thefe two noblemen, looking upon the death of 
Qtho 1 . as a favourable conjunfture, affembled fome forces, 
marched towards their hereditary dominions, and, in a pitched 
battle near Peronne, defeated Gamier and Rainaud, the two 
noblemen to whom Hainault had been given : then they entered 
Lorrain, which they ravaged without oppofition ; and 
being feconded by Charles, brother of Lotharius,\i.nA Hugh 
Capet, at the head of a good army, they took polfelfion of 
their father’s country, after having expelled counts Godfrey 
and Arnold, who had endeavoured to obftruft their pro- 
grefs *. 

The emperor being intimidated by fuch a powerful aflb- 
ciation, headed by the king of France^ who took this oppor- 
tunity to claim the fuperiority of tliofe and many other coun- 
tries, endeavoured to appeafe that monarch by beftowing, 
in fief, the duchy of Lorrain upon his brother Charles. The 
king of France, however, was not fatisfied with this conde- 
feenfion, which he did not confider as a fufficient attonement 
for the lofs he had fuftained by Otho's incroaching upon the 
right he had to certain parts of that duchy. He therefore re- 
folved to do himfelf jufticc; and fuddenly raifingan army, 
marched direftly to Aix la Chapelle, in ord^tj.'t^ jihe em- 
peror by furprizq, Otho efcaped wdth difiiculfy, and, jnffamed 
with a defire of rcypnge, aflembled his forces to the'jliumber 
of fixty thoufand men, with which he made an irruption 

r Annal. del’Emp.t. i. p. 145- * hARRfubifap. 

4 into 



C. 2. ^ Hijery of Get4xmf. . 45 ^ 

• into the territories erf Lotharius^ ravaged all Champagne and 
the Ifle of France ; and, having granted peace to the French 
on his own terms, evacuated the country, tho’ not without 
fuftaining a conliderahle lofs by an inundation of the river 
Jfne, in confcqucnce of which a great part of his army was 
deftroyed » (P). 

Geoffroy count of jifnjou^ furnamed Grifegonelle^ or Grey 
Coatf who commanded the French army on this occafion, 
propofed to decide the quarrel by fingle combat with Otho^\ 
but this expedient was rejefted by the imperialifts, who 
would not fufFcr their fovereign to expofe his life to fuch un- 
nccei&ry hazard. Be this a$ it may, certain it is, he con* 
eluded a peace with the king of France^ and bellowed the 
w'hole of Low Lorraine with part of the other, upon Charles ^ 
brother of iStMYfaSj who did him homage on his knees for 
that country 

Having adjufted the affairs of Germany^ his next expe- Hemarch* 
dition was into Italy ^ in order to chaftife the Romans^ and es into 
recover Calabria and Jpulia, of which the Creeks had taken Italy, and 
poflefllon, by the affillance of the Saracens^ contrary to the haxardi a 
treaty made by the two emperor’s, by which thefc two pro* hattie. 
vinces were given to Otho as the dowry of Theophania his A. D. 
wife. Immediately after the death of Otho I. the Romans 979 - 
refolved to free themfelves from the German yoke, while his 
fucceflbr involved in domcftic troubles. They raifed 
one Cencius to the confulate defied a new pope called 
Boniface VII. who had gone to Conftantinople to invite the 
Greek emperors Bafilius and Cotiftantine to come and take 
polleffion of Rome ; and their fleet, being joined by the Ara* 
bians of Africa^ had invaded and fubdued the coaft of 
Naples and Calabria • 

Otho, in confequence of thefe ravages, marched into Italy^ 
entered Rome without oppofition, and from thence going in 


» Barre. t. Hi. p. 459, Annal. del’Emp. t. b p. 146. 

^ Chronogr. Sax. ad ann. 979. * Baron. Onvph. 


(P) Some authors affirm, that 
Otho was defeated by the 
who purified his army for three 
days zrti ^!^4^|ghts as far as 
the n^rMeu/ifi and that Lotba- 
rius aft^wards made peace 
with him againft the inclination 


of his nobles (6). Others al« 
lege the emperor retired with* 
out lofs, and pafTed the river in 
a miraculous manner, follow- 
ing St. Wolfrfng^ who divided 
the waters, ib that they march* 
ed over on dry ground ( 7}. 


(6) €uitAs JRang, %d §nn* 97S. Lem i'OftUt» (7^ Brun. Annal. Soier, 
f* a. /* iii. ^.*15$. 
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queft of the coemy, hazarded a battle, ia Mrhich his enei^ies' 
W'ere at Hrft put ia diibrder ; but the Rmmn troops and thofe 
of Beneventim giving ground, anid the Baracms raHyiug, 
his army was lb totally defeated, iliat, being di veiled of ail 
hope, he fled to tl^e fea-lkle, and hading a velTel, embarked, 
and committed himfelf to the mercy of the waves. The 
Ihip being taken by corlidrs, who did know his quality, 
he was carried into SkUy^ where he ranfomed himfelf for a 
large fum of money, having deceived his captors by the faci- 
lity with which he fpoke the Greek language ( Q_). 

It was not long befonehe levied new forces, and renewed 
the war ; daring which the Sarucens in kaly were totally ex- 
tcrihinated. Then be not only chaftized the cowards who had 
abandoned him in the firfl eogagemeat, but, ^h aving difetr- 
. vered that the inhabitants cf Beiietxentunf"1SS^ fiiYourQd his 
*g * enemies, and even furnilhed them with provifions, he allow- 
^ ‘ cd his army to plunder the town for three whole days, and 

then ordered it to be iet cm fire. Nor did th&Bonians, who had 
likewife deferted him, icfcape with impunity. Having invited 
the principal perfons of that city to an ©itertainmeat, he, ia 
the mldfl of their fellivity, commanded the authors of hjs 
overthrow to be felefled, and put to death in the prefence of 
the whole company * ; a puniUament, whidi, tbo* perhaps 
juft in the main, was infli^ed in a manner unworthy of a 
Chriftian prince, or a found politkian. This, in|||il probabi- 
Hty, was the origin of the epithet Sanguinary ; ino* he was 
likewife diftinguilhed by the appellations of Bu/us and Terror 
Sarazinorum. 

Orders the BEING informed that the Sclavoniam^ taking advantage 
Saxons abfence, Imd invaded Saxony ^ and ravaged the bifhop- 

eind Thu- Qf jjrandenburg^ Havelbcrg^ and Merjhurgy he ordered 

^tomake Saxons znd T^ringians to make headagatnft them 5 and 

bead a- obedience to his command, charged the enem-y with 

gainjithi fuch valour* and fuccefs, in different encounters, that they 

« Barxe. t. in, p. 462. 

ifQJ Gohelims Terfbua al- then was, he . took the opporta* 
leges, that it was a Grecian (hip nity, while the (hip ^as at an- 
in which Otho entbarked 5 and chor in die roa^an^h^ mailer 
diat the mailer being prevailed fcefitating, to 
upon, by the prortafe of a great the fca, and fwim alho^, where 
reward, to carry' him to Che city he was received by his wife and 
of Rojffario^ where the emprefs adherents (?). 

Ootf, Petf, at. vi. cap, xHx, 


were 
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were obliged to retreat with the lofe of thlrty*fcven thoufead Sclavo- 

iiicn{R)- » . . 

SeoK after thisinvafioii, he died at Rome of a bloody flux \ A. D. 
occafioned by a wound which he had received from a polfon-* ^83, 
cd javelin, in the battle with the Greeks ; and his death is Dies at 
faid to have been haftened by his grief for the behaviour of Rome, 
the emprefs rheophania^ who had in public exprefled her joy 
at the viftoi7 of her countrymen, tho’ it was obtained over 
her own hulbatid (S). 


0 r H 0 m. 


III. when he fucceeded to his father, was no more OthoIIL 
^ than twelve years of age (T), for which reafon he ^^i^fucceeds to 
furnamed thstjnfaiit ; but that appellation being foon laid afide, kis father^ 
he acquired the epithet of Rufus y and at length was dignified 
with the title of Wonder of the World, His eleftion produced 
great difpiites among the Italiatis and German princes, who 
had accompanied his father to Rome ; fome of whom openly B^vaHa ; 
declared in favour of Henry duke of Bavaridy and nephew 
to Otho the firft. This prince, who afpired to the empire, 
claimed the tutelage of young Otho, as his neareft relation, 
and the government of the empire during his minority ; on 
this pretence he aflcmbled a body of troops, with which he 
entered Cologne ; and, feizing the perfon of the emperor, 
who wasiln that city, under the care of archbifhop IVarin, 
conducted him, with a numerous train, to Corbie, and from 
thence to Magdeburg, where they were received amidft the ac- 
clamations of the people B. The Italians, who wanted to h 
fliake off the German yoke, and have an emperor of their S**® . 
own countiy, fet up a Roman nobleman called Crefcentius,\ u 
'who was at that time confiil, and governor of the city. But ^ * 
the greateft part of the German princes efpoufmg the caufc 
of Otho, ^6, tho* young, had already given marks of a 
fine genius, delivered him from the hand of Henry, and con- 
veyed him to Wciffemjladt , where he was proclaimed with the 


^ Annal. Sax. 1 . 1 \\ 

(R) About this time Ham- 

burg anij Bremen were etefted 
into aq fee (9). 

(S) *Otho made a law, for- 
J>kldin,^ bis fobjefls tabcHeve an 
Italian apon his oath ; and de« 
creed, that, whena caufe could 
not«be determined by evidence, 

(9) Annul dtVBmp. f , ii. p. 147' 


< Barre. t. Hi. p. 474. 

it fhould be decided by (ingle 
combat (10). 

(T) According to Gohelinus 
Perfona, he was but two years 
of age wh^n his father died ; 
but 1 ha%%, with Rei/s, followed 
the authority of Dttmar, Baro* 
niusy and otlUr hitlorians, 

(lo) Meat, U*.. 2. r. 5. 

ufual 
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ufual folcmnity ; his title being acknowl^cd through Ger** 
many^ Lombardy^ and all the other dominions of the em- 
A, D. pirc, except the city of Rome, which had fwrved from its 
9B4. duties in favour of the conful Cnfcentius. As for his educa- 
tion, it was committed to the care of the archbifliop oiMentn 
and the bi(hop of Hildejbeim^ 

Hi*van- During the Jfiirft years of his reign, Lotharius, king of 
^ui/h,s the France^ invaded High Lcrrain^ and made himfeJf mafter of 
Sclavoui- Verdun *, which however was, after his death, reftored to 

nnns Cermany. The Sclavonians too, affifted by the Danes, fol- 

Dancs. lowed the example of the Komani, and revolted ; but Otho 

^ had fcarcc attained the age of fourteen, when he began to 

eXercife his courage and capacity againft thefe rebels, whom 

he vanquifhed in divers expeditions, and a^Jgpgth wholly* 
fubdued. 

Conteft in Lewis V. of Fra 7 icc dying about this period, the conteft 
France began between Charles duke of Lorrain, uncle to the defunft, 
between and Hugh Capet, a nobleman of great talents and influence, 
Charles who found means to render his competior odious to his coun* 
duke of trymen, to obtain a neutrality of the emperor, and, laftly, to 
throne of France, after having taken prifoner the 
^ unhappy Charles, who did not long furvive his misfortune 

* Otho, having now attained the years of diferetion, vifited 
the towns upon the Rhine, confirmed the privileges of the bi- 

988. Ihops and abbots, difplayed his liberality among tin monaftc* 
ries ; from thence made a progrefs into the northern pro? 
Vinces, and tarried fome time at WUdeJhufen, where he made 
feveral regulations for the eftablifhment of good order and 
the reformation of the people, who were ftill in a ftate of 
favage ignorance and barbarity ^ 

War*wiih ^ Danes, under their king Sueno, pillaged Lower 
/i»^Danes. Saxony without oppofition, divided their fleet into twofqua- 
drons, one of which entered the Wefer, with a view to fend 
out detachments, and lay the country under contribution ; 
while the other, anchoring before Stadoi, took the city after 
a faint refillance, and then defeated the emperor’s lieutenant, 
count Thierri, who had aflembled the militia in order to flop 
their career ; but Sigefroi, who had commanded in Staden, and 
made ftiift to efcape, rallied and reinforced the ^imperial 
troops, and attacking the enemy, who by tljis ti?a& were 
thinned by diftempers, and incumbered ifi ftiSr "booty, 

989, compelled them to retire on board their fhips with ^e ut- 
moft' precipitation. ^ The other detachment met with a worfe 

^ Anna], de rRmp. t, i. p. 151. * SuciL. t. x». p.'^26y. 

^ Nang, ad ann. 990. * Krantz;. 1. xiv* Sax. Chron. 23. 

fate; 
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fate; for, being bewildered in rhdr excurfious, they forced 
one Hurhert to be their guide, and he, having led them into 
the midft of a number of morafles, gave notice to the Saxons^ 
w'ho fell Upon them with great fury, and retook the booty 
they had gained ; fo that Sueno returned to his own coun- 
try with great difeomliture and difgracc 

Immediately after this expedition, war broke out 
tween him and Enc\ king of SweJeuy who fitted out a pow- 
erful navy ; and, giving battle to the Danijh fleet, obtained Sweden* 
a complete vi6Iory, in confcquence of which he united Dm- 
mark to his dominions. Otho^ unwilling to be at variance 
with fuch a powerful neighbour, made him tenders of friend- 
fliip, which were immediately embraced, and they engaged 
in a treaty, by which it was flipulated that German miffiun- 
aries fhould be allowed to pr«ach the gofpcl in the domi- 
nions of Eric^ and that none of the fubjefts of Sweden^ Den- 
7 na?'k, or Nor'ivay, fhould, for the future, make iacurflons in- 
to the territories of the empire 

While the emperor Was employed in' thefe tranfaftions, A.D* 
Crefeentius neglefted nothing to eftablifli his power mRome^ 990. 
where he even imprifoned pope John XIV. becaufe he fa- 
voured Otho'^ party ; who, dying in conliuement, was fuc- 
ceeded by John XV. This new pope was lb pcrfecutcd by 
the fame tyrant, that he fled into Tufeany, from whence he 
fent legateslto implore the emperor’s protefti'>n. Tlic Ro- 
mans, remembering what they had fuffered under the two 
Ibrmer Othvs for their cruelty to their popes, were fo terri- 
fied at this appeal, that they imjncdiately deputed fome citi- 
zens of the firft rank to wait upon John, and intreat him to 
return, with the moft folemn afllirances that they would, for 
the future, behave to him with all due reverence and refpeft. 

Tho’ John, confiding in thefe proteftations, returned to Romc^ 
where he was honourably received, the emperor, who knew^'^"^’ 
the caballing genius of the Romans, fent the emprefs Thco- 
fhania. Ills mother, into Italy, with a body of troops com- 1 
manded by Hugh marquis of Brandenburg ; and fhe, being a 
woman of fplrit and difeernment, reftrained the and ftaly. 

the reft of the Italians within the bounds of their duty, for 
the fpace of two years ; at the expiration of which fhe fet out 
for Germ^nyy -bvwing the marquis, whom Ihe had created 
Florence, to obferve the motions (if that unfteady 
people. Jn her journey '"to Frankfort fhe was taken ill, and 
died at and, her body being tranfported to Co- 

® ATnnal/Padcrb. ad ann. 989. 

Mod. Hist. VoL. XXIX. 


Chron. Magdeburg. 

E iognr, 
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A.D. 

993-. 
War with 
the 

Slaves. 


Diet of 
Magde- 
burg. 
99S- 


Olho en* 
ters Mi- 
lan ; 


logne^ was interred with great funeral pomp, at which Oiho 
affifted in perfon. 

After this ceremony, he marched againft the Slaves^ 
who had revolted, and taken the city of Brandenburgs and, 
having expelled them from that place, obliged them to fuc 
for peace, which he granted upon reafonable terms ; but it 
was not long before they were fpirited up to another revolt 
by one Chiezo, an outlaw, under whofe conduft they fur- 
prifed Brandenburgs and made themfelves matters of feveral 
other places ; which, however, were privately betrayed to 
the emperor by Cbiezos on condition that he ftiould be par- 
doned, and reftored to the poflelEon of his effefts. The 
SclaveSs incenfed at his perfidy, continued thj^war with va- 
rious fuccefs, until, after having fufFered divers repulfes, they 
again humbled themfelves before the emperor, who granted 
them peace, in confideration of rcleafmg all their prifoners 
without ranfom, and furrendering the places which they ttill 
potteiled on the frontiers of the march of Brandenburg 

Otho, having thus triumphed over the Slaves^ repaired 
to Halberjiadt, to alTitt at the dedication of a new church 
built by bitttop Hildebrand ; from thence he made a circuit 
thro’ the different provinces of the empire, where he enafted 
new laws, and made regulations for the prefervation of .or- 
der and the public peace ; which being ettabli(hed by his 
care and diferetion, he aflembled a diet at Magdeburg^ in or- 
der to demand fupplies of troops and money for his expedi- 
tion into Italy y where his prefence was necell&ry to punilh 
Crefeentius for a frefli revolt; and quell the feditions which 
had rlfen in the cities of Milany Capua, and Beneventwn. 
Thefe demands were backed by the remonftrances of the 
nuncios, whom pope fent thither to invite him to come 
with a powerful army, in order to punilh the rebels, quiet 
the troubles of Italy, and receive the imperial crown ; and 
his departure was, moreover, earnettly follicited by Lan- 
dtilphiiSf archbittiop of Milan, who had been expelled from 
his diocefe, and come to Magdeburg to implore the emperor’s 
proteftion. 

Otho, having raifed a confiderable army in confequence 
of the fupplies he received from the, diet, beg^n hiSinarch for 
Italy, ancj inve|l:ed Milan ; whicli being lurrehdered in a 
few days, he entered the city in trij^ph, and re-eftabliflied 
the archbjfhop, by whom he was crowned king of Lo?«- 


hardy. Thence he proceeded to Pavia, Vhere he celebrated 
the fcftival of Eajlcr, and afterwards repaired to Ra^erma, 


• Ditmar. I. iv. 


where. 
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•where, heading of the pope's death, he caufcd Brunby a 

lation of his own, to be elevated to the papal chair 5 and thigwwwft/ 

Baxon prelate, who ifliimed the name of Gregory V. fooa Rome 

after his elevation crowned his patron emperor of the Ro^*^**^ 

manSy with the fame folemnity and pomp which had 

tended the coronation of his father and grand -father p. 

This ceremony being performed, the conful Crefeentiut ^ jy 
pardoned by the interceffion of the new pope, and the trou- gg5 ’ 
Dies appeafed at Capua and Beneventum^ Otho fet out on his He does a 
return to Germany ; and, vifiting in his route the principal ftg^ 
places*of Lombardy, ftaid fome time at Modena, where he Aiimal piece of 
a very fignal piece of juftiCe upon the perfon of his tmipYQkjuJiice at 
Mary, daughter of the king of Arragon. That princefs, in- Modena^ 
Cenfed at the fepulfe (he had met from an Italian count, of 
whom file was enamoured, accufcd hirit to the emperor of 
having made an attempt upon her honour ; in conlequenne* 
of which charge, he was tried, condemned, and beheaded : 
but, a few days after his execution, the countefs found means 
to prove bis innocence, and undeceive the emperor ; who, 
being extremely /hocked at the difeovery of the truth, or- 
dered the emprefs to be burned alive, and fined himfelf, for 
his over hafty judgment againft the count, in a large fum for 
the benefit of the widow"* (U), 

The emperor, at his return to Germany, found tho:. Slaves 
in po/Tcfllon of Bernbourg; from w^hence having expelled 
them with great /laughter, he repaired to Magdeburg, and 
deprived the archbi/hop jGi/elarius of the government of that 
country, becaufe he allowed himfelf to be furprifed by the 
barbarians This expedition was fcarce finifhed when he 
under/lood that Crefeentius, having been again clefted conful 
in Rome, had expelled pope Gregory, and elevated another ro 
the papal chair under the name of John XVI. (X). Enraged 

p Chron. Hildeih. t. iii. ^ Barre. Hill, d’AUemag. t. iii. 
p. 506. * Annal. de TEnip, t*i. p, 155. 

(U) Several authors, in giv- underwent this ordeal to the 
ing a detail of this tranfadion, ailonilhment and convidliou of 
introduce a "miracle in favour of Otho j and it was great pity (he 
the deceased couI^^ \ who, they ’ had not tried the experiment be - 
fay, lai 3 injunctions on his wife fore the deathaof her hufbai|id* 
to go and manifefi his inno- This (lory isj’uppofed to be 
cence tb the emperdr, by hand- bulous (11). 
ling a red hot plate 6f iron in (X) He was bilhop of ?la» 
his prefbncei She accordingly eentife (tz)! 


(ii) Annah de i'Enp, t, i. p. 1^:5. 

E.2 


(12 D if mar. 


at 
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Bejieges at this infult, tlic ciBpcror returned with a powerful army to 
Rome* Rome\ which having befieged and taken, he ordered the an- 

and puts tipope to be thrown from the top of the caftle of St* Angelo, 
to death hccu put out, and his nofecut off. CVif- 

XVI being alfo apprehended, was mounted upon a forry 

Crefeen- condi .d through the city with his face towards 

the tail. Then being put to the torture, together with 
A. D. twelve of his accomplices, they were all hanged in a cinder 
998. upon the higheft tiee that could be found, as an example to 
the reft, who had fnpporicd or connived at their rebel- 
Tion^ (Y). The two ufurpers being puniflied in this man- 
ner, and Gregory reftored, the emperor, to prevent luch fc^ 
ditions and revolts for the future, publifhed a decree, im- 
porting, that the Germans fliould ha\ e the “foie right and 
999- power of clefting a^Rojmm emperor among their own coun- 
trymen, exclufive of all other nations ; and that the pope 
ihould have no other authority on fuch occafions, than that 
of proclaiming the deftion at RomCy and of performing the 
ceremony of coronation, when the emperor fliould think 
proper to go thither. This decree was ratified and con- 
firmed by (h'cgory ; and feveral hiftorians affirm, that Otbo 
and this pope, in order to fecure the empire to tl^ German 
nation, afterwards reduced the eleftors to the number of 
feven ^ 

Then he returned to Paviay where he made feveral con- 
ftitutions and regulations for reftoring and eftablifiiing the 
peace of Italy* The new pope dying in the fccond year 
of his papacy, he fupplied^his place with Gcrhcrt^ formerly 
archbiftiop of RheimSy who took the appellation of Sylvefter II. 
and prevailed upon Otho ro renew and confirm the privileges 
which had been beftowed upon Roman church by Pepin^ 
Charlemagne^ and Lewis the Debotinairc. 

Having fettled the affairs of Italy, he fet out for Gctmiany 
by the way of’ Bologna, halted at Ratijlon, entered Thurin- 

• Hexss Hift. de I’Emp. t. i. p. 190. ' Barr, ut fup. 

(Y) The manner of this con- having fued in vam for the em- 
ful’s death is varioufly related, peror’sforgivenefs iwearelike- 
Some authors allege he was kill- wife told, that Othp took his 
cd by treachery ; and others widow for his niiftrefs,* and af. 
affirm he fell valiantly fighting terWards did penance for his 
in defence of the caffie, after cruelty to the amipope {i3h 


(13) Anna!, de VEwp, t* up, 156. Bat, t. lii. p, 510. <Glah,^l* i. 
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gia, andvifited fotne town^mUpper Saxany ; fiom thence Poland 
he proceeded to Poland, which he erefted into a kingdom at freaed i». 
the follicitation of duke Bolejlaus, who did him homage, *"' 1 * 

and agreed to hold his dominions as a fief of the em- 
pire ^ (Z), 

Soon after this excurfion, being informed that the Sara- Marches 
cens had taken the advaiilage of his abfence to make an ir- into Italy, 
ruption into the Campa}ua of Rome, { wx ^ y'vlc Capua, and ravage 
the neighbouring country, he haftened into Italy, aflembled 
his army at Ravenna, retook the city of Capua, expelled the 
barbarians, re-edabliflied peace, and repaired to Rome with 
a fnvall number of troops. While he refided in the capital, 
the Tibiirtines, whom he had formerly chaftifed for fedition, 
revolted again ; fo that he was obliged tt) go and befiege the 
place, which furrendered at diferetion. At his return, he 
found the gates of Rome (hut againft him ; and altho’ he 
was next day admitted, with a few noblemen and officers, 
a confpiracy, formed by Gregorio, of the houfe of Tofcanella, 
had well nigh deprived him of his life : the Roman people A. D. 
openly rebelled againft his authority, and it was with great 
difficulty he made his efcape by the affiftance of the marquis 
of Tufeany, who had in vain attempted to effeft an accom- 
modation While he was bufied in affembling forces to re- A poifoned 
venge this indignity, he was poifoned by a pair of gloves, pair 
fent him in a prefent by the widow of Crefentius, whom he v » 
is faid to have debauched under promife of marriage y. 

The empire loft a great prince by the death of Otho, who 
was equally brave, refoliue, and juft ; and, after the ex- 
ample of his father and grand;father, remarkably liberal to 
the church : infomuch that two thirds of the ccclefiaftical 
benefices in Germany are faid to have been granted by thefe 
three emperors. He died at P aterno, in the 3^^ year of his at Pater- 
age, after a glorious reign of 1 8 years ; his body was carried no. 

» Baron, am. t. V. p. 962. * Ditmar, 1 , iv. p. 44. 

y Hift. de PEglife, par Bened. Prelat;. 

{Z) Otho is faid to have open- adorned with rich jewels, upon 
cd the tomb of Charlemagne at his head (14). 

Mx la Chapelh, where he found Had Charlemagne been inter- 
ihe body of that emperor feared red in this manner, the iV^r- 
on a throne of gold, in his im- mans, who deftroyed Aix la 
perial robes, wdth a golden Chapelle before this period, 
iceptreinhishand, and a crown, would ha«dly have left him fit- 

^ , ting upon a throne of gold. 

• 

( 14 ) Ditmar, /, iv. p, 44* 

E 3 to 
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to Aix la ChapeUe, at his own requeft, and his bowels in- 
terred at Augjhurg 


. H E N RT l\, 

A. D. f'X T H 0 being dead without ilTue, three competitors. ftar ted 
100 2. ^ up, fuppofed equally qualified to wear the imperial 

crown; Hcjiry duke of Bavaria^ Herman duke of Suabia 
and Alfncc, and Ekkard marquis of Saxony. The firft of 
Kenry thefe,, being grandlop to Otho II. by his daughter, was, by 
duke of means of his fu per ior power, elefted, confirmed, and con- 
Pavaria fecrated, at Mentt, by the archbifhop Wilgifms^ under the 
ii fldifd. Qf Uenry TL and he is faid to have been the firfl whp 

was raifed to that dignity by the votes of the feven eleflors ; 
but this fucceffi he did not attain, until his competitor Ek- 
hard was afiaflinated by the counts de Northicn^ who were 
Henryk partifans a. 

Herman reign, by caufmg Herman duke of Suabia to 

dcclartd declared an enemy to the empire, in an aficmbly at Mentz ; 
an enemy in confequence of that declaration, he ravaged his do- 

'^the cm- minions %yith the forces of Germany raifed for that purpofe ; 
pire. while his rival, refolving to lupport his pretenfions by force 
of arms, and being furniftied with troops by the bjfhops of 
Conjlancc and Coire^ advanced into Aljaccy and took by af- 
fault the city qf Strafhurg\ which, tho' part of his own do- 
minions, had declared againfi: his inteicft. He iikewife pro- 
pofed to decide the conteft jhy fingle combat with Henry^ 
who accepted the challenge ; but his courage failed him, and 
he was in a little time obliged to yield to the fuperior for- 
tune of his adverfary 

The new emperor, having laid Suabia under contribution, 
marched into Saxony ; and at Mersburg received the oath of 
fidelity from duke Bernard^ {he archbilhops of Magdeburg and 
Bremen^ the counts palatine, Bolejlaus, Poland^ and 

the deputies of the Slaves^ who inhabited Pom^^ania, 

Being thus acknowlcged through all the dominions and 
fiefs of the empire, he, in compliance with the repeated re- 
queft of his nobles, married Cunegunda^ daughter of the firfl ' 
count of iMxvmhcurgy and their nuptials were celebrated at 
Padeiborn with great magnificence. m^dc a circuit 

€ 

^ GoB.Bri? s. Cofmovb ict. vi. c. 51. Chron. Magdeb.ex Meib. 
p. *^0. Hi K. Be J). p/ -t|S7. DiTMARChron. Annal, 

$ax. p. 38?.. ^ Vita Hcnriciauft. Adfj-i:. 


aDGjQhg 
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among the provinces, where he exercifed the virtues of 
equity and benevolence, deciding vexatious procefles, re- 
iloring the peace of families, and re-eftabli(hing union among 
the nobility, which were divided by feud or fa( 5 lion. After 
having taken thefe wife fteps for the advantage of his coun- 
try, he repaired to y^ix la Chapelte^ where he w^s crowned ^^enry is 
a fecond time for the fatisfatffion of feveral noblemen, and, in 
particular, of Herbert archbifiiop of Cologne^ who allied, 
that the firft coronation had not been performed with 
formality. ” ^ 

Mean while Herman, tho* he made Ihift to fnrprize Herman 
Brijac, and gained fome other petty advantages, found 
^reat difficulty in keeping his partifans together; at length, 
-defpairing of being able to cope with the power and autho- 
rity of Henry, he made him a tender of his fubmiffion, by 
the canal of his friends. This being accepted, he came in 
perfon to Bruchfal, and on his knees aflced pardon of the 
emperor, who received him courteonfly, and granted him 
every thing he defired, on condition that he fhould repair the 
damage he had done to Strajlmrg 

Notwithstanding this accommodation, he renewed 
his intrigues, in conj million with Theodoric duke of Lor- 
rain, and publicly committed cruel outrages agaiufl fogae of 
the emperor’s adherents in that duchy ; fo that Henry, in 
order to put a ftop to thefe diforders, affembled a diet of the 
Lorrain noblemen at ThionvlUe ; where it was refolved to 
raze the caftle of Muljherg on the Rhine, and other precau- 
tions were taken to interrupt the jumSlioa and correfpond- 
ence of two fuch powerful oppofers. 

In the midft rf thefe deliberations, the emperor was in- Commo- 
formed of the commotions by which Italy was agitated, flons in 
The people of Lombardy, determined toihakc off thzCerman^^^^Y* 
yoke, had chofen Hardouin marquis of Ivrea king of Italy, 
but this ele6tion was declared null and void by Jrnold arch- 
bifhop of Milan, who intended that no king of Lombardy 
fhould be chofen without his confent; 'and, in an affembly 
of bifhops and abbots, decreed the crown to Henry, to whom 
he inftantly fent deputies with an account of the tranfaftion, 
conjuring him to come without delay, and deliver the Itali- 
ans from the tyranny of theufurper. In confequence of thefe 
foiUcJtatlons, Henry fent a body of troops, under the com- 
mand of Ot^ duke of Carinthia ; but Hurdouin, having fe- 
cured the pafles of the Hips, attack^ them with 15,000 
mea, ia a confiaed place, where they could not be extended 
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or drawn up in line of battle ; and, after a very obftinate en- 
gagement, obtained,*! complete viftcry 

The emperor, tho' very much mortified at thl$ misfortune, 
could not quit Germany^ where he was detained by frcftidif- 
turbances. BoleJlojis duke of Bobmia being a weak and 
worthlefs prince, the king of Poland refolved to feae this fa- 
vourable conjnnflure of retrieving Cracovia, of which his do- 
minions had been difmembred by the father of Bolejlaus.. 
With this view he befieged and took the town by aflault ; 
then pillaged Silejia, and penetrated to the heart of Moravia^ 
deftroy ing the whole country with fire and fword. He af- 
terwards invaded Lvfatia^ and made himfeJf mafter of Meiffcn ; 
while Bokfiaus, inftead of taking meafures to oppofe his pro- 
grefs, wallowed in riot and debauchery, and committed fuch 
a^fs of opprefiion, that his fubjefts revolted. They chofe in his 
room IVlodowiCj a prince of the ducal honfeof Bohemia^ who 
a£lually received the invefiiture of the duchy from the em- 
peror ; but liQ dying foon after his ele(51ion, the Bohemians 
ilipplied his place with Jaromlr^ brother of BoleJIauSy with- 
out the confent or approbation of the Polifi king, who was 
fo much incenfed at their prefumption, that he re-efiablifhed 
the baniflied duke by force of arms. This worthlefs prince, 
being now again in quiet poircffion of his dominions, invited 
his principal noblemen to a banquet, where they were cruelly 
murdered : his fubje(51s, cNafpcratcJ at this aft of barbarity, 
complained to the kingof who, on pretence of ad- 
julling the ditFcrence between him and his people, propofed a 
conference, in the midft of which all the duke's attendants 
were affalTinated, his own eye&»were put out, and he was feiit 
prifoner to the frontiers of Poland, while the king repaired to 
Prague, where he was joyfully received by the Bohemians y as 
their deliverer and proteftor. 

Alt 1 10’ Henry was not a little chagrined at thefe revolu- 
tions, he did not pretend to treat the king of Poland as an 
ufurper ; but demanded that he would do him homage for 
Bohemia, and the other conquefts he had made of the fiefs of 
the empire. To this demand he fent no definitive anfwer. 
The emperor being informed that he had entered into a 
fccret afibciation againft him, with Hezelo de Schev)einfurt 
marquis of Francoma, Erneji duke of Suahia, and Henrf% 
own brother, Bruno bifhop of Augjhurg, he convoked ardiet 
at Merjhoiirg, and" in confequence of the deliberations of that 
aflcmbl}', raifed an army of Bavarians, Lorrainers, and 
Franks, with which he catered Franconia, took the town 

^ SiGON. de Reg. leal, 
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of Marfclau, and other llrong places, which were difman- 
lied, compelled Hezclo to fly for proteftion to the PoHJh king, 
and ordered ErncJ, who was taken prifoner in the courfc of 
the Campaign, to be bcheaded 
These difturbances being quelled, ordered the 

Saxon and T/mt Indian troops lo march againft the Slaves of Slaves rf* 
Ifolfiein, who had revolted at the inftigatioii of the king of 
Poland^ pillaged the country between the Oder and the Elbcy 
and threatened Saxony with fire and fword ; while their allies, 
the PoUJh troops, made frequent irruptions into Bavaria. 

The emperor having repelled thefe barbarians, ravaged JHol^ 

Jlein, 'fecured the frontiers with proper garrifons, and at his 
xtVOiVxx Xo Merjhourg was reconciled to his brother Bruno% 
at the fame he pardoned Hezelo, at the interceffion of the 
archbifhop.of Mentz and the duke of Saxony : but, in order 
to prevent the bad confequences of fuch a turbulent genius, 
he ordered him to be confined in the citadel of Givinkenjieim» 
under the care of the archbifhop of Magdeburg 

In the courfe of this year, Stephen, duke of Hungary^ 
who had married the emperor’s fifter Cifella, and converted a 
great part of his fubje^s to the ChrUlian religion, received 
from pope John XIX. the title of king and apJUe; and his 
dominions were divided into ten bifhoprics, of which Strigonia 
was appointed metropolitan, though, as yet, the idolaters 
of that country were much more numerous than the Chrif' 
tians. 

Henry being ftrongly foUicited by the archbifhop of A. D. 
Milan to march againft Hardouin^ fet out for Italy by the 
way of Bavtiria, where he had the fatisfadlion of feeing 
Henry of Luxemburg, his brother-in-law, elefted duke by 
theftates or parliament of that province : then leaving his 
wife Cunegunda to the care of the aichbiftiop of Magdeburg, pavia. 
he pafted the Alps, and marched towards Verona. Hav 
douin retired at his approach, while he proceeding to Pavia, 
was there crowned king of Lombardy by the archbiftiop of 
Milan ; but Hardouin having fome partizans in the town, 
they inflamed the populace to fuch a degree, with artful 
infinuations, that the whole city was involved in tumult. 

One multitude ran to the palace, in order to deftroy the 
emperor, whom they loudly reviled as a tyrant and ufurper; 
while ^another croud fecured the gates againft the imperial 
troops, which were encamped without *the walls. The 
Germans, who were within the city, aflcmbled for the de- 
fencej^f their fovereign, repulfed the feditious Pavians from 

^ B\ap,r, tom. iii, p. 546. ^ Annal. Saxo. p. 639. 
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the palace, while the foldiers ia the camp, underftanding 
the nature of the commotion, fcakd the walls in great num- 
bers, and committed a terrible flaughter in the ftreets, until 
the emperor commanded them to defift, and retired to the 
forti efs of St. Peter. Thither the principal inhabitants re- 
paired in a body, to implore his clemency, and lay the 
blame of the fedition on a few partizans of Hardouin^ who 
had practifed upon the ignorance of the vulgar : and he ge- 
ncrouily accepted of their apology, obferving that mercy was 
bis favourite virtue, and that he would much rather find 
thdir obedience the refult of afFcftion, than the coHfequence 
• of fear S. 

Bt returns HAVING quelled the commotion, and received the fubmif- 
to Ger- fion of the other towns of Lombardy by their deputies, he 
many ; repaired to Milariy where he found the Inhabitants quiet, and 
hi appearance devoted to hisfervice; and from thence he 
returned to Germany j by the country of the Grifons^ puniih- 
ing delinquents, and ena6ting lalutary laws and regulations 
in the countries through which he pafled. In his progrefs 
through the provinces, he convened an aflembly of bifliops 
and nobility at Dortmund^ in Wejiphalia^ for the reformation 
of abtrfes both in church and ftate; and acquired fuch a cha- 
rafter of generofity, juftice, and moderation, that people 
came from all the neighbouring nations to fettle in the em- 
, pire. As Bolejlaus^ king of Poland^ flill continued in .pof- 
efta Qf and fet at defiance, the emperor 

V Pra<^ue- declared war againft that prince, by the advice of 

® ^ an allembly convoked at Merjhottrgy marched agaiull the 
ufurper, whom he expelled from that duchy, and entered 
Prague in triumph, where he eftabliflied Jaromir^ brother 
of their former duke Bolejlaus ; and gave orders for releafing 
Hezeloy marquis of Franconia, at the defire of a minifter, 
whofollidted his liberty in a patlietk add refs from the pul- 
pit. Then he afletiibled his nobles at Magdeburg, where it 
Was riefolved to profecofe the War, with the utmoft vigour, 
againfl the king 'of Poland, who continued to make incurfions 
as far as the river Sala in Mifnla ; and, in confequence of 
that refolution, he paflfed the EWe with an aimy of Saxons, 
purfues ih$' After a fatiguing march, he found the enemy encamped be- 
Poles into tween the Mers Tober and C?rftT,andcrofling the firft of thefe 
ibetroavn , jjj night, fell upon them with fuch fury, that they were 
country, deffeatM **. Bolejlaus being no longer able to keep 

the field, fued fiw peace ; which being granted, he returned 

% 

'* BaJiRS, ubif^ipra. ‘ Anual. Boic. p. 575. 
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to Saxony i and fcvwtly punifccd feme Slavis^ wbo had A.D. 
Interrupt!^ the pnbHc peace in his abfehce, ioo6« 

It was now that he pot in execution the fcheme he had 
formed of ercfting Bamherg into a biftiopric ; which was 
confirmed by the pope, on condition that the bifhop lliodd 
hold it of the hply fee, and pay a yearly acknowlegement of 
an hundred filvcr marks, and an horfe completely caparifon- 
ed : but the biflxop of fVur^ttrg oppofmg the creftion,a5 an ^ 

expedient that would difmember his diocefe, Henry alFcm- 
bled a council at Frankfort upon the MatUy where he pro- 
. ftrated himfelf before the bifhops and prelates, who, to the 
number of thirty-five, fubferibed the confirmation of his 
holinefs 

Boleslaus, weary of the peace, endeavoured, by falfe 1007, 
infinuations, to decoy Stephen^ king of Hungary y into an 
alliance agalnft the emperor ; but that projeft mifearrying, 
he fell upon the PruJianSy or BoruJfiemSy a favage people, 
who migrating from the fource of the Tanais, had fettled in 
fhe defarts between Poland and the Balticy where they lived 
in the utmoft barbarity, feeding on horfe fleih, and worftiip- 
jng ferpents : yet they muft have pofle/Tcd fomething worth 
having, as the Poles found their account in plundering the 
country. 

About this period, Otho, duke of the low Lorrainy ahd 
laft known defcendent of Charlemagne y being dead, Henry 
beftowed the duchy upon Godfreyy count of the Ardennes, 

This donation gave umbrage to Albert , count of Namur, 
and Lambert, brother of the cofint of Mans, who had mar- 
ried fifters of the late duke, and were now patronized by the 
king of France, who wanted to revive his pretenfions upon 
fjorravu They were likewife fupported by Baldwin, count 
of Flanders, Who began hoftilities in tbdr favour, and tOc^ 
Valmcknnes, and other places upon the Scheld, belonging to 
Low Lorraih. Henry, incenfed at thefe outrages, affembWl 
an army, and marched into Flanders, where he madeafrttit- 
lefs attempt upon Ghent ; but be ravaged the conntty, and 
carried off jr number of the nobility ; fo that Baldwin was 
fain to fubmit, and Was pardoned on condition that lie 
would reftore Valenciennes, defray the expences of the WaTi 
and give hoftages for his f uture fidelity K 

At the faipe tithe High Lor rain was involved id trouble 
Ahd confufiou, on account of the bifhopric^of which 
was ufurped by Tbeodonc, brother of die Aiprefs Ctm^unda \ 
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' while another brother, called Adalberm^ ambitious of ob- 
taining the archbiftiopric of Triers^ oppofed Megingauck^ 
who was nominated to that fee by the emperor. But thefe 
ufurpers were furniftied with troops by Frederic ^ count de 
Luxemburg^ and chiefly fiipported by their own brother 
Henry ^ duke of Bavaria^ who was for his rebellious beha- 
viour put to the ban of the empire. 

While the emperor was employed in appeafing the trou- 
bles of Lorrain^ Saxony was violently agitated by new com- 
motions, excited by a quarrel between Herman^ fon of Eh- 
hard, count of Thuringia^ and Guncelin^ marquis of Mifnia, 
which laft, in an aflembly of the Saxon noblemen, being con- 
vi^fed of having begun the hoftilities, and of having engaged 
in lecret connexions with Bolejlaus^ king of Poland, the de- 
clat ed enemy of the empire, Henry divefted him of his do- 
minions, which were given to his rival, and committed him 
as a piifoncr to the care of Arnold, bilhop of Halberjiadt. 
His brother Bnmo promifed to deliver the town of Meifen to 
Bolejlam, who fent his troops thither for that purpofe ; but 
they were rcpulfed by the garrifon, whom their commander 
could not corrupt, and next day Herman entered and took 
poffeflion K 

The emperor refolving to chaflife Bolejlaiis for his clan- 
deftinc pradtices, fent an army againft him, under the coni- 
mand ot Jaromir, duke of Bohemia, who advanced into Si- 
lejia, befieged Glogaw, and ravaged the open country; while 
. Henry fortified Lebus, on the frontiers of Brandenburg and 
Poland, by which means he was matter of the Oder, and in 
a condition to hinder Bolejlariis from making irruptions into 
Lufatia and Brandenburg. 

Then he afl’embled a diet at Cohlentz, in order to do 
juftice upon the rebellious biftiops of Metz and Triers,^ and 
•their brother the duke of Bavaria, who fome lime after came 
hin perfon to Aix-la-Chapclle, where they threw themfelves at 
his feet, implored his clemency, and were taken into fa- 
vour 

The emperor, fatigued with thefe inceflant troubles, 
cloyed with fuccefs, fick of human grandeur, and charmed 
with the tranquillity of a monkilh life, entertained thoughts 
of abdicating the empire, and becoming a canon of Straf- 
bourg : but thefe fentiments were combated by the jfrinces of 
the empire, who reprefented the neceffity of his continuing 
upon the throne fbr the common good of Germany, in fuch 
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^ager remonftrances, that he fufFcred himfelf to be perfuaded, 
and contented himfelf with founding a rich prebend, the 
pofleflbr of which was called King of the Choir. By this 
time Bolejlaus had furprized and deftrbyed the town of Ld- 
bus, fo that Henry was obliged to march againft him ; but 
the Pole leaving part of his troops with his fon Mecejlaits, 
whom the emperor defeated, retired with the reft to make 
himfelf mafter of Bohemia, from whence Jaromir had been 
expelled by his fubjefts, on account of his cruelty and op- 
prefSve reign. Accordingly the Pole pillaged the count 
and befieged Prague, which fiirrendered to his arms; while 
Jaromir fled for proteftion to Henry, by whofe alfiftancc 
Othalric, the fon of Jaromir, was put in pofleflion of the Othalric 
duchy, at the defire of the Bohemians, who detefted the 
father, whom the emperor fent into exile at Utrecht, As ^ , 
for Bolejlaus, having interefted himfelf in a quarrel between 
the duke of Rujfia and his fon, he refolved to fupport the 
latter by force of arms ; but being afraid of leaving his king- Bolellaus 
dom unfurniftied, while at variance with the emperor, 
follicited Henry for peace, which was granted, after he had a! D. 
done homage for his dominions *013; 

During thefe tranfailions the 4S&7;^j revolted, and ra- 
vaged the northern banks of the Oder with fire and fword, 
under their prince Mejtiwoi, who had bebn affronted by Theo- 
doric, marquis of Eaflern Saxony ; but Henry was obliged 
to leave the care of this war to the diet convened at Grunin- 
gen, becaufe his own prefence was become neceflary in Italy, 
in order to reprefs the infolencc of Hardouin, who had reaf- 
fumed the authority in his abfence, and reigned without 
controul. He therefore aflembled an army, repafled the 
Alps of the Tyrol, defeated Hardouin on the frontiers of the 
Veronefe, and proceeding to Rome, was crowned with his Henry h 
wife Cunegunda by pope Benedict VIII. who alked him on 
the fteps of St. Peter^s, If he wmild alnvays preferve his jide- 
lity to him and his fuccejfors*, and was anfwcrcd in the affirm- 
ative 

Immediately after this ceremony he founded a bifhop- 
ric at Bobio, where St. Columban died, made fome rcgula- 
tions at Pavia, and having appeafed the troubles of hmi- 
hardy ^ he fet out on his return to Germany. In paffihg"^hrq* 

Buf gundy, he vifited the abbey of ' where he wet ^ 

ceived as an afiTodate, and afterwards deured he might hk 

IBarre, tom. ill. p, 582. ^ ^urator. anecd. t. iL 

p. 204. 

* catered 



Bi • ^ Gqr^hanJ. C. ii 

entered ns a monk in th^ abbey of St, VaU at Verdttn ; upon 
ivhich occaiion the abbot received him as a brother, on con*' 
dition be ihoald obey hlxn in all things, and then very pru^ 
deptly commnded tp coatinue at the helm of go- 
vernment. 

A .D. In obedience to thin o^'der^ be defentuned to bear th^ 
toils of empire. He quelled fome dUlurbanccs in Suqiitii 
and afterwards convok^ a diet at Merjburg^ where Bokjims^ 
being accufed of having viplated the treaty, and favoured the 
revolt of Hnrdmny was fmpmoned to appear before the llatea 
1017. the empire. Inftead of obeying this call# the king of 
TAs king Poland began to levy troops, and endeavoured to engage thsi 
^ Poland duke of Bohemia in his intereft; and the emperor paffing 
violates the Elhe with an army, attacked and defeated the fon of Bo* 
the treaty leficats. This war conti^cd for fome time with various fuc- 
md again at length, was terminated by a treaty of peace,^ 

concluded at Bautzeuy at the earneft fnpplication of Bo\ep 
^^ioi8 obliged himfelf to ^y an annual tribute to the 

emperor for Poland and Moravia. 

Rodol- Avter the ratification of this treaty, Henry repaired t<> 
phusiri. Be^fiJ^ where he was vifited by III. king of Tra/z/- 
hi^g of jumne, Burgundy ^ who being infulted by his own fubjefts, 

. Tranf* account of his effeminacy, came to implore the empeix)r’s 
^ranc proteftion, and even ceded to him all his dominions. In 
urgun- confequence of this deed, Henry made a progrefs through 
pJoreube kingdom which be had thus obtained; but the people 
emperors exafperatcd at the condefcenfion of Rodoifshus, that 

pioteBion. h* was extremely ill received,, and had the mortification to 
be refufed admittance into feveral towns; fo that being pror 
v<^ed at thefe infults, he permitted his troops to ravage the 
cduntfy* and fet the villages on fire. His vengeance was 
afterwards computed hy Werner^ bifli(3p of Sfrajhourgy who# 
with a body of imperial troops, advanced as for as Genei^Of 
againft the noblemen who had revolted, over whom he ob- 
tained a complete vidlorv p. While the bifliop was thus em- 
ployed> into Lo'wer Saxot^ agaiuft dukis 

who that province with Ins tyranny apd 

bMt hiding hiipfolf qnahU to cope with the em** 
peror, (uUnittied his power and corr^en, and ga\’ie 
ihredes ft^r 1^8 future behaviour. ]^mg quieted 
Theem^ ^ WWd Pr^nifor^ Upon the in the ntmoft tri,- 

prefs Ctt- bulation for the calumnies which began to be circulated 
negunda thp emjprefs Qy^n^unda, Who, conA'bP? ber inpo^ 

r Herman. Contr.^ct. adann. 1018. 
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cenc^, is fai4 to have4^cpa];idcd the tr^l^ and to have XiVt^paffis tin 
d^ergone the fiery ordeal unhurt 4 (A). . 

Ax-thougw the towns of Xc?;»i<2r^ enjoyed the moftper^^^^- 
feft tranquillity under the emperor’s lieutenants, Sicily^ Apu^ Comtno^ 
lia^ and Calabria, were ftill expofed to the invafions of the tions in 
Saraceus, who at length fell upon Tvfcmy, took Euna, and Ita^y- 
expelled the bilhop; but by the diligence of the pope, who 
levied forces by land, and armed barks to cut oiF their retreat, *9» 
they were defeated and cut in pieces, aod their princefs, 
who was taken prilbner, afterwards beheaded, for infultiug 
his hfUnefs . But the occalioual invafions of thofe pirates were 
not of fuch copfequcnce to Italy as the troubles occafioned by 
the domination of who ftill poflefled part of Apulia 

and Calabria, which were governed by an officer called Catapan^ 
appointed by the emperors of Corfimtinc^le. The people, har- 
rafled by the exaflions of this lieutenant, took to their arms, 
under the command of Hello, prince of Bari, with a view to 
expel the Creeks ; who haying received a ftrong reinforcement 
from Conjlantirwple, threatened the revolters with death and 
deftruftion. Hello finding blnftelf incapable of oppofing fuch ^ 
a formidable power, had recourfe to the affiftance of the 
Normans, who now begau to appear in this part of thcg^^TL^ 
world, and who ferved him fo efFef^^uaUy, that he defeaud 
the in a pitched battle : but thefe being Jigain reinforced, 
were viflors in their turn; fo that Hello, and even pope 
BenedUl, fled to Germany, in order to implore the protec- 
tion of the emperor, who then refided at Bamberg 

II. tho* extremely well difpofed to fuccour/j^oi^, 
was for fome time detailed, by certaip feuds which had broke 
out between the princes of the empire: but, in the meau 
time, at the defire of his hofinefs, he, by a frefh edift, coar 
firmed the laws which he bad formerly enaffed at Pavia, 
and convoked an aflemihly ^t Aix la Chapelle, to adjuft the 
meafvu'es fpr the expedition (B). 

^ Barxe, tom. iii. p. 613. ^ Annal. dc I'Empirc, t. ir. 

p. 169. 

(A) This year is remarkable that the pope polTeffed nothing 

for the death of Ditmar, biihop but by grant from the emperon 
oi Mer^ourg, the famous hifto- The fovereignty which tkebi^' 
riaft,*who was a Sanon noble- fliopg of R 9 m afterwards ae^ 
man of the firft rank ( i ). quired, was bwing to the divi- 

(B) Thefe laws enabled or nous of the empire* of which 
confirmed, plainly* prove that they took the advantage, to 
Henfy was at this period fove- efiablilh^heir own authority* 
reign of Rome and Italy, and 

(i) Vit^ Ditmar* ftr Rdnecfium, p, 120. 

Ali, 
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Heniry At,l the trotible^ of Germany being appeafeJ, and the 
marches neceflary preparations made for the occifion, he fet out for 
intolxs^y. marching along 'the coaft of Adriatic and feiit 
a detachment of ii,ooo men, under the command oiPpppo^ 
archbifliop of Triers^ who penetrated into the country of 
the MarfeSy now called AbruzzQ\ while Pelegrin of Cologne 
marched diredlly to Rome^ to fecure the perfons of PandoU 
D phiUy prince of Cdpnay and Athenulphus, abbot oi' Monte 
1021, joined the in the. pope’s abfence. 

The abbot hearing of their approach, embarked at Otranto 
for Con/hnitinoplcy and perilhed by Ihipwreck; and Pandol- 
phus furrendering himfelf, was brought to the emperor’s 
camp, tried, condemned, and pardoned, at the interceffion 
of Pelegrin, Henry was then employed in befieging the 
He reduces to^n of Troy in Apulia, which furrendeted at diferetion, 
Apulia after having been reduced to extremity ; he afterwards re- 
attdC^h- conquered all the places which the Greeks had taken In his 
bria, and abfence, fubdiied the provinces of Calabria and Apulia, 
returns to x\'erc obliged to give hoftages for their fidelity, be- 

Germany principality of Capua on the count de Feana, fur- 

nifhed the nephews of Meilo with troops, to drive the Greeks 
from Bari\ gratified his own followers with confiderable 
rewards ; appointed a new abbot of Monte CaJJino, and his 
army being confiderably diminiflied by ficknefs, returned to 
Germany, leaving Italy to the enjoyment of that peace whicH 
he had efiabliflied *. 

Although Henryks reign had been generally profper- 
ous, the incefilint troubles of Germany had kept him in fuck 
continual agitation, that, til! this period, he never could 
enjoy that tranquillity which feems to have been the conftant 
objeft of his wifli. But now that he had appeafed all thd 
difiurbances in his dominions, he refolved to reap the fruits 
Has an in- of his laboufs in quiet; and being defirous of living on an 
ternjlenu amicable footing with his neighbours, he had an interview 
nxiith Ro- with Robert, king of Frame, in which thefc two princes 
bert, king contrafled a particular friend Qiip for each other, and con- 
i/Francc. ceried meafures for reforming the abufes which had crept 
into their dominions. This conference, at that time called 
the meeting of the two faints, was the laft remarkable tranf- 
aftionof Henryks Wit \ for, foon after his return, he died at 
Grone in the month of July, after a profperous reign of 

€' 

' Gi ABER, 1. iii. c. i. Chron. Ca^n, c. xlii. 


twenty- 
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meaty-two fern • (B)« He ms Ibrnamed -the Lamet.the A.t>. 
■ftefy, and the Hungarian Apojlk, having derived the firft >0*4* 
of'thefe appellatioas from an impeditneat in walking, and 
the other two from his devotion and liberality to the 
church (C). 

CHAP. 111. 

Bring a Detail the German ^mts, continued to the 
Death of Henry V. 

t 

CONRAD II. furnamed tl>e Salick. 


/^REAT enfued upon the death of Henry of Conrad 

Bavaria^ about the nomination of a fuccefTor to the^^'A'*- 
empire : at length the princes and Rates aflembling in the 
open fields between the cities of Ment% and Worms^ eiefted 
Conrad^ duke of Franconia, furnamed the Salick, becaufe 
he was born on the banks of the river Sala (D), The chief 


care of this new emperor was employed in re-ellablifliing 
jufticc, chafliling vice, and rewarding virtue. 


* Bakre, tom, iih p. 627. Hen. Bod. Svntao. ex Meibom* 
p. 499. Gob. Pbrs Cofmod. aet. vi. cap. Hi. p. 229. Hkiss. 
L ii. cha. vi. Mach. Hid. Fir. lib. i. 


( B ) Finding bis end ap> 
fu'oacbing, he lent for the pa* 
rents of the emprefs, and, in 
prefcnce of many bifhops and 
abbots, addrefled himfelf to 
them in thefe words. I refiore 
your daughter a *virgin^ as I re* 
eei<ved her from your hands* A 
very ftrange declaration from 
the mouth of an hufband : bat, 
it feems, both had made a vow 
of chaftity, which by the bye 
ivas extremely ridiculous (i). 

(C) Henry* i donations to the 
church (feme of them at lead) 
feem tdkavebeen extorted from 
him, *by the power and influ- 
ence of the clergy : for Meibo- 
mus tells us, tliat^when the 

(l)*A0tra/, Je i'S/t*l*ire, t, h p. 170 . 
(3) Hr/fs, xi. c. vii. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXIX. 


bifliop of Fader horn prononneed 
a benedidlion upon him in pub* 
iic, for his generofity to the 
church, the emperor turned his . 
head on one fide, and in a low 
voice curfed him for having 
extorted, by dint ofimportuni- 
ty, fo many grants to the de- 
triment of his other fubjedsta). 

(D) At thib election, befldes 
a great many eccleiiaftic princes, 
were prefent Benne, duke of 
Saxony, Albert, duke of A^ria, 
Hetzel, duke of Ban/aria, 6meh% 
duke of Suqbia, Frederic, dUKO 
of LorMin', Gojtlio, duke of Hoi* 
land and 'Zeahnd, Enpo, duke 
of Franconiq, abd Uiric, duke 
of Bohemia [i)* 

( 2 ) Mtik R^Ji, Afd* Ottw* IF. 

t Thi 
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A. b. Tm Lorr^ards rcvoMng in ihe thltd year<3f bis r^gn, he 
1027, 'marched iiito Italy^ and having itduced the rebels hj force 
of arms, went to Rome, where on Eajler^-iay he was eonfe- 
cratcd, and crowned emperor by ^>Dpe John^H. with grestt 
folemnity, being accompanied by Canute, kingpf i^mmapk 
and England, and Rodolphus III. king of Transjurane Bur^ 
gundy **. He had not been iftany days at Rome, when he 
Cauf^ hti obliged to return into Germany, on account of fome in** 

before he attempt^ to queU themy he too^ 
cJared his Henry, at that time about twelve years of 

JuccfJ/br, fliould be declar^ his fucceflpr, and folemnly crowned 
attd ' at Aix-la-Chdpelle. Then he took the field ^ainft the au- 
eronvved thors of the rebellion, who were Erneji, duke of Suabia, 
HWert, duke of Carinthia, and his own eonfin Qonradin, 
ChapclJe. duke of Worms* Having defeated them in fcveral engage- 
ments, in one of which Ernejl was (lain, after having 
been put to the ban of the empire (E), he made the re(l 
prifoncrs, and brought them to a tryal before a general 
aflembly of all the princes and members of the empire, who, 
by a'folemn decree, deprived them of their dominions. 
Marches Ti-us war being happily concluded, he turned his avt^s 
Mifico, king of Poland, who had, without his con- 
hnTof aflumed the name and quality of king, and by feyere 

Poland compelled his own brother Otho to fly into Germany, 

tvuhofnr^ implore the emperor’s proteftion. Henry cpmplied. with 
renders at his requeft, and put him at the head of an army, which he 
di/cretion. hitakli afterwards reinforced in perfon: then marching 
againft Mifico, they drove him to fuch extremity, that he 
was fain to take fhelter ^^itb Othalric, duke of Bohemia* 
This prince, in defiance of all the rights of hofpitality, of- 
fered to deliver up his guefl to the emperor, w^p rejefted 
the propofol wi^h difdain, and, conveyed the letter to Mfeo, 
whom he advifed to chpofe anpther afylum. The unfor in- 
nate prince, fenfibly touched with this inflance of generolity, 
repaired to tlie camp of the emperor, laid afide his rob^ 
and enfigns of royalty, threw himfelf at his feet, and furrea- 
dered at diferetion. Henry accepted of his fubmiflipn, and 
reflored his dominions, on the flime terms on which bis fii- 

* BAaac, t. iu«p. Sicon. 1 . vilh p. 194. 

(E) Bern originally figpif ed a ^mdonjo, thy children orphans, , 
banner, afterwareft an cdi^, and fend thee, in the name of}he 
and, laflly, a declaration of deatiJ, to'thifiur iefners ej the 
outlawry, the for. it of which earsh* •* , 

wa$thii5 We declare thy niife 

ther 
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xhpc iStol^xms h^ poflfefl^ thcia; while Otialfic^ ilruck A. D. 
with bis j^oaiuoiity, Wd down his arms and filed for 1030. 
peace ». 

*AiS for Othot hp was rixoncited to his brother^ and hq* Poland it 
•noored with the title of duke,; “ but being afterwards aflafli* dlfmem- 
nated,^ the emperor, who fhfpcfted Mijico of the murder, 
divided Poia^ into three provinces, one of which he left in 
^ the king's poflefSon, and the other two were put under the 
care of Polijh governors, who were attached to the iuterefts 
of the empire. This divifion was the fource of uew revo- 
lutions that happened to Poland; for the governors, taking 
advantage of Mijico\ weaknefs and want of popularitj, 
began to aft as fovereigns, and at fength declared thejnfelves 
independent ; fo that Silejta was difmembered from the Po* 
lijb dominions, and Moravia was retrieved by Othairk^ duk^e *^3** 
of Bohemia. 

But this prince, notwithftanding fuch an acceffiqn to his 
dominions, had well nigh been ruined by the indiferetion of 
his fon Brztijlaus, who had carried Off and txxzvntA Judith ^ the 
daughter of count Merf Otho, furnamed tie Sincere. The 
father, epfperat^d at this outrage, complained in a moll: pa- ^ 
thetic manner to the emperor, who forthwith entered Bohe- *”^"^®*** 
mia with an army, to take vengeance upon the ravifher ;'and 
an obftinate battle would haye^enfued, bad not Judith^ like 
one of the Sahine women, interpofed between tjic two hofls, 
and by her charms and intreaties efFefted a peace, which 
was concluded in the tent of Conrad^ at whole feet Brztif* 
loMs threw himfelf, and was immediately forgiven 

This treaty being concluded, *he marched into Saxony incurfioiit 
againft the LutizianSy a people inhabiting the duchy of of the Lu* 
Mecktenbotirgy who lived in Pagan ignorance, and made in- tizians. 
curSons into the territories of tiw empire* As they had com- 
mitted flagrant outrages in Saxony, he purfued them to their 
own country, which he laid wane with fire and fword; put 
a great number of them to deaths in revenge for the facril^e 
and barbarities they had been guilty of, and impofed a con- 
flderable tribute upon their nation ‘ ^ 

This war was fuccceded by another with Stephen, king Uucxpe^ 
of Hungary, who having demanded the duchy of Bavaria 
in right of.hb wife, fifter and heirefs of Henry II. and met^"VSt«- 
with a rtfufal From Conrad, attempted to do Wmfclf jufticc 
by force of arirSi The emperor, withoui^waitlng for 
iny^fion, HMjfigary "with a powerful army, defolat- luJes,^ 

* Hsrss. 1. ii. y Epitom. rer. Bohem. t. ili. c. i. 

Helmold. ia Chron. Slav. 1. i. c. xvitit 

F * iog 
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count of ing the countfy with fire and fword; and Stephen findiifg 
Cham- himfelf unable to withftand him, made his fubmiflion, and 
pagne, fubfcribed to the terms of peace which Conrad was pleafed to 
impofe : nor was he lefi forttiilate in the termination of-1iis 
difference with Eudes^ count of Champagne. Rodolphtis^ 
king of Transjiirane Burgundy, had left Conrad his heir, 
in confideration of his having Gifcla his younger 

. ^ fiftcr : but Elides, count of Champagne, and fon of Bertha , . 
' * who was the elder fifterof Rodolphus, refolvcd to have his 
ftiare in the fucceffion ; and with that view maintain^ a 
bloody war againft the empdror, who at length j^aincfd a 
battle near Barle^duc, in which the count was flain ». 

By his death Conrad obtained peaceable poffelTion of all 
Transjiirane Burgundy, and at Soleurrc held an affembly of 
the biftiops and noblemen, who took the oath of allegiance, 
and acknowleged his fon Henry III. as his fucceffor in that 
kingdom (F). 

Rehellii While the emperor was employed in taking poffeffion of 
ui Poland, fair inheritance, Mijico, king of Poland, died , and his 
\\ font Cafimir being too young to manage the reins of govern- 
mother Ricliza affumed the regency. She governed 
Bohemia indifcretion, that the fubjefts revolted, and (he 

’ and her fon were obliged to fly to Magdeburg in Lo*wer Sax- 
ony, with all the jewels and treafure which had been amafled 
by the two preceding kings. 

BrztislaUs, duke of Bohemia, profiting by thefe intef- 
tine difturbances, entered Poland, ravaged the country, 
made himfelf mafter of BjreJlau, Pofna, Uladijlaw, and even 
of the capital Ccfna, from which he carried off an immenfc 
booty. 

Conrad, who had received queen Ricliza wi^h great 
hofpitality, pretended to difpofe of the treafure which his 
1035. vaflitl, the duke of Bohemia, had got ; and his demand being 

* SiGEEERT, adann, 1033. 

(F) On the death of Rodof of ^ranjur/zne Burgundy, ere6l- 
fhus ended the three Jail king- ed in 883 by Rodolphus I. and 
doms of Burgundy, after having both thefe were comprehended 
lailed*i77 years after the foun- in that of ^rlis, which began 
dacion of the hrft, which was in 930, by virtue 6 f -a treaty 
tfiat of Pro^vtnee, formed by made between Hugh, king of 
the emperor Ldfharius, in fa- Italy and Provence, and Rodol-^ 
VO ur of his third fon Charles, phus 
To this fucceeded the kingdom 


(x) Sane, tern, iii. p. 665, 


rejefted. 
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rejefted, he advanced into Bohemia with a body of troops, 
at fight of which Brztijkm fubmitted. As for young Cafi* 
mir, he took the habit of a monk at Cluny; but the Poles, 
tired of Jiving in anarchy, fcnt deputies to die pope, who 
• granted a difpenfation ; in confequence of which he was re- 
leafed of his vows, and afcended the throne of his ancef- 
tors * 

Having thus adjuftcd his affairs on this fide the Alps, He is re^ 
and. feen his fon Henry married to Gonilda, daughter of Ca- called into 
nute^ king of England^ he was recalled into Italy, by a new h « 
revolt of fevcral cities and noblemen, headed by Herbert, ^ 
biftiop of Milan, whom he had loaded with favours. His ^ 

march was fo fudden and unexpefted, that Milan was in a ^ 

manner retaken by furprize, and the bifliop falling into his 
hands, was condemned to perpetual imprifonincnt. But, 1038.* 
befides this rebellion, he had another errand into Italy, 
which was to comply with a decree of the eleftors, import- 
ing, that every emperor fliould go and be crowned at Milan 
and Modena, in order to make a dillinftion between the 
kingdoms of Lombardy and Italy, 

Aftf4i all thefe expeditions he repaired to Rome, where Is feized 
he received the beiiediftioa of pope BenediEl IX. who had ^ifl’ *1^^ 
fucceeded John XXL Then he returned into Germany, 
where he was feized with the gout in his legs, and died fud- 
denly at Utrecht, in the 1 5th year of his reign, after having * 
approved himfclf a generous, juil, able, and magnanimous . 
prince (G). His body was depofited in the cathedral, church 
of Spire, which he himfeif had built, together with a fuperb 
palace for his ordinary refidenc® 

** Du Glass, Hift. Polon. n. 191. ® Gob. Pebs. Cofmod* 

set. vi. Glab. Rodulph. lib. iv. Hen. Bod. Syntag. cxMeib. 
p. 500. 

( G ) All thofe who diftin- as many pieces of gold as one 
guilhed themfclves in his fer- of his boots would contain, 
vice, received marks of his ge- which the emperor told him 
nerofity: among others, a gen- were given to defray the ex- 
tlenian who had the misfortune pence of his cure{<). 
to lofe a leg, was gratified with 

, (I) Heifi, liv, il. r. yUI« 
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H e N R Y III. furnatn^d the Blacky foti of Conrad and 
Gifella of Suabia^ was ele£):ed in confeqnence of his fa* * 
therms recommendation, and crowned at Aix-la-Chapelle by 
PhiligrinOt archbiftiop of Cologn. 

Brztislaus, duke of Bphemia^ refufing to pay him the . 
tribute which was due, he invaded his dominions, and 
obliged him to fubmit. Then he turned his arms againft 
Ovo^ who had ufuf ped the crown of Hungary ^ and having 
driven him oht of the kingdom, reftored it to Petir^ from 
whom it had been unjuftly taken : but finding him extremely 
odious to his fubjefls, who declared, they Would rather die 
than yield obedience ro fuch a cruel tyrant, he beftowed the 
crown upon a nephew of king iStephcn, who had retired to 
the court of Bohemia. This young prince was likewife ex- 
pelled by the people, who were firongly attached to Ovo, 
and who, not contented with hrs expnlfion, entered Aujlria 
and Bavaria^ pillaging and.deftroying the whole country. 

The emperor, incenfed at their prefumption, marched 
into Hungary with a coiifiderable army *; and Ovo being un- 
able to withftaiid his power, fued for peace, which he ob- 
tained on the following conditions : that he fhould pay forty 
talents of gold to the empire, indemnify At^ria and Bava^* 
ria, for the damage they had fuftained by the irruption of 
the Hungarians, and relcafe all the prifoners \ Next year* 
however, Henry received fuch complaints of Ovo's cruelty 
and rapacity, that he again entered Hungary, defeated hin:| 
in a pitched battle on the river Raah, took pofleiSon of 
Alba Regaiis, where he was acknowleged as fovereign of the 
kingdotn by the ftates, aflembled for that purpofe, and af- 
terwards reconciled them to their old prince Peter, who be- 
ing re-eftabliftied in his kingdom, did homage for it to the 
emperor. As for Ovo, he endeavoured to excite fi elh com- 
inotions after Henryks departure ; but being abandoned by 
his ad^rents, he retired to Traiifylvania, where he was ap- 
prehended and brought to Peter, Who, by the advice of his 
noblemen, condemned him to be beheaded. 

Rome had beenfome time dillraffed by difFeren|: faflions, 
particularly thofe of the counts. of Tufetdum and the Ptolemei. 
The firft of whijh had thruft Benedict IX, into the papacy, 
who, having continued feme time in the chair, was depofed 
by the Ptolcmei and the people, who nad fubHitutecJ, in his 

* Adlzreittir, Artnal, Boi. gent. p. 411, 


place 
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plate Sflveflfr In. fcut, in threi months, fliis antlpope was 
depofed in his turn bv th6 tufcuU^ and his rival re-clrabli£hedV 
SenediB, however, finding himfdf ufiivcrfally hated, volun- 
tarily rcfigned in, favour bf John archprieft of the Romm 
church ; and fbQn>ftcr, repfenting of his reBgnatloh, wianttdi 
to fe-aiTuhii? his former dignity. ‘ Tlitfe three popes^^ fop- 
ported By their feveral partizafis, maintained themfdves, 
each upon a different branch of the revenues belonging td rhd 
holy fee, one refiding at St. Petdr^Sf ainother ztSmfd Ma- 
ria major, and the third ih the palace df the Laieran, and 
aU of them living in the mod: profligate and ilbandalous man- 
ner. .During this triumvirate, a c^tfain prlcft called (Jr^x- 
tian, partly by artifice, and partly by prcfents, prevailed 
upon all three to renounce thdr pretenflbns to the papacy; 
and the Romms out of gratitude fo the man, who had deli- 
vered the church from fuch a terrible fdiifm, ichofe him pope 
under the name of Gregory VI ®. 

The emperor taking umbrage at this eleftioii, in which the 
he had not been confulted, marched with an army info Italy, troubles of 
Was crowned at Milan by the archbiftop ; then repaired to Rome, 
Placentia, where he was vifited by pope VL vcadi '^ohUh had 

afterwards convened a council at Suffi, in which the refig- 
nation of the three popes was confirmed, Gregory VL de- 
ppfcd, and by confent of the Romans as well as Germans, 
the papal chair was filled with Heidiget, biftop of Bamhetg, 
who affumed the name of Clement ll. arid aftafwafds put the te,tjgrs to 
irnperial croons on the heads of Henry, and JgtUs, his cm- the papacy. 
prefs (H). A.D. 

’ This ceremony being performed, and theRomdns having 1046. 
fworn they would never for the future choofe a pope without 
having feht previous notice to the reigning empetor, Henry 
went to vifit the monaftery of Monte Caffino, which received 
valuable marks of his favour : from' thence he proceeded to 
Capua, where he was vifited by the Norman princes, whom 
he confirmed in the poffelSon of Jpuka and Calabria, which 
they had conquered from the Greeks : but when he exprefied 
a defire of feeing Beneventum, he was rcfufed admittance ; 
nor could he at that time punifh the inhabitants for the in- 
fult, as he had already fent the beft part of his troops to Ger- 
many with the ernprefs. However, he prevailed upon the 

OrHON. Frisikg£n. 1. ii. 

(H) Agnes was daughter of William, dulcc ofPw/w(i). 

(i) CUh. 

F 4 popc» 
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pope, who was along with him, to excommunicate the Bene^ 
ventinesy and beftowed the city and its dependencies, as fiefs 
of the empire, upon the Norman princes, in cafe they Ihould 
fubdue them by force of arms 

Scarce was he returned to Germany from this expedition^ 
when he received the news of Clemenfs death ; and foon af- 
ter was informed, that a certain bifhop of Bavaria^ called 
Stepheuy had intruded himfelf into the chair, undet* the 
name of Damafus II. who was alfo dead, in twenty-three 
days after his elevation. He learned at the fame time, that 
the Romans, imagining*he would leave to them the care of 
choofing another pope, had difpatched amballadors to* him 
Nominates purpofe ; but being refolved to preferve ,his right, 

Bruno to without waiting for their arrival, nominated one Bruno, 
the pope- ^ German bifliop, immediately aflumed the veftments of 
dom. the fovereiga pontiff. I'his new pope, who was a modeft 
A.D. man, and did not much relifli the dignity that had been con- 
1048, ferred on him, was, on his journey/ to Rome, perfuaded by 
one Hildebrand (I), a monk, belonging to the abbey of Cluny, 
that he ought not to wear his pontificals until he fhould be 
clefted at Rome, the emperor alone having no right to cre- 
ate a pope. Accordingly Bruno went thither as private man, 
being accompanied by this fame Hildebrand, who had art 
and influence enough to raifi? underhand an oppofition 
againft him at firft, and afterwards to difpofe the Romans to 
favour his elefHon, that he himfelf might have the foie 
merit of having raifed him to the papal chair. This fcheme 
fucceeded to his wifh : Bruno, who took the name of Leo IX. 
believing himjelf indebted to Hildebrand for his exaltation, 
favoured him with his confidence and affeftion ; and thus 


* Hill. deConquetes des Normans, p. 33^ 


(I) Hildebrand is faid to have 
been a carpenter’s fon, who in 
amufing himfelf with little 
pieces of wood, formed, by fa- 
pernaturalinilindl, thefe words. 
Dominabor a ?nari ufque ad mare ; 
which being perceived by a 
prieil, he looked upon the 
child as a chofen vefTel, and 
perfuaded his fathSr to befiow 
learning upon him.* He was 
afterwards" eniployed as a feribe 


or fecretary by the emperor, 
before whom he appeared in a 
dream, having two horns chat 
reached up to heaven, with 
which he overturned his fon 
Henry in the mqd. The father, 
ihociced at this apparition, fent 
Hildebrand to prifon ; from 
whence he was rele.afed by the 
intercelTion of the emprefs, and 
afterwards became a monk (i > 


(I) Gob* ferj, Cofm&di at* vi. 
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begvin the irttrlgues bf that famous monk, who mans^ged the fi preroail- 
Romans with fuch addrefs, that afterwards, upon the deafh ^ upon hy 
of Leo^ they, at his inftigatioU, chofe another pope of their 
own accord, with a view to detach the right of nomination 
from the emperor. The perfon he propofed was GebSard^ r 

bifliop of Eichjlety who took the appellation of II. 
and Hildebrand^ forefeeing that Henry would be offended at twhom 
their prefumption, went to him in perfon as their deputy, ^he Ro- 
when, by his infmuation and addrefs, he prevailed upon inans had 
him to confirm what they had done Perhaps he would chofm 
not have found this talk fo eafy. h^^ not Henry been in- ^without 
volvcd in a quarrel with the Hungarians^ who had again privity 
rebelled againft Peter^ and fet upon the throne his kinfman 
Andrew^ after he had defeated the other, put out his eyes, ^ 
and fent him to prifon, where he died. For thefe reafons the 
emperor fentanarmy againft him; and after having worfted 
him in feveral engagements, compelled him to fue for peace. 

This treaty, however, was violated by theufurper, who in- 
fiilted Henry's ambafihdors, and by a fudden irruption ra- 
vaged the whole duchy of Bavaria ; upon which the empe- Subdues 
ror took the field again, defeated him in a bloody battle, Hungary, 
deprived him of a great part of his dominions, and obliged 
him to accept of peace, on condition that he ftiould pay 
a large yearly tribute in money, and furnilh him with a cer- 
tain number of fighting men (K). 

At this period, Bavaria was agitated by fre(h troubles. The duke 
Conrad, the young duke, governed his fubjefts with fuch Bava- 
tyranny and violence, that Gebehard, bilhop of Raiijhon, di- 
made reprefentations to him oh the fubjeft of^ his mifcqm 
duft ; and the duke being incenfed at the freedom of liis , 
remonftrances, pillaged and fet on fire the town of Packjiein, 
which was mider the prelate’s jurifdiffion. Gebehard com- 
plained of this outrage to the emperor, who fummoned 
Conrad to appear at Merjbourg, and anfwer to the charge ; 
and he being found’ guilty, was divefted of his dominions, 
which were given to the emperor’s fon Henry, who in an 
aflembly held at Tribur, in the diocefe of Mentz, was about 

^ Leo Oftienf. 1. ii. c. ix. 

(K)^tieifs, from I know not chroiycles in this pat* 

what authority, fays Henry Was ticular, which are not contra- 
unfuccefsful in diis war, and didled by ai^ other hillory of 
obliged to abandon die crown credit that hath fallen into our 
of Hungary to the ufurper Aff hands. 
drew; but we have followed 


this 



74 


Mi^my Gtmmy. 

thiS’ time declared king oithtRmms aad fo We emperor, 
though no niore than three years of age. 

Conrad, expelled from his domiuiona,^ toofe Ih^ltcr witli 
lihe king of Hungary ; and being fiirnifli€|d, with feme tipops, 
marched into Carimthm^ where joimng fememajiecoatent no- 
blemen, who were difquieted aA the emperor’s <fecifion, |)c 
made himfelf mailer of the greateft part of that province; 
but he was fdon reduced hy the forces of the emperori who 
. compelled him to retreat again into Hungary. 

? The revolt of Conrad was fucceeded by the war of Flan^ 
^ derst kindled by count Baldwin^ who feized the county of 
locc invaded Lorraine and plundered Triers^ and other 

towns, lituated upon the Mofelle. The emperor being im- 
powered by the diet at Hix la ChafoUe to retort thefe vio- 
lences, marched into Flanders^ and laid the whofip country 
under contribution : in confcquence of this diverfion Bald- 
win quitted Lorrain^ to defend his own territories and 
being fupported by the king of France ^ he protrafted the 
war to the third campaign, when peace was reftored to 
Flanders 

ne mpe* The emperor haviim taken proper meafures for the pro- 
rorr/'pa/rj fscutioa of this war, followed pope FzHor into Aa/y, and 
/a Italy. aiElled at a council in Florence ^ where he complained that 
Ferdinand^ fovercign of Cajlile^ Leon, Galicia, Portugal, 
and Gafeony, had aiTumed the title of emperor, and refofed 
to da him homage for part of his dominions which he held 
of tlie empire. In confequcnce of thefe complaints, the 
pope fent ambalTadors to •Ferdinand, who, inftead of com- 
plying with his defire of laying afide the title of emperor, 
and doing homage to Henry, raifed a confiderable army, 
which pafled the Pyrenees, under the command of the ce- 
lebrated Rodrigo, furnamed the Cid, and penetrated as far 
a$ Thouloufe, where the difierence was compromifed bycom- 
miflaries, appointed to inveftigate the pretenfions of both. 
The king of Cajlile refrgned the title of emperor, and Hen- 
ry rdinquiflicd his right of fuperiority to the provinces in 
queflion 

Henry’s filler, Beatrice, widow of Boniface, marquis of 
Etruria, married Godfrey, a German nobleman, and agreed 
that her daughter Mathilda, when marriageable, fhould 
efpoufe her huftjpnd’s fon by a former venter. This match, 
concluded without the confent or knowlcge of , die emperor, 
gave fuch umbragS to that prince, that he refolved to expel 
Godfrey by force of arms from the dominions of Tufiany ; 

a SxGEBERT ad an. 1054. OitDERrc Vitalw, 1 . tv. 

and 
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and this laft, finding himfelf unable to cope with Inch an an- 
tagonifi, fled to Baldwin^ couat.of .F 4 wiAr/, while his wife, 
going to juftify herfelf td the emp^dr, was arrefted upon 
the ro^d,* and* fent ^prifoner into Germany^ 

^ENE Y j^aving made a progtefs through the different pro«» 
viaces of concluded an chance with Contarini^ duke of 
Venice*^ and repelling the marched into Bavaria^ re- 
duced a rebellion which had been raifed by the noblemen of 
that country in favour of Conrad, who was lately dead> and 
fhdimoned his own uncle of RaiiJhon,tQ the 

diet, where he was convifted of treafoa, and condemned to 
perpetual imprifonment ; from which, however, he was 
foon releafed. 

Great part of Europe being affli&ed with a cruel faminCy 7'^^ 
ilenry ^fed the fuffering provinces of their taxes, and or- Sclavcs 
dered corn to be imported from other countries for their make an 
relief : but hunger was not the only misfortune his people irruption 
derived from this calamity, "that ^claves of Lufatia, ramifli- Saxo- 
cd ill iheir own country, made an irruption into Saxony, 
where they obtained a complete viftory over the imperial 
general; and having pillaged the whale province without 
refiflance, returned with a confiderable booty; a misfor- 
tune which, being aggravated by feveral public calamities, 
luch as earthquakes, famine, and plague, made a very deep 
impreiEon upon his mind, overwhelming him with chagrin, 
tuid, in all probability, abridging the term of his life. 

About this time he convoked a diet at Gojlar, where pope Uh fin 
Vi6ior U. was prefent, and recommending bis fon, who was declared 
about five years of age, to their good offices, they received kinzof the 
him as king of the Romans, and his father’s fuccellbr in the Romans, 
empire K 

In a few days after this important point was fettled to bis 
fatisfaftion, he fell fidt and died at Burfelt in Saxony, melancholy 
the 39th year of his age, and 1 6tK of his reign. His body and dies at 
was carri^ to Spire, and magnificently depouiedin the ca- Burfelt. 
thedral, whither it was attended by a great number of per- 1056. 
fons of the firfl: quality (L). 

HEN- 

^ Glab. Rad. lib. v. Gob. Paas; set. vi. Eabnard. Cor. 

Baron. Chron. Magdeburgenf. Bremenf. Anna). Paderborn, 
p. 547. 

f 

(L) Henry III. was firfi mar- after her death to by 

ried to Gonilda, or Cunegonda, whom he had Henry iV, Con» 
daughter of Canute, king of rad^ who died in his infancy, 

Evgland and Denmark ; and, Sophia, married to Sokmcn, king 

of 



ffSNRTIV. 

Henry tlEHRYlV. farnamed the Great, ftccceded hrs father 
IV. fuc- AA when he was no more than five years of age, his edu* 
ceedstothe being committed to the care of his mother the em*' 
impenal who difcharged that truft with equal diligence and ‘ 

ert^n, capacity. He was acknowleged emperor at a diet of the 
princes convoked at where, by the mediation of pope’ 
ViElorlh who was prefent at this aflembly, Baldrwin, count * 
of Flanders, and Godfrey, marquis of Etruria, were recqn- ' 
died to the emprefs. 

During the firft years of this reign, Germany was har- 
rafled by inteftine troubles, occafioned by the quari^ls and 
feuds of private noblemen. The duchy of Suabia b^ng va- 
cant, by the death of Otho de Schweenfurt, the regent be- ' 
flowed it upon Rodolphus deRhinfeld, although the late em-^ 
peror had promifed to confer it upon count Bert hold, who 
loudly complained of this unjuft preference, and interefted’ 
his friends in his refentment againft the emprefs queen mo- 
ther. The duke of Bohemia was attacked by the king of 
Poland, who renounced his dependence on the empire : even 
the Hungarians, who had been fo formidable to Germany, 
were obliged to demand fuccour againft the Poles, and, not- 
withftanding a reinforcement of imperialifts, were defeated ; 
fo that thus king Andrew, with his queen, fled for refuge to' 
Ratijhon* 

State of Those wars were not the efFeffs of political views, but 
the empire^ generally produced from the eftefts of petty caufes of refent- 
ment ; infomuch that Thierri, count of Holland, took the 
field againft the bifhops of Cologn and Liege, becanfe he 
had been perfonally infulted at Liege, for having flain by ac- 
cident a brother of the archbifhop of Cologn, in a .tourna- 
ment k. 

As for the other nations of Europe, they had no connec- 
tion with the ajflairs of Germany ; nor was the empire em- 
broiled in any external war ; fo that thofe troublefome fpirits, 
which might have been evaporated in defence of the com- 

^ Chroniquede Hollandc, Sec, p, 150. 

I 

of Hungary, Mathilda^, wife to ried to Leopold IV. marquis of 
Rodolphus, count de Rhinfeld, Aujlria (i). 
duke of Suabia, and Itho, mar- 

(\) Barre, tpm, iv. 6i* 

munity. 
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mutiity, were now employed in fomenting divifions at home, 
and it was not without great difficulty that the regent nuun* 
taintfd her authority'. 

At length the dukes of Sdxmy inA Edvarh^ 
of the young emperor, together with the arehbifltop of^prefi 
C^kgtie, and other princes, carried him off by ftratagem 
ftoai his mother, who was taxed with having facrifia*d^ the 
welfare of the nation to the will of the bittiop of Augjbutgy ^ ^ 
her minifter and fuppofed gallant; and Ihe, bdng thus 
vefted of the regency, fled to Romvy where Ihe took the 
veil ^ As for the emperor, he was put under the tuition of 
the'archbiftiops of Cologne and Bremen ; and thefe two pre- 
lates were very affidqous in this employment, which, how- 
ever, each exerdfed in a very different manner. Hanno^ the a, J). 
archbi/hop of Cologne^ endeavoured to infpire him with the ico2. 
love of learning, and to feafon his mind with the principles 
of virtue ; but Albert^ his collegue, in order to acquire an 
influence over his paffions, and render himfelf neceflliry to 
him in his affairs, indulged him in all his pleafures, and 
gave full fcope to the licence of youth ; during which he 
con traded bad habits, which he could not afterwards re- 
ftrain 

While he remained under the tutorage of his mother, . 
Alexander had been raifed to the papal chair, without the 
privity or confent of the emperor, in confequence of a de- 
cree of council, called by the folc authority of Nicholas his 
predeceffor, in which it was ordained, that, for the future, 
the popes fhould be ekded by the curates (now called car- 
dinals) of Rome, The queen regent, m order to maintain 
the right of the imperial crown, convoked a diet, in which 
Alexander was dep^ed, and another pope eleded under the 
name of Honorius 11. This fchifm gave rife to new troubles 
in Germany ^ as well as in Italy^ where Alexander was fnp- 
ported by Godfrey of Lor rain, who had married Mathilda, 
beirefs of Tufeany, and by tliat match became one of the 
moft powerful of the Italian princes ' 

The emperor, at the age of twenty-two, began his ad-_*®7^« 
miniftration by reftraining the thefts, robberies, and extor- 
. tions, which his fubjeds of the duchy of Saxony exercifed 
upon grangers as well as upon one another, in contempt of his 
ahtliority, and to the prejudice of the public peace. in his 

a view to facilitate this reformation, he t9ok Up his relidence^w,, 
among them at Gqflar, and ordered feveral caftks to be built hands ; 

* Annal, de TEmp. t. i, p, 185. ® Chron. Magdcb. 

Brejnenf. ex Mcib. p.zSS. « Othcn. Frisinc. 1. vi. c. 44. 

and 



78 


is fummon> 
td by the 
fopiy and 
controuled 
by the 
ftates of 
Saxony \ 


Tia G^ennwf . C. j. 

and garrifoned, as fi check upon the md tQ 

proteA the innocent from injfoknce ^nd tapi^. But as thefr 
forts could not be raifed without impofing ta»es upon ihq 
fubjeft, the rich among the clergy, as well as l^itv, began to 
murmur, aud traverfe his deiign on pret^ce or defending 
their liberty ; which, they affirmed, he intended to invade. 
They were befides irritated agaioft him» on account of his 
debauches, and encouraged to rebellion by pope Alexander LL 
who, at the eameft fohicitation of Hildebrand, his confident 
and fuccelTor, aftually fummoned tjie emperor to appear at 
£omc, to give an account of his lopfe life, and anf^er tp the 
charge of having expofed the inveftiture of benefices* to. 
fale 

’ The emperor having r(ge£led this citation with difdain, 
the ftates of Saxony engaged in an affocution, under the 
pretext of defending their liberties, and were fo bold as to 
prefeat him with a memorial, containing the following de* 
mands : that he fhould order his new forts and caftles in 
Saxony and Thuringia to be demoliflied ; that he Ihould re- 
ftore to the owners the lands and moveables, which be bad 
unjuftly and forcibly taken away ; that he fliould re-inftate 
Otho duke of Saxony in the duchy of Bavaria, from which* 
he had been expelled (M) ; that he ihould confirm to the 
Saxons their antient laws and immunities ; that he ihould 
not always reiide in one place, but make a progrefs through 
different parts of his dominions, to do juilicc cvery-where, 
and provide for the neceffities of the church, the widow, and 
the orphan ; that he ihould difmHs the evil counfellors, and 
govern by the advice of the ftates and princes, whofe iniereft 
was infeparably conae^led with the pr^perity of the empire ; 
and that he Ihould difmiis his concubine, and cohabit with 


^ Annal. de V Emp. 1. 1, p, 2S8. 


(M) This Otho Had been ac* 
cufed of a deiign againfi the 
emperor's life, and, by a de- 
cree of «the diet, ordiered to ap* 
pear at to n^untah^ his 

innqcence agalnft ae^fer in 
fingle combat ; bat be declined 
the duel, alleging, ebathi^ an- 


tagonift was his inferior in birth 
and quality ( i ). 

The author of the Cbremc, 
filagdelfurgfnf aiHrms, that Qtbe 
.was difluaded from thejgoi^a^ 
by his friends, upon 
lion that he was doomed fo tpfe 
his life At GoJIar, whatever 
might be the iifue of the duel. 


hls 


( i) lUifii L xi, c, 9, 



C, g.' iGcrmany.' 79 

hit q««B <N)f Thsy ■cpacUjdisd svith alluring hiqi. te 
Ihcwld be r^e^ife^ obeyed, and fqpported, uritb theiyr lives 
and -fortuaesi pr9vi^ he would cotqply with thefe requefts.; 
but, Ibould he perftft ia hi* dehgu to opi^efs them, ffiqy 
wwe ti^olv^d to defjtnd-th^tnfidKes ag^infi violence and del- 
potic power P. 

Xo this reioonftranoe the emperor anfwercd with great 
cooincfs, that he would take aa of^rtuaity of convoking 
the diet, which (hould ddiberate and decide upon the fub- 
je<a of their complaints. This reply was fp difagrceable to ^£fo 
the Saxons^ who were not at all difpofcd to refer themfdvqs Gof- 
to ftich a ti*ibunal, that they forthwiih levied a llroag body 
of forces, with which they invefted Gojlar ; from whence 
Henry retired in the night, in order tp ^flemble the other 
ftates and princes of the empire, who readily affifted him 
w^ith their troops in this emergency (O). Notwithftanding 
thefe fuccours, which were coididerable, be feat a deputa- 
tion to the Saxons, with propofels of peace ; which, while 
the ftates aflembled at JVurtiibvrg, were negociated at Cerf- 
tingen, upon certain conditions which be promifed to fulfill, 

Tho* he was, on this occafion, very much indebted to 
the good advice and offices of the princes of the empire, he 
neglefted them in points which were no lefs important, and 
allowed bimfelf to be fwayed by the evil counfcls ot feme 
particular perfens, who had fefinuated tbemfelvcs into his 
favour. He was a young prince of violent paflions, which 
often hurried him into iudiferetions, to the picjudice of his 
moral charaifter ; particularly, his incontinence was fo great, 
that he fcldom or never fet eyes* upon a beautiful youn^ wo- 
man without endeavouring to facrifice her virtue to his ap- 
petife. The vigilance of his wife bpiag an obftrpaipn to 
his amours, he conceived an unjuft antipathy to that mifor- 

p Chron'. Magdeb. ex Melb. p. 296. Hsiss, Hifi. (ferEiup* 

1, xi. c, 9. 

f N ) He married Bertha^ fhup of Mlnden, y ernes bilhop 
daughter of Otbo marquis of of Pade^horn, Frederic oi 

Italy \2)n Mimmegardefurt^ Bennoh\mtf 

{^>)^The jdflbdation ofMi/nia,Otho6\3k^eiSei9e$9^, 

Henry copfifted of Werner arch- the marquifes^of Thttringia, E/jf#, 
bifhop* of Magdehourgs Bur char and Dedo, Fr^erick count pa- 
bifhop of Halbirftat, Henry bi* latkse of' Saxof^, with fcveral 
(hop of Hildejheim, Weiner bi- counts andScher noblemen (3]. 
ftiopof Merfieurg, Httiherg bi- 

• 

(1} Cbnn, HtUeiiirg. tx Mtii.f. 4ja, (]} Urifi, L «> t, $• 

tunate 
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tunate prmcefsi and eyen cngagisd^wc bis, ;CO»r{w^ to 
undermine her chaftity, that jie might bavje a pr<^en<EC for 
' obtaming a divortc ; but. h^r conduct was fp Waiuelefe and 
difcreet^ that his defign mifcarried* and be in vain foUioted 
the pope to diflblve the marriage^ wbkh be faid had never 
been confummated . 


Henry if This mifeonduft gave fuch umbrage,, that he was,aban« 
defekedhy ^oxi^di by his beft friends and moft powerful adherents, even 
his /iWi before the diffolution of the aflembly which he hadcoth 
on account vencd, and which he diftnined fooa after the conclufipn of 
of his mif- treaty with the Saxons ; betaking himiilf to Nurtnnit&rg^ 
cotiduSi ; where he propofed to refide. Here he ui^erjftood, that one 
of his domeftics, called Regtngcr^ had deferted from his fer- 
vice, and informed the dukes of Suabia and Carinthia^ that 
the emperor had tampered with him to affalTinate rhefe two 
noblemen. This report was of infinite prejudice to the enji*. 
peror ; who, finding himfelf forfaken by almofr all his 
chahencre in confequence of this malicious calumny, offered to 

to the duke prove his innocence by Angle combat upon the body of Ro- 
of Suabia; dolfhus duke of Suabia^ who thought proper to refufe the 
challenge, or at leaft to refer it to the decifioo of the princes 
retires to empire, (P). Even this condefcenfion was of no effedl 

Worms, in his jullification, and he found himfelf fo perfeented by hk 
enemies, that he fled for refuge jto kforms, where he was. 
hofpitably received by the inhabitants^ notwithfUnding the 
ill offices of the biftiop, who had ufed all bis influence in 
perfuading them to fliut their gates againft this unfortunate 
prince 

He finds WHILE he remained in this city, the princes of the.em- 


means to 
appeafe 
the princes 9 
and ac^ 
knonvleges 
bis faults. 


pirc aflembling at Mentz, in order to deliberate upon the 
means, of depriving him ©f his crown, and of chufuig an^ 
other emperor in his place, be found means, by (ecret tiego« 
daiions, to prevail upon fome of them to favour him with 
a conference xx Oppenheim. There he ir^treated them to excule 
the irregularities of his youth, protefted that he would for 
the future behave in a manner fuitable tp the dignity they had 


conferred upon him ; and, in order to manifeft his abhor- 
reace of the crime which was laid to his charge; infifted up- 
on.;fighting with Regingsr himfelf. The propofol was ac- 
cepted, and a day appointed for the combat; but in the 


^ Adzlr. p. 444. 


' Heiss, ubl fup. 


(P) At the fame time a gal- Regittger t but Rodolpkns inter# 
lant cavalier, named Cofheim^ pofed, and prevented thecom* 
begged permifiio'n to fight with bat. 


mean 
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ntfiMt tiiwe Mtf SotagoniA di&ppaa^, the princes were ap* 
peafiid, and ^my cnjoj^d feme repofe’ ( QJ 
The SMims, hMr0ver>* agatn revolted, and the emperor, Sax* 
affifted byefae princes, rsdled an army «f fixty thouiand men, omrtM 
with which he enter^ Saxony, ravaging the country, an^ » 
olMndoaihg the towns to the pillage of his troops. Notwitlt* , 
fburihi^ ihele advantages, he, at the ioterc^on of lome 
prtects of rile mjdre, a favoorable p«ce to the 

ff^s, dilhasded his troops, and even trailed his perfon to grami < 
the S^oM, who conduced him in triumph to Ci^iar, after t\m • 
having (Aa^ned in tUs treaty aimoft ev^ thing they de* f*«cet 
maaded in thrir former remonftrance. One of the articles 
of riiis'peaoe was the demolition of his calUes in Saxony, in 
the execution of which the pcafaots not only razed the fu- 
perb feat <rf Harkjherg to the ground, but alfo plundered'^^']j’'^'‘ 
the church belonging to it, deftroyed the tombs, and vio* 
lated thS aflies of the dead. The emperor, who was rixn titdai ts 
at bring informed of thefe abufes, took the oppor* ovar a- 

tnnity of laying his complaints before fevml princes, ^nho gatnft thg 
Were aflrinblea at Bamhrg for the celebration of Eafler, ftates of 
when the archbiihop of Mentz, in the name of the eccl^- Saaony. 
iialUcs, as well as of Rodt^but duke of Su^Ha, BerthM 
duke of Carinthia, and other fecular princes, decided, that, 

God being oH^nded, and the Empire treated 'vrith in(&;nity 
by the authors of that Edition, they were ready to aHilt him 
in railing forces to reduce and chaAife the rebels. He ac> 
cordingfy began to levy troops, and font a formal dcclaratioa 
of war to the Hates of Saxony allembled at Gojlar. 

Prbfarations were nude oif both lldes for the war, the 
Saxon army being commanded by Otbo duke of Bavaria, 
who had been proferibed ; and the imperial troops by Hemy 
In perfon^ who gave battle to the rebels, and totally defeated ^ 
risem in a bloody engagement ; after which he made himfelf u.m.. 
BuAer of all Saxony, and difmiAed his troops, on condition 
that they flumld re-alAmble at Gottingen at a certain day, in oj thnr 
order to put the fimihing Aroke to the war. Mean while he tountry i 
hiotlelf returned to Worms. 

Doriko this interval, the Saxons endeavoured ‘at an ac- »«d grants 
commodatkm ; which was efle^ed in the next campaigo, 

* ‘ * Lamb. Schaf. ad an. 1073. , 

(Q) He is laid to have been had confiiltdll liii coatage more 
carried off fay the devil ; a very than hit dignity in this prOpo* 
lucky interpofition for Usury, iaL * ‘ 

who {as Heifs jaftly obfervet) 

■Mod. Hist. Voi.XXIX. 


G 
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iirhtle hbA kiixiies ii^re the Re- 
bellion alked t)i^ emptrbr jn jpttb]jc«Jail4,|^^ 

be Ye-'adailtted hitd his h^<mr ; their fobiaiffion wa$ i^^pt- 
ed, both armies #<3tt dUbaadtdi retbri^^ d>fhe 

dt;yoftPhm/K • ^ 

Bot he was not long ftlfered to Ihf fta^nquiU^ 
^kh 'Was thus reAored« bdng taepo^ to im^her ftorm 
frbk /faly, Whkh was attetnied with inuch more da^gofous 
Hiide- bojhkqtiences. Cardinal Hiikirmd, ohdn the dqath /of 
brand// }tidxmd^!r\l. l^dh(xti defted pope by the hftn\e (^:(xr£gpry 
Widiojat thfe autWity pt: kdoWlege of the emperor; 

tratifa^on, had codv^ed h diet at 
M'wrr, and, by the advice of that aSITembly, font an atuba^^ 
Hcniy, ^ to complain of this' encro^ment upon his 

right, and to infill upon ’Hildebrand'^ being depofed, unlefs 
he would foHicit the cinpiMor’s confirmadoh. The pppe, 
finding it bis ihtefdl to teihporize, had received Che atnbaf- 
fador with^great<ivility, protefting that thc^papia.cy had been 
forced upon bim by the people; but that be bad no inten- 
tion to accept of the hODOUr^ without the approbation of the 
emperor and princes of the diet, haring deteyed the cere- 
mony of his^confirinaden, amtd he ihould have obtained that 
' fanfdon. 

Hekrt, fatisfied with thefe excurt^,^ had ccmfirihed his 
election; fo that feeing himfelf firmly dlablilHbd ih the 
chair,, and ufilverfally acknowleged as pope, he btgan his 
^ pontificate with a number of excommunicattOos levelled 
againft the (J^rwdh' princes, ecclefiaftic as well as fecular; 
.in particular, againift the archbilhops of Saltzburg and Bre^ 
*”• meUf and the btlh'Ops of Bamberg, Spire, and Strafimerg ; 

*^75* becaufe they were either married or publicly Icept concu- 
bines «• He inoreover excommunicated every pcclefiaflikr, 
who fliould receive his inveftiture from a. laic, together with 
the laic by whom it ihould be conferred. This,, hoviuevar, 
was no 'mote than an experiment, to try tHe .thtitoterxif the 
holy fee ; which he intended to launch againft the emperor 
hinifelf. . For this purpofe, he had fent ^fonr legates into 
Cermmy to hold a Council, the convocation of which was 
oppofed and prevented by the biihops, and iteu* reprefen- 
tatives had orders to treat the emperor as an excommuni- 
ihe pope perfon .until he ihould dear himfdf from the charge of 
tampers . figionyi rf whjich hc had been accufed before the prccoiing 
^Mitb pope. ^to frfch a degree of animolity was lie incenfed 
Saxons, ' igoialk^Hehry, thk he dhplo^d cmillkrfes'iamon 

^ Hhiss Hift. deTEinp. ® Barr. t. hr. p. ^24. 
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ptit, bj'f:their iafiouatipfts, w«ro fref(ratle 4 ttpott to 
ked ataln^adc^ vo i^stitur, to comjthdndf ^ it^ry they had 
layered in dtelaA treaty widi the emperor^ and to bcg diat 
tte pope'#Daid depoTe hun 'em accottntof his immoraUty and 
miibo^H^ 

AtTHodd^ ffcHty had di^rfed the league that was 
fbmtcd agaioft fnni, and reftored peace to the em]dre, he 
dreadoi rerdutions froth the' Intrigues aodrdeotment 
of the cow*t of' Sme ; which, ■ in order to avert, he wrote a .j . , 
Very fnbinijliTe letter to the po^, aecofing hitni^fof fimony 
ana debauchwpy, and craving the forgivenefs irf His hdifufs ; tbetttf. 
who, after having rebuked biot^for his erhnet, OMnnended ^ ‘ 
him for his candonr, and abfolved him in code^enoe of his 
penitence and contrition *. 

He afterwards propofed a crti&de, in order to deliver the 
holy fej>ulchre from the hands of the infidels, (Bering to 
head the Chfiftians in perfoh, and defiriiw JSmy to ferve 
as a volunteer nnder his ctnnntaod : a projoft Ho wild and ex* 
travagant, that nothing but the enthufiaim of the times can 
exempt the tnemory of the propofer from the imputation of 
frenzy and delirium. 

’ BoT this 'harmony fttbfifiing between GrtgUry md the Wjluri. 
emperor wa$ foon interrupted by the difiorbances of Hun- anus in 
gury, where SahiHm had been dethroned by his brother Ceyfa, Hungary, 
and fled for refuge to Henry t by whom he was protedl^ 
alter having done homage to him for his dominioDs. Cre'^ 
pry, who favoured Geyfa, exclaimed againft this aA <£ 
lubmifiioa, and wrote a letter to Solomon, giving him tp 
Undwfland,. that the kingdom of Hungary bekmg^ to the 
Roman church, and demanding that be would acknowlege 
its dependence on the hoiy fee, and not upon the king of 
Germany. 

dnnooRt, having thus hud the train, fent new legates to 
the diet of GoJkar\ which- was aflembled on account of the 
Cetman princes, who had b^ taken pHfoners in the kli: 
baittle; and there, bdng iecohded by the nuncio, they com* 
plains^ that (he emperor fiiil continued to bellow (R) m* 

* Aqaik Franca, 1. i. p. 176. AaAal.de I'Emp. t.r. p.'ip». 

(R).‘Hinwy IV. enjoyed in oied flii* powcik by fetting be*. 
cwsBon, with almoil all other neficc; to fale, forely the pope 
princes, die,rij^t of. noaiinatiag had no right to rekale his Iud* 
hkh^ and abbots, khdof in- jeOs from their oath of allegi* 
yetting them by the crofs and ance. * 
the ring t and tho’ he had ab- 

G 3 vellitures, 
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Veftlture9| wlthoot havtnff publil^ed the the 

council a^aihft thefe inveuitures, as well agalnft limony, 
and the incontinence of the clergy,' idc|nandea 

that the princes, who were pifonCrs^ j^ohM be 
that the arthbilhops and biihops^ ^er^ ekCommuni'*^ 
cated, Qiould be deprived of thdr dignity ^nd eftates ; aiid 
The e$n- Ciiiperdr fhpuld app^i: af I^ome^ on the firft Sunday 

pero^ of to anfwer to thecridnes laid to his charge ; adding^ 
^ffreuten* thdt, If he fliould fail to yield due obedience to the church, 
ed. he muft expeft to be excothmunicated and dethroned. 

Henry, incenfed at this' prcfnmptuous declaration from 
pofes Hil- popty whqth he confidered as his vall&l^ difimffed the 
debrand, with very little ceremony, and called an alTenibly of 

A. D. all the dignified ecclefiaftics at fTorms ; U^here, after duede- 
1076. liberation, they concluded, that Gregory^ haying ufurped 
the chair of St^ Peter by indireft means, iiifefted the church 
of God with a great number of novelties and abufes, and de- 
viated from his duty to his fovereign in feveral fqandalotiS at- 
tempts, the emperor, by his fupreme authority, derived 
from his predec^ors, ought to diveft the po^ of his dignity, 
and appoint another in his place. 

and is ex- In coAfcqucnce of this refolution, Henry fent an ambaf- 
eommuni* fador to Rome^ with a formal deprivation of Gregory j who, 
eatid. in his turn, convoked a council, at which **ivere prefent i 

bifliops, '<,vbo unanimoUfly agreed, that the pope had juft 
caufe to depofe Henry ^ to difiblve the oath of allegiance 
which the princes and members of the em'pirc had taken in 
ills favour, and to prohibit; them from holding any corref- 
jpondence with him on pain of excommunication ; which >vas 
immediately fulminated againft the emperor and all his ad- 
herents 3 ^. 

He knew that this ftep would be attended with civil wars : 
he interefled the German bifhops in his party ; the prelates 
gained over the noblemen s Henryks old enemies, the Sax* 
ms^ feized this pi^etext of declaring againft hiip; and even 
Gmlfe^ to whom he had ^ven the duchy of ^avariat ftip-* 
ported the malecontehts with that wealth Which he tb' 
the emperor’s bounty : at laft, thofe very princes and bHhops, 
whd jidd joined in depofingti^r^gdrj/, gaYe up their emperor 
to be tried by the pope, and his holinefiwasCpUkited to come 
to Hugjhurg for that ptjrpofc. * , 

' fit this fevere fentence, which agrfeat part of Clirif^ 
teodom witli troubles and divifions, and involved Germany f 

y Gob. Pers. Cofm. «t. yi. Chron, Magdeburg. Heiss 
H iih I’Emp. 1 . h- 
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iipL long and bloo^ wars, the emperor was reduced to fuch 
extremity, that he fet out jfor ttafy In the middle of win* 
ter, with his wife aad (bn Conrad^ an in&nt, in order to 
hnmble hWdf before the pope, who was then at Canqfa, a 
place belonj^ng to 'CoSfrty and Mathilda (S), of whom men- 
tion hath akeady been made. 

After a joarncy attended with great kitigne and incon-ri* bof 
venieoce, Henry alone was admitted within the outer gate, 
and^veo to underftand, that he had no favour to expe6);,^'''«tMf»/ 
until ho fliould have fidled three days, ftanding from mom*^' wrftwd 
iUg to evening bare-footed among the fnow, and then aSkitdf^ 
pardon of the pope for the odences he had committed. ThU^"'^* 
penance was literally performed ; and on the fourth day, 
being the twenty-fifth of January, he was foigiven, and re- 
ceived abfolution. 

This extraordinary accommodation gave great dilguft to 
the princes of Itcdy, who never could forgave the infolence of 
the pope, nor the abjeft humility of the emperor. Henry 
himlelf was aflumed of his own meannefs, which, however, 
he excufed a$ well as he could to the Italian cities and ftates, 
by reprefenting the cruel neceflity to which he had been re- 
duced ; and, in order to Ihew how fenfible he was of the 
outrage he had fufiered, he foon after declared himfelf the 
pope’s mortal enemy 

Gregory’s revenge being thus re-inflamed, he exerted Henry it 
himfelf in embroiling the aflairs of Germany, and fucceeded 
fo well in his endeavours, that the princes of the empiri, A. D. 
under pretext of being difcharged from their allegiance to 1077. 

* BARR.t.iv. p. 245. 


(S) This countefs Mathilda 
was the true caufe of all the 
wars^ which, fince this period, 
have raged between the cm-* 
perors a^ popes. She, in her 
own right, poifeiled great part 
ulTufcaiHyJManiua^ Format Rtg- 
gio^ FJoctntiOf Fgrrarot Modena^ 
F'mmt and almoft aU that is 
now called the Fatrimtuty of St, 
Piter t &oih Vitetht to 
together with part of Umbria^ 
S^UtQt the march of An^ 
ema* Her modier, avho was 


lifter of Henry III. had educat* 
ed this powerful princefs in the 
moft implacable hatred towards 
the family of Hmy, by whom 
ihe had been maltreated. Ma^ 
thilda paid the moft fubmiffive 
obedience to pope Gregory ^ who 
was her direQor in all things, 
and, according to fome authors, 
her gallant : nay, her attach* 
ment to him, and her hatred 'to 
the Germans t proceeded fo far, 
that ihe mtde over all her 
eftates to the pope (4}« 


(4} Aonolt de V Eof, t, i. p, 195* 

C3 


Henryt 
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Rodol- Nmy, ky tb« popet j^x^otnamniatipo, <iepri?ed that ^oce 
phas eleS-ofthe fOT(3t?igo cUgoity, and in his platse ek^ed Rtfdai^kur 
edemp^Qn dulfc of Sttubia, whom they fqlemnly crowned at Mtnt* *. 

-080’ emperor, ^prifed of this depoCtfon, fe ont &om 

tales tke imaginable difpatcb, and, taking the hdd 

field a. !F°®Pf could alTemWe, attacked Rofial^, 

gat,A iis ^1*0® deffated in a battle fought near Wtmtzhurg, from 
rival Ro- vldcb tl»f diike narrowly efcaped with hi* life. Next yeari 
doTpfens. however, he was in a condition to take the field again, and an- 
v 4 n,fn he Other engagement enfued, in which, after an oblHnatc difr 
defeats, putc, the okuperor was a fecond time viftorious, and hisad- 
verfary intircly overthrown} ib that Henry j*duced the 
whole duchy <rf Suahia^ from which he ex^ed Berphld 
the fon-in-kw of Reidflfihus, who had been left frir the de^ 
fence of the country. From this conquefr, the emperor pro- 
ceeded into Saxqny, where -he nnderflood the partizaas of 
Ws rival wpre. re-aflembling forces, and, gving them batde 
in the month of January, obtained a third vi^ory, which 
was decifivc 

Hi.s enemies, finding therafelves unable to cope with him 
in the fipld, follicited the pope to excoromnnfcatB him a fe- 
cond time ; aqd Cregiry, being very well difpofed to grant 
their requeft, thundered out another fentence 
confirming at the fame time the eleftion oiRodoiphus, to whom 
he fpnt a crpwq, on which Was engraven thefr wtards : ■ 


' Petr^ ^ Petrs, Pefrus diadem Rodei^f (T). 


Henty 


Henry, in prder tp defend himfelf from the bad confe- 
quencesof this fecond excommunication, called an aflembly 
of the German bilhops at Mentx, and alked their opinions 
about this pretended right of the pope to dethrone an em, 
peror, and whether or no Ite might not, with jufticc, depbfe 
Htidekrand, and appoint another in his room. Ntaetoeif bi- 


«iiu rtppuilit anomer m nis room. Npettieil bi- 
tails 4 na- fliops then prefcnt, after having maturely confider^ the af- 
thnal fair, proppfed that Henry flrould call in the other l)!fliops io 
eoumilat the confulutipn, to be held at Brixep’i where' they accord- 

tyfvr.ifh opinion of all, Haltatu well as Germne, that the pope. 


♦ Hift- B«Il fijqpon. p. i%z. 

t. p, ^ 

e 

(T) Scihij^itowerus, in 
num Oldmhur gen film Arcbieit^ 
Unitm, fays, the info-iption was. 


> Hiiss, uffiip. • 


Petra dtfit Xemm Petrs, tihj 
papa esreteam. 
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iijftea4.of IjavmBQwet ovc,r t|?e emperor, owed hm o1^-/£ed^ 
dience aM' siHl^nce ; ahif ‘that' Gi-i^goiy, hating 

hiflifeljCaWOtW of-tljfipw^.A^ by Ms t&lftbaddft antf 9”^^^ 


wm ojf ^I^br4n^» Ifikertu ^i^^lUc^fen 

i^prijt, .Wi^Q sdyped “ 9^^ ?.v 


pcfor gres^fcavt^t p-t ^s»? n^/P9K «» a cdn4|t^ to repair; 
tp Rom^td pxpel Gregfrx', pi^t, to t|ie tiule, he was 
qU«^ tq eimffey V«s, W^lp f9|^« to Fruftrate j^ pfew ef^' 
fortlcff RodSktii who hiia jOready re-altembl(|d fome troops' 


who ^hpy re-afepbT^Jbme traps' 
itiiSiWBiy. th«^qre^ advMceil a^jiK him Vitfa Rodol- 

great expedidoh, and Vh'e the two anme^ t^n^ging near ph«» <*>» 
Merjhe^ fought with yeatfqryi the. Fpttujm cS the^^o/eytund 
toclioipg tQW^ds ¥ht“ hjs hand ^ng ettf off hy receh/eitn 

Carrey of who was in the fer- " . 

vice of tho em|eKQj:, thh rfWs were difeourag^ by the mif- . 

fortune of thejr chief, apd gayg up the adySnlage they had ^ 
gained. That no^Jqip^, perceiving his.end apprbachlpg,' 
ordered the h^pd he he'd loh (9. he hra^ht to hito', and ad- 
dreffiug hiipfclf to the p^eys thfo pr^entj B^ld,” laid 
he, " the hand with whifh'I took the path of allegiance tol 
V Hmry., which I hate vlplatcd at the Inftigation of the 
“ court of Rm^^, tP {wfidipully afpfrtog ' to an honour, 

** which was not my dw®**” ffaving pronounced thtfe 
words with marks of lipc^re pgpitence, he ayured, and was 
pompoiifly interred at Me.rflmrg 'm Saxonj ; ' his tomb being 
adorned with the hgures of a grown, and other enfigns rf 
royalty. The Saxatfs being afterwards afrdd, that Rmry, 
would take umbrage at thefe honours paid to his rival, would 
havereippved the vnameuts; but were pteyented by the 
emperor, who faid he ih9u|4 be glad to fee all his enemies as 
ma^i^t^ly iptetfed *. 

Thus d^rered fro^ fuch a fottnidable antagonift, he iuioa/ier- 
foon diilipated the' reft of 'his party; and after having, ihwW/ 
fontc me^pre, cpmpofed the difturbances in dermaijy, he nyrehes 
fet out for Italy, in order to fettle 'Clement to the papal 
chair ; but, finding the gates of ifswe lhi|t againft him, he " g ’ 
was ohlig^ to attack, the city to form, and the fiege con- 
dnped ‘Upwards of tV^o years and a half ; at the end of gome 
wnicb U was |almn by a^iilt, apd with di^ulty prevented a/tee a 
from bang pluodaed, to confioeiation if a fum of money hngfiege, 

* Chron. Oldenburg. Archicom. ez Mpib. p. 13$. Chron. 

Magdeb. •Krantz. 1. V. 
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offered 
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and ex* 
pels Grc- 


nuho ri* 
tires to 
Salernp. 


A, D. 

IQ85. 
Count 
Herman 
hofen ktn^ 
of the Ro 
mns. 


* nemfioryofXSmaiHf': c:‘3/» 

offered by theinhabitanis, ^th tyb*ch ffewrjf bbUged his &!*• 
diers to be'fatisfied.' ■ < * 

GnEGCfRT, dr^ibg ho fate fb 'mtidi ■ai'iliat of feifinjf 
it) to the hands Henry, efakped itlto'the' cafHe of St^f 
Angeh, which fl^s extremdy Wfctt fortified’; and whife he' 
defended hihdHf in that retreat; ’thia chajperor pnbiilhed' the 
reafons which had induced him tb' deppfe and thb*' 

ititnteCZmtmMnlus |dace (U). 'The Emant abqaibfifed m his 
motives, and tjie new pope, bdhg confeiefeted with all thb- 
ufual cefemohtes in the'chnrch of 5if. exprefKd hts' 
gratitude by crowning the emperor on Ee^er-day, in pre- 
tence, and With the applanfe, of the ifomcn fenate and peov- 
pie i who took the oath of all^iiattce, as ofnal on futh occa*^ 
iions ^ 

bJsAN while the attadcs were ftUl carried on againft thd 
caftle of St. Angelo i but the entperprbeidg caHed mto Lom- 
bardy upon fonie particular afl&irs, Gtd^ard duke of ApfUht 
went to i?0mr in his abfence ; and haidng found meai^S to. 
releafe Grenry from his confinement, conduced hlpi - to 
Salerno, where he died the following year*. 

Germany being re-involved in new troubles, the emperor- 
did npt long* enjoy the fuccefs irf this ItaSin expedition, 
The Sftxotft, who were his inveterate enemies, began to Ws- 
^ imbroil the empire ; and, feveral other princes joining In the 
I ponfpiracy, they, at the follldtafion Gregory, etedted 
count Herman of Luxendmrg king df the Rtmtans, and 
marching into Franconia, made war upon tbofe who had ad- 
hered to the emperor. Henry, alarmed at thefe tranfaftions, ' 
returned with all pofflble fpeed to Germany, where under-' 
ftandihg'that, in fome particular aflbmblies dfthe ecdefiaiHcs, 
feveral decrees had been made contrary to his intereft, in 
^onfequence of the excommuhicadons under which he la- 
boured, he called a general afleteMy at JMea#*; where, by 
fhe unanimous confent of all theblihops there prefent, whe^ 
%ha Italian, Frenfh, or German/ the decrees made by Cre- 

V 

^ Chron. Verd, p, 187, ? Aniial. df V pmp. t* i* P* 2<?o. 


J U) The Romans having pro- 
ed to Henty they wopld o\»* 
Uge Gregory to crgwn him, that 
po^ hi order to acquit them at 
their promife^ tdhrM to lower 


down the crowp upon the em- 
peror't . head, from the caflleof 
or, Jttgelo { but Henry did not 
retiih this pleafant expedient 

Csi- * 


fcj) fetoOJIitnf, /. Hi. r. 
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gory agfliaft Ifenry wect attnuUed, and of toe emperoc 
againft the pope approved and confirmed. Tbe pielatea, 

-who efpoafed 4 ie caafeof the rebels, were deprived of their 
as .well as count Herman of the tide of king of 
the Romant, wbkh he^had nhjufily obtained ■>. 

SoaiE day# after this/ifiembly broke up, Henry was in* Gregory 
formed, that pope Gregory was dead at S^wmo as we have ^ 
already obfarsed, and that the Rvmaati without paying tbe A. D. 
leaft regard to Clometa III. had refolved to promote to the 1086. 
chair cardinal Didier, abbot of Monte CaffitOt who hap- 
pened to be at Rome, and fied tp his abbey from this eleva- 
tion $ upon which his ele^n was delay^ till the feaft of 
Pentec^ of the following year. 

Mean while the emperor, underftanding that count Her~ Herman 
man, although depofed, was making ftroi^ ef&rts to fup- » defiateJ, 
port his pretenfions, he purfued him from place to place, 
compelled him to abandon his enterprlze, and to fly into 
Saxony for refuge. , .The rebels, thus deprived of their king, *“ ** 
elefl^ in his room Ecbert marquis of Thurinqia, who, like 
his predeceflbr, funk under the viftorious arms of the em- ’’ 
peror, and both came. to an untimely end, Hermanixmg 
killed by a ilopie, which was dropt upon Ms head from a 
hi^ place, and Robert beipg flam in a mill, to which he had 
efcaped after, the lofs of aliattle againfl the emperor 

While Henry mos em^oyed in reducing thcfc two com- Frefi dif. 
petitors, his enemies were bufy inimbroiling his afiairs in 
I$aly, ViHor IIL who had fucceeded Gregory, enjoyed his in Italy, 
promotion but about ten months ; but his fuccel^r, Urban n. 1 00 1 . 
knowing that his elelSuon muft-give umbrage to the emperor, 
who had not been codfulted m the affair, and being more- 
over infljgated againfl him, not on)y by the countefs A£t- 
thUda of Tufcany, who, after the death of her firfl hulband, 
had married duke Weifhon of Bavaria (Y), but alfo by the 
Normans, he exerted bimfelf fo fuccefsfully, in conjunflion 
with thefe confederates, ,that a great part of Italy was in- 
duced from its allegiance. Ifenry, appriied of thele tranf- 

•> Bars, t.iv.p. 303. ‘Goa^Paat. Cofmod. *t.vi. 

c. 5f. “ Barr. t. iv. p. 334. 

Y ) .This dake, otherwife word GibeRn Wa* in the Ihqedl; 
catfedGwijp/^, gave his name to applied'to thessmperor’s party, 
of the popes, 'which becaulefimrt, fon of Cmnsdilf, 
was afterwmrds diftinguiihed by was born aluthSue (y)! 

|he name of while the 

( 7 } 4 /TjV/. I* 2CS. 


aflions. 





Cbnrad 

revolts. 


Allthe 
fro*vinces 
fi/ Italy 
declare a* 
gennft the 
emperor, 

A. D, 

1093. 

109^. 
A crufade 
refohved 


aAkmt# paffcd the Mps wiA % good array, recook pH the 
tpwns QQ tl^a fids the and* aAiow rci^i made 
£dyf Biafter of MaftiMO^ pi^r a 6 ^Qt twthft motuha* Ha 
then reduced aloraft aU the reft of ootwichftaadr 

ing the vigorous oppofitbo of AbztiiUaf who put herfidf at 
the head of her troops, and periaaaHy iaced him m the 
field (Z). The Rmeuu feeing the prog^eft, and dieadiog 
the refentment of Henry ^ in order to appeafe his wrath, took 
the opportunity of Url^'s abfence 10 recall ClmmtxmJSximr ; 
upon which the other renewed his eacommumcations againft 
the emperor and the antipopc K 

JMban while Conrad^ ^6 emperor’s eldeft (bn, diibbliged 
at fome hafty cxpi eiSons of his father, lent an ear to the in- 
finuations of Mathldn and the and revolted agaiuft 

hiip j he was joined in this rebellten by his mothcr-in-Uw, 
the emprefs Adelaide^ daughter of Udo marquis of Sfranden-- 
btirg, whom the emperor had lately married (A). Mihn and 
feveral other cities of jUnaAnrrfy joined with this young prince, 
who affumed the title of king of Italy ^ and was aSually 
ct owned by Ar^elmo^ archbidiop of Mtlan^ with the conient of 
pope Urban, Welphan, Mathilda^ and feveral dukes and noble- 
men. Some time after this eieffion, he married the daughter 
of iPsjftfrking otSialy, andfucceededfo well in his ufurp^ttpo, 
that the greateft part of the cities and noblemen were alien- 
ated from their obedience to the emperor, who was reduced 
to the neceffity of cantoning his army in fome places of 
ftrengtb, till his affairs (hould take a moie favourable 
turn ®. 

Ueban was at this France, holding the famous 

council Clermont in Auvergne, in which two very important 
fufaje^ were difeufted^ namdy, the excommunication of 

’ Annah de V £mp« t. i. f 203. ^ Hciss Htfi. 1 . x|. 

c, 9. Oth« bs jPaisiMCH. in Chron. Sigebert. 

(Z) This lady, who was the (A) Henry, who was of a very 

emperor’s coufin, and had been capriemus difpofition, ha4 mal- 
very much indebted to his ge- treated and even confined the 
nerofity, is fufpefied of having emprefs ; who, efcaping from 
carried on an intrigue with pope her pnfon, fled to Rome, and 
Greni^f who neriuaded her to joined Cs»r^^(9)f 
beql^ath her lands |o the holy 
fee (8). 

(%) Lember,$£baftieb edevo,loTj* Lft Ofutnf* (s) 

<.iv. p 33J, y 

Philip I. 



c* 3 , W0»j •/ Gcraiaiiy; 

I. of from, «oi tbt ifM&tion to {HtmiOtiB a crafMfe; 
for dtordief of tiw Chriftaoa k the £«v0Hf, and re- 
tmwerjr of the Land o. iVimry CMifidered the pope^ 
abkaee ea a fawmaUe opportaoity of rctrim^ hi» airnn 
ie Itafy by the inti^iieo m CUnm* at Rome\ bat he feuad 
his fon Qmfadt&wnVL cftiMifiied }n his throne, atad fe po«r> 
erftdlj ididbrced bf (dte alliaaco of the king id Sicify, duit 
he defpiardi of him to obedience, and retoraCd to 

his German doerinioas. He was no fooner arrived at Cologne, A, D. 
than he afikabted the priaoes, who put Conrad to the ban of 1099* 
the empire, and declared hit CoA Homy king cf the Romans', Henry, 
upon whiA he was crowned at JAx la Chapellt, after having 
pronufed, upon oath, never to meddle in the aiBurs of 
emjdre wkhoat the confent of his fether »<B), Mean-whlle*'^'?'^** 
the dry of Ratijbon was affigned as the place of his rehdence, Ar 

and the emperor entertained hopes of enjoying that tranqui- Romans, 
Hty which hithertohe hadnever known ; for the chiefs of the * 

rebels were by this time dead, and an accommodation was 
made with the Saxons and Bavarians. But the very ihea* 
fores he took to re-eftablifh juflice and good order, which 
had been banhhed by the licence of war, produced frefh dif- 
turbancesand difquiets, which inceH^ntly harrafled him in the 
latter part of his life. 

The archbifliop of Mentz, confdons to himfelf of having 
been concerned in fome conflderable diforders, of which the 
emperor intended to take cognizance, fied into Thtringist 
and declared in favour of the other faftion, which now be- 
gan to revive, and beftir itfelf, at the infiigation of ’Gel>e- 
bard, bilhop of Catfftance ; *foP> Pafcal H. who fucceeded 
Urban in the papacy, bad ^t a commlffion to this prdSte, 
to fupport the prf tenflons of Henry, whom he refbtved tofet 
up in oppofitioo to his father. Nothing chagrined the eiii- 
peror (b much as the prefomption of tte Roman church, iq 
hefting popes in contempt cf his authority ; and his nefent- 
ment of this conduff, which he looked upon as downright 

* De his, vide Ant. Hift. vol. jfvii. p. 146, & feq. " C%roq. 

^agdeb. picnhorg. Archicom. Gob. Pecs, ex Mcib. 

(B) Qoiilimis Per/tpa lays, fitioa, and virtuous life, and to 
pturad con&nted to this have coded his days at 
eleflion. He is fatd to have A* P- > l‘oi (^o). 
pent a prince of u mild dhpn- c 

(*o) J?«f. 4 mKt, /. T, ^fmt, ^tit, Krarntf U <• Ssxt s. xr.p>47p. . 

rebellion, 
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rebellion, was the rock upon which he fplit ; for, after the 
death of Clement^ he appointed fucceffively three antipopes, 
Albert^ Theodoric^ and Maniulp ^ ; twb of whom were 
fiiut up in cloifters, and thethira overtaken by fodden death. 
Thefc meafures, which he took in order to preferve the 
rights of the empire, ferved to foment the enmity of the 
Roniansy fo that Pafeal 11. finding himfelf in peaceable pof- 
feffion of the chair, called a council at Rme^ where the em- 
peror was fummoned to appear ; and, as he did not obey the 
citation, eiCcommunicated anew, for having introduced thofe 
A. D. fchifms into the church. At the fame time they confirmed 
’ I all that Urban and Gregory had done to his prejudice But 
flTr arts and induftry of his adverfarics in Germany ^ 

take arms Henry was cnpged in a rebellion againft 

againft his pretext, however, of this young prince, whofd 

fitber ; ambition had been flattered, was neceffity and zeal for religion. 

He alleged, that the fubjefts, being difeharged from their 
allegiance to his father, he was obliged to take the reins of 
government into his own hands ; and that;, the laws of the 
church being preferable to thofe of nature, he could not ac- 
knowlege Henry for his father, until he fhould be abfolved 
from the excommunication of the pope P. In vain did the 
emperor ufe paternal remortftrances to difTnade his fon from 
proceeding to extremities. The breach became wider and 
wider, and at lall they openly took the field againfl each 
other, and the armies met at Ratijbon^ when the father, 
finding himfelf too weak to hazard a battle, retreated to- 
wards Bohemia ; while the fon, marching to Spire^ made 
himfelf mailer of that city, apnd*feized upon the treafures of 
the emperor, which were there depofited. 

Elated with this fuccefe, he fixed a day for the princes 
to aflemble at Mentz ; and, underllanding that the em- 
peror was rcfolved to be prefent with a very powerful army, 
he, in order to fruftratc this intention, which might be fatal 
to his caufe, had recourfe to an expediemt, which was equally 
perfidious and efieflual. Knowing the tendernefs of bis fa- 
therms difpofition, he repaired to Cobhntz^ and throwing*him- 
felf at the emperor’s feet, begged pardon for his undutiful 
behaviour, which he imputed to the advice of evil coun- 
iellors. Being, in confequence of this fubmifiion, imme- 
|liately taken into favour, he perfuaded him to dilbatnl his 
army, for fear of giving umbrage to the princes. Then they 
fet out together Lr Bingenheim, where the fon Infinuating 

o 

* ^ARpii. ad Ann. ‘iioa. a Spic^lcc. t. xii. p. 446. 

that 
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that his father ii4ght run feme rifque of being detained by 
the ^chWlhop of Mentz, fliould he enter that city, and UU- 
dertaki^fg to go thither aid- negpeiate a reconciliation be* 
tween hip ,aad the princes of the diet, the emperpr agreed 
to remain where he was, in exfNEftation of that happy event ; 
but he was next d^y ^fined to his chamber by this UDjgra* 
clous (on, who forthwith repaired to the diet ; at which the V . % 
pope’s legates having repeated the fentence of excommuni' 
cation, 'Hefiry IV. was divefted of the imperial dignity, and 
his foil proclaimed emperor with the unanimous confent of^ 
the whole aflemby ^ (C). 

This ceremony Mng performed, the archbiftiops of 
Mentz and Cologne^ together with the biftiop of ^Vorms^ were 
fent as deputies to the father to intimate his depofition, and 
demand the crown and other regalia. Henry received this 
deputation with equal furprize and concern ; and defiring to 
know for what reafon he was fo cruelly dealt with by hi^ 
own fubjefts, the archbilhop of Mentz replied, that on ac- 
count of the fchifms he had introduced in the church, and 
the fcandalous manner in which he had fet bilhoprics to fak, 
he had been deemed unwortHy of partaking the holy com- 
munion, and confequently of wearing the imperial crown. 

Hf^he emperor, extremely mortified at this infolent declaration, 

If (laid he) we have proftituted the benefices of the church 
for hire, you yourfclves are the moft proper perfons to 
convift us of thatfimony. Say then; I adjure you, in the 
name of the eternal God, what have we exafted, or what 
have we received, for having, promoted you to the digni- 
ties you now enjoy ?*’ When they acknowleged he w^ 


^ Ibid. Krantz. 1. V. Saxon, c. i8, 4; 20 . Barr. t..iv. p. 
375- 


(C) We find in the Confittu^ 
tiens of Goldaftus a letter from 
the emperor to his fon, couched 
in thefe terms : Allow me to 
remain at Liege^ if not as an 
•* emperor, at lead as a refugee. 
“ Let it nqt be laid to my 
lhapiei, or rather to your’s, 
** that I am forced to beg a 
new afyium in Eafler time. 
** If you grant me this requeft. 


I ihall think myfelf greatly 
obliged to you for the fa* 
vourj if you refufe me, I 
will rather live as a cottager 
in fomc foreign countiy, than 
'droll about in this manner 
from one difgrace to auf-. 
other, through an empire 
which wa^ once, my owe 
(ti)." # 


(tj) jUfiah deV Emg. r. i* 


innocent 
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irttiocentas far as regarded their prefermeat: and yet (cbn- 
tinned he) the archbiftiaprlcs ^ M^ntz and Cohgne^ being 
‘‘ two of the beft in our difpofe!, we mij^ht have filled our 
coffers by cxpofing them to fale : neverthelefs we*befiowcd 
them upon you oiit of our free grace and favohr ; and a 
** worthy return you now make for our benevolence. Do 
** not, We befcech you, become partizans of tiiofe who have 
•• lifted up their hands againft their lord and maftef, in de- 
** fiance of faith, gratitude, and allegiance. Alas t We already 
begin to fink under the burden of years and forrow, and 
** but a little of our mortal pilgrimage is left uriperformed. 
** Suffer that little to be concluded in peace, and leek not to 
“ terminate our glory with mffery and fhame.’" The depu- 
ties, unmoved by this pathetic addrefs, arid infifting upon 
his complying with the purport of their errand, he retired 
into liis chamber, where he put on his royal ornaments j 
then returning to the apartment which he had left, and feat- 
ing himfelf in a chair of Hate, renewed his remonftrance to 
this effeft. ** Here are the marks of that royalty, with 
which we were invefted by God, and the princes of the 
empire ; if you difregard the wrath of heaven, and the 
eternal reproach of mankind, fo much as to lay violent 
** hands on your fovereign, you may firip us of them by 
force ; we are not in a condition to defend ourfelvcs from 


fript of ** infult.*’ This expoftulation had nomoreeffeft than 
his royal the former upon thebilhops, who forthwith fnatched the 
ornaments ; crown from his head, and dragging him from his chair, pulled 
off his royal robes by force. While they were thus em- 
pleyed, Great God ! (cried he, the tears trickling down 
his cheeks), thou art the God of vengeance, ahd wilt 


avenge this outrage. I have finned, I own, and merited 
this ftiame by the follies of my youth; but thou wilt not 
fail to punifli thefe traitors for their perjury, infolence) and 


ingratitude 

Ha;NRT the foo, having thus got poiTefiiou of the throne, 
was defirous of acquitting himfelf in feme fhape of the vio* 
Icocc which had been exercifed upon his father, who juftly 
complained, that he had been condemned unheard. *With 
this view he convened, at Ingclhnrfiy thofe of the princes 
who were intirely divqtcd to his intereft, in order oblige 
the old emperor to make a voluntary refignation in Ris* fa- 
vour. There, this unfortunate prince, looking upon him- 
felf as a dying man, is faid to have impjidred forgivenefs of 


' Ibid. Heiss Hill. 1. xi« c. 9. 


all 
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all thofe whom he had ofieoded, and to hpe throDtntUiimfelf A. 
at the feet of the pope’s legate, who Was prefeat ; bef^chlng i « o6, 
that prelate to abfplve him from the feOtencfe of excopMrlUm- ^ndafttr* 
cation 1 but bis rpqueft was refufed, on pretence that he 
could receive abfolution from no oth^ than the pOjpe hlih- 

, To fkh a degree of wretchedncfs was this unhappy prTnce 
reduced^ by the barbarity of hisfon, that, being deftitute of irowK. 
the common neceflafies of life, he intreateddrer/rtf^/, whom he 
had created biftiop of SpirCy to beftow upon him a canoniCate 
for his iubfiftence, in that very cathechal which had been 
founded, built, and endowed, by his anceftors and himfelf. 

Here again he met with a repuHc from the biftiop, who told 
him, that he duifl: not grant his requeft without permiiSon Hisex* 
from the pope j upon which the emperor flied a flood of 
tears, and turning to thofe who were prefent, faid, with a 
deep figh, ** My dear friends, at leaft have pity on my 
** condition, for I am touched by the hand of the Lord.** 

Thus w^s Henry IV. reduced from the higheft pinacle of 
greatnefs, to the loweft abyfs of indigence and mortifkation, 
being dlvefted of his honours, deprived of fupport, aban- 
doned by his own fon, his relations, and even thofe whom 
his bounty had enrich^ ; and, to crown his mlsforomcis, he 
was kept in ctofe confinement, by order of the new eili- 
peror. / , 

In the midft of thefe diftrefles, when every body thought 
his courage was utterly extinguKhed, and his foul over- 
whelmed witkdefpondcnce, he found means toefcape from 
his keepers and reach Cologn^ where he was received and re- 
cognized as lawful emperor. From thence he repaired to the Lfe^c. 
Low Countries^ where he found friends, Who raifed a con- | io6. 
fiderable body of troops to facilitate his reftoradon, and fcht 
circular letters to all the princes in Chtiftendom, in order to 
intereft them in his misfortune* He even wrote to the pope, 
giving him to underftand he was inclined to an accommoda- 
tion, provided it could be made withobt prejudice to his 
Crown ; but before any thing material oould be executed in 
his favour, he died at Liege, in the $ 6 th year of his age, 
and the 49th of his reign. His body was magnificently in- 
terredin the cathedral of that city; but, his fon srfterwards 
ordered it to be dug up, and depofited in (he chapel of St. 

Hfron, where it remained five years unburied, on account of 
his excommuncation. * 

Such was the^nd of Henry IV. a prince of great cou- 
rage and excellent endowments, who, fUd not he alienated 

the 
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the afieftions of his fubjcfts by the cKceflfes of his youth (C% 
and attracted the enmity and oppolltion of the Roman church, 
in obftinately adhering to the rights of his prerogative, 
would have eciipfed the glory of all his ancef^ors, and finillt* 
cd his reign with honour and ttniverfal applauie. There 
was an air of dignity in his appearance, that befpoke the 
greatnefs of his foul : he poflelTed a natural fund of elo- 
quence and vivacity, v^as of a mild and merciful temper, 
extremely charitable (D), and an admirable pattern of for-, 
titude and refignarion. From the twelfth year of his age he 
had been continually engaged in war, commanded perfonally 
in threcfcore pitched battles, in which he was generally vic- 
torious, and lurvivcd a great many fccrct attempts that were 
made upon his life • (E). 

• Heiss, 1 . ii. c. ix. Gob. Pers. ast. vi. Chron. Magde- 
burg, Bremens, Oldenburg. Archecomit. ex Mribom. tom. H. 
Barok, tom. xiii. p. 43. Lso Oilienf. Mach. Illor di 
Firenz. 


(C) He is charged with hav- 
ing maltreated his wife, and 
even to have hired a perfon to 
feduce her from her conjugal 
faith, that he might have a pre- 
tence for obtaining a divorce. 
He is alfo accufed of having en- 
tered into engagements with the 
Danes^hy which he obliged him- 
felf to yield to them all the pro- 
vinces that were contiguous to 
their kingdom, in confioeration 
of their aflining him againft all 
his enemies, particularly the^a;r- 
pns. There are many more cir- 
cumilancesof his profligacy and 
wickednefs related ; but as the 
authors of thefe floriet are either 
monks or Saxom^ they ought 
to be read with caution. 

(D) He is faid to have enter- 
tained the blind, the lame, and 
the flek, at his own table, and 


even to have lodged them in 
his own apartment, that he 
might be at hand to miniftcr 
to their neceffitics. 

(E) While he was at Rome^ 
after the depofition of pope 
QregonVll, aperfon had pfacedl 
himfeif upon a beam in the 
church, with a great Hone, 
which he intended to have Itt 
fall upon Henr/s head, while 
he fhould be employed at 
his devotion : but before he 
could execute his purpofe, he 
fell down and dalhed his braihs 
out, in fight of the emperor. 
Some other people were taken 
in the very fad of endeavouring 
to thrufl a fpear up through his 
body, while he was in the houfe 
of office ; who being brought 
before him, he difmiiTed them 
with impunity (1). 


( 1 ) fiei/sf c, ix. 
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. tijlNRY y. fttraamed tie Yeung, having (as above re- 
lated^ obtained poiTeitioo of the throne (F), was, in the 
beginning of his reign^ io favourabie to the dergy, in every 
particular, that he {eemed ta negl^ft intir^jr thcie rights of 
the imperial authority, which bill father had defended at the 
hazard of his honodr, his fottuo^# hk life. Ncvertj34- 
lefs, he food changed his conduft ; whether he thought him- 
felf fufficiently eftabliflied upon the thrpne, to puU off the 
tnafk ^hich he had hitherto wore through policy, or that lie 
found himfelf deceived in the intentioiss of i;hp church. 

The firll mortification he received was from Pafchal II. who, 
about two months after the death of the late emperor, held 
a council at Guajiala upon the by Which all the decrees 
of his predeccfibi-s againft inveftiturcs were renewed ^ 

Henry, though extremely piqued at thefc proceedings, Ilenty V. 
diflembled his refentment, becaufe he did not as yet find thi 
himfelf in a condition to oppofe the court of and in- ^ 

vited the pope into G&trHHny^ where their difference might 
be brought to an amicable termination: butPafiha/, who was 
well acquainted with Henry*s haughty and impkcable di^ 
pofition, infliead of complying with his requeft, thought 
praper to take a different route, and put liiouelf under thtf 
proteftion of PhiUp^ king of France 

Tho’ the emperor Was very much dillurbcd at the honour • 
able reception which the pope had met with from that mo- 
nar<Si, he did not ehufe to cmbrbil himfelf with fuch a pow- 
<^ful neighbour; but, on the contrary, follidtcd his friend* 
fhip, and defired that he would mediate an accommodatioa 
between him and his holinefs. A conference was accord- 
ingly hdd at Chalons in Champaigne^ where nothing was 
agreed upon, becaufc the pope would not confent to the ar- 
ticle of inveftkure, which Hinry*s ambailadors would by no 
means give up 

• Cone. Gcner;t. x. _ • Socbr, vit Ludovtd, 

c. ix, ^ SxjOER. Abb. S, Dion, dc vit. Lud. Grof. Du- 
CHBSNE, tom. iv. p. zgi, 

^ • 

(F) While he was at Qojlftr^ the point of Iris fword, and 
holding the diet, he was ftrack fhatcered hi^ buckler in pieces 
with a bail of fire thatwvounded (i). 
him in the right leg, broke off • 

GeL Ptrf, Cofmd^ iH, vi. 

Mod. Hwt. Vot. XXIX. U 


ArT:^K 
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A. D. After this unfuccefsful mcetiog, Pafchal hdd a counqil 
1107. at Troyes, and the emperor controted a diet at Mmtz* The 
Getnian bithops declared for the emperor’s right <rf InveftU 
turc, and the fathers of the ciMiticil adhered to the decrees 
of the preceding popes, nnkis Umry (hould, within a ye^» 
repair to Rome, and leave his eaufe 16 the determination qf 
a general council* 

In the midil of thefe cUfpates the emperor would not ne^e^ 
his other affairs. Bdtziwoi, duke of Btjhen^i^ being expelled 
his dominions by hh nephew SuantopiBion, had recoUrfe to the 
affiftance of the emperor, who fummoned the ufurper to his 
court, where he was put in irons, and furniflied BorziwA 
with feme troops, tare-^mduft him to his own dominions : 

Suanto^lkon\ broths, (Hho, being at the head of a 
good army, oppofed his re-eftabUihment ; and the ufurper 
finding means to detach Henry from bk intereft with a very 
large fom of money, Borziwoi was obliged to take fticlxq: 
with Baiejlaus, king of Poland, who received him with greajt 
hofpStaliiy 

Ue in- The emperor, tlit!« furnifticd with the finews of war,^ re- 
folved, with the approbation of a diet convened at Frank- 
Hungary./br/, to pnnifli Cohman, king of Hungary, for having been 
concerned in the mafikere of the Gcmim crufards, during 
the preceding reign, and marching into ki$ kingdom, pt- 
netrated to Pr^urg, which be invefted in vain ; for h& 
army being greatly diminiihed by ficknefe, he r^ifed the 
fiege, and laid waftc the country. Mean while Cohman eh- 
^gaged in a league, offimlive and defenfive, with Molejlaus^ 
who not only fent him a reinforcement of troops to oppofc 
-the progrefs of the cmperoir, but alfo, under pretence of 
ailtfting his gueO: Borziwoi, advanced into Bohemia, and laid 
the country under contribution; fo that Suantopelkon, who 
had joined the emperor, was obliged to quit Hungary, ia 
order to defend his own dominions r. 

Qoes to Henry, thus weakened, retired into Bavaria, in order 
to recruit his forces; and being inflamed with refentment 
thf Poles, againft BoUJlaus, for having fruftrated his revenge againfl: 

Coloman, he rcfdvCd upon the conqueft of Sile/ia, which, 

"' lOQ though at that time belonging to the Poles, had formerly 
^ been part of the empire. With this view he advanced as 
far as Clogau,. which he invefted; but the inhabitants mak- 
ing a gallant defence, he was obliged to raife the fiegc and 
retire. He then attacked Brejlau, when Bolejlaus, duke of 
Poland, who had aflumed the name of king, coming to its. 


relief^ 


V Hilt. Bohem. h x. 
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relief* a general batdc enfucd, in which the Poks Were van- 
builHcd, and obliged to fend an ambalRidor to Henry to fue 
for peace * (G)* Boleflaus^ however, not rfelifhing the tcrmf 
•Whjch.the. emperor Wanted to impofe, refolvcd to try once 
mor^ ilia fortune in the field, and the two armies engaging 
v^zv Eirefldm the Germans Were defeated after a very ob- 
ftinate .difputc*. The lofs of this battle induced to 

defift frim his entCrprize upon Bik^^ and return to the dif- 
cuflidn <rf*:.his affilifs with the pope. With this view he af- 
fembled a diet at Rdtijbott, which, aftef mature tfeliberation, 
granted him the necfeflary fuccours to maintain the rights of 
his crown in Itdfyy Thus re-inforccd, he croifcd the Alps 
with an army of 80,000 men, being alfo accompanied by a itaily^ 

great part of the quality^ and a number of perfons who un* mak^s 

derftood the rights and conftitution of the empire^ that 
might be in a condition to do himfclf jufticc, either by ne^ thtp^ps*^ 
gotiation or force of arms : but b'eforc his departUi*e, be 
married Mathilda, daughter of Henry I. king of Hngland, 
with whom he received an Immenfe fum of money by, way of 
dower, levied by Sl tax upon evCry bide of Imid in that king- 
dom. in his march through he took fome cities 

that attempted to difpute his pailage, and kept his Chrijl'^ 
fj(ias at Florence, From thence he fent aTplendid emUffy to 
Pafchal, with folemn profeffions of veneration for the holy 
ice, and the pope did ndt fail to return the civUity. Then 
a convention wds held at Sutri^ and a treaty of pCacc con- 
cluded to the intire fatfsfaftion of the emperor* who obtain- 
ed all, and even more than he demanded. But all thefe 
conceffions were made .merely With a view to amufc him, 
until the pope could take more efieffual meafures for his 
own intcreft. 


* Gob. Peils. nbi fupra. 

. (G) The hamc of this am- 
bafTador was Serobiuu to whom 
the emperor talked in very high 
terms, telling him, the Pole$ 
had no peace to expeft, unlefs 
they would become tributary to 
the empire : and, in order to 
convinte * him that they were 
not able to fupport a war a- 
gainft him, he ordered his peo- 
ple to /hew his treafifres $0 the 


^ Heus, 1. ii. c. X. 

amba/Tador, who taking ofFhii 
ring threw it into the heap, fay- 
ing with a fmilc, “ Here is 
“ fomething to augment the 
“ ftorc.” Upon which Henry 
replied in the German language. 
Hahdanh, which hgnihes I 
thank yoni ai*d the family of 
Berohim wa| diilinguiihed by 
that name (x). 




(i) Heifi, Un»* ii. f. x. 
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dreadful 
havoc k. 


^ he pops is 
prevailed 
upon tc re- 
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treaty ; 
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On the very day of the emperor’s entry into Xome, which 
was alfo fixed for his coronation, feveral perfons bebnging 
to his train were infuhed, and even imprifoned by the pqju-J 
lace. When the treaty of peace was read, in prefence of th^ 
princes of the empire and Italian prelates, it was forinfitty 
oppofed by thefe laft, who were by the pope pnvatefy tu- 
tored for the pnrpofe, and the debates which objec- 
tions occafioned cbnunued till night. The emperor- find-' 
ing himfelf duped, gave orders to fehe the perfon of the? 
pope, who had equivocated in fneh a fcandafous manner ; 
and the foldiers, employed in the execution of this order^ 
rufliing tumultuoufly into the churches, maltreated the car- 
dinals and bifhops without diftindtion. The confirl put the 
citizens in arms, andmext day a battle enfued, in which 
Henry fought in perftm with great courage. In a wordy 
the Romans were defeated, and the carnage was fo great, 
that the waters of the Tiber were ftained with blood *>. The 
pope was taken prifoncr, together with feveral cardinals^ 
bifhops, and principal citizens of Rmc ; and the emperor 
having ordered the walls to be razed in feveral places, cn^ 
camped in the open field, where he detained his prifoners^ 
during the whole time of and the Eqfter holidays. 
The pope was earneftly kitrcated by his fellow prifoners to 
r<enounce the right of iaveftiture to the emperor, and crown 
him according to his defire, that they might obtain thdr 
liberty ; but he refitted all their importunities, until Henry 
gave orders to behead his friends in his prefence: upon 
which he thought proper to comply with the emperor’s de- 
mands, and the former accc/inmodation was renewed and ra- 
tified 5(H).. . 


^ Chron. Oldenb. Arch, ex Mbib. p. iio. DucHESNiubi 
fupra. « iidfm im 


( H ) This kccomhiodatiou 
contained thefe articles : that 
the emperor iliould ufe the 
crofs and ringjn invefiing thofe 
who were canonically ehetted 
with his confent; and that they 
ihould afterwards be confecrat- 
ed according the forms of 
the church, but never before 
they ihould have received the 
inveilicure; that the archbiihops 
and faifliops might Without feru - 


fde confecrate thofo who Ihould 
be in this manner xnvefied by 
the emperor; and, finally, that 
the pope Ihould never excom- 
municate the emperor; nor, up^ 
on any pretext whatfoever, in- 
fringeany condition of this trea- 
ty. To thefe articles, tfie ’pope 
and fixteen cardinals folemnly 
fwore upon the hofy evange^. 


(i) Dodefhir, in. Append, giMatiatt, 


Thi$ 
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This treaty being concluded, the pope and the other pri- 
(oners were releafed, and Hmry was crowned on the hi ft 
Sunday after Eqftety when the pope dividing* the hoft, gave 
one half to the emperor, and toplj: the other to hiipfelf, in 
token of perfeft reconciliation (1). A new ball was pub* 
lifhed to confirm the treaty, left the pope (hould afterwards 
pretend the former was extorted from him, during his con- 
fincmeht. Then the emperor, having confirmed the privi- the 
leges of the Rmans^ and diftributed largeflTes among the cler- 
gy, fet out on his return to Germony^ th^ popc, with feveral^^^"'*''^ 
cardinals and prelates, accompanying him as far as the Mps. 

The firft thing he did, when he arrived in his own domini- 
ons, was to beftow a magnificent funeral upon the body of 
his father, which had remained fo long upburied, merely 
becaufe that pripce had maintained the right of inveftiture, 
now folemnly confirmed by the pope himfelf. Indeed it foon 7, excow’^ 
appeared, mat the court of Rom^ was not at all fincere in mvnUated 
the conceffiohs which it had made; for though Pafchal him- hy the 
felf ftill preferved the exteriors of fiiendihip and good faith, anhhijhop 
his legates, and among the reft the archbiftiop 01 Vienne in ^/Vienne 
Dauphiny^ did not fail to excommunicate the emperor in -Dau- 
national councils. Nay, even the ecckfiaftic princes of the 
empire refufed to recognize or receive the bull toucl|ing the 
inveftiture of benefices ; Albert^ or Adelb^rt^ whom the 
emperor had raifed to the archbifhppric of Mentz^ intrigued * ^ ^ 
fo fuccefsfully in favour of the pope, that the fubfequeut 
diet declared, hia holinefs had a right to revolve that bull in 
council. It was accordingly annulled W a council of the The cotm-^ 
Lateran^ which ordered the bull to be Durnt, and the cm- cil <9/'La- 


peror to be excommunicated though the pope refufed his teran 
alTent to the decree, on account of the oath he had taken. 

The archbifl>ops, bi(hops, and chapters, finding themfeJves 
thus authorized by die court of Rome, refolved to maintain 
their power of filling their vacant fees without the interpo- 
fition of the emperor, and U;e whole empire was re-invoived 
in trouble and diffenfion. 


A REBELLION breaking out in Saxony, I/enry marched 
thither, fccured the perfbn of the archbifliop, who hud fb- 


. ^ GoBEt. Pers. act. vi, c. 57. 

. . • 

<« 

(I) In dividing ^he hoft, he " he ,be di^'ided from Chrift 
pronounced an ana^herrja to ** and his kingdom, who fluill 
this efFeft. “As I divide 'tne .•* attempt to violate this accom- 
body of the Lord, fo may “ modation (i).” 

(l) Cbrofiit, JSelg, 

H3 
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A. D. merited the difturbance, and laid wafte the whole country^ 
1x14. but in his return he was encountered, in a place called W?/- 
pcjloldy by Lotharius, duke of Saxony ^ FreJyrk count Jlrnef: 
hergy and Reynerus^ bhhop of Halbetjlad^ who had aflembled 
a' body of troops to oppofe him ; and aftpr a very obftinate 
battle, he was obliged to* retreat with great Iqfs. After this 
battle Lothqrius entered Gojl^r in triumph, where an allem- 
bly of biftxops and' noblemen being , cion venedi Henry an 4 
his adherents were excommunicated, indeed, by this time 
he was almoft quite abandoned by his fubjefts, and mull have 
fallen a viftini to rebellion and the intrigues qf Romcy had 
not his caufe been Tupported by the valour and fiiccefs qf his 
nephew Frederic^ duke qf Suaibia and Alface, furnamed Mon- 
eculus, whom |ic prompted to the fupreme command of his 
army ®. . 

Henry MATifiLDA dying about this time, Henry, as her nearefl; 
marchei to xi^\:iUox\, claimed the TnccelTion, nolwithftanding the ftepq 
fhe had taken in. favour qf the holy fee, allegihg, that it 
i!*S* was not in her po\yer t6 alienate her eAates, which imme- 
diately dependp upon the empire. He therefore fet out for 
Lombardy I ancl fent ambalfadqrs to Ro^ne, befeechlng thq 

C pe to revoke t^e fentenpe of cxcqmmpnicatlon which had 
en fi^lminaied againft him, exprefly contrary to their laft 
agreement. Pdfehal would not even favour bis deputies 
with an andipnee ; but^ that fame year, convoked a council 
at Rome, where his traty with the emperor was condemned^ 
and all the Heps wineb had been taken by the national coun- 
cils were confirmed. ^ ' « • 

Hknry, Ihocked and iqcenfed at thefe proceedings, ad- 
yanced towards Romel in order to diflipate the pernicious 
projefts which were daily formed to his prejudice; and the 
pope, who was w^ll acquainted with his difpofition, though^ 
proper to retire into Jpidia. In this inarch he fecured fe- 
veral towns aqd caftles, and gained over djvers noblemen to 
his intcreft, particularly Ptolemy, count of Tufcidum, the 
chief qf the adverfe party, who*“‘prevafled upon the Roman 
people to decree a triumph to the emperor. ‘ He Was accord- 
ingly received at Kome with extraordinary mdgailic^n^c'; «nn!i 
doubtiqg th^ validity of his former coronation, which had 
been performed by a perfori who had retra^led all he^hai 
L done qpon that pccafion, he refolved that the ceremony 

urj (hoiild be repeated, and was adlually crowped a fecqnd tim^ 
i'vOMc. in the church qf St. Peter, .by dhc hands of Maurius Bnrdi* 

® Oniow. Frlling de Gellis Fredeiic I, c. fo. 
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nus^ arcl\bi(bQp qf! Prague^ who had attended him in this 
expedition 

HKnry having; ifctired into TWeany^ on account of the Pafchal 
heats, Pafebed privately returned to Rme^ where he died dUs^ and 
in two days ; and on the third after his deccafe, wdinal Cr- fucend- 
jetan was defied in his room, under the name of Gelafus II, yf* 
without the privity of the emperor, who, enraged at their 
prefumption, made long marches, in order to furprize this ^ 
new pope, who made his cfcape toGaeta with great difficulty, and 
Henry y however, declared his cleffion void, and in his place appoints 
appointed Burdmus^ who aflumed the name of Gregory VIII. Burdinas 
revoked the fentence of excommunication againft the empe- in his 
tor, and confirmed his right of inveftiture. But all thefc room* 
meafures ferved no other purpofe than that of giving a han- 
dle to Gelafus for excommunicating Henry ^ together with 
the antipope he had fet up g. 

This was all the fruit he reaped from his expedition into Henry 
Italy % for feeing the true pope protefted by all the princesy^^-^ 
of Apulia^ againft whom he had not a fufficient number of/"'* 
trOops to make head, he returned to his German dominions, 
leaving a guard with Gregory at Rome^ where Gelafus^ h^Vr 
ing made an elFeflual attempt to eftablifti himfelf, was fain 
to defift, after his life had been in imminent dagger. He 
then retired into France^ and died at the abbey of Ctuny^ 
when the cardinals then prefent defied the cardinal archbi- 
(hop of Vienne^ legate of the holy fee in France^ who, as we 
have already faid, had excommunicated the emperor in p^pc^ 
the national councils. The i\pblemen of Saxo.ny and IFeJl- A. D. 
phalia entered into an aftociation, to defend themfelves 1119. 
againft the rdentment of the emperor ; and having levied 
troops, under the command of duke Lotkarius^ Frederic 
count Palatine, and the marquis Rodoipkus, they fent de- 
puties to Henry, demanding that he would acknovvlegc 
Calixtus for pope, and reftore to the right owners the fiefs 
and eftates he had feized by violence and injuftice. J/oiry 
refufing to give them audience, they took the field with a 
confiderable army ; and the emperor aflembling troaps to 
chaftife them for their prefumption, hoftilities immediately 
(?nfacd. The operations of the campaign were carried on 
syhji various fuccefs, until the ardour on both (ides began to 
abate, and fteps were taken towards an accommodation K 

$ 

t Heiss, !. ii. c. 10. Duchesne, tpm. iv. p. 310. Petr. 

D^ac. 1 . iv. c. 6 . ' < Barok, ann. iiiS, p. 122. 

^ Barre, tom. iv. p. 500* • 
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hei^veen MfAN /#hile the netv pope called ari afletnbly ^ Rhetms% 
•wbo?n and ^rid the ftates of the empire meeting that fame year at Tribur^ 
the cmpe- between and Worms^ gave the emperor to underftand, 

. . that they were quite tired with this long quarry}, which had 
Ts^ 7 eTon troubtefome to the empire. In confequence of thi$ 

rcmonftrance, a licgdciation was fet on foot ; the emperor 
* abated fomewhat in his prctenfioiis, with regard to the form 
of inveftitures, the pope promifed to take off the fcntences of 
excommunication, writings were e^jeh^nged,, and a day fixed 
for an interview at Monzon. Towards this place theempe? 
ror advanced with an army of 30,000 men ; and the pope 
taking umbrage at fuch a train, halted by the way in a firong 
from whence he fent his legates to Henry i d^firing tq 
know if he ftill perfifted in the fentiments he had lately 
profefTed : but when he underftood that the emperor had 
^rhanged his mind, denied his own hand writing, and become 
but inexorable on the article of inveftiture, he fet out on his re- 
carr^ei, Rhehns without delay ; nor could the repeated intrea- 

ties of the emperor prevail upon him to Hay one fmgle day, 
until the princes could be confulted. He had conceived fuch 
a terrible idea of the treatment his predeceflFor had met with 
at Rmxe, that he purfu^ his journey with incredible expe- 
dition, detained the council a few days longer, until a decree 
was pafled, prohibiting ecclefiaftics from receiving the ia- 
vefliture of bishoprics and abbies from the hands of laics*; 
and the emperor, with the antipope and all their adherent^, 
were again excommunicated I. 

A. D. Next year CaUxtm arrived at Rme, where he was ho- 
1 1 20, nourably received. Upon which Gregory VIII. retired tq 
Calixtus S^tri^ a ftroiig town, garrifoned by the emperor’s troops, 
repairs to who Were not, however, able to proteft him from the en- 
Rome, jYiity of his rival ; for the princes of jdpulia fent an army tq 
(indjhnts beficge the place of his retreat ; and he at length fell into 
up the mi- hands of his competitor, who ordered him to bemount- 
ed on a camel, with his face tov/ards the tail, and conduced 
through the public ftreets oft Rome ^ amidft the fcof& and 
. infults of the populace; aftej* which proceffion, hp was fhw? 
pp in 4 convent for life (K), 

* Ad. Coricil, p. 478. 

(K) Tn this provffion, the up in the palace, reprefenting 
ar.pipope wa: cl(;athcd with raw him trampled upon by the true 
ami bloody goats fiedns: and pope (i). , 

altcrwarus a pidure w^s hung 

(1) Sug, Abb, 4 * Vit, lofd/CreJs, $x Du Ctijne^ toin* Iv'. p. 312 

h; 
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In the mcaa time the archbifhop of Merit z, inftigated hyFomenna 
the intrigues and authorized by^ the dtseteesjofi^ciw, formed rebellion 
a powerful league againA the pixpcrof and h}s partijilns, who the om» 
were branded with the nanie of fchifinatics : armies 
raifed qq both fides, arid a nreat der|l of Wood muft have 
been fpUt, had not the wifeft and moft confiderable of each 
party interpofed and effefted an accommodation. The cm* ^ation^ * 
peror was unanimoufly fupplicated to giVe peace to the cm* ’ ' 
pire. That prince referred himftlf intircly to the dccifion of 
the ftates ; and a diet being aflemhled at Wurtzburg, it wa:$ 
decreed, that an embafly mould be immediately fent to the 
pope, defiring he would convoke a general council at Konui^ 
py whiqh all contefts might bfe determined 

In compliance with this requeft^ Calixtus called the famous The afair 
pouncil, which was opened during Lent, and at which were of invefti^ 
prefent 300 bifbops, and about 700 abbots. The ambafla- turn Jet- 
dors being heard before this grand aflemfaly, the affair of in- tied to the 
veftitures was at length regulated with their confent, in the 
following articles : that the emperor Ihould leave the chap- 
ters and communities at liberty to fill up their own vacancies, 
without his beftowing inveftitures with the crofs and ring; 
that he fhould reftore all that had been unjuftly taken from^ A.D. 
the church; that all eleftions (honldbe made in a canonical 1122^ 
planner, in prefence of the emperor or his commifTarics ; and 
whatever difputes might b^pen, fhould be referred to the 
decilion of the emperor, affifted by the metropolitan and his 
fuffragans ; that the perfon elcfled fliould receive from the 
emperor the inveftiture of the fiefs and fccular rights, not 
with the crofs, but with thelcep’tre, and that he fhould pay 
allegiance Xp him for thefe rights only ; laftly, that for this 
ceremony fix months fhould be allowed to thofe who lived 
at a diftance from the empire ^ 

This treaty being read and ratified by the diet at IForms^ 
the cardinal of C^ia, the pope’s firA legate, who had acCoth* 
panted theambafiadqrs in their return, gave abfolution to the 
emperor, and all his fchifanulc adherents ; then faid mafs 
in his pontificals, and adminifiered' the iacrament to Henry, 
as the laft mark of a perfisfl: reconciliation. 

Thus ended that tedious coqteft which had raifed fo ma- 
ny difturbaneb, and cofl: fbch a world of blood and treafurc. 

Blit as, in this accommodation, no mention#had been made 
of the emperor’s right to create or interiqeddlc in the elec- 
tion of popes, Calixfiu was no fooner dead, than the cardi- 

^ Barrf, t iv. p. 518. * Arm*. Buck, in Nods ad 

Wilhelm. Hedaia, p- 154* ^ Goa. Peas, qbi fupraw 

ns»Isj 



ipo IJiJlofy of Germany* p. 

nals, clergy, and people of Rome, without the participation 
of Henry, proceeded to a new elefjtion, which was carried 
Honorius on with fuch difordcf, that two p^fsins were chofen at the 
II . ii e- fame time, pamfly, Theobald, who was called Ceiejitn, and 
Lambert, cardinal biihop of Jfeaflijmcd the^ppclla- 

' ’ tion of kon\orm IL and was bonfirmed in the papacyi upon 

the voluntary rcfignaticjn of hif c(^mpetitor. 

Henry /V After his accoiniQpdation with Rome, the emperor was 
engaged in a civil w^r, by the revolt. of Holland (L), wWch 
mti*vil he reduced by force of ^m$, as well as the city or IVohns, 

mfor, which bad alfp rebelled*. Neycrthelefs, th^ fpirit of fedi- 

tion ftill continued to fpread fpm to\yn tej town ; fq that he 
bimfelf was obljgcd to fly from Ruffac, at the hazard of his 
life, in confequence of a Ipddcn infurredlibn of the people. 
dies at a little time after ^Is misfortune, which made a deep 
Utrecht, impreffion on his fpirits, he died at Utrechf, aged forty-four, 

• after a reign of eighteen years, and his body was interred at 
^pire, among his anceftors ". He married Maud, daughter 
of Henry 1 . king of England, by whom he had no {(Tue; fb 
that his heirs were Conrad, duke of Franconia, and Frede* 
ric, duke of Suakia, who wpri? his own filler’s fons, and he 
certainly intended that one of them fhould be his fiicceffor 
in the empire. Henry is faid to have been haughty, cruel, 
and avaricious O; but he was certainly a wife, politic, and re- 
folute prince ; and, exclufive of his unnatural behaviour to 
his father, of which he fincerely repented in the fequeJ, he 
may be juftly ranked among thofe emperors who did no^ 
difgrace the diadoni they wore* 

" Chron. Magd. e;;; Me^b, p. ^ Idem. p. 326, 

(L) A little before the death are filent wuh refpe^ to this 
of Calixtus, Henry made a fud- expedition, it is particularly 
dpn irruption into France, at mentioned by the French wri- 
the infbgation of his father- in- ters, and an exa^ detail of th^fi 
law Henry, king* of England, preparations ma^de by Len»U le 
hut was forced to retreat with- Qrif$, to opppfp this invafion, 
out having obtained ad- is given by Sugerius, abbot of 
vantage. Though all ^e Ger- St. Denis, who was an eye-wi^; 
man authors {Krantso excepted) nefs of the whole ( 1 ). 

(i) Sui* de yit. Led. Crop, ex pu Chpte, r, it. p, 31a, etfe^uenu 
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peducing the fafne SvhjeB to the Succejpm Henry ¥{• 
LOTHARiUS II. 

after, the death of this top^rqr, it was believed that 
the ftates would confer the empire upon one of the 
fons of^ his lifter; they being princes of gre^t courage^ gc- 
neroljty, apd power, and very much efteemed by the prin- 
dpal members of the empire. But Alk^rt^ archbiftjqp of 
^entz^ who bore an Jmplacable enmity to the memory of the 
late emperor and all his adherents, having obtained the re- 
galia from Henryks widow, by cajoling her with a promife 
of preferving them for one or other of her nephews, found 
means to influence the princes of the empire to give their 
fuffrages in favour of Lothar\us^ duke of Saxe-Supplem^ Lotharii^ 
bourg P, who had befriended and fupported him in all his ^bejen 
iiontefts with the late emperor, He was accordingly crowned 
jit Aix4a-Chajpellc^ in prefence of the pope's nuncio, while 
his two competitors negleftcd nothing in their power to fup- 
port their pretenfions to the throne. Frederic^ duke of Sua- 
being aftually elefted king of the Romans^ by fomc 
princes, noblemen, and cities of the empire, and the other 
folemnly crowned at Milan by the archbifliop of that city 9. 

The firft expedition of the new'emperor was againft the Bq- 
hemiansj whom he hated, becaufp they had aflifted the late 
emperor againft him, while, he was in rebellion. But his 
pretence for marching into Bohemia at this junfture, was a 

3 uarrel between Otho and SobieJlauSj brothers of the deceafed 
uke, who had left the guardianlhip of his children to 
VieJlauSi although Otho was his elder brother. This pre- 
ference, given contrary to the cuftom of nations, was refent- 
cd by Otho^ whom, however, Bohiejl^us expelled by dint of 
f^rms. Thus injured he repaired to the diet at Ratifbon^ in 
^ order to follicit redrefs. The emperor interefting himfelf 
in his caufe, marched into Bohemia^ where, though he fuf- 
tained fome damage and difgrace, he compelled Sohiejlaus to 
fue for peace, which was granted, on condition that he 
fliould reiWe Moravia Xo Whicejlam ^ the Von of Otho^ relcafc 
the prifoners be hdd made, and do hom^^gc to the emperor 


P Gefl:. Ludov. vii. ex Duchesnf. . ^ Aventxn, Ann. ^ 
Bbi. 1. vi. p. 492. ^ Hift. Bohem. 1. ii. 

for 
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Survtftunts for Bohemia r. in a word, after a (hort oppofition, which/ 
oppofi- however, was ohftinate and bloody, the two princes dropr 
fion. ped their pretenfions, and were reconciled to Lotharius, who 
honoared them with his fricndftiip, particnlarly Conrad^ 
whom he loaded with extraordinary proofs of elleem and 
benevolence 

A. D. HonoriOs IL dying on the 24th of Fehritary^ Innocent 
* » 30* n. fijcceeded him that fame day in the papacy, by virtue of 

M^oufes a canonical cleftion; notwithftanding which, cardinal P^/rz/x 
tbecaufi who had a powerful faftiqn at Kopie^ was proclaiiped 

II" name of Anacletus : the other finding himfelf 

* ’ too weak to oppofe this rival, retired ipto where 

his intereft was openly efpoufed by Be^nard^ who per- 
fuaded Lotharius tq declare in his favour. He likewife pro- 
pofed and efFefted an interview between the eniperor and 
his holinefs at Liege where, after fome difputesupon the 
article of inveftlturc «, Lotharius acquiefced in the papers rc- 
fufal to part with that prerogative, and even undertook to rc^ 
eftablifti Innocent in Rome (M). 

Mfidha^v- This expedition being concerted, the pope fet qut for 
in^ re> faking France in his way, where received a confi- 

t^^ahUPud dcrable fum for the expence of his journey : then proceed- 
him in the ing to Placentia he waited for the emperor, who in a few 
papal days joined him with his army, and condufting him to 
fhair, is Rome re-eftablilhed him in the chair, in fpite of all the ef- 
tronfjned fofts and oppolition of the antipope. It was, perhaps, with 
at Rome. ^ gjyg weight to this re-eftablifhmcnt, and to 

* '^ 5 ' excite other people, by example, to honour the true pope, 
that the eniperor at his coronation *, which was foon after 
performed, kneeled before Innocent, who was feated upon a 
throne; and having promifed obedience tq the holy fee, re- 
ceived the crown in that pofture. After this folemnity the 
emperor returned to Germany, where, by the advice of one 
Werner Urfperg, alias Emerhts, he ordered that juftice lhoul 4 

• Annal. de I’Empirc, t. i. p. 215. < Sue. Abb. vit. Lud, 

Groft. cx I>u Chefne, p. 318. • Ctmr. Urfperg. ex Meib. 

dc jare lnvellit.£rpic. ^ Ann. Boior. Joan Aveni. lib, 
Vi, p. 495. 

(M) The emperor hearing to Innocent, lifted him in his 
of the pope^s approach, irOunt- arms from his horfe, and ac- 
ed his liced and rode forth to companied him to the place 
receive him; at meeting £0- where he was to lodge ( 1 )• 
iharins alighted^^ and running 

(1) Uv. ii. r. ai. 
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be admtniflered in the empire ^Lccording to the digefta or 
code of JtiJiinian the ufe of which had been laid afidc 
five or fix hundred years. Thefe laws were introdneed in 
Ualy^ Germany^ and afterwards In Franofi and Spaiiif in Iktl 
of peculiar ftatutes and particular cufton;is^(N)« 

The emperor had no* fooner quitted than ftoger 
duke of Jpulid^ who had lately erefted his dpmioions into a Innbccitt^ 
royalty, under the name of the kingdom of Sicily ^ riaifed 
an army in favour of Jnactetus^ and made himfclf inaflcr of ^ ^ 
almoft all the places belonging to the holy fee; upon 
pope Innocent retired to Pya, and again implored the aiflift- ^ 

ance of Lbtharius, who did not forfake him in his. adyeijfijty. a. IX 
On the contrary, he levied a powerful army^ and, dividin^it 1 1 37. 
into two parts, gave the command of one to his fon-in-law 
the duke of Bavaria^ and put himfelf at the head of the 
other. All the places of St, Peter's Patrimony were loon re- 
taken, and the true pope re-condufted in triumph to Rome^ a 
circumftance which is faid to hate haftened the death of 
cletiiSt who died of grief at the fuccefs of his competitor. 

The emperor afterwards drove Roger from city to 
and at length obliged him to retire into Sicily; then 
duing the provinces of Apulia and Calabriai and all Roger'e . 

Italian pofleffions, he formed them iiito a principality, 

beftowed it, with the title of duke, upon Renaud^ a Cer* % 

man prince, and one of his own relations. 

On his return to Germany ^ after this glorious expedition, dUt 
he was feized with a dangerous diftem^ at Verona^ not- Trent. , 
withftanding which he proceeded on his journey, in ho|)es *‘ 3 ®- 
of being recovered by his native Mr;, but death overtook ium 
among the Alps^ near TrenU in the twelfth yttiv of his reign« 

This prince is celebrated on account of his pajOTionate r^rd 
for public peace, and the adminiftration of juftice ; tho' frogi 
the great number of commentaries that Were inadc upon the 
Pandelfs^ he is taxed with having introduced chieanry 
ftead of facilitating the iiiveftigation of truth. 

* Dchoc, vide vol. xvi. p. 545., &f«ci. 

(N) In the fwmmer of the cQufidcrable rivers, even the 
^jrearii35, the heats were fo itfclf, became dry, fo that 

cl:cefllve* ii^ Germany^ that the ajmoft all the cattle periihed for 
corn and fruits of the earth wi- want of svater’f 0* 
thered in the held, and the moft 
• 

( 1 } Ntfufm fleifi, 1. XU Zf9, 


CONRAD 



i i8 kificiy Gerinahjr. fc. 

CONRAD ili. 


Conrad T H E princes of the empire affembling at Cdilmix, in order, 
tochoofe a newempferor^ iihammouliy efefted Conrad 
td. duke of Fr^nconiaf nephew of Ifeniy V. and conduced him 
A, D. to j^tx la Chapelky where he crowned by cju’dlnal TJ^ry; 
* * 39 * the pope’s legate, he officiating for the archbUhop of Cokghif 
Who wa^ not at thkt time in priefl’s Orders 
ilenry Henry duke of SaVaria^ fufnSimed the^ HaUgkly, whd 
duke of married thii only diiughter of L^tharius^ and rted^ed 
Bavaria the duchy of Saxony as her dbwer, Was rfbt prefent at tfiia 
ire/u/es to cleftion, which he confidered as a violation of his figlit, 
becauie Lotharius^ whb died witKout iffue male, had put the 
regaUa^ rfcgalia Jnto his handi, ahd eirch defighed him for his fucceflbf 


hefted of 
his domi' 
kioHS* 


empire. In confcqucncfc of this defignation, he rc- 
^ fufed to furrcndfcr the royal ornam^ts tb Conrad after he had 
been laWftilly elefted : upon which the princes, aflembled at 
the diet df Cojlar, publicly divefted hiin of his duchies of 
Saxony aUd Saisariai the firft of Which they gave to Albert 
marquis of Brandenburg^ and the othdr to Leopold marquis 
of Auftria ; in alienation which made luch a deep hnpreflioh 
tm the mitid of Henry ^ that he died that fame year of grief 
and mortificjitiori (0). _ v 

Guelph, About this time, /?#^rkirigof Skily had made hlmfelf 
nuith the mafter of the dominions which belonged to the empire in 
offtftance Apulia. That he might be able to maintain his cbnqueft, 
^Rogcr, be excited Welph dr Guelphe^ brother of Henry the Haughty, 
king of make war with the emperor for the recovery of the two 
duchies which had been confifeated, and furnifhed him with 
a confiderable fum of money for the expence of his army. 
After feveral engagements that were not decifive, Guelphe^^^s 
befieged by the emperor in thccuftlcof JVeinJberg, and, re* 


Sieily, 
takes the 
field a- 
gainft 
Conrad. 


r Gob. Pbrs. Cofmod. act. vi. cap. 59. Kflakt. Sax. 1 . vi. 
cap. 8. » Ann, Boior. Joan. AviNT. lib. vi, pag, ^§59.. 


(O) The emperor gave his 
widow in marriage to his own 
brother, together with the duchy 
of Aufirta^ the princes of which 
(tho’ it is the youngefl duchy of 
the empire) aiTume the title of 
archduke (2). ^ 

(2} Krantu. /, vi. Sotti c, 8. 


In the fecond year of thii 
emperor's reign, died Johannes 
de Temporibus, who is faid to 
have been armour-bearer to 
Chai Icmagne. and to have lived 
361 years (j). 


(3) Coh, Ptrp Cofmod, at, \i. c* 59. .) 

folving 
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folving to make a fally, gave for the word HUvvelf. Fre^ 
deric cluke of Suabia, brother to the emperor, and general 
bf his troops, having difeoVered this word, gave to his own 
m-my that of Jiiegihdin^ the name bf a village in SuaMa, ih 
which he himfelf had been educated. This was the origin of Origm 
the Guelphs 'zni .GiMins, ^hich afterwards grew into fuch Guciphi 
vogue in Haly^ where the pope's party was diftinguifhcd b^ 
the name of the firjft, and that of theemperof by the other (P). 

Cvelphy however, fnftained great lofs in this fally, and, 
iiaving defended himfdf to the laft extremity, wai obliged 
tofwrrender at difcretlon. The emperor, however, inftcad 
bf uficg his good fortune with feverity and rigour, gave thb 
4uke liberty to retire unniolefted ; but the duchefs, fnfpeft- 
ing this excefs of generofity in Gonrad^ Who* had been known 
to entertain it particular enmity agslinft her hufbaiid, fqnt a 
gentleman to the emperdr, intreating him to grant a fafe 
Conduft for her, and the other women belonging to th« 

Caftle, that they might come out with as much as each could 
barry, and be conduced to a place of fafety. The emperot 
complied with her requeft, and this cvacuatibn Was made in 
the fight of the whole army, whoexpefted to fee them tom# 
forth with jewels, gold, and filver ; but they Were not a little 
furprized When they faw the duchefs, and other ladies of 
quality, flaggei ing under the load of their hulbands, Who 
had ofended the emperor. Conrad was fo much moved with 
this fpeftacle, which was ah undoubted proof of their ten^ 
dernefs and courage, that the tears ran down his cheeks ; he 
applauded their conjugal fidelity, entertained them at dinner^ A. D* 
and came to an accommodation with Gutiph, and hisiothef ** 4 *^ 
enemies, notwithftanding the efforts of his own generals, 
who oppofed his generofity on this occafion *. 

Mean while this civil war fiirnifhcd fcveral towns of Italy 
with an opportunity of withdrawing ihemfelves from the do- 
minion of the empire, and fetting up for independent repub- 
lics, Even the Romans formed a defignof re-eftablifiiing the 
antieut commonwealth, and of retrieving the fovereignty of 
the city, together with the patrimony of the church. They 
had already renewed the order of fenators, and the rank of 
patrician, to which they had* promoted one Jordanus^ in- 

* Heiss, 1 . ii. c. 12. 

(P) This is the moft probable of fevcral accounts given of 
the origin of thefe names (4). 

(4) Su Bl^ndi 2. dec, 7. Sig9n, I, xu Ktajrt, Ss 9 , L viii. c, S. 

Tcfting 
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hw with tjie fame authority which Cjharlmdgnc had 
Jordanus pcrfleffcd in that ftatio;!-. Thi$ new patrician, accompanied 
heaM a ft-- by the fcoatprs’ and the pepplc, went to pope ftrw Jl. and 
^tiou at reprefenting that the popes origmalfy applied iheinrelvcs to 
n ^cckfiaAic aftlMra, xantented ytith the ty tnes they received for 
their fttb^ften'cei they dcfirbd himto dcfill: frbm inter- 
meddling in politics, and Jeave thp care of the adminiftratioh 
to thofc, to whom it pix)perly belonged; Nay, they went fd 
far as to tajee poflHIiOn of the revennes of the city, and turn 
out the pope*s officers, who had been appointed to collet 
them. Lucius i with his cardinal$ and clergy, vehemently 
oppofed this inhovatiopi and, after ohAinate difputes, it was 
agreed, that reconrfe fihould be had to Conrad^ who ^as at 
the diet ^t wheh the amh^dors arrived; But before 
his dedfion could be obtained* tie pope put himfelf at the 
head of fome p-opps he had levied, a^d befieged the fenators 
Lii- li\the Capitol, from which he received fuch a wound with a 
cius II. tj Aone, as in ^ few days put an end to his life ; fo that theam* 
Ail/ed by a tefladors returned without an anfvver. Lucius was fucceeded 
fione. by Eugenms whp, tho’ diAhrbed by thofe feditious peo- 
ple in the beginning of bis papacy, found means to reduce 
the rebels to reafon^ and re-eAablilh the authority of St. 
.Peter's chdlr, C^et being thus reAored to the city, the 
pope applied himl5f vigproully jtb the famous crufade, which 
was at that time fet on foot againA tht Saracens the dc- 
fimee of the Hofy Lancf; an enterprize in which the emperor 
Qu^rad was engaged l?y the admonitions of St. Bernard, from 
whoie hands he af^ually received the aofs. 

, At a^eneral^diet conven&d ^Frankfort, the preparations 
for thi' cruGidc were adjuAed, the emperor’s fon Henry 
waa “ elefted king of the Rtmans^ and an imperial council 
cAabliflied suRotweil ( to govern the empire under his 

( QJ This council, which U ^uJtHa, zndL the Rhhe, Never- 
fiiu ixiForce at RotfweiL tho* dc- thelefs, the archbidiops'of friers 
prived of its forinfer authority, an<iC«>/«»|%^,thearchdtrkesof^*/- 
muft be compofed of twelve the knights orthft7>;;^/o»irr 
gentlemen, or, in default of order and of the order of Mal» 
^ntlemen, the members mvtft* At, the fubjeAs of the duke of 
be chofen from among the citi- DeuxpoatSt and of the duke of 
zens of RotweiJ, and the prefi- WirfetAerg^ the abbot of • 
dent muA be /.he connt de BUtifi, the counts of tictnau^ 
to whofc famSy that and femie oth»rs, have a right 
honour belongs in tfef. Its jir- to decline pleading before this 
TjfdiAion extends over the pro« tribunA (5'/. 
vinces of Prmtemu^ 

(5) /, iii. 
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authority. la this affembly, Henry the Lion^ duke of Saxony^ 
demanded the duchy of Bavaria^ which had been taken 
from his father, and beftowed on Henry of Aujtria ; and 
even threatened to retake it by force, in cafe his remonftrances 
fliould not avail. Conrad replied, with great moderation, 
that the affair ftionld be difeuffed and equitably decided at 
his return from the Holy Land ; and in the mean time he de- 
fired Wieboldy abbot of Corbie^ who had a great fhare of hia 
confidence, to keep a vigilant eye over the Saxons in his ab- 
fence, and to perfuade the duke to undertake a crufade 
againfl the pagans of the north. 

The winter being confumed in making preparations for Conrad 
the eaftern expedition, Conrad^ accompanied by his nephew engagu in 
Frederic Barbarojfa^ duke Guelf, and many other noblemen, « cru/ade i 
fet out for Palejiine, at the head of fixty thoufand horfe, 
in excellent order; but the undertaking was not crowned ”47* 
with fuccefs, one half of his troops having perifhed by the 
treachery of Comnenus, the Greek emperor, who ordered 
lime to be mixed with the meal which he furnifhed for their 
fubfiftcnce^ and the remainder having been ihtirely de- 
feated by the Turks ; he made (hift, however, with the 
wreck of his army, to make head againft the Saracens for 
fome time, and then returned to his own dominions (R). 

The bad fuccefs of this undertaking filled the empire with 
grief, confternation, and clamour, and intailed the reproaches 
and curfes of the people upon St. Bernard, who had not only 
preached up the crufade, but, by virtue of a pretended com- 
miffion from heaven, promifed viftory, honour, and wealth, 
to all thofe who (hould embark in the expedition. They re- 
viled him with the appellations of falfc prophet, impoftor, 
and incendiary ; and accufed him of having drained their 
country of all the riches and men, who could have defended 
it againft the infults and encroachments of their enemies. 

Yet, notwithftanding ihefe complaints, which were ex- Another 
tremely juft, fuch was the'epidemic madnefs of the times, crpJfAe it 
that another crufade was formed againft the Moors, 

^ Krant. Sax. 1 . vi. c. 14. Gob. Pers. Cofm. xt. vi. c, 59. 

vJUi^R) having joined his a through the middle, to 

forces with thofe of Le^wis the the aftonifhment and terror of 
Toung, they undertook the fiege the Mohammedans, who, at fight 
of Dama/cus, and fuflained a of this atchievment, fled with 
furious fally ; in whith the em- great precipitation (6). 
peror, with his own hand, cleft • 

(6) Gtjia Ludtw» VII, ijt du Chtfrte, p. 406* 

Mop. Ills T.VoL. XXIX. I 


were 
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^gainft the Were in poiTefRon of Ptirtugdl: a great number of Germans^ 
Moors; from the neighbourhood of the Rhine and the Wejet^ 
took thccrofs; and, einbarkfng in a fleet of two hundred 
Engltjh and Fle^vijh veflels, fet fail far Spain^ to the "afliftande 
of king Alj'honfus Henriquez. After having been difperfed 
by a violent ftorni, they entered the Tagtts; and, joining the 
Spanijh forces, invelfed the city of Lifhoji, which, after ‘a 
fiegc of five months, was taken by adaultc. 
andathird A®ouT the fame time, the Saxons engaged in a third crii- 
agrii lift the fade again H: the pagans of the north, and raifed two armies, 
pagans of amounting to one hundred thoufand men, under the com- 
C':nrcui the Saxon, and Henry duke of Saxmy ; 
who, penetrating into Sclavonia, deflroyed the country, and 
' converted the natives, with fire and fword, to the Chriftian 
religion. 

At Conrarh return from Valcjime, Henry the Lion re- 
newed his demands touching Bavaria, and, as he did not 
receive a definitive anfwcr, had recoiirfe to arms; but the 
emperor took inch ineafures as defeated his defign agalnft Ba- 
varia, and he Was fain to dcfift, for the prefent, from his pre- 
teniions. 

DukiNG the remaining pan of Conrad'% reign, nothing ex- 
traordinary happened, except the revolt of Guelph ; who, in 
his return from the Holy Land, was inftigated and bribed by 
Roger king of Sicily, to rebel againft the emperor: but he was 
afterwards reconciled to him through the mediation of Fre- 
deric duke of Suabia, who was nephew to both , 

He fettles Soon after this accommodation, he was very much afBifted 
the fucerf death of Henry his eldcft fon, who had been elefted 

hon, Romans before he fet out on his expedition againft 

the Saracens (S). This event made the deeper impreffion, as 
Frederic, the only furviving fon, was yet in his nonage. He 
therefore convoked a diet at Bamberg, where, on account 
of his ill ftate of health, he recommended his Frederic 

duke of Suabia to fucceed him in the empire, a prince of great 
courage and capacity, and in c\x*ry refpeft worthy of the 
throne : the recommendation was therefore approved by all 
and dies, the pfinces, and the regalia depofited in his hands. Soon 
1152. after this fettlement of the fucceflion, Conrad died at 

Marian.’ H ill. Heiss, 1. x. ^ Avent^ 1. vi. 

(S) We have here followed thcr, and' was poifoned in thd 
Ihifs. in oppofition lO Krantsc, tclgnof Frederic * 
who fiiys ILtiry furvived his fa- 

l>frg, 
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berg, after having reigned about thirteen years, with virtue 
and reputation ® (T). 


^^5 


FREDERIC I. furnamed Barbarojfa. 

>. 

A FTER the death of Conrad, the princes of the empire, FrcdtMw 
affcmbling at Frariifort, elcfted, according to his re-JBarba- 
commendation, his nephew Frederic, who was crowned atro/Ta/j 
Aixla ChapeUe, at the age of twenty-nine. He was the &ciide6ted etn<^ 
emperor of that name, and honoured with the appellation » 

Father of his Country, on account of his invariable afFeflion 
and attachment to the glory of the empire, tho* he was like- 
wife dillinguidted by the name of Barbarojfa, or red beard. 

He was no fooner ele£led, than almoft all the princes of Eu" 
rope fent ambadadors to Merfhourg, to congratulate him on 
his elevation. The king of Dcnmarkwtn^ thither in perfon receives . 
for the inveftiture of his dominions, which was granted by homage 
Frederic, who crowned him with his own hand, and receired/^^* ^be 
the oath of allegiance from him, as valTal of the empire. 

The emperor’s next ftep was to fend the archbiftiop of Triers 
and bidiop of Bamberg ambaHadors to Rome, to receive the^‘^ * 
crown in his name, as he could not go thither in perfon, be- 
fore he fliould have pacified and determined the differences 
' which fubfifted among the princes of the empire^ Of thefe 
the moft confiderable was the quarrel between Henry duke 
of Saxony, and Henry the Lion, who took the title of duke 
of Bavaria, This young Henry demanded the duchy as his 
inheritance ; the other refufed to refign it ; and almofl all 
the princes of Germany took arms in favour of one or other 
of thefe competitors ^ 

In order to com pofe all thefe difturbances, the emperor 
called a diet at Spire, where, by the advice of the princes fFitx^diffi rcnre 
affembled, he decreed, that Henry duke of Saxony fhould be re- betvjeen 

^ Othon. Prising, de Geft. Fred. 1 . ii. BARR.t. iv. p. 708. 
f Atm. Boior. Joan. A vent, ubi fup, Hift. de Hen. Leon, cx 
Meib. t. i. p. 431. 

CT) Conrad Gertrude, The fecond, called Frederic, 

vhragfeicr of, Berenger, prince of was duke of Franconia and Ro- 
Saltzbdch, by whom he had two tembourg, and livad till the year 
fbns and one daughter. Henry 116^, when he died of the 
the cldcft, who had been ek£led plague. The daughter, whofe 
king- of the 2Xfranck* name was married Ltfoiir 

fort, died in the year U50. landgrave off 7). 


(y) t. iv. p. 708. 

I i 


eftabliHied 
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Henry cftabliflicd in the duchy of Bavaria, and, in order to fatisfy 

^fiie of the other, he erefted Aufiria into a duchy, telcafing him from 

the homage and oath of fidelity to the duchy of Bavaria, of 
which it formerly held 8. At the fame time the duke of 
Jujlria, in confideration of this independency, yielded to 
’ henry duke of Saxony the duchies of Tufeany and Spoleto, 
together with the ifland of Sardinia. 

This aifFair being compromifed, he afted as umpire in the 
difference between Sveno and Canute, who had, by force of 
arms, for fome time difputed the crown of Denmark, Canute, 
after repeated efforts, being vanqullhed by his competitor, re- 
paired to the diet which was then fitting at Merjhourg, and 
follicited the protection of the emperor, promifing to do hom- 
age for the kingdom, provided he would declare in his fa- 
vour. Frederic, allured by this promife, interefted himfelf 
in the caufe of Canute, and fent ambaffadors to Sueno, de- 
firing that prince would come to Merjhoiirg, where he 
wanted to confer with him on matters of the laft importance. 
^kingdom of Sueno, who had formerly ferved as a volunteer with Frederic 
Den- 
mark ; 

A.D. 

1153. 


tompells 
Sueno t§ 
d<f homage 
for the 


quarrels 
nvith the 
pope i 


In the army of Conrad, complied with his requeft ; and ar- 
riving at Merjhourg, with a fplendid retinue, was nobly re- 
ceived by the emperor, who neverthelefs compelled him to 
Tubferibe to fuch articles as he prbpofed : and peace was 
concluded between the two princes, on condition that Sueno * 
jfhould retain the kingdom of Denmark as a fief of the em- 
pire, and gratify Canute with certain territories in Jutland, 
Zeeland, . and Scania. 

The next ftept which” Frederic took was to hold a diet at 
Wirtzboiirg, where he liftened to the complaints of the 
noblemen of Apulia, whom Roger king of Sicily had ftripped 
of their eftates, and expelled from their country ; and he re- 
folved, with the concurrence of the aflembly, tp march into 
Italy, with all convenient fpeed, in order to chaftife that 
tyrant for having injured the vaflMs of the empire, as well as 
to receive the imperial crown. 

It Nvas not long before the emperor, in imitation of his 
predcceflbrs, quarrelled with the pope. He had raifed the 
bifhop of Zeitz to the archbiihopric of Magdeburg, becaufe 
the votes were equally divided between other two coii^^!ti- . 
fbrs. Eugenius III. at that time pope, difapproved of 
his depriving pne fee of a biftiop, in order to put him in an- 
other, When there was no neceffity for fuch a tranflation ; 
but Frederic, who w'as perfeftly well acquainted with the 
agreements which had been mad^ between his predeceflbrs 


t Has. Boo. SvwT. exMcxb. 50J. 


and 



ii7^^ 


C. 4. ^ht Hijiitry tf Germany. 

and former popes, fupported his creation ; and when Euge* 
nius fent legates into Germany to depofe the archbiftiop 
they were obliged to make a very expeditious retreat. 

The pope dying, Anajhafms^ who fucceeded him in the 
. chair, refolved to tread; in the footfteps of his predeceilbr, 
and fent cardinal Gerardus into Germany to determine that 
affair. But the legate having fpoken difrefpeftfully in pre- 
fence of his imperial majefty, who was as jealous of his ho- 
nour as expert in the management of his affairs, he was dif- 
gracefully chafed out of Germany^ and died of chagrin on 
his return to Rome, 


Mean while Frederic^ reflefting upon the mifehievous , * * 
confequences of a breach with the pope, fent the new arch- 
bifhop of Magdeburg to Rome, where he pleaded his own ^econcthd 
caofe fo cffeftually, 3iat the pope was fatisfied, and invefted 
him with the Pallium \ jte* 

The emperor, in order to manifeft his independence of the 
pope, repudiated, by his own authority, his wife Adelaide^ on 


account of the confanguinity fubfifting between him and her, 
which not only did violence to his confcience, but feemed to 
threaten future doubts and difputes touching the legitimacy 


of his children. 


It was about this time, that feveral cities of Italy revolted A new 
from the emperor, in imitation of fomc others which had al- dition at 
ready taken the fame ffep, and the Romans themfelves re- Rome, 
newed their attempts upon the pope’s fovcrclgnty Rome. 

Their fedition proceeded to fuch a length, that a cardinal 
was a^fually murdered ; upon which Adrian IV. who had by 
this time fucceeded Anajiajius, put, the city under an inter- 
diftion. The people at length fubmitted ; the interdiftion 
was taken off; but, the difference being afterwards re- 
inflamed, the pope was fain to take refuge at Viterbo, where 
be waited for the emperor, whom he bad invoked to his af- 
liftance k. 


Frederic, ftimulated by thefe confidcrations, put him- 
felf at the head of a gallant army, accompanied by Henry the 
Lion^ bis uncle Welfon, and a great number of the nobility, 
and marched into Italy by the way of Tyrol. After having 
held an alTembly in the plain of Roncalic, compofed of the 
lugblemen of the empire, together with the grandees and con- 
■TiTis^of alrhoft all the Italian cities, who went thither to make 
thdr fubmiffion, and follicit redrefs of grievances, he re^ 
duced feme towns of Lombardy which had rtfVoked, chaftifed 


^ Otkqn. Frisimg. de Gtft. Fred. 1 . ii. c# 9* ^ Barre, 

t. Vf p. 15. ^ Id* ibid. 

I 3 others 
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dthci*s itAlch had tyrannized dv6r their neighbours, and pro- 
J danger’ <^eeded to Pavia^ where he was crowned king of Italy Bt)t 
ous fetid in while he proceeded on hisconquefts, he was not a little cha* 
Germa- grined to learn, that Germany was re-involved in troubles, 
by a quarrel between the archbiftiop of Mentz and duke Her^^ 

' ^ man count palatine of the Rhine^ who had taken arms againft 
, each other, and rcfolved to drive things to the utmoftextre* 
mity (U). 

An inter- Fredsric, alarmed at thefe difturbances, made hafte to 
conclude his expedition ; and as his chief bufinefs was to re- 
t-iveen the eftablifh the pope in Rome^ prefled him to an interview at 
pope and Sntri^ whither his holinefs repaired upon a mule, in cxpec- 
the em- tation that the emperor would hold his ftirrup, and help him 
peror ; difmount ; but this humiliation Frederic would not under- 
go, until he wms convinced that it was no more than a com- 
pliment, which his predecefibrs had paid to the pope, whom 
they looked upon as the reprefentaiive of Chrift (X), 
nvho re- tmperor re conduced the pope to Rome, where he 

ejiahlijlcs received the imperial crown from the hands of his holinefs, 
Ins holitiefs ^^nd the Romans gave no interruption to the ceremony; but 
in Rome, foon as Frederic had retired to his camp, the fedition was re- 
^-vhere he newed ; and taking up arms, they befieged the pope in the 
iscronm- palace of the Vatican ; but the emperor, on the rirft notice 
of this infurreftion, haftened to his fuccour, cut in pieces all 
that oppofed his way, difperfeJ the multitude, and quieted • 
the commotion 

Fredfric, having punifhed the Romans for their rebel- 
lion, pafTed the Tyber, and encamped at Ponte Lucano, to 
which place he was accompanied by the pope, who did not 

J O-rnoN. Prising, de Geftis Fred.l. ii. c. 21 . “Krant. 
Sax. lib. vi. c. 16. Heiss, l.ii. c. 13. Barre, ut fup, 

(U) The count Palatine, af- pleafantry, faid he wa? not well 
filled by the counts of Letnen- acquainted with the office, and 
grn, Sparnhim, Kalfdenhogen^ therefore hoped his holinefs 
Kirchhe>^g,DideJlm?n, and others, would excufe him. 7^he pope, 
plundered, facked, and burned, however, was not fatisfied with 
the city of after having this apology, and went away 

ravaged the whole country without bellowing upon him 
around it (8). the kifs of peace ; but, re turji ^ 

(X) The emperor went to ing next day,, the emperor'^- ^ • 
hold the ftirrup on the left fide, formed his part to a miracle, 
when the pope Mxpi effing his and every thing was fet to 
furprize, Frederic, with an air of ' rights to). 

(8; Rifs, /. ii, c. 13. (9) Rrurt* Sax. i iv. r. 16. 


think 
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thinly himfelf fafe in Here lie was prefentc<| by the 

Tiburtin^s with the keys of their city, which he delivered to 
his hoHaefs, in confequence of being told that the town be- 
longed to the holy fee. From hence he marched to Spokto, 
which he took, plundered, and burned, becaufe the inha- 
’ bitants refnfed to relcafe count Guido, whom they had ap- 
prehended in his return from Jpulia, where he had been 
tranfadling bufinefs for the emperor. While Frederic ftayed ‘ 
a few days at Amona, in order to re(rcfh his troops, deputies 
arrived in his camp from the patiinrch of Jerufalcin, with 
complaints again (1 the knights Iiofpitallers ; but he left that 
affair to the cognizance of the pope. At the fame time came 
ambaffadors v/itii prefents from i he emperor, who pro- 
pofed a treaty of alliance, and de/ired Frederic to march into 
Apulia againll U'iHiam king of Sicil}f, who had* fucceeded 
Roger y and was their common enemy. BarharoJJ'a immedi- 
ately called a council, in which it was refolved to fend Cm* 
bald, abbot of Corbie, as plenipotentiary to Conjiantinople .* 
and in the mean time the exiled noblemen of Apulia return- 
ed to their own country, under the proteflion and counte- 
nance of the emperor, whom their enemies durfl: not venture 
to incenfe. 

The affairs of Italy being thus fettled, the emperor re- Returns to 
turned to his German dominions, and ordered the princes, Germa- 
who had taken up arms againft each other, to be fummoned 
to the diet at IVorms •, wheie, having taken their trial, 
were condemned to the punlfhment allotted for the perturba- 
tors of the public peace (Y). In a little time after this event, 
breach happened between Adric^i IV. and the emperor. 

The bilhop of Lw;z£fc/z, having been robbed and tfiken pri-^ A. D. 
foner in the imperial dominions, had complained of the out- 1 1 56. 
rage, without being redreffed; and the pope, efpoufmg Another 
caufe, fent legates to demand juftice of the emperor, whom breach be* 
they found at Befangon, where be had convoked a diet, 

There they toqk an opportunity of reading aloud the letter 
of his holinefs, which, among other things, imperted, that^'^"^^^ 
he had, out of his free grace and favour, conferred of 

Frederic the fovereign authority of Rome, and the kingdom^ ^ 

(Y) Each count was con- people to Ihoulder cart-wheels, 

.^dbaned iq carry a dog on his The archbifhop of Mentz, was 
back,' from one county to an- excufed on acooUnt of his old 
other; each gentleman to bear age (10). 
a joint-ftool ; and the^common 


(10) Heijs, uhi fup, 
\ 4 


of 
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ihe hijhop of Italy: Every body from thefc words concluded, that 
ef Lun- the pope had aftually beftowed upon him the empire as a fief 
* n confirmed this conjeitarc was the 

behaviour of one of the legates, who, hearing this donation 
'‘57* queftioned, exclaimed, “ If not of his holinefs, of whom 
then doth he hold it ?” This faucy interrogation had like 
to have proved fatal to him and his followers (Z), who were 
forthwith turned out of the aflembly, and ordered to take 
the fpeedieft and fliorteft way back to Rome The em- 
peror, in his own vindication, wrote circular letters, by way 
of manifefto, in which he publicly gave the lie to all thofc 

® Gob. Pers. Cofm. aet.vi. c. 60. 


(Z) The legate had no foon- 
er pronounced thefe words, 
than Otho count palatine of Ba- 
njaria unlheathed the fword 
which he wore as marlhal of 
the empire, and, advancing to- 
wards him, would, in all pro- 
bability, have had no regard to 
his fun^ion, had not he been 
retrained by the emperor (i). 

But, that the reader may have 
an idea of the provocation, we 
ihall literally tranilate the 
pope’s letter from the Annals 
ef John Ansentinus; ** The 
** Roman empire was tranflated 
“ from the Greeks to the Ger^ 
mans ; but the king of the 
Teuiones was notcsulcdcm- 
** peror before he was crowned 
** by the apoflolic power. Be- 
** fore his confecration.he was 
** king, after it he became em- 
peror. Of whom then but 
** tts doth he hold the empire ? 
From the eleflion of his own 
princes he enjoys the name 
of king ; from our confecra' 
tion he derives the appella- 
tions of emppror, Augujius^ 
and Ca/ari therefore thro’ 
us he governs.* Recoiled 
** what hath happened of old. 


Zachartas promoted Charles 
** to the imperial dignity, and 
“ gave him the name of Greats 
‘‘ and decreed that the king of 
** the Germans fhould thence- 
“ forward for ever be emperor, 
and champion of the apofio- 
lie chair ; that he mignt re- 
duce Apulia to the dominion 
of the bifhop of Rome, tO 
whom (as well as the city it- 
felf) it formerly belonged. 
Rome is the feat of our em- 
pire ; whereas the emperor’s 
is at Aix, in the foreft of 
Arienne. Whatever he hath 
as emperor, he hath from us ; 
for, as Zachartas transferred 
the empire from the Greeks to 
the Germans, fo can we tranf- 
fer it from the Germans to 
the Greeks* It is in our power 
to bellow it upon whom we 
will. Belides, we are ap- 
pointed by God to rule over 
kingdoms and nations, that 
we may deftroy, pluck up, 
build, plant, fffc.” Then he 
brands the Germans for 
want of valour ; obferving; tnat 
they could not drive R^er out 
of Italy, nor fubdue the Fri^- 
landers Danes (2). 


(i) Ueifs, ubi fup, [z) Jsbov, A^tnU Ann* Bdor, p* 506. 
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who fhould prefume to fay, that he held his crown 6f any other 
than God himfclf ** ; while the pope employed the German 
biftiops to reprefent to the emperor the injury he had fuftained , 
in the perfons of his legates. To thefe reprefentations Frederic 
replied with warmth, that he held his crown of God and the 
princes of Germany^ and that he would rather refign It alto- • 
gether than fufFer it to be debafed in his pofle/Iion. 'T\itti/hUh U 
bifhops, finding him obftinately determined to fupport Yii^compro* 
dignity, advifed his holinefs to pacific meafurcs ; and he, ffdjtd. 
wifely following their advice, fent another deputation of le- 
gates, with a refpeftful letter, in which he explained away 
the meaning of his former exprefEons. Frederic ^ who was a 
prince of great penetration, plainly perceived, that, notwith- 
ftanding this gjofs, the court of Borne waited for nothing but 
a favourable opportunity of declaring itfelf in another ftile ; 
and therefore, that he might be the better prepared for fuch 
a declaration, he refolved with all fpeed to difeufs the affairs 
which might thwart him in his own dominions. With this 
view he attacked Bolejlaus duke of Poland^ who had revolted ; 
him he reduced to obedience, and obliged to pay the arrears Bo- 
of tribute which he owed. In the next place he engaged Icflaus, 
Uladi/lauSy duke of Bohemia^ more firmly in his intereft, by duke of 
crefting anew that duchy into a kingdom**. Henry IV. had Poland ; 
conferred the title of king upon a former Uladi/laus^ duke of 
Bohemia, but the duchy itfelf had never till now been ac- “ 

knowleged as a kingdom. Then he made progrefs through 
the towns of the Lower Rhine, in order to eftablifh proper ^ 
regulations touching the adminiftration of juftice, and built 
the tower of Anweiller upon the ^eich, at the diftance of 
two leagues from Landau, He likewife took meafures for fe- fecures the 
curing the fidelity of the king of Hungary ; and having thus king of 
eftablifhed peace through all Germany, as well as the ncigh-» Hungary 
bouring countries, he refolved to repafs the Alps with a 
powerful army, in order to finifh the reduftion of the revolted * 
towns. In the mean time he fent Reinald, his chancellor, 
and Otho count palatine of Bavaria, as his commi/Taries into*^^ ^ * 
Italy, with orders to exaft the oath of allegiance from the n^g* 
towns of Lombardy, and they executed their commiflion with 
equal ability and fuccefs. While they were thus employed 
.. in Italy, Irederic lay encamped at Augfburg, where he was 
a\tende*d by the amb^dors of Waldemar I. king of Denmark, 
who defired he might^be confirmed in h]s kingdom, which 
he promifed to hold as a fief of the empire ; and the emperor 

P Ann, fioior. Joan. Avent. I. vi. p. 507. sBarrk, 

t V. p. 61. 

complied 
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complied with his r^qeft, on condition that he ftiQuId coitic, 
at an appointed time,' and receive the inveftiture in perfon. 

Frederic at this junftnre furpafled all his predeceffors, 
fince the reign oi.Ptho' the Greats in power and glory. He , 
had, by force of arms, compelled BoleJlaiiSt duke of Poland^ 
to do him homage, and pay tribute to the emperor. He had 
received aflurances of fubmiffion and fidelity from Geifu king 
of Hungary y and Henry IL of England had feat him magni- 
ficent prefents : he had honoured Uladi/laus of Bohemia with 
the title of king, confirmed the fovercignty of JValdemary 
and eftablifhed peace and content through all the provinces 
of Germany, 

His army confiftlng of warlike troops, well armed and 
difciplincd, being afiembled at Augjhvrgy he divided it into 
feveral columns, for the conveniency of marching by as many 
different routes ; and, having happily pafled the /Aps, re- 
duced' the town of Bre/duy which had the prefiimption to 
oppofe his paffage. While he remained in the tciritory of 
this town, he was joined by the knights of feveral towns and 
caftles in Italy y with their military contingents, and madefc- 
veral wholefome regulations for the prefervation of good or- 
der and military difdplinc. Thefe previous Ifeps being taken, 
he proceeded to aftion. Milan was befieged, and furrend^red 
at diferetion ; he was crowned king of Lombardy at Mouza ; 
built the town of todiy on the river Adda ; and having 
made himfelf mafter of all the other cities of Lombardy, 
which hud rebelled, he, in an aflembly held on the plain of 
Roncalie, ordered a minute inquiry to be fet on foot concern- 
ing the rights of the empire, ^jnd exafted homage of all thofe 
who held of it, even without excepting the bifliops. Griev- 
ances were redreffed, magiftracics reformed, the rights of re- 
gality difeuffed and afeertained, new laws enaded for the 
maintenance of public tranquility, and the encouragement of 
learning, which now began to revive in the fchool or univer- 
fity of Bologna ; and, above all things, fub-vaffals were not 
only prohibited from alienating their lands, but alfo com- 
pelled, in their oath to their lords paramount, to except the 
emperor nominally, when they fwore to ferve and affift them 
againft all their enemies. 

giwum ^ The pope, taking umbrage at this behaviour towards ec- 
brage to clefiaftics, fent a grand embaffy of legates to complain of hie*^ 
thifopc’y difrefpeft ; wheif Frederic juftified wl^at he had done, by 
faying it was but r^afonable they (houlS do homage for the 
fiefs they poffeffed ; and obferving that Jofus Chrifl himfelf, 
tho’lord of all the fovereigns upon earth, had deigned to pay 

for 
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for himfelf and St, Peter the tribute which was due to 
Cafar. 

Frederic having fent commi/Taries to fuperlntend the 
eledtion of new maglftrates at Milan^ the inhabitants were fo 
incenfed at this infringment of their old privileges, that they 
infulted the imperialills, revolted, and refufed to appear be- 
fore the emperor’s tribunal ; fo that he refolved to chaftifey" 
them feverely, and font to Germany for a reinforcement oi 
troops, which foon after arrived with the emprefs. Mean 
while he ravaged Liguria, declared the Alilmcfe rebels to the 
empire, inverted Crema, which was in alliance with Milan ; 
and having taken that town, after an obfiinate f ege, com- 
manded it to be plundered and burnt. 

In the midrt of thefe tranfodions Adrian died, and z^vhotlies. 
fehifm arofe in the election of a fuccertbr. Thegreateft part A. D. 
of five-and-twenty cardinals, who were on the fpot at his **59* 
death, elefted Roland, chancellor of the church, who af- 
fumed the oi Alexander III, and the rert chofe 


vien, of St. Citcilia ; who, feeing the papal robe delivered 
to his competitor, flew upon him and tore it away by force ; 
then, caufing himfelf to be adored under the name of 
FiSlor IV. was at once approved and proclaimed by the 
people. Alexander, and the cardinals who had elected him, Alexan- 
took pofleffion of the cartle of St. Angelo, the governor of ^er con- 
which was their friend : there they were invelLd, and fox fecrated. 
nine days detained as prifoners, until the people, being un- 
deceived, fet them at liberty, with loud acclamations of 

Long live pope Alexander who was confecrated in a vil- 
lage near Rome. 

The emperor, however, notwithftanding the majority of 
voices by which Alexander had been defied, did not fail to 
declare in favour of Vi^or, who had been formerly^ attached 
to his intereft ; whereas the other was an adherent of IVilltam 


king of Sicily, whom Frederic had long confidered as his 

mortal enemy : but, that he might not want a fpecious pre- 

text for fupporting ViBor, he convoked a council at Pavia, 

to decide upon the merits of both eleflioBS ; the two 

petitors Were fummoned to appear, and the emperor, having i V/ia • 

opened it in perfon, immediately withdrew, that his prefence 

might not rertrain the liberty of opinion *. 

• . Al*exander, looking upon himfelf as a true pope, would 
not acknowlege a council convoked withouf his participation ; 
fo that they confirmed theeleflion of Viilor, who was adored 
by the emperor, und owned as pope with all the ufual fo- 


^ Gob. Pers. vh e, 6o. Mach. Hifl. d Jpir. 

lemnlcies. 
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A. D- lemnitics. On the other hand Alexandtr^ who was at that 
1160. time at Jnagni^ having, without efFeft, had recourfe to ad- 
monitions, excommunicated the emperor with all his ad- 
herents, and fent ambafladors to the kings of France and 
England to juftify his conduft, and engage them in his in- 
N tcreft Thefc two kings, having inquired into the merits 
\ of his caufe, took him into protedlion ; the Mtlancfe^ and 
all the reft of declared in his favour: but, not- 

withftanding this fuccefs, he did not think himfelf fafe cither 
njoho re- ^ome^ or any other part of the dominions belonging to the 
tires into ^hurch, bccaufe the emperor’s party was very powerful. He 
France, therefore retired into France \ where he was honourably receiv- 
ed hy Lewis the Youngs and fome time after his arrival he called 
a council at Clermont ^ in AuvergnCy where he again thun- 
dered out his bulls againft ViFior and his patron (A). 

Mean while the emperor, taking the field againft the in- 
habitants of Milan and the other rebels, obtained over them 
feveral advantages, but at length received a very mortifying 
check; for, having cut off their communication with the 
town, he reduced them to the neccflity of either fighting or 
furrendering at difcretion; and thisfituation driving them to 
de(]pair, they attacked his troops with fuch fury, that he was 
obliged to retire with great lofs. Inccnfed by this difgrace, 
he ravaged the country, and, refolving to make himfelf mafter 
of the city at any rate, committed the fiegc of it to the care 
of one of his generals ; while he himfelf repaired to ocher 
places, where his prefence was more necelTary. Tired, how- 
\ahnand obftinacy of their refiftance, he returned to 

demo/ihed redoubled his efforts, and, the greateft part of the 

j, 52. inhabitants being already dead of famine, the city furren- 
dered at difcretion. He granted life and liberty to the peo- 
ple ; but he abandoned the town to pillage, and, fparing no- 
thing but churches, ordered it to be intirely razed to the 
ground, which was plowed and fown with fait, in memory 
of its rebellion. Placentia was difmantled in this expedi- 


Milan is 


* Krakt. Sax. 1 . vi. c. i8. 
ui.p. 378. 


* Mezer. Abreg. Chron. 


(A) Pope Alexander was met 
at Yorcy^ on the river Loire^ by 
the two kings Lewois and Henry ^ 
who received him v^^itYi great 
fubmifTion. They alighted from 


their horfes, and, each taking a 
rein in his hand, conduced his 
mule to the p\ace where he was 
to lodge (1 a}. 


(12} Jfie»er, Abreg, Cbron, t. i. 379.- 
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tion, and the other rebellious towns reduced to the obedience 
of the vi<SVor. 

The Genoefe having declared themfelves independent of 
the empire, Barbaroffa threatened to turn his arms againft 
their city ; but they thought proper to deprecate his wrath, 
by means of feafonable fubmiflions, and promillng to equip 
a fleet for his ufe in the conquefl: of Sicily ^ j^pulia^ and 
Capua, which he had projedfed. In recompcnce for this 
fervicc and condefccnfion he gave them as a fief the Riviera^ 
from Monaco to Portovcncrc, invefted them with the power 
ofelefiing confuls, and gratified them with feveral other 
privileges, which they had not before enjoyed. 

He then appointed well-affefted governors for almoft all 
the cities of Lombardy, difmantled the town of Bologna, 
which in other refpe6ts he favoured as a feminary of the fei- 
ences, and received the fubmiflion of Imola, Faenza, and ail 
the places in Ancona, Tnfcany, and Romania^ 

While Frederic \n this manner furmounted all oppofi tion 
in Italy, Waldemar, king of Denmark, and Henry the Lion, 
duke of Saxony, declared war againft the Wandales ; who, 
after being twice defeated, fued for peace, and Henry was 
gratified with a ceflion of Mecklenbourg, which he peopled 
with colonies from Germany, Flanders, and Brabant. 

The emperor, hearing that pope Alexander had taken re- An afem* 
fiige in France, lignified to Lewis a defire of feeing the b/y con- 
fehifin terminated by a council, which was accordingly con- ^'oked at 
voked at St. Jean de Laune ; and in the mean time he wrote 
to the kings of Bohemia and Hungary, and to the arch- f-aune 
bifliops and princes of the empire, to give their appearance 
at this aflembly, which he and the king of France propofod 
to grace with their own prefence. With this view, after his 
glorious campaign in Italy^ he returned into Germany, at 
that time diftrafted with particular feuds, which he ap- 
peafed with his ufual addrefs. Then he fet out for Befangon 
on his way to the council, and the king of France began his 
journey to St* Jean de Laune \ but Alexander refufed to go 
thither, and retired to the abbey of Bourgdren, in Berry, 
contenting himfelf with fending deputies to defend his caufe 
in the aflembly. As for the two fovereigns, they feemed 
cautiolifly to avoid a perfonal interview : when the king of 
France appeared in the council, the emperor was not preient, 
and when the Germans gave Lewis to tnderftand that Fre- 
deric was coming? he mounted his horfe, and fled with great 
precipitation, in the fear of being furptii^d by the emperor, 
who was attended by a cpnfiderable body of troops. 


This 
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7 he king This aflcmbly having proved inefFeftual, Frederic repaired' 
of Den to Mentz, where he was vilited by Waldemar king of Den^ 
mTLikar-’ of whom he wanted to exaft an oath of fidelity; but 
prince aflerted the independency (rf‘ his crown, with fuch* 
V refolution and perfeverance, that the emperor was contented 
with his doing homage for iVandalia only,- on condition, 
however, that neither he nor his fuccefTors ihould be obliged 
to aflift at the diets of the empire, or fnrnifh any contingent 
in time of war, or, laftly, receive the inveftiture of that pro^ 
vince fi om the emperor. 

This affinr being difcufled, Barharoffa chaftifed the citi- 
zens of Mentz^ who had murdered their archbiftiop ; he ex- 
pelled the abbot oi St. James ^ and his monks, who had been 
ivccomplkcs in the crime, razed the city walls, and appointed 
a fuccelfor to the defunft : he afterwards enlarged, adorned, 
and fortified, the town of Haguenaxt^ in which he cftablilhed 
the treafury of the empire, and a college of juftice, which 
greatly increafed its wealth and importance. 

A. D. The remembrance of the rigour with which Frederic' 

1 164. puniftied the city of Milan^ was a fpur that excited the reft 
l^be fo<ivns of the Italian towns againft him ; and this being reinforced 
^ Italy by the under- hand .machinations of pope Alexander ^ they 
again re- once more (hook off the imperial yoke, and obliged Vidor 
n^lt ; and refuge with Frederic ; who, upon the news of this 

general revolt, refolved upon another expedition. But, 
dies at expedient that Vidor (hould go thither before him, 

Lucca antipope complied with his diredlion, and died that fame 

andisfuc- Lucca “, where the cardinals of his faftion immedi- 
ceeded by atcly elefted X Pafchal III. who was acknowleged as pope in 
Pifchal a diet, which the emperor fome time after convoked at fVurtz- 
JIX. burg for that purpofe (B). 

The emperor, having paffed the Alps with his wife Bea- 
trice, was joined at the antient Lodi by the Italian noble- 
men and their troops, and proceeded to PaviQ, where he 

“ Gob.Pers Cofm.ubifup. Mach. Hift.di Fir. * Hift. 
Lud. VII. DucHfis. t. iv. p. 417. 

(B) Ajt this council it was de- pretending to rival the imperial 
creed, that no perfon Ihould be power. Every membe. engaged; 
deemed pope, unfefs created himfelfjby oath,toownorallow 
wiih the confept of thu-emperor, no perfon for pope,* except up- 
and contenting himfelf with the on thefe terms, even after the* 
office of ChrilFs apoftle, and emperor’s death (ij). 

Sc. Peter i fuccelTor, without 


(13) Avent. Ann. Boior. /, ti. p, $12. 
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ifliicd orders for demolifhing the town of Tortona, bccaufc 
the inhabitants had rebuilt their walk, which he had for- 
merly levelled to the ground ; and here he undcrftood, that 
the Venetians and Romans had formed a league againft him, 
fn conjunftion with the inhabitants of Vicenza, Verona, Pa^ 
dua^ and other towns, who complained of being oppreffed 
by the governors and officers of the emperor. 

Freoeric, finding himfelf too weak in Italy to cope with 
fuch a powerful affociation, endeavoured to weaken it by 
policy, and, by means of private emiflaries, tampered with 
Ibme particular ftates, which, however, he could not detach 
from the general confederacy. Failing in this attepipt, he 
refolved to ftrengthen the attachment of his own adherents, 
by granting favours, privileges, and immunities, to the no- 
blemen and cities that continued ftanch to his intereft. In 
particular, he created Barafon, king of Oriftagno, one of the 
four bailiwicks of Sardinia, for which he did him homage, 
exempted Mantua from fome taxations and military fervice, 
and invefted Pavia with the right of elefting its own magi- 
flracy. At the fame time he fent receivers to all the towns 
of Lombardy, who exafted the taxes that were due, and 
railed contributions among the people, with fuch oppreffive 
cruelty as rendered his government deteftable, and prepared 
the Italians for a general revolt. 

At his return to Germany, he convoked a diet at Wurtf- 
burg, in order to concert mcafures for healing the fchifm that 
divided the church j and there he and all the princes and bi- 
ftiops, together with the ambafladors of Henry king of Eng- 
' land, folemnly fworc they would never acknowlege Alexan- 
der as the legal fucceflbr of St. Peter. Injunftions were 
laid upon all the monks, clerks, and lay fubjefts of the em- 
pire, to take the fame path, on pain of forfeiting their dig- 
nities and benefices, and of being declared enemies to their 
country. 

About this time pope Alexander, at theearneft follicita- 
tions of his friends, fet out for Italy by fea, and, arriving at 
Mejfma, was, by the fhips of William king of Sicily, cen- 
dufted to OJiia ; from whence he journeyed to Rome, where 
he lived a whole year in tranquility. Frederic having ordered 
Clfarlenihgne to be canomzed, and confirmed the privileges of 
Aix laChapelle, marched into Italy, with a confiderable army, 
after the archbifliops of Cologne and Metdz, whom he had 
previoufly detachedr with a Ilrong body of troops to reduce 
the difaffefted towns of Lombardy. • 

On his arrival at Lodi, he held a grand council, in order 
to deliberate upon the operations of the campaign ; and here 

he 
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he determined a diiFerencc which had long fubfifted betwem 
the republics of Genoa and Pi/a. When the council broke 
up he proceeded to Bologna^ which he laid under contribuf* 
tion, together with Imola^ Faenza^ and Forli\ but Ancona 
would not fubmit to his exactions, until after it was befieged 
^ . and reduced to extremity. While he was employed in the 
liege of this place» the towns of Lomharefy, reduced to def- 
pair by the violence and rapacioufnefs of him and his com- 
xniilarieSy entered into an aflbeiation for their mutual de- 
fence, and even compelled Lodi, by force of arms, to engage 
in the fame league : the inhabitants of Milan rebuilt their 
walls, and, taking the field, invefted the caftle of Trca, in 
which the emperor had depofited all the treafure he had 
amaflTed. The place, tho’ Jftrong and well defended, fell in- 
to the hands 6 f • the befiegers, who carried off the money 
and the garrifon prifoners to Milan, and razed the fortifica- 
tions to the ground. 

This fuccefs encouraged the Romans to take arms againft 
the two archbifliops, who were encamped near Ttifciihim \ 
but the event did not anfwcr their expeftatiou : for tho’ they 
advanced in good order againft the imperialifts, with an 
amazing odds in point of number, they were defeated, in a 
pitched battle, by Rainald, archbifhop of Cologne, who car- 
ried the ftandard in his own hand, and fung a German 
hymn, in which he was joined by the whole army. 

This viftory was fucceeded by a confidcrable advantage, 
which Frederic over /W//awz II. king of Sicily, who 

had invefted a caftlc belonging to his imperial majefty. 
Barbarojfa, who was ftill before Ancona, put himfelf at the 
head of his cavalry, and beat up William"^ quarters ; fo that 
he was compelled to raife the fiege, and return to Sicily with 
great precipitation. 

Ancona was no fooner reduced than the emperor marched 
towards Rome, into which he was obliged to effeft his en- 
trance by force : Alexander, after having made feveral fruit- 
lefs efforts to oppofe him, ftole away to Beneventum, in the 
habit of a pilgrim, and Frederic, with his emprefs, was 
crowned by Pafchal the antipope, who had waited for the 
emperor’s arrival at Viterbo 'f, 

HiTHERTO every thing finiled upon Frederic ; ..but the 
plague, being Introduced among his troops, made fuch ha- 
VQck, that he wasr obliged to make a hafty retreat into Tuf- 
cany, and from thence into his German domimons *, where 
« 

r Ann- Boior. Joh. Avent. 1 . vi. p. 573. * Hift. Lud. 
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tis prefence was alfo required on account of a commotion m 
Saxony, But it was not without the utmoft danger and dif- 
ficulty, that he effected his retreat. At Pavia he piit all thfe 
rebellious towns of Lombardy to the ban of the empire, and, 
tho’ his army was very much reduced by the difternper, lie, 
with the alTiftancc of his Italian friends, made incurilous into 
the country pofrclTed by his enemies, and ravaged the terri- 
tory of Milan, 

These petty expeditions, which confumed the remains of 
his troops, ferved no other purpofe than that of exafperating 
the confederates and their patron pope Alexander^ who was 
by this time rendered more formidable by fuccours. Which he 
received from M amici empei or of the Creeks. In a word, the 
towns of Lombardy, tluis fupported, pulled, off the mnlk, 
and not only appeared in open rebellion, but alfo infilled up- 
on feizing the perfon of Barbarojfn, whofe army was by this 
time quite exhauflcd with malady and fatigue. 

In this extremity he began a ncgociation with the friends 
of pope Alexander, and mu (I have fubmitted to that pontif, 
becaufe all the paffes were fecured by his enemies, had not 
the count de Morienne granted him a palHige at the earnefl 
follicitations of his rclntiou WilUani marquis de Montferrat, 
Neverthclefs, the Mifancfc pnrfued him to the mountains, and 
preffed him fo clufely, that he caufecl fume of their hoffages, 
who were in his power, to be hanged : and tlicfe executions 
put a flop to their progrefs. lie afterwards narrowly efcaped 
from Siiza, where a confpiraev v, as formed againfl his life^ 
and at laflarilved in /Hfuce \vith*the v/rc^^kof his arAy. 

His back was no looncr turned, than the Italian cities 
again withdrew tlicmfelves from their allegiance, and entered 
Into an an'o/iatiun lor tiie d'.icncc of their liberty ; and the in- 
habitants of (Wiian, taking the advantage of Frederic'*^ being 
employed in the empire, began to rebuild their town, which 
was in a little time brought to pei fe<nion. 

The conl’edcratcs likcwife built a new town between A0 
and Tortova, in order lo block np the emperor’s road, fhould 
he again attempt to pafs the Alj^s, and to overawe the mar- 
quis of Montferrat, and the inhabitants of Pavia, Who fim 
continued flaunch to his interefl. This they called Atex(p> 

" drict, 'in Honour of the pope, to whom the property of it 
Was prefentedai Beneventum, and it became^ tributary to the i 
holy fee. 

FREDEitic having*appeafed the troubles^of Saxony, where 
the nobles had taken arms againfl their duk*e, convened a diet 
at JVirtJhiirg, in order to reform fome abufes which had crept 
into the church, and dtfpofe the priutres and noblemen in fa- 
Mod. Hist. Vol, XXIX, K vour 
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vour of his eldeft fon Henry ^ vho was ele£bed kifig of the 
Romans i and in the fequei acquired the crown of Naples and 
Sicily f by his marriage with Confiaiice^ daughter of Roger 
and Beatrix de Rethel^ a relation of Philip Atigujius^ king of 
France. 

Paschal dying in the midft of thcfe tranfaftions, Ca* 
liftus III. was ek^fed by the cardinals of his party ; but the 
emperor uhderftanding that all Italy was tired with the 
length of this fchifm, which was difagreeable to his friends 
as well as his enemies, began to be afraid of a general re* 
volt, and to prepare for another expedition. The confede- 
racy of the Lombard towns grew every day ftronger and 
ftronger ; the Ch^eck emperor had fent a fecond embaffy, with 
magnificent prefents, to the pope, promifing to unite the 
Creek and Roman churches under his aufpices, provided he 
would gratify with the imperial crown; and Frederic^ 

dreading his compliance, refolved to fend deputies with pro- 
pofals of peace to his holinefs. Accordingly the bifhop of 
Bamberg, being intrufted with this commifiion, fet out for 
Italy, and was received by Alexander in a full confiftory ; 
but as the emperor neither acknowleged the pope, nor fub- 
mitted to the holy fee, his propofals were rejefted. 

Mean while Frederic, the emperor’s young fon, was eleft- 
cd king of Germany, with the unanimous confent of the diet 
aflembJed at Bamberg, and conveyed to Aix la Chapelle^ 
where he was crowned by Philip, archbiftiop of Cologne z 
and about the fame Henry duke of Saxony departed, at 
the ht\?d of a crufade, for Paleftine, to aflift the Chriftians of 
the eall, who were cooped up between two very formidable 
enemies ; namely Noradin, of Aleppo, and Saladin, foltan of 
Egypt, He embarked upon the Danube at Vienna, eroded 
the piovince of Servia, was hofpicably received at Conjianti^ 
nople, from whence he failed to Ptolemais, where he under- 
ftood that the death of Noradin had reftored peace to the 
Chriftians of the eaft. The defign of his crufade being thus 
anfwered, he vifited Jerufalem, was regaled by the foltan of 
Egypt, w^ho loaded him with prefents, then returned by the 
way of Cmjiantinople, where he received ample proofs of Ma* 
nueV^ friendlhip and generofity, and at length fafely arrived 
in his own dominions* 

As for the emperor, he aflembled a diet at Worfns, in 
which he comptkined of the pope’s conduft, and the rebel- 
lious towns of Lombardy, and it was refolved, that he (hould 
be furnifhed wiib»thc ncceflary fupplies for another expedi- 
tion into Italy. In the mean time Chrijlian, archbiftiop of 
Mentz, as chancellor of the empire, was feat thither with a 
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body of troops to protcft Cemo, Pavia, Crma, and othci^ 
placos> Which fiill held for the emperor, as well as to over* 
awe and confirm thofe which wavered in their allegiance. 

This prelate held a council at Vienna, in order to decide 
, the difference between the republics of Genoa and Pifa, 
touching the property of the ifl^d of Sardinia*, and the Pi^ 
fans, refufmg to ftand to his award, were put to the ban of th# 
empire. The Florentines, who Were their allies, underwent 
the fame fate, and a fliarp war broke out between the repub- 
lics of Pifa and Florence on one fide, and thofe of Genoa 
and Lucca on the other. 

ChristuK hearing that Manuel, emperor of ConJlaniU 
nople, maintained a correfpondence with the inhabitants of 
Ancona, marched thither and inverted the place, while the 
Venetians, who wanted to break with the Greek emperor, 
blocked up the town by fea with a powerful fleet ; but, 
notwithftanding all their vigilance, the Greek deputies found 
means to introduce a reinforcement, and the befiegers were 
fain to relinquifli their enterprizc. 

Baffled in this attempt, Chrijiian marched into the 
duchy of Spoleto, and took the town of Ferri, which be- 
longed to the Rdnian church ; but, while he was thus em- 
ployed, the confederate towns convoked an affembly at Mo* 
dena, in order to concert meafures for fiipportinp the war : 
thither the pope fent legates, to encourage them m their dc- 
fign of fhaking off the imperial yoke ; the chiefs bound 
themfelves, by oath, to maintain the league to the laft ex- 
tremity ; they wrote circular Icttei^ to all the towns of Lorn* 
hardy, exhorting them to join for the defence of the Italian 
liberty ; and their remonftrances had fucheffeft, that fevcral 
neutral towns declared for the confederacy, and others aban- 
doned the intereft of the emperor. 

Frederic, alarmed at the news of this defeftion, Would 
have parted the Alps immediately, had not he been detained 
by the troubles of Bohemia, excited by the weaknefs of king 
Ladijlaus, and the nrranny of his favourite Vegejlaus, who 
had rendered himfelf odious to the whole nation. The em- 
peror, in confequence of the complaints be received from 
the Bohemian noblemen, ftimmotied their king to appear 
-the diet o£ Nuremberg, to give aii account of his conduct i 
and he refufmg to obey this order, marched at the head of 
an army to Prague, where he diverted Ladijlaus of the ad- 
mlnirtration, and bertpwed the regency upon his kinfinait 
Sobiejlaus, who had formerly been minifter, -and difgraced by 
the intrigues of the queen. This affair being fettled, and 
peace eftablifhed through the whole empire, he appointed 

K a the 
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the rendezvous of his army, at Ratijhon^ where a diet was af» 
feinbled at the fume time : there he explained the motives of 
his. expedition into Italy^ and, having received the nece/Fary 
fupplies, began his march by the way of Mount Ccnis. He 
took and deftroyed Sii%a ; the towns of AJii^ Tortona^ Cre- 
imna^ and Como^ fubmitted without refiftance % then he in- 
yefled Alexiindriay which was defended with great vigour 
by the inhabitants, who, at length, in a general fally, put 
the imperialifts to flight, fo that Frederic was obliged to pafs 
the To, and take refuge in the Tavejan. Here his prefence 
was the more necelTary, as the city of Tavia was by this time 
dofely bcfieged by the confederate army, and even almoft rcr 
duced to extremity. Notwithftanding the fuccours he found 
means to throw in, the calamities of the inhabitants daily in- 
<ireafed, and, to put the finifliing ftroke to his difgrace, 
lienry the Lion, duke of Saxony, retired with his troops, in 
^ite of all the remonflraiices of Frederic, who had recourfe 
to the moft abjed fubmiflions, in attempting to alter his pur- 
pofe. His pretence was the terror of excommunication ; but, 
in efFed, he had been cajoled by the pope, who flattered him 
with the hope of afeending the imperial throne. 

The departure of this duke compelled the emperor to 
treat with the confederates, and a congrefs was opened by 
the mediation of the confuls of Cremona : to this aflembly^ 
which was held between the two camps, the pope fent three 
deputies ; but, both fides being extremely irritated and in- 
flexible, the meeting, after much altercation, broke up, and 
all hope of a pacification v'onifhed. The fiege of Pavia was 
raifed ; the emperor detached parties, from time to time, to 
ravage the territory of Alexandria, and the Lombard troops 
marched thither to fupport that place, in cafe it fhould be 
re-invefted. 

Mean while Chrijlian, archbi/hop of Mentz, carried on 
his operations with great fuccefs. He took and ruined a great 
number of caftles in the march of Ancona, and reduced the 
city and whole duchy of Spoleto ; then he repaired, by the 
emperor’s order, to the court of William king of Sicily, to 
cftiiblifli a peace, and offer Frederic s daughter in marriage to 
that prince, who declined the match, leff he fliould give of- 
fence to his holiriefs. 

Dui^ing tl^pfe tranfaflions, the emperor received a re- 
inforcement of troops from Germany, under the command of 
Philip count de^Heimberg, archbilho'p of C?/cg-;2^ ; and ad- 
vancing againft the confederates, who were polled at Sig- 
nano, an obftinate battle enfued, in which was to- 

4Uy defeitej, and narrowly efcaped with his life : his cam^ 



C. 4* Tbe Hijlop tf Gtivamy. 

thd baggage wdrc taken, a' great nniriber of his foldiers 
Itilled, and drowned in "the Po, and the wreck of' his 

army fled for proteftion to the walls of Pavia. 

This defeat, which muft have been very mortifying to jq, 
prince like him, acxiuftomed to viftory, was dlill aggravated re^>o!t m 
by the alienation of his own fubjcfts, many of whom about Italy, 
this time abandoned his intereft, and by the Jofs of a battle ^htre the 
fought at fea againft the in which his eldeft fon 

prince Henry ^ who commanded his fleet, was taken prifon- 
cr (C). Tho’ he was, in confcqnence of thefe misfortunes, 
very well difpofed to an accommodation with the pope, his 
pride would not yet allow him to make the firll propofaL 11*75* 
He therefore rallied his ti*oops,.and exerted himfelf With fuch 
vigour in repairing his lofs, that he was next yeAr in a con- 
dition to hazard another battle, in which his enemies were 
defeated. Being an excellent politician, as well as a great 117^. 
general, he feized this favourable opportunity of fignifying Ue con* 
his defire of peace to pope Alexander^ who received his am- dudes a 
bafladors with great joy, and an accommoSation was con- peace miith 
eluded ; in confequence of which there was an interview be- pope Alex- 
tween them at Venice^ (D), ander. 

The 

^ Gob.Pers. ibid. Mach. Hill. di Fir. 

(C) The pope, in honour of ** hards^ was very much impor- 

this viftory, failed out into the tuned by the princes of the 

open Tea, accompanied by the empire to make peace with 

whole fenate ; and, after having pope Alexander^ for the re- 

pronounced a thoufand bene- pole of the church as well as 

diflions on that element, threw of his own dominions. Thus 

into it a ring, as a mark of his follicited, he fent an embail^ 

gratitude and afFedUon.- ^his confifting of the archbifliops 

is the origin of that ceremony, of Ment% and ^agdehurg^ 

which is annually performed by the bifliop of Worms ^ and the 

the Venetians^ under the notion Sieur Fdfyy his own fecrctary, 

of efpoufing the Adriatic fea with full power to conclude 

(14). an accommodation. They 

(D) As the particulars of this , found the pope at Anagni^ 

accommodation are very dif- who received their propofals 

ferently related by dilFercnt hif- with great joy, as he himfelf 

torians, it will not be amifs to had l^en for a long time do- 

gratify the reader with a detail firous of peace ; and the ar- 

of ^thexir from Romuald^ bifliop tides were iipon agreed upon ; 

of who was eye-witnefs Ncvcrthelefs the emperor, 

of every incident. “ Frederic difappro^^ng of fomc p^rti- 
fays^he, “ having gained afe- culars concerning the Lom^ 

cond viftory over the Lom^ iWr, the pope agre(?4t^> bold 

Note fvr V ffift, de Heifs, /, xi, r, I3, 
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The emperor’s arrival at that city being notified, he was 
waited upon by the doge, the patriarch, the biChop, the 
clergy, and the fenate, who conduced him in their barge to 
St. Mark*Sy where the pope and cardinals waited his coming. 
Frederic^ when he approached his holinefs, who was feated, 
bowed down with profound reverence, and kifled his feet ; 
a condefcenfion which brought tears into the eyes of the 
pope, who clafped him in his arms, and gave him the kifs 
of peace ; then, the emperor taking him by the hand, they 
entered the church together, where, mafs being celebrated 
by the pope himfelf, Frederic re-condufted him to the door, 
ftill walking on his left hand, and held the ftirrup while he 
mounted his mule Some time after thefe firft civilities, 
the pope, the emperor, and all the princes, aflembled in the 
palace of the patriarch, where Alexander harangued in Latin 
upon the peace which had been concluded; xFitn Frederic 
made a fpcech on the fame fubjeft in the German tongue, 
which was interpreted by the archbiftiop of Mentz\ not that 
the emperor was ignorant of the Latin^ but becaufe he was 
refolved to maintain the dignity of the German empire. The 
deputies of both fplemnly fwore to the obfervation of the 
treaty, which included the king of Sicily^ and the ratifica- 

^ Chrpn. Gauf. VosiENs. t. ih Biblioth. Labb. 

another congrefs at Ferrara^ ** lincere, and what he propof- 
in order to remove all ob- cd fair and equitable, they had 
jeflion ; but in the mean ** concluded a peace with him, 
time Fredfricy being perfuad- in confequence of the com'* 
^ ed by fome evil-minded per- milTion with which they were 
** fons, that his ambaffadors “ invefted ; and that if his im- 
“ had betrayed him in the perial majefty fhould perfift 
treaty, he was greatly in- ** in refnfing to ratify it, they 
** cenfed, difowned them and ftiould be obliged, for the 
all they had done, and dc- fake of their confciences, to 
** dared {oiCalifius: his pie- “ acknowlcgc -«^/?;rW^rfor the 
** nipotenfiaries, finding them- true head of the church, and 
•* felves in this predicament, to look uppn Calijius as an 
endeavoured to juftify their ** impoftor. This dfeclaration 
condu& by a fair reprefenta- ” had fuch an elFed: upon Fre* 
tion of all their tranfadion j dtricy that he refolved to ra- 
but the emperor, obfitnately tify the peace, and for that 
refufinff to ratify the peace, “ purpofe immediately ’ dif- 
** they plainly told him, that as patched them tp Vemee^ whi- 
** Alexdnder^^ behaviour on this •• ther hb in a little time fol- 
Qccafion bad beerf honeft and lowed them in pcrfoB(i^). 

(15) Romaldn Sgknfs 

tipfts 



C. 4* Tk 0f 

^lons were exchanged with all imaginable expreflions of joy, 
which lifted during the whole time of their ftay at 
from the beginning of y^ugujl till the thirteenth of Septem- 
ber, on which the emperor fet out for Ravenna ** (E). 

This reconciliation was attended with the fubmiffioa of ^naeem- 
all the rebellious towns in Italy, which had entered into tn^odation 
aflbdation for their mutual defence. By an agreement at 
Conjldnce, the emperor granted a general pardon, and left^'^^^ 
them at liberty to ufe their own laws and forms of govern- 
ment ; while they took the oath of allegiance to him, as their 
lord and fovereign. 

Calistus the antipope, finding himfelf forfaken, in con-C^ah’ftus 
fequence of the peace between the pope and the emperor, bumhUs 
made his fubmiffion to Alexander, who received him with^'*”/f^» 
great humanity; but in order to prevent, for the future, 
thofe fchifms, which fo often attended the eleftion of 
he called a general council, in which it was decreed, that no 
pope ftiould be deemed duly elefted, without having two 
thirds of the votes in his favour. 

While thefe things were in agitation in Italy, Henry UtnryiYea 
duke of Saxony raifed frelh troubles in the empire. He was Lion 
a proud, haughty, and turbulent prince, who not only oi^-rai/isdif- 
prefled his own fubjefts, butalfo committed outrages z^n&^y^bances 
all his neighbours. He was at open war with Ulric, biftiop*^ tb$em* 
of Halberjiadt, whom he had expelled from his fee, and withf""'* 
Philip, archblftiop of Cologne, who headed a faftion againll 
him in Wejlphalia, in confequence of his finding his domini- 
ons ravaged by the duke at his return from Italy, Frederic, 
on his arrival in Germany, wis not forry to hear of thefe 
violences, becaufe he longed for an opportunity of being re- 
venged upon Henry, for his having abandoned him fo cruelly 
in his Italian expedition. He forthwith convoked a diet at 
Worms, where the duke, who did not think proper to appear 
in perfon, was accufed of having violated the rights of the 
blfhops and noblemen ; of having opprefled and robbed his 

^ SiGQN* K iv. de Regno Ital. 

(£) Some hiftortant allege, would have fhfered foch an in- 
t]}at pope, at this meeting, fult to pafs unpunifhed ; efi>e- 
fet’his foot on the emperor’s dally as it doe* not appear, that 
beck; and treated him with in- he Was reduSed to the neceffity 
folenoe and contempt (i6) .$ of making Xoch abje^ ftthmii- 
bat it is not at all probable,^ iions. 

Mt 4 prince of Frederic's fpirit 
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v^ais ; of having CKp^Ued lawful biihbp$, . and fupplied 
their places with his own creatures ; of paving feized the 
hereditary fiefs belonging to the count ^ JVhiccbourgy and 
his relation, Oiho ; and of having furfiilhed the count 

ie Lipfi'ddt with troops to ravage JVeJlphalia* Tho’ the duk^ 
was not preferit to anfwer to tbefe articles of* impeachment^ 
and might have been legally condemned in his abfence, the 
emperor deferred the trial till the next diet to be held at 
Magdeburgf where he was charged by Thicrri^ marquis of 
Alface^ with having fent the Sclaves to pillage his domi- 
nions, and defied to fingle combat by that nobleman ; but 
he would not deign to give his perfoaal npperjrance, and ^*6- 
jefted the challenge becaufe it was fent by an inferior. Ne? 
vcrtlielefs he defiled to have an interview with the emperor| 
and cxcufed himfelf fo effectually to Frcdericy that he pro- 
nilfcd the duke fltonld be acquitted, on condition he would 
pay five thoufand marks of filver to the imperial treafury. 
'JThis propofal he declined, and was fummoned for the third 
is put to Gojlary where he was put to the ban of 

iishan empire, and Philip, archbifhpp of Cologne, ordered tq 

put the fentcnce in execution. That prelatp^ being joined 
with the troops of Co^rey duke pf Brabant, Philip count of 
Flanders, Otho count of Cnclderlqnd, and jtnany other noble- 
men, entered JVcJlphalia, and hfid wafte the country with 
fire and {'word ; while the bifhop of Halberjladt laid the 
churches under intefdiftion, and launched an anathema 
againft the dyke. ? 

Mkan wdiile Henry was not idlej he afiembled his forces 
and fell upon Thuringia, of M'hich lie made himfelf mafter, 
aft^r having defeated the landgrave of Hejfe, A\x\ic Bernard, 
Berman count palatine, and Widekinde count de Waldeck : 
his troops afterwards obtained a vidfory oyer ihofe of the 
archbifhop at Flaresfeld, by the yalour of his general Bef^ 
l^iard count de Lipjladt, who retook all the towns in Wefi^ 
pkalia, which the duke and his adherents had loft ; aiii 
made the blfiiop of HaH^erJiadt prifoner, after having burned 
the town to nfhes. 

The emperor, alarmed at thefe fucceffes, convened a 
diet at IFirtzhourg, where he was follictted in fbehdf of the 
duke of Saxony, by the ambaffadors of the pope and the 
king of' England, who was faihei*-in-la'^y to Hci^ry tpfLiedi, 
In cQnfcqnence of their intreaiies, he delayed proceeding 
agalnft him, and futomoned a general alfembly of the empkd 
^nfrjfed Gelnhaufen, in Wetcravia, where Benrjp, ftill fefufmg tq 
his do- was formally condemned, and ftripped of all ^hi^ 

minio^si dominions, which were beftowed on di|fcrent noblemen. 

3 ' ^ 
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Frederic, in, conjunMbii yd th thofe affi6ng whom the fiefs of 
flenry ■were diftribufed, aflembled an army to execute^ the 
fentence of the diet ; and, marching into Saxony^ redliccd 
that whole province ; while the duke, abandoned by hi^ 
friends, obliged to take refuge in Holjiein. Bernard de 
Jnhalt being efthbliflied in the pofleflion of this dukedom', 
the emperor entered Bavaria^ where he met with no oppd- 
fidon, and at Ratijbpn folemnly confirmed the inveftitufe of 
that duchy, which Otho de JVittelfpach had already received 
at Gclnhavfen, While Frederic w^s thus employed in Bavdr 
ria^ Phili}, archbilhop of Cologne^ befieged and made him- 
i\ if maftcr of Brimjhvick, The town of Lunenburg was in^ 
x eifed, and the emperor, having detached JValdemar^ king of 
Dcnmarky from the intierefts of Henry the Lion, by propofin^ 
a double match between his two foiis and two daughter^' d£ 
his Danijh majefty, that prince equipped a fleet, whh which 
he blocked np the mouth of the” Trave, while Frederic 
fieged the city of Luhec hy hxndi. This town being tkkeh, 
and a treaty of alllahce concluded with Waldemar, the ’eni- 
peror conquered all the Lower Saxony, togetlier with HoU 
jicin, from ■whence Henry had been compelled to retire, anH 
then marched to the nei^bourhoqd of Lunenburg, where he 
\\n\s vilited by the iiurcrtunate duke, who threw himfelf afe 
his feet, and begged, with great humility, that fome of h% 
dominions might be reftored. Frederic, touched with his 
cqndiqon, referred him to the diet of '^ledlembiirg, where 
a very dangerous difpute arifing between him and duke 6er* 

Hard, the emperor was fain to diflblve the affembly, aruTde- 
lay the examination of his cafe,*till the meeting of another 
diet ^t Erfurt, There duke Henry endeavoured to acq^l: 
himfclf of the crinies which had been laid to his charfee^ 
but, as it was impra^llcable to withdraw his fiefs, ^mcla.andccm^ 
were already difpofed of to different noblemen, Frederic 9 ii*pelled to 
vifed him to refide in England, until he fhould be able 
perfuadc the prince^ to reiinquifh his dominions which they 
hadfhared ; and m the mean time he proroifed, that 
tempts fhould Ije made upon the territories of Brunfvick arid 
Lunenburg, which be would proteft in behalf ofhischil- 
dren. Henry, in compliance with this advice, retired ^||£jjgland, 
England^ where he was hpfpitably entertained by his fath<^ 
in-iJw Penry IJ. and there his wife bore him a fourth Ton ' 
called Mlliam, from whom the prcfeQt hqpfe of Bturifwick 
|s descended ‘ ' 

f Anm Bqior. Avskt. 1, yi. f. t.v, p# joz* 

POFl 
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Pope Al. Pope Alexander III. dying at this period, the cardinals, 
exander without the participation of the reft of the clergy, elefted 
iites^ and bifliop of Ofiia^ a native of Lucca^ .virho afthmed the 

. ^^name of Lucius III. and was foon after his elevation expelled 
ni. Romans^ becaufe he would not fwear to the obferva- 

A.D. cuftoms, to which his predeceffors had always 

11*81.* adhered They were fo much exafperated at his refufal, 
that they pillaged his lands, and chafed him from place to 
place ; fo that he was obliged to follicit the afliftance of 
Cbrijlian^ archbifliop of Mentz^ whom the emperor had left 
to maintain the peace of Italy. 

That prelate accordingly came to his ' fuccour with a 
body of German troops, which in a little time would have 
reduced the RmanSf had not his fuccefs been anticipated by 
death, which overtook him at Tufculum. Thus deprived of 
his proteftor, the pope feat nuncios to the emperor, and 
other fovereigns, from whom he received confiderablc fums 
of money, with which he purchafed peace, and re-entered 
Rome. But he was obliged to quit that city a fecond time. 
The inhabitants took arms again, they burned aud plundered 
all his lands, and their rebellion raged to fuch a pitch of 
fury, that they put out the eyes of a^umber of the clergy, 
and' fent them with mitres on their heads, in derifion, to 
LuciuSf who denounced an anathema againft the authors of 
fuch barbarity, and retired to Verona 
Wiet at Mean while the emperor had convoked a diet at Mentz, 
Mentz. in order to concert meafures for prolonging the truce of 
Italy ; and to this alTembly the king of England fent ambaf* 
fadors, to demand the re-cftabliftiment of Henry the Lion in 
fome part of his hereditary dominions : but this afiair, being 
duly confidered, was found intanglcd with fuch difficulties, 
that Henry was exhorted to exert his patience for fome time, 
until the reftitution of his territories could be gradually ef- 
feffed by means of argument and perfuafion. 

Otho de WiTTEtsPACH, who had taken pofleflion of 
Baparia and its dependencies, began his adminiftration with 
fuch prudence, and togk fuch meafures for the advantage of 
ijh p^ple, that commerce in a little time ftourUhed through 
Ime whole province; the fubje^fs became wealthy, and his 
court was diftjinguiflied for magnificence ; fo thar the«em- ‘ 
peror, growing jealous of his power, declared Ratijhon a free 
town, independent of his dominion, erefled Stiria into a 
duchy, holding of the empire only, und diftoembred his 

f Paqz in Brev. Rori. Pontifi in Luck) III. t. viii. 
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territories of the duchy of Meranca and principality of 
Tynl$. , 

ArTER thefe tranfaftions he convoked a diet at Confianee^ A. D. 
where the deliberations’ turned upon the affairs of Lombardy ; 1 1 gjl 
and as Henry king of the Romans affured his father, that ^e 
Italian cities would accept of ^peace upon reafonable condi- 
tions,' the emperor fent three minifters to treat with the dc- treaty of 
puties of the Lombard towns at Placentia ; where a congrefs Placentia* 
being opened, the treaty was in a very little time concluded 
and ratified, to the fatisfaftion of all parties* Among other 
articles it was agreed, that the emperor might exaft the 
oath of allegiance from his Italian vaffals ; who Ihould be 
obliged to march to his afiiftance, in cafe of his being at- 
tacked in his journey to Romey which is called the Roman ex- 
pedition : that the faid vaffals, and the towns, ihould 
be exempted from all other impofition, but that of Apply- 
ing him with provifion and forage in his march : that they 
ihould enjoy the privilege of raifing troops and fortifications 
for their own defence, and decide all caufes, without appeal, 
in their own courts of juftice, unlefs the fum in litigation 
ihould exceed fifty marks of filver : and lafily, that in thofe 
towns, where the bifliop had the title of count,, he Ihould 
preferve the right of creating confuls; but, where thebilbop 
was not in poffeflion of that title, the right ihould be re- 
ierved to the emperor \ 

As the inhabitants of Alexandria della Paglia were not 
comprehended in this pacification, which the Italians for a 
long time confidered as the bafis of their public liberty, they 
were obliged to fend deputies to deprecate his imperial ma- 
jefty's wrath at Nitrembergy where they were pardoned, and 
taken into proteftion, on condition of changing the name of 
their city into Cafareay and holding their privileges of 
his good will and pleafure. 

Soon after this tranfadion, Frederic affembled a diet at 1194. 
MentZy and, in prefcnee of a great number of princes and 
noblemen, again folemnly declared his fon Henry king of the 
Romans y and afterwards knighted him and his brother 
prince TrederiCy according to the rules and ceremonies of 
chivalry. The affairs of Germany being regulated at this 
nlfcetihg, the emperor repaired to Italy y ip order to accom- 
modate fome differences with the pope, touching the (Jpe of 
^Tmr^lp^hich was difputed by two colnpetltors, and the 

f AptZR. Ann. Boic. Gent* ad an. I182* ^ Sigon* 

Hifi. dc Regno Ital. I. xiv. ad 'an* 1183* 
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fucceffion of the countefs Mathilda^ which was an eternd 
bone of contention between the empire and the church ; and 
he was moreover aftuated with the delirc of Seeing his foa 
Henry receive the imperial crown. 

Frederic Induced by thefe motives, he vifited his holinefs at Ve- 
repairs to rona^ where a council was convoked to reftify the errors and 
Verona, abiifes which had crept into the church. Being here foUicited 
ih favour of Henry the Lion, by Lucius, and another embafiy 
from Enghnd, lie tbnfeiited to the return of that nobleman to 
Germany, and promifed to put him in pofleflion of Brunfwick 
and Lunenburg, which had been preftrved for his ufe : but 
as the pope would neither terminate the fchifm at Triers, ac- 
cording to his inclination, nor compromife the affair of 
^ thildd*s dominions, nor even compliment his fon Henry \^\xh 
Henry is the imperial crown, he took his departure fat Mtlah, w^eve 
«7Milan young prince was crowned king of Lombardy 'mth the 
‘ ufuaj fblcmnities ; and, in a little time after his coronation, 
fet out for Germdny to appeafe fbme troubles excited by the 
tyranny and avarice of Philip, archbifhop of Cologne, whom 
he accordingly reduced to order. 

Mean while Frederkietuxnei to the council of Vefona, at 
which appeared HcrAcliiis, patriarch of Jerufalem, ini plow- 
ing fuccour for his king Bald'^vin, \vhb was by this time old 
and infirm, and in danger of lofing all his dominions, by in- 
teftine divilloiis, and the viftorioitS arms of Saladin, foltan of 
Egypt. His remonftrances, however, had little effeft upon 
the princes of the weft, who were too lUuch embroiled with 
their owm affairs *to undrrtakc an expedition into ; 

fbs em- and the emperor in particular, inftead of engaging in a cru- 
fer&r /up- fade, in confequence of the exhortations erf the peme, who 
forts bts umbrage at his ftaying fo Jong i!i Italy, refeked to 

right of rights of the empire to the long difputcd fucceffion 

Patrimony of St. Peter. With this view he feht 
to^ivrs of Elenry king of Sardinia with an armjr into Tufeany ; and 
St Peter’s prince having feized Jqukpendehte, ChieJJi, Ralfcna, 
Patrimo- Bagnarca, and fbme other towns,’ invefted Orvieto, the ficge 
wy. of which lafted two whole years, ^^ean while Frederic, Tn 
A. D. perfon, made a circuit round the towns of Lombardy, and 
took an exafl account of their privileges, which, ih general, 
he confirmed : then he marched into Romania, befieged 
and took Faenza^ where he met with oppofition, atiJ c6fc- 
pelled the greateft part of Tufeany to fubmit to the eiUpirc : 
fo that the fucceffion of the countefs Mathilda w||| dmbft 
wholly reduced under his dominion, when pope Luctus died 
at F^crona, and was fuccceded by Lambert Criuir/AVatthfeiffiop 



C. 4; of dermany^ 141 

of l\iilanf who afluined the name of Urban III. and kept hi$ 
archblfliopric even after his elevation to the papal chair 

Mean while a match was concluded between the emperor’s The m- 
fon Henry y and Conjlancey fitter and heirefs of William king ptrorsfon 
of Sicily ; and the nuptials were aftually celebrated with ex- Hcniy 
traordinary magnificetice in that very city of Milan, which 
Frederic had but a few years before utterly dettroyed 

This match was by no means agreeable to pope Urban IIL 
who forefaw that it would certainly one day furnifti the king 
of the Romans with pretenfions \x^on Sicily ; and his refent- king of 
ment hurried him fo far, that he even fufpended from their Sicily. 
Funftions the biftiops who had affifted at the celebration of A. D. 
the nuptials ; which were no fooner confummated than Fre- 1 186. 
deric, underftanding that the inhabitants of Cremona had 
raifed an army to hinder Crema from being rebuilt, allembled 
a body of forces, marched to Cremona, having dif- 
man tied the town, carried off a great number of prifoners; 
fo that they were obliged to implore his clemency, and they 
were forgiven at the intercelTion of their bifliop. As for 
Milan, the emperor’s refidence in that city was of great ad- 
vantage to the inhabitants ; he extended its jurifdiftion over 
all the cattles fituated between the Adila and the Oglis, and 
ordered that all law-fuits, which might happen in its terri- 
tory, ftiould be judged, without appeal, by the confuls of 
Milan^{Gy ^ ; 

* Frederic, having thus eftabliftied his authority in Lom-^ 
hardy, left the government of that kingdom to his fon Henry ^ 
and returned to his dominions in Germany ; where he feized ail 
the revenues of the bittiopric of Mentz, becaufe Bertrand, 
the biftiop, favoured Folmar, pretender to the archbilhopric 

* Barre, t, v. p. 345. ^ Baron, t. xii. ad an, 1186, 

^ SiGON.de Reg. Ital. l.xv* ad an. 1185. 

(G)In the courfe of thisyear the moil part was left to the 
{1186) Bertrand, bilhop of iflue of Tingle combat, Thefc 
Metz, introduced into Germany combats were fought in the bi- 
the cuftom of keeping archives, lliop’s court yard, or before the 
in which were regillred the adls town houfe, in the prefence ot 
and deeds upon which private the bilhop^s officers, who ad- 
i^rttmes depend. Before this judged the vie'tory, and punifh- 
period^ all caufes relating to ed the vamiuilhcd cither with 
property were judged by living mulct orpnucilation (17). 
witnciTcs, and th^ decifion of 

(17) Uiur, f, 43f* * 
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of Triers^ againft Rodulphts, who was colmtenanced by the? 
emperor* 

This tranfaftion Was followed by a difference with Came 
king of Denmark^ who reftifed to do homage for Wandalia^ 
which had been conejuered by his father WaldMar. Frederic; * 
Frederic incenfed at this refulal, inftigated^w^^tiwj; On whom he had 
foments a beftowed the inveftiture of Pomerania, to make war upon 
nuar he- Danijb majefty ; but Bugejlaus, knowing himfelf ifnable 
wrerv antagonift, contented himfelf with 

d^eof hoftilities again Jarimar, fovereign of the ifle of 

Pom^a- and uncle to Camtt ; who having recourfe to the 

nia, and affiftance of the Danes, he was fupplied with a fleet of (hips, 
Caaot» and obtained a complete naval viftory over the Pomeranians, 
king of Abfalom, archbiftiop of Lunden, and minifter of Canut, who 
Den- commanded *the viftorious fleet, failed to the mouth of the 
mark; river Pena, made an attempt upon Dentmin, and ravaged 
the country. Next year his Danijh majefty embarked in per^ 
fon, entered the river Zwina, then plundered part of 
merania and Wandalia, and at laft, furpriling Bugejlaus in 
his own dominions, compelled that prince to fue for peace, 
which he could obtain on no other condition than that of 
doing homage to Canut, and holding Pmcran\a as a fief of 
Denmark 

The emperor, whofe fituation would not allow him to 
reinforce Bugejlaus with troops, was not a little mortified 
at the ifflie of this war, by which the fovereignty of Pome^- 
rania was loft to the empire ; and he refoved to retrieve> by 
ftratagem, that which he could not regain by force of arms. 
mohom the ,embafly to Denmark, inviting 

emperor Clanut to be prefent at the nuptials of his iiiktr Chrijlina, who 
endeu’ was betrothed to the emperor’s fon Frederic, and had refided 
*uours in for fome years in Germany for her education. Had Canut 
wain to vifited the imperial court upon, this occafion, Frederic would 

entrap, havc Compelled him to relinquilh the fovereignty of Pomera- 
A- nia, and do homage not only for Wandalia, but alfofor the 

*^87. kingdom of Denmark. But the Dane, remembring the em- 

peror’s behaviour to his father Waldemar, refufed to quit his 
own kingdom, or even to pay the remainder of his fifter’s 
dowry, until the ceremony ftiould be performed : a refufal 
which exafperated Frederic to fuch a degree, that he fent 
back the princefs with the moft mortifying marks of Ycofii 
and contempt », and Canut, in revenge for this infult, made 
incur fions into the northern parts of Germany. 

* Huitpsl. Hift. Dan. t. i. ad an. 1187. ^ Id. ibid. 
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Eme&ic, having quarrelled with hi$ brother Bela, king 
of Hungary, fled for refuge to count Sebiejlaus, duke f^tcderic 
of Bohemia, who, inflead of granting him proteflion, or re- 
faring the ai&ir to the cognisance of the emperor, fent him 
back to his brother under a flrong efcorte : a ftep which 

j rave fuch umbrage to Frederic^ hated Bela^ that 
ummoned Sobiejlaus to the diet, to give au account of his fn^gk 
conduft in this affair. The duke, declining to appear be* 
fore this tribunal, was condonned as contumacious, and it^tbaiduke» 
prived of his dominions, the inveftiture of which was given dom to 
to Frederic j fon of Uladijlaus^ whom he had fucceedcd in^^rcdcric; 
the dukedom. 

The new duke, being furniftied with feme troops by the 
archbifhop of Saltzburg^ marched into Bohemia before 
biejlaus could put himfelf into a pofture of defence ; and, 
while that prince retired into Lu/atia, he made his entrance 
into Prague, and was received with loud acclamations by the 
people, who were difgufted at the adminiftration of his 
rival. In a little time after his acceffion, he was fummoned 
to attend the emperor at a diet in Batijbon, and afterwards 
in a circuit round the towns of Suabia; mA Sobiejlaus, taking 
the advantage of his abfence, aflembled an army, by dint of 
the friends he flill had in Bohemia, and, marching i;o the 
foreft of Hercinia, fecured the paffes in order to prevent 
Frederic's return. Notwithftanding this precaution, his ri- 
val entered the country by the way of Ratijhon, with a con- 
fiderable body of German troops, and, a battle enfuing. So- 
biefUus obtained the vi^lory. Frederic however, having ral- 
lied his forces, and being joiped by Conrad, marquis dt 
Znain, in Moravia, retrieved his honour, and, in a pitched 
battle, vanquilhed Sobiejlaus in his turn. 

Having thus effectually quelled his rival, who never ap- 
peared in the fequel, he poffefled his dominions in quiet, 
until he gave umbrage to the Bohemians by railing ftrangers 
to the magiftracy of Prague, and other unpopular meafures, 
which created a fpirit of difcontent and difaffeCHon ; in con- 
fcquence of which the nobility depofed him, while he affifted 
at the diet in J^atijhon, and made a proffer of the crown to 
his old friend Conrad, marquis dt Znain, who was accord- 
ingly chofen fovereign of Bohemia, 

•Brrr this dignity he did not long enjoy ; for the emperor, nubm he 
being apprifedof thefe proceedings, intereAed the princes in fuf forts 
the affair, and the Bohemians were put to# the ban the em- agmnjl all 

pire. The execution of this fentence, however, was fuf- fpofiion. 
pended ; becaufe Conrad, forefeeing the tempeA that was 
brewing sgainA him, rdinquUhed his acquifition, and the 

Bohemians 





gnce 

tween the 
emperor 
md the 
fofe* 


Philip, 

m chhijhop 

ifiZo- 

logne, 

€ rentes 
dijiurb^ 
nndes in 
the empire. 


jBoherhianp feat Jlep^titSt to ^opttcate fjie wrath of the ciUr 
peror# who <;;ommanded them m take t|^e oath of all^iai^ 
anew tp J^r^tt^riCf as their l,awFul fpve*^igh> and he was %c>- 
cordingly remftated in bis dommiptis 

Mb AH while every thing tended to a rupture between the 
epkperor tind the pope. The laft being difgufted at the mar* 
riage gt Henry ^ king of the RomUnsy w^th Conjtancc of oicUy^ 
2 $ as at Frederic's feizing the dominions of the countefs 
MaiWde^ endeavoured^ not only to detach the towns of 
Lo^Ar^y the emperor’s intereft, but alfo to foment a 
di^erence between him and the German prelates, who had 
fome caufe of diflktisfa&ion, in his taking the fpoils of de- 
futidi: biftiops, and exercifing fome other afts of feveiity 
againft the members of the church. The emperoi* petcclv- 
ing his drift, and dreading the cpnfequenLe of a quarrel with 
the clergy, aflembled a diet at Celnhaufeny where he found 
means tp remove the difeontents of the ecclefiaftical princes, 
and engage them in his intereft againjft the pope, to whom 
they wrote a very fharp remonArance, containing a detail of 
the yi offices his holinefs had done the emperor a'nd empire, 
In proteffing the Cremonefey his declared enemiesi in ftirring 
up the other towns of Lombardy againA his authority, in 
protrafting the fchifm in the church of Triersy and in levy- 
ing heavy exaftions from the churches of Germany. They, 
therefore, intreated him to alter his conduft, redrefs thefe 
grievances, apd be heartily reconciled to the emperor, whofe 
defigns he had hitherto fought to traverfe and oppofe. 

Urban, far from complying with this advice, was foin- 
penfcd at their having abandoned his caufe, that he refolved 
to excommunicate the emperor ; but he died before the fen* 
tence could be fulminated, and was fucceeded hy Albert y car- 
dinal and chancellor of the Roman church, who took the 
name of Gregory VIII . axid lived but two months after his 
elevation P. This pontif left his quality of apoAotical l^ate 
to Phibpy archblfhpp of Cohgney who exerted all his endea- 
vours to detach ,the German churches from the emperor’s 
partly, and fortified the city of Cologncy to defend himfelf 
Ag^pA, the cffe6ls pf h}s indignation : but his ambidon was 
humbled by Frederic, who, in an afiembly at Worms y repre- 
fentod the evU cJonfeqliences of his conduft in fuch 
.that a decra^ was made, piohibidng the importation of 
prpvifion and nec^ffiuies into Cologne ; Fohnar and his ad* 
bereixts, who had taken lefuge with the; archbhhop, were 
put to the ban of tjie empire, and Philip given to ttUder* 


f ?\Qi ad an, 1187. 


Aandi 


• Barre, t V. p, 378. 
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flaod, that troops Would be fentiato his territory, in cafe 

he fliouid continue co proteft the refugees. 

This diftiirbatice Was fucceeded by a war with Humbert^ 

Count of Savoy, who had always efpoufcd the caufe of the 
pope againft the emperor, aud for that reafon intailed upon 
himfelf the refentment of BarbaroJJa. The fees of Turin and 
Geneve^ were detached from the county by Ftedertc^ who 
Crefted thCm into fiefs of the empire, fo that the biftiops 
would no longer hold of Humbert, until they were reduced 
by force of arms : and this compulfion, enforced againft the , 
imperial decree, excited the indignation of Frederic, who, 
in his laft paflage to Italy, took, pillaged, and burnt, the 
caftle of Sufa, together with all the archives it contained. Hui^ert 
Henry king of the Romans, being joined by the Milanefe, cQunt of * 
who hated the houfe of Savoy, entered Piedmont, took the Savoy, 
caftle of Veillani, and reduced great part of the country ; 
but the progrefs of the war was checked by the death of 
Humbert, whofe fon Thomas L was left a minor, under the 
tutorage of Boniface, marquis of Montferrat, who obtained 
of Henry ^ king of the Remans, the revocation of the imperial 
decree, by which the bifhopric of Turin was erefted into a 
fief of the empire In confequence of this revocation, the 
biftiop ceded the jurifdiftion and rights of fignory in that 
city to the count of Savoy, on condition that this laft fhould 
do homage to the emperor *, which homage was afterwards 
renewed at Bajil to the emperor Philip, who beftowed upon 
Thomas the inveftiture of all the countries, lands, and figno- 
ries, which he had inherited hoiA his anceftors (H). 

Fre* 

^ SiooN. de Reg. Ital. 1. xv. 


(H) The quarrels between 
the biihops and counts of Gene- 
*oa and San^oy were not fo eafily 
terminated : on the contrary, 
they became every day more 
and more embroil^, as is ge- 
nerally the cafe with all thofe 
dtfputes which tarn upem rights 
acquired by intrigue, infinua- 
tionj^ force of arms. The 
bifhops and counts enjoyed, by 
tnma, the favour of the popes 
and emperors, who ifiued con- 
tradictory bulls and decrees oc- 


caiionally in behalf of their 
vourices (i). 

The biihops and counts of 
Geneva, like the other noble- 
men of Burgundy, took ad van- 
tage of the wars between the 
emperors and holy fee, to 
render themfelves independent. 
The counts made the govern- 
ment hereditary in their fami^ 
lies, and adted as foverciga 
princes: the^ citizens, by way 
of balancing this power, intruft# 
ed the biihops, by commiiliony 


With 


(i) Hfft, Gtrttal ie Savoy, t» i. p, 44®* 
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Frederic was cpployed in making regulations for the 
cftablifhment of .peace and good order in Germany^ whqi 
the news arrived of Jeriifalem^ being taken by fohan Sala,^ 
din : a circumftance which filled all Eunpe with grief and 
confternation ; fo much was the fpirit of the times influenced 
by that religions knight-errantry, which fought to wreft the 
Holy Land out of the hands of the infidels. 

Clement III. whofucceeded Gregory VIII. in thetpapal 
chair, no fooner received thefe melancholy tidings, than he 
ordered a crufadc to be preached up through all the difler- 
ent countries of Cliriftendom. The emperor aflembling a diet 
1188. in order to deliberate with the ftates of theem- 

^ unhappy event, took the crofs, and his example 

tlec^af followed by his fon Frederic, duke of Stiabia, with fixty- 

eight of the fir ft noblemen ecclcfiaftics as well as 

laymen. In confequence of this engagement, the pope was 
reconciled with the emperor. The time was fixed for the 
departure of the auifards ; the rendezvous appointed at Ra- 
tijhon ; and, in order to prevent the inconvenience of too 
great a multitude, Frederic decreed, that no perfon fhould 
inlift himfelf, who could not afford to expend three marks 
of filver. Notwithftanding this prohibition, fuch was the 
zeal of the Germans, that the adventurers aflembled to the 
number of one hundred and fifty thoufand fighting men, 
well accoutred, and provided with neceflaries for the expe- 


dition. 


The emperor, in order to ralfe money for this occafion, 
alienated feveral fiefs belonging to his own family, and im- 
pofed a general tax upon the lands, effefts, and moveables, 
of thofe who did not take the crofs ; but this exaftion. 


with the adminillration of juf- is now called the Genevois, and 
tice, the police, and defence of hence are indifferently denomi- 
their privileges ; but they were nated counts of Geneva, or of 
foon obliged to oppofe theen- the Genevois. It was at length 
terprizes of thefe defenders, agreed, that the bifhops fhould 
'Tne bifhops, as they grew pow- pofTefs the jurifdidlion and lig- 
erful, eredled themfelves into riories of the to^n, with the 
temporal lords of the city, by power of coining money; that 
virtue of commiiSions obtained the count Ihould not build any 
of the emperors, and left no- fortrefs without tbe^'b^op'a 
thing to the counts but theju- confenc; that he Ihould do 
rifdidioR of the co^untry that de- homage to the bifhop, and ap- 
pended upon the town ; fo that point a heu tenant at Genenja to 
they were reftridted to the fo- judge civil caufes (a)* 
vereignty of the territory which 

(2j .Sptfn, 57, 
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known by the name of the Saladine Tythe^ not anfwering hi^ 
purpofe, he obtained permiffion of the pope to difpenfe, for a 
certain fum, with the attendance of thole who had enlifted 
themfelyes in a hurry, and afterwards repented 'of the en- 
'gagement. Mean while he difpatched Henry count de Diet 
tofummon Saladin to reftore the Holy Land, and the wood 
of the t>ue crofs, which he had taken from the Chriftians of 
the eaft ; or to declare war againft him, Ihould he refufe to 
xipmply with thefe demands. At the fame time he fent am- 
baffiiors to the foitan of Iconinm and the emperor of Con* 
Jlantinople, requiring a free pa/fage through their dominions; 

Dreading the commotions that might be raifed in his ab- 
fence by Henry the Lion and his adherents, he revoked the 
profeription of that nobleman, eftedled a reconciliation be- 
tween him and his enemy duke Bernardy ,and folemnly pro- 
jnifed that he Ihould be reftored to the polTeffion of all his 
dominions, provided he would return to England, and refids 
in that kingdom until the crnfide fhould be finifhed. Henry^ 
alfentcd to the propofal, and retired to the court of his fa- 
ther-in-law, after having bound himfelf by oath to dcfifl froni 
all attempts to interrupt the peace of Germany y during the 
emperor’s abfence ^ 

Then he made a progrefs through the principal cities Settles tke 
Germany y accompanied by his fon Henry y to whom he in- fuecejjiott 
tended to leave the government of his dominions ; and, that °f 
he might negle^l no ftep tending to the prefervation and ^^ditary 
peace of the empire, he regulated his fucceilion in fuch a dominions 
manner, as that none of his chilTdren Ihould have caufe to 
complain, or a pretext to difturb the peace of his country. 

He in perfon marched at the head of thirty thoufand men, 
by the way of Viennay to Prejhurgy where he ^as johifed Palcf- 

the reft of his army. Thence he proceeded, through Hun- 
garyy into the dominions of the emperor, who, ^^ot- 
yvxthftanding his profellions of fricndlliip, had been detached 
from, the interefts of Frederic by Saladin's promifes and inli- 
nuations, and took all opportunities of harraffing the crufard$ 
in their march. The emperor, incenfed at his perfidious 
dealing, laid the country under contribution, took and plun- 
dered Philippopolisy defeated a body of Greek troops who at- 
tacked him in his march, and compelled Ifaacv^ Angelas y 
peror of Conjlantinopley to fue for peace. • He wintered at 
Adridnoplcy cToffed the Hellefpoht in the fpring, refrelhed his 
troops for a few days at Laodiccdy dcfeatQd the Turks in fe- 
veral battles, took and pillaged the city of Iconium, and crolled 

^ Bar.rj£, tom. V. p. ^592; 
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Mount Tatirui ; fo that all Minor was filled with the 
terror of his name, and the Chriftians of that country were 
elevated, with the moft flattering hope of relief and advan- 
tage from his afliflance : but they were difappointed in their 
Is dronjuff expeftation. This great prince, who was an expert fwimmef, 
id. in order to refrefh himfelf from the fultry heat of fummer^ 
-A* plunged into the river Cythus, where, unable to cope with 
1190. the current, he was unfortunately drowned; but "his body 
was retrieved, and buried in the city of Tyre 

He was fucceeded in command by his fon Frederic duke 
of Suabidy who, having performed the laft offices to his father 
at Tyrcy proceeded on his march, and joined the army of the 
eafterii Chriftians, at that time engaged in the fiege of Ptole- 
mais : but, before that city was taken, he died of an infeftious 
diftemper, which proved fatal to thegreatefl: part of his army, 
the wreck of which returned to Germany the landgrave 
of Thuringidy the duke of Guelderlandy and the count of Hoi- 
Jiciiiy except a few that remained with J^opold duke of Au- 
Jlria. 

Thus perilhed Frederic I. in the lixty-ninth year of his 
age, and thirty-eight of his reign, a prince of an enterprifing 
fpirit and great capacity, who had the peace of his country 
always at heart, and who fupported the dignity of the empire 
with equal courage and reputation (I). 


* OxHoa Sandlo Blafio. Godef. Monach. Tagen. Defcrlpt. 
Expedit. Aflat. 


(I) He had no children by 
his firft wife Alixy daughter of 
the marquis of Urjbourgy from 
whom he had obtained a di- 
vorce ; but he had flve Tons and 
two daughters by the emprefs 
Beatricey daughter of Renaud 
count of Burgundy, Henry the 
eldefl: was already ele^ed king 
of the Remans, and appointed 
his fucceflbr in the empire : he 
bellowed upon Frederic the fe- 
cond fon the duchy of Suabia, 
together with that part of Ba- 
varia which had inherited 


of his brother Welf, together 
with the county of PfuUendorf: 
to his third fon Conrad he gave 
the duchy of Rottemberg$ and to 
Ofbo that of Burgundy which 
was the patrimony of the em- 
prefs ; and, laflly, on Philip the 
youngefl fon he fettled all the 
eilates and countries which he 
had recovered and difengaged 
from the hands of the ecclefl- 
aflics. One of his daughters 
was married to Conrad marquis 
of Mifnia, and the othei^»M/i# 
tbew flrft duke of Lerrain (i )• 


(i) lUHf. Uifi, f. 13. 
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CHAP. V. 

. Deducing the Hiftory of Germany to the Election of 
Rodolphus, Founder of the Auftrian Creatnefs. 

H E N RT VL 

TJENRY VI. fiirnamed the Severe, received almoft at Henry VI, 
at the fame time the news of his father’s death, and of /ucceeds as 
that of his uncle-in-law William king of Sicily, After his 
father’s departure for Palejiine, this young prince had found h 
it very difficult to maintain his authority in the empire, ff 
Henry the Lion duke of Saxoyiy, without paying the lean re- 
gard to the oath he had taken, returned to Germany, which 
was now unfurniffied of her beft troops, and entered into an 
afibciation with fome difeontented noblemen, who engaged Sicily, 
to affift him in recovering his dominions. The chief of thefe Henry the 
aflbeiates was Hartvjick archbiffiop of Bremen, who expefted Lion a- 
the afliftance of Henry in his turn, to reduce the Dillimar/es, tliF 
a people who had withdrawn themfelves from the dbmitiion 
of the fee of Bremen, and claimed the protedlion of Waldemar^^f^^ 
biffiop of Slefwic, Accordingly Henry, as a mark of grati- 
tude to Hartwick, entered Holftein with a body of troops, 
furniffied by the archbiffiop and ocher noblemen, took Bar^ 
dowic by alfault, plundered and burnt the town, and carried 
off the principal inhabitants into captivity, Lubec, Ham^ 
burgh, and other places, intimidated by this example, opened 
their gates to theconqueror, and the whole country was filled 
with confternation. The king of the Romans taking the 
field, in order to ftop the progrefs of the Lion, made an un- 
fuccefsful attempt upon Brunjwic, then marching into the 
territory of Bremen, with a view to chaftife Hartwick, the 
author of the war, he ravaged the country, and attacked the defeated 
army of the Lion, who was defeated near Ferden *. In con-^ the king 
fequence of this battle, the archbiffiop fled to England, and of the Ro- 
Henry, humbled by his bad fuccefs, had recourfe to the in- mans ; 
terceffion of the archbiffiops of Mentz and Cologne with the 
king /'f the Romans, who, in an aflembly at Fidde, granted 
him peace, pn condition that Brunfwic (hould#be difmantled,#^^^^* 
th^ citadel of Lawenberg razed to the ground, and Lubec 
equally divided betv^een Henry and Adolphus count of Hoi- 
ftevtp j th^t the Lion ffiould give his fon Lotharius as an hoft- 
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age, and that Henry hiS heir, attend^ % fifty knights^ 
fhould accompany the king of the Romans in his march to 
Italy, 

Ar TER this reconciliation with duke of Saxony^ 
who pledged his own fon as hoflage of his faith, the ena- 
peror levied an army, and marched into Italy, wich his wife 
Conflance, in order to be crowned by the pope, and after? 
wards to go and recover the fuccefGon of William, w^io had 
died without legitimate ifiue. 

But Tarcred count of Lecdo, and natural brother of 
the emprefs, had been declared king of Sicily by the great 
chancellor, at the head of a party, who dreaded the proTpeft 
of being under the dominion of the emperor. Henry, fore- 
feeing the diificnities that would attend his endeavours to 
recover the fucccfTion, refolvcd to conciliate the affeftion 
of the Lombard towns, which would be a bulwark againft 
the power and intereft of his rival. With this view he con- 
firmed to the inhabitants of Cremona, Bergamo, and Bologna^ 
the privilege of coining money, with certain rcftri<5l:ions. He 
fettled in perpetuity to the churches of Reggio and Padua the 
fiefs pf which they were poflefTed ; then croiling the 
‘^ineSi he engaged in a treaty with xhtPifans againft Tanpted, 
and confirmed and augmented all the privileges of Genoa by 
an authentic deed, in confideration of which, the Cetloefe 
promifed to equip a fleet for his fervice, to be ufed in thete- 
duftion of Sicily v. 

Soon after his arrival in Italy, pope Clement died, and 
was fucceeded by Cclcjiin III. in the eighty *fjxth year of his 
emprefs are agQ, who being confeprated a?, Eqfler,'ne,xx day crowned the 
erooKined emperor and his wife. A very remarkable circnmftance hap? 
Rome, pened in the ceremony ; for the pope had no fooner placed 
^ ^ the crown upon Henry's head, than he kicked it off again, 
as a teflimony of the power inherent in popes, to give and 
takeaway the imperial dignity according to the emergency of 
affairs 

Henry, after the coronation of himferf and his emprefs^ 
put the pope in pojfefiion of the town of Tiifcidwn, accord- 
ing to a promife lie had made before he received the imperial 
crown, and this place being delivered to the Romans, iti 
' confequcnce of a treaty fubfifting between them and Clement 
III. they razed it to the foundation, and expelled the inHSbit- 
ants; but, fometime after its deftruftion, the towiiofFnj/^ 
cati was raifed fron. its ruins. The emperor, havihgj thu| 
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performed his promife, purfued his enterprize againft the 
baftard Tancred^ notwkhftanding the remonltrahces and pro- 
hibition of the pope, who, though he confidered Tancred as 
an ufurper, and wanted to fee him deprived of the crown of 
Sicily^ which he claimed as a fief of the holy fee, was, never- 
thelefs, much more averfe to the emperor’s poflefling that 
kingdom, becaufe fuch an acceffion would have rendered him 
too po>verful in Italy for the interefts of the church Henry ^ 

however, without paying the leafl: regard to his threats and 
reprefentations, took almoft all the towns of Campania^ Apu- 
lidy and Calabria^ invefted the city of Naples, and fent for the 
Cenoefe&tGXXQ come and form the blockade by fea ; but be** 
fore their arrival, he was obliged to raife the fiege, in confe- 
quence of a dreadful mortality among his troops, which, 
amo)% others, fwept oiF Philip archbifliop of Cokgn, Otho 
duke of Bohemia, and the greatefl: part of the nobility who 
ferved in this expedition : as for Henry fon of the Lion, he 
had, before this period, efcaped by ftealth in a (hip from 
OJiia* The emperor himfelf was feized with the diftem- 
per, of which he recovered with difficulty. In the mean 
time, the towns which had fubmitted to his power, feeing 
his army greatly diminiffied, and himfelf incapable of aftion, 
took this opportunity to fhake off his dominion, and make 
their peace with Tancred, whofe refentment they dreaded. 

In particular the inhabitants of Salerno, where the emprefs 
refided, delivered that princefs to Tancred, who afterwards 
reftored her to the emperor, inconfequence of the pope’s in- 
terpofition. 

Henry, being no longer in ,a condition to maintain the A.D, 
war againft Ids rival, repaired to Genoa, where he entered into up?, 
new engagements with the inhabitants, concerning the equip- 
ment of another fleet for the cunqueft of Naples ; then he 
vfited Placentia, Cremona, and Brefcia, on which he beftow- 
ed particular marks of favour X. Having fecured the fidelity 
of the Lombard towns, he paffed the Alps, knighted Lewis 
IV. of Bavaria at Worms, declared his brother Conrad duke 
of Suabia, gave Tufeany to his fecond brother Philip, with 
the territories of Spoleto, and the Ecrainer, which he wrefted 
from the houfe of Guelph, and built an houfe at Coblentz for 
the knights of the Teutonic order * (K), Now 

y SiGON.l.xv. ^ Adlzreitt. ann, Boic. Gent, p, 

1, 1. xiii. ad. ann. 1 192. • 

• 

(K) About this time was knighthood, the occaiion of 
^{labliihed Xfi^Teutonic order of which we ihall explain for the 

L 4 reader’s 
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Now that his wealth and dominions were fo confidcrably 
augmented, and his authority eftabliihed beyond the reach 

of 


reader’s fatisfaflion. Frederic 
Sarbarojfa^ in his expedition to 
the Hoh Land, had been ac- 
companied by a gicat number 
of Gennan gentlemen volun- 
teers, who wanted to fignalize 
themfelvesin the caufe of their 
religion. Thefc, upon the 
deatli of Frederic^ elected his 
fecond fon Frederic duke of 
Suabiay and Henry duke of Bra^ 
bant, captain generals of their 
nation ; and under thefe chiefs 
perforined fuch gallant exploits 
nc the taking of Jcra, Jerufa- 
Icm, and' other cities, that Henry 
king of JeruJalem, in confide- 
ration of their great fexvkes, 
credied them into an order of 
^nighthood, under the title of 
B'i. (Jeorge, becaufe all of them 
fought on horfeback : however 
"they ' arterwardi> affumed the 
nAme, and put themfclves under 
the protedlipn, of the Holy ^ ir- 
gin, who was already patronefs 
of an ■ hofpiial eredled upon 
Mount Zion, for the benefit of 
German pilgrims. Their fia- 
tutes were formed on the plan 
ofthofe belonging to tke knights 
fTemplarsy and the knights of 
St, John, fo as to be adapted 
for an order that was defigned 
to be partly military, partly cha- 
jritable, that, after having em- 
ployed one part of their livps in 
defence of the Holy Land, they 
might devote the remainder to 
the exercife of hofpitalicy, in 
favour of the poor^ pilgrims of 
nation*. Thole ftatutds, 
among other articles,' ordained. 
That the knights fhould be de- 
ft end cd^of noble familks ; that 
^ey fliould be called brother 


knights of the BlelTed Virgin ; 
that they fhould take an oath to 
defend the Chriftian church in 
general, and the Holy Bcf^d^ia 
particular ; that they Ihould 
protcdl the clergy, the widow, 
the orphan, and the poor, in 
dillrefs ; that they fliould ferve 
and aflift all thofe who were 
qualified for being admitted in- 
to their hofpital, and, in g^sne- 
ral conform themfclves to all 
the rules of the order. The em- 
peror Henry not only granted 
his protediion to this order, but 
alfo employed his good offices 
with the pope to confirm the in- 
ftitution ; accordingly Celejiit^ 
perufed and improved the fta- 
tutes. He ordained that their 
habit fliould be white with a 
black crofs fewed upon it ; that 
they fliould bear the fame crofs 
upon a white banner, and wear 
it on their atchievmcnts and 
armour ; and live according to 
the rule of St, Jiugujline* He 
likewife confirmed to them the? 
gift of th at German hofpital up- 
on Mount 7/ton, from whence? 
they derived their title and 
foundation, and granted to 
them the fame privileges which 
were enjoyed by the knights of 
St. John, In confequence of 
the bull which he publiffied oii 
this fubjedl the king of Jerufa^ 
lem, and Frederic duke of Sua^ 
bia, being empowered by his 
imperial majefty, created^e 
firll knights of this order to 
the number of forty, of whom 
Henry ' dt Waif of was chofeii 
rand m after. The emperor 

eftowed upon them the right 
of poii'eljing in perpetuity all 

the 
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of all oppofition and controul, lie refolved to render the cm- 
pire hereditary in his houfc, and fecure the crown to his fon 
Frederic, With this view he allembled the princes at Celn- 
haufhen in fVeteraviay where he explained his intention, 
which was fulfilled by an irrevocable law, importing, That, 
in order to avoid thofe difturbances which had always at- 
tended the eledliion of emperors, the crown fiiould become 
h^editary, and devolve to heirs male or female. 

At his return to Germany^ he took all the necefiary pre- Tie fettles 
cautions foi* fettling the peace of the empire, fo as that it t/’t* affairs 
lliould not be dillurbcd in his abfence. He applied himfelf ^ftheem^ 
particularly to the adminiftration of juftice, and in perfon 
to hear and determine the complaints of ‘his fubjefts, with 
fuch patience and perfeverance, as attrafted univerfal admi* 
ration. One of his favourites having taken the freedom 
lo tell him that h? fatigued himfelf too much with giving 
audience, which often interfered with his neceflary meals, he 
replied, That a private man was at liberty to eat when he 
would ; but that a prince ought never, to fit down till after he 
had difciiffcd the affairs of the public » (L). 

Notwithstanding this indefatigable care and apparent Henry- 
integrity, he found it a difficult talk to acquit himfelf of the fvfpeSied 
fufpicion of being concerned in the murder of Albert bifhop being 
of Liege, That prelate had been regularly elected by the concerned 
canons, and confirmed by the pope, in oppofition to 
rius, who had received the inveftiture of the bifliopric from * 

the emperor : but he did not long furvive his confecration ; n 
for he was murdered at Rheims^ by two German knights, who 
had infinuated themfelves into his confidence, and who were 
faid to have been employed on this occafion by his competi- 
tor, with the confent and privacy of the emperor. Thearch- 

^ Heiss. liv, ii.e. 14. 

tl^e lands and provinces they nia, which they loft again, after 
fhould conquer from the Infi- Albert of Brandenburg their 
dels; 2 iVid I* hi lip kix\go{' France grand mailer had changed his 
wgs tjieir great benetador, and religion (3). 
allowed them to bear a Bower de (L) He had a natural fqnd 
luce at the four extremities of of eloquence ; his perfon was 
the cr.ofs (2). Thefe knights, elegant, his port majeftic, his 
after having been expelled from converfation gay and lively, and 
the noly Lahd^ fubdued PruJJta^ his manner obliging {4)* 

Familia, and a part of Pomira^ 

(t) U Jf% plifix Uvx I4» (3) Hot, upon Ueffx uhi fup» (4) Beilfx 

lifdx ' 
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biftiop of Mentz^ together with the noblemen of the Rhim 
and the Meufe^ exafperaced at this barbarous aflaffination, enr 
tered tl^e territories of the count of Horjlade^ brother of 
thariusp and deftroyed the country with fire and fword. 
The emperor, in order toappeafe their indignation, and jufiify 
himfelf at the fame time, called an allembly at Cobkntz, 
where he declared himfelf innocent of the crime, foothed the 
inalecontcnts with fair promifes, took meafures for punifhing 
the afiafiins who efcaped into franccy ratified the pope’s dc- 
cifion agalnft Lothariui, whom he divefted of his biftiopric ; 
and thus, the fee of Urge becoming vacant, was filled with 
Albert de Click, to the fitisfa^lion of all parties 
War be- SCARCE was this affair terminated, when a war broke ont 
t^een between Molphns duke of Holfteln and Henry the Lion^ who 
Henry the and refufed to reJftore Holjicin to the right owner, ac- 
Vionand wording to the treaty concluded at Fulde. He alleged that 
^ the agreement was the effefl: of compulfion, therefore not 
Hoi- obligatory. Adolphus, having no leiiion to expect: any 
fuccours from the empeiw at this conjunfture, when his 
whole endeavouis were employed in railing an army for the 
conquefiof Sicily, defpairiiig, 1 fay, of obtaining afliftance 
from that quarter, he had recourfe to Bernard duke of 
Saxony^ and Otho marquis of Brandenhurgh, whofe interefl 
it w^as to bridle the power of Henry the Lion ; and being rein- 
forced with a confiderable body of troops by thofe noblemen, 
and his own nephew the count of Dajlaw, he marched into 
Holjiein, where he repulfed the forces of Henry, and foon 
reduced the whole country to his obeiiience : then he made 
himfelf maftcr of Staden and' Liibec, and received from the 
emperor the inveftiture of them and fome other places which 
he conquered from his adverfary. 

nehoafter- TuESE acquifitions excited the jcaloufy of Bernard duke 
nvards aSs Qf Saxony, who pretending that he had the belt right to thofe 
^ainfi dominions which had formerly belonged to the Lion, broke 
Jsernar Adolphus, feized Holdejloi and fome other places in that 

neighbourhood, and even threatened to befiege Lubec, tho* 
it was an imperial town* In return for thefe afts of hoftili- 
ty Adolphus having fprmed a league with Bernard de Ratze-^ 
burg, and Giiecelen count d£ Swerin, invelled Lawenburg^ be- 
longing to Bernard, which being reduced to extremity, the 
inhabitants defpairing of fuccour from their own dtikff,' ap- 
plied to Canilt king of Denmark, offering to put the city un- 
der his protedlion : but, before the Danifh troops arrived^ 
they were compelled by necellity to futrender. Adolphus, 


duke of 
Saxony ; 


BARRE^^tOJUf V. p. 440« 
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nftermvds. In conjunftion with the bifhops of Norway^ the 
nobility of Pomerania, and feveral princes of Lower Saxony, 
cfpoufed the caufe of JValdemar bifhop of Slefwic, who pre- and efpouf^ 
tended to the crown of Denmark, and aftually fupplied him 
with a fleet and army, which enabled him to pafs into that 
country, and afllime the title of king ; blit, by the prudent 
condudt of who kept himfelf on the defen five, 

dfed out the confederates with delays and procrafli nation, ^^rk. * 
the league diflipated, the pretender taken prifoner, and 
Adolphus: purfued from Slefwic into his own Country, where 
he was obliged to fue for peace, which he obtained of Canut 
on very hard conditions 

It w:\sat this period of time that king of Engla7ul,^^^^^^d 

on Ms leturn from Palcfline, where he had acquired great 
reputation againfl: Saladin, was ftiipwTecked on the cuafl: of . 
iht Adriatic, and a/Tumed the habit of a pilgrim, that he^^ 
might fecurely travel through the dominions of Lcofo Id duke^^^^jj^^ 
ok Aujh'in. But that prince, whom be had affronted at the 
fiege of Ptolemois, having difebvered him in fpite of his dif- 
guife, cau'fed the unfortunate monarch to be apprehended, 
loaded w^ith chains, and treated with the utmoft indignity. 

The emperor vvas no fooner hiformed of the capture than he 
demanded the prifoner, whom LeofM delivered, upon pro- 
mife of receiving a good fhare of his 'ranfom. Notwith- 
flanding a lolemn einbaffy from England to demand the li- 
berty of her prince, who was detained without any plaufible 
pretence, in oppofition to the di<5fates of honpur, humanity, 
and the law of nations, he, at ;:he diet of Haguenau, 
ferred fix articles of accufatiou againil: Richard, 

That he had engaged in a league with Tam red, in order ^ 

to maintain that ufurper in the poffellion of the kingdom pf Hague- 
Sicily ; that by quarrelling with the king of France he had nau. 
prevented the conqueft of jerujatem ; that he had invaded 
the kingdom of Cyprus, and employed the arms of the cru- 
fards in pillaging a Chrlflian prince ; that he had infulted 
the duke of Aufiria during the flege of Ptolcmais ; that he 
had been acceffary to the death of the marquis of Montfer^' 
rat, who had been affaffnated in Palejiine% and that he had 
concluded a truce with Saladin, contrary to the intcrefts of 
ChriQendom. ^ 

The king of obferved, that, although he was ac« 

(Countable to no perfon for his a^lions, ancf did not confidcr 
the members of that affembly as his judges, yet as his honour 
was concerned, h« would wave his royal prerogative, and 

< liu ibid. 
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vindicate bis charafter from thefe bafe and cruel afperfions. 
He affirmed that he had not railed Tancred to the throne of 
l^icilyy but treated with him as with a king in aftual poflef- 
fion of the crown ; that the jealoufy. of the French king was 
the foie caufe that obftru^cd the fuccefs of the crulards in 
paleftinCy and that he ought to bear the blame, as he had re- 
tired the firft from the Icene of aftion ; that he had taken 
the kingdom of Cyprus from an ufurper and tyrant, who had 
provoked his refentment ; but furely he could not be juftly 
taxed with having been aftuated by ambition and avarice on 
that occafion, inafmuch as he had voluntarily ceded that 
Jfland in favour of Gui de Luftgnan^ to indemnify him for the 
iofs of Jerufalcm : that the duke of Aujiriay in loading him 
with fliackles, had efFcftually revenged a fuppofed affront, 
for which he might have demanded fatisfa6tion in a more 
honourable manner ; that his conduct and ebaraffer ought 
to have fereened him from the imputation of being acceffary 
to the murder of the marquis of Montferrat^ who had, in 
the very article of death, acquitted him of all fufpicion of that 
kind, by dcfiring his wife to deliver the city of Tyre into his 
hands, a legacy which he furely would not leave to a perfon 
5»vhom he had fufpeffed as the author or accomplice of his 
own murder ; and, laftly, with refpe^f to the intelligence he 
was fuppofed to have maintained with Safadin, he modellly 
reminded them of the (hare he had in the viftory obtained 
pver that Infidel prince. He accufed the duke of Burgundy 
of having abandoned him from a motive of jealoufy, when 
he was pn the eve of befieging Jerufalcm ; and added, that 
the truce he had made could not be the effeft of any fordid 
lelf-intcrefted view, feeing chat of all the booty he had taken 
from the carayan of Baby Ion y he had referved nothing to him- 
felf but the ring upon his finger. 

A.D. Th IS defence ippearcd fo fatisfa< 5 fory to the German 
1 1Q3, princes, who were moreover affe6fed with the misfortune of 
Tm fo great a king, that they unanimoufly intreated the emperor 
ror promt/- to fet him at liberty ; and Henry promifed to comply with 
Richard their requeft: but this favourable difpofition was deftfOyed 
fit liberty y W the intrigues of Philip king of FrancCy who had fom^ted 
hut after- difturbances in Englandy by encouraging John to ufurp bi§ 
nxiards in- brother’s crown,* and now dreaded the releafe of Rkharf^ asi 
jijls upon an effcffdal obflacle to his conqueft of Normandy y which he 
hi i paying invaded during the captivity of its fovereign. He therefore 
an exorhi- the bilhop of Beauvais as embafladqf into Germany^ iu 
^ant ran- order to reprefent to the emperor the great advantages that 
might be derived from the captivity. of Richard ; and the infi- 
nuatioDs of that prelate quadrated fo exaftly with the fug- 
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geftions of. his own avarice, that lie refufed to enlarge his 
prifoner without a mofl: exorbitant ranfom, amounting to an 
hundred and fifty thoufand marks of filver, of which one 
third fiiould be given to Leopold duke of Aiijlria^ He more- 
over infifted upon Richards tranfporting the money at his 
own rifque, upon fetting at liberty the king of Cyprus and his 
daughter, and upon beflowing his Eleanor Bretagne m 
ihamage upon the eldeft fon of the duke of Auftria. Hard ^he king 
as thefe conditions may feem,they were embraced hy Richard, ^Eng? 
who thought he could not pay too dear for that liberty by land fub- 
which alone his crown could be fecured : for by this time to the 
his brother 7(9 /;;z had fet up for himfelf, and embroiled the hardcon^ 
whole kingdom of England. He for that reafon wrote to his 
mother queen defiring fhc would take meafures 

railing the ranfom without delay, while the king of j 

offered a very confiderable fum to the emperor, provided ' 
he would ^xoxx2i^ Richards captivity for another year. Henry 
fuffered himfelf to be fwayed by this fordid confideration, and, 
facrificing his honour .to his intereft, refufed to releafe his pri- 
foner, even when queen arrived "MlVorms, with one hun- 
dred thoufand marks of filver, andhoftages for the reft of the 
ranfom. He renounced the agreement he had made, and re- 
ferred the matter to the diet at Spire ^ where he ftill equivocated 
and fought to delay the deliverance of the king of England to 
the diet, which was fummoned to meet at Mentz the fol- 
lowing year : but the German princes, afliamed of his pro- and is re- 
ceedings, freely explained their fentiments on that fubjeft, h 
and, as their honour was concerned, infifted upon his per- inter • 
forming the articles of the treaty which they had guarantied, ^ 
Henry ^ either perfuaded by their reafons, or apprehenfive of 
their refentment, received the ranfom, and releafed his pri- at 
foner, who fet out immediately for the Lonx) Countries^ the diet at 
which he arrived without having halted by the road ; nor Spire, 
was this expedition unneceflTary ; inafmuch as Henry ^ re- 
penting of what he had done, fent a body of light horfe in 
purfuit of Richardy whom they in vain endeavoured to appre- 
hend 

Leopold duke of Aujlria, whofe proportion of the ran- Leopold 
fomivas ftill unpaid, threatened to wreak his vengeance, upon duke cf 
the hoftages. Richard, knowing the brutality of his dif- Aufina// 
position, remitted the money, which was not raifed 
out great difficulty, as England had beeq impoveriflied by i^ 

the crufadc ; and with this laft payment he fent his niece 
Elinor, according to the agreement which had been made. 

® Rymer’s Aft, Pub. t. 1. p. 72, k feq, Roger de Hoved. 

But, 
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But, before (he arrived at Vienna^ Leopold iiti. of a^foU froai 
his horfe, and in his laft moments ordered the hoftages to 
be releafed, confcious of the iujuftice he had done, in detain- 
ing Richardy in oppofition to all the diftates of equity and 
honour. His fon and fuccelTor Frederic fcrupled at firft to 
obey thefe direftions ; but the lay lords and biftiops of his 
dominions interpofing, and giving him to undcrftand that the 
corpfe of his father fhould not be buried until the will Ihould 
be performed, and the pope threatening ro excoihmunicate 
him fhould he perfift in his obftinacy, he difmifTed the holl- 
ages, and fent back the princefs Eleanor y who had not been 
fo lucky as to captivate his inclinations 

The emperor, who meditated another expedition into 
Italy y and forefaw future quarrels with the pope, refolvCd, tf 
poffible, to fortify himfelf whh the friendftiip of the king of 
Englandy to whom he forthwith difpatched an embaffador to 
aflc pardon for the injuries he had done that monarch, and 
promife reftitution of the fum he had exafted for his ran- 
Ibm, 

hijhop The crown of Bohemia becoming vacant by the death of 
^Prague Conrad de Znaim, who had fucceeded Fredericy a comj)etitxon 
ek^ed arofe between Wlncejlaus and PrimiJlauSy which laft com- 
duke of ^ polled his rival to fly for proteftion to the emperor, who 
Bohemia, efpoufed his caufe, and put Primi/laus to the ban of the em- 
pire ; but, the other dying before he could be eftabliflied in 
his dominions, the ftates of Bohemia elefted Henry bifhop of 
Prague, who was confirmed by the emperor in the pofleffion 
of the ducal crown 

Henrvthe Though the troubles of Bohemia wqxq thus appeafed, 
Lion^W’ ftill continued in agitation. Henry the Lion exerted 

dea<vours endeavours to recover the pofleffion of his dominions 

to excite on the other fide of the Elbe, He formed fchemes, propofed 
freft? trou- alliances, and tried to intereft Canut king of Denjnark in his 
tics, caufe ; but, failing in all his projefts, he fought to regain 
the good graces of the emperor ; and for thispurpofe effefted 
a matcK between his fon the duke of Brunfivic and Jgnes 
daughter of Conrad count PalatinCy the emperor^s uncle, a 
marriage which, inftead of appealing, gave fuch offence to 
Henry, that he would have fummoned Conrad to the firft 
diet to give an account of his conduft, had not fome noble^ 
men interpofed ih his behalf, and promifed in his name, that; 
the count fhould appear at the imperial court, /There W 
acquitted himfelf in fuch a manner, that the emperor ap* 

^ Barre, t. v.p. 461, ® Heiss. Polon. I, vi. ad. aim. 
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proved of the ftep he had taken, and Reived into his fevour 
the duke of Arunfwic^ with whofe condudl he had hitherto 
no great reafon to be fatisfied. The Palatine^ finding him 
fo well difpofed, perfuaded Henry the Lion to follicit his for- 
givenefs ; and the emperor, having promifed to favour him 
with an interview at Solfeden, the old duke fet out for that 
place, but was obliged to halt by the way, in confequence of 
a dangerous fall from his horfe. The emperor was no fooner L recent 
informed of the accident than he went to vifit him without died t& the 
ceremony, embraced him tenderly at meeting, conferred 
with him feveral times in private, and having no longer caufe 
to doubt his fmcerity, gratified his fon with the honours of 
the Palatinate, on condition that he fiiould attend the empe- 
ror in his expedition into Sidly ^ (M). 

Henry having made all the neceflary preparations, re- ^he empe- 
turned to Italy ; but firft detached a confiderable part of his returns 
army towards Naples, under the command of his lieutenant 
Berthold, in order to make the firft attempt, in which he ob- 
tained fomc advantages. Venafro, in the territory of Labour, 
was taken and pillaged : Rocca and Sexti met with the fame Sicilies 
fate ; and feveral other places fubmitted without oppofition. A.D* 
Tancred, in order to oppofe the progrefs of the imperial ge- 119^* 
neral, pafTed over from Sidly with a’ numerous army ; but, 
being afraid to hazard a battle, he returned to Palermo, in 
confequence of the death of his fon Roger, which made fuch 
an imprelfion upon his fpirits, that, in a few days, he himfelf 
died of grief, and his other {on William, though an infant," was 
declared king of Sidly. , 

This fuccefs, together with the news of Tancred's death, 
induced him to follow in perfon, with a ftrong body of 
troops, after having fenta deputy to inform the Pifans and 
Genoefe of his intention, that they might have their fleets in 
readinefs at his arrival. Matters being thus difpofed, he 
pafled the Alps and repaired toGenoa,vj\\^rz he communicated 
his inftruftions to. the conful Albert dVlivaro, who com- 
manded the conjoined fleets, with which he failed towards the 

^ Barre, t. V. p. 465. 

(M) Henry the Lion did not the duchy of Brunfwic ; Otho, 
long furvive this reconciliation : who remained fome time as an 
for he died at the ag<i of 70, in hoftage with the emperor ; and 
the month of Auguft that fame William, wno lived in the fame 
year, leaving three fSns, name- quality with the duke of Aujlria 
ly, Henry, who fucceeded him in (5). * 

( 5 ) Ann. Padefhorn, ad, mnn, 
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coaft of Naples^ ivhile the emperor m^ched thither by land. 
In his route he joined Mufcmu^ellus^ to^^h'om the coih- 
mand of his firft army had devolved at the death of dbuht 
Beriholdy who was killed at the liege of Monte-Rodona, atfd 
thus reinforced, he foon made himfelf mafter of Naples ^ Apu* 
lia; and Calabria, after having taken by ftorm the city of Pa- 
lermo, where he cruelly revenged upon the citizens the infolt 
offered to the perfon of his emprefs, whom they had detained 
prifoner in his firft expedition. His feverity on this occafion, 
and the cruelty he exercifcd in other towns, which had pre- 
fumed to oppofe him, frighted the reft into fubmiffion ; Na- 
ples fubmitted, and, in a very fhort time, he found himfelf in 
peaceable poftelTion of the Two Sicilies 

Tancred’s widow with her infant fon and two daugh- 
ters, had retired into Sicily ; but the emperor purfued them 
fo clofely, that they were obliged to furrender themfelvds 
upon certain terms of accommodation, which he himfelf pro- 
pofed. Yet they were no fooner in his power, than, with- 
out any regard to his promife, he ftripped them of all their 
effects, ordered the infant to be caftrated, and his eyes to be 
put out, and confined the mother, with her two daughters, 
in a monaftery 

In the mid ft of thefe tranfaftions the emprefs, though near 
the age of fifty, became pregnant ; and, in order to avoid all 
fufpicion of impofture, was delivered in the open field near 
Palermo, in prefence of a multitude of people, when fhe 
buonght forth a prince, who was called Frederic, and in the 
fequel mounted the imperia.* throne. Henry having totally 
fnbdiied the Two Sicilies, and feized the immenfe treafures 
which had been amafled by Tancred and his predeceftbrs, ap- 
pointed regents of his own nation, and fettled the affairs of 
his new kingdom ; then returned to Germany, arid carried 
along with him the principal lords and prelates of the Two 
Sicilies, as pledges of the fidelity of their fellow fubjefts ; 
but this precaution did not avail, for the Sicilians, unable to 
bear his tyranny and impofition, raifed a rebellion, which in- 
cenfed him to fuch a degree, that he ordered all the hoftagea 
to be deprived of their cyefight. 

But, before hefet out for his German dominions, he was 
informed of the death of his brother Conrad, duke of Stiabia 
and Alface, which affedfedhim nearly ; and hebeftowed ih^ 
provincial prefedtUre of Suabia, together with the duchy of 
Tvfcany, and the fiefs of the countefs Muthilda^ which duke 


^ Krantz Sax. I, vii, c. 6. 
c. 40. 


^ Ctho a San£lo Blafio, 
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Guelph had bequeathed to the emperor, apon h,!s fureiviog 
brotner Philip, who married Irene, daughter of the Greek 
emperor. On his return to Germanv^ he fent an embafly to 
Richard ki^ of England, to propofe an alliance againft 
France, in confideration of which he would give him an 
acquittance for the whole ranfom, part of which was llill un- 
paid ; and the king of Engthnd, in confequcnce of this inti- 
mation, refufed to conclude a treaty with the Ftench king, 
although it was at that time pretty far advanced. 

Soon after this iranfaftion the emperor beftowed upon 
Henry duke of Brunfwic the inveftiture of the Palatinate, 
vacant by the death of Conrad, whofe daughter Henry had 
married. 

His next care was to create his fon Frederic king of the Ro^ 
mans, though he was at that time in his cradle ^ ; and 
princes of the empire proceeded to the eleflion rather thro* 
fear than affeaion *^. 

Pope Celejiine, difturbed by the power and difpofition of j * ^ 
Henry, who kept him in eternal difquiet, importuned him in ^ 
the moft pre/fing manner to fuccour the Chriftians in the 
Holy Land with a good number of troops, and put himfelf 
at their head, in imitation of the emperor liis father. 

In confequcnce of thefe follicitations he fent thither zn ^rvay He fends 
under the conduft of the archbifhop of Mentz, and the princes troopt to 
of Auftria, Brabant and Thuringia while he himfelf, with the Holy 
the emprefs, and his fon the king of the Romans, repafled in- Land % 
to Sicily, that he might extinguifh the remains of the rebel- 
lion, and more conveniently provide for the neceffities of the 
holy war. • 

He had in an aflcmbly at Strajhurgh liftened to the ha- 
rangue of the pope’s legate with great attention, and publicly 
protefted that he would employ his whole power, and even 
Cxpofe his own life for the accompliftiment of fuch an holy 
enterprize. With thefe fentiments he convoked a general 
diet zt tForms, "where he folemnly declared his refolution, 
and expatiated upon the fubjeft with fuch energy of elo- 
quence, that almoft all the aflembly complied with his ex- 
hortations in taking the crofs : nay, to fuch a degree of en- 
thufiafm did this fpirit of knight-errantry prevail, that Mar* 
garet queen-dowager of Hungary enlifted herfelf in the cru- 
ladei and aftually ended her days in Palcjline,^. 

^ Ann. Boior. Jo. Avrntin. I. vii. p, 535? ^ Lvkxo 

Arch, Imp. part gen*. Cont. ii. p. 144. * Ann. Boior. 

ibid. m Roger ad. ann. 1196. •, 
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Such a multitude of foldiers from all the provinces. of llic 
empire engaged in this expedition, that the Emperor divided 
them into three large armies, one of which, under the com- 
mand of Conrad ardibiihop of NkntZy took its route through 
Hungary y where it was joined by queen Margaret 5 die fe; 
cond, which was aflerablcd in Lower Saxony ^ embarked in a 
fleet furiiiOied by the inhabitants of Luheck^ Hambvrgh, 
lioljlemy and Friezland : and the emperor conduced tli*^ 
third into ' Italy in order to punifli the Norman noblemen, 
who had rebelled againft his regency. 

Tiir revolt began among the people of Palermo^ who 
called Richard count d'Acerra to their afliftance ; but all his 
endeavours inifcarrying, he left them expofed to the feverities 
of the regents, and letiredto Campania^ where he was ap- 
prehended and imprifoned by count Diapold^ one of the 
emperor's deputies. The bifliop of IFonns had been fent to 
difniantle Naples and Capua, and this demolition incenfed the 
inhabitants to fuch a degree, that they could not conceal 
their refeiitmeut, but began to concert mcafures for fliaking 
off the German yoke, which they found infnppor table. 
chajlifes Things were in this ticklifli fltuation when the emperar ar- 

the n - riving at Naples diverted all the Neapolitans, Calabrians, and 

•uolters of Sicilians^ of the offices they enjoyed, together with the liefs 
Sicily ««^they held of the crown, and diftributed them amoug his own 
JNaples ; adherents. He likeivife extended his feverity to the clergy, 
by difannulling their exemptions from military fcrvice, and, 
in a word, rendered himfclf fo odious to his Italian fubjefts, 
that they formed a confpiracy againrt him, and took up arms 
at Palermo, under the conduct of Roger count de Molijfa, 
who found means to engage almoft all the towns of Sicily in 
the rebellion. 

Henry, alarmed at this general defedlion, was fain to en- 
ter into a negotiation with the malecontents, and propofe a 
conference at Capua, where he promifed to redrefs all their 
grievances, and reinrtate them in the pofleffion of their eftates 
and privileges ; but they had no fooner difmiflcd their 
troops in confequence of this accommodation, than be difre- 
garded all his promifcs and protertations, tranfported part 
of his army into Sicily, apprehended a great number of thofc 
W’ho had appeared in arms againft him, fomc of whom he 
puniflied with death, while the reft were either tranfported 
to Germany or detained in prifon. 

These crueltii^s, while they intimidated great part of the 
Sicilians, infpired a number of enterprizkig men with a kind 
of defperate refentment ; in confequence of which they ford-? 

' fed 
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iied tbcmfelVes in the ifland of Upari^ under the command 
frf count Jardam^ a SidUan nobleman, faid to have been pri- 
vately encouraged by the emprefs Conflance, who could not 
%rithout hcrror and indignation behold her countrymen fo 
unworthily treated, and was moreover piqued at the indif* 
ference of the emperor. 

JoKOANi himfdf afpired at the crown^ and had taken his 
uncafurcs fo well, that he might have defied the whole powa: 
of Henry ^ had he not been betrayed by one of his own people, 
who, in confideration of an extraordinary bribe, introduced 
the German troops into the ifland. Jordaiii was taken, after 
having made a gallant refiftance, and put to death with the 
moft cruel tortures ; ail his adherents were alfo executed ", 
and Henry y having thus extinguiflicd the embers of rebellion, 
permitted his army to embark for Palejiine, under the con- 
du( 5 i: of Conrad bifliop of Wmrtzhvrg. 

The emprefs thinking this was a favourable conjunfture 
for recovering the liberties of Sicily y and profecuting her dc- 
figns againft Henry ^ who was now almoft wholly unfumiftied 
with troops, inftigated Renaldo and LandulphuSy counts of 
Jqmniy to promote a general infurreftion. Landulphus ac- 
cordingly harangued the people of the neighbouring towns, 
aflembled at Soruy who, being inflamed by his difeourfe, re- 
folved at once to fliake off the emperor’s yoke, and unani- 
moufly chofe the count for their general. He forthwith , 

abolilhed all the taxes which had been impofed by the cm pc- theeiH* 

ror, and, his army increafing^every day, he applied the ordi- /r/j Con- 
nary revenue to the fubfiftence of his troops. Mean while ftance i 
the malecontents of Sicily levied a fmall army, and being 
joined by the inhabitants of PalermOy with the emprefs at 
their head, went and befieged the emperor in a ftrong caftle, 
to which he had retired on receiving the news of this fudden 
revolt. During this iicge they fent circular letters to all the 
towns, inviting them to join for the advantage of the common* 

Weal ; and Henry, finding himfelf abandoned by the whole 
kingdom, was obliged to fue for peace, which was granted^ 
irpon conditions not at ail favourable to his intereft. 

Whether the emprefs, doubting his fincerity upon this ahddtes at 
occafion, admiuiftered a dole of poifon to this vmdiftive ^ieflina. 
prince, or he really heated Hmfelf into a fever by violent ex- A. D* 
ererfe in hunting, certain it rs, he died, foon after the treaty, * * 97 * 
at Mejfma, in the feventh year of his reign ® . 

*** Ricaru. et Germ. Chron. ad. ann. J196. ap. Murat. 

Re LIUS de Reg- Napol. & Sicil. Fal! Nuct, Hifl. Alex. 

Comm. 1 . ii. ^ Barrr, 1. v. p. 499. 
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Henry was a prince polTefled of many good qualities : 
was prudent, penetrating, eloquent, aftive, and brave, but at 
the fame time cruel and perfidious. His warlike exploits 
fpread the terror of his name even into the court of Alexk 
emperor of the Greeks^ to whom he had aftualJy fent ambaf- 
fadors to demand tribute, or, in cafe of meeting with a re- 
fufal, to denounce war; for he intended to fubdue that em- 
pire, and extend his own into Afia^ from which all the .troops 
he had fent thither, together with a great number of gentle- 
men, who had taken arms in the fame caufe, returned into 
Europe^ upon the news of his death, leaving the Saracens in 
poffelTion of the Holy Land, 

This emperor had made repeated efforts to perpetuate the 
fucceffion in his own family, and for that purpole aftually ob- 
tained a decree of the princes, partly by giving up his right 
of fucceffion to the effefts of the clergy, in favour of their 
chilpters and churches, and partly by releafing the nobles 
from their feudal dependence. Thefe laft too he is faid to 
have bribed with the ranfom which he extorted from Richard 
I. of England^ whom he detained in captivity, on his return 
from PalcJiinCf in oppofition to hofpitality and good faith. 

PHILIP and OTHO. 


Philip TJHILIP duke of Suabia was on the road to Sicily ^ when 
duke of ^ he was informed of the death of his brother the emperor. 

Suabja In a few days after he was met by a meffenger, who, by the 

iakt's upon dire<ftion of the late emperofv was difpatched to him with his 
the regalia and laft will, in which he had committed to his tui- 
admiTti^ tion his fon Frederic king of the Romans^ together with the 
f admlniftration during the minority of that young prince. At 
jjairs, informed that the inhabitants of Sicily 

and Apulia had mutinied, and maflacred the greateft part of 
the German troops ; buti judging that his prefence would be 
more neceflary in Germany, and that he had no time to lofe, 
he marched thither with his troops, in order to preferve the 


Pope In- 
nocent 

declares 

himfelf 

PhilipV 

tnt7ny. 


empire to his nephew. 

In the mean time pope Innocent, who had fucceeded Ce^ 
lejltn, and was a fworn enemy to the houfe of Suabia, think- 
ing this a favourable opportunity for dii^efting it of the Im- 
perial crov/n, wrote letters to the archbiftiops of Triers and 
Cologn, exhorting them to proceed to the eleftion of a king of 
the Romms, of fome other family ; and omitted nothing 
which he thought could divide the princes of Germany* He 


even abfulved them from the oath of fidelity they had taken 


to 
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to the late cmp»or in* favour of his fon ; and filch was his 
animofity agaihft the uncle, that he was heard to fay, “ Phi- 
** lip (hould either lofe the empire, or he himfelf forfeit the 
** papacy.** In compliance with the pope’s repeated inllances, 
the archbhhops of Trier $ ^ndtCologn, aflifted by the bifhops 
of Paderhorn and Minderiy together with Henry count Pa- 
latine-of the Rhhiey Herman landgrave of Thuringia^ the dukes 
of Brabant and Limbourg, the count of Dachlmirg^ and other 
noblemen, met titCologn, and elefted Berthold duke of Zerin- 
king of the Romans : but he, for certain reafons, refufing 
that dignity, they fubftituted in his room Otho duke oiSax- Otho// 
ony^ who was at that time in Poitou with his uncle the ^vag^eUaedkittg 
of England, and fent the counts of Dachbourg and Lei- of the ' 
ningen, to intimate his eledlion, and requeft him to return to Romans. 
Germany without delay P. 

Otho was no fooncr informed of his eleftion, than he fet 
out with all expedition ; and having afTembled the chiefs of 
his party, together with a good number of troops, which 
were reinforced by thofe of his brother Henry count Palatine, 
made himfelf mailer of Aix la Chapelle, where he was crown- 
ed by the archbilliop of Cologn. On the other hand, the Fredeiic’/ 
archbifhops of Mentz, Magdeburg, Befangon, the billiops of eleSlion is 
Munfier, Ratijhon, Freifengen, Augsburg, Conjiance, Eich/iet, confirmed 
JVonns, Spire, Brixen, and HilJeJheim, the abbots of Fuldc, by another 
Hirfichfieldt , and Kempt on, the king of Bohemia, the dukes 
Saxony, Bavaria, Aujlria, and Moravia, the marquis of 
Rothembourg, and feveral other princes, afTembled at Arnfi- 
berg, where they confirmed the* ele< 5 fion of Frederic, at that 
time but three years of age, and chofe his uncle P/;/ 7 /j^king y\. d/* 
of the Romans, that he might exercife the office of guardian 1198, 
with more authority 

These two eleft^ns divided the empire into two pow- 
erful faftions, and inwlved all Germany in ruin and defola- 
tlon. The pope threw himfelf into the fcale of Gtho, fent a 
legate to Cologne to confirm his eleftion, and excommuni7 
cated Philip and all his adherents. Otho, exclufive of his 
friends in Germany, was ftrongly fapported by his uncle Ri- 
chard king of England, for which realon Philip of France, the 
inveterate enemy of that monarch, declared for Philip, tho* 
not before he had made a fruitlefs attemfJt for himfelf, by 
the means of Marguariti, the blind admiral of Sicily, who 
promifed to difpofe the Italians in his favour, but wa$ afTaf- 
fiuated before he could bring his project to bear. 

P Meib. Apol. pro Otton. IV. tom. iii. p, ii6. Krantz. 

JfViii. c. 15. s Urfperg. Gefl. Philip. 
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Philip, aflemblirig a body of troops, marched into Ji- 
face, deftroyed the harveft, burned Mo[fheim, razed the caAlc 
of Haldcnburgy and pillaged all the lands belonging t6 the bi- 
lliop of Strajbourg and the count of Dachbourg, while Otho ex^* 
tended the limits of his dominions along the Rhine and the 
Mofelle^ until his army being weakened by defertion, he was 
Philip is obliged to retire. . Then Phifip repaired to Merit where he* 
cro^Mnedat^iH2i^ crowned by the archbiftiopof Tarentum, who officiated 
Mentz. for the archbifliop of Mentz, at that time in PaUJiine^ and 
the archbifliop of Triers^ who, by this time had quitted the 
party of Otho^ aiTifted at the ceremonj^ r. 

After his coronation, he burned the towns of Bonn, An- 
deniachf and CoblentZy ravaged the whole country, and enter- 
ing Loiver Saxony, undertook the ficgc of Brunfwic, w^hich, 
however, he was obliged to raife ; for Henry count Palatine 
no fooner underflood that his capital was in danger, than he 
.marched thither wdth a confiderable army, and compelled 
Philip to retreat to Gojlar, where he fpent part of the winter. 
Ra<vn?ss marched into J/face a fecond time, where he made him-. 

Alface" mafter of feveral places, and at laft accommodated mat- 

A. D. ters with the bifliop, who admitted him into Strajhurg^ 
1199. where he received the oath of allegiance from the inhabiN 
Wws o^er ants. About the fame time he brought over to his party 
ihe kifjg of Primijlaus king of Bohemia, who had formerly engaged ia 
Bohemia ; mterefts of Otho with remarkable (N) ardour, and joined 
Herman landgrave of Thuringia, who, though firfl coulin 
to Philip, had taken the field among his enemies. Herman's. 
lands were pillaged, and Pmiijlaus detached from the inte- 
refts of Otho, by a match that was agreed upon between 
Philip'^ daughter, ftill in the cradle, and the infant fon of 
the Bchcmian king. 

Henry count Palatine, to whofc young fon this princefs 
had been promifed in marriage, Indhfed at the projefted 
alliance, now, for the firfl: time, declared for his brother, and 
aflembled a ftrong body of troops, with which Otho made an 
irruption into Francmia, and invefted the city of Wirtzhurg, 
>vhich b^ld for Philip. This prince haftened to the fuccour 

' Ann, Trev. tom ii. p. 96. 

t 

(N) Such was the eagernefs Ottocarus, a fiimame which 
with which PrtmiJIaus engag- defeended to many of his fuc- 
cd in the interefts of Otho, that celTors (6), • 
h? was thcncc denominated 


^6) Uip* Bebem* /« xv. 
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of ihe twn, and a decUive battle muft have enfuedj had not 
iho aoblemca of both armies interpofed, and cllefted an ac- 
commodation between Philip and Henry ^ who abandoned 4«.yHenry 
the caw fe of his brother, in confideratlon of receiving the m-caunt Pa- 
veJftiture of Brutifwic^ which he had in vain follicited 
Othu^, A.D. 

Besides thedefefHon of Henry j he forfeited the 
ftiip of his uncle Joi^n king of England, who, having ahavdLed 
cceded his brother Richard on the throne, not only rcfiifed to^^ 
pay the legacy which that prince bequeathed to Otho, but Eng. 
alfo concluded a treaty with the king, by which he land, 

exprefsly rellrifted himfelf from aflifting his nephew, direftly 
or indircftly ; and this article he religioufly obl'crved* not- 
withftanding the remonftrances of* the pope, who wrote to him 
in favour of Otho *. 

While Germany groaned under all the miferies of a civil m- 
war, the emprefs Cmjiance refided m Sicily, as regent and Con- 
guardian to her infant fon, who had been crowned with the 
confent of pope Celejiin, which was not, however, obtained, 
but by means of a large fum of money ; and that pontif dy- 
ing, there wits a neceffity for fending deputies to follicit the 
inveftiture anew from lijs fucceilbr, Innocent III. who tak- 
ing the advantage of this favourable conjuncture for aggran- 
4 izing, the fee of Rome, infiljed upon her rclinquiftiing fome 
rights which, he pretended, were prejudicial to the church ; 
namely, that of filling up vacant benefices, the legation (O) 
granted to the kings of Sicily, and the right of appeal, to the 
exclufioii of the Roman tribunal before thefe concef- 

Cons could be made, Conjlance died, leaving the regency of 
the kingdom, during the minority of her fon, to pope hmo^ 
cent ; fo that he was enabled to oh according to his own in- 
clination 

Having thus executed his defigns upon Sicily, in favour 12^1, 
of the holy fee, he declared for Otho in three different bulls Pope In- 
iflued on the fubjeft of the fchifm of the empire, wrote to nocent 
the archbUbops ^ Cohgtu and Mentz, as well as to the difi 1 1 1 , de- 
ferent provinces of Germany, explaining the motives that in** clatei for 
duced him to exclude Philip and Frederic from the imperial and 
throne; and, in a letter to Otho, exprefTed himfelf in thefe 
terms. By the authority of almighty God, devolved to 


• tom. v. p. 514, * Ro«;er Hoved. p. 799, 

Zoz, ^ Gcyft. Innocent, n* ai, 22. 1 . i. p. 410, ic feq. 

(O) For an account of this famous legation, fee the Modern 
Hifiory of Italy n 
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and all US in thc pcrfbn of St. Peter ^ wc receive you as king of 
hhadhe* “ the Romans, and ordain that you fiiall henceforth he re- 
rents. << fpedted and obeyed accordingly; and, after the ufual pre* 
liminaries, we will foJeipnly beftow upon you the imperial 
« crown 

Notwithstanding this Intimation, which was com- 
naunicated to all the princes of Germany, and the arrival of 
thc pope’s legates, who, in an afiembly at Cologne, declared 
him king of the Romans, and excommunicated Philip with 
all his adherents ; I fay, notwithflanding thefe endeavours, 
Otho"% party fenlibly diminiflied, while that of his rival daily 
acquired new ftrength and authority. The noblemen ctf 
Philip's party complained of the pope’s conduft in a letter to 
his holinefs, reprefenting, that he had intermeddled in the 
eleftion of a king of the Romans, contrary to the rights of 
thc German princes, and the duty of his own pontificate, 
which originally depended upon the imperial crown ; and 
the king of trance expoftulated with him to thc fame pur » 
pofe, earneflly intreating him to renounce the interefts of 
Giko, who had always been an inveterate foe to the French 
nation. But the houfe of Suabia was fo much dreaded and 
^ p detefted by the popes, whom it had always hampered in 
1202 Innocent, far from paying the leall regard to 

thefe fuggeflions and intreaties, redoubled his efforts to de» 
tach the princes and prelates from the caufe of Philip ; and, 
in his anfwer to the French king’s letter, declared, that 
either Philip Jhould lofe the empire, or he himfelf forfeit the 
papacy y. 

J nenv ^ All thefe di/Tenfions and difturbances in Europe did 
c ’iifidfils QQt prevent thc formation of a new crufade, which the pope 
fet onjeot. ordained to be preached up for the recovery of the Holy 
Lnnd^ Thofe who took the crofs were moftly Germans 
and French, and the firft exploit they performed was the re- 
duftion of Z.ara, in Hungary, which they befieged at the 
inftigation of Dandolo, doge of Venice, from whofe domi* 
nion that town had withdrawn itfelf. While they were em- 
ployed in this fjcge, they received an embaffy from king 
Philip, exhorting them to reftore his father-indaw Ifaacus 
Jngelus, emperor of Conftajitinople, who had been dethroned 
and deprived of his eye* fight by his own brother Jlexis, 
furnamed Comnhius. They undertook this enterprize, in 
confidcration of fome advantages flipulated with young 
Alexis, the fon of the dethroned emperor, who had made, 
his efcape into 'Germany, and was then in their army ; and, 

y De Negot. Imp; ep. Ixiii: 

taking 


* CoII.Dccret. t. ii. cp. i 8 . 
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taking Gmjinntinople- by affault, expelled the nforper,, re* Conftan- 
leafed old blind Ifaac, and, at his delire, fet his fon Alexis tinople 
upon the imperial throne taken. 

During, thcfe tranfanftions In thp eaft, the northern parts 
of Germany and Denmark were re-involved in troubles by the - * 
reftlefs ambition of Adolphus^ count of Holftehiy whoftill per- 
levered in his defign of reducing Dithmarfte to his obedi- 
ence, hotwithflanding the bad fuccefs of his lirft attempt, parts of 
With this view he invaded that province, which he laidGer-*^ 
walle with fire and fword, until Canute^ king of Denmark^ many, 
fent thither a body of forces, under the command of his 
brother Waldcnar, who defeated Adolphus^ and compelled 
him to return to Hamburg. And although his affairs 
afiamed a better afpe6f, in confequence of the affiftance of 
Othoy margrave of Brandenburgs who obtained a viftory. 
over the Danijh general, this fmilc of fortune was not bf 
long duration : the.D^^7^^r reduced the cities of Lubec and 
Hamhurgs made Adolphus prifoner, conquered all the coun- 
try that depended upon the empire on the north fide of the 
Elbss and annexed Holftem to the crown of Denmark a. 

Germany was at that time in no condition to oppofe the 

conqnefts : Philip mA Otho^ the t Wo competitors for 1204, 
the empire, were wholly ingrofled in maintaining the at- The incon^ 
tachment of their friends, who neverthelefs abandoned and Jla”cy of 
efpoufed their interefts by turns, . according to the diftates 6cr- 
of caprice, ambition, or refentment. Johuy archbilhop of 
Triers s changed iidcs twice in the courfe of one year ; 
miflaiiSs or OttocamSs king of Bfihemias forfook the caufe of 
Philips which, on the other hand, was reinforced by the ac- 
celfion of Henry s duke of Low Lorrain and Brabant, whom 
he loaded with favours. 

The whole empire was by this time become a fccne of 
blood, confulion, ’and anarchy. Every nobleman was at 
variance with his neighbour. The nearefl: relations, re- 
nouncing the ties of confanguinity, burned the houfes, pil- 
laged the vaflitls, and deftroyed the families of one another. 

The people were oppreffed by their lords; thefoldiers were 
guilty of the mofl: flagrant outrages ; and as neither of the 
pretenders could pay his troops regularly, both were obliged 
to connive at thefe diforders. 

Philip, refolving to humble the landgrave of Thuringia, Philip ra^ 
.who, tho’ his relation, had exerted himfel? with remarkable 
^our in the caufe«of Otho, marched into his country, which Thurin- 

* Chron. Sanft. Mart. Aji. i»03. 

Panor, t, ii. 
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he nader contribution ; befieged and took the town of 
Wizm/cfif and, defeauing ^ Belgians w)io came to his 
Mance, entei*ed that kingdom, the greateft part of which 
he fubdned ; Bohemia was reduced into a province, and Pri- 
mjlaus forbid to affnme the title of king % tho* pope Jnnocent 
afterwards, at the recommendation of Otho^ granted him tlie 
royal dignity, and took his kingdom under the prote(^an pf 
the holy fee. 

This chain of fuccefs intircly changed the face of agairs, 
fo that by force, or otherwife, the principal princes of the 
oppofite party were obliged to fue for peace ; and Philip be- 
ing a prince of a mild difpofition, they found their account 
in having reconrie to his clemency. The landgrave himfeif 
was the firfl who ftillicited an accommodation, and was fo 
favourably dealt with, that he aftually efpoufed the intereft 
of Philip, This was a very fenfible mortification to Otho^ 
who was already deferted by his own brother Nmry count 
palatine. Even the archbilhop of Cologne ^ who had pre- 
lided at Otko's election, and crowned him at Aix la Capdle^ 
now abandoned his caufe, without any regard to his own 
oath of allegiance, or the excommunication of the pope. 

Philip, dated with fuch a powerful acceflioa to his 
party, refolved, after the example of his rival, to confirm 
his eleftion by a fecond coronation; which was folemnly 
performed at Aix la Chapelie by the hands of the archbifliop 
of Cologne who bad fet the crown on Otho's head, and 
who, on account of having thus changed his fide, was ex- 
communicated by the pope.* 

His holinefs, however, befides the gratification of his 
enmity againft the houfe pf Suahia, found other advantages 
in fomenting thefe troubles in the empire, during which he 
conquered, and confirmed to the church of Rome, the great- 
eft part of the patrimony which it at prefent polTeffes, and 
found means to be ackaowleged fovereign lord of thofe pro^- 
vinces which formerly held of the empire (P). 

Mean 

* Arh.Lub. Lvii, c. X, God. Mon. 

(P) Tn Qonrfe pf this year mantte ; their arms two fwirdit 
was inllituted a new military g»/es,/eiUere,mtht^sM^et4Ax}i§ 
Qrder of G#r»!W!»inights,tode* fame colour. They obliged 
fond the Chriibani of tiwonia themihlves to afiift fre^u^nd/ 
againft the infidels. The pa^ at pisds* to lead a fingle^ phafte, 
tent was obtained from Otho of and fober^ife, to fight againft 
Saxony^ and pope Innocent con- the infidelsy and demd the in- 
firmed the inftitution : the ha- terefts of the holy fee. In re- 
bit of the order was a white compence for their fervices, the 

popes 
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Meak ^vhile Philip, without mioding his efibrts dud liil- 
minatious, redoubled his atteatioa to the main point ; and* 
reinforcing his army^ compelled his antagonift to quit the 
field, and ftiut him{elf up in tlie city of Cohgne ; which bcr 
ing invefiedf and very bard prefled by the bcfiegcrs, Otho,, 
feeing no fafcty but in dcfpair, rcfolvcd to make a fally with 
the. flower of his troops, in order either to raife the fiege ^ , 
accomplifti his efcape. He accordingly attacked the befiegers 9 ^^'" 
with great fury ; but ail his followers were either killed or 
taken prifoners, the new archbifhop of Cologne being among ;v.*D, 
the laft ; and Otbo himfclf efcaped into Saxony from 1205.* 
whence he fled into England. 

Philip, being now undifputed mafter, continued the 
fiege of Cologne, which furrendered to him by capitulation. - 
There he efbibliflied the archbifhop Jdoiphuf, whofe com- 
petitor he kept in clofc confinement ; and having no other 
powerful enemies to deal with, he now employed himfelf in 
fecuring the friends, and ftrengthening the alliances he had 
made. He beftowed one daughter in marriage upon Wince/- 
laus, king of Bohemia, and matched another with the duke 
of Brabant's eldeft fon ; diftributed large prefents in money 
and efiefts ; and, being naturally of an affable and engaging 
temper, behaved in fuch a manner as gained the hearts of Philip 
all his fubjefts. He even feiit ambafladors to the pope to propo/es an 
propofe an accommodation j which was the more accept- aceommo- 
able to his holinefs, iis Philip yielded to him fcvcral countries 
which belonged to the empire ( • 

• 

« Krant. 1 . vii. c. 26. < Abb. Urfp. ex Mkib. ApoL 

popes granted them the full en- ment to which hitherto the 
joyment of all they fliould con- popes had not attempted to af- 
quer from the pagans i and they pire (2) . 
were diftinguifhed by the ap- Hei/s alleges, that Philip gave 
pellation of Bnfiftri, on account his daughter Beatrice in mar- 
of their long fwords { 1 ) riage to Otho, in confcquence of 

(Q^) Innocent, not contented an accommodation with that 
with the emperor's yielding the prince ; but, as no fuch accom> 
duchy of Spoleto and the mar- jnodation is mentioned by any 
quifatc of Ancona to the holy hiftorian of credit, we, with 
W, demanded one of Philips Krantz, Otto de SanSo Blafia, 
daughters in marriage for his the abbot of and others, 

‘ oWh nephew : and this is the poftpone the #narriage till after 
origin of ncpotiftti, anjeflahUfh. Phiti/% deaths 

(1) Binre Miff. dC JBhmOgne^Umfv* p. 554. (a) Ahh, Vrjp. CufpinM* 

m Hifi* Phil, HttUrU* Mut, in Meih ApoU pro Queue W* 
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While this reconciliation was upon the carpet, and each 
of them feemed bent upon outwitting the other, Philip uti- 
derilanding that the king pf Denmark had marched with an 
army to the confines of Saxony^ in order to aflTift Otho^^ af- . 
fembled a great body of troops, and repaired in perfon to 
Bamherg, where, while he waited for their junftion, he 
was taken with a flight indifpofition, by which he was con- 
fined to his chamber. There being engaged in a converfa- 
tioii with Conrad^ bilhop of Spire, who was his chancellor, 
and Henry Cruchs, count of JValburg, he heard the voice of 
the count palatine Otho of JVittleJhach at the door, and or- 
dered him to be admitted into his apartment. That noble- 
man, after, fome difeourfe with the emperor, went out, and 
taking the fword of his gentleman who flood waiting for him 
at the door, nnfheatbed it, and re-entered the chamber, 
where he began to pufli as if for his own amufement. Philip 
reprimanded him for the freedom of his behaviour, faying 
is vmrdcr- ^ diverfion ; to which the pala- 

]jiy Gtho abruptly replied, ‘This is the only place,* and with Ihefe 
c/VVittief- words ran him through the neck. The chancellor was fo 
bach. frighted with this aflault, that he hid himfelf ; but the count 
A. D. of iValbiirg immediately attacked the alTaflin, who wounded 
j2o 8. in the cheek, and efcaped into the biChop’s palace ; and 
while they were engaged, the emperor died by lofs of 
blood ^ 

The palatine was inftigated by revenge to this deteflablc 
aiflion. Idle emperor had promifed to give him one of his 
daughters in marriage, and afterwards refufed to keep that 
promife, becauie he was declared infamous in full diet by the 
princes and flates of the empire, on account of a murder 
which he had bafely committed at the court of Bavaria (R), 
This untimely fate of Philip wms regretted by all that knew 
him ; for he was a prince endowed with a great many amiable 
qualities. His countenance was comely, his perfon elegant, 
he was prudent, affable, mild, eloquent, liberal, pious, and 
intrepid. His body was depofited in the church of Bamberg^ 

® Arn. Lub. 1 . vii. c. 14. KrautSs Sax. I. viu c. aS. 
f lid. ibid. 

(R) This account of the af- cended the throne, had pro- 
fafin's motives take from mifed to marry the daughter of 
Kr^niz and ArtsoUits Lubianjis ; Otho, coftnt Wittlejhach, whom 
h\xt in the Chramca^ Augujienjis, he afterwards rejected; and 
publiflied by Freberus, we are that the father waFs^prgmpted to 
told, that Philip, before he af> revenge by this affront. 
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where it remained a long time, until he was removed and 
interred at SpirOf by order of his nephew the emperor 
doric II. 


or HO IV. 

O THOf being certified of Philip!*^ death, called a diet OthoV 
at HalberJicSt^ in order to treat about the affairs of the rlution 
empire, * and there his former eleftion was renewed by the remove J, 
princes of Saxony ^ Thuringia^ and Mijnia^ and afterwards 
confirmed by thofe of Suabia^ Bavaria^ and France, at an- 
other aflembly held at Frankfort. It was here that Philip's 
daughter, Beatrice, appeared in perfon, to demand juftice 
upon the murderer of her father, where her tears and fup- 
plications had fuch an effeft upon the whole aflembly, that 
they confifeated the dominions, and fet a price upon the 
bead of the aflaiTin, who was foon after flain on the banks 
of the Danube, by Henry de Calat, who cut off his head and 
threw it into the river 8. As for Beatrice, Ihe was taJeen . 
into proteflion, and afterwards to wife, by Otho, with 
unanimous confent of all the princes, after the impediment ^aufhter 
of confanguinity had been removed by a difpenfation obtain- . 

cd from the pope 

This emperor, in order to acquire the good graces of his gratifies 
holinefs and the clergy, which he knew would greatly con- the pope it 
tribute to his eftablifhment on the throne, not only ^xo-^dhis de- 
mifed to gratify the pope in all his demands, but alfo to ; 

abolifh the cuflom of feizing, for the emperor’s ufe, the ef- 
fects and lands of the deceafed clei*gy ; but as thefc promifes 
were made folely with a view to cajole the pope and the bi- 
Ihops, he afterwards refufed to perform them, and in the 
fequel fuffered fevercly for breaking his word. 

The new ele^lion of Otho to the empire no fooner reached 
the ears of Innocent III. who looked upon him as his friend, 
and a prince intirely devoted to the holy fee, than he fent 
legates with letters of congratulation, in which he offered to 
crown him if he would come to Italy. Tempted by. this j) 
propofal, the emperor convoked a diet at Haguenau, in which j jeg! 
his journey being refolved upon, he appointed Rodolphus, 
count of Hapjhurg, prefeft, vicar of the empire, and prin- 
cipal aveyer of all tipper Germany (S), with power to maintain 

* the 

^Meib. Apol. &c. p. 127. ^ Krantz, 1 . vii. c. 51. 

(S) An avoyer was originally and in times of confufion the 
the advocate of a monafiery, avoyers became captains and 

pro- 
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the Imperisil rights, ittfpeft the fiuatica, levy fubfidi^, 
htites, tolls, and taxes, and, in a word^ to ceprefenit the 
perfon of the emperor in his abfcnce. Having thes pro- 
vided for the tranquility of fhe empire, he repaired to 
^^vgjburg, where he had ordered his troops to aflemble ; 
and from hence difpatched the patriarch of ^mileia before 
him, to examine the rights and privileges of the Italian 
towns, to prepoffefs the people in his favour, and to, remove 
all difficulties that might retard him in his journey. Next 
year he fet out for Lombardy ^ where he was received as fo- 
vereign of the kingdom S From thence he went to hold a 
diet at Bologna^ where he exaftod large fnbfidtes of men and 
money ; and, having formed a powerful army, he repaired 
to Rome^ where the pope received him with all the demon-* 
ftrations of the moil: perfect friendfhip. There he was 
ts crayoned crowned by his holinefs, after he had yielded to the church 
at Rome; Patrimony (f St, Petery that is, the lands of the cotintefs 
Mathitddy and taken an oath of obedience to the pope 

These condefcenfions were owing ^to the fame motives 
which had induced him to make the promife we have already 
mentioned to the German bifhops ; for, in a little time, it 
plainly appeared he had only amufed tliem for his own ends ; 
and fortune foon favoured him with an opportunity of de** 
daring himfelf. A number of his foldiers, who were en- 

• camped under the walls of Rome^ having entered the city one 
day for their amufement, a quarrel happened between them 
and the inhabitants, which rofe to fuch a degree, that the 
citizens, taking arms, killed upwards of a thoufand impe- 
rialifts upon the fpot. ‘ 

The emperor complained to the pope of this outrage, for 
which he did not receive the fatisfadrion he expedred ; and 
tho’ he did not think proper to Ihew his refentment at that 
time, he afterwards manifefted his difplcafure, as well for 
that infult, as for the injuftice of the pope, in taking advan- 

• tage of the troubles of Germany to feize Apulia^ together 
with the marquifate of Ancona and the county of SpolctOy after 
having expelled the officers of the emperor. Mean while he 

^ Mvt. Chron. 1. xix. Ott. Sane, ex Mbtb. Apol. Car. 
Slo. 1. Kvi. * Huld. Mut. 1. xix. 

pl’^tdors of convents, to whom teries ereded themfelves into 
the faid convents ghve lands in principalities, the avoyers 
coniideration of their protec- camC nobkmen ^ 4 ). 
tion; but, when thefe monaf 

( 4 ) AnnaUi 4c VEntp, t, I p. J 

departed 



C 5^ Gerawoy*, i, 75 

departed ft&m R<m^ apparcatly in fricn<ybip with tkc pope 5 
andt arriving in Lombardy » ina.de Mian his head^q^arters^ nvintersin 
and cantoned his troops in the neighbourhood, where they hombar- 

i jailed the winter. In the fpri^g he took the fidd agdn, rcr * 
blved to re-eft^blifli, by force, his right and authority . in 
thofe countries, of which the empire had been deprived. 

After fome viftories, he retrieved all that had been with- 
drawn from his poflelBon, and made hoAlle incurfions into 
4^ulia, ravaging the dominions of TreierU king of the Two 
Sicilies^ who was under the prote&ion of the holy fee ^ 

From thefe conquefts, however, the emperoris ruin may // 
he dated ; for Innocent III. enraged at his proceedings, thun- municated^ 
dered out an excommunication againft him, which he order- andde . 
ed Sigefridi archbifhop of Mentz^ to publifh through the 
whole empire. This prelate being likewife incenfed againft 
Othoy for having broken the promife he had made touching 
the eftates of deceafed ecclefiaftics, not only proclaimed him pj” 
through all Germany as a perfon excommunicated and pro- ^ 
feribed, releafing and difeharging all the princes,' ftates, and a.D. 
cities, from their oath of allegiance, but alfo convoked a diet, 121 1. 
in order to proceed to a new eleftion. At this afiembly, 
which was held at Bambergy were prefent the king of Bohe^ 
micy the dukes of Bavaria and Aufiriay Merman landgrave 
of Thnringiay and other princes, ccclefiaftk as well as fecular s 
they ele<fled Frederic duke of Suabia and king of Skifyy at 
that time about feventeen years of age, who, in his infancy, 
had been proclaimed king of the RomanSy at the defire of 
Henry VI. his father They at the fame time intimated 
this ele 61 ion to the pope, and feiu ambafladors into Sicily to 
acquaint Frederic with his elevation, 

Otho, alarmed at this revolution, returned to Germany ^^tums to 
without delay, and called a diet at Nurembergy where, among Germa- 
others, duke Henry count palatine of the RhinCy his own bro- 
ther, with the dukes of Brabant and Lorrain, were prefent. 

The members of this afiembly, after mature deliberation up- 
on the reafons that Otho gave for recovering the eftates and 
countries of Itafyy which the pope had unjuftly pofle/Ted 
himfelf of, to the prejudice of the empire, approved of what 
he had done, and exhorted him to denounce war againft 
thofe^princes, who, out of complaifancc to the pope, had» 
contrary to all reafon, proceeded to a new eleftion. 

The emperor, by the affiftance of tliefe princes, finding 
himfulfin a condition to make head againft^he rebels, began 
with depriving the king of Bohemia^^ his realm, which he 

* Meii. Apol. p. 141. ^ Heiss,!. it. c. 16. 

beftowed 



' 176 T&t mjlfify cf Germ^y* C. 

bcftowed U|mtt & i^ht> bad loomptaia^ to the diet; tibit 
fbe Idt^ jyb &tlier dtfbwaed him aa well as 

who was bom marcMohefs of M^kia^ and that he had lear- 
ned the king of Hmgarjf^ dauglitef. Tte empefof at the 
£ime time d^ared war agatnft Himan^ ma^rqttis of 
gia^ after hating put him under the ban the emytre, 
while he ordered Henry count palatine, i^f^iirjli'duke of Bra- 
bant^ and fome other princes, to attack and deflroy the 
archbifliopric of Mentz % fo that the archbilhop was obliged 
to fly for refuge into another country ». 
joins the AFTER this focccfs the *emperor never doubted but he 
Hngof ihould be able to re-eftablifti himfeif on the throne*, but, 
Engljmd ^hat he might the fobner accompliftihis purpofe, he thought 
^atnft neceflary to weaken the fupport of which the pope and 

his partiaans in the empire availed themfelves. This was 
feateef. PbUip JuguJiuSf king of France^ agaihft whom he enter- 
A. D*. tained another grudge on account of a wager‘ which he had 
1213. formerly made with that prince, who refufed to Hand to his 
agreement (T). This he looked upon to be a favourable 

" Godep. Monach. ad atm. laii. 


(T) Whctt Otbo was firft 
elected king of the Romans^ his 
unde, Ruhard of England^ pre* 
fented him with a very con- 
jiderable fum of money, and 
advlfed him to apply to the 
king of France, in his return to 
Germany, In confequence *of 
this advice, he waited upoii 
Philip Avgufttis at Poitiers, in 
order to loilkit his afltflance; 
but that prince, who fecretly fa- 
voured Philip, excufed himfclf, 
and would even have difTuaded 
him from his enterprize, by 
magnifying the rifque he would 
run flom the power of his com- 
petitor. ** if (faid he) you 
** will now give me the choice 
*• of pnebfyour fumpter-horfes 
with its load|| I will engage 
to giv^ you Paris^ Orleans^ 
or Etampes, wiien-ever. you 
** ihali b^ rmfed tp the imperial 


throne.” Otho took him at 
his word, and Philip actually 
chofe the bed of &ity horfes, 
which were loaded with one 
hundred and iifty thoufand 
marks of gold he had received 
from his unde. After the death 
of Philip the emperor, 0/ho fuc- 
ceeded to the throne, by the un- 
animous confeiitof the princes ; 
he knt an emba^ to the king 
of France, to notify his eledion 
and remind him of the wager 
which he^had loft. Philip rc- 
fufed to pay the forfeit, on pre- 
tence that Otho had not won 
the crown from his competitor, 
.which was the conditioii of the 
wager; and, being affronted at 
the demand, gave mm to under^ 
ftand, that, if he was difppfed 
to cpnteft the matter, he fhadd 
find him ready, for the difpnte 
(5). 0 > , 


(5) i^* 1^ t* xvU 

5 


oppor- 
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opportuni^, becauie Philip was at war with Qlocte, the 
king of England, Thefe two princes, therdFore, joined 
their forces, which were augmented by all the allies they 
could engage in the expedition ; fo that the confederate 
army amounted to one hundred and fifty thou&nd mens 
They Weie met by the French near the village of Bouvines, 
and a bloody battle enftied, in which Otho and his allies were 
totally defeated, and he himfclf with difficulty efcaped o (U): 

He attempted to retreat into Germany, but was prevented by 
young Frederic, who, with a powerful army, had marched 
into the empire, and been every-wherc received with open 
arms. 

He neglcfted no opportunity to conciliate the affeftion of 
the Germans, as well as to reward thofe who had cfpoufed 
his caufe from the beginning of the conteft. To feme he 
gave pecuniary gratifications, and others were rewarded with 
honourable and lucrative privileges. He inftituted an order 
of knighthood, called the Bear, in the abbey of St. Gall, in 
honour of the abbot and nobility of that country, who had 
been the firft to receive, and furnifh him with troops againft a.D* 
Otho, He remunerated the zeal and fervices of MUiantV. 
prince of Orange, with the kingdom of Arles, which he Frederic 
beftowed upon him, on condition that he and his fuccefTors contiliatee 
fkould do homage for it to the emperor ; and he conferred ^he affec^^ 
upon the bifhop of Strafhourg the whole temporal jurifdic- 
tion of that city. Colmar, Schelejladt, and other towns of™ 
Alface, were, by his dire( 5 lion, augmented, embelliftied, and 
Nciibourg on the Rhine declared a*free city. 

Having eftablifhed his authority m Upper Gertnafiy, he 
paflcd the Mofelle, in order to reduce the towns by which he 
was not as yet acknowleged ; but he met with no oppofition 
in his march. Triers, and other cities which had been at* 


• KKANTzSax 1. vii. c. 35. 


(U) Hei/s gives an account of 
two battles, but he mail besiif- 
tkken; for the French authors 
mention but one, and furely 
they would not let flip any op- 
portunity of magnifying the 
gioty of their king befldes, 
tke German writers defcribe no 
other than that which was 
fought at Bouvtnet, near Tour- 

( 6 ) Mettier, 

Mod. Hist. Vot. XXIX. 


naj, where Philip, bilhop of 
Beau^vais, ufed a large club in- 
flead of a fword, that he might 
kill without (bedding blogd ; 
where the king of France was 
difmounted^ trixnpled upon by 
hdrfes, and ^wounded in the 
throat ; and where Otho'^s cha- 
riot was (battered in pieces, and 
the imperial ftandard taken (6)* 

CoTon, t, I. 

N 


tached 
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tachcd to Oibit fubiiiitted, and took the oath of allegiance 
to Frederic ; and the dukes of Brabant and Lombardy aot 
only ft»ed fot* peace, which they obtained, but al£b under^ 
took that the whole country of Juliers and Wejiphalia ftiould 
acknowlege his title p. Even Waldemar^ king of Denmark, 
a fent ambaffadors to congratulate him upon his eleftion, and 

follicit bis friendlhip ; in confideration of which, however, 
king ^ ftipulated that the towns of Lubec and Hamburg, tog^- 
^Dcn- ther with Holjiein, and the other conquefts he had made 
mark, upon the empire, Ihould be united to the crown. 

An alliance with a j)owerful monarch was of fuch import- 
ance to Frederic, in his prefent precarious fituation, that he 
complied with the demands of the Danijb king, in a folemn 
treaty, which was generally blamed as injurious to the ho- 
nour and intereft of the empire. Otho, his brother the count 
palatine, Albert margrave of Brandenburg, and Waldemar 
bifhop of Bremen^ not only exclaimed againft the articles of 
this alliance, but, feizing the firft pretence of a rupture 
with Denmark, aflembled a body of troops, with which they 
marched dire(fl:ly to Hainburg, and took pofleUion of the 
town without oppolition. Nevcrthelefs they did not long 
enjoy this conqueft ; for this city wa^ foon wrefted from 
them by Frederic, and afterwards re-taken by Waldemar king 
of Denmark, who ravaged the lands of the Palatine, and in 
the fequel concluded a treaty of peace with the confederates. 


Otho 

itres to 
Brun- 
fwick, 
•where he 
dies. 


in which the emperor was not included 

Otho, feeing himfelf thus abandoned by all the princes 
of Germany, and altogether without rcfource, retired to 
Brimfwkk, where he lived four years as a private man, dedi- 
cating his time to th<rdut*cs of religion, and then died, after 
a reign fruitful of trouble and misfortune. 


F R E D E R 1 C \l. 

T7 E was fucceeded by Frederic II. \vho,v being but nine 
months old at his fatlier’s death, had, by his mother 
Con fiance, been carefully educated and inftrufted in the 
knowlege of every thing that could contribute to make him a 
§reat and virtuous prince. He had learned the Greek, 
Latin, Gefman,^ French, and T urkijh languages, and Hudled* 
above all things, to follow the footfteps of his grandfather 
Frederic 1 . whofe*name he bore, and whofe conduft he pro* 

P Archiir. dc Sabern. 1. x. Troph. du Bijibant. ^ Huitp: 
HiH. Dan. t. ii, 

pofed 
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pofed j»s ti model for his flji^n.. Life#, hi®, h? lail it doiiHfld^r 
a maxim, nofhing; ought tp be d^ferrod UU to^'UiprrW* 
which can bie^.c^sjiiccuted to-day; imagining, that nOthiag w»5 
done in an affair, i»chilc any part of it remained undone. He 
was, by birth, a prince of great power 5 for, befides the X’ali 
dominions h^ it^herlted from his'fathcr and mother, he, by 
the death of his uncle Philips fucceeded to the duchies of 
Stmbia and Rottenburg^ together with other dominions, 
which that prince had acquired. He was confiiimed .in 'the 
imperial dignity by the princes atlemblcd at Mentz /, from 
whom he received 'the oath of allegiance, as well as from „ . . 

imperial cities^of the Rhine ^ and Was afterwards crowned 
at Jix la Chapelle with great magnificence ; when, as an ac- 
itnowlegement of the favours which God had hitherto be- Cbapellc. 
flowed upon him, he added to the other folemnities of bis A. D, 
coronation, a vow to go in perfon to the Holy Land\ 12x5. 

After the ceremony of his coronation, Henry count 
palatine of the Rhine was, with the. unanimous confentof 
the whole aflembly, put to the ban of the empire, and his 
dignity beftowed upon Lewis duke of Bavaria : a decree 
which was ftrengthened by a match projefled and executed 
between Henry's daughter and the duke of Bavaria's eldeft 
fon. When the affembly broke up, Frederic repaired to 
Cologne^ where he was receive^* amidft the acclamations of 
the people, and made divCTS falutary laws touching the regu- 
lation of the police, and the reformation of abufes. which had 
crept into the management of taxes and public money. 

While he was thus employed in eftabiifliing the tranqui- A. D. 
lity of the empire, pope Innocent died, and was fucceeded by 1216. 

' Honorius HI. who expreffed gjreat eagernefs in forwarding Another 
the crufade, which he ordered to be preached up through crujade* 
all the provinces of Germany y Sweden^ Denmark ^ Bohemia^ 
and Hungary y and his endeavours were crowned with extra- 
ordinary fuccefs ; for although the emperor excufed hirafelf 
from the performance of his vow, until he ftiould have regu- 
lated the affairs of Italy y and received the imperial crown 
frpm the hands of his holinefs ; ^d almofl all the other 
tl^onarchs of Europe were detain^ at home by domcftic dif- 
tmrbances ; ncverthelefs an infinite number of private noble- 
mien and their vaffals took the crofs, under, the dukes of 
yit^riay S^varidy the atchbifhop of Mentz, and the bifhops 
of Munfier and Utrecht, and Andrew Yi, king of Hungary ^ 
was, by the pope, ‘declared geheraliffimo of the crufade. 

While ihefe crufard^of Upper Germany marched towards % 2 if% 

• 

^ Barr. t. V, p. 624. 

N 2 Italy, 
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•JW^, In order to embark at Venm^ Genoa^ and Meffina^ i 
Aeetof three hundred fail was equipt in the ports of hmei^ 
Saxony^ for the tranfportation Of the adventurers of iVe^* 
phalidf Saxtmy^ and the territory of Cologne \ and thefi; 
joining the fquadron of the Friejlaiiders^ FlerAings^ and fub* 
jefts dl BrabanU commanded by William count of Holland^ 
George count of Weetden^ and Adolphus count de Berg, firt 
fail forthe Straits of Gibraltar, in their voyage to Ptole* 
mais^. But being driven by a tempeft into the road rf 
Lijhofi, they were prevailed upon to affift Alphonfo king of 
Portugal againft the Moors, whom they defeated, and after- 
wards retook the city of Alcazar, which Was in pofleflion of 
the infidels. In the mean time Andrew, with his army, 
having joined the king of Cyprus, landed at Acra, where he 
was joyfully received by John de Brienne, king of Jerufalem, 
and the knights of the temple, hofpital, and Teutonic order. 
Their forces being refreftied and reviewed, they marched 
againft the Saracens, into the great valley of Jefrael, with 
the wood of the true crofs carried before them : but Coradin, 
fon of Saphadin, foltan of Egypt and Babylon, who com- 
manded the enemy, finding himfelf unable to cope with the 
crufards, 'retired, and they undertook the fiege ofThabor, in 
Picgnfsfvtldxch they mifearried. Then they feparated into four 
tfje iru^ bodies for the conveniency * of fubfifting ; Lujignan king of 
fards in Cyprus died zt Tripoli in the flower of his age : and Andrew 
king of Hungary returned to his own dominions, in order to 
g appeafis fomc troubles which had been excited in his abfence. 
1210. depart, until he had folemnly 

fworn, that he would not invade the dominions of Auftria 
while the duke remsuned in' Palejline, and agreed to leave 
one half of his troops for the profecution of the war againft 
the infldels. 

Immediately after his departure, the fleet from tht 
coafts of Spain arriving at Ptolemais, it was rcfolvcd in a 
council of war to befiege Damietta in Egypt, which was 4c- 
cordingly invefted by fca and land, and taken after a fiege of 
eighteen months ; during which Saphadin died, his fon Me- 
ledin, who came to the relief of the befieged, was defeated, 
the duke of Aufiria, with a great number of the crufards, re- 
turned to Germany, and a new reinforcement arrived, under 
the conduct of the cardinal jyAlbano, legate of the holy 
fee 

* Ann. Padcrbgrn^ adan% t j^c. ds Vitri. 


During 



c <; **» ^ •'““W- 

ssst^;4sS‘ss»^ 

Kl.'^nd'liao" opoi U“ •''' '■'“B*” *?^h“f!? 

Md« .6»t of .h. eh.,d. of ^ ".f-g- 

STbv^L Sh>-;» of ^ ^ ’’.‘Tt’ rit,^t,“rf'“* V 

war and committed hoftilitiesi agalnft ul . urhleh 
F«*wrin fpite of the menaces and excommunication 

of 3«3.Srf d.^ .. , 

■ ■ 

was al ow^ “^^^^and admitted to the emperor’s 

♦ripnei^in ^ Duixnit Frederic’s rcfidcnce at Gojlar, which Iw 
fnendilap. Thibaut duke of Lorram 

favoured with divers immumt , p n^i„ >>.i »n ginp to 

S.l5:rs°rlS^"’u.o l..»«ir.o, of U« b.0>op of 

Sim, moboW pro,ito. ft. M. 
‘’“tS'mp. preffed him to te oot ImomdUtd, ojmo ^ 

,^Ws^ssrJSiffSi.« 

• Apolog. Oth«i. IV. apad Meib. t. iii. 

1. xxiii. ^ 
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ft^fiijn^i Itefe&f hl& ch^ii€ell0r 
bilhb|f of Spir^, witji Circular letters, i^drdBd to all ^ 
in Itufy, cotiiimaiidlbg thcf^ to re^i^e aoid obey ttUit 
jpfela^’ as the itiiiliftei' iihd i*eprefentat!ve of hife imperial ma^ 
jefty, ahd tb take thfe bath of allegiance in ftis prefence. Then 
Fr^d&w Committed the education bf his fon ffe/2r)f to 
geruSf count de and 'appointed a Conncil to manage 

the affairs of the empire in his abfence. Finally* as a mark 
of Ms regard for the Gtrman pre,laies, be iffued an imperial 
decree, importing, that the effects of decfeafed bifhops (hould 
devolve to theitnlccellbrs; that, for the future, no emperof 
iHonia make any alteratibbin the taxes and' coin ; that no 
place of the empire Ihoiild afford an afylum to fugitive ferfe 
Wioging to chufcheS ot bifhops ; that no perfon fliould 
pbifets the fief of an archbifhop after his death, without the 
confeni: of his IficceffohV ^hat no man (hould pretend to op* 
pofe tlie? effects of cxcbmttiunicaiibh by force of arms; tiiat 
no perfon, not even , the lord avoyer, (houid build towns^ 
caftld, fortreffeS, or otlWr edifices, upon ground belonging 
to church, without the corifent of the titular ' bifhop ; 
that fid officer of the emperot fhould try catifes, impofe taxes^ 
or. ’levy duties, upon an cpifcopal town, except during eight 
dajrS preceding and facceeding a diet con^kfed in that placed 
and’, laftly, that ip cafe the emperOr fhouM ftop or refide 
into'gnito in any bf thb cpifcopal tov^ns, he fhould not there 
perform any aft of jUrifdiftipn ♦ 

'He in the fame affembly granted and confirmed fomc pri* 
Wlegies to feverai fecular princes, in particular to the duke of 
Brdhdnt, who, by letters patent, was declared tutor of all 
the minors who held fiefs of the empire ; and he effefted aii 
dccOmtnOdatioii between the archbifhop of and the 

cdunt of Luxemburg^ who had quarrelled and taken arms 
about the fucceifion oiJdolphus, count dg Bergue^ who died 
at the fiege of Damietta in Egypt. *. 

The troubles of Germany being appeafed, and the necef- 
fary preparations made for his journey, Frederic crofled the 
Jlps ^\th a good army, halted at Verafta, was refufed ad* 
mittance into Milan, an infult which he refblved to reyengfc 
iti due feafon : then he repaired to Modena, vifited Bologna, ad- 
Frederic frontiers of Sicily, where he was joined by the 

crovonedni under the command of his viceroy Thomas 

Rome/^ At length, accompanied by the deputies of alittoft all 

Honorius Italian ftates, lie arrived at Rome, whei-e he was crowned 
m. by pope Honorius III. and upon that occafion he gave away 

r Barri, tom, t, p. 645. Gob. Pers. Cofm. act. n. c. 64. 

S' large 



^ money, WMch, tlion^ti iieilont^ .tlif^^ 
pure liberality^ the popes have iince endeavour^ to coiiv^t 
iht® an obligfttioo, by way of acknowl^ment receding 
the crown (X). After his coronation, he receh^ the oata 
of fidelity and homage from the dates and cities of Italy ; 
then declared Henry his fan king of the Romans^ having al- 
ready at Frankfort obtained the confent of the princes of the 
empire, appointed his tutors, and betrothed to him Mar* 
garety daughter of Leopold of Aufiria * ; afterwards, having 
every where eftablifhed peace and tranquillity, by means of 
the princes of the empire who accompanied him, he retired 
to his kingdom of Naples. There he found that Thmas andl 
Richard^ the two brothers of the late pope Innocenty with 
their adherents, had excited an infurreftion, and made them* 
felves mafters of one part of that realm ; however,' he fooa 
took vengeance on the authors of the fedidon. Richard was 
apprehended, condemned, and fent into exile in the king^ 
dom of Sicily ; count Thomas y and feme other rebels, retired 
to RomCy where pope Honorius received them into his protec- 
tion. 

Frederic, however, at the follicitation of the pope, fent 
a powi^rful army, both by fea and land, to the crulards in 
the enjl, who were divided by a difpute between John de 
Rrien7iCy king of Jerufaleniy and cardinal AlhanOy legate of the 
holy fee, which lafl infifted upon having the command of the 
army. This reinforcement happily arrived at DamiettUy un- 
der the conduft of the duke of Bavariay and was followed 
by a fleet of' gallics, who fell in with a fleet of twelve Sara'*' 
censy and took or deftroyed the whole number. At the 
fame time the emperor marched with a body of troops into 
Sicily, againfl: the Saracens of that kingdom, who had ex- 
cited diforders and ravaged the country. At his approach 
they retired to inacceffible mountains, where they Were bc- 
fieged in fuch a manner, that they could receive no fupplies 
of provifions, confequently fui rendered at diferetion, and 


« Barre, t. v- p. 650. 
530s 

( X ) Frederic at his corona- 
tion, which was performed in 
the chcrch of St, Peter y took an 
oath to dc^fend all the rights and 
pofieilloiis of the Roman fee, in- 
cluding the fiefs ofthe countefs 


* Ann. Boior. lib. vH. p. 


Mathilda, and the county of 
Fonde, He iikewife promiled^ 
upon oath, |o pafs into Afiei^ 
With, an army, at any ekne 
f&pt flioultl appoint ( t ). * 


(sj SigM. dc Reg. if ah /. 
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Werd dd^QT enjte^ from !(he )cijagdom, pc Ixtm^Wtcd 
to other fettlements in > 

A. D, The troubles of Italy being appeaf<sd, the emperor, by 
letter, direfted the archbifhop of Cohgn to crown his fpii 
Henry at Aix h Chat^ette ; aini the ceremony was performeeji 
in prefence of a great number of noblemen, ecclefuilic and 
fecular, who afterwards held a diet, in which divers laws 
and regulations were made, touching fiefs and the admini** 
firation of juftice in feudal courts. 

Feom Aix laChapeUe Henry repaired to Augsburg ^ where 
he confirmed the privileges of the town of Strqfburg : then 
he vifited Haguenau^ where he regulated the polity of Alface^ 
and bridled the oppreflive power which the nobility exerted 
over their vaflals. He afterwards, by his father’s diredlion, 
fent commiffaries to Vaucoideurs^ to renew the treaty of alli- 
ance with Leviis VITL the new French king, who had fuc- 
ceeded his father Philip Augujlus, lately deceafed. A treaty 
by which the emperor promiied never to engage in any con- 
federacy with the king of England^ to the prejudice of 
France (Y). 

WaUe- About this period, IValdemarll* \iing oi Denmark^ and 
mar II. his eldeft fon, were furprifed by Henry ^ count de Echwerin^ 
king of vrho, on pretence of fome injury he had received from his 
Denmark J)anijh majefty, apprehended him and the prince, while ep- 
is made gj^ged in the divctfion of hunting, and committed them pri- 
fn/on»r by iq the fortrefs of I)amberg. 

de^^hwV Dani/hkmtors weie no fooner informed of the king’s 

rin- ^ captivity, than they addrefled thcmfelves to the emperor and 
* the pope, whom they follicitcd to procure the releafe of tlicir fo* 

vereign. In confcauenceof this application, a diet was convened 
zt NQrthau/eniZna theprince^ agreed tbat^ai/ewarfhouldbe 
fee at liberty, provided that he would do homage to the em* 
perorfbr his kingdom: on the other hand, the pope pre- 
tended that Denmark was a fief of the holy fee, and infiftcii 

^ Hid. de Reb. Geft. Fred, apud Murator* 

( Y) In the doarfe of this year ampleof many other cities y^hjcil 
the inhabitants of Met»^ taking had taken the like oppottnuities 
the advantage of the duke of ofinfranchiiing themielves,and 
Lorrmn^fi detth, and die ahfence afterwards received ch^tera, 
etf their bifliop, predled them- confirming their liberty front 
ielveiinto a tepublie, and be- different emperors (t). 
a (me after the cat- 

(%J /, iv. c. S84. 

upon 
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ifpi9iftifWtiM»t's owat^tbis dej»endem», before ^iKm 
uik«itwy fteps in bis ficvour. 

fiTHK csiptive prince nyefled, with difdain, fnch terms tif 
ispiarg^inent ; and, in the mean time, the count lU $cfmeri»i 
being furniftied with troops by the princes of Saxony^ A 3 oU 
pius, count Je Sckdwembourgs and the archbiihop of Ermen^ 
invaded NordaiUngia, took the Danijb general prifoner by 
furprize, and reduced Holftein, with the adjacent country on 
the north of the Elbe^ and the city of Hamburgh. The 
jenights of the Teutonic Older, and the biftiop of Riga^ took 
this opportututy of feizing Revel. At the fame time the 
Wandaltms^ weftern Sclaves, and the count de Werle^ fliook 
off the Danijb yoke* Berem and Watxjlaus^ princes of Peme^ 
rania, wrelled the town of Demmca from the count de Ru^ 
g^Hi and Svjenteploe made himfelf mafter of Dantzickt which 
had been about leventeen years in poffeffion of tht Danes, 

At length, by the mediation of the pope, Albert^ duke of 
Saxony y and fome other princes, the king of Denmark and peLnr et 
his fon were fet at liberty, in confideration of 45,000 
of filver, paid by way of ranfom S 

While this negociation was on the carper, a violent dif- A. P. 
pure arofe among feveral noblemeu, who pretended to the ***#• 
fucceiEon of the countefs de Dafhourg^ who died without 
iffue, and whofe lands were feized by the biftiop of Metz^ as 
reverfionary fiefs belonging to his fee. The competitors 
were the biftiop of Uege, count de Ltnangen^ whofe countefi At 

had married the countefe, the duke of Brabant^ and the mar- Dalboarg, 
quis of Baden^ which laft had made over his light fo Berthold^ 
biftiop of Strjofbourg, Each pnetender made alliances and 
preparations for doing himfelf juftice by force of arms ; hofti- 
lities were again commenced, and after much mifehief and 
bloodfhed, the affair was accommodated to the latisfaflion 
of all parties, partly by the authority of the emperor, and 
pai tly by the admonitions of Engelbert^ archbifhop of Cologn^ 
who did not long furvive the padficaiion ; for he wasbafely Engelbert 
affaflinated iti tVeJtphaha by the accomplices of Frederic, count arebbijhop 
de Jfemhert, whom he had threatened to chaftUe for his ex- ^/^ologn, 

Emcelbert had acquired fuch reputatioa in the em>"‘ 
l^re^pr his prodence and fage adnuni^tioB, that the mur* 
derer was, by the diet e£ Nwremierg, put t^ the ban of the^ 
empire, a price fet uj^q bis head, a^ he afterwards onder' 
went the lentence of excommuaicadon. *Th)ough he tnade 
ihift to BfcBpe from Germany at that jtmAnre, he was in 

« ^uiTrBLP. Hih. Pav. t. S. 

the 



t^tkcpkl d]^frrcheiiil4ii in dirgttif^ 
alive upon the wheel in the city rf (Mogn* ‘ The VAcamt Ab 
Was filled up by If^tiry dc Mslhmdri^ atid Efi^lkerf^t office 
et tutot to the young lung of the Rmofts^ conferred upon 
Lem^is, doke of Savatia 

Th 3S prince was juft returned from the caft, where the 
crufaids had been obliged to furrendet Damie^tata M^ledin^ 
foltan of Egypt, aher having been reduced to the greateft 
extremity The king of Jcrufalem, and the grand maftw 
of the Teutonic older, came to Europe at the feme time, in 
order to follicit fuccours from the princes of Chriftcfidoni. 
The pope, ineenfed at the lofs of I^amietta, wrote a very 
fevere letter to the emperor, taxing him with having facrK 
ficed the interefis of the ernfards, by delaying fo long to 
perform his vow, and threatening to excommunicate him 
immediately, if he would not foithwith depart at the head 
ot an army for their relief. Frederic, exalperited at thefe 
reproaches, renounced all correfpondence with his holinefs, 
rejicwed the authority ot the legation in Sicily, filled up the 
vacant fees and benefices, and expelled fome bifliops that 
were creatures df the pope, on pretence of their being con- 
cerned in prafliees againft the fiare. 
fbempe^ Honorius having received the complaints of the exiles, 

torrtducts the empGi'Or, by letters and ambafiadors, to re- 

thtnhih eftablifii them in their dignities add offices, reproaching him 
^NapIef,fQj. i^ig ralhnefs in piefuming to lift his hand againft the 
andquur^ fanftuary, in erefling himfclf as a judge over the eccleliafti- 
re s^it ftate, and ufurping the authority of the holy fee ; for 
he obferved, tliat if thofe* prefetes and officers had given 
tbnatfns ofrciicc, lie ottght 10 have addreffed himfelf to the pope, 
io excom- as head of the ecclcfmftical order, would have taken 

numcate cognirance of tlie matter, and decided according to the me- 
ktm, riu of the caofe. To this remonftrance the emperor ast- 
fweredr that fince the reign of Charlemagne, the empcroi^s 
had always an authority and fovereign jurifdiftion over the 
eoclefiaific ftate ; that as they hdd promoted the biftiops aud 
abbots to their dignities and benefices, they had Hkewifc o©- 
cafionally deprived them in cafe of mifeonduft or malveffo- 
tion ; trlut his grandfather Frederic 1. and his father Henry 
VI. had maimaitted this jurifdiftionin full force; and that te 
being elevated |d the feme ftation, pretended to the feme au- 
thority, of which he neither could nor would diveft hkttfelf, 
to the prejudice 8t the empire and his fucceftbrs. IVith re- 
gard to bis hereditary domiaidns, his nibther Conjlanee and 


^ Barre, t. v. p. 669* 
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wiio fhte grtat htsSLkk&^ A. D. 

cftuith 6f i^k, ‘ti^dt^cr eajoyed the fame prat^g^thro 1225. 

the elergy Na^i and Sidfy ; and tb^efdne the );xapt 
eonkl not jhftiy demand that he i^onld part \<dth the righ^ 
of bis fovereignty, br allow his holinefs to fit in judgment 
ttpoh ‘ the eedefidftius of his kingdoms* Not content with 
fending this private retndnftrance to the pope, he publifhed 
a-manifeflo the juft-ification of his condud^, and ordered 
hfe troops to march- to the froiities of the ecclefiaftical ftate. 

It was not long, however, before Homrius became feii- 
fible of his own impolitic condud:, in thus incurring the rO- 
featment of fuch a powerful prince, and thought proper to 
deprecate his anger by fotne fubmiflive apologies and gentle 
exhortations ^ in confequcnce of which they were reconciled, 
and conferred together at VeroH^ after the emperor had, as a 
proof of his fincerity and attachment to the church, piib- 
Bfiied fomc very fevere edidis agaiafi: herefy, which feem 
to have authorized the tribunal of the inquifition ®. A folemil 
affembly was afterwards held at Ferentino^ where both were 
prefent,* together with /oAw of Brienne^ king of Jenfalcm^ 

Who was come to Rome to demand fuccoUrs againfi: the foltan 
of Egypt. XbiS prince had an only daughter, named Toian^ 
da, whom he propofed as a wife to the emperor, together 
with the kingdom of Jertfalem after his own deccafe, on 
condition that Frederic would perform the vow he had made 
to go to the Holy Land. The pope, who paflionately de- 
fired to fee all the princes of ChriAendom engaged for the 
recovery of thefe facred places, and particularly longed to be 
rid of the emperor, that he himftlf might remain foie mailer 

Italy, readily agreed to the propofaK was in- 

irited to Rome, where he made peace with the pope, and engages t§ 
figned the marriage articles between himfclf and Tolatida, marry the 
who was heirefs in right of her mother Ifabel, only daughter of 
of Amaury, king of Jerufalem ^ ; and by thefe artklcs he Jerala- 
bound himfelf to fet out with an army in two years, for the 
recovery of the Holy Land. In confequence of this accom- 
modarion, ambaffadors were difpatched into Syria for the 
ptooefs, who was then at Ptolemais j but almoft two years 
clapfed before fhe arrived at Rjome, and Frederic began In 
carneft - to prepare for his expedition. The pope fent the 
cardinal Conrad into Germany, with letters rp all the metro^ 
j^litatis and their fuffragatis, exhorting them to affift the 
wperor in fuch a laudable cnierprize ; She Concurrence cR 

« PaTR. DE ViNcu, 1. i. ep. ac, ^ Macr. Hi£ 

deFir, lib*i. 
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Jdwh Vin. king of France, wa$ dTo folHdted $ the gr^ 
mafter of the Teutonic order carried letters frcmi Frederic to 
the king of the Remans^ deliring that prince to convoke % 
diet at Frankfort, in order to deliberate upon meafures for 
fending fuccours to the Holy Land; and the duke of Auflria^ 
and the landgrave of Thuringia, fignalized their zeal at that 
aflembly ; fo that the preparations were carried on with ex-* 
traordinary vigour, when Frederic was informed of a fecret 
league, in which the towns of Lombardy had engaged, with 
a view to renounce his authority. 

Confide- ’ He forthwith fent an account of this Confederacy to the 
racy of the pope, reprefenting, that he could not poffibly accomplifli his 
Lombard vow, without running the rifque of a general revolt in Italy 
to^ns a- againft the empire ; and Honorius, perfuaded of the juftice 
gainji the remonftrance, confcnted to his delaying his expedi-^ 

D longer, after he had fworn at San Gerntam, 

1226* that .he would certainly depart at the expiration of that 
term, on pain of excommunication g. 

Frederic Frlderic having obtained this reprieve, iffued orders 
€onn>okks for convening a general aflembly at Cremona, to which he in» 
an ajfem- vited all the towns of Italy, and the noblemen of the empire, 
hlyatCcc- by ciicular letters, diieftcd to each in particular. He like- 
mona, wife ordered his fon Henry to meet him at that place with a 
ftrong body of forces. The aflbeiated towns now pulled off 
the mafle, juftified their confederation by the authority of a 
treaty, which had been made at Conftance, between Frederic 
Barharojfa and the cities of Lombardy, impowering them to 
make and renew alliances one with another. As the reign- 
ing emperor had refufed confirm this article, they aflem- 
bled at Bozolo in the teiiitory of Mantua, where they re- 
newed their aflbeiation upon ojith, and refolved to levy 
troops to guard the pafles of the Alps againft the king of the 
Romans (Z). Accordingly, when that prince advanced as 
far as Trent, in his way to Cremona, he found the paflagq 
blocked up by the troops of Verona, and was obliged to re- 
turn without feeing his father ; while the confederates inti- 
mated to the German princes, that they had not taken arms 
with a view to feparate tbemfelves from the empire, insx 

Rainazu. adan. 122;. 

( Z ) The adbeiated towns Alexandria, Vicenza, and feve^ 
4W€re Mtlax, Bologna, Blaccn- ral others, reinforced by Btan* 
tia, Verona, Brefia, Mantua, marquis of Mwf(/frrur, 
Vercelli, Lrdi, Bergamo, Turin, Godfrey, couni of Romagna (i), 

(i) Sarre. f, v. 67S, 

folely 



C, ^ Wjfoty »f Geimt^, i^§ 

felely ia order to maiotain their rights aa^ li!)erty 
the eiicroachments of the emperor K 

While Frederic was employed in taking meafures for ^nrri/f 
difperling this dkogerous cloud thatfeemed to gather around again 
him, another difference arofe between him and Sonorius^ *wiib th 
touching the nomination of bifliops to the vacant fees of Sicily : 
this breadb was widened by the emperor’s refufing to com- 
ply with the demands of Conrad the legate, who had pro- 
pofed to the princes of Germany^ that, in order to relieve the 
preffing neceffitles of the Roman church, they fhould grans 
to the pope two prebendaries in every cathedral, and two 
cells in each monaftery . Frederic^ being informed of this cx» 
tiavagant propofal, gave the pope to underfland, that, as the 
affair concerned all Chriftendom, the empire Ihould conform 
to the refolutions of other Chriftian dates, who were folli- 
cited on the fame fubjeft. 

Hon OKI us, piqued at this rcpulfe, as well as at the inflex- 
ibility of Frederic on other occafions, refolvcd to prevent the 
aflcmbly at Cremona^ and aftually forbad the deputies at 
Spoleto to go thither, notwithftanding the repeated com- 
mands and threats of the emperor : a conteft which gave 
birth to a literary correfpondence, replete with rancour and 
reproach. He taxed the pope with envy, malice, and up- 
braided him in particular with having granted an afylum to 
his rebellious fubjefts. Honorius, on the other hand, ac- 
cufed him of ingratitude, obflinacy, pride, and cruelty to- 
wards his father-in-law, the king of Jerufalem; for by this 
time Frederic's man iage with Tglanda had been folemnized 
with great magnificence at Rome% and in a little time after 
the ceremony, which was performed by the pope, he had 
extorted fiom John deBrienne a cefiion of his right and title 
to the kingdom of Jerufalem 

Notwithstanding all the engines the pope could let HoUsan 
at work to tiavcrfe the defigns of Frederic^ that prince re- ajjimbly 
paired to Cremona at the appointed time, where he was met atCttmm- 
"by the deputies from the well ajfftfted towns, and divers na. 
fubjefts of importance were dilbufled at the alfembly, tho* 
nothing of confequence was decided. Fiom thence he 
marched towards Milan, and fummoned the citizens to ad- 
mit him, that he might be crowned king of Lombardy : but 
he fuflained a repulm, and finding him& incapable at that 
time of revenging the infult, he refolvcdHo punilh them in 
the interefts of thek* allies, and aflually deprived Bologna of 

^ Antiq. Gofl. adan. 1226. > Ap Rain, ad an. 1226. 
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Peace eon- kifc which, he tranflatcd to Napf^, 4^4 Wwi 54 

eluded with extraordinary priviUges ; though it was afterwards re? 
nvith the jjored \o Bfdogm at the peace, which was effbfted h/ the 
Lombard j^i^ticxa of the pp^, whom the emperor vilited at R^ati, 
reconciled to his intcreft ^ (A). 

A. D. footier concluded, than his holinefs re?, 

minded the emperor of his vow, obferved, that the time fpr 
executing his promife approached, and preffed him to take 
7 'he pope meafures for bis fpeedy departure j but he died before he 
dies, and could fee the execution of this great defign, which he had 
is fuccced fo much at heart, and was fucceeded in his office, as well as 
edby Gre- maxims, by Gregory IX. a kinfmau of thefe two counts^ 
gory IX. as we have already . obferved, Frederic had pro* 

feribed and banifhed from the kingdom of Naples, 

During thefe tranfadions a diet was held at j^ix la Cha- 
pelle, for the coronation of Agnes, wife of Henry, king of 
the Romans, where that prince decided a difference between 
the town of Verdun and its bifhop Rodolphus, fubjetting 
the inhabitants to the prelate’s jurifdidllonj and this fentence 
produced an infurreftion and open war between the parties, 
which was, however, foon terminated by accommodation^ 

A. D. Henry, count palatine of the Rhine, and brother of the 
*227* emperor IV. dying at this conjundture without male 
ifFue, Henry, marquis of Baden, who had married his eldeft 
daughter, fold his pretenfions upon Brunfwic to the emperor ; 
and the king .of the Romans attempted to take pofTcffion, but 
was prevented by Otho of Saxony, fon of William, duke of 
Lunenburg, foie male heir of Henry the Lion, who fecured 
the place with a ftrong garrifbn, confiding in an alliance, 
offenfivc and defenfive, which he had made with the king of 
Penmark, It was in confequence of this treaty that Otho 


^ Ric. aSanfl. Germ, 2226. 

(A) The pope, being chofen that it fhould make peace with 
arbitrator, decreed, that the em> all the towns, places, and p^« 
peror fhould fupprefs all his re- fon% attached to the emperor^ 
fentment, revoke all the fen* and annul all contrary proceed^ 
fences he had pafTed, and the ings ; that it fhould obferve aH 
conilitutions he had enabled, the conilitutions and laws pqb^ 
againil the confederacy, which ' iifhed by the Roman churchy 
on its part fhould furnifh the or the emperors, againft herefy^ 
emperor wjth 4oo>knighta for and revoke thofe whkh h^ 
two years, in his expedition been enaflad to the prejudice 
againii the Saracens of the eafl ; the ecclefiafiic liberty ( 1 }. 

♦ 

( 1} De Bmlsi, xi 
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bahtoni^ of whp h^kd reyoUiMi ji&er h^fliigpriJ^tiS^i 
lecured the q^uateqance and protean of the ompefor. 

Frederic, who repined to fee that town difuaembfredXubcc ^a- 
from the empire, fent orders to the arqhhiihop of the 

the duke of Saxmy^ the counts of Schwmn, ^cklenhpurg^ Dan^ 
and Oldenbourg^ to give all poffible afliftance to the 
of Liibecy in cafe they fhould be attacked by the king of Den- 
mark^ whofe garrifon they had expelled. Accordingly, 
when Waldemar took thd field in order to revenge this inluU# 
thofe princes aflembled an army to oppofe him> after hia iri- 
ruption into Holftein^ and an obftinate battle enfued, in which 
he loft one eye and was defeated, and his nephew Otho of^ j)en^ 
lAinenhurg taken prifoner. This difgrace ferved only to ani- mark // 
mate his courage; he raifed another army with incredible 
expedition, deftroyed the country of Dithmarfie with fire 
and fjvord, and having ravaged the northern part of Holficin^ 
returned to Denmark to recruit his army. Mean while the Lawem* 
confederates, under the conduft of the duke of Saxony\ took burg, and 
Mollen^ Ratzeburg^ and fome other places in Loiuer Saxony , other 
which the Danes had poflefled for fome time ; then they in- peaces in 
vefted Lawemburgf which was a place of fuch confcquencie, Lower 
that Waldemar marched to its lelief, and was employed in 
cutting off the convoys of the bcfiegers, when being alarmed 
with a falfe report that the king of the Romans Was on ijs 
march to join the allies, he retreated with great precipitation 
to his own dominions, and the town was obliged to furren- 
der h 

Gregory was no fooner raifed to the chaii* of St, Peter^ 
than he fent a legate a latere to prefs Frederic to the execu- 
tion of the promife he had fo folemnly made, or in cafe of 
refufaj, to threaten him with a fcntence of excommunica- 
tion, which he had voluntaiily inclined. Frederic finding p^ederic 
he could no longer defer his departure, cfpocially as feveral fets jatl 
princes, a gieat number of noblemen, and others, bed ar - Jrom 
rived from aft the kingdoms in Chriftcndom, in order to ac- Brundifi, 
company him in the crufide, ordered hi$ fleet to be equipped ord puts 
with all expedition, and aftually fet fail horn Brundift with 
a moft magnificent equipage, and very powerful* armament* A. D. 
But being taken ill atom three days after he put to fea, he 
returned with his houfhold to the pprt from whence he had 
fet out, apd gave orders for his army to pjjoceed to the Le- 
vant, The pope, incenfed at this quick return, declared, 
with the qonlent of^all the cardinals, that he had incurred 

1 PoNTAN* rcrujn Daji. Hift. 
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die penalty of exconmitttficatiQfn» ahd rtodereii hlxofiff lata* 
of the imperial digi|ity ; and Kti letters Ti^itten , td all 
thekingS) princes^ and prelates of ChriAendom, heekplsiiiikedi' 
the reafons that Influenced his conduQ in this affair, giving 
them to underftaodi that the emperot had voluntarily fub^* 
mined to the fentence, in cafe he ihould not perform his vow, 
and threatening to proceed againft him in a rigorous man^* * 
ner. 

On the other hand, Frederic publi/hed letters and mani* 
felloes, vindicating his own conduct, promifing to accomplifli 
his vow as foon as his health Ihould permit, and enumerating 
the ill offices which had been done him by the prefent pope 
and bis prcdecelTors 5 but whatever effefl this juftification 
had with other fovereigns in his favour, the confederated 
towns of Lombardy made tliis breach between him and the 
pope a pretence for revolting, and endeavouring by pro* 
mifes and threats to engage in their aflbeiatioa thofe cities 
which were affcfled to the emperor. 

Frederic, incenfed at the infoletice and malice of the 
pope, who had excited all thefc commotions to the prejudice 
of his intcreft and reputation, refolved to be revenged upon the 
fee of Romef and began by confiftating the effefts and expel- 
ling the perfons of all thofe ecclefiaftics within his dominions, 
who had treated him as an excommunicated prince. He or- 
dered all the pope’s couriers to be apprehended, ravaged the 
lands of St, Peter's patrimony in Apulia^ and pillaged the 
houfes of the templars, whom he confidered as his inveterate 
enemies, 

Frederic Gregory was no foondr informed of thefe proceedings, 
is excom^ he called a council, in which the fentence of excommu- 
xtunie^ed^ nication was repeated againft the emperor, and all priefts for- 
bid to perform divine fervice in his prefence, on pain of pri- 

izau. 

vauon. 

The emperor thinking the caufe of his return was more 
than fofficient to exempt him from the trouble of proceed- 
ing on the voyage, left no ftone unturned to mortify the pope, 
in return for the fentence which he had twice pronounced 
againft him; andfucceeded fo well in his endeavours, by the 
addrefs and power of Frangipani^ and other rich nobleinen 
of Rme^ who were attached to his intereft, that his holi- 
nefs was obliged to quit that city and take refuge at Pem^ 
gia ", It was ugon this occafion that in Rome^ as well as in 
other parts of Italy^ the animofity between the Guelphs and 

*• Ann. Boior, Jon. Aventin, 1. vii, p. 5 jk ® Uspbro* 

Greg. Alb. Stad. Sigon. 1 . xvii. 
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GihUfws J:^?iv(5d, after it had laia dormant fince Co^tai Ilf* The am- 

tinder whom it firft appeared. Mean while Frederic^ in or- of 

der to remot^e the caufe of all tbofe excommunications^ wa^ 

brefled by his friends to perform his vow: befides, the 

tcreft of his youug fon Conrad^ whom he had by Tolanda^ Gibe* 

who was lately dead, prompted him to go and take pofief- 

lion of the kingdom o^crufalm^ 

• I'hus determined, he aflembled at Barletta all the gran- 
dees of Sicily^ together with the German noblemen who had 
accompanied him to heJyt declared his deilgn of departing 
immediately for the ffoty Land, and his laft will being c*c^ 
exafted of all prefent an oath, by which they bound them- 
felves to fee it executed in cafe he fhould die in the expedi- 
tion. The pope, infoimed of his Intention, lent him a for 
mal meilage, forbidding him to proceed before he ftiould be 
abfolved of the cenfurcs of the church. Notwithftanding this 
prohibition, he embarked and failed to Cyprus, wheie he 
ftaid fome time, then proceeded for the port of Ptoletnah. 

Novel thelefs, before he went on boatd, he fen t a letter to 
the pope, giving him to underftand, that he had left rull 
powcis with bis lieutenant Rcnaldo, duke of Spoleto, to ne* 
gociate and conclude an accommodation. But Gregory rc- 
fufing to treat with that nobleman, whom he confidered as 
apeilecutor of the chuich, Renatdo entered St, Peter^s patii- 
moiiy with an aimy, compofed of Germans 2 Xid Sicilian Sara^ 
cenSy and laid wafte^the whole country. The pope, in revenge 
for thefe outrages, excommunicated the lieutenant, laifed an 
aimy to oppofe him, the command of which was given to 
John de Briennty king of JcruJalem, excited a new revolt 
againft the emperor among the Lombard towns, and all Itafy 
was involved in the horrors of a civil war. 


MhAN v^hile Frederic met with a very cold reception in 
his kingdom of Jerufaiern ; for the patriarch, and the knights 
of the hofpital, temple, and Teutonic order, had been pre* 
pofTcfled againft him by the letters of Gregory , who repre- 
fedted him as a perjured and excommunicated finner. Nay, 
the grand mafteis abfolutely refufed to march againft the ene- 
my while he commanded in chief; fo that he was fain to 
copfent that all orders IhouLl be given in the name of the 
duke of Limbourg, who was fecond in command. This was 
not the only moitihcation he endured. MeLvlin, folt^n of 
Egypt, had two very numerous armks in thf field : the cru- 
fard troops, including the knights, did not exceed 15,000 
men; and he receiv^!d difpatches from the count d'Jcerra, 
governor of Sicily, by which he learned that his Sicilian 
dominions were in great danger from the army of John de 
Mo0.H1ST.VoL. XXIX. O ^rienne^ 
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SriennCt who afpired at the imperial throne, and had even 
laid fnarcs, and contrived ftratagems, for apprehending the 
. perfon of Frederic^ in his return from Paleftine 
Frederic These confiderations extinguifhed all his hopes of makiU]^ 
0cneludei a conc\\xd^% in the eaft, and induced him to grant a truc6 
truce ivithoi ten ycars xo Melediriy on condition that the Chriftiaps 
the Sara- flioiild retain Jerufalem : having therefore been crowned In 
tens; that city, and left a ftrong garrifon In the place, as well as 
in fome other towns, he returned with an empty title, which 
from that time hath been preferved by the kings of Sicily • ** 
(B). On his arrival at Naples from the Holy Land, he found 
the pope had been very adVive againft him in his abfence, and 
difavowed the treaty which he had concluded with the fol- 
tan, as a reproach upon the Chriftian name^ for which rea- 
fon he refufed to abfolve him from the fentence of excommu- 
nication. 

Frederic, perceiving he had nothing to hope from the 
favour of his holinefs, put his troops in motion, and retook 
feveral ftrong places, of which the pope had deprived him 
in his abfence, employing in this conqueft the very forces he 
had raifed for the Syrian expedition. 

Gregory publiQied bulls, fent ambafladors to demand 
fuccours from all the princes of Europe^ thoitgh his remon- 
ftrances had no efFeft, except among the confederates of lom- 
hardyy who exerted themfelves in his behalf; and, laftly, 
as the fevereft mark of his refentment, repeated the fentence 
of excommunication, with an additional claufe, abfolving 
all the fubjefts of Frederic from their oath of allegiance. 

• Math. Paris, an. 1229. p Ann. Boior. Jo. Avert. 

1. vii. p. 531. 


(B) If we confider the arti- 
cles of this peace, againft which 
the pope fo bitterly exclaimed, 
and refteft upon the iituation of 
the Chriftians in the H 9 ly Landy 
we can have no reafon to think 
the truce was difgraceful to the 
emperor, or difadvantageous to 
the caafe of Chriftianity. The 
Saracens reieafed all the prifon- 
ers, and yielded up yeru/alenty 
with the whole ^duntry.as far as 
yeppdy that the Chriftians might 
pais and repafs unmolefted be- 


tween the city and the Tea: they 
like wife reftored to Frederic y 
Betblemy Naxarethy and all the 
country between yerufaUm and 
jtcoHy or Ptclemaisy together 
with Tyrey Sidosty and the neigh- 
bouring territories; and it was 
ftipulaced, that the emperor 
(hould be allowed to repair all 
the fortifications in Syria and 
Paleftine i whereas the Saracens 
were excluded front that priVi- 
lege(0. 


(i) AttM, an Btitr, lii, vii. p, 531. 
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At the fame time he again excommunicated the dbkeof 5 /^- 
hto^ his brother zni. Theodore Comnetius,^ prineb 

of BpiruSy \yho had follicitcd the fricndfhip of the emperor, 
and even affifted him with troops 

Frederic, after having expelled all the pipe’s garrifons, 
pillaged the towns and villages belonging to the holy fee, and 
ravaged the country to the very gates of Rome^ he was advifed 
by St. Lewis, king of France^ to lirten to an accommodation. 

He accordingly fent as ambaffadors to Rome, Berthold, pa* 
triarch of Aquileia, Everhard, biftiop of Salt^hurg, Scifried, 
hifliop of Ratifhon, Swo/d, bifliop of Augfbiirg, and Leopold, 

©f Anjlfia\ but the pope received them fo coldly, and kept 
his pretenfions fo high, that they returned without having 
come to any conclufion. 

Tins indifference proceeded from his confidence In the 
talents of Otho, whom he had fent as his legate to excite 
troubles in Germany. That agent tampered in fecrct with 
the duke of Bnmfwic, whom he knew to be difaffe^fled to 
Frederic, expatiated upon the wrongs and difgrnces which 
his family had fuffered from the emperors fince the reign of 
Barharojja, and promifed, in the name of the pope, that he 
fi]ould be elevated to the imperial throne, provided he would 
exert hiinfelf in forming a party againft Frederic. The di\ke, 
notwithftanding the fuggeiUons of his ambition and revenge, 
refufed to engage in fach a dangerous enterprize, which he 
had neither troops nor money to atchieve. The legate, 
repnlffcd in this quarter, convoked, in the name of his holi- 
nefs, an a/Tembly of the princes at tVirtzburg, where, after 
having previoufly founded every individual in private, he 
uttered a long harangue, exhorting them to eleft a new’’ em- 
peror in the loom of Frederic, who was excommunicated 
and depofed* 

His fpeech was received with Indignation, both by the 
ccclefiaftic and fccular princes, who broke up the alfcm- 
bly in fuch a tumultuous manner, that the legate thought 
of nothing but confulting the fafety of his own perfon ; and 
Gregory being made acquainted with the bad fuccefs of his 
endeavours, became more traftable, and better difpofed to- 
wards a pacification. He even intimated thefe fentiments io^omet toMft 
the emperor, \vho next year fent back Leopold with the grand ^^^®/***^* 
mafterof the Teutonic order, and then concltjded a treaty oldAtton 
* J>eace, promifuig, in the emperor’s name to pay 20,000 ^ 

pieces of gold, to repair the damage he hSd done in pillag- 
ing the towns belonging to the holy fee. The ratifications 123©! 

^ Eptft. apadRaiN. n. yf, . 
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of this treaty being exchanged, Frederic waited upon thi 
pope at Anagnit where he was abfolved from the fentenct of 
the church, and magnificently entertained by his holinefs^ 
in token of a perfect reconciliation K 

Notwithstanding this agreement, the cities of lom- 
bardy, which had withdrawn themfelvcs from the einpcror^s 
dominion during his quarrel with the pope, refufed to re- 
turn to their duty, of liften to any terms of accommodation'; 
fo that Frederic^ in a diet held at Aqvileia, refolved to reduce 
Is employed thtm by force. In this undertaking he confumed five years 
in the re- Without great fuccefs, becaufe his operations were often in- 
duflion of teiTupted by the affairs of Naples and Sicily ; and at laft he 
Lombar* \tras obliged to abandon the enrerprize, in order to quell the 
difturbances which had happened in Germany during his 
long abfence. He accordingly fet out for the empire, ufing 
the more expedition in his journey, becaufe he iinderffood 
his fon Henry was employed in forming a confpiracy againft 
him. 

This prince had engaged in his intereft the cities of Milan 
and Bologna, the inhabitants of which hoped to render them- 
felves independent, by fomenting a quarrel between the fa- 
ther and the fon ; the bifhop of Strajhoxirg, and almoft all 
the towns upon the Rhine, from Bq/il to Cologne, declared 
for Henry, whole party was likewife efpoufed by Frederic, duke 
of Aujiria. Thus fupported he convoked a diet at Boppart, 
where he explained the pretended motives of his defeftion,' 
by complaining of the frequent quarrels between his fathet* 
and the pope, which coilld not fail to be prejudicial to the 
empire, and of the little authority which was veiled in him- 
felf, who, as king of the Romans, ought to govern the em- 
pire in the abfence of the emperor. Thefe reafons, though 
approved by great part of the affembly, were not fatisfa^lory 
to the duke of Bavaria, and Herman, marquis of Baden, 
who adhering to their duty, fent an account of this rebel- 
lion to Frederic, and exhorted him to come in perfon and 
difpel the ftorm. 

He no fooner received this intimation than he began his 
journey, and on his arrival in Germany held a diet at Mefitz, 
where he employed his whole care and attention in repairing 
tfiofe diforders. He, in concert with the princes and Hates or 
the empire, ena<?l'cd feveral laws and conftitutions For the ad- 
miniftration of juijice, and the re-eftablifhment of difeipline 
and policy, both with regard to fecnlars and ecclefiaftics ; 
and, In a word, omitted nothing which could contribute 

^ SxRt V. period, 7, fe^. 6. Krantz, lib. viii. c. 5. 
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to jlie public tranquillity. His fon having been convift- / 7 «/ 
viiSed of rebellion, and of having entered into a confederacy Henry is 
againft: the emperor, iiiilcad of being punifhed according to 
his demand was fent to Sicily^ that he might be removed at a 
good diftance from the dangerous connexions he had made. 

Among other regulations made at this convention, the dif- 
ference was terminated between the emperor and Othooi hu- 
nenburg^ who had feized by force of arms thecaftles and towns 
of Brunfwic and Lunenburg^ on pretence of being heir to his 
grandfather Henry the Lion, Frederic ere<Sled thefe into duchies, 
of which he bellowed the inveftiture upon .together with 
an authentic patent or charter, by which the mediate nobi- 
lity, the citizens oi Brnnfivic^ the inhabitants of its territory, 
and of Student were commanded to receive Otho as their 
duke, to take the oath of allegiance to him, and obey him 
as their lord, according to the laws and cuftains of the em- 
pire 

Mean while he carried on levies for railing a llrong army, 
that he might once more return to Lombardy, and fubdue the 
cities which were alTociated againft him. About this time 
too he married the princefs Lfahcllay daughter of John^ king 
of England, The pope being apprehenfive of the emperor’s 
return into Italy, fent a nuncio to diffuade him from that 
expedition, and even proffered, if he would leave the affair 
of the revolted towns to his holinefs, he would engage they 
lliould return to their duty and dependence upon the em- 
pire. Frederic, however, looking upon this promife as 
a fnare laid for him, refufed tp accept the mediation pro- 
pofed, and continued unlhaken in his refolutipn. He there- 1236. 
fore let out upon this expedition, and when he entered Frederic 
Lombardy fome Hates fubmitted of their own accord, and returns to 
others were reduced by force ; but the principal cities Hill Italy, 
held out againft him, confiding in the fuccours which they 
had received from the Venetians, and in the fiipport which 
they and their confederates cxpefled from Henry, king of 
the Romans, who had engaged in their caufe at the inftiga* 
tion of the court of Rome. Nay, that prince, befides this re- 
bellious engagement, had continued his fecret praftices with 
feveral princes of Germany, who had promifed to affift him 
on any emergency, and among others with the duke of 
Juftria, upon whom the emperor had conferred the title of 
king. • 

Frederic, being apprized of this new confpJfacy, con- 
ceived fuch indignation againft his fon as intirely fwallowcd 

* Ereft. Ducal. BrimCw. apud Meibom, t, ii. 
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the grudge' he bore the pope, to whom he now made f«ch 
advances, as prevailed Upon his holinefs to declare againft 
Henry ^ and to prohibit the princes and ftates of the empire, 
under pain of excommunication, to yield him fuccour or 
obedience. This fpiritual authority efFedlually retained tho 
Confines his fubjedts in their duty ; and the emperor, having ordered his 
/ff/j Henry, fon to be narrowly watched, at length found means to appre- 
hend and confine him in a caftle of Jpulia^ where he after- 
wards died ^ 

That the remains of this confpiracy might be cxtln- 
guifhed, he ordered the dukes of Bohemia and Bavaria to 
take arms againft Frederic duke of Jitjtria, piince Henry's 
accomplice, until he himfelf ftiould be able to come and 
chaftife him in pciTon. It was not long before he enjoyed 
tliat opportunity ; for having in fome meafure fettled the af- 
fairs of Italy y and I6ft the pope in terms of peace, he re- 
turned to Germany^ ravaged the Aujlrian dominions with fire 
and fword, and at laft made himfelf mailer of the city of 
Vienna^ where he founded the univerfity that now fubfills 
Conrad, After this expedition he affcmblcd the ftates of the empire, 
hisfecond that they might eleft his fon Conrad king of the Romans \ and 
fon, is that young prince was accordingly confirmed ffie fame year, 
minted kwg j^nother alfembly held in the city of Spire The affiiiis 

of the Ro- Q^jrmany, and the fucceffiou, being fettled in this manner, 
he forthwith refolved to repair a^ain into Italy, having ftill 
at heart the reduftion of thofe cities of Lomhardy, which ftill 
remained in arms, on pretence of defending thofe privileges 
which were granted to them by Frederic Barharofj'a, The 
army, which he now led into Italy, being very niuneious 
and formidable, the city of Padua immccliiUely furrendered ; 
fi)me other places, that made refiftance, he facked, in order 
to intimidate the reft 5 and all of a fudden turned his whole 
forces againft Milan, which was the centre of the league, 
and where all their troops were joined ; fo that, feeing their 
army equal in number to that of the emperor, they refolved 
to wait him in the field. Accordingly a furious battle en- 
The rmpe- fued, the event of which was long doubtful ; but after it 
ror obtains raged for fcveral hours with great carnage, the vi(ftory 
« fui^ory declared for the emperor , Their general, Petro Tiepolo, 
over the together with their other chiefs, 

^ A*^I) taken prifoners, Frederic ordered them all to be put ro 

-2^7 byi,the hand of the common hangman; and purfuing 

^ his advantage, attacked feveral places, f6me of which he pil- 

t Heiss Hid. L xi. c. 16. ® Sazius, I. iii. c. 5. * Cluon. 

Aull p. 323. ^ Sjgon. I. i c. 8. 
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lagpd and burnt, referving Milan for the laft monument of 
his refentment. This battle would have been decifive, and 
the Lombard cities intirel)' fubdued, had Frederic a pro- 
per ufe of his viftory, and proceeded with his warlike ope- 
rations; but, inftead of exerting himfelf in this manner, he 
continued inaflive at Cremon>j^ and allowed his enemies to 
refpire. In the fpring he marched into Piedmont^ and ex- 
afted the oath of allegiance from the inhabitants of Vcrccil, 

Turin, and other towns in that province. He aftei wards 
convoked an afTcmbly at Pavia, in which he confirmed the 
privileges and revived the antient laws of the Lombard 
towns which were attached to his inrereft. The citizens of 
Milan I'ued for peace by the interceilion of the pope; but, 
as Frederic upon their fuirendeiiug at diferetion, they 

rcfolved to perifii rather than fubinit to his mercy, and made 
all the necelTary prepar ations for continuing the war 

Pope (Gregory, ienfibly touched with the fuccefs of Fre* 
deric's arms, and particulaily piqued at an edi6t which he 
had publllhcd to reform the abufe of ecclefiaftic tribunals ; 
incenfed, moreover, at his feizing the revenues of vacant bi- 
jflxoprics in Sicily, and beftowing upon his natural fon Entius 
the kingdom of Sardinia as feudatory of the empire, whereas 
he ( Gregory ) pretended it was a fief of Roman church ; the 

pope, I fay, infpired by thefe concurring motives, aflbciated him- 
felf with the Venetians and' the cities of Lombardy, and was 
Reconciled with Rome, from whence he had long ago been 
obliged to retire. On his return to that city, he fent a nun- 
cio to the emperor, exhorting jiim to defift from thofe vio- 
lences, in confideration of the favours he had received from 
the holy fee ; but Frederic, who had been informed of his 
fecret conneftipns with the league,, difmified the nuncio with- 
out an anfwer ; upon which his holinefs fent back three car- 
dinals upon the fame errand, who being treated with the 
fame difregard, he had recourfe to thofe weapons which he 
had formerly ufed againft him. A new excommunication ^ A ay^ain 
was fulminated, and a bull fent into Germany to fow divi- 
fion between the emperor and the princes and ftates of 
empire, who were fubjefted to the fame fen tence, provided 
they (hould perfift in their allegiance and attachment to Fre- 
4 ^ric (C). He likewife eildea,voured to engage Louis in 

® Pbtr. dr Vineis, Ep. 7, ■ B^rrb, 1 , v. p 745. 

(C) In order to pre the read- Gr/^ary’s bull againft Fredtrie, 
cr a juft notion of the charity which he fent to>thc archbifliop 
and Chriftian forbearance of the of Mentx,. 
popes, wc lhall tranflatc part of “ A bcaft of blafphemy, re- 
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his mtereft, and lent a legate to prejudice bitjt againll the 
perfon and religion of the emperor^ as well as to make a 
proffer of the Imperial crown to his brother prince Robert^ 
count of Artois But Louis would have no hand in fuch 
violent proceedings ; and plainly gave him to iindcrftand^ 
that, granting he was difpofed to ^embrace the propofal, tho 
pope had no power or authority, either to dclhruae the em- 
peror, or give away the empire. 

Frederic, who was Padua when he received the news 
of this excommunication, ordered Peter dc Vinels^ his chan- 
cellor, to read an anfwer to it before the wliole army, in 
wJiich he refuted the calumnies which were invented and 
propagated to his prejudice ^ ; and this anfwer he fenr into 
Germany^ for the vindication of his honour and integrity, 

** Mez. Abr. Chr. t. i. p. 443, ® Krantz, 1 . viii. c. 7, 

Hfiss, 1. xi. c. 16. 


** plete with n.^mes, is rifen ffoin 
the fea, with the feet of a 
“ bear, the face of a lion* and 
“ members of other different a- 
“ nimals ; which, like the pard, 
“ hath opened its m >uth in 
blalphcmy againft the holy 
name j not even fearing to 
throw the arrows of calumny 
“ againft the tabernacle of God, 
“ and the iaints that dwell in 
heaven This beaff, deffrous^ 
of breaking every thing hi 
pieces with us n on teeth and 
nails, and of tianipling all 
** things under its it er, hath al- 
ready prepared private bat- 
lering lams againft the wall 
“ of the CiUhohe faith j and now 
f' raifci open machines, in eredf 
ing foui'deftioying fchools of 
** Ij7^maelit€s ; rUing, according 
to report^ in oppofition to 
** Chrifl the Redeemer of man- 
V kind, the tab!(;s of whofc 
covenant he attempts to abo- 
li(h with the pen 'of wicked 
“ herefy : — be not therefore fur- 
V. jpri;iied at the malice of this 


** blafphemous beaft, if we, who 
are the fervant of the Al- 
** mighty, Ihould be expofed to 
the arrows of his dehrudtion. ’* 
This king of plagues was even 
heard to fay, “ That the whole 
•• world had been deceived by 
** three mountebanks ; namely 
“ Jefus Chrift, Mo/fs^ and Ma* 
** and openly affirmed, 

“ That two of them fupported 
“ their glory to the iaft ; but 
“ the third was difgraccfully 
“ crucified ” 

Nor does Frederic feem to 
have been deficient in epithets 
of the fame nature ; for, m his 
apology to the princes of Ger- 
many^ be calls the pope, ** That 
“ wild beaft of which it is writ- 
“ ten and, Another red 
“ horfe arofe from the fea, and 
** he that fat upon him took 
“ peace from the earth : — this 
great dragon, which feduced 
** the whole earth, is antichrift, 
“ whofc forerunner he affirmed 
M us to be(l{.” 


(f) Goh, Perf^ Cefmed, vit r. 64, 
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There it produced all the efteft he could defirc m the minds 
ol the princes, and kept all the members, of the empire 
firmly united to thdr chief. Frederic, finding he had no- am 
thing to fear from that quarter, refolved to be amply revenged attempt 
upon the Romans, and fufpended all his other operations in *tpon 
order to march to Rome, where he thought his party was Rome,tfjfrf 
flrong enough to procure his admiffion ; but the pope, fe- ^^jearrUu 
con tied by his clergy, beftirred themfelvcs fo artfully among ^ 
the people, that this his favourite defjgn proved abortive. ^^39* 

It was upon this occafion that they engaged in a crufade 
agalnft him as an enemy of the Chriltian faith ; a ftep by 
which he was inceiifed to fuch a degree, that he ordered all 
the prifoners who wore the crofs to be expofed to the moft 
cruel tortures 

The emperor, baffled in his favourite fcheme, ravaged 
the march of Trevifano, and entered the MiJanefe, in order 
to bcfiege the capital ; but the inhabitants, having alTcmbled 
all their own troops and thofe of their allies, engaged him 
in the open field, where, after a very obftinate and bloody 
difpute, his army was intlrely routed ; though, by favour of 
the night, he made ftiift to retreat into the territory of Pla^ 
centia. There he ordered the bridge to broken down, to pre- 
vent the purfuit of the enemy ; and, in confequence of this 
expedient, he had time to reach Tufeany, where his troops 
enjoyed feme repofe. 

Mean while all Italy became a prey to the two faftions of 
the Giielphs and the Gibelines, which involved cities, rela- 
tions, and even private families, m troubles, divifions, and 
civil butchery, where no quarter was given on either fide. 

Frederic was looked upon by the Guclps as a Mahometan, and 
aa enemy to the Chriftian name ; and he, on the other hand, 
treated the Gticlphs with the utmoft arueliy and contempt. 

the mifearriage of his attempt u^owRome, he took the Takes 
road 10 Naples, and took vengeance upon all the Guefphs that vengeance 
fell in his way, giving quarter to none who were found in 
arms, hut expelling, exiling, or imprifoning, the ecclefiallics, 
and even the cardinals ; fome of whom happened to fall into 
his hands. The pope having called a gencrid council iu 
Rome, many prelates from France and other countries afiem* 
bled at Ge^wa, where five-and-twenty gallies being armed for 
their defence, and joined wic^ thofe belonging to tfie pope, 
they Jet fail for Rome under that convoy ; bii-t being met by 
the gallies of the Si^lians and Pifans, wlio were in the em- 
peror's fervice, a battle was fought, in which three of the 

^ Khantz, ubi fupra* 

^ , Cenoefe 
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Genoefe gaHies were lunk, and the reft taken, with three car- 
dinals, and a great number of archbiftiops, biftiops, and 
other ecciefiafttcs In a word, this animofity raged with 
incredible obftinucy and rancour on both fides till the pope’s 
death ; and he being fucceeded by Celejlin IV. who enjoyed 
the papacy but eighteen days, the holy fee remained vacant for 
twenty months, during which frequently foil i cited the 
cardinals to a new eleftion, though he Hill refufed to releafe 
thofe he had taken prifoners ; but they as abfolutely infifting 
upon the enlargement of their brethren before they would 
fill up the vacancy, he was at length prevailed upon to let 
Innocent them at liberty ; and the whole college repairing to W/irigni, 

IV. is eiedled Innocent IV. the cardinal who of all others had ex- 

preffed the greateft regard for the emperor and his intereft. 
pope; Accordingly that prince was congratulated upon his promo- 

A* tion ; but Frederic^ who had more penetration, replied, that 

*^43’ he had no reafon to rejoice at an event which deprived him 

of the friendftiip of a cardinal, and in tailed upon him the 
hatred of a pope Nor was he deceived in his progiioftic. . 

The chief care of the new pope and his cardinals was to 
procure peace for Italy, which the emperor would not grant, 
but on condition of keeping what he poflefled ; whereas his 
holinefs demanded reftitution of the‘ towns which had been 
taken from the church, as the only bafis of a fincere and 
folid accommodation ; and infifted upon his doing homage 
for the kingdom of Naples. Though the emperor refuted to 
comply with thefe demands, he offered to refer the difpute 
to the decifion of the kings of France and England i but /w- 
nocent would not fubmit to this arbitration. At length they 
agreed to an interview in the city of Caftello, in order to 
difeufs thefe points, and compromife the affair ; but whether 
the pope had been really apprized of the emperor’s intention 
to feizeupon his perfon, as he affefted to give out, or only 
fpread that report as a fpecious pretext for declining the in- 
terview, certain it is he would not keep the appointment; 
and underftanding that Frederic was incenfed againft him for 
files into that reafon, he refolved to elude his refentment by flying for 
France; refuge into With this defign he privately fent for 

the Genoefe gallies, in which he embarked for Civita Vecebia,^ 
convokes a and was convoyed to Genoa ; from whence, pa/fing through 
council at Savoy, he arrived in fafety at where he imtnediarely 

T^yons ; took meafures for convoking a general council ; fending his 
bulls to the archbiftiops, bilho^s, and prelates of Germany^ 

« Mezerai Abrege Cbronolog. t. i. p 4^2. ^ KnANTa, 

d. viii. c. 9 . • 


France^ 
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France, Italy ^ and other kingdoms, that they might aflembte 
at Lyons ott the twenty-fourth of Jtme, to deliberate on the 
meafures which (hould be taken for the fecurity and advan- 
tage of the church. In confequencc of this call a great 
many prelates repaired to Lyons, where the emperor was 
fummoned to appear, in order to purge himfdf of what was 
laid to his charge, and threatened with the thunder of the 
church, in cafe he ftiould fail in his obedience. Though 
this citation appeared very ftrange to the emperor, who ob- 
ferved that the pope had erefled hlmfelf into a fovereign 
judge, whereas all the councils pf old had been convoked by 
the emperors, where the popes and prelates did homage, 
and obeyed them as their natural lords, he did not fail, 
however, to fend ambafladors lo Lyons, who fairly refuted 
all the accufations of the pope, and juftifi^d him with fuch 
fuccefs, that feveral members of the affembly declared in his 
favour. Neverthelefs, he was excommunicated ® (D) : but he and ex- 
was very little concerned at this fentence ; which, when he communi- 
heard, I was, faid he, before this excommunication, obc- cates the 
“ dient to the pope and the laws of the church; but now, emperor. 
that he has difpenfed with my duty in that particular, 1 
neither owe him obedience nor refpeft, and continue em- '*45* 
“ peror notwithftanding.” The pope was very much cha- 
grined at this contempt, and repented of having carried 


® Gob. Pbrs. Cofm. fetat;, vH. 
cap, 12 . 

(D) The pope declared 
i/mV' attainted and convided of 
facrilcge and herefy, excoramu- 
ji^cated, and dethroned ; com- 
pnanded the electors to proceed 
to the eledion of another empe- 
ror, and referved to himfclf the 
difpofal of Sicily, This fen- 
tence being pronounced, the 
pope fang fe Deum ; and all the 
prelates anathematized Frederic, 
extinguilhing their tapers by 
holding the Hames downwards* 
If we may believe Matthew 
Paris, the emperor, who was 
then at Turin, recejvjsd the news 
of this ceremony with tranfports 
of rage very unbecoming a 
prince of his dignity. He call- 

( 1 } Mattb, Pa 


cap. 64. Krantz, Sax. 1 . viii. 


cd for the cafket in which the 
imperial ornaments were kept ; 
and putting the crown upon bis 
head, Innocent, cried he, has 
** not yet deprived me of this, 
" nor will 1 give it up without 
abundance of bloodlhed ; but 
we lhall fee how he and his 
** adherents will fupport this in- 
** ftance of audacity.” 

Certain it is, be Wrote to a1- 
moil all the princes of Cbrillen- 
dom, vindicating his owricon- 
du6l, exfKttiating upon the 
pope’s viojtnce and injuftice, 
complaining of their indiffer- 
ence, and foUiciting their abid- 
ance (i). 

/i, p. 70 S, 
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masters to fuch extremity; but fiading himfelf engaged icx^ 
far to retraft, he exerted himfelf fo iaduftrioufly by hja 
cmiffarics, that feme princes of the empire were prevailed 
upon TO proceed to the eleftion of a king of the Jiomafjj, 
Henry, Accordingly, the three ccdeliaftic eleftors, together with the 
land^ravt biftiops oF Bnmen^ Btrajhourg^ Metz, and Spire, the duke 
^Thurin- of Brabant, and Henry landgrave of Thuringia, alfembled .on 
%\^tele£Ied Frankfort, and elefted this laft king of the 

ktng of the Rofnans, who was afterwards furnamed The King of Priefts* 
Romans, favour of this cleftion the pope follicitcd fuccours from 
all quarters, and prefented the new king with five-and- 
twenty thoufand marks of filver, to enabl<^ him to fupport 
the war againll Conrad, whom the emperor had left as his 
lieutenant in Germany ; fo that Henry, being in a condition 
%o take the field, gave him battle, and obtained a confidcra- 
ble advantage. He afterwards made an irruption into the 
duchy of Suabia, part of the emperor’s hereditary dominions, 
and made an attempt upon Rcutlingen, which was fo vali- 
antly defended by the burghers, that he was obliged to re- 
tire. He likewife attacked the city of Ulm, where he received 
a wound from an arrow, of which, in a few days, he died. 
Theempe^ The emperor, uiiderllanding the bad fituation of his af- 
ror Jets out fairs in Germany, refglved to go in perfon to Lyons, and fol- 
for Lyons, licit an accommodation with the pope. For this purpofe he 
iut returns hsid obtained a fafe-conduft from the king of France ; and 
on account leaving his Italian affairs to the direftion of his natural fon, 
^Parma’s Entius king of Sardinia, he aftually fet out for that king- 
oeingjur- arrival ig Piedmont, he received the news 

^^A D PGLrma'% being furprized by the troops cf his holinefs, 
j ’ ^ while Entius, with a part of the garrifon, was employed in 

the attack of B ref da. This information obliged him to 
abandon his firft defign, and return with all expedition into 
Italy, where he obftinatdy attached himfelf -to the fiege of 
Parma ; which, being well fortified, made fuch a vigorous 
defence, that he refolved tp reduce it by famine. He ac- 
cordingly furrounded it with, a high wall, and built hard by 
a new city, called Victoria, which in a little time was as weU 
inhabited as any other town in Italy 
Freoeeic perfifting in his defign upon Parma, feveral 
months were incffeftually confumed before it, during which 
he took no fteplto remedy the bad fituation of his moie im- 
portant affiairs ; aHd this fupiiic negleS gave the pope and 
his partizans fuch a handle over him, that they found no dif- 
ficulty in convoking at Nuitz an aflembly of feveral princes 

^ Krantz Say. L viii. c. 13, HexsSi 1 , it. c. 17. 
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of the empire, te<sfefiaftic fts well as fecolar, lirKerc, irrBi^ Wii^iin, 
room of the hn^gtim d( Thtringia, they el^ed tViili^^ count 0/ 
count of Hotiandi lk!mg (^ tte Rofmms^J. iThe cldes of Co^ Holland, 
%«, Mentz, aud Str^ourg^ approved of thi$ eleftioti ; but ^^ofenking 
thofe of Worths^ S^re^ Laitdau^ And Weiffenhourg^ together ^ 

'iVith others of Suabim^tA Bavaria, preferved their fidelity*?^”®* 
to the emperor and Contad, in fpite 6f ail the cxcommuni-^t^7^^ 
cations of the pope. Mean while the eitiperor, ftill attached 
to the fiege of Parma,' lived in the midft of enemies and'-pJ^j^j^ 
traitors, who, as they could not execute their revenge upon gia, 
him in open war, had tecdurfe to poifon, during an indifpo- 
fi don which confined him to his bed. For this purpofe, 
they bribed not only his firft phyfician, but alfo Peter de by poifon on 
Vineis, a native of Capua, who was his chancellor and inti- the empe- 
mate friend, who undertook his deftruftion by means of z,roPsliff» 
poifoned draught ; but Frederic, being luckily apprized of 
their defign, upon the very day appointed for the execution 
of their purpofe, refufed the cup when it was prefented to 
him ; though Peter de Vineis intreated him to take the me- 
dicine, of which, he faidj he would foon feel the good ef-* 
fe6fs. The phyfician likewise joining in the remonftrance, 
the emperor fixed his eyes upon him, and ordered him to 
drink one-hailf of it to his health. Confounded at this com- 
mand, he pretended to ftumble, as if by accident, and fpilf 
one- half of the medicine. This expedient, however, wa^ 
not fo artfully executed, but that all who were prefent per- 
ceived his guilt and coufiifion 5 upon which he and his ac- 
complice the chancellor were immediately put under arr^ft, 
and what remained in the glafs given to a condemned male- 
faftor, who inftantly died of the dofe. This being a con- 
vincing proof of their treacherous intention, the phyficiaa 
was firangled; and the chancellor’s eyes bcihg put out, he 
was abandoned to the refentihent of the Pifahs, who were 
bis mortal enemies \ But this mlferable trttitor dafticd out 
his own brains againft a pillar, in order to anticipate their 
ridicule and refentment. 

Not long after this event, Fortune, which had hitherto A, D, 
fevoured Frederic, all at once declared againft him. He ftill 124^. 
continued his operations before Parma*, but as, in thofe te- 
dious fieges, the troops are apt to relax in their vigilance and 
difeipline, and fink into a dangerous fccuritv, the befieged 
took the advantage of Frederic's careleffnefs ana negleft ; and Frederic is 
making a furious and unex^fted fally> in pieces defeated by 

* Ann, Boior. Jo, Avent. I. vii, p. 549. ^ Davavs, in 

Aph, Pol. Chr. Relig, 

greateft 
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{the Par- greateft part of the imperial troops ; artd’purfulhg thofe thj^t 
ntefans. fled, entered with them peil-mdl into Aeir camp and city, 
and put ail* they found to the fwotd. It was impoflible to 
refift the torrent ; fo that the emperor, who was altogether 
unprovided for refiftance, mounted his horfe unarmed, and 
efcaped to Cremona ; while the Parmefans pillaged his palace 
and camp, and razed his new city of Vitoria to the ground, 
I'he report of this viftory, being fpread over all Italy ^ not 
only raifed the fpirits of the Guelphs, and the reputation of 
tlie legale, Gregory Mont elongo^ who had conduced the en- 
terpiizc, but likewife overwhelmed the Cibelines with dif* 
may and defpoadence. The emperor^ indeed, without al- 
lowing himfelf to be dejeded at this overthrow, re-aflembled 
all his fcattered troops, and reinforced them with the Gibe- 
lines, who flocked to him from all quarters : but his reputa- 
tion being greatly dimlniflied by this defeat, no town of any 
conflderation would receive him ; and to crown the itiisfor- 
Ifii natu- tune, he learned, while he remained in Tufeany, that his na- 
ralfon fon Entius, king of Sardinia, with whom he had hi- 

Entius u trufted the command of his troops, had marched againft the 
taken pn- j^Qi^gnians, by whom he was defeated and taken prifoner ; 
iheBoloz- afflidion on this occafion, was their 

nians!^ * refufing all the offers of ranfom which he made in behalf of 
that prince, who ended his life amongft them, after a capti- 
vity of, twenty years* 

He retires The emperor, being thus deflitute of all other refource, 
to his king- refolved to return to his kingdom of Naples, in order to re- 
dom of cruit his army ; for which purpofe he carried on levies with 
Naples great diligence. Mean while he fettled •his private affairs 
and dies, refped to the partition of his dominions, which he re- 

gulated in this manner : To his natural fon, Mainfroy, he 
bequeathed the principality of Tarentitm, together with the 
government of his hereditary dominions in Italy, for the 
term of ten years. Entius had been already fettled in the 
kingdom oi Sardinia ; to Henry, his third fon, he gave the 
kingdom of Sicily, and Jujiria to Frederic, hi^ grandfon, 
by the late Henry, his firft-born of the firft marriage ; to 
Conrad he left the kingdoms of Naples, jerufedem, aud holy, 
together with the duchy of Suabia, and the empire. As for 
his two daughters, one of them waS already married to 
bert landgrave of Thuringia (E), and the other to the laod- 
* grave 

(E) His cldeft daughter. Mar- "-^tion of one of his miftrelTesi 
garet, was very unhappy iii her refolved ib make away with her 
marriage with Albert, landgrave in the caftle of Warthnrg, near 
of Thuringia, who, at the infli- Ei/enaci butthofe who were em* 

plowed 
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grave of Hejfe. In a few days after this diftribution, he died 
of a fever, in the fifty-fifth year of his ages (F). 

Frbdei^ic was certainly a prince of great genius, erudi- 
tion, courage, and fortitude, and might be julHy ranked 
amongft the moft accomplifhed princes, if the violence of 
his temper, the cruelty of his revenge, and his exceflive ap- 
petite for women, had not contributed to tarnifti the glory 
of his reputation (G). 

t Krantz Sax. 1. viii. c. 18. Heiss, 1. ii. c. ly. 


ployed to execute his barbarous 
defign refpedled the princefs fo 
much, a$ to give her an oppor- 
tunity to efcape into a convent 
in Frankfort. She had two fons 
by him, Frederic and Dietmeinn ; 
at parting with whom ihe bit a 
mark in the cheek of theeldeii, 
that he might remember, fo long 
as he lived, the wrongs of his 
mother, and revenge them with 
the hril convenient opportunity. 
Accordingly Frederic^ when he 
came to be of age, expelled his 
father from his dominions, and 
compelled him to fly for flieltcr 
to Er/ort, where he died in mi- 
fery ( 1 ). 

(F) Mexeray and fomc other 
hiflorians affirm, that he was fli- 
fled with a pillow by his own 
natural Ton Mawfroy. 

(G) Though It cannot be de- 
nied that Frederic II. excrcifed 
extraordinary cruelties againft 
thofe who incurred his refent- 
ment, it mufl lijcewife be own- 
ed, that his provocation was 
very great % for the popes were 
indefatigable in fowing the feeds 
of fedition through all hts domi- 
nions, and in propagating ca- 
lumnies to the prejudice of his 
chara^ler. By the intrigues of 
the clergy, the empire was fplit 


into fuch divifions and quarrels, 
as rendered it a feene of rapine, 
mifery, and blood : they raifed 
up two competitors againfl his 
fon Conrad in Germany; they 
fupported the league of the Ita- 
lian cities againil himfelf ; they 
denounced excommunications, 
and even preached up crufades, 
as if he had been an enemy of 
theChriilian name; and, laflly, 
employed all their induflry and 
invention, in order to murder 
his reputation. For this reafon 
we ought to be upon our guard, 
when we read the accounts of 
him written by monks, bi^otted 
to the church of Rome, with 
which he was always at vari- 
ance. 

Certain it Is, he was a great 
encourager of learning : he fet 
up fcbools at Naples, and cauf* 
ea Ariftotle, and other antient 
authors, to be tranflated from, 
the Greek and Arabian lan- 
guages ; and with regard to hit 
fettling a colony of Saracens at 
Nocera, for which he hath been 
fo much exclaimed agamfl, the 
malice and rancour of the Guelpbs 
are fufficient excufes for bi& hav- 
ing taken any flep of that kind, 
which might Contribute to his 
own fafety ^nd advantage. 


(jJ Bemrf* fur He^s, /. ii. e, 1x3. 
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INTERREGNUM. 

A. D. ® already fcen that Conr^^ when be was no 

1250. VV tiiot-e thaneignt years of age, had been elefted and 
Is fucceed’ crowned king of the Romans in the room of bis elder brother | 
ed by Con- btit we have not yet obferved, that ten years after his elec^ 
ra^ miho i^on, he married Elizabeth^ daughter of Otho^ king of 
bad nmr- y^riaf nor mentioned an accident that happened to him after 
^^edaf^ his defeat by Henry of Thuringia^ commonly called King of 
^fJ^ination This was an attempt upon his life by the biftiop of 

Ratlfbon and the abbot of St, Emeran, Conrad, after the 
battle, had retired into the city of Ratifhm, of which fome 
time before he had made bimfelf mafter, and with a fmall 
retinue went to lodge at the aforefaid abbey. The bifhop, 
looking upon this as a favourable opportunity for his execra- 
ble defign, fent thither in the night fome foidiers to aflhffi- 
nate Conrad, when he fhoiild be afleep : but he having hap- 
pily changed his apartment, the murderers killed two of his 
attendants by miftake, and retired upon a fuppofition that 
they had done their bufinefs ; while Conrad, waked by the 
hoife, efcaped to his army, which was encamped under the 
city walls. Next day he ordered the bifhop and abbot to 
be apprehended, and the abbey to be demolifhed. The bi- 
fhop was condemned to perpetual imprifonment, the abbot 
was deprived of his benefice, and Hochfeis, who had mur- 
tiefed* the two attendants and fled, was in a few days ftruck - 
dead with thunder**. 

He fits out GdKRAD no fodner received the news of his father’s death, 

forhtsli^- than he aflumed the quality of emperOr, and fet out from 
ban domi- Cetindny to take pofteflion of his hereditary dominions ; but 
mans, ^ Naples, Capua, and Aquina, had put themfelves 

^^ibVbe proteftion of the holy fee. tte therefore marched 

pope and Naples, which he invefted and took after a fiege of 

diesl months. But he did not long enjoy this conqueft in 

A. D. peace ; for he was engaged in feverd quarrels with the church 
1254.*^ erf* Rofne, and in a little time fell fick and died, leaving by 
his wife, Eiizabeth of Bavatia, an only fon, called Conradifi, 
at that time in the third year of his age. His brother prince 
Henry, who had come to congratulate him upon the luccefs 
of his arms, did not live to fee his untimely fate ; bilt was 
cut off in the Ijlofroifi of his youth, not without fufplclori 
of foul play. Some authors affirm, that Conrad was poifoned 
by his natural brother prince of Tarentum, who 

taking the advantage of the minority of young Conradin, 

** Hsiss, 1 , ii. c. iS. Ann. Bolor. Avent. 1. vjL p. 

whom 
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-whom hfs father had left in Gtfm&ny, feized upon the king* 
doms SieifyK 

WiinAM ]n,. count of UaUani, fon of Fbrtniiut TV. had Willianit 
be»[i, in the tu^cntieth yw of his age, defied king of the«a»t of 
ieaww. 'lh ap aflembly nearCj/«ga, by feverai princes of the Holland, 
empire, who were in the intereft of the pope, and dedarcd^'’f“’*'^^ 
enemies of Frederic and his fon Cbnrad. As his coronation *• 
a,t '/iix fa Chapede wa? fnppoied to be a ibatter of great im- 
portance, and that dty had declared for his competitor, it'** 
was taken after a long fiqge k, when he was crowned in 
with the ufual folemnity ; and fome time after that cere- 
mony, he had engaged and defeated Conrad in a ievere 
battle. 

At the death of the emperor Frederic, he aflumed all the 
enfigns of the imperial dignity, which was confirmed to 
him by the pope. In order to fupport himfelf againfi the 
party of Conrad, he entered into alliance with Othd, duke of 
Brunfuiick, whofe daughter he efpoufed, and a very remark* 
able accident happened to him on his wedding-night. 

So ME tradefmen being at work in a chamber near the apart- 
ments of the new-married couple, a candle’s end happened to 
fall among ftraw, which it immediately kindled ; and the 
flames raged with fuch violence, that, the miferable Workmeii 
perifhed, and William, with his bride, were obKged to run out 
of the palace naked, with fuch precipitation, that their 
jewels, furniture, and apparel, were left to the mercy of that 
devouring element. 

This was not thetmly hazardous accident which this UU'* 
fortunate emperor efcaped ; for being that fame year at Utrecht ^ 
to which city he had repaired in Order to concert meafures 
for his journey to Rome, whither he was imdted by the pope, 
to his coronation, he was fo terribly wounded with a flon6 
from an unknown hand, that he had almolt lofl his life. 

The party of this young prince did not make mudi pro- 
g^s ip Germany againft the noblemen who rdfnfed to ac- 
khowlege Him as king of the Romans ; nor was he flrong Willianl 
.epougb tp fttbdue them by force, involved, as He happened i$ engagti 
tp b^ in a ym with Margaret countefe of Ifainastlt, who in « ufar 
wanted fo defraud her eldeft fon by her flrfl: hufband of his««>/£Mar- 
ipheriumce, that flie might befloW it upon t{^ fons her gafct, 
iifopnd marriage. The difoute had been referred to ^ ar- tomttfl of 
bitratiop of king of FratUe, and the pope’s 

legate; but John etolvenes, the eldeft fon, being diffa riafled 

• Vide Moaaai, fur TArticle dc Cant. IV. * AvanT. Ann. 

Boiot. 1. vii. p. $49. 
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With their decifion, had rccourfe to arms ; and with the aflift- 
ance of IVilUam king of tht.Romoiis^ who was bi$ brother-in- 
law, reduced the mother and her younger Tons to (uch extre- 
mity, that Ihe was him to cede the county of ffainault to 
. Charles count of Jnjou^ the Fre7ich king’s brother, on condi- 

tion that he would afSft her with his forces. Thus fupport- 
ed, file renewed the war, with various fuccefs, until it was 
terminated by a treaty at hr'ujfels^ effefled by the niechation 
of France K 

He cmili- While this affair was in agitation, iFiHiam neglefted no 
aie^ the opportunity to conciliate the affciflion of the German princes 
affection and ftates. He gratified John and Of ho, niarquifles of Bran^ 
denburg, with the reverfion of the imperial fiefs . in Saxony, 
befiowed on Thomas of Savoy the inveftiture of Turin, 
men, an j^i^yifcalicr , Ivrea, and feveral other fiefs that conftitute *the 
the^union greatnefs of the houfe of Maurknne ; and con- 

of the hans^^^^^ rights and privileges which had been granted to 
iocjjuns, Thomas of Savoy by the emperor Frederic II. He likewife 
patronized and protefted a league, or afTocip.tion, formed by 
the cities of Frankfort, Mentz, Cologn, Worms, and Spire^ 
For the defence of their commerce, which in thofe times of 
confufion had fuffered grievoufly from a number of little 
petty noblemen, pofleffed of caftles, who lived upon plunder 
and rapine ; and the effefls of this fociety were fo vifibly ad- 
vantageous to the public, that almoft all the trading towns 
bf Germany and Flaiiders fued for admilfion ; fo that, in one 
year after the inftitution, the confederacy included above 
threefcore towns, together ^ith a good number of noblemen, 
Xeabns to encourage the commerce of their fubjei5ls. This, 
in all probability, is the true epocha of the general union 
among the bans towns j tho’ fuch a treaty had long before 
fubfifted between Lubec, Hamburgh and Bremen ; in confe- 
quence of which, veflels of war were maintained at tfic com- 
mon charge, in order to proteft their commerce ; their bills 
were negotiated without difficulty , and a firm credit was 
mutually cflabliffied among them. 

htefine At this period, however, neither thefe tlifje^ cities, nor 
troubles of the noblemen of Lower Saxony, could engage, in this afibcia- 
Hctnnaik, bccaiife the war, in which they weie i^yoived by tti 
Daties, wQu’id'not permit them tp contraiH: ne*y^.ehgag€ments. 
Lubec had fittedv.out a fleet againft Eric, king pt penmar^, 
who liad quarrelled with his three brothers; iind they,^ find- 
ing iliemfelves unable to cope with fuclf an antagonift, had 

' Chroh. Fland. p, 59, ' Dvmo«t, Corp. Diplom. t. i. p. 20J. 
* Struv. per. vii. 
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folUcited aiSftaace of the regency of this as well as of 
the dukes of Saxony, and the marquis of Brandenburg. By 
means of thefe allies, the brothers Abel, Canut, and Chrtjlo^ 
pher, maintained the war for fome time, though with indif- 
ferent fuccefs, until a reconciliation was efFeftcd by the me- 
diation of Jean oi Brandenburg, and the dukes of Saxony 
and Brunfwick. After this accommodation, king Eric was 
betrayed and murdered by the accomplices of his brother 
Abel, who immediately mounted the throne, and reigned 
with the moft arbitrary fway. In particular, he impofed 
grievous taxes upon the Friezelanders ; and they bring in- 
capable of raifing the fums which he demanded, he laid wafte 
their country with fire and fword, oppreffing them to fuch 
a degree, that they became defperate, ran to arms, attacked 
him in his camp, routed his forces, and purfued him into a 
morafs, where he perilhed. 

His eldeft fon, IValdemar, being at that time prifoner to 
the archbiftiop of Cologn, his brother Chrijiopher took the ad- 
vantage of his nephew’s abfence to feize the crown of Den- 
mark ; and, under pretence of being guardian to Ahet% chil^ 
dren, took pofleffion of the duchy of Slefwic, which they in- 
herited by the death of their father. The counts of Holjiein, 
who were uncles to the children of Abel by the mother's fide, 
after having made fruitlefs remonftrances to Chrijiopher oti 
the fubjeft of this unjuft encroachment, follicited aid of John 
and Otho, marquiffes of Brandenburg, whofe troops enabled 
them to retake the town of Slefwic, and reduce the reft of 
Holjlein under their power ; whil^ the fleet of Lubec ravagjfd 
the coafts of Scania, and a rebellion broke out in the heart 
of Denmark. 

Christopher, thus hampered on all hands, gladly lift 
tened to propofals for an accommodation, which was con^ 
eluded by the good offices of the dukes of Saxony, on con- 
dition Chrijiopher (hould reftorc the duchy cf Slefwic to 
his nephews, aod that they Ihould renounce all pretenfions 
to the crown. This afEiir bring fettled, young Waldemat 
was, after having been a prifoner four years, fee at liberty^ 
in confidri^tion of a ranfom paid to the archbiftiop of Co- 
bgn, by whom' be had been arrefted at Bonn, without any 
caufe affighed ». 

Dorikg thefe tranfaftions, an army of German erttfards, A erufrio 
under the command of Ottoearus Wng of Bohemia, marched againf the 
into Pruffia to the Belief <rf the Teutonic knights, who had Praffiaiu, 
been derived of feveral towns^ and cooped up in others, by 

" PoNTAN. ret. Dan.tiift. Barri, t vi. p. 27 k feq. 
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the infidels of the country, reinforced with a body of Tartars. 
The German auxiliaries, being joined by the knights, worftcd 
thefe idolaters in fcveral encounters, and at iaft defeated them 
in a pitched battle ; after which the town of Elburg furren- 
dered at difcrction, the P ruffian generals were baptized, and, 
upon this occafion, the town ot Konigsberg was founded by 
the Teutonic knights 

The affairs WHILE endeavoured to eftablifli himfelf mCcr- 

e/* Italy, many^ great part of Italy .was involved in war and confufion. 

The young Conraditty who ftill remained in Germany with 
his mother, Elizabeth of Bavariay had been recommended by 
his father to the proteftion of the holy fee ; and Mainfroyy 
who a^led as regent for the kingdom of Sicily y fent ambafla- 
dors to pope Innocent to fignify this requeft. His holinefs 
accordingly proinifed to defend his ward, and preferve for 
him the kingdom of Jerufalemy the duchy of Suabia, and the 
other great fiefs that belonged to the emperor Frederic ; but, 
at the fame time, he commanded Mainfroy to leave the ad- 
miniftration of Sicily to the holy fee, of which it was a fi6f, 
and excommunicated him for non-compliance. Mainfroyy 
who harboured the defign of feizing the kingdom for him- 
felf, finding the pope’s party very ftrong in Sicily y thought 
proper to temporize, and deprecate the wrath of Innocenty 
who, in confequence of this fubmiflion, freed him from the 
cenfure of the church, confirmed him in the principality of 
Tarentuniy and appointed him his lieutenant for a great part 
of the kingdom. But this harmony was not of long dura- 
tidn : a nobleman of thq pope’s court being afiafiinated, 
Mainfroy was fufpefted of having contrived the murder, be- 
caufc he had been at enmity with the defunft ; and though 
he exerted all his endeavours to acquit himfelf of the impu- 
tation, he could not vindicate his charafter to the fatislaftion 
of the pope, who refolved to arreft and punifli him as a ma- 
Icfaftor. Mainfroyy apprized of his intent, retired to Luceroy 
where he was received with open arms by the Saracen inha- 
bitants, who fupplied him with money to raife an army; 
then, taking the field, he marched towards Trojuy where he 
defeated the ecclefiaftical troops commanded by the pope’s 
Pepe In- legate. Innocent did not long furvive this misfortune ; and 
nocent dying at NapleSy was fucceeded by Alexander IV, wherfe firft 
^'esy and after his elevation, was to check the pfogrefe of Main- 
He.appoiMced a new legate to command the troops in 
iv" cardinal de Frefquiy urfio was lately dead, 

^'and bellowed upon the marquis of Horiebruc the poll of 


® DvaRARv. 1. xvii. p, 137, 
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high-fteward of the kingdom of Naples ; but this new gene- 
ral, findiuff himfelf inferior in ftrength to Mainfroy^ fued for 
peace, and an accommodation was efFefted, tho* the pope 
refufcd to ratify the treaty ; and holding the throne of 4SV- 
cily as vacant, offered it to Edmund^ fecond fon oi Henry III, 
king of, England : nay, he ordered a crufade to be preached 
up in that kingdom againft Mainfroy\ and, borrowing great 
fums of money upon the credit of the EngUJb monarch, rein- 
forced his army commanded by cardinal O^aviano Uhaldlnu 
and ordered him to befiege Mainfroy in Nocera, The prince ^hofe 
of Tarentumy however, faved him that trouble, by attacking 
him in the field with fuch fury, that the papal forces were d^eatedby 
intirely routed, and the viftor made himfelf mailer of Capita^ Mainfioy* 
Labour^ Jpuliay and the greateil part of Calabria ; thence ^ ^ * 

he tranfported his army into Sicily^ which he foon reduced 
to his obedience; while his holinefs retired to Viterbo^ to 
wait for a reinforcement from England P. 

Mean while IVilliam king of the Romans undertook vcciThi king 
expedition againft the Frizelanders^ who had revolted ; be- of the 
caufe he not only exafted homage of them to the counts of Romans 
Holland^ but alfo wanted to abrogate their antlent laws and fxpofed to 
privileges, which had been granted and confirmed by Charle- 
magne* In the profecution of this defign, he met w^ith a 
misfortune which proved his laft; for attempting to 
over the morafles, which were frozen, in order to recon- 
noitre the burgh of Hochwend, without any attendants, the landers, 
ice broke, and he and his horfe ftuck fall in the mud. The 1256. 

. Frizelanders, feeing him in this iituation, killed him with- 
out knowing who he was, and carried his body into the 
burgh ; but afterwards, underftanding it was the emperor 
they had {lain, they privately buried him in a burgher’s 
houfe, being afraid of a fevere chaftifement from the princes 
of Germany for having fhed the blood of their fovereign. 

. Thus perifhed that unfortunate young prince, who, by his 
courage and accbmpliftiments, was worthy of a better fate. 

The eleftion of the landgrave of Thuringia^ and that of Fht m* 
the count of Holland^ both of which were effefted by the pin in- 
pra£lices of Rome againft Frederic IT. had divided Germany solved in 
ii\io fuch violent fadlions, as intlrply deftroyed public peace 
and good order. The clergy took arms againft the laity, the 
weak opprefled by the ftrong, and la\s^ divine and hu--^'^^* 
pun were difregarded ; nay, to fuch a degree of diforder did 
thofe difturbances^ rife, that, as we have already obferved. 

P Rain, ad ann, 1255. 

Heiss, 1 . ii. c. 20. 


4 Krantz, &Gob. Pbrs. ibid. 
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* the towns of Spire, Frankfort, Bingen, and Oppenheim, were 

obliged to enter into an aflbciation for the fecurity of com- 
merce and the public roads ; and Louis count Palatine, fee- 
ing the good efFefts of this confederacy, defired to be in- 
cluded in the league, which, by his es^amplc, was reinforced 
by a great number of other towns and noblemen (H). Thefe 
confederates abolilhed the toll upon rivers, which h^d been 
introduced and augmented during the troubles ; by which 
means the tranquillity of thofe countries was reftored, tho’ 
it was foon after dellroycd by the villainy of thofe who 
wanted to convert the public diforder to their ovyn private 
advantage. 

After the death of the emperor William, the princes 
feveral times aflembled, in order to eledl a fuccejfipr ; but 
thefe meetings produced no efFedl, becaufe no prince would 
Richard, undertake fuch a weighty charge. At length, however, ^ 
duke of * Conrad, archbifhop of Cologn, made a proffer of it to Richardf 
Cornwall, duke of Cornwall, brother to Henry III. king of England^ 
is eleSed who accepted the propofal, and repaired to Germany r. Jt 
emperor by is remarkable of this prelate, who was devoted to the 
one party', court of Rome, that by his addrefs he had, fince the excom- 
munication of the emperor, Frederic IL railed three princes 
fucceffively to the dignity of the king of the Romans ; namely, 
Henry, landgrave of ; William, comt o{ Holland ; 

and this Richard, duke of Cornwall, With regard to this 

» Vide au6l. fup. citat. Mezer. Abr. Chron. t. i. p. 452. 


(H) In this aiTociation we^ 
likewife engaged Gerhard, deal- 
er of MentK I Conrad, ele^or of 
Cologne I Arnoiditlt^oxoiT riers; 
Jacob, bifhop of Metv^ ; the ab- 
bot ot Fulde ; Conrad Wilgraf i 
Richard, count of Caixenclubo» 
gen \ Frederic, count of Lunin^ 
gen s Berthold, count of Zeigen- 
hagen ; Ernich and Galtfrede 
Wiltgranses ; Pappo, lord of Th- 
hingtn ; Ulrich, count of Boor ; 
the count of Wirnherg ; Sophia, 
landgravine of } AdeL 

hert, countefs of Leiningtn ; the 
lords of firebergi, Ulrich of 
Mintxenherg \ Qerlach of Urn- 
berg ; Phuip of Henckenfelt 3 


Philip of Falckenftein ; the lord 
of Starenberg ; the cupbearer of 
Erhacb ; the fteward of Altxey ; 
Henry Ermberg ; Runhofi of 
Stetnbach ; the cities of Cologne, 
Strasbourg, Bafil, Zurich, Fri^ 
hourg, Brifac, Colmar,Scheleftat, 
Haguenau, Weijfeinhourg, Neu- 
fade, Wimpfen, HeMhourg, 
Lauterbourg, Freideberg, Witz* 
lar, Glelnhaujen, Marburg, Aliz^ 
felt, Fulde, Mulhaufen, Achusfeu- 
hurg, Seligftadt, Diehach^ Bacba-- 
rack, Wefel, Bofpart,Andemach, 
Bonn, Neus, Aix la Chapelle, 
Munfttr, Bremen, BramenAerg, 
and Hircbsftlt (i)^ 


laft. 


(ij U(i[% Hift, deV Empire, /, li, r. 19, 



©. 5*'’ • itf Germany.' VjS, 

laft, indeed; forefeeing the difficulty he lhoul4 have in pic- *■ 
vatmg him to the imperial throne, without the archbifhop of 
Mentz, who had been kept prifoner a whole year by Albert 
cA Brunfwkk^ he engaged Richard, over and above the vaft 
prefeats he had already made him, to pay eight thoufand 
marks of filver for the ranfom of that prelate, on condition 
he /hould aiTift him with his vote and intereil: for obtaining 
the crown. Accordingly the archbifliop of Mentz, being 
releafed, convoked a diet at Frankfort, where Richard was 
elected by the two archbifhops, Louis, count Palatine, his, 
brother Henry, and fome others, who had been influenced 
by their advice*. On the other hand, the archbifliop ofiiWAl- 
Triers, and fome other princes, who refufed to appear atphonfo, 
this ele^iion, held another aflembly, in which they declared 
for Alphonfo, . king of Cajtile, furnamed The Aftrologer ; and ^alUIe, 
the archbifliop having obtained by proxy the votes of the h 
king of Bohemia^ the duke of Saxony, and marquis of Bran- 
denbourg, in favour of that prince, difpatched into Spain the * * 

bilhops of Spire and Conjlmce to inform him of his eleftion *. 

Mphonfo accepted this honour with many acknowlegements ; 
but as his war againft the Moors hindred him from repairing 
into Germany at that time, he difmifled the ambaffadors, 
after having treated them with great magnificence, and 
loaded them with prefents for the eleftors and other princes 
of Germany^ Never thclefs, thofc who had efpoufed the 
caufc qA Richard did not defift from their enterprize : he was Richard it 
condudfed to Aix la ChaPelle, and with his emprefs, Sane- cro*wned 
tia (I), crowned on xkit Afeenfton-day by the hands of 
archbifhop of Cologne This seremony being performed, Chapelle ; 
he viJited the towns fituated upon the Rhine \ namely, Co- 
logne, Bopport, Wefel, Mentz, Oppenheifn, Frankfort, IVorms^ 
and Spire, from which he received the ufual homage. But 
this was no more than a fire of ftraw; for this prince being 
exhaufted by the great largefles he was obliged to make in abandons 
purchafing votes for hi? eleftion, and finding himfelf with* mptre\ 
out credit (K), friends, or refource, to maintain the imperial 

>• dignity, 

* Ann. Boior. 1 . vii. p. 559. * Id. ibid. Gob. Peb?. 

Coflu. 2st , vi. c. 65. Krantz Sax. I. viii. e. zz. 


(I) Richard's wife SanBia, ot Richard, whq married her |it 
^en^la. Was fifler of Fhilif, where their napcials were 

count of Falkenftein. She was celebrated Vith extraordinary 
counted the mofl beautiful wo* magnificence (i). 
man of her time, and captivated (K) Richards money intirdy 

(1) Cbron, Hi^fang, ad an, 1257, 
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dignity, was obliged to abandon the empire and retire into 
England^ where he ended his days. But he did not abandon 
Germany before he had committ^ the care of the empire to 
three vicars ; namely, Werner de Falkenftein^ archbi&op of 
MentZf who governed Jlfacei Philip de Falkenfteiny who Jaeld 
the adminiftration of Wetteravia% and Philip de Hohenfels^ 
who enjoyed the vicariate of Worms , Mentz, OppHifeim, and 
other cities. 

Richard at his coronation invefted Ottocarus with the 
kingdom of Bohemia and die duchy of Juftria ; in paffing 
thro* Flanders^ he received homage for the county of Hc^inault 
from Guy de Dampierre^ whom he created a prince of the 
empire ; together with the renunciation of prince Henry to 
the duchy of Brahant in favour of his brother John% and 
performed many other afts of fovereignty before he returned 
to England^ where he ftill preferred the tide of king of the 
Romans^ though he did not concern himfelf much with the 
affairs “ of the empire (L). 

After RicharcP% abdication, Alphonfo mig^t have peace- 
ably enjoyed the empire, had not his wars with the Moore 
rendered it impofGble for him to quit his own dominions. 
Neverthelefs, he likewife cxercifed the imperial authority with 
refpeft to Frederic^ duke of Lorraine^ who brought the news 
of his eleftion. He gave him the inveftiture of his duchy 
in the mod folemn manner, and affigned to him an annual 
penfion of a thoufand marks upon the city of Burgos^ in con- 
iideration of the homage which he rendered to Hlphonfo in 

” Gold AST. t. i. p. 311. Hid. de Hainault, 1 . x. 

failing in the city of Bafil^ the were his treafures, that he was 
. princes of Germany took that op- in a condition to fpend an hun- 
portunity of abandoning him ; dred marks a day for the fpacc 
giving out, that they had not of ten years, without touching 
defied him for his perfonal me- the revenues he drew from Ger^ 
rit, but folely for his riches 1 fp many and England (2). 
they fent to him a formal afl, (L) Tho* we follow the mefi 
by which they renounced the authentic hiflorians in faying 
oath of allegiance they bad that did not meddle with 

taken ; and he was fain to make the a^airs of the empire after his 
the beil of his way into his own iirfl return to England^ Thomas 
country ( I ). ^ Wkk^ in his chronicle, affirms. 

One may judge of thefe lar- that he repaired at three differ- 
geiTes, by which was exhaufl- ent times ^to Germaty, and even 
ed, by the immenfe Turns he pof- governed the empire till his dy- 
fe^ed before his eleflion. Such ing day (3)! 

(1) Frag, Hlji. ^.93. (sv) Psrts^ (s) 

Cthnna Qomfendiot, ad an, 

the 
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%e market«piace of Toledo, according to the cufiom ci 
Cqfiilei^ 

. Each competitor ibllkited the pope to confirm and fupport 
his eledton^ and annul the preteniions of. his antagonift. 

However, they received nothing but evafive anfwers from hid 
holinefs, who thought proper to obferve a ftrift neutrality, 
that he inJpht not, by efpoufing cither party, give offence to 
one of two princes whofe friendfhip was of fuch confequcncc 
to the Roman church. From the kingdom of England he 
drew very large fubfidies, and the arms of Alphonfo were ne- 
ceflary to curb the infolence of the infidels in Spain, over 
whom the king of Ca/lile had obtained feveral complete vic- 
tories. 

From the departure’ of Richard, therefore, to the eleftion nvbith is 
of Rodolphus, the empire may be faid to have beea without 
a chief, and during that interregnum fuffered all the miferies m trouble 
of a country abandoned to deftruefion. No laws were ob- confur- 
ferved ; no order was maintained ; murder, theft, and all/'*^^* 
forts of licence, were committed with impunity ; the poor 
and weak fubjefted to the moft miferable oppreffion ; and 
the conftitutions of the empire utterly neglefted and laid 
afide. Thefe diforders were not confined to Germany ; they 
pafled the Alps, and the greateft part of the cities and ftates 
of Italy, which depended upon the empire, cither erefted 
themfelves into independent republics, or chofe princes from 
the number of their own citizens. In fhort, univerfal con- 
fufion prevailed, and the accounts we have of thefe times 
partake of that confufion j for they generally content them- 
felves with lamenting the deplorable condition of their coun- 
try, without giving a regular detail of the incidents that con- 
ftituted its diftrels. Bilhops and prelates had recourfe to 
arms, and Ihed each other’s blood for the defence or augmen- 
tation of their benefice# ; implacable quarrels, and incelTant 
wars, were kindled, and raged with great violence, among 
private noblemen, on the moft trivial difputes ; nothing but 
fapine and robbery prevailed ; travelling was become unfafe; 
commerce ahnoft altogether extinguilhed j and anarchy reigned 
in full defpotifm. 

In vain did the princes convoke aflcmblics to remedy thefe 
^jvils ; as there was no fupreme authority to influence and di- 
reft their deliberations, they produced nothing but fruitlefs 
debate and altercation ; and fometimes tb^difputes of indi- 
viduals terminated m open defiance and bloodftied. 

Harrassed by* thefe miferies, the princes of Germany 
refolved to proceed to a new elcftion ; and Werner, arch- 
bifliop of Mentz, convoked a diet, at which it was fuppofed, 

that 
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that young C^radtn vrould be elevated to the imperial throne; 
but pope Urban, being apprized of their intention, forbad* 
them to chufe the grandfon of Frederic If. oh pain of excom- 
munication ; and at the fame time undertook to determine 
the difference between Alphonfo <A Cafiile and Richard of 
England, within a limited time ; before the expiration of 
which he died ; and Clement IV. his fuccedbr, ikt the dif- 
pute ftill undecided. 

Ilf the mean time the empire continued to groan under 
the moft fevere oppreffion ; and the people, inftead of exer- 
cifing their endeavours to rc-eftablifli the peace of their own 
country, were fo infatuated, as to take up the crofs, and 
form an expedition againft the Pruffian pagans, who had once 
more quarrelled with the ^teutonic knights. 

At length the miferies of Gehnany became fo intolerable, 
that leagues were formed between cities and ftates for their 
mutual f’ecurity ; noblemen engaged in contrafts of confrater- 
nity, in confequence of which they obliged themfelves to affift 
one another with their lives and fortunes ; and in cafe either 
party died without male iffue, his lands and fuperiorities 
devolved to the furvivor. This kind of paElum, or covenant, 
was afterwards much praftifed in the empire ; but could not 
take place without the fanftion of the diet, and the confent 
of the ftates belonging to the contrafting parties *. 

It was alfo during this interregnum that fome princes, and 
a good number of cities, feeing their laws without force, and 
the empire without a chief, or judge, for the adminiftration 
of juftice, inftituted certain arbitrators, whom they called 
Anjlreqnes, invefted with fwereign power, to decide all dif- 
ierences and fuiis that might happen among the conftiiuents. 
Their office lafted but fix months, at the end of which others 
were cliofen ; and this tribunal continued in force till the 
reign of Maximilian I. who fubjeftdS their jurifdiftion to the 
diet of the empire f . 

But waving the particular fcenes of violence, injuftice, 
and ufurpation, we ftiall proceed to the relation of an event, 
which, though it does not immediately regard the empire, is 
yet naturally connefted with it, being an account of the laft 
prince of one of its moft powerfol families. 

Mainfroy, the emperor Fredenc's baftard fon, feeing 
the whole houie of Snahik reduced to Conradin, who was an 
infant, had feizefi upon the kingdom of Naples, and become 

« 

• Kiliinservs de Gamelnis Caftrorum Syntagm. Jurw pub. 
t. xxviii. parag. zi, zz, Z3. f Corhinoivs de Indie. Gem. 
parag. 53. - . 
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fo powerfi^l .as. to roi^ jfialpufy of.popc Urhcm IV. A. D. 
who, that he might not have & malier fb near, him, made an * ^3* 
offer of the kingdoms ol.!^ks and S^cUy to Charles hi*ott^r pope 
oi St. Xieiiyij, and conat oi ^njm and ppmnce *. ^ The pr^- 
pofal was embraced ; but Urban dying about the end of tfce 
year, was fuccee^d h^f{lement IV. who confirmed the choice ^ 

of his predecefTor, and prefled Charks to pome without deJay Charles ^ 
and take poflTefllon of Kis kingdoms. In confequencc pf thefe count of 
foJUcitations, that prince put himfelf at tlie head of a pow- Anjou, 
erful army, marched direMy to Rome^ and the pope, who 
was not then in that city, having empowered five cardiaais 
to perform the ceremony of his coronation, he, with his wife 
Beatrice^ was crowned and confecrated, bn condition of bold- 
ing his idngdoms of the holy fee, and of paying to it annually 
the fum of llxty thoufand ducats, as a mark of acknowlegc- 
ment. He tlien put h}mfelf at the head of his army, being 
reinforced by the CueJpbsy who flocked to him from all quar- prince der 
ters ; and, after having gained feveral advantages, at laft/ra/jMain 
obtained a complete viftory near Bemvento, in which Mair^* 
froy was flain, fo that he found very little difficulty in|nak- 
ing himfelf mafter of die Two Sicilies But, far from en- 
joying his good fortune with humanity, be let the wife and 
children of Mainfroy^ together with feveral noblemen of 
party, die in prifon, and allowed his army to commit 
enormous cruelties, when the city of Benevento was taken. 1266. 

Mean while Conradin duke of Suabia, and fon of tlieem- Conradin 
l>Qvox Conrad, at that time no more than Cxteen yiears pf^«>f^^ 
age, who lived at the court of Lewis the Severe dukeof J?az;4- Suabia 
ria, his own uncle by the mqther^s fide, hearing the pews of ^^bes the 
MainfrQy\ death, aflumed the title of king of the Two Sic\*M^ 
lies, which belonged to him by right of inheritance, and, be- 
ing excited by the Gibelines, who were afraid that ^^Guelphs 
would grow too powerful by the fupport of Charles of Un- 
jou, he refolved to hazard every thing for a crown, to. which 
he h^d fuch an indifputable claim. Accordingly he levied 
forcesi, with which he marched into Itafy^ defeated one of the 
lieutenants of Charles, and, fluflied with this viflory, began 
to flatter himfelf with the hopes of being prodaimed^empe- 
ror, efpecially when he had brought over to his party ^ 

German, named Honorius, his own relation, and a fenator of 
Rome. With this expedation he marphed towards that capi- /, reednjed 
tal, and was reedved with great magnificence, as emperor, by at Rome 
Don Henry of Cajiile, governor of the city, who, having hp Don 

'' Ann. Boior. lib. vii. p. 363. * Id. p. $64. M£Z> 

Abr. Cbiron. toin. i. p. 457. Mach. Hifi. diFir. lib. i. 

been 
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Henry of been expelled from his own country by his brother Jlphonfo, 
Callilc. the nominal emperorr had thrown himfelf into the arms of 
the pope, and was now become an enemy to Charles^ be- 
caufe he thwarted him in his deiigns upon the kingdom of 
Sardinia* 

Charles, on ConradM% arrival in Italy ^ had repaired to 
France fora reinforcement, by which he found himfelf at the 
head of a very powerful army when he returned to Italy , dnd 
encountering Conradin, who had by this time made himfelf 
Defeated matter of Sicily^ gave him battle near Alva^ where he thought 
^Charles, he could avail himfelf of an advantageous pott which he had 
taken in taken. He concealed fome of his beft troops behind a rifing 
difgmfe^ ground, and, after the battle had continued upwards of three 
A A- Aours with equal fury on both fides, he ordered them to 
ambufli, and charge the forces of Conradin, 
ucric duke being already fatigued, were utterly defeated. Con- 
^Auttria. his coufin Frederic of Aujiria, who had accompanied 
him in this expedition, and Henry of CaJiUcy betook them- 
felves to flight, but were apprehended on the road in the 
difguife of grooms, and by Charles committed to clofe prifoft. 
Some time after, refolving to accompany his brother Saint 
Lewis in his expedition to Africa^ and being afraid to leave 
thefe prifoners behind in a kingdom full offaAion and revolt, 
he ordered them to be tried by the fyndics of all the cities of 
TriedfCon- the realm, and thefe judges condemned Conradin and Frede- 
demnedf He to death as perturbators of the repofe of the church (M). 
and be- They Were accordingly beheaded on a fcaffbld in the 

beaded, tn jniddle of the city of Naples^ to the eternal reproach of 
city of Charles f and the fcandal' of humanity ; for Conradin had 
^ been guilty of nothing but endeavouring to retrieve his in- 
1268.' heritance, and Frederic of Aujlria had alSfted him out of 
pure friendfliip and gencrofity. Much about the fame time 
Conrad prince of Antioch^ fon of Frederic, who was a battard 
of the emperor Frederic IL having come from the eatt to the 
affittance of Conradin, was taken by Charles, and hanged like a 
malcfaftor. Thus pcriftied by the hands of the common 
hangman the latt or that glorious race of Suabiati princes, 
whicl) had produced fo many kings and emperors. By this 
execution alfo the family of Aujlria was extinft ^ (N). 

Pope 

^ Ann. Boi6r. lib. vii. p. j66. Mes. Abr. Cbron. tom. i. 
p. 459. MACH.(Hi(l:. de Fir. lib. i. 

(M) Pope Clement is faid to roli mors*: Carols nsita, Conradi 
have advifed Charles to this mors. 

barbarous ftep, by faying on (N) Conradin, when he ap- 
his death^bed, Conradi vita, Ca- peared upon the fcaiFold, pulled 

off 
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Pdf»E Ckmefii IV. furvived this barbarous hoi>iicide but 
one months and his death was fucceeded by a vacancy in the 
papal chair that lafted two years and nine months before it was 
filled by Thibaut of Placentia^ who affumed the name of Gre^ 
gory X, As for the defolation of Germany^ it continued till 
after the death of Richard of England^ when the princes af- 
fembled, and, notwithftanding the remonftrances of Alphonfo^ 
and the intrigues of Ottocarus king of Bohemia^ raifed the 
count of Hapjburgto the imperial throne. 

CHAP VI. 

The Hiftory continued to the Interregnum occajioned hy 
the Death of Henry VIL 

RODOLPHUS I. 

R ODOLPHUS, the firft of that name, count of HapfSomeae* 
burgf was educated under Frederic II. who held him count of 
up to the baptifmal font, but is afterwards faid to have taken Rodol- 
umbrage at the prediflion of an aftrologer, who prophcfied 
that the count would afeend the imperial throne, on the fail- 
ure of Fredericks ifliie, which, at that time, confifted of 
perfons. Rodolphus^ perceiving the emperor’s favour fcnfibly 
cooled upon this account, dcxteroufly withdrew himfelf from 
his court, on fome plaufible pretence, and afterwards re- 
tired to that of Ottocarus king of Bohemia, where he exercifed 
the ofiRce of grand marftial with great reputation. From 
thence he returned to his own territories, where, by his pru- 

off one of his gloves and threw happy fate of that prince, and 
it among the croud, as a mark upbraiding himfelf as the caofe 
of inveititare to his heir, whom of his death : then he kneeling, 
he declared ko be Frederic of fubmitted to the fatal Aroke, 

CaftUi^ ^e fon of his aunt ; the and the executioner was after- 
glove was taken up by a gen- wards put to death, that he 
tlemah called Henry Frafehes de might not live to boaft of hav- 
Walfurg^t who carried it to the ing (hed fuch noble blobd (i). 
king of Arragonm The duke This cruel execution was per- 
of Aufirids head being feparat- formed in the market-place of 
cd from his body, Conradin took Naples^ before the church of the 
it up and kiiTed it with great Carmelites^ in which Conradin 
tendernefs, bewailing the an- lies interred (2). 

(») dent la Diftoun fur la Mirt de Marie Reine d'Eeoffe. (*) 

marq. fur rUiji- deV Empire, p if lleift, liv* ii. f, xxi. See the Hijlory ef 
Pl*u 

dent 
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dent and gallant behaviour^ he acquired authority among all 
his neighbours. He had, during the troubles in Germany^ 
performed divers exploits, which augmented his fame 
patrimony at the fame time. His firft military expedition 
was againft Hugo Trieffenfiein^ who had faid foiticthing to his 
prejudice. Him he ilew in combat, and afterwards took pof- 
feffion of his lands ; then he turned his arms againft Rodol-* 
phus of Loffenbergj his own relation : but that war was tef- 
by an accomtnodatioa. He^ in confequence of a 
his valour quarrel with Hartman count of Ryhurg^ feized upon his fuc- 
andfuccefs, ceffion for his own ufe, defeated the counts of Toggenburg^ 
and ravaged their ‘Country; and putting himfelf at the head 
of a troop of gentlemen devoted to the emperor Conrad IV. 
pillaged the fuburbs of Bafil^ and burnt a monaftery ; For 
which outrage, he and all his companions were excommuni- 
cated. The citizens of having quarrelled with their 

bifhop, and refledring on the advantages they had derived 
His pro- from the protedlion of Albert of Hapjhurg^ they now follicit- 
tuUo7i foU ed that of his fon RoMphus^ chofe him chief of their militia, 
liciied by ^nd, under his conduft, took the fortrefs of Haldmbiirg, 
/undry a- They likewifc furprized Colmar and Mttlhaufen^ and at laft 
obtained a complete vidlory over their bifliop, who,, in a few 
days, died of grief for this overthrow. His fucceffor fued 
for peace, which was granted by Rodolphus and the citizens 
of Strajburgf who erefted a ftone ftatue in gratitude to 
their deliverer. But, two years before this event, the citi^ 
zens of Zurich^ harrafled by the nobles of their neighbour- 
hood, had propofed to chufe Vlrkk of Regenjherg for their 
proteftor, and he refufing that office, unlefs they would 
yield to him the perpetual fuperiority of their town, they 
put themfelves under the aufpices of Rodolphus^ who was bis 
declared enemy, and three years were confumed in hoftUities 
aod mutual incurflorts ; but at length fortune declared in fa- 
vour of RodotphuSy who reduced Ulrick to a dependence upon 
that very city, the government of which he Rarf i^uled. 
Nor was the piety of Rodolphus inferior to his valour (O). 

When 


(O) Being one day at the 
chace, it began to rain .with 
fuch violefice ar, rendered the 
road extremely dirty, when 
chancing' to meet S, poor curate 
on foot, carrying the hod to a 
fick perfon, he was fo much af- 
fe£icd with the fight of this 
good pried labouring through 


the mud* tiht he immediately 
alighted, faying, it ill became 
him to ride on horfeWck, while 
the pried who carried our Sa- 
viour was walking on fobt» and 
not only mounted* the curate, 
but attended him bareheaded 
to the fick man's hotife, and 
afterwards recondu^ed him to 

hi$ 
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When cotint Werner of Talkeflein was chofcn archbilhop of 
Mentz^ and fet out on his Journey to Rome^ Rodolphus ^trc 
him a convoy, with a ftrong body of troops, as far as the 
and, waiting for his return in the fame place, recon- 
dufted him in fafety to His fee ; an obligation for which the 
archbifliop affured him he would take all occalions to exprefs 
hisj^atitnde ; and he afterwards kept his word 

The empire had been now fifteen years without a chief, 
that is, fince the abdication of Richard \ for though ^Alphmfo 1 273* 
took the title of emperor, and promifed from time to time to Vope G re- 
repair into Germany^ he never could find leifure for that e^- gory X. 
pedition. The German princes, tired with his delays, and prejfes the 
feeing the empire more and involved in diforder and confu- of 
fion, and being moreover prefied by pope Gregory X. who empire 
threatendd, if they fhould longer delay an elcdtion, to pro- 
vide for the neceflities of the empire by his own authoi'ity ; 
induced, I fay, by thefe motives, the princes intreated the 
cleftor of Mentz to call a diet at Frankfort. There, notwith- 
{landing the proteftations which Alphonfo"% ambafTadors 
made againft all that fliould be done to the prejudice of their 
matter, and the pretenfions of the king of Bohtniia and fomc 
other princes to thd imperial crown, the archbifliop of Mentz 
had fuch influence in the diet, as to engage a majority in fa- 
vour of the count of Hapjhurgy whofe merit he did notfdl to 
extol. 

The beginning of this aflTembly was very tumultuous. The 
deputies of Ottocarm pretended that their matter had two 
votes, as king of Bohemia and duke of Aiijiria ; but his pre- 
tenfions were oppofed by the count Palatiricy who affirmed 
that he had ulurped Auftria, and that he could not juftly 
avail himfelf of the invettiture he had received from Richard 
of England, whom Germany had never acknowleged as 
emperor ; befides this contett, which could not be determin- 
ed, another difpute arofe about the choice of a king of the 
Rofkdns. Menhard count of Tyrol propofed three perfons, 

Albert count de Goritz, Rodolphus of Hapjhurgy and 
BarfiaM, who called himfelf duke of Carinthia, though he 

^ Vide Arstir. Chron. Bafil. Boccler. de Rod. Hapfb. Ann.^ 

Colmar. Heiss, liv. ii. c. zt. 

- • 

hij ; church, where the prieft, fpired by the Holy Ghoft, pro- 
amazed at fuch an gttraordi- phefiedthat hcand hisdefeend- 
nary inflance of zeal, gave him ents would fit upon the imperial 
his benedifiioD, and, being in- throne (3). 


( 3 ) uhifup. 


W'as 
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was not in pofleffion of that, province. Each of the three 
had partizans at the aflembly, but the ftrongeft party declared 
Rodol- for Rodolphus. Some of the eleftors, indeed, were of opinion, 
phus is that they ought rather to chufe a prince of higher raii and 
chr/en em» greater power (P), who might be more enabled by bis autho- 
ftror. retrieve the reputation of the empire ; but the arch* 

bifhop of Mentz replying, that this end would be better an- 
fwered by a wife, valiant, and experienced prince, than by 
one who had nothing to recommend him but his riches and 
power, his brethren of Cologn and Triers favoured him 
with their votes, without further hefitation. The fecular 
princes, and in particular Lewis duke of Bavaria^ ^mdJlbert 
duke of Saxony ^ who were unmarried,* reflefting that RodoL 
phus had fix fair daughters, of whom they might have their 
choice in marriage, while, by means of the reft, he might 
make other advantageous alliances, aflented to the opinion 
of the ecclefiaftic eleftors, and unanimoufly gave their voices 
in favour of count Rodolphus. The news of his elevation 
was brought to him by Frederic burgrave of Nuremberg^ 
while he was engaged in the fiege oiBafil (QJ, in confequence 
He repairs of the proteftion he had granted to one of the faftions of 
to Frank- that city. He no fooner received this intin>ation, than he re- 
fort, and paired to Frankfort , where, having accepted the imperial dig- 
is craned condufted by all the princes to j^ix la ChapelUf 

Ch ^^11 therecrowned with the ufual folemnity*^ (R). 

Having 

^ Avent. Ann.Boior. p. 567. 


(P) This feems to have been 
an unreafonable objection, when 
we conlider the birth and for- 
tune of Rodolphus. He was the 
fon of Mbert count of Hapshurg 
and hha, daughter of the count 
of Bregentx^ defeended by his 
father from the counts of Thier^ 
Jiein, near Bafil in Switxerlandt 
as may be proved by the anti- 
quities of the monaftery o^ Mu* 
cy ; and by the mother, from 
the counts of Hapshurg, At 
the dme of his eleflion there 
was not a counj in Gertna^ 
ny who could vie with him in 
wealth and extent of dominion ; 
befides the county of Hapshurg^ 

( 4 ) Rmsrf, fur Hcifs, ubijup, 
dotpb h 


which he inherited from his fa- 
ther, he poiTefTed three more ; 
namely, Kybourg^ Baden^ and 
Lentxenhourg^ which laft he en- 
joyed by his uncle Hartman^ 
and by his wife he obtained the 
landgraviate of Alface (4). 

(QJ Henry of Neufciatel, bi- 
fhop of Bajil^ was fo confound- 
ed and chagrined at the 
of this election, that he fell fick 
of mortihcacion, and is faid |o 
have addreifed himfelf to Gpd 
in thefc wOrds : 

Sede fortiter Domini Dens 4 
okas, Rodolphus iotum occu-> 
pahit^tuum (j). 

(R) At this coronation, the 

(5) Vids Memoir, fur I' Art. de /to* 


princes 
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Haviiia thils taken pofleiSon of the imperial throne, his A. D. 
fii'ft jcare was to fupprefs the rapine, robberies, and murders, U7.4* 
which had £0 long prevailed with impunity, and he fuccecd- 
ed to wdi in his endeavours, that, in a little time, peace and 
fecurlty were re-eftabliflied®, for he deftroyed in Thuringia 
fixty cattles, which were the retreat of banditti, and ordered 
ninety-niae highwaymen to be hanged at one time in the city *^4. 
of Erfurt. A certain Hungarian count, having for fome years roatis^ 
publicly murdered, robb^, and pillaged the country, the cm* 
peror, who then refided at Vienna, would not make war upon 
a whole country for the villainy of one man, and therefore em- • 

ployed the count’s friends to reclaim him by remonftrance 
and admonition. They accordingly made fuch good ufe of 
their exhortations, that he was perfuaded to wait upon the 
emperor in perfon, after he had been affured that he’had no- 
thing to fear from his refentment. He was very {cindly re* 
ceived by Rodo^us, had the honour to eat at his table, and 
even to drink out of his own glafs (S). After this bofpitable 
entertainment, the emperor having remonftrated to him the 
injury he did himfelf by his enormous aflions, he fwore by 
all that was facred that he would reform his life, and upon 
that promife was fullered to retire towards his own habitation. 

But he was befet by his enemies on the road, and thrown in- 
to a river, where he periftied Thus was the country rid of 
a notorious thief, without any prejudice to the emperor’s 
word of honour (T). 

His 

• Id. ibid. ^ Hriss, liv. H.c* 22. 

princes snaking feme fcruple of drank with the bed man on 
taking the aceuttomed oaths, earth (7)”. 
becaufe the feeptre was want- (T) Towards the end of the 
ing, without which they could Interregnum many of the prin- 
neither give ncr receive the ces and towns caufed their pe- 
invediture of their fiefs, RoJoI^ quliar laws to be reduced to a 
phus took a crucifix from the • body, and publilhed. The 
altar, faying ** This is the re- principal were thofe of Magde^ 
preientation and figp of him by hurg, Saxom, and Suabia : the 
whom we werefaved, let usuie fird of thefe were adopted by 
it indead of a feeptre.” They the dates of Pruffia, and after- 
accordingly agreed to the eX- wards received in feveral pro- 
pedient, and were inveded with vinces, that did«not belong to 
their fiefs with a crucifix (6). Germany. The Mirrour of the 

IS) Upon this occafion, I ^axon Law likewife com- 
** have now, faid h§, no rea- pofed daring tjie anarchy, by 
“ fon to be afraid ; for I have one Epko, or Repko, who fays 

(6) yohan, Cufpinian. (7) uht [up. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXIX. Q. 


he 
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Ke lays His foti Albert having married Elizabeth daughter of iht 
claim to count de 7>'ro/,jand uterine fitter of Conradin, who was execut- 
the inbe- at Naples^ he laid claim to the rich inheritance of that 
ruana of yQm^ prince, confifting of Al/ace and part of Snabia^ and, by 
Conradxn. arms, wretted them from feveral noblemen who had 

feized thofe fiefs, during the troubles of the int rregnum, and 
now engaged in an alibciation to defend their unjuft acqui- 
HisAeSlhn fitions. J he next ftep which Rodolphus took was to follidt 
is confirm- the pope’s confirmation of his imperial dignity, which he 
hy the pope, obtained, after his ambafllidors had fwornin his name that* he 
Would affert and defend the holy fee agaiiift all its enemies, 
and never make any attempt? to the prejudice of its vafTals, 
particularly of the illuftrious Charles king of Sicily and hii 
heirs S. 

This complaifancc of the pope was owing to the hope he 
had entertained of engaging Rodolphus in a crufade for the 
relief of the Chriftians in Palejiine, the expence of which was 
to be defrayed by the tythe of all church revenues, to be raif- 
ed for that purpofe for the fpace of fix years, according to 
the decree of the council held at Lyons. 

Alphonfo Alphonso of Cajiile^ far from renouncing his pretenfions 
renounces the imperial crown, loudly protefted againft thefe pro- 
his claim ceedings of the pope, whom he vifited at Beaucairc in Pro* 
to the em- vence^ in order to engage him in his intereft ; but Gregory 
pire, was deaf to all his remonftrances ; and, though he returned 
to Cajlile very ill fatisfied with the rcfiilt of this interview, 
and even affefted to reafTume the imperial ornaments, which 
he had for fome time laid afide, he was at laft, by the admoni- 
tions of the archbifiiop of Seville, prevailed upon to renounce 
his claim to the empire ; and, in confideration of this felf- 
denial, the pope permitted him to lay a tax upon the clergy, 
fur the expence of the war againft the Moors ^ who threatened 
to attack him from all quarters 

« Srauv period, ix. p. 518. * Mariana, lib. xiii. 

c 22. 

he had collected the laws of pearance the laws of Cbarle* 
Confiantwe and Charlemagne, magne and the Othos were very 
This work, which firll appeared little known. The Germans Had 

Latin, and was afterwards forgot the ftatutes enabled in the 
tranflated into the German Ian- afl'emblies of their nation, and 
guage, though not recommend- followed implicitly the codes of 
ed by any public Authority, ac- Theodofius and Jufiinian in a I 
quired gieat reputation thro* tlieir tnbi&nals and courts oi 
all the emphe. Before its ap- juflice (8). 

( 8 ) Conring. de Orig, Jur. Germ, 


RODOLPHU.S 
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RoDbLPlltJS having in pi great meafure pacified the trota* 
bles of the empire, aflembled a diet at Mentz^ where he grant- 
ed new privileges to C^ar and other cities* and confirmed 
thofe wh^ph had T)een conferred by his predeceflbrs. Upon 
this occafion alfo the deliberations of the aflembly turned 
upon certain noblemen who had protefted againft the cleftion 
of the count of Hapjhurg, particularly Ottocarus king of Bo- ottocarus 
hernia^ againft whom they had other caufes of difeontent ; 
for theftates of the duchy of Jiijltiay which, after the death hernia 
of Frederic their laft duke, had been feized upon by Ottoca- frotefls 
ruSy complained of the oppreflion they fuffered under the againft 
government of the ufurper, from which they begged to be cleBU 
delivered. 

Moved by thefe follicltations, Rodolphus convoked a diet 
at to which Ottocarus fent ambafladors, who, in- 

ftead of doing homage in his name to the emperor, whom he 
had not yet acknowleged, one of them began a long ha- 
rangue, in which he difavowed and declared void the eleftion 
of Rodolphus. The members, incenfed at this prefumption, 
interrupted the difeourfe* and ordered the ambafiadors to be 
turned out of tlie aflembly \ then they declared Ottocarus a 
rebel to the empire, and concluded, that, as he had unjuftly 
taken pofleflion of Jujlria, Stiria, Carniola, and Carinthiay 
the emperor {hould dived him of thefe dominions. Ambaf- Infults the 
fadors being fent to him with a notification of this fentence, emperor 
he arrogantly anfwered, that as to Rodolphus, who was for- the 
mcrly his fervant, he had already paid him his wages; tbat^^^^* 
he poflefled Aujlria, Stiria, and Qprniola, as the dowry of his ^ 
wife ; and that as he had purchafed Carinthia with ready mo- * 
ney, he was rcfolved to maintain himfelf in his lawful pof- 
feflion. The ambafladors having made this report to the 
diet at Augjhiirg, it was decreed that he (hould be chaftifed 
for his dlfobedience, and thofe^ lands reunited to the em- 
pire (U). Rodolphus undertook to execute this refolution, 
and ralfed a fufficient body offorccs for the occafion ; but* rorfuh- 
before he turned his arms againft Ottocarus, he rcfolved xo dues dinj or $ 
fubdue and chaftife all the other noblemen, who refufed to princes of 

{U) One of the emperor’s faid, that, although Ottocarus 
domeiUcs oifered, for a good was his inveterate enemy, no- 
rccompencc, to kill the king of thing (hould ever prevail upon 
Bohemia, while he was hunting; him to tranfgaefs ^the bounds of 
but this propofal wasreje<^ed juflice and moderation (9). 

Viith difdainby Rodolphm, who 


(yj Idem ibid. 

(^2 


acknowlege 
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the empire^ acknowlcge him as emperor. Accopdingly he fell npoo the 
and makes marquis of Baden and the counts oi Neubiirg and Fribourg, 
t^ce^with were foon reduced, and compelled not only to do 
him homage for the lands they legally pofTefled, but alfo 
^ j) * to reftore fome fiefs they had unjuftly feiz^ in the Brifgaw^ 
1276. and on the banks of the Rhine. He afterwards at- 

tacked and defeated Eherhard count of Wirtemberg, furnam- 
ed the ^hirrcJ/ome, and obliged Henry of Bavaria to fuc for 
peace, which was granted by the interccfllon of his brother 
Lewis of Bavaria count Palatine^ on condition that Henry's 
fon Otho fhould marry the emperor’s daughter Catherine^ on 
whoih he fhould beftow, by way of dower, all the fiefs he 
pofTefTed on the river Bns ; that he fhould pay to Rodolphus 
forty thoufiind ounces of gold, and take the oath of alle- 
giance to him for all the towns and territories in his pof- 
feiTion K 

Rodolphus, having humbled thofe petty adventurers, 
inarched into Aufiria, accompanied by the archbifliops of 
Aientz and Cologne, the bifhops of Wurtzbtirg, Ratijlon and 
Pajfau, and Lewis count Palatine of the Rhine. But the 
prelates being fick of the war, and unwilling to fee the king 
of Bohemia altogether reduced, mediated an accommodation in 
his favour, on condition that he fhould be contented with Bo’ 
hernia and Moravia, and hold them as fiefs of the empire (X), 
O’.tocarus Qttocarus was fain to comply with thefe terms, and to receive 
dm bo- imperial majefty the iuveftiture of his dominions, 

^0^0^ '''^^hich was performed in the ifland of Camberg, in the Da- 

phus/^ with great magnificence, under a pavilion which was 

Bohemia order to fpare Qttocarus the mortification of 

and Mo- being feeu in fuch an attitude of humility by more people 
r.ivia. than thofe whofe prefence was abfoliitely neceflary ; but in 
the midft of the cereinony, the pavilion, either by accident 
or defign, opening on both Tides, difeovered Qttocarus on 
his knees before the emperor, a circumftance which grcutly 
mortified the king, andconcul red with the inftigations of his 
wife, who was a RiiJJian princefs, and remarkably Iiaughty, 

(X) In this accommodation the emperor’s fifth fon ; 

it was llipalatcd, that Auftria and, in order to ftrengthen this 
fhould revert to the emperor its treaty, it was alfo agreed, that 
lawful loid ; that and Jutta, one of the emperor’s 

the other provii^pes of Ulrich daughters, fhould marry Win- 
fhould be given in dowry with cejl the fon of Ottocarus^ tho' 
the daughter of he was at that time but feven 

who fhould be married to Ro- years of age (10). 

(ic) Avent. ann. Bakr. lib, 570. 

to 
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to induce him to renounce the treaty he had made, and have Kenoutius 
recourfc again to arms, for reducing again to his 

obedience The emperor no fooner underftood this 
breach of faith, than he aflembled his army, and marching 
againft Ottocariu, as a perfidious infraftor of the peace, a 
battie enfued, in which the king was*flain (Y*). After this lutifdl- 
victory, Rodolphiis gave the government of Aujiriny 
Carinthiay and Carniolny to his eldefl fon count Albeit ^ 
he afterwards, in a diet at Angjhiirgy publicly invefied with 
the dukedom of Aujiria^ which was incorporated with the 
college of the princes, and at the fame time he inverted Ro- 
dolphus^ another of his fons, with the county of Siiabia, 
which belonged to him in right of his wife /^/?;?countefs of 
that country (Z). He llkewife refolvcd to adhere to thepodol- 
articles of the laft treaty, and, for that purpofe, put young phus ad 
Wincejlaus^ whom he had deftined for his fon-in-law, under her.i to the 
the tutelage oiQtho marquis of Brandenburg. treaty in 

Then he declared war againft Henry of Bavaria, (/ 

had fovoured Ottocarus, in hopes of (haring the fpoils, fiiould 
that prince be victorious. His brother Levjis count Palatine, 
and f )n-in-Iaw to the emperor, though he had hitherto been 
fu mly attached to Rodolphui, in expectation of recovering the 
inveftiinre of Aujlria, being by this time difappointed in his 
hope, was on the eve of declaring openly for his brother, 
that, bv their united force, they might compel the emperor 
to beftow the duchy of Aujlria upon a Bavarian prince* 


‘ ^ SvLv. Belie pi. c. 27. Dvbrar^. 1 . xvii. Bonf. lib, 

viii. Ki?antz. Wand. lib. yii. A vent, ann. Boior. lib. 

vii. p 570. 


( 7 ) In this battle the empe- 
ror\s hoife being killed, he 
fought Oh foot with great gal- 
lantry, until he was remounted 
by Pertold Capclla ; then he fu^- 
rioufly charged among the 
thickeft of the foe, and by bis 
perfonal valour contiibuted to 
the fortune of the day ( 1 1 ). 

(Z) About this time appear- 
ed one Tilo Collup, a man of 
fome eloquence and undaunted 
effrontery. He pretended to be 

fn) Advent in, mu. Soior, lib, v\\, p, 
till jup. Advent, ann, B9i3r,p, yj 2 . 


the real emperor Frederic U, 
who had, for thirty \ears, been 
obliged to be concealed in the 
Holy Land, toe;udc the fury of 
the Infidels. He claimed the 
empire as his right, and altho’ 
he was generally confidered as 
a fanatic, he found means to en- 
gage fome people in his caufe; 
but he was apprehended at 
Wejlzlar, and, with all his ad- 
herents, condemned to the 
ffames ( 1 2)^ 

571 , [12) Rtmarf.Jur Beifi, 

0^3 But, 
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Bvit, before they could join and take proper mcafurcs for 
maintaining the war, Rodolphiis fell fuddcnly upon Henry ^ 
whom he entirely defeated ; fo that the projeft fell to the 
ground, and the empei or granted him. peace, though upon 
conditions that were very hard upon his fon Othoy who had 
married Catherine the* daughter of Rodolphiis ; for he obliged 
him to reftore LitZy Steyery and the other towns above the 
river Ensy which he had given to that princefs by way of 
dower. 


Rodolphus, without going in perfon into /Mfy, termi- 
nated all his differences with the pope, by means of ambaf- 
' fadors. In the year of his coronation having held 

a council at Lyons, at which J/phon/oking of Cajiiky and 0t» 
tocarus king of Bohemia, had, by their ambafladors, de- 
manded the imperial crown, Rodolphus font thither his chan- 
cellor Otho, with full power to confirm all the privileges 
which his prcdeccflbrs had granted to the holy fee, provided 
the empire fhould in no fhape be difmembered. Accords 
ingly Otho agreed and fwore, in his mafter’s name, to a cer- 
tain number of articles concerning the defence of the lands 
belonging to the holy fee, and Gregory on his fide confirmed 
the imperial crown to Rodolphus, rejefting the claims of his 
. competitors K Next year there was an interview between 
the emperor and the po^, in the city of Laufanne, where 
nr:ith the former promifed to refiore to the church all the countries 
fope at between Radicofani and Ceperano, the exarchate of Ravennay 
Laufanne, Pentapolis, the marquifate of j^ncona, the duchy of Spoleto, 
and pro* the eftateof thecountefs Mathilda, the county of Bertinoroy 
tni/es to go and all the lands mentioned •in the different privileges granted 
to the Ho by ic^is the emperor. On thefe conditions the crown was 
'}y Land, again confirmed to Rodolphus, who engaged not only to repair 
to Rome, at the feaft of Pentecoji next epfuing, to receive the 
crown from the hands of the pope, but likewife to fet out for 
Pale/line, immediately after the ceremony of his coronation 
and, as a mark of this his intention, he at that time took the 
crofs. This laft condition, in "all probability, was ftipulated 
by the pope, in order to hinder the emperor from enterprii’^ 
ing any-thing in Italy. But Rodolphus made no prepara^ 
tions either to go to Rome or the Holy Land : on the con- 
trary, he im powered ambafiadors to receive the oath of alle- 
giance from th^ inhabitants of the cities of Romagnia, and the 
neighbouring countries ; inftance of difregard which prot 


* MiyiiAN. cum Surit. Ind. lib. ii, BaTron. Cart. i. tom. i. 
p. 552, » Krantz, Sax. 1 . viii. c. 30. 

^ TOk^d 
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voked hk holincfs tofuch a degree, that he had rccourfe to a 
fentence of excommunication K 

After Cregory^s death, Innocent V. wrote to the empe- 
ror, inviting him to fend ambafladors to Rome^ to negotiate 
an accommodation with the holy fee, forbidding him at the 
fame time to go thither in perfon, unfil the peace Ihould be 
concluded, and the difpute terminated between him and 
Charles of Anjou, about the vicariate of Tufeany^ and the coun- 
ty of Provence^ The king of Sicily had obtained the vicariate 
during the interregnum, and ftill kept it, after the eleftion of 
an emperor, when he had no longer any juft clabn to that 
office. Rodolphus, at the fame time, difputed with the fonof 
Charles the pofleffion of Provence and Forcalquier, which he 
affirmed had devolved to the empire, of which they were 
fiefs, by the death of Raymond Berenger, w'ho left no male 
iffue, and had no power to bequeath his dominions to heirs 
female, in right of whom they were claimed and poflefled by 
Charles of Anjou. 

Pope John XXL had writ to the fame purpofe, and \C\A Perform s 
injunftions upon the archbilhop of Alentz to perfuade the his arii’- 
emperor to perform his promifes ; finally, Nicholas III. preflT- 
ed him to confirm the articles he had promifed to Gregory, 
which he now willingly performed, not only in confideration ’ ' 

of the vicariate of Tu/cany, which was at length yielded to *^^ 9 * 
him by Charles king of Sicily (A), at the defire of the pope, 
but alfo becaufe he was inclined to a reconciliarion with the 
holy fee. His ambaffador therefore renewed and confirmed, 
in full confiftory at Rome, all the promifes which he had 
made ; and the nuncio, whom th^pope fent into Germany, ob* 
taijied a full ratification of thefe articles, as well from the em- 
peror as from the princes of the empire Notwithftanding 
this agreement, the pope, far from having any real friendftiip 

** N^ucter, vol. ii. gen. 48. p. 968. Pecord. Malespin, 
in Hill. Florent c. 99 Viclan. in Hill. Florcnt. Trith. 

Chr. Hirfaiig. ad, ann. 1273. • • Rai.v. ad. ann. 1279, 

n, 45. 


(A) By the mediation of the 
pope, a peace was concluded 
betvveen the emperor and the 
l;ing of Sicily^ on condition that 
Chari renounce the v}. 

Cariate of Tufeany ; that he and 
hh heirs fhould poHefs the pro- 


vinces of Provence and ForcaU 
quier, as fiefs of the empire, 
and the accommodation was 
cemented by ex match between 
Charles Martel the grand Ton of 
his Sicilian ftajefty, and CAmen- 
tia the emperor's dau|^ter ( 1 3)« 


(13) Rain, ad, ann, 1279. ». ro. 

0.4 
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for Charles king^of Sicify^ wiflied for nothing fo mttch as his 
dcftruftion, and the expulfion of his family from the throiMJ 
of Naples. Charles had affronted his pride in rejefting with 
difdaia a match that he propofed between bis nephew and 
one of the daughters of the prince of ; and this flight 

operated fo ftrongly trpon his refentment^ that he engaged in 
the confpiracy of Jom di Procida, which broke out ia the 
xnaflacrc, known by the appellation of the SiciHan^ Vefpers, 
and had well-nigh terminated in the ruin of his Sicilian ma- 

The emfe- .The emperor flill refided in Jujlria or StiriUy infenfibly 
ror in^efls preparing the people of thefe provinces for becoming fubjefts 
hs fon Al* to his family : he granted privileges to the clergy, beftowed 
dignities upon the noblemen, diminifhed the taxes, built 
and repaired public edifices, and, in a word, behaved with 
fucb generofity and moderation, as won their hearts, and they 
unanimoufly demanded a prince of the imperial houfe. In 
confequence of this agreeable requeft, he founded the Cer* 
man princes, and finding them favourably difpofed towards 
him and his family, convoked a diet at Jugjhurg^ where 
his fon Mert received the inveftiture of Auftria^ Stiria, Car^ 
niola, and the march of the Vinides : but this ceremony was 
not performed until Rodolphus had obtained the confent of 
Albert duke of Saxony^ who had more weight in the diet 
than any other nobleman oi Germany. At the fiuiie aflembly 
Podolphiis the emperor’s fecond fon was inverted with Suahia^ 
which had devolved to the emperor upon the death of Cm* 
radifi^ who left no iflue ; and Carinthia^ with the march of 
Trevi/anOf was bertowed upQn the count of Tj/ro/ P (C). 

Immediatelt 


the duchy 
of Avi” 
ilria, &c. 
A. D. 
l?S3. 


• See the Hiftory of Naples. r Dumont. Corp. Diploin, 

tom. i. parti, p. 247. 


(C) The ceremonial of tak- 
ing pofTclTion of this duchy is 
fo fingular, that we iliall de- 
feribeit for the entertainment of 
the readtr. Near the town of Si. 
Poit, in a pleafant valley, are 
the ruirs of an 61 d town, the 
name of which i*. not known : 
in the nelghbourhcYid of thefe 
is a piece of marble fet upright, 
and upoiLlhis Hands a peafant 
of a certmn family, which has 


hereditary right to take that 
Hation. On his right hand is ^ 
black meagre bullock, on his 
left a lean mare, and all around 
him a crowd of pcafants and 
other people. Then the prince, 
environed by his officers, ad- 
vances with the Handards and 
marks of principality. Count 
Goritx,, who is marfhal of the 
court, goes 'firft, with twelve 
{mall ftandards, and is followed 
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IjIMEftt ATfiLt after the diet, the emperor inarched into 
jtykte, totheaffiftance of the biihop of BaJiL from whom the 
coutft de MmtbeUiard had (aken the cattle of Porentrui^ 
Mfhich Rod^lfhits in perfon befieged, and reftored to the right 
owner; then he appeafed fome quarrels which had produced 
a civil war among the inhabitants of Mulhaufen^ and coft 
their neighbours a^ndante of blood. But, notwithftanding 
all the care and induftry he exerted In re-eftablilhbg peace 
and tranquility through the towns of Germany^ the ^irit of 
difeord reigned in many cities, and even pollelled the churches 
and religious communities. There was fcarcc a parifti which 
did not feel themiferres of civil war. The different procef- 
fioDS engaged each other in the ftreets ; canons fought with 
their own bifhops, and the burghers, as well as noblemen, de- 
cided the moft trivial difpute hj Angle combat. Nay, tlys ‘ 
abfurd cuftom prevailed with Inch rage and barbarity, that 
U contributed as much as all the other wars to the depo- 
pulation of the empire. 

About this period the pope tried all his endeavours to 
execute the projeft for a crufade, which had been formed by 
Gregory X. and even began to levy through all the countries 

by all the magiflratcs in their ** The favour is purchafed of 
formalities, while the prince ** thee for fixty deniers : thefe 
hi mfelf appears in the habit of ^ beails are thine: thou (halt 
a flicpherd. He is no fooner ** have the cloaths the prince 
perceived by the peafant on the ** now wears, and thy family 
done, than he exclaims in the •• (hall be exempted from 
Sciavonian tongue, “ Who is H taxes.’* Then the prince ap- 
** he that comes with fuch a preaching, receives a box on 
“ magnificent train ?” He is the car from the peafant, who 
anfwered, It is the prince of exhorts him to be a good judge* 
** the country.” The peafant So faying, he gives him his 
alks again, Is he an equitable place, and carries off the bul- 
judge, zealous for the good lock and the mare ; the prince 
of his country ? Is he of a, mounts the (lone, brandifhes his 
liberal difpoikion ? Does he fword, promifes to judge equi- 
deferve to.be honoured ? Is tably, goes to hear mafs, quits 
he an obferver and defender his paftoral garb for apparel 
** of the catholic religion?** more fuitabletohrs quality, en* 
Being anfwered in the affirma-' tertaios the company, arid re- 
tive, I defire to know, cries turns to the ttooc, where he 
** he, by what right he comes hears fomecaules, and rcceivas 
to take my place ?’* Then homage fow the vacant fieis 
the count de Gj^ritz exclaims, (14). 

( 14 ) Sylv, Sf£t» 

Pf 
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of Chrillendom, the tythcs which had been granted for this 
purpofe by the council at Lyons. Rodolphus convoked a diet 
at WirttJburg to deliberate On this fubjeft, and was not difpleafed 
to find all the princes, ecclefiaftic as well as fccular, averfe to 
this impofition. Indeed his holinefs could not have chofen 
a more improper feafoh for carrying this defign into execu- 
tion, The emperor was intirdy ingroffed by the mcafures 
he took to aggrandize his family, and efiabliih his power. 
Peter III, of Arragon was employed in fupporting his claim 
to Sicily ; Cafiile was harrafled by a civil war, on the death 
of Alphonfo ; Italy was divided by a quarrel that raged be- 
tween the Genoefe and Pifans ; the pope himfelf could hardly 
contain the Romans and fubjefts of the ecclefiaftical ftate 
within the bounds of their duty ; and Hungary was laid 
wafte by the Cumani, a favage people, inhabiting part of IVala- 
chia and Moldavia, who poured like a deluge every year 
into Hungary, precifely about the time of harveft, and lived 
with their families and flocks until they had confumed all 
the fruits of the earth, and all the fubflance the country af- 
foi*ded ; then they retired to their own habitations. Thcfc 
incurfions were repeated for feveral feafons, and the Hunga- 
rians, quite difpirited under the government of Ladijlaus HI. 
a weak effeminate prince, till at length they derived courage 
from defpair, and prevailed upon their monarch to lead them 
againft the enemy. He accordingly levied an army, and 
took pofleflion of the hills of Krapatz, by which the Cumani 
ufually entered the kingdom ; there waiting for a proper 
opportunity, attacked them, while they were engaged in the 
defiles, with fuch fury andainexpedled refolution, that the 
greateft part of them werfe cut in pieces, and their king Olcto- 
mer obliged to retreat with the utmoll precipitation ; how- 
ever, he Toon returned with a reinforcement of Tartars, and 
penetrating as far as Pejlh, deftroyed the whole country 
with fire and fword 

Honorius IV. who about this time fucceeded Martin In 
the papacy, began his reign by declaring one Pinzivello Flefea, 
a Genoefe, vicar of the eippire in Italy, and his office was con- 
firmed to him by the emperor, who had no inclination to 
quarrel with the Roman fee : this vicar, however, behaved 
with fuch infolence and indiferetion as attrafted the hatred 
and contempt gf the Tttfcans\ fo that there was a ncceflity for 
divefting him of his dignity, and Rodolphus appointed in bis 
room Henry Crodhtr, bifhop of Bafil, his own chancellor, a no- 

^ Bonfik, Dec. ih Hb. viii. 


mlnation 
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mination which was approved by the pope, in conlideratioa 
of the emperor’s relinquiftiing all the rights the empire Aill 
retained upon the exarchate of Ravenna 

Although Martin and his predeceflTors had often invit- His rea- 
cd Rwhlphus to come and receive the imperial crown, he fon fttr de- 
would never go to Rome ; but‘to thofe who prefled him to ejininfr the 
that journey, he ufed to repeat the fable of the fox, who 
fiifed to go ^nd vifit the flek lion, becaufe he perceived the 
footfteps of a great many animals who went thither, but 
none of thofe who came back. In the fame manner the em- 
peror obferved that many of his predeceflTors had gone to 
Itafy^ but that they feldom, if ever, returned, without the 
lofs cither of their rights or authority He therefore con- 
tented himfelf with knding his chancellor into Italy ^ with 
power to receive, in his name, the homage and allegiance of 
the imperial towns, but they refufed to take the oaths to a 
commiflary ; fo that one would have thought Rodolphus 
fhould have reduced them to their duty by force : but being 
in no condition to take this ftep, he bad recourfe to the me- 
thod of accommodation, and was the firft emperor who fold 
thefe privileges and immunities which they have fince en- 
joyed. The city of Lucca paid but twelve thoufand crowns, a. D. 
thofe of Florence, Genoa, and Bologna, paid but fix thoufand | ^86.* 
each, on condition, neverthelefs, tliat ^bey fliould ftill pre- Sells bis 
ferve their Hdelity to the empire, of Which they were mem- jurifdiaion 
bers f. This conduft not a little tarniftied the reputation of over feme 
Rodolphus, who, in the fequel, was looked upon as an ava- ofthelt^^ 
ritious prince, who turned every thing to ready money (D). cities. 

He ordained, with the confcn| of the ftates, that the Cer- Orders the 
man language only fliould be ufed in all proceedings at law, German 


*' Barue, tom. vi. p. 209, * Spond. Contin. Barre, 

tom. i. p. 364. * Mach. Hid. de Fir. lib. i. Sicon. 

de Regn. Ital. 1. xx. in fin. ex Blondp. Flat. Sabell. Trich. 
K-kant^. Nauc. Cufpin. 


(D) Lucenfis^ who was an 
eye -witnels of thefe tranfa£lions, 
affirms in chronic. MS. that Ro- 
dolphus, in the year 1283, fent 
his vice-chancellor into Italy, 
of whom many ^ufean cities 
purchafed their liberties, and 
, that in 1^88, another chancel- 
lor, called Prineevalles, fold the 


emperor’s jurifdidlion to the in- 
habitants of Lueca, for the fum 
fpecified above 3 and that feve- 
rai cities redeemed themfelves : 
but there is no mention made 
of Florence, the^cUizens of which 
deny that their liberties were 
purchafed ditber from Prince^ 
valles or the emperor (15). 


and 


(15) S/Mid. cons^ Bor, 405. 
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language and in the diets, that every perfon might underftand in 
u be ufed his mother tongue the affairs in which his intereft was con- 
in lan;j cerned. In the fame language alfo, he ordered the firft con- 
fr^ceid^ ftitution of the empire to be published, relating to every 
thing that was to be mutually obferved between the ccclefi- 
aftics and fecular printes and ftates, as well as the adminiftra- 
tion of jufticc, and the policy and fubordination cftablifhed 
among the vaflals and fubjefts erf" the empire 

The emperor’s chancellor, whom the pope had created 
archbllhop of Mentz^ returned to Germany , loaded with 
gold and filver, and accompanied by a legate called John 
Bvccamaliy bifhop of Tufcuhm^ who held a council at 
IVirtzburgj where he publifhed regulations to prevent difor* 
ders among the clergy, and demanded, in the pope’s name, 
one fourth of the income of all benefices for the term of four 
years. This exaftion was ftrenuoufly oppofed by the arch- 
bifliops of Cologne and Triers ^ and particularly by Conrad 
bifhop of Toul^ who expatiated upon the mifehiefs which had 
been entailed upon the empire by fuch legations, and pro- 
tefted aloud, in the name of the German bifhops, againfi 
every thing that fhould be done in the affembly in flavour of 
the pope’s demand. Thefe remonftanccs involved the coun- 
cil in fuch confufion and tumult, that the legate’s nephew 
and another Roman nobleman loft their lives, and Buccamali 
himfclf, who efcaped with great difficulty, excommunicated 
the bifhop of Toult as a perfon refraftory to the orders of the 
holy fee, and a perturbator of the public peace 

The council bdng finifhed, the emperor fent his fon Ro* 
do! films to reduce a numbenbof freebooters who had made an 
irruption into Sxvifferland, while his eldeft fan Albert befieg- 
cd the town of Weill y which was fupported in its rebellion by 
William abbot of St, Gall, Both expeditions were attended 
with fuccefs ; the banditti were deftroyed, the town furren- 
dcred, and the abbot was obliged to fubmit to the emperor s 
decifion, touching the privileges of his abbey. Then the 
young Rodolphus turned his arms againft the town of Lau- 
deppi^edof ferburgy which had revolted in confequence of his endea- 
7 ts prtwi- vours to diveft it of its antient privileges, and his hither 
coming to his affiflance, the place was befieged and obliged 
^ifles 7 fk\- furrender at dlfcretton. But he did not meet with the 
face^^#- fame fuccefs ir^^his war with y^;^/7«olordof Rafoljieiny againft 
feajed, whom he fent a body of troops, becaufe he rrfnfed to divide 
his lands with h\s brother and nephew, in obedience to the 


*rhp abbot 
af St. 
Gall // 

humbled. 


Lauter- 
burg 


« Avent. ann. Boior. p. 567, & feq, Ann. Suev. Cruf. 
partiii. 1 . iii. c. i. * Fvgg. I. i. c. 15. 
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emperor’s decree. The imperial ttoops were defeated, and 
Anfdmo took fcvcral towns and fortreflbs, proceeding with 
fuch rapidity in his conquefts, that the whole province of Al- 
facevJ2iS filled with the terror of his name ; until the empe- 
ror, in perfon, arrived with a ftrong body of forces, and pnt 
an end to the war by an accoihmodatkto y. Rodolp/mt having The mtfi* 
m a great meafore quelled the troubles of the empire, enjoy- rors 
ed the fatisfaftion of feeing his daughter Jftidit/j married to daughttrU 
Wtncejlans king of Bohemia^ who, before the ceremony was 
performed, renounced by a folemn oath all his pretenfions to ^ 
the duchies of Aifiria and Stitia^ as well as to the other "^'^®*®*** 
fiefs belonging to the fucceffion of Frederic^ fumamed The 
Warlike, and the emperor, to whom this advantageous match 
could not but be very agreeable, confirmed by patent the ho- 
norary poft of cup-bearer attached to the aown of St^he- 
mia. 

This affair being confummated, Rodo^hts convened a A. I), 
general affembly of the princes at Erfort, where the famous 1 290. 
quaiTel touching the fucceffion of the landgraviate of Thu- Diet at 
rmpa, was terminated, to the fatisfaftion of all parties, by a £rfort. 
divifion, in confequence of which Thuringia, properly fo 
called, remained in the hands of Albert, fonof Henry the It- 
hiftrioiis, marquis of Mifnia, and the weftern part, dlftinguifti- 
cd by the name of Heffe, devolved to the pcrflerky of Henry 
duke oi Brabant But the diief deliberations of this diet Dijj>utis 
turned upon a difpnte of much greater confequenoe. Ladif- about the 
tails III. king of Hungary, having been killed by the Cumani, faccejjion 
his kingdom was claimed by three competitors ; namely, 

Charles Martel of Sicily, the nephew of Ladijlaus by his filler 
Mary, Andrew the Venetian, grandfonof king Andrew, 

Rodolphus, who pretended that Hungary was a fief of the 
empire. Nicholas IV. who had fuccceded Honorius in the pa- 
pacy, fent a legate into Germany, to declare to the emperor 
that Hungary belonged to the church of Rome, and to for- 
bid all perfons whatever to interfere in any fhape with the 
pretenfions of the holy fee. * Notwithftanding this prohibi- 
tion, Andrew the Venetian took pofleflion of the throne; and, 
when the pope afterwards, by the hands of a legate, bellow- 
ed the crown upon Charles Martel, the emperor protefted 
againft the coronation, and beftowed the inveftiture of Hun- 
gary upon his own fon Albert ; but next ycj^r he renounced 
his pretenfions in favour of Charles, who married his daugh- 

y Barre, tom. vi. p. 225. * ApndMENBK£N,tomr 

ii. p. 491. 
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ter dementia, according to the treaty formerly concluded be^ 
tv\ cen him and the king of Sicily 

After the diet at Erfort, Rodolphus took the field againft 
Otho count Palatine of Burgundy, the declared enemy of the 
empire, who had taken the oath of allegiance to Philip the 
Fair king of France, and been formerly put to the ban of the 
empire, for that inftance of apoftacy. Rodolphus had defeat- 
ed him in a pitched battle, and compelled him to fue for 
peace, which was granted : but now, being joined by the 
count de Montbelliard, he renewed the war, and the empe* 
ror marching againft him, at the head of twenty tlioufand 
men, made himfelf mafter of Montbelliard, ravaged the coun-^ 
try, and undertook the fiegc of Befanfon (E). But he was fo 
hampered for want of provifions, that he llftened to terms 
of accommodation, and a treaty was concluded at Baftl, on 
condition that Otho and his allies ihould pay the expence of 
the war, and do homage to the emperor, who, on his part, 
ftiould difeharge them of all fentences and decrees of pro* 
feription. 

All the malccon tent princes of the empire being reduced 
to order, Rodolphus refolved to extirpate fome formidable 
bodies of banditti, who infefted the provinces of Franconia, 
Suabia^ and Thurmgia ; and with this view fent detachments 
of troops to diflodge them from their recefles and retreats : 
thefe in a little time freed the country from the oppreifion 
under which it had groaned for many years, and todk nine* 
ind-twenty of their chiefs, whom the emperor ordered to be 
tried and beheaded, although they belonged to the beft fii- 
milies of the province. Nay, fuch was the zeal of this prince 
for the eftablifliment of tranquility in the empire, that under* 
ftanding juftice was very partially adminiftered in the remote 
provinces, he appointed extraordinary judges to make a mi* 


* VlLLANl, lib. vii. c. 134, 


(E) While he was employed 
in the liege of Befan^on, ambaf- 
fadors arrived in his camp from 
the king of France, giving him 
to underfiand,that, if he would 
not raife the he would 

inarch to the amfiance of the 
duke of Burgundy: fn anfwer to 
this melTage Rodolfhus faid. 


Let him come j wc (hall wait 
and receive him with open 
arms : he fliall feel and own 
that we have not come hither 
to dance and make merry ; 
and know by experience how 
eafy it is to give law with 
the fword (16)/* 


(t6) Avtnt^ ann% Bner, lib* vu.^. 571. 


nute 
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nutc inquiry into all malverfations of that kind, and ordered 
them to punifti the delinquents upon the fpot, according to 
their demerits, of what rank and quality foever they might 
be. By this expedient he not only laic^a reftraint upon thofc 
who thought they could ftielter themfelves from juftice, un- 
der the (hadow of their Wealth and intcreft, but at the fame 
time filled his own coffers with the fines which were exafted 
from the guilty 

Rodolphus, after haying reigned eighteen years, finding Th princes 
himfelf exhaufted and indifpbfed, convoked a diet at Prank* refufe ts 
fort^ where he demanded, tnat the imperial crown fliould be ku 
fecured to his fon Albert duke of Aujiria^ by creating him^” 
king of the Romans \ biit the princes excufed themfelves 
from complying with this requeft, on pretence that the em* 
pire could not maintain two kings at once. Chagrined at 
this refufal (F), he repaired to Strajhurg, from whence hefet 
out for Sptre^ faying he would go and pay a vifit to the de- 
ccafed emperors. This he aftually performed, fooner, per- jr/^ ^ 
haps, than he expcflcd ; for, being taken ill at Germerfbeim^ Germcr- 
he died in the 73d year of his age ; and, his body being car- fheim. 
ried to Spire^ was interred in the great church, together with A.D. 
the reft of the emperors 

By his firft wife Ann^ daughter of Albert count Hoeberg^ 
whofe dowry was the greateft part of the landgraviate of 
Alface^ he had (even fons and as many daughters ; but of the 
firft none remained, except Albert duke of Auftria^ and Ro* 
dolphus duke of Suabia and landgrave of Alface. The daugh- 
ters were Jutta or Judith^ wife of Wincejlaus king of Bohe-^ 
min ; Clementia, married to Charles king of Hungary ; Ma^ 
thilda^ wife of Le^wis count palatine ; Agnes^ efpoufed by 
Albert duke of Saxony ; Hedrige, married to Otho marquis 
of Brandenburg ; Catherine^ wife of Otho duke of Bavaria 5 
and Eupheme, who was a nun 

Thus died Rodolphus^ on his birth- day, in the feventy- ^nd cha^ 
third year of his age, and jhe eighteenth of his reign, a raSUr, 

^Variloq. Erfardian. p. 490. * Barre, t. vi. p. 240. 

Annal. de TEmp. c. i. p. 369. ^ Barre, ubi fup. 

(F) This chagrin co-operated who was called Jehn^ and af- 
with his grief for the death of terwards murdered his uncle 
Ms Ton Rodolphus^ which hap- Albert king of^ the Romans^ to 
penedafew months before this whom he ctved his educatioA 
tranfaftion. That prince left {9). 
his wife big with child of a fon. 


(9} Strttv* Fnhd. 9 


prince. 
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prince^ renowned for his valour^ fagacity, and love of juft- 
ice, who, by his fdb conrage and condnf^, extricated the 
empire from mtfery and eonfufion, and reflored it to the 
fruition of peace, policy, and riches, fje was extremely 
frank and obliging, ^lain in his dreft, and very much ad- 
difted to pleamtry {G). His ftatore was tall and thin, his 
head fmall, his complexion pale, his ao& lemarkiibly long, 
and hair fcanty. 


(G) Two deputies of a cer- 
tain town, having one day 
waited upon him to remon- 
flrate upon the necdlities of 
his fdlow-cidzoas. he liftened 
With mat attendon to what 
they laid, and obferving that 
the beard of onO was black and 
his head grey, while the other's 
head was black and his beard 
grey, he alked the reafon of 
theie uncommon phaenomena : 
When the firll replied, My 
<< heard i« grown grey fooncr 
than the hair ot my head, 
hccaufc my chief concern 
hath always centered in my 
** mouth.*’ And the reafon 
which the other gave, was, that 
as the hair of his head was 
older than chat of bis beard, fo 
it was, of confequeAce, fooner 

grey (0. 

A merchant having once 
counplatned to him of an iim- 
keeper of N^nmthhg^ who rc- 
fufed to refund a Aim of money 
which he had depoiiced in his 
hands, the emperor, tho* the 
defendant could not be con- 
victed, took an opportunity fome 
days after, when he came with 
fome ocher deputies of the city 
upon bufineis, to praife his bat, 
and propofe an exchange s ac- 

r 

(0 Wfi mfi. L i2) Ikid, 


cordittgW, he no fooner received 
the kn-xeepex's hat, than he 
fent it as a token to his wife^ 
with a meifage in her hufband'i 
name, defiring fhe would deli- 
ver to the bearer the money 
which the merchant had left in 
his hands . The firatagem fuc- 
ceeded t the wife fetit the purfe, 
w'hich was refiered to the right 
owner^ and the inn-keeper con* 
demned to pay a large fine (2). 

Such was his affability and 
obliging demeanour, that while 
he was no more than count of 
Hapjlmrg^ and engaged in a war 
agamfi the biihop and city of 
i?ii^4fupported by the abbot of 
St^ Gall, finding himfelf un* 
equal to fuch powerful anta^ 

S oniils, he , went one day to 
ine with the abbot, without 
givinjg the leaft previous notice 
of his intention, and found 
means over the gUfs, not only 
to detach the abbot ftom the 
adveife party, butalfo to engage 
him onhis^e (3}. 

With regard to his modern^ 
tion in drefs, it was fo remark^ 
able, that, when Ottacarus kin^ 
of Bohemia came to do him 
homage, in the mofi m^gni^ 
ficent apparel, Moifhus was 
clad in a .coarfe grey coat (4), 

fa) dr Jinf» (4] Ihidn 


Interregnum 
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Interregnum of Nine Months* 

D U R I N G the interregnum, which ifted nine months, the 
empire was expofed to feveral cfomeftic difturbances. 

Conrad^ biftiop of Strnfhurg^ by force of arms, reduced the 
town of Colmar y which let up for independency, and compelled 
the inhabitants to take the oath of allegiance to his bi other 
Frederic de Lichtemberg. The noblemen of Aiiftria and 
Stiria were extremely difgufted at the adminiftration of duke 
Albert y who, inftead of indulging them like his father, began 
to govern with great rigour, and lay them under fuch re- 
jftriflioiis and impofitioris, that they exclaimed loudly againfl A.D. 
his condufl, and even taxed him with the defign of cnllaving 1291, 
his fubjedls. Nor was their refentment limited to ojom-Ih.ttobk^ 
plaints only ; they entered into an affociation, which was of 
fupported by the kings of Hungary and Bohemidy Otho duke 
of Bavaria, and Conrad of Saltzboiirg, on condition of 
their being rewarded with part of the fpoil ; and, having re- ^ 
Volted openly, took the field with thefe their allies. Albert, 
finding it would be a difficult talk to reduce them by force 
of arms, publifhed a manifefto, in which he promifed to re- 
eftabMi the government upon the old footing, and put the 
noblemen and people in pofieffion of their aniient privileges, 
provided they would return to their duty. This declaration 
had great weight with the malecontents ; and by the media- 
tion of Lewis count palatine of the Rhine, firft a truce was 
agreed to, and then peace was concluded, to the farisfadlion 
of all parties 

But this difference did not produce fuch ferious confe- Difputet 
qucnces as thofc that attended the difpute between the pre- nbout the 
tenders to the fucceffion of Valeran III. duke of LimbourgyJucccjjlon 
who had died in the reign of Rodolphus, leaving one only 
daughter, called Hefmengarde, married to Renaud count 
Guelderland, This lady likewife dying without i/Tue, AdoU 
pbus, count Bergue, who was her coufin, difputed the fuc- 
ceflion with Her hufband, who infiftcd upon keeping pof- 
feffion of Limbourg during his natural life. Adolphus, find- 
ing himfelf too weak to cope with fuch a powerful anta- 
gonift, ceded his right, in confideration of a large fum of 
money, to John duke of Brabant, who refolvdd to Confirm 
his purchafe by force of arms, and put himifelf at the head 
of an army for that purpofe. Renaud was no fooner ap- 

^ Barre, tthifap. 
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prifcd of h*is defign, than he engaged in an alliance with the 
archbifliop of CologHy the . counts of Luxemburg^ ClcveSy 
JidicrSy NiiJfaUy and fcveral other 'Uoblemen, who joined 
their forces near AixUa.ChapcUcy and both fides commenced 
hoftilities without fprther hefitation. When the armies 
were in fight of each other, and juft ready to engage, fome 
nobfemen, who were neutral, propofed that the difpute 
fliould be decided by the arbitration of the counts of Flan- 
dors and Hainault. The propofal was embraced by tlie com- 
petitors, and the arbiters, having confidcred the cafe with 
due deliberation, pronounced, that the count of Giiclderland 
fhould enjoy the duchy for his life, and that the reverfion 
(hould be vcflcd in the duke of Brabant, 

This fcntcnce, equitable as it was, difgufted both parties; 
and before any other fteps could be taken for an accommo- 
dation, the count of GucUcrland made over his right to 
Henry of Luxemhurgy who was defeended from the dukes 
of Limhonrgy and a<^hially the next male heir of thatduthy. 
Then both parties, with their allies, had recourfc to arms'. 
Several fkirmilhes were fought with various fuccefs, the 
friends of the count of Gueldcrland made an unfuccefsful at- 
tempt upon Macfirichty and ravaged the territory of Dalem ; 
the duke of Brahaniy pafling the Mcitfcy laid wafte part of' 
the duchy of Limhourg\ and at length the two armies meet- 
ing at IVoringaiy a fortrefs between Colcgn and NidtSy be- 
longing to the archbifiiop of Cologriy a very obftinate battle 
enfued, in wdiich Henry of Luxcjnburg and his brother loft 
their lives, after having performed miracles of courage, the 
archbifhop of Cotogriy the counts of Naffau, Juliet's, and 
Guelder landi were taken prifoners, and the duke of Brabant 
obtained a complete viftory, in confeqiience of which he got 
quiet pofleilion of Limbourg, This acquifition was confirmed 
to him by Henry IV, of Luxemburg^ afterwards emperor, 
who, loon after his father’s untimely death, married the 
duke ol Brabanfs cldeft daughter ; and after this marriage 
the dukes of Brabant and the counts of Luxernburg always 
lived in the greateft harmony and friendfiiip c. 


ADOLPHUS, 

S EVEN or eight months after the deceafe of kodolphus^ 
the princes^of the empire afTcmbled at in order to 

elet^ a new c hief ; and as it was grown into a cuftom, to give 
tile prcfaeace to the family of the laft emperor, their votes 

Ilrft, Luxemb. t. v. 1. 43, 

were 
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Were follklted for Mert duke of. Anjlria ; but* GerhcriJ, 
elector of Mentz^ by artful infinuations to each of them in 
private, obtained their promifes feparately to adhere to his 
nomination, and were not a little aftonifhed to hear him pro- 
pofe his own kinfinan, Adolphus of nMuu whom, how- Adolphui 
ever, they ^ould not in honour rejeft (ft). He was accord- o/'NaWu 
Ingly proclaimed emperor, and tho’ he poiTeired fome of el$aed tm- 
thofe qualifications which conftitute a great prince, he wa9/<fw, 
not rich enough to fupport the imperial dignity. 

The beginnings of his reign were fortunate, inafmuch A. D. 
as he governed the empire by the advice of Boemond^ arch- ' ^9** 
bifliop of Triers, a prelate of great Virtue and capacity, who 
perfuaded the emperor to leave all thofe in poflelllan of theib 
employments, who had ferved his predecefTor with fidelity, 
although fome of them had connexions with his rival, Albert 
diikc of AuJlria : nor had he the leaf!: caufe to repent of the 
confidence he repofed in their honour. 

As his natural genius inclined him to war, and he was Dedans j 
ckTirous of employing thofe princes who were averfe to his 
elevation, he convoked a diet at , and propofed that 

^ Cusp, in Adol. Aven. Ann. Boior. 1. vii. p. 57 S. 


(IT) Adolphus was the Ton of 
W air ah count de NaJJ'ait, and 
the poorcfl prince that ever af- 
cended the imperial throne ; 
for all his poirciTions were li- 
mited to the lord (hips of iftein, 
IViJhaik)^^ and Wrilhourg, in the 
tonnty of Naf*u ; but he was 
reckoned the greateft warrior of 
his time. He bad defeated 
Tohn 1. duke of Brabant, in 
five pitched battles ; but in the 
fixth, which was that of Wo- 
ringen, he was taken prifoner, 
and carried before the duke, 
who a&ed him, with a con- 
temptuous fneer, he fivas ? 
‘‘ 1 am (faid he) the count de 
“ NaJ/au, a poor lord of the 
empire 5 but who art thou ?’* 
John (replied the duke) 
againU; wliom thou haft wag- 
“ ed a moll obllinate war, and 


flain live of his heft generals, 
in as many leverc battles. V 
I wonder (cried Adolphus) 
how thou thyfclf haft efcaped 
my fword, which was whetted 
for thee and thee only.” The 
duke was fo llruck with his in- 
trepidity, that he fet him at li- 
berty, overwhelmed him with 
prefents, and follicitcd his 
friendlhip. Nor was Adolphus 
ungrateful in the fequel ;• for, 
when he was raifed to the im- 
.perial throne, he not only gav^ 
him the inveftiture of the fiefsi 
which the dukes of Brabant 
hejd of the empire, but alfo ap- 
pointed him governor and fn- 
preme judge, in nis name, thro’ 
all the* countries from the 
Mofelle to the fea, and from 
the Rhine to Vi^Jipbalia ( i ), 


p} Cufp. in Adolph, Caf, ‘Irophm du Mrsh, /, !». 
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Orho war (hould be declared againft Otho count palatine of Bur- 
count pa- gundy ^ who wanted to difmember Tranche Cornpte from the 
lat:ne of empire, and become a vaflTa! of the French king. 

Bur<Tun- This propofal befng embraced, the archbifliops oi Cologne 
and Mentz^ and tl^ bifhops of Spire and Bafil, furniflied 
him with troops, which at firft took the route of Befajipn ; 
but y^lhert of Jujlria refufmg to contribute his proportion 
for this war, and being fufpefted of carrying on a corref- 
pondence with the king of France^ y^Jolphus marched to- 
wards Siiahia, with intention to feize the fiefs which belong- 
His expe- ed to Albert in that province. The duke, however, came 
dition to the affiftance of his vafTals, with a body of forces, and 

proyes ab‘ poftej him Id f in fuch a manner, that the emperor could not 
orti-ui. againft him, wliilc the boifterons weather that fuper- 

vened eifedually hindered him from executing his fcheme 
againft Tranche Cornpte ; belides, he did not at that time chufe 
to give umbrage to the king of France ^ fo as to produce an 
open rupture with that monarch. 

The mifearriage of this enterprize greatly diminifticd the 
reputation of Adolphus : moreover, being a better foldier 
than a politician, he was too much governed by the advice 
of his ofHcers, and paid too little regard to that of the 
princes of the empire, many of whom, being difobliged at 
this negleft, attached thcmfelves in the fequel to the duke 
of Aufiria\ party, 

%i^eral emperor no fxxiner quitted Alface, than the biftiop of 

ttohhtnen Strqfhurg put a garrifon in the fortrefs of Orteynberg^ in order 
Alface to preferve it for the duke of Aiijlria ; and an infurre6fion 
revolt ; was raifed in Colmar, by fiieans of Anfelmo lord of Rapoljlein, 
who took pofteffion of the town with a body of troops, and 
renounced all allegiance to Adolphus, Information of this re- 
volt being brought t:; the emperor, he marched Alface, 
ravaged the lands of Rapoljicin, and befieged the city of Colmar, 
whieli, being reduced to great extremity, was obliged to 
fun ender at diferetiuu, An^ehno was imprifoned for life, and 
all his eftate conhfeated ; and the provoft of Colmar, wh 9 
was his accomplice, puniflied in the rnoft ignominious man- 
ner. After the reduftion of this town, he took the route of 
Lower Alface, in order to bcfiege the caftle of the 

lord of which had joined the blfhop of Strajburg in his re- 
bellion. l«!ie place was accordingly taken, as well as the 
caftle of tlie count de Wart, remarkable for its ftrength and 
and w'f Htuation ; anu the inhabitants of Strafburg, fearing that his 
redne d by next vifit would bc to them, prevailed upon the bilhop to go 
/ ••f fm- and a(k pardon of the emperor, wliich he obtained for him- 
perar, fdf and his aiFociates. 


Although 
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Although Albert of Auftria had taken the oath of fide- 
lity to the emperor, it was very well known that he enter- 
tained an animofity againft him ; and Adelj^hus, fearing his 
power and refentment, took all thelopportunities in his 
power to engage the friendlhip and at|ichment of the duke. 
With this view he propofed a match between his own fon 
Cerlac and Albert^ daughter ; when the haughty Aiijlrian 
replied, that he would confent to the marriage, provided it 
could raife his daughter to the rank of a princefs : but, that 
being impoffible, he laid Adolphus might fend his daugh- 
ter to one of Albert's fons, whom he intended to make a 
prince (H). 

A WAR breaking out about this time between France and 
England^ on account of fome provinces claimed by each, 
Edward king of England fent ambalTadors to Adolphus to pro- 
pofe an alliance, and to promife, that, if he would rein- 
force him with troops againft France, Edward would go in 

(H) fn the German marriages, are ftilcd matches of the left hand^ 
a maiden of the firft nobility it is ufually llipulatcd, that the 
acquired the title of princefs, wife lhall continue in her origi- 
by marrying a prince ; but a nal condition and rank, and 
maiden of the lower noblelle that the children (he lhall bear 
has not the feme right : Ihe does Hiall have no other rank or prc- 
not even become a countefs or rogative than that of their mo- 
baronefs, by marrying a count thcr. Rodolphus duke of Lunen- 
or a baron. In cafe of fuch an burg cs.\x(ed his wife to be call- 
alliance, the huiband is obliged ed madame Rodolphina, becaufe 
to have recourfe to the emperor, it was a left-handed match, Henry 
and follicit for his wife the ho- la«dgravc of Fhuringta, Erneji 
nours due to his rank. If the and Ed^^ard the Fortunate, mar- 
emperor confents, the diet of quifes of Baden ^ and Frederic 
the empire mull ratify his con- Le*wis eleftor palatine, did not 
fent : then the prince’s wife en- raife their wives to the dignity 
joys the honours due to her of princefs, or demand the 
hufband, and her children are confent of the emperor or diet 
declared capable of fucceeding • to declare the children of thefe 
to the dignities and fiefs of their marriages capable of fucceeding 
father. This was the cafe, in them in their honours and 
the beginning of the thirteenth eftates. They never make fuch 
century, with John Adolphus a requeft, except when they 
duke of Saxe-Weijfenftls, Albert have no children by a former 
duke of SaxeXobourg, George match with a lady of the firft 
William duke of 7. ell, and a quality, or hav8 not made an 
prince of Anhalt, alliance of Qpnfratcrnity with 

In thefe marriages, which fome princes of the empire (ij. 

(i) Barrett, vi. p. *37. 
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perfon to Ccrma^iy, and affift him in his turn, vith forces 
and money, to recover the kingdom of Arks, which Fraarc 
had wrefteJ from tlys empire, Elis propofal was joyfully 
embraced, .becaufc itrwas accompanied with a j^ood lound 
fum of money, whicfei enabled him to pnrcliafc ilie land- 
graviateof Thuringia and Mifnia^ from Albert fnrnamed the 
Depraved^ who had difinherited his own fons, Frcdirir, 
flenry^ and DiElmann^ out of hatred to their mother Mar- 
garet ^ daughter to Frederic II. g. 

Mean while'^he fent ambaffadors to demand from Philip 
king of‘ France the kii.gdom of Arles ^ and feme other coun- 
tries which he pretended were fiefs of the empire, together 
with the crown of thorns that Chrift wore; and to denounce 
war in cafe of a refufal. But Philip, defpifing his impotent 
arrogance, difmiffed his ambaffadors without an anfwer (I) ; 
and this contempt, in all probability, deterred him from 
profecuting the enterprize which he had projc6lcd, for all 
bis exploits were limited to a few fldrinrihes bcivvcen Theo- 
bald count of Pfrt, governor of Alfacc, and tlic troops of 
the king of France^, Philip, however, being informed of 
the le.^gue between the emnerer and tlic king of England, 
made life of the fame expedient, by engaging in bis icaufe 
Albert duke of Auftria, w^ho upon this occafon obferved, 
that there was at Icaft as little dilhonour in taking fubfidies 
from the king of France, as in being penlloiicr to the king of 
England, The Englijh money, which Adolphus received, in- 
ftead of advancing, contributed to the ruin of his affairs ; 
for the purchafe he had made, cmtailed upon him the enmity 
of Ditlmann, Henry, and his brother Frederic ^ weie 

gallant pilnces (K), and defeated his troops upon more oi- 
^afiona than one; and t^c count ot Pftri had, by his inlbJcrii 

beha- 


« Chrotl. Colm. 1. ii. 55 . ^ Adol. 

& hujus Refp. apud Leib. p. i. Cod. Dip. p. 32., 

(I) Philip is faid to have an- Henry ; but conceiving a dif. 
^ered him in thefe two words, guft for this princefs, he at- 
V retp Alltrhund, 1. c. too much Cached hlml'elf to Cunegunda cf 
pfa Gennm (2), Jf 'enhourg, and laid a fchcntefoir 

(K) Albert the Depra^ed\i 7 A ^o'lConing Margaret, who, being 
Itiarried Margaret daughter of apprifed of his dcfign, made 
^he emperor FjtAeric JI. by her efcape from the caftje of 
whom he had three fops, name- Bifenach ; and, in bidding adieu 
Jy, Frederic, DiStmann, and to her children, fcvercly bit the 

^2) Pigmr, ^tbh JJip, /. xi. in 


cheek 
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behaviour to Conrad, biihop of Strc^urg, wholly detached A. S>. 
that prelate from hi^ intereft*.. Beiidc^, his bell friends, ^295. 
and among the reft the ekftor of Mentz, who had raifed him Adolphus 
to the empire, were incenfed, becaufxj he oeilher gave them 
a fliare of the Englijb fubfidy, nor ha| recourfe to their ad- 
vice in his.moft important affairs. Tnefc concuring motives'^^^^^ 
induced the princes of the empire to engage in an affociation 
for the fupport of Erederk, Didlmann, and Heniy, as well 
"as for the prefervation of their own liberty. 

Freduric having taken pofleffion bf“ the margraviate of 
Mifnia, which he inherited from his umcle, levied a body of^ar ivitk 
troops, and entered Thuringia, in order to ex pell the em- Frederic, 
peror, who had aheady made himfelf mafter of fevcral towns 
in that province ; and Adolphus, by way of repi ifal, made 
an irruption into Mifnia, took the city of Drejdcn, together 
with twelve ftrong caftles, and pillaged every place where 
met with.refiftancc. This cruel war continued for the fpac^ , 
of three years ; but juAice prevailed at laft in favour of Frc^ 
deric and his brothers : for Adolphus, notwithftanding all his 
efforts, could never obtain poffeffion of Thuringia, 

Instead of endeavouring, by reforming his conduft, to 
efiat ‘ bad irapreffions he had made upon thp minds of 
hiK people, by engaging in fuch an unequitable emerprize, 
behaviour became more and more haughty and tyrannical. 

He beftowed employments upon the unw'orthy and debauch- ^ 
ed rainifters of his own plcafures ; and ruled with a moft ar- * 

bitrary fway, in diametrical oppofition to the rcmonftrances 
of the nobles, whom he treated with infolence and difdain. 


A.D. 

r297. 


* Paralip. Ursp. p. 342. 


cheek of Frederic the eldefl, in 
order to imprint upon his mind 
the memory of his mother’s 
wrongs: hence he derived the 
appellation Frederic %vith tJpe 
bitten Cheek, Margaret having 
retired to a monaftery at Frank- 
fort, her hufband lived openly 
with his concubine, by whom 
■he had a fon called Lenms, to 
whom he gave the additional 
name of Apicius, He was dif- 
Uaftedly fond of this child, and 


refolved to declare him his heir : 
but afterwards forefeeing the 
oppofition he mud have en- 
countered from the noblemen of 
the empire, as well m from hi^ 
own vaffals, he put up his fiefs 
to fale, that he might give the 
purchafe-money to his ballard * 
but there was no bidder except 
the emperor, who bought them 
for twelve thoiiland marks of 
lilver{3) * 

% , 


{ 3 ) Struv, P cried, 9 , 


These 
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•who form Thes£ imprudent proceedings alienated the hearts of al- 

a con- moft ^11 the princes and Hates of the empire ; the fpirit of 
fpiracy difcontent diffufed itfclf through every province of Germany ^ 
and a great number cl noblemen, ecclefiaftic as well as fecu- 
lar, not only declare| openly againft his mal-admiiilftration, 
but even formed a confpiracy, in order to remove him fiom 
the throne. Not that he was utterly deftitute of adherents ; 
Bohemond archbiftiop of Triers^ Rodolphus count palatine of 
the Rbhiey and Otho duke of Bavaria, Hill lupported his in- 
tereH, and fiirniihed him with troops ; at the head of which 
he took the field, and encamped at Voigtland, to obferve the 
motions of thofe princes who had declared themfelves his 
enemies ; namely, Gerhard archbiftiop of Mentz, Wincejiaus 
king of Bohemia, Albert duke of Auftria, the two margraves 
of Brandenburg, and the duke of Saxony, 
digefi av- The confederates aftfembled at Prague for the coronation 
ticks of of IViiKcf.aus, and next day deliberated upon the heads of 
acctifation accufiltiou, which might ferve as a foundation for depofing 
againjl Adolphus, digefting them into the following articles. That 
Adol- ftiamefuily renounced the rights of the empire in 

pnus j Lombardy : that, inHead of eftabliftiing union and 

peace in the provinces of Germany, he had fomented a divi- 
fion and civil war, to the defolatlon of the country : that he 
had indifcreetly fquandered away the revenues of the crown, 
and beftowed employments and offices of Hate upon inexpe- 
rienced and ill-intentioned perfons, to the great detriment of 
the Germanic body : that by his foie authority he had im- 
pofed exorbitant taxes upon the fubje(5lsof the empire : that 
he had affirmed his will ^vns law, and, in confequence of 
that maxim, ruined a great number of valTals : that he had 
received a confiderable fum of money from Edward king of 
England, on promife by oath to fend fuccours to that prince, 
which promife he had broke, tho’ he kept the money : that 
he had flighted the advice of the princes, nobility, and 
clergy, and never confulted th^ern in affairs of importance, 
but afted wholly from his own authority : that he had con- 
nived at robberies on the highway : that he had allowed his 
officers to opprefs the poor, and his foldicrs to commit all 
manner of outrages : and, laftly, that he had raviflicd a great 
number of wives, widows^, maidens, and nuns, and put fe- 
veral women to death, after having fatisfied his brutal ap- 
petite. 

The emperor’s guilt, in all thefe particulars, being no- 
torious, the princes appointed meeting of the diet at Mentz, 
ig .order to depofe Adolphus, and cleft Albert, who now 
4 levied 
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levied an army to fupport his pretenfions, and oppofe what- 
ever meafures Adolphus might take to traverfe his cleftion : 
at the fame time he fent his uncle, the count de Hohemherg 
and Hagerhchy to follicit the pope’:| confent to this depo- 
fition ; which, however, he could n|t obtain, with all the 
proniifes and preferits he laviflied away among the members 
of the confiftory. On the contrary, his holinefs wrote an 
^account of his refufal to AdolphuSy and even offered to con- 
fecrate him emperor, if he could come to Rome, Mean while 
the count de Hohemherg pretended that he had fuccceded in 
his commiffion, and, at his return to Germany y prefented the 
three eleftors, who were Albert'^ friends, with forged letters, 
containing the pope’s approbation of their defign. 

Adolphus, encouraged by the declaration of Boniface in 
his favour, advanced towards Aujtriay in order to wreft that 
province from Alberty who marched to the banks of the 
Rhine to fupport his friends, who intended to elevate him to 
the imperial throne, at the meeting of the diet in Mentz : 
they accordingly aflembled for that purpofe ; the depofition de* 
of Adolphus and eleftion of the duke of Aujlria werea6lually^^4^ 
performed ; and Albert being encamped with his army with- 
out the city, the eledlors waited upon him, in order to notify 
what they had done, to wifh him all fort of profperity, and 
to promife that they would affift, proteft, and maintain, . 
him Jigainft ^11 his enemies (t). 

Adol- 

** JEn, Hift. Boem. c. xxviii. Avekt, Ann. Bolor. I. vii. 
p. 587. Chron. Colm. P. xi. 59 * 

(L) Before they proceeded to ** time, he began to defpife their 

the eledion, they aflembled and advice, and liften to the Qoun- 

harangued the people upon the “ fels of young perfons, with- 

fubjedl of their prefent deflgn. out either fenfe or experi- 

Then they repaired to church, ence : then he found himfelf 

attended by a vafl multitude, and* deflitute of means and friends 
turning towards the altar fpoke to aflifl him fincerely in bear- 

to this cffedl. ** Six years ago, ing the burden of govern- 

“ the empire being vacant, we ment. The eledlors, perceiv. 

“ canonically cleded Adolphus ing his indigence, and fway* 

“ epunt de Najfau king of the ed by twenty other motives, 

knowing at that time have demanded the pope^s 

** no perfon more worthy of confent to depofe him and 

that dignity. At firfl he con- chafe anoftier emperor. We 

dudled hinifclf wifely, fol- are told that our envoys have 

lowing the advice of the moft obtained the confent of his 

** prudent eledlors and princes holinefs; tho' thofe of Adol* 

of hi§ court ^ but, in a little phus affirm the contrary. But 



450 516# Hijtery of Germany. C, 6. 

Adolphus, being apprifed of ’this eleftion, raifed the 
fiege of Ruffach, in Jlface ; and marched towards Spire^ 
where he encamped | he was -reinforced by* the count 
palatine Rodolphits, Otto duke of Bavaria, and the cities 
of Spire and Worms, Iwliach, with fomc others, never de- 
ferted his caufe. Albert at the fame time advanced to- 
wards him, in order to difpute the imperial crown by force 
€nd defeats oi arms. They accordingly engaged between Gclnh'chtt^ 
Adol- and the cloiller of Rofcridal, and the battle was main- 
tained with great fury on both Tides. In the heat of the fight, 
is jlain in emperor, fingling out the duke, attacked him hand-to- 

battk, hand, faying, “ Here you fhall abandon to me the empire 
and your life.’* To this addrefs the duke replied, without 
hefitation, “ Both are in the hands of God and with 
thefe words Arnck him in the face with fuch violence, that 
he fell from his horfe, and was immediately flain by fonie of 
Albert's party h Thus fell Aihlphus, a valiant, tho’ unfor- 
tunate prince, whofe death is faid to have been bitterly la- 
mented by Gerhard, archbifliop of Mentz, who had been 
the principal caufc of his depofition. He was no fooner 
killed than Albert put a flop to the carnage, and granted 
quarter to all the enemy ; but the count palatine and duke 
of Bavaria faved themfelves by flight. As for the emperor’s 
body, it was interred in the cloiftcr of Frauen felt, becanfe 
Albert would not allow it to be depofited in Spire, with the 
reft of the emperors, tho’ it was afterwards carried thither 
by the emperor Henry of Luxemburg (M), 

* Cliron, Colm, P. ii. p. 6. 

wc, having; no regard to any gine, daughter of Gerlac count 
authority but that which is of Limbourg, by whom he had 
veiled in ourfclves, and find- Henry, who died young j Ru- 
ing Adolphus incapable of go- pert, who married G«r/#?,daugh- 
** verning the empire, do de- ^ its eA WtnceJlaus, and was made 
“ pofe him from the imperial * prifoncr by the archbilhop of 
dignity, and iXtSi Albert duke Mentz, in a battle fought near 
of Aufiria king of the Worms', G^r/«c, who fucceeded 
** mans (4).'” his father in the county of Naf- 

(M) Adolphus was the fon of faui Walram, zxAAdolphut : his 
Walrab count of Najfau, and daughters were Adeheide, a nun 
grandfonof who in the monaftery of St.Ckire 

is looked upon as the founder in Mentz, Imagine, who was 
of that family. He fucceeded to never married, and Mcchtilda, 
the county of Hajfau in 1 289, wife of Rodolpbus, elector pala- 
and that fame year married Ima» tine (5 ) . 




(4} Cbm, Cohtmb, part ii. p. 5. 


(5) Heifs, i, lit €, 
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In the reign of Adolphus^ as well as 5n that of his prede- ^he Jews 
ceffors, the Jev^s Were perfecufed in the empire with great waf- 
cruelty, on the fuppofition that they had (lain fevCfal 
fian children, and committed other Viities which attracted 
the hatred of the public. During th<| troubles produced by 
the competition between Adolphus and Albert y a certain peafant, ’ ^ 
called Ramd-Fleifchy preached in the Upper Pdlatinatcy that 
God had fent him to deftroy the Jews : from thence he made 
a progrefs through Franconiay and the neighbouring pro-» 

Vinces, haranguing on the fame fubje^I, and affirming that 
the Jews had Aole a confccrated hoft. The common peo* 
pie, without giving themfclvcs the trouble to inveftigate the 
truth, were incenfed at this pretended facrilege; and the in- 
habitants of Nuremhergy Rottemlmirgy Amber gy and other 
towns of Bavaria and Franconiay feizing all the unhappy 
Ijraclltes that fell in their way, committed them to the 
fiames, and drove the reft to fuch defpair, that numbers 
burned themfelves and their families, rather than fall into the 
hands of the mercilefs Chriftians. Thefe violences were ex- 
ercifed for foihe time with impunity, until Albert duke 
of Aiijlria took the JewiJh nation into his protection, re- 
eftabliftied them in all their pt-Jvileges, and impofed a very 
heavy fine upon tlic town of Nurmbergy where the maffacre 
had begun. Yet all bis care could not cxtinguifti that aver- 
lion, which the people df that city entertained for the Jews. 

It broke out on divers occafions, and in the feqtiel pi-oved 
fatal to the famous Mordecai of Anflriay who compofed ^ 
commentaty on fonie books of the Talmudy and was author 
of fevcral other curious perfoi%ances. He quitted Aujtria 
to go and teach the oriental languages at Triers ; and after- 
wards, in palling through Nuremberg, was apprehended and 
hanged by the people. Nor were the mifcrablc Jews treated 
with more lenity in Fricjland and If olland, which at that time 
were provinces of the empire, Florentius V. count of Hoi- Ifloren- 
land and JVeJl Frre/land, who had rendered himfcif odkrGs to 
the nobility by the feverity of his governnfient, thodght to 
engage the people on his fide, by favouring their hatred to 
the Jews, whom he expelled from his dominions : but this , 
ftep ferved only to incrcafe the difeontent of the nobles, who 
had derived great advantages from the JewiJb iiarion : rhey 
therefore engaged in a Confpfiracy, and fttW him at the 
chace. As his fon John at that time refid^d in Englcmdy and 
dki not think it fafe to come and take poftcffiofi ctf- his fa- 
ther’s eftate, the nobles foUicited the proteftion of Eric VIII. 
king of Denmark, who Came with an army to fupport thesm, 
reduced all the tqwns, fubdttcd the whole country, faddled 

thqn 
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them with a fcvere tribute, and left a Danijh nobleman t6 
rule them in his abfencc. The governor* treated them fo 
harfhly, that they began to repent heartily of having in tailed 
fuch flavery upon thetnfelves; and, confpiring agalnft this 
miniftcr of arbitrary pgwer, compelled him to fly for flielter 
into a fortrefs, where he was taken and murdered on the 
fpot. Then they recalled from England, John, the fon of 
Florentius, whom they acknowleged as count of Holland 
that an- Friejland. He received the inveftiture of thefe fiefs from 
ttent Adolphus, and in a few years died at Haarlem without ilTuc, 

houfi ex- antient houfe of the counts of Holland was ex- 

‘ tinft, after it had fubfifted four hundred and thirty-feven 
years 


ALBERT 1 . 


A. D. y 4 ^ B E RT 1. called the Triumphant, on account of his 
1298*. generofity and valour, and the many viftories he ob- 

tained over his enemies, was likewife furnamed the 0?ie^ 
Eyed, becaufe he had loft one eye by the operation of poifon, 
which was given to him in his own palace at Vienna, about 
three years before he was clefted emperor. Altho’ he had 
been elefted king of the Romans before the viftory which he 
obtained over the emperor Adolphus 9 being apprehenfive that 
his eleftion would be contefted, becaufe the eleftor of Triers 
and the Palatine had not joined in it, he convoked the whole 
. „ . number at Frankfort, and defired them to proceed to a new 

re eleRed After which they attended him to Az 

mnd * where he was crowned with great folemnity ; and fuch was 
trained the concourfe of people upon that occalion, that his brother- 
at Aix la in-law the duke of Saxony, and feveral other perfons, were 
Chapclle; fqueezed to death in the croud. 

Albert, being thus eftablifhed on the throne, fent to 
jolhats ^ to defire that pope VIII. would con&m his 

/ epofes That pontif, chagrijied at the elevation of this 

prince upon the ruins of his friend Adolphus, refufed for fome 
^ time to comply with his defire, on pretence that the eleftora 
had no authority to fet him on the throne, without the con- 
currence of the pope o ; till at length the defire he had to 
be revenged on Philip king of France, being ftronger than 
his [efentment againft Albert, he promifed to confirm the 
cleftion of this laft, and even made a tender to him of the 
crown of France. Albert thanked him for his offer ; but re^ 


Ann. Steron. ad an. 1298. Emmivi Rerum Frific. Hifl^ 
* SroND.Cont. Bar. t. x. p. 452. ^BALiEus, 1. vi. 

prefented 



France. 
A. D. 
1299. 
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prefented that he could not embark in a quarrel of fuch im- 
portance^ unlefs his holinefs would afTiA him in carrying on 
the war againft Philip. The pope^refufing to contribute, 
the projeft was not only laid afide, but Albert^ in order to 
anticipate the ill-offices of Boniface^ made advances to the 
king of France^ with whom he had an interview at Vaucou- 
leur^ where they renewed the antient leagues between the 
xinplre and France^ and treated about the marriage of Ro- 
dolphtis^ Alherf% fon, with Blanche^ Philip'^ daughter, which p^aneg ^ 
was not confummated till next year P. 

At this interview a treaty of alliance was concluded be- 
tween the emperor and the king of France^ by which Albert 
obliged himfeif to beftow upon his eldefl: fon Rodolphus^ and 
his heirs for ever, as hereditary fiefs, the duchies of Aujiria. 
and Stiria^ with the lordlhips of Carniola^ La Marche^ and 
Port-Naon : he moreover affigned, as the dowry of the prin- 
cefs Blanche^ the county of Alface^ and the territory of Fri* 
boiirg^ to be pofTefled for ever by her hulband and his heirs ; 
fo that this feems to be the asra at which the duchy of At^ria 
and the landgraviate of Alface became the hereditary countries 
of the houfe of Hapjburg. Be that as rt will, when the The eeclfi 
emperor convoked a diet at Toul to authenticate this contraft, 

.the three ecclefiaftic eleftors protefted againft the articles of eUBors 
alliance ; and when Albert fent ambafiadors to the pope, proteft 
with an intimation of the nuptials, and a demand that his 
holinefs would confirm the choice which the eleftors had 
made in elevating him to the imperial throne, Boniface pub- 
licly declared, that the eleffion of Albert was null and void, 
and that he ought to be treatt?d as a murderer. Nay, after 
having refufed audience to the German ambafiadors, he ap- 
peared in public with a fword by his fide, habited like the 
general of an army, and affirmed that there was no other 
Cifar, or king of the Romans^ but the fovereign pontif of 
Chriftendom •1. 

In the mean time the enjperor gave orders for affembling 
a diet ^ Nuremberg, on St, Martin's -day, at which were pre- 
feiit, bel? 5 es the ecclefiaftic eleftors, Wincejlaus king of Bo^ 
hernia, the eleftor palatine, and feveral other princes of the 
empire. There his wife Elizabeth, daughter of the count of 
Tyrol, was crowned, and his fon Rodolphus invefted with the 
duchy of Aujiria for himfeif and his fucceffors. After the 
diet, the emprefs fet out for Vienna, vpth duke Rodolphfus 


' p A VENT. Ann. Boior. 1 , vii. p. 588. 
de Boniface. 


^ Baillet Djemeles 


and 
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and fheprincefs, who died wirhia the year, without hfueby 
the duke pf Aujiria. 

A. D. About this period Albert was engaged in a war with 
1300. John D*AvcncSy who, 'as next heir to John count of Holland^ 
Albert lately dead, had taken pofleifion of his dominions, which 
tnyogis in claimed as ficfs^reverfible to the empire. After hav- 

K publillied a manifeilo to this purpofe, he levied an army 
n* A fupport his preteniions, and advanced as far as Nlmegitm 

agilinit John D'Avcncs^ who had affembled a ftrong bodjTo?* 
tbe fiicccj with which he palled the river iVaa I, without being 

Json of perceived ; and having lurprifed a detachment of imperialifb, 
Holland whom he cut in pieces, fpread fuch an alarm among the re|t 
of the emperor’s troops, that he was fain to decamp with 
Fricfland. great precipitation, and by hally marches retreat to Cologne 
where he intrenched himlcdl under the ramparts of the city. 
There being in danger urpcrilh’mg by famine, blocked up as 
he was by the enemy, lie .employed the archbifhnp of Cefogn 
to negociate a peace ; which was concluded, on condition 
that John IT Avenes ihould enjoy the counties of Holland, 
JVcji Fi icj land, and Zealand, in con il deration of doing ho- 
mage to the emperor, from whom he accordingly received 
the invelliture of thefe dominions 

This war being happily terminated, the emperor caufed 
his llatutes touching the charge and funftion of the cledlors 
of the empire to be piiblidied and executed. As the ec- 
clcfiaftical efeftors, and fomc other of the princes, had con- 
verted to their own ufc the toll aiid other revenues formerly 
appropriated to the maintenance of the emperor, he demanded 
that thefe im pods Ihould be ♦put upon their antient footing, 
and wasanfwcred, that as they inherited thefe revenues from 
their predecellbrs, witlaout being qucftioiied by the emperors 
or kings of the Romans, they hoped he would maintain them 
in thefe rights, which they could not, nor would not reiign* 
^amls The emperor fent the biihop of Bafil to complain of this 
the anfwcr to the pope ; and, in order to- obtain a favourable 
Mcclejiajiic audience, folemnly promifed to engage in a crufade, as he 
eUaors. bad already, propofed fuch an expedition to the princes of 
Clariftendom, provided his holinefs would enable him to de-* 
fray theexpenceof the enterprizc, by obliging the three ecclc^ 
iGaftical eleftors to part with the tolls and duties, which they 
had ttiurped during the anarchy of the empire ; but Boni- 
face lending a deaf ear to his complaint, he refolved to do 
hlinfelf right by torce of arms. In the mean time, by the 
4idvke of his friends, he declared his difeoutent to the eo^Je- 


Anciqttic. de la Gaule Belg. 1. v« 


fiaftical 
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fiaftical cleftors, whom he fummoned to appear before die 
fhres and princes of the empire at Mentz^ and anfwer to the 
charge that (liould be laid againll them. 

The electors, inllead of obeying this citation, wrote a -A. J>. 
letter to the pope, in which they reprefented Albert as an in- 
folent and ambitious tyrant, a profefled* enemy to the clergy, 
and gave his holinefs to underftand, that meafures were 
taking in Germany for clca^Vmg another king of iht Romans » 

7*lKTe were agreeable tidings to Boniface ^ who pcrfeciited 
Albert v/iih the mod rancorous hatred. He had already re- 
lafed the mediation oi Philip the Fairy who attempted to re- 
concile him to the emperor; he had even allured Philip" 
brother, Charles dc Falois, into Italvy with a proinife of 
railing liim to the imperial throne ; and now he fent an an- 
fwer to the letter of the ccclcfiaflical elccflors, in which, 
after having iligmatizcd tlic emperor as a rebel ; We coin- f he pope 
mancl you (added he) to lignily by public proclamation lo forbids the 
** Albert the pretended king of the Remans y ihat he mwBLyfd^fiis of 
in fix months, appear before us, by his envoys, fuffidcntly ^f^p^re 
‘‘ authorized and inilrufted, to juftify himfelf, if he can, 

“ of the imputation of treafon againft king Adolphus y as well 
as to avert the fentence of excommunication, which he 
“ has incurred by pcrfecuting the holy fee and other churches, 

“ and to undergo fuch penance as we fhall preferibe. Wc 
“ Hr idly forbicl the eledors, vaflals, and fubjeds of the em- 
pile, to acknowlege him as king of the Roma?2S ; we rc- 
icafe them from their oath of allegiance, and will proceed 
“ againft him and his adherents, fpiritually and temporally, 
as we (hall judge moft expedient.” 

In confequcnce of this order, the three archMfliops retired ^he ecele^ 
to the dominions of the eledor palatine, as if he had 
a competent judge, and preferred a formal complaint againft ^^^htors 
the emperor for having cruelly llain his predeceftbr. The 
count, who hated Albert, ordered a formal information to 
be taken; and upon the frivolous accufaiions of the ecclcfi- 
aftical eledors, and a few other perfons of diftindion, he and are 
pronounced him convided of the crimes laid to his charge, obliged t% 
and confeqiiently unworthy of the empire (N), fuhmiu 

This 

(N) This right of the eledor them before the count palatine 
palatine has been lince confirm- of the Rhine, arch ft toward y 
cd by the golden bull, in thefe pnnee ekBor^ of the holy empire, 
words. “ Alt hough y by nsery an- the fuid count palatine, honjotaoer, 
tient cvftomy the emperor, or hing Jhallnot exerefe that jurifdidtion, 

Romans, is obliged to an- except in the imperial court, 

Jneer in all cafs inftituted againft nxhtre the emperor, or king of the 

Romans, < 



^he tUftory ef Gcrimpy. C 6, 

This ftep, however, they were not allowed to take with- 
impunity ; for Albert^ inceiifed 4 t their prefumpiion, no 
longer hefitated in declaring war againft them ; and although 
the marquis of Brandenburgs the dUke of Saxony ^ and thq 
king of Bohemia^ remained neuter in this conteft^ the ma- 
jority of the princes efpoufei the caufe of the eihperor, and 
he foon hiw himfelf at the head of a very formidable army, 
V/ith which he ravaged the archbiftiopric of MentZy took the 
ftrOng town of Bingen upon the Rhine by aflault, compelled 
the three prelates to fue for peace, which they obtained at the 
A.D. expence of parting with the toll and duties which occafioned 
1502. this rupture ; but the eleftor palatine was obliged to pur- 
chafe his pardon with a confiderable fum of money ** 

Tbeertf ALBERT’S next expedition was againft WinceJlauSy king of 
ferorin- Bohemiay who had not only afeended the throne of Poland y 
n;ades BQ- after having defeated his com^tiitor Uladijlaus Lo5licuSy but 
hernia ; ^Ifo received a deputation from the noblemen of Hungary y 
with a tender of the crowja, become vacant by the death of 
Andrew the Venetian. PoflefTcd as he was of two crowns al- 
ready, he recommended his fon Wincejlaus to the Himgarian^y 
who changed the young prince’s name jo LadiJlauSy and 
crowned him at Alba Regalisy to the no fmRU mortification of 
the pope, who protefted againft his eleftion as an enterprizc 
againft the holy fee, to which he faid the kingdom of Huri* 
^ary appertained. Nay, he even afFefted to decide the affair 
in a judicial manner, and adjudged the crown to Mary queen 
of Naples y wife of Charles II, and lifter of Ladijlaus III. 
king of Hungary^ This princefs made over her title to her 
grandfon Charoherty whofe intereft the emperor efpoufed from 
a double motive : for the young prince was his own nephew, 

■ Spokd. Cont. Bar.l i. p. 477. Avbnt. c. I. n. 10. 

• 

Jhall heperfonally pre- emperor’s court. No prince, 
fint^ and in rw other place {t). who had the leaft regard to 

This article, however, ought 'juftice, would refufe to anfwer 
rot to be underftood of caufes complaints of that kind, before 
inliituted againft the emperor the tribunal which they them- 
as fovereign, but bf thofe only fclveshad ereded for that puf- 
in which he may be involved pofe ; or fcruple to leave the 
as a private perfon ; fuch as civil courfe of juftice free in thofe 
caufc'S which rtvere naturally difputes of law which they 
ttied before the count palatine, might ha\e with private per« 
bccaufe he was of'old the ordi- fons. 
nary and fupreme judge at the 


Aur. c.Z, 


and 



hU fB^ ^ ^4es, m «pt 

to (fie Mver nioies of 6 ^«mia,. imt a w^fi had already 
demoded v^thput fiuxels* ccHmtat^ eoafiddre* 

to renew fiis dd quarrels with Winaftm^ 

£ie .amd^^B foimadable array of At^kiam, Sm^arumtt 
iujjgarmUt and Cttmani, which having divided into tw)^ 
he detached the one to ravage Manmiot aadtnarcbed 
af'the head, of the other.iuto Bahama, wheta hw ibldim 
rnmmttfgd the tnoft cTuel outfagib, without. difiinfH(Ht«^ 
age, Csx, or condition, and made a fmttlels attempt upon the 
mines, from whiA they were repnlfed with ^at lofs. Not- 
withftanifing this check, Winuflam being difappmnted of a 
reinforcement which he expcffed frtaa Othi marquis of 
Brattdtaburg, and finding his forces greatly infericM: to thole 
of Jlhert, he permitted the miners to poifim the water in«he 
neighbourhood of the imperial camp ; fo that the greateft 
part of the Aufiricai troops, which ufed thrfe waters, perilhed •fhHgtd h 
in the utmeft torture, and the emperor, having raoreqver loft *''*'*f*, . 
almoft.all his whole cavalry, was obliged to retreat into'^ v * 
Jufiria with the miferable remains of his army , 

While the reconciliation fubfifted bctweien Philip the 
Fair oaA Bor^aee, this laft refiifed to acknbwlege Albert as 
king of the Remans, and even rmfed up a rival againft him, in 
the perfon of Charles de Falois ; but now that he had quaw A. D. 
relied udth die king of France, who had granted analylum *303* 

‘ to his enemies, the cardinals Colonnse, he made advances to ^hs em- 
the emperor, confirmed his ekdfion, invited him to , 

and receive the imperial crown af Rome, and exhorted'him *^ *5 
to declare war againft Philip, wfiom by tlus time be had 'by she ‘ 
communicated. But, before he granted his bull of confirm*^ ^ 
atioa to Albert, he exafled very bumblit^ conditions from'^ 
that prince, who fent him letters patent dated at Nuremberg, 
in which he ^knowleged that the empire had been transferred 
by the holy fee' from the Greets to the Germans, in the per^ 
fon of Charlemagne ', that the right of electing a king of the 
Romans was granted, by tlielbvcreign pontif, to certain eic- 
clefi-.ftical aild fecular princes; and that kings and em- 
perors received the power of m fword from the 

holy fee. He likewife agreed *) take the oath. of all^iianco 
to the. pt^jito perform aU, the promifcsmade,,by Rodelphut 
and h^s predcdellws, confirausd the concefiions Levds tie 
Debannair and Otho the Great, and. undertook to defend the 
rights of the holy fee againft all its enemies, whomfoever 

‘ BAREE.t. vl. 
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they 



they tntght btl and di^Iait ‘lirat againft them, zt the torti* 
of bis Miiwfs, 

nvho ts Tkfi king df Ti^^nte^ informed df the ttejps which the p&pi 
fitrpnfid taken t!o ehga^ the cmpcmm* in hi$ mtcrefts> ^rfntHved % 
feizinn hi« pei-fon at Anagnu '^cre he^rdSded, 

* and this wA« tlsSally execuWd tty W^Ham ie 77o^aWt and 
&Mrk Cohttttas at the head ’df ttthee or fobV huttdn^d 
knights, formerly m the fertice of ^he count *3e^aMs^ fur- 
priled the tcnVnIsnd ipprehcn&fl Bhnt^a(e, whom they frCatCd 
with greht Iridi^ity ; hnt on the fourth day of h& im^foh- 
meiit, dxhing whifch W hid becA almoit famtlhcd to death, 
the iiihaWtflhts took to their at*ms, under thfc cohunand df 
the cardinal & Frefyuc, ckpcHed I^gaM and ^vhnna^ antf 
dtti at fet the pbpe at TOcrty. Sdn^ce 'tepiired Immediately to 
Kome, P/kert he Veft fick oFtih^rih for havitft'ftflfeffed fuch 

indignities i itat, uylOg, ^^ai fttfededed Mtdfds Boenffwiy 
cardinal bi^op <if Oj^iUy 'aifeiwed the name clf Bent- 
dia X 

T Ht s ndw pope, wh6 is 'fcid 'tohaVe tteen u flidpherdS fop, 
feemed very wdl difpdfdd tb maWtaln a!ft tethnife ufiion be- 
tween the hdiy Oe and the emrfre, and evch took fome fteps 
towards cffriftlAg a rcConcrfettidn IfetWefen the Gvelphs and 
the driW^^i^f, ^Ich laft ilifi fiipportid the i-mperor’s party 
^vhodoe$ mTufian^y fand<bm€ other prOvhfcfcs Of hafy\ knxSchedia 
not hng aid not we tb fAs laudable idefign to pdrftflion ; for he 

died elevdn thdfpfcs 'i^tcr his fetation, Very muefh regrertfed 
by Albert (He Odrmdn prhfces, who hoped to re-eftabhfti 

the rights'^ i!hc empire Wlfafyy under his pontificate. 

Mean whiie’Lttd^i^x, by his mifeonduft, loft the footing 
he had gained in Hungary: his vices and debauchuy 
hlicnated the heafts pf his friends, and raifed fuch a fpirit of 
animofity againft him, that he was obliged to lock himfelf 
^ in the citadd of Buda, from which he Txas releafed by 
his father Wincejlaus ; V^ho dying foon after this * eXpedi- 
Won, he fuccecdcd to the thVohe of Bohemay and refumed 
Ms former name of Mm^aus : while the party of Charobert 
actjuiiied new ftrength every day m Hungary, 

W-itrN Wincejlaus the younger afeended the throne of Bo^ 
%miay bis tohduft continued To irregular, that he was af- 
Tafiinated by*Ms 6wjn fubjefts ; and, ne dying without iflue, 
Henry couht pf Carmth\a and 7yrtily the etnperor's own 
coufin, wks, in confcquence of a free eleflion, promoted to 
Albert Ifhe throne. Blit Albert y 'oti pretence of a fatrtlfy compaft, 
the raifed Z ftrong urmy, in order to put the crown on the head 


jucetedid 
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lax. 
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C. Slfcf fS!0»y 4>f 

*oC.his own fon R<^iolpbus ; ami ft^^ry^ being too *W«itk tf l^in^dem of 
cope with him in the iidd, refigned his pretenfions in faKroor Bohemia 
of his cemiiii Radd^lms^ whofe firft wife Blmche being dead, M bts fan 
fee married widow of Winceflms^ in ordar to fix ^^dol- 

himfelf m<»Pe firmly in throne. Howwer^ he did not long * 
onjoy-Ws good fortune ; for he was foon after taken off by * 
fiidacn deaths upon which the kingdom was divided into 
two faflkms, one of which recalled H^ry count of Carinihia^ 
nnd the other ekfted Frederic the emperor's fon. Albert^ ^ 
who had before anticipated Henry ^ was now anticipated in 
his turn by that prince, who was now fo well eftabliftied 
upon the thione, that it was not in his power to depofe him : 

•after having ravaged part of his country, he was fain to 
return with his army, and leave him in peaceable poffelfion 
of his dominions 


At his return from this fruitlefs expedition, he employed 7he empt^ 
his arms in a war ftill more unjuft aud unfuccefsful. We rore/pouM 
have feen that Adolphus purchafed Mifnia and Thuringia the ea^e 
from that unnatural parent, who w^amed to defraud his own e/^Jhilip 
children ; but that the greateft prirt of the princes Tiding with de Naifeu 
the biotheis Frederic an(i Di^lmann, he had never been able to 
gain pofleffiou; fo that he loft both his money and his repu- 
tation. Nevcrtheleis, when he died, his brother Philip of 
Najfau claimed thofe countries, Jind tlie emperor fupported 
his pretcafions, in hope of profiting by the troubles that 
* would neceffarily enfue, and cf obtaining fomc portion of 
the lands in difpute. He accordingly fummoned the two 
brothers to 4 ppear before the diet Fulde, and give an ac- 
count of their title; and they refufmg to adhere to the con- 
ditions he wanted to impofc, were by a formal fcntence di- 
vefted of their eftates, and put to tiie ban of the empire* 

He at the fame time raifed an array to carry this fentence in- 
to execution : but filch a flagrant piece of tyranny and in- 
juftice raifed up a number of friends to the young princes ; 
fo that Frederic found himfelf In a little time at the head of a ^who de- 
ftrong body of forces, and aftually gave battle to feats the 

peror near Luchau, where he obtain^ a complete viftory, imperi- 
in confequencQ of which he remained peaceable pofleflor oif exlifts at 
the two provinces in gueftion, while Albert was obliged to ^“chau. 
fly withdifeicc, and fit down with the mortifying rcflec- 
tion of havi^ fecn all bis laurels blafted by the prowefs of a * 
boy y. • ' 

Hi^ cTiagrln, bowever, did not prey upon his faculties fo 
much, but that he exerted all his endeavours in eftabliibing 


^ JDvafUAav. Hifl. Bohem. 1. xix. 7 Sravx. per. lx. 
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the thmim '^Pljijie 

. <;%ii0i»( wha Ai«teGed€4 Apicki? 

0f jS^imm h^mJt^iS Miifyt quteK .^ iMtlNkri 
tjie ^ P^ ^ the moOi^ terpUeGc^^m^^ 

c&M^^y 4^ec prteee bet SJ^amlmf^^^ • At; tM firiee litoethe 
^Otii0iae^«!d 0th, .diiAe?.0f ^varia, |0 lajr «lie)e of 

king of Hungary^ which that pj'iacG faa4, percsilltfed with ills 
mmty after . tl^ exjmliipil^of hadifiam^ iie^Iuui been 
crowt^ ztjlhii, %ud nude a progi^s through^ dimKtn^om;; 
but the pride m4 inftdence m his difpofitioii ga?e fo^ dif* 
gufl| that the aoblea abaadooed his intereft^^ md the, ?ai- 
.vodc of Trm/ilvmia afl^aJly impritboed him ki a flrong 
caAIc. from which he was not releafed until he had r^ounced 


Charobert 
tU^td 
king of 
Hungary. 
A. D. 
1307. 

A civil 

•war 

breaks out 

het^veen 

Gerhard, 

count of ■ 

Holftein, 

and his 

nohiUty, 

He turns 
his arms 
againfitbi 
city ofhci- 
bee. 


An afcom 

mcuiahots 

i^eff 'tei 
h\ th(> mt' 


his title to the crown* ... . i i 

The throne becoming vacant by his abdkatipHi the two 
parties umted in favour of Chartshrt^ who waa e^ed and 
approved by the pope's legate io the name d Ramm 
church. 

Though the troubles ^of were thus appeitfed, 

the northern parts of Germmy felt the dilagreeable ef&As of 
a civil war that broke out between Gerbardy^owi of Holftein, 
and the nobility of bis country,! who txxik the field againft 
him, under the command of onu Pdlosi but they were van- 
quhhed in a pitched battle, and their cbiff being taJ^n pri* 
loner, was couvifted of treafou, and broke alive, upon the 
wheel. As the eity of Luhe gave fanfluary to the fugi- 
tive nobles, the duke refolved to punifti the regency of the 
town, for this mark ofdifrjfpefl* He accordingly encamped 
at the mouth of the Traivt, where he built a fort, in order 
to interrupt their commerce,, and hinder them from receiv- 
ing fopplies by fea. The regency, who had concluded a 
treaty of alliance with the duke pf Saxony, determined to 
defend tbemfelves by force of arms, and bad recourfe to Rm, 
king of Dfwu*xr*, thek proteftor^ who feut^^^/dcwwr, duke 
of Stepwkk, to take the command^of their troops* , * , 

Cov^T Gerhard, in order to ballance thefe prepara tioiif, 
received a reinforcement from the duke of Mtcilenhvrg and 
foine other priaccs> who were bis allies, and took poft, near 
a plac^, called Suart^, from whence he greatly incom- 
m^ed the inhabitants of Lfidtec, and fuppor^d the garrifon 
of the fort which he had raifed. at the mouth of .4hevriver. 

But befori^ any af lion of confequence was H^lertaken pn 
cither fide, the difference was terminated fej* tfec flaediation 
of duke and a peace concluded, on condition that 
the new fort thould remain in the hauds'of the count for 


diution of the term of four years, w^hich being expired, the emperor 

Albert 



foIUk^ to %likli jpiitf itSmM Walde- 

4idb«gi TVMlimtttf^mrfolk^ a&i# 

thtt omit ooUUcy^ vi^ mwmiij a|toGd| thst ki^Meck- 

^ ofwf diey hafe ra* 

ccmrietotiid kik^df i^ at Midtimb^g, 

-wto wwidykcide the afihir io accordiag to the 

h^'afidtibibma 0^ . 

Tm 9 wmmaiotiom did not aflSrfk fo nenf^y 7-^^ 

at did the- eevDlt erf the Hdvetiam xx was oe- ror oppref- 

cafiooed by die tyraony of tbofe whom he appointied to go- jes tht 
vern t^at jaepple, accoflomed to cherifh and maintain 
idea of liberty as an incftimable jewel, tranfmitted to them Ury, Un- 
by thelf atieefiot s from time imoiemorlai* Fortified by their <icrwald, 
natural fituation, and furrounded with mountliins, torrents, 

.and woods, they had nothing to fear from ftraa^s, and 
lived happily in a rugged country, fullable to none but thofe 
who were nfed to a frugal and laborious cottrfe of life. 

Equality of condition was the moft folid bafc of thetf go- 
verstment ; and when their nobility attempted to tyrannize^ 
they were either altogether exLpelled, or reduced within 
bounds by the people, Rodolphut of H^v^hufg had appeafed 
thefe troubles by his courage and diferetion j the eatilcs were 
permitted to return, and peace was re-eftablMhed on a folid 
footing. Although the Swift were extremely jealous of their 
liberty, yet thqr were always fubmiffive to the empire of 
' which they held; and a great many of their towns were free 
and imperial. With refpeft to the three cantons of Mr/, 

Switx, and Underwald, they not feem to have been in 
any-ways dependent upon the houfe of Aujiria, Indeed, 
they put themfelves ujider the protefrion of Rodolphm^ when 
he was no more than landgrave of Alface ; and after his ele- 
vation to the imperial throne, they never acknowleged in him 
any other foyerdgnty but that of chief of the empire. Nor 
docs he foem to have confidered them as fiefs of the houfe 
of Aufhria ; for he always tr^ted them with great indul- 
gence, and defended their rights and privileges againfi the 
.noblemen who attempted to infringe them, 

Albert's condoft in this particular was quite the re- 
verfe of his fotfier's: he wanted to govern the Swift as an 
abfolute fovercign, and bad formed a fcheme for ereftihg 
Swi^zefiand into a principality for one of his fons : he had 
endeavoured to perfuade the cantons of Ury^Switz, and M/i- 
€0 fubmit voluntarily to bis dominion, in which 

* Hvitpbld. Hill;. Dan. t. iii. 
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. thi H^bry df Gtrt^ixxy. 

c:afe he ^omifed to rtik thi*ini "with the umoft td&deruefe; 
, bat finding thtejm tenacious of their independency, and dettf 
xo all his folUcltationsv he refolved to tame them by roughtfr 
methods^ and appointed governors, who domioccred over 
them in the moil arbitrary manner. Complaints were pre- 
ferred without effeil; their deputies were treated with con- 
tempt at the imperial court; they were fubje6led at home to 
numberlefs fpeciesof oppreffion; they were plundei ed, taxed, 
fined, imprifoned, tortured, and even put to death occafi- 
onally, without juftice or form of law; and, ina'^ord, they 
groaned under all the mifcrics flowing from defpolic power 
and barbarity. 

^K'hhh this emergency they had no profpeft of relief, except 

jormrd con- ^^eir own courage, and they began to concert proper mea- 
fures for delivering thcmfelvcs from the tyranny of the Au- 
government. The chiefs of the confederates were Ar- 
nauld Nkkbtaty a native of Underwaldy Werner Strauffacher^ 
of Switz, and Walter Furis of Ury, Thcfe men, naturally 
bold, enterprizing, and united by a long intimacy of friend- 
fhip, having frequently met in private to deliberate upon 
means to free their country, admitted nine other perfons to 
their councils ; and the aflbeiation being confirmed by oath, 
they refolved to raife infurreflions in the three cantons, to 
demoiifh the fortified callles, and expel the Aujitian gover- 
.nors, with all their adherents. A certain time being fixed 
for putting this laudable defign in execution, the individuals 
begun privately to make preparations for fuch art important 
enterprize, which was aftu^ly atchieved, without the lofs of 
one iingle life. On the firft day of January the confpira- 
tors feat fifty men to the governor of Sarn^ with the ufual 
prefents and compliments of the feafon ; and thefe being ad- 
mitted into the citadel, feized the gates and made th^ gover- 
nor their prifoner. The people of Ury at the fame time 
furprifed Aliorffy and the inhabitants of Svjit^ made them- 
felves mafters of Lawertz, The forts were inftantly demo- 
lilhed, and the governor was condudled to the frontiers, 
where they obliged him to promife, upon oath, that he 
would never ferve thehoufe of Aufiria the Helvetic 

nation, and never return to the cantons : an inftance of' mo- 
deration rarely found in an iucenfed people, who have their 
opprefibrs in their power. 

In this mauner the three cantooB delivered thcmfclves 
from Au/irian yoke, and retrieved that |ib^rty, which 
they flill enjoy unimpaired. The other c^mtonxfocm engaged 
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CJ. 5) the Htfitry of (kTittfsiy. ' 

ifi the confederacy, which was die origin of the Helvetian 
iiepublic V(P). ^ 

; This defirc of aggrandizing his family, in i*igreat mm^Whetinpt^ 
fine in8ueQced^/&ifr^*5 whole condnft/ He had hy bi« ^iftror Al- 
Elizaheth fik foqs and three daughters, for whom he endea- bcrtV ra- 
you red to procure allpoffible advantages; and the eagernefs^^^^*^^* 
^th which he profecuted thefe endeavours in the end 
him his life. After the deceafe of his brother Rodolf>hus^ 
duke of Suabiuy and landgrave oiAlfacCy he had taken upon 
him the education of his only fon as well as the admi- 
niftration of his dominions. This young prince, when he 

• Stettler. Ann. Helvetic! Bern, t. i. 

(P) The tyranny of the Twill not bnai my frcmif0 [entd 

Jlrtan governors was extended he) fo as to take an»ay thy li/kp 
even to tUc 'moft ridiculous thou fialt fpend it in a clofe pri* 
lengths. Qrtfler^ governor of fon. So faying, hecRufed him 
TJry^ ordered a pole m be ereft- < to be fettered and P^t into a 
ed in the sojarket^place of AT boat, to be ^^jypor^d to Cu£e^. 
torff^ crowned with a kind of nach^ a c^j^lp in the )ake of. 
hat or cap, to which every paf- Lucerni nay the ^governor him- 
fen^r was epmmanded to make, felf embarked with t^e pfifoner, 
obciffance: but William Telit that he might with his own 
one of the cohfpirators, having eyes ice the fentence put in ex- 
refttled to yield this abiurd ho- ecutton. They fbarce pro- 
iftage; hewas fum'moned to ap- ceeded half way when thty 
pear before the governor, who were overtaken yeijth fitch a 
condemned him to Biopc an ar- tempA, that the hoatrnen conld 
row through en apple, placed Jifit manage th^ ye^el, and 
upon the head of his oiyn foo, on board were in the moil xtninl- 
at a certain diil;ance» on pain of nentdan^r of their lives. In 
being hanged. This fe|at Jie this extremity, , one of thego- 
fuccefsfully performed in public; vernor’s fervants, who knew 
when the governor, perceiving , 7i// to be the ipoft expert boat- 
he had twp arrows in his girdle, man of the country, propofed 
defired to know' for what ufe, that be fhould be unbound and 
he intended the fiipernumerary fet to the helm. The governor 
fhaftl Tell having firft obtain- aBented to the propoBil, and 
ed his pi^mife that bis life f/ll taking t^e command the 
Ihould not be taken awa^, ac- veinei,deGred her clofe to ar<pck» 
knowlegcd, ^at if it had been where leaping aihore with great 
his misfortune to kill his fon agility, he m^e his efcape thro* 
with the firft arrow, he .would the mountain?* to ^ta^ff^cher^ 
have feccmd^ac^ t|i| , and lay coi^ea|ed till me day 

governor’s, heart. ^ in-, on which’ the.fcheme .was cxc- 

CesAd at idill de(dhration, ?2s^ xutcd (i). 

(j) l^. xdi. 'Pi ae7. 
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ft 64 THHstjfw^r «/ Germany/ C.^,i 

was of age, had often follicjted the temperor, both by 
felf and his friends, to put him in polteflion of his patrimony, 
or at leaft togivt hitn fome poition. His uncle had, undej 
vaiious pretexts, delayed doing him juftice; and it was gc 
nerally fpfpefted, that his defign was to appropriate his pu 
lie rcfvfes pjps eftate to the ber^^fit of his own children. This fufph^' 
So do ju-^ confirmed by the intrigues he had ufed to poflcm 

himfelf oi Bohemia, and the marquifatc of Mijnta, \vher0'' 
he had even employed force in behalf of his ufurpation, by 
/ Suabia^ means incun ing the averlion and refentment of levtral* 
^ *pnnces of the empiie. The cmpeior having gone out on 
the hi ft day of May to take the aii at Bafil, duke John pre-^ 
vailed upon the bifliop of Sttafhurg to intercede with his 
uncle, that he might put him in pofteflion of fome of th^ 
caftles belonging to his patrimony. To this propolal ih^ 
empeioi replied, that he would make his nephew an officer* 
and employ him in the Bot^mian war, after which he Hiould 
recehe fat isfa^fion. The young duke, who overheard this* 
into a con- declaration, called afoud in a tranfport of palTion, I plain-^. 
/piracy ly fee that he who would defraud me of my eftate, would^ 
dgainfl « alfo deprive me of my life.’* $o faying, he went in queft 

httv, of three confedei ates, namely, Rodolphns of Barth, JValter 

of Efthebach, and Vlrtck qf Palm, who were all favourites 
of Alhart. With thefe he had already concerted meafuies 
for deftioying the emperor, in cafe he Ihould refufe to com- 
ply with his demand ; and now they determined to put their 
oefign in execution. 

After the entertainment the emperor had given to thofe 
who accompanied him, durkag which be had, with his own 
hands, ciowmed them with chaplets of flowcis, he fet out 
for Rhtnfelden, and arriviug at the river Rhees near Schaff- 
haufen, he went into a boat, attended by duke John and his 
thice confedeiates, wbil^ his fop, together with the reft of 
endaff^f hib retinue, waited on the bank for its return. Albert haVf 
finatehi m ing crofTed the rivei , the confpirators advanced to him, while 
ftiar he walked through a new fown^ field, when duke John ftab- 
SchafF- bed him in the throat, IVarth plunged a fwqrd into his 
haufen. breaft, and Palm cut him acrofs the head and face After 
having thus executed theii purpofe, in fight of his own fon 
and attendants, who could give him no aflfftance, they be- 
took themfclves to flight. Duke John, after having con^ 
ceaied himfelf for fome time in differen}: parts of ftafy, went 
at length and thrdw himfelf at the feet of Clement V. fi^ccef- 
foi of Boniface VIIL begging he would impofi^ % penanejp 

^ Rbbdorf. i|d an. 1308. Chron. Aufl. p. 1185. 

pro* 
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oportJoned to his crime, when the pope enjoined him tc^The fate^f 

;fs the remainder of his life in the monaflery of the hermits rtgi- 
St. at P 'lfay where he afhially ended his days,^^^^- 

' ! OT order of the emperor Henry YII. i{is duchy of SttaUa 
feized and confifeated For the ufc of the duke of Jih 
'j^ia. Palm concealed himfelf in a convent of friars at Bafil, 
l^ere be died fome time after. Efehehach lived thli ty-hve 
.y^rs as a cow- herd in a village of the county of Wirtembergy 
difeovered himfelf upon his death-bed ; and Warth being 
ta^prebended was broke alive upon the wheel. In the place A 
where the emperor was flain a cloifter was built, and called 
J^ning^dty from whence his body, after having been 
. 6ted there for fome time, was carried to Spire, and interred*^^^ Tmpe- 
aipopg his predecelTors ® ). According to fome hiftori- 

ahs, he was a prince of a brutal difpofition, and extremely 
ill bred, of a moft terrible afpeft, and the moft fordid ava- 
rice Others, however, foften this charafter, affirming, Hi$ cha-> 

- that he was a prince of great courage and extraordinary ad- racier. 
dfefs, remarkable for an excellent undcrftandLng, and an in- 
violable attachment to truth ; that he was neither cruel nor 
vindiftive, though all agree in taxing him with avarice. 

® Avent. Ann. Boior. lib. vii. p. 593. Alb. Arcentin in 
Chron. Villan. lib. viih c. 95. Felix Fab. Hift. Suev. lib. 

U c, 14, Krantz Sax. lib. vifi. c. 41. ^ Trith. ia 

^ Chron. Hirfang. 

(Q. j Albert, by his wife Eli* fhen, duke of Ba*varia ; Hettfj, 

Kahethy daughter of Minardy who had rto poftcrity, though he 
duke of Carinthia and Goredoy married Elixahetky daughter of 
had fix fons and -five daughters, the count of Wirtzbourgi and 
paniely, Fredericy furnamed the Alherty furnamed the Counter* 
competitor with ZmrV ftit, from whom the male iffuc 
of Banuz»ia for the empire ; Ro* of the family is derived. Of 
dolphus the Hebenneirey king of his daughters, /gnet was match- 
BohemtOy who married Bianchey •cd with Jndnnvy king of Hun* 
daughter of Philip III. and gary ; Elizakcihy married to 
crand-datighter of St, Lews, Frederic III. duke of Lorraine i 
king of franciy and afterwards Anuy firft to Hermany marquis of 
Elizabeth of P^land^ by whom * Mifniay and afterwards to Hen* 
he bad no i/Tde; Le^feldy fur- ryy duke of Vr at ejlanjia \ Ka* 
named the Beafter^ married to. was wife gf CW/rx^d uke 

daughter of AmadtmWl. of Calabriay mAGutta efpoufed, 
'<fOUDt<)f^49«9y( whomar- by Lewie, cc^nt of Qettingez 
r Elizabeth, daughter of Su* { i ). 




,( l) Struv* per, ix. JeSt, 5. 
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He equally abhorred flattery and flander, and was ufed tp 
fay, that there were three forts of perfons for whom he liad 
a particular regard, namely, women of honour, men of 
courage, and pious efcclcfiaftics ^ 


HENRY Vil. 


em^ar- 

rajjt.i. 


Philip, after the death of the emperor ^ Albert y the cleflors 
king of could not for fome time agree in their choice of a per- 

France, fon to fucceed him on the throne. Philip the Fair of France 
ccfptres to afpired to the empire; and in order to facilitate the accom- 
t he empire, plifliment of his wifli, refolved to go and treat in perfon with 
,pope Clement V. who was at that time at Avignoriy and who 
is fald to have been railed to the papacy, on condition that 
he fliould affill the king in his defigns upon the imperial 
^he pofe is Fiii'ont. The pope being apprifed of this intended vifit, 
and well knowing the fiihjeft of it, was very much embar- 
raffed in his own mind ; for being obliged to remain in 
France, on account of the commotions of Rome and Italy, 
he could not decently nor fafely refufe to comply with Phi- 
lip's defire, though he knew it was not in his power to grant 
it, as the imperial crown was intirely at the difpofal of the 
Germans, who, if he fliould arrogate to himfelt the right of 
conferring it on this occafion, would in ail probability ex- 
plain themfelves in exprefs terms agalnft the pretciilions of . 
the pope ; becaufe they would forefee, that, Ihould Philip 
afeend the imperial throne, France would retrieve tlie do- 
minions and rights to which fhe laid claim in the empire. 
He was likewifc very well perfuaded that Philip was diflatis- 
fied with the court of Rome, on account of the infolcnce 
with which he had been treated by Boniface VIII. who 
had cornmanded him in a very imperious ftrain, on pain of 
excommunication, to make war upon the Turks, for the re- 
covery of the kingdom of Jerufalem. 

Clement V. who was now in the chair, being very much 
perplexed in confequence of thefe refleftiqns, ^nd undeter- 
mined in his behaviour towards Plnlip at the approaching in- 
terview, Cardinal Praf advifed him to difpatch pri;^ 

pojes lien- meflengers to the German eleftors, with prefling in-^ 
ry ^Lux- jdjiiiccs to elc<5l a chief, and to declare, that, if the ejeftiou' 
^^theflec immediately take place, the imperial dignity would 

torsi ^ Invert from Germany to France. He likewife counfelled bim| 


and by the 
ad^'ite of 
cardinal 


* Hsias* liv. ii. c* 
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tb propofe Henry of Luxem^rg^ as a proper perfon to fiH 
the throne 

Cle M EKT relifhed the advice, and immediately com- 
municated Philipps defign to the eccieuaftic princes, who en- 
tered into his views, and prewnifed ^o conduft themfclvcs 
according to his direftions. Mean while Berthofd^ count of 
Hennehurg^ and Conrad, knight of Rclda, as proxies of Otho 
and Waldmar, marquiffes of Brandenburg, and Rodolphut, 
duke of Saxony, repaired to Boppard, where they found 
Kodofphus and Lewis, counts palatine of the Rbfine. Thefo 
four agreed to propofe in the diet of eleffion Otho and Wal- 
demar, Albert, count of Hanau, Rodolphus and Lewis, and 
Frederic, duke of Auftria ; and they obliged themfclvcs by 
oath to acknowlege for king of the Romans him, of thefe fix 
competitors, who (hould have a majority of voices. At the 
fame time they drew up fome articles touching the preferra- 
tion of their fiefs and privileges, which the future emperew 
Ihould approve and confirm. 

These preliminaries being regulated, the electors, to the 
number of fix, affembled at Frankfort (R), where the arch- 
bilhop of Triers began the diet by reading a protcjflation, 
importing, that all excotamunkated or outlawed perfons, 
and others who had no right to be prefent, ftionld fctirc : 
then they deliberated upon the elcftion, and Henry of Lux- 
emburg (S) being propofed by the three elcftors, was iinnni- . 
moufly chofen, as a prince in all refpcfh worthy of the im- 
perial crown. As he happened to be at that time in the city 
of Frankfort, he was forthwith made acquainted with the^^^ ^ ' 

^ ViLt. I. viii. c. 101. Ant. tit. xxi. c. i. Avent. Ana. 

Boior. 1. vii. p. 593. 

(R) Jebn and Henry, duket 
of Saxony, claimed the right of 
i&tting in this aiTembly, and pro- 
teHed in form againR whatever 
ihould be done without their 
concurrence. Henry, duke of 
Carinthia, who had afeended 
the throne of Bohmia, did not 
appear at thiseledion, proba- 
bly becaufc the inajority of the 
Bohemian nobilhy had not yet 
acknowicgcd him as their king 

(1) Leih^::z in Merit es, p. 353, 

* * cleftiouj 


(S) Before be was ele^ed, em- 
peror he had fignalized himfelf 
in a war againft the city of T rhrs, 
on account of their having re- 
fund to pay certain tributes and 
duties, to jvhich the family of 
Luxemburg had a claim. He 
not only fucceeded in this enter- 
prize, but, when the fee^ of 
Uige was vacsAit, took his mca- 
fures fo effejlually, that one of 
his brothers was chofen archbi- 
Ihop (2), 

(2) Kemarp pur Bbifu Liu 
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cleftion; and Philip of France, who wa$ oa vthc*.f!didL JO 
Avignon^ receiving thcfe tidings, procecddi no iaithetv hUt 
returned immediately without feeing the pope f. 

Hi^nrt was not a little furprifed when he underftood the 
eleAors had conferred upon him that dignity, which he 
A. D. thought himfelf too* weak to fupport. Neverthekfs, be 
*3®9' gratefully accepted of the honour, and was on the Epiphany 
crowned at Aix la Chapdle This cereipqny being per- 
formed, he made a pro^efs along the Rhine^ to receive 
homage and the oath of Melity from tl>e princes, noblemen, 
and cities, and convoked an imperial diet at to which 
the elcftors, princes, and deputies of towqs, repaired in 
He pro- great numbers. Here fentence of death was pronounced 
munces ngainfl John of Auftria^ for the murder of the emperor AU 
whofe fons, Frederic^ Leopold, Albert, and Otho, ap- 
demanded the inveftiture of Au- 
derer of and the Other her^itary dominions, which had been 

Albert. father by the em^ror Rodolphus, Thefe four 

princes had been fummoned by order of the emperor, who 
commanded them to refign their pretenfions to Aujiria, 
which had already been fatal to five.kings (T.) They, on the 
other hand, infifled upon being maintained in the pofleiTion 
of a duchy, which had been beftowed upon their father with 
Grants the the confent of the princes of the empire. The emperor, 
however, remaining fixed in his refolution, duke Frederic 
of Aiiftria retired, and at his departure is faid to have fent a perfon to 
to the fons emperor, that the duchy of Aujiria, which had al- 

oftbat ready been the death of five kings, might /till be fetal to a 
emperor, fj^th, if he did not deifift from his unjuft pretenfions. Be that 
as it will, certain it is, the emperor qr^red the dukes to 
be called back, and, with the confent of the German prmet^, 
beftowed on them the inveftiture of that duchy. At this 
aflembly alfo appeared Elizabeth, 'daughter and heirefs’ of 
Wincejlaus, king of Bohemia, deceafed, by a daughter of the 
emperor Rodolphus. A treaty of ip^trriage had been agreed upbn 
between her and John, fon of Henry the emperor, whom the 
Bohemians had fet upon the throUe; after having expelled 
Celebrates Henry, Aukt of Carinthia. This marris^e having been de- 
Mlenup^ layed from time to time under dUFerent pretexts, theprincefs 

s IU.ANT9 Sax. 1 « fe. c, i. Barrb, t. vi. p. 361. ^ Alb.. 

Arornt. in Chron. h viii. c. loa. ViE;caa. su vie. Ifca. Tai- 
THBM. in Chron. ^ 

(T) Namely Cottradisf, Qttoearus, Rodolfhus of AuJ^ria, Adol* 
plus, and Albert. 


I^ow 
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4Cio^idasl»llfled tb^ treaty (hould be fulfilled, or t2i\3X^tiahoj his 
ihewa <he not immediately be folemnized. fon 

Count J$hn of Luxmburg was at tbat«time in the fevcnteenth John nvith 
year of his age, kad Elizabeth turned of twenty-two. She Elizabeth, 
was of ft talifetare and genteel appearance; but a report 
had been (pr^ad abroad to the prejudice of her chaftity, for ^ ^m- 
whichi rcafon the empetor had, from day to day, deferred 
the.cO(wftitnmation of the marriage, ‘until the prinerfs, having ^ 
difeovered the caufe of t}iis delays found means to convince ^ 
him of her innocence (U); upon which the ceremony was 
peribrmed with great magnificence; in priefence of the elec- 
tors, and other princes and noblemen of the diet. 

In this manner Bohemia became the property of the houfe 
of Luxemburg^ who pofleffed it for a good number of years 
without Interruption. At prefent, however, there was a nc- 
cciSty for conquering, before the new married couple could 
enjoy the kingdom ; foi* Henry y duke of Carinthiay joined by 
Fredcricy marquis of Mifniay had levied a confiderable army, 
taken and garrifoned Prajpie and Cuttemberg, and exafted 
a new oath of allegiance from the inhabitants : John of Lux^ 
emburgy therefore, could not take pofleffion, except by force 
of arms. The emperor and the princes furniftied him with 
a IVrong body of troops, commanded by the archbilhop 9 f 
MentZy the count palsftine of the Rhincy and the counts of 
Oettingen and Heinjbergy and with thefe he entered Bohe* 
mia. His firft operation was the fiege of Cuttemberg^ vshich 
in a little time furrcndcred ; and then he ihvefted Prague^ 
the gari’ifon of v/hich was commanded by the duke of C*- 
rinthia and the marquis of M0^ia in perfon, who made a 


(U) The prlncefs ElvsuAkth 
no fooner underfiood that her 
virtue was called in queilion, 
than, repairing to the emperorU 
antichamber, (he undrefied her-, 
felf before the ladies there pre- 
fent, and approach] ng ./f^irzy in 
her fhift, “ Sire (laid Ihe) I 
am informed you encercain 
fotne ftifpicion of niy honour, 
** and, on that account, delay 
my marriage with the prince 
“ your ion. Confdous tbere- 
“ fore of m/ own innocence, I 
“ have taken the liberty of pre- 


« Tenting my felf in this manner, 
to intreat your imperial ma- 
** jefty will order me forthwith 
to be examined by matrons, 
** whofe tekimony will foon re- 
** fiite the malice of my enemies, 
** and redound to the triumph 
** of my charader.” The em- 
peror complied with her requefi, 
and fhe was committed to the 
care of fome ladies and mid- 
wives, who unanimoufly declar- 
ed herpn uqfpottcd virgin; up- 
on which the marriage was fo- 
lemm;&ed (t). 


{s J Heifi. liv, ii. c, S5. 
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tcry vigorbus defence, unril the btn^fhers, iticenied at foi^ 
outrages committed by thefoldiers, opei^ed the gales to the 
beii^ers, -who foon feecame maftcjrs of the city. The duke 
and marquis, thus betrayed, took re&ge in. the fort of St^ 
Witi w^here th<;y capbuiated widi king Jhhn^ who permitted 
John tiftd to retire to their orwn doaxunions. The ftates were iin* 
mediately aiTembled, and the coronation of John and Etiza- 
heth was pcrfbnmed by tiic archbifliop of Mentx^ aiTifted by 
the biihops of Prague and Olmutz^ amidft the aoclamations 
of the Bohemians K 

This affair being fettled, it was refolved that the empe- 
ror fliould make a jouriijey into A<sb^, and orders were givon 
fe«* railing the troops occeflary to attend him in this expedi- 
tion. Mean whUe he ordered the body of Albert^ together 
with diat of his pi>edeceffor AdolfAxis^ whom he had flain, 
to be carried to S^rc and interred in one day, he himlidf 
affifting in perfon at the funeral Then he fent a fplendid 
embaffy to Clement V. mmpofed of thebiHiops of Bajil and 
Cdre^ JmadcHS^ count of John Dauphin^ count AAl* 

hm and Vienna^ €m count of El&nders^ John count df Bar* 
bruCf and doftor Simon de Marviile, who repairing to Avig- 
mn^ delivered their credentials' to the pope, together with 
the decree of the eleftkm, which were very courteoufly re- 
oeii©d. His 'holinefs ackuowieged Henry as king of the 
J^mans^ promifed to crown him emperor at Rornty and re- 
ceived the oath from rbefe deputies, who fworc, in the 
.oasne their maAer, that he non* would make the Kali at- 
tempt upon the life or honour of the pope; that he would 
never enaft any law wkhoEOt the confent of his ho- 

linefs •, that he would reftore all the lands belonging to the 
church; that he would exalt the holy fee, defend all her 
tights, aud take the accuftomed oath at his coronation ^ 
During the reign dt Alberti. Everhard, count of 
• fmktrgy had molded the imperial cities of Suabia, and 
ticw, lince the death of that etnperor, had continued to ex- 
erctfe fuch violence againll them, that they were obliged to 
A.D. complain of his conduft at the diet of SJnre. The count 
»3io. being fummoned to appearand anfwer to the charge, came 
Be reduces attended with fuch a large body of troops as gave umbrage 
the domi* emperor and the pninces, who, nevcrtbelcfs, endea- 

voured to coufpromife die affair ; but he rejefted their ad- 
vice, and retired u hhout having liftened to any ’terms of ac- 
commodation. He was therefore put to the ban of the em- 


ttions cf 
F4verhard 
count of 
Wiriem- 
berg. 


^ Hift. Luxemb. 1. xlvii. 


P‘ S9J* 


* Barre, t. vi. p. 


^ Avert. 
371. 


Ann. Boior. 1. vii. 

pirc 
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ptre^' ; and a body of troops being raifed to reduce him to" 
obedience, tbe lord of Vinjherg was invtfted with the com- 
mand, and in a little time fubdued alnfoft all the dominions 
of the count, who efcaped into the territories of the marquis 
of Baden, with whom he lived till the death of the emperor, 
after which he, without difficulty, obtained poflefiion of his 
eftates. 

Amonc other regulations for eftabliffiing the peace of the 7he Jews 
empire, Henry at this penod, by public decree, expelled the are expeU 
Jnvs from all the provinces ci Germany, on account of the^^/'^»* 
miichiefs which attended their trfury and extortion ; for they Germany, 
famed the taxes of almoft every prince at a low rate, and 
levied them with ftich -feverity and rapacibufnefs, as rendered 
them odious and deteftable to the people. At the fame time 
he, in conjunffioh Vfii\vPhilip the Fair di France, follicited the 
pope to abolifh the order of templars, who not only imitated 
rile Jenx)s in their uftiry, but Were accUfed of the moft licen- 
tious debauchery, and all forts of enormity. Clement, how- 
ever, Was deaf to their remonftrances, and refufed to take 
any fieps to the prejtrdice of an order, which had done fuch 
fi^al fervice to thecaufe of religion” (X). 

As no emperor, lince the death of Frederic II. had re- HeisfiiU^ 
paired to Itafy, the rights of the empire in that Country were 
all gone to wix*ck. Every nobleman had erefted himfelf into 
a petty fovereign, and the Guelphs and GibiUn'es butchered 
one another without humanity or remorfe. Pope ClementY. 
who had been the chief caufe of Hcnry'% ele'ftion, urged him, 
with luiceafing importunity, to go in perfon and quell 

® Avint. ubi fupra. " Struv. per, ix. fe£t. 4. 


(X) This order was inftituted 
at Jcrufalem in the beginning 
of the twelfth century, for the 
defence of the holy fepulchrc, • 
and the prote^on of Chriftian 
pilgrims. They were drll called 
(he Poor gf the Holy City, ^d af- 
rerwardsaffumed the appellation 
Templars, becaufe their lioufc 
was near the temple. 

After the rain of the king- 
dom of y^erufalem, about the 
year ii86, they fpread them- 
iclves through Germany and o> 


ther dominions of Europe, whi- 
ther they were invited by the 
liberality of the ChriAians; but 
their morals were foon corrupt- 
ed by the riches they acquir^ : 
their lives became fcandalous, 
and their pride infupportable. 
Among other pranks of the 
xnoft iharaelcfs, debauchery, 
they were taxed with having 
renounced the Chriftian reli- 
gion, and wfth fpicting in de* 
liilon, on the crofs at all their 
tneetings (i). 


( 1 ) Cur tier t Htft. Templar, Num. 1 50 . 
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the difturbances in Italy © ; and the Cibelines, who were 
imperialifts, follicited him to the fame cffcft, tliat they 
might be fupported againll their enemies. He now, there- 
fore, convoked a diet at Frankfort ^ in order to ddiberate 
upon proper meafure? for maintaining the tranquillity of the 
empire in his abfence. His fon John^ king of Bohemia^ was 
appointed vicar, and the office of his counfellor given to the 
count of Henneberg, together with the dignity of prince^ 
confirmed by the aflembly. The treaty which Henry's pre- 
decelTors had made with France was renewed, and the flates 
promifed to fecond the emperor^s enterprize with their whole 
power. But that he might not alarm the Italians^ he fent 
deputies before him to the cities of Lombardy with letters, 
importing, that he would march into Italy ^ not as an enemy, 
to ruin the fubjefts and enrich himfelf with the fpoil, but as 
a friend, coming to adminifter juftice, reprefs diforders, re- 
drefs grievances, and re-eftablifti the provinces in the full and 
free enjoyment of their antient rights and privileges. 

' Having taken thefe precautions, he fet out for Italy with 
the troops, which had been granted him by the ftates of the 
empire, being accompanied by the dukes of Auftria and Ba^ 
varia^ Baldwin^ archbilhop of Triers^ the bifhop of Liege ^ 
the counts of Savoy and Flanders^ and other noblemen, to- 
gether with the militia of all the imperial cities. Pope Cle- 
menty at whofe earneft follicitation this journey had been un- 
dertaken, changed his opinion, as foon as he faw Henry fet 
out with fufficient forces to re-eftabliftx the authority and 
fovereignty of the empire in Italy ^ and fet on foot divers fe- 
cret negociations to prevent his march. He committed the 
government of Rome ^to Robert, king of Apulia, or Naplcs^, 
with 'whom he engaged in alliance againft the emperor, and 
that king fent thither his brother prince John, with a good 
body of troops, at the fame time joining in a confederacy 
with the cities of Florence, Bologna, Sienna, Lucca, Cremona, 
Padua, Brejeia, and fome otheis; which being ftrongly gar-* 
rifoned, and well provided with munitions of war, refolved 
to hold out againft the emperor. Rome was divided into two 
faftions ; that of the Colonnas, which declared for the em- 
peror, had feized upon St, John of Lateran, the amphi- 
theatre, and feme other principal parts of the city, diftin- 
guiffiing themfdves by the old word Cibeline, and giving the 
appellation of Curlphs to the other party, which had declared 

® ViLLAN. 1 . viii. c. 88, 89, 96. Anton, tit. xxi. c. i. 
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for prince John^ and fecured the capitol, the caftle of St. 
Jrigelo, and the Vatican. . 

The emperor having, according to the cuftom of his pre- 
dcceUbrs, difpatched envoys to the citi& of Ital^ to intimate 
iihjourney, and prepare provilions and neceflaries for his 
court and army, he fet out, in the month of September^ from 
Laufame^ where he had received a deputation from the Gibe- 
line faftlon. Crolfing mount CeniSf he ftaid ten days at 
Tiirin^ and having appointed a governor for the empire, 
repaired to the city of JJii^ where he changed the magiftra- 
cy, and gave the government to one Nicholas Bonfignori, 
Here he ftaid two months waiting for his army, with which 
he marched to Cafal and Vercelli^ where the inhabitants took 
the oath of allegiance, and fubmitted to the appointment 
of the German gove^rnors. He was likewife joyfully received 
by the city of Milan^ and other towns of Lombardy^ of whom 
he exafted confiderable fums of money on account of arrears. 

Notwithstanding the great honours that were paid 
to him by Guy de Id Torre ^ chief of the Milancfc^ and go- 
vernor of the city, he deprived him of his ofHce, which was 
conferred upon Matthew Vifeonti his profefTed enemy ; and 
indeed Henry favoured the Gibelines with fuch partiality, as 
difquieted all people of moderation, and was of great preju- 
dice to his own aff lirs. It was in confequence qf this difguft 
that the iron crown, kept at Monday could not be found 
for his coronation ; fo that he caufed another of ftcel to be 
made, with which he was crowned, together with his em- 
prefs, by Gaji 6 n de la Torre, archbifliop of Milan^ and after 
the ceremony created 200 knigliK P. 

Guy de la Torre, exafperared at the emperor’s beha- 
viour towards him and his party, refolved to make an at- 
tempt upon Henry*^ life, and with fome of the Cuelphs ac- 
tually concerted a fcheme for aflaulting him in his palace, 
during the execution of a malefactor without the walls, which 
they did not doubt would attract the curiofity of the Ger- 
mans, fo as that they would croud to the place, and leave 
the emperor almofl: c]uite unguarded. Matthew Vifeonti 
having luckily received intimation of this plot, communicated 
the whole contrivance to Henry, who took his meafures in 
fiTch a manner, that, when the confpirators a/Tembled to ex- 
ecute their defign, they were fuddenly attacked and cut in 
pieces by a body of troops prepared for that purpofe. As 
for Guy *de fa Torre he efcAped with fome of his family ; but 
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his houfe was razed to the ground, and his cfFcfts coofifeated 
for the ufe of the emperor. 

Notwithstanding this mifearriage, he ftill continuedr 
to projeift plans for Menrfs deftru^fion, and even engaged 
the emperor’s own chancellor in another defign againit his 
life. That perfidioHS wretch fent letters, fealed with the 
imperial feal, to the magiftrates of Lombardy^ commanding 
them, at an appointed time, to murder all ihe: Germans who 
were in garrifon among them : and the execrable fcheme 
would, in all probability, have been executed, had not a 
German knight happily intercepted one of the letters, and 
boldly expolrulated on the fubje( 5 l with Henry ^ who being 
informed of the particulars, caufed his chancellor to be ap- 
prehended immediately, and among his letters found one of 
7b e chan- the letters not yet expedited , Far from attempting to ex- 
cellvr con- culpate hiuifelf, this mifereant confefled the crime, owning, 
n)t£iedof being a Guelph of the race of \}^tTurriam, mafTacred at 
perfidy^ he had entered into the emperor’s fervice with no 

^^itted 'to deftroying him with the firft favour- 

Ihe^ftames had before poifoned feveral 

^ waggon loads of wine deftined for the German army, though 
that fcheme did not take clfeft. Henry^ amazed and con- 
founded at the villainy and boldnefs of this traitor, con- 
demned him to be burnt alive, and the fenience was executed 
accordingly 

Cremona was the firft place that ventured to oppofe the 
emperor, and that he took by force, and fleeced accordingly. 
Parma^ Vicenza^ and Placentia^ made peace with him upon 
rcafonable conditions. Pqdiia paid 100,000 crowns, and 
received an imperial officer as commander of the city. The 
Venetians prefented his majefty with a large fum of money, 
an imperial crown of gold enriched with diamonds, and 
Brefeta/j vermilion chain of very curious workmajilhip. Brcfcia made 
^ defperate refiftance, and fuftained a very fevere ficge, in 
the courfe of which Waleran of Luxemburg y the emperor’s 
brother, was (lain by an arrow, and Henry's army dimi- 
nifti-ed to fuch a degree, that the inhabitants marched out, 
under the command of their prefeft Thihaidt de Drujfatiy 
and gave him battle. After a very obflinate engagement, 
in which the emperor was knocked off his horfc and almoft 
killed, the Gej^mans, animated by the danger in which they 
faw their fovereign, charged the Brefeians with Inch redou- 
bled fury and Mpctiiofity, as bore down all oppofition, and 
compelled them to retire into the city with great lofs. 77 ;/- 

‘i CuspiN. in vit. Henric. VIL Hill. Luxemb. I. xlvj. 
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baidty who had fought with incredible valour, Was found 
upon the field not yet dead, though grievoufly wounded, 
and being carried to the place where ihe emperor flood, 

Henry reproached him with bis perfidy, ordered him to be 
tore afonder by four hdrfes; then his quey ters Were expofed 
upon the wheel, and his head was fixed upon a pike before 
the gates of the city. And indeed this puniihment, fevere 
as it was, feems to have been no more than adequate to his 
treachery and ingratitude ; for two years before this event, 
when he was baniftied from his native country, he had come 
to Spire and implored the proteftion of Henry ^ who re- 
ceived him with great hofpitality, and knighted him with his 
own hand : yet, unmindful of thefe favours, he afterwai'ds 
joined the Guelph^t and was the perfon who excited the Brcf- 
dans to revolt againft his benefaftor* His townfmen, in or- 
der to revenge lii$ death, hanged fifty German prifoners up- 
on their walls ; a circumftance which incenfed the emperor 
to filch a degree, that he was refolvcd to humble them, or 
lofe his life in the attempt. Thus determined, he redoubled 
his efforts, and repeated his attacks with equal vigour and 
perfeveranoe, until the befieged were, by the enemy with- 
out and famine within, reduced to the utmoft extremity. 

Then they had recourfe to his clemency, and prefented Surrenders 
themfelves before him barefoot, with Halters about their atdifere- 
necks : a fpeftacle Which he could not behold unmoved. He //<;», W 
;fccordiiigly granted them their lives, on condition they is di/man* 
fiiould pay 60,000 crowns, and deliver 100 hoftages, chofen e/ed^ 
from their principal citizens ; but, at the fame time, he or- 
dered their walls and fortifications t 5 be demolifhed, and en- 
tered in triumph the breach he had made ^ Frdm hence 
the emperor, after having appointed governors in that city, 

Verona^ Parma, and Mantua, marched direftly to Genoa^ 
where he was fplendidly received and entertained by the 
city. 

By this time Henry's fuccefle> in twibardy had greatly Henry is 
alarmed the pope, who began to fear that he would not only amufed by 
reduce all the Italian towns and ftates to his obedience, but l^^hert, 
alfo take advantage of Clement's abfcnce to fix, the feat 
his empire at Rome, It was from this apprehenfion that, Naples, 
although he had fent a commillion to five cardinals tp crown 
the emperpr, he now exerted all his endeavours* tp traverfe 
his fuccefs, in concert with Robert, king ofuNaples, who 
formed a confederacy among the towns of Florence, Bologna^ 
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and Lucca, and ordered his brother John, prince of Moiea, 
to march with a body of forces to Rome, to oppofe the 
peror’s entrance intb that city, and aft as the ally and pro- 
teftor of the Urjini, who headed the faftion of the Gmlphs, 
Mean while he lent^'a deputation to the emperor at Genoa, to 
declare that his foie view of detaching his brother to Rome 
was to honour the entry of his imperial majefty ; and that he 
was fincerely difpofed to cultivate and cetnent a friendlhip 
with his imperial majefty, by means of a match between his 
fon, the duke of Calabria, and Katherine oi Lnxemhitrg, 

Tho’ Henry was for feme time amufed by the diflimula- 
tioii of this prince, who endeavoured to protraft the nego- 
dation, he would not delay his coronation, but fet out from 
Genoa, where he had been joined by the cardinals appointed 
to perform that ceremony; but before he began his march, 
he fent ambafKidors to the prince of Morea^ who, in con- 
junftion with the Urfini, had taken pofTeffion of part of the* 
city, to give notice of his approach, that all obftaclcs to his 
entry might be removed. At length the Ndapolitan thought 
proper to pull off the mafk, after having amufed the envoys 
for a confiderable tinie, on pretence of fending to his bro- 
ther for further orders, and declared, that he would oppofe 
Hcnry'% entrance' and coronation with all his power. 

Mfan while the emperor continued his march, and on his 
arrival at Pifa was, by a meffenger from the Colonnas, in- 
treafed to advance to Rome with all expedition. In compli- 
ance with this lequefl: he proceeded with great diligence, and 
prefented himfelf in order of battle at the Ponte Mola, where 
he imagined they would difpute his paflage : but the prince 
of hhrea had withdiawn his troops from that quarter ; fo 
that the iinperialifis entered almoil without oppofition, and 
\Vere lodged in different parts, with Ifiift orders to be upon 
their guard againrt 'ali attempts of the enemy. 

I'liE bafilicon of St. Peter's, in which the emperors were 
ufually crowned, being in flic hands of the Urjtni faftion, 
Henry piopofed that be fhould receive the imperial crown in 
the church of St. John of Lateran ; and though the cardi- 
nals at firff refufed to comply with his defire, on pretence 
that it was contrary to cuflom, and exceeded the bounds of 
their commiffion, fnch W'as the deplorable fituation (si Rome, 
divided and diftrafted between two implacable faftions, 
which filled \he city with carnage and conffernation, that 
they were at length prevailed upon to embrace the expedient; 
and he received the ci own with the ufual ceremonies, amidft 
the acclamations of the people, who looked upon this event 

as 
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as the only means of being delivered from fuch oppreflive 
guefts •. 

Upon this occafion, Inftead of makiijg largefTes, ViCcovA- Makes an 
ing to the cuftom of his predecefTors, he demanded movie:^ abrupt eie- 
from the Romans, who were fo much provoked at this 
ufual impofition, that many of the citizens joined his enemies, 
who were in poileffion of the ftrongeft places in Rcine, and a 
tumult enlued, in which the emperor loli about 2000 men; 

{ind was befides fo ftraitened by want of provllion and money, 
that he could no longer fubfift in Rome, 

Henry having, after his coronation, exerted bis endea- 
vours to remedy the diforders of Rome, refolved to take 
vengeance on the king of Naples, who had duped him in 
fuch a perfidious manner; and for that purpofe concluded 
a treaty of alliance with II. king of Sicily, brother 
of James ll, of Arragon, importing, that ns fooii as the em- 
peror fhould have made himfelf mailer cATufeany, he fhould 
invade the kingdom of Naples by land, while the Sicilian 
fleet Ihould attack the maritime places. 

The pope, willing to prevent the con feqiicnces of this 
rupture, wrote to the cardinals who had crowned Henry, 
detiring they would effeft an accommodaiion, or at leaft coin- 
tn.ind both parties to agree to a truce, inafmuch as thiiy 
were oblig^ed to obey his commands by the oath of fidelity 
they had taken, ai>d the benefits they had received from the 
•holy fee. 


The emperor paid no manner of regard to this remon- 
ftrance; but finding himfelf incapable to reduce his enemies 
at Roinc, he left the government the city to the Colonnas, 
and repaired to Tivoli-, from thence taking his route through 
the territory of Perugia, which he had laid wafte with fire 


uiid fword, arrived at Arezzo, with an intention to attack 
Florence, He accordingly invefted that city, after having 
taken and demoUfhed fome forts in the neighbourhood; but, 
after a fruitlefs fiege of forty dgys, was obliged to retire to 
winter quarters. In the fpring he convened all the princes 
of Italy at Pifa, and decreed, that they fhould puntflually 
and annually pay the accuflomed tribute ; and after mature 
deliberation upon the a( 5 fs of hoAility, which had been com- 
mitted by Robert, king of Niples, upon the emjVire, he fum- 
inoned him to appear as his feudatory. Robert refufing^ 
Avas put to the ban (Y), his kingdom being Ijeftowed upo^i 

Fre^ 


Florence 

tvtthout 

fucetjs. 


* Reboouf. ad ann. 1309. Krantz. Sax. 1 . ix. c 4. 
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Frederic^ king of Spicily ^ who was in the emperor’s interefl: ^ 
The pope, in conffqucnce of thefe proceedings againft his 
ally, wrote le^t^s to the entperor, earneftjy eKhorting him 
to liften to an accpmmod^cion ; but they hapjSiened to pro- 
duce the contrary effect \ for being couched in the ftile of a 
fov^dgn who writer to his vaflal, Henry was incenfed at his 
infolence, and, in order to mtuifeft his refentment, joined 
his forpes with thofc o{. Frederic^ king of Siedy^ in order to 
attack the dominions of Robert both by fca and land. He 
■ had been in ^reat diArefs for want of forces, becaufe thofe 
he expected from Germany were retarded,- by the war which 
his fou fobn was obliged to maintain againA the duke of Ca- 
rinthia, who had renewed hoAiliiies and ravaged Moravia. 
At length, however, a reinforcement arrived with his bro- 
ther, who was archbifhop of Triers^ and a powerful arma- 
ment being fitted out for his fervicc by Frederic of Skiiy 
and the Cenoefe^ he w^s fluQied with the hope of making a 
complete conqueA of Naples. The king of France^ alarmed 
at thefe preparations, began to fear, that, Aiould Henry fuc- 
ceed in this enterprize, and reduce the towns of Italy ^ he 


* Idem ibid. Vilian. lib. ix. c. 43, ufque 47, Platin. in 
Clem. V. Vsc. in vit. Hen* 


be would proted them from the 
refentment of the emperor; the 
inhabitants of Lucca ^ Ptftora^ 
and FratOy fubinitted to hil^.-on 
the fame terms : and the pope 
conferred upon him the govern- 
tnent of Ferrara. Henry was 
extremely mortified to fee the 
power of his enemy daily in- 
Creahng ; and his refentroent 
glowed with the greater ardoup, 
when he learned that the Neape^ 
iitan galUes had atUcked his 
vcfTels in the harbour of Pi/a, 
after having ravaged the iflands 
of Gorgonia and Capraia. He 
therefore denounced a fentence 
againft him as a child of perdi- 
tfon, which firr the entertain- 
ment pf the reader we fhall re- 
peat. “ We declare Robert, 
who calls himfelf king of Naples, 
divefted of the authority, ho- 


nours, and immunities, which 
he enjoyed i/Vve deprive him of 
the provinces, counties, cities, 
caftles, lownihips, and other do- 
mains, which he either did or 
may poffefs : we declare the faid 
Robert rebel, traitor, enemy to 
the empire, guilty of treafon ; 
we banifh him from the empire 
fpr ever, on pain of loiing his 
head, if he fhall prefume to re- 
main in it contrary to oar will^ 
or to return after having beeh 
expcll^ Finally, wc forbid, 
under ‘the pecuniary penalties 
fpecified in the faid fentence, all 
perfons, cf what condition foc- 
ver they msy be, all towns and 
communities, to receive Or nifift 
him againft us and the empire; 
and we releafe all his fubjefls 
from tiieir oath of allegiance 

(I).” 


(r) jSquila VffgQ yii^ 


would 
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would reclaim Province and fome other domains, which for- 
merly belonged to the empire : he therefore complained to 
the pope of the violent proceedings of the emperor, who in- 
tended to difpoflefs Robert of the patrimony of his anceftoi s, 
and to trouble the repofe of the churchy fo as to hinder the 
princes of-EupoPe from going to the Hofy Land^ according to 
the refolution taken in the council of Fienru, In confequcnce 
of this femonftrance, the 'pope iiTued a bull, forbidding all 
perfons whatever, on paia of excommunication, to invade 
JSfaplcs by fea or land, on any pretence whatfoever ** : but 
this prohibition had little weight with Henry ^ who font a 
fplendid embafly to explain his motives to the king of France^ 
who was fatlsfied with his explanation ; and then began his 
march towards the territory of Sienna^ with a view to enter 
Roberts dominions. Though his health was extremely pre- He errga- 
carious, he was refolved to be perfonally prefent in this ex- ges in an 
pedition, and advanced as far as BonconventOj where all expedition 
his fine fchemes for the eftablifliing the imperial authority ogainft 
in Italy ended with his life (Z). His boiiy was carried Robert, 
back to Pifa, and interred with great pomp in the cathedral 
church, amidft the inexprcffible lorrow of all his followers, 
after he had reigned four years feveu months and eighteen 

* vento. 

fHUS died Henry VII. in the 51ft of year of his age, a jt/f 

prince who had the reputation of being valiant, politic, juft, rather ^ 
aiFable, and devout. He was well made, though thin; his 
complexion was florid, and his hair of a fandy colour: he 

9 Muscat. XV. rub. 2 & 3. ** * SpoNDAN.Contin. Bar. 

tom. i. p. 532. Krantz. Sax, lib.ix. c. vij. Macw. Hifl:. 

<ie Firen. lib. ii. 

(Z) He is faid, by fome au- don of diftemp^s; they have 
thors, to have been poifoned by even produced a letter written 
a Dominican, whole name was by his own fon, in which he 
Jdernard PoUtian^ iu adminiUcr- * acquits the monks of all fufpi- 
ing the facramenc, which the cion. Nevertheleft, the difpute 
emperor frequently received, k i^il undecided \ and though it 
Thk monk was fuppofed to is well known that the emperor 
have been hired by his own laboured under an ill flate of 
countrymen the Florentines, to health when he embarked in this 
perpetrate this execrable adion* expedition, it isHkewife certain. 

Several writers have endeavour- that the repiyt of the poifon 
ed to vindicate the order from was generally believed at the 
fuch an afper/;on, and to prove time of his death ( 1 )• 
that Henry died ^ complica- 

£0 Offi,, Epifeop» Trtvir* L if# 

T 4 had 
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had a.fmall defeft in his right ^ye, his nofe and chin were 
Jong, his fpeech was flow, and his ftile concife : hfe had an 
air of majefty, mingled with great complaifatice. Nothing 
gave him fo much pain as to be obliged to treat with his fub- 
jefts. He abhored ihe names of Ciheiincs and Guelphs^ and 
and ijfue. Joved to command as fovereign. In his youth he had, by 
means of the pope’s difpenfation, married Margaret^ daugh- 
ter of John^ duke of Brabant, his own cotifin. By this 
princefs, who died at Genoa, he had prince John, of whom 
mention hath already been made, and four daughters, name- 
ly, Beatrice, wife of Charobert, king of Hungary ; Mary, 
queen of Charles the Fair of France*, Agnes, matched with 
kodolf>hus, count palatine of the Rhine*, and Katherine, mar- 
ried to Leopold, duke of Aujiria, 

CHAP. VII, 


Including the Hifibry of Charles IV. in whofe Reign 
the Cenftitution^ called the Golden Bull, was 
eftablijhed. 

INTERREGNUM. 


pro- 
greji of 
the 'J'eu- 
tonic 
knights. 


B efore we prcKeed to give a detail of what fleps were 
taken to fill the imperial throne, become vacant by the 
death of Henry, it wiil be necclfary to give a retrofpedfive 
view of the tranfa6fions of Lower Germany, and thofe that 
regard the Teutonic oder. The majority ot thefe knights, on 
their return to Germany from the Holy Land, had taken 
arms againft the Ruffians, and other pagans of the north x 
they had made themfelvcs mafters of Samogitia, and but- 
chered all the inhabitants who icfufed to embrace the Chrif- 
tian religion : they had built the town of Konifierg, in 
honour ,uf Lewis IX. their good benefaftor : the city 
of Montreal afterwards owed* its origin to their indnftry ; 
and thc 7 fupported a long and troublefome war againfl 
Seth Wan de Pol, duke of Pomerania. This prince, when 
upon his death bed, declared his eideft fon Mejiewin heir 
to his dominions ; but he was depofed by his younger bro- 
ther WratiJIaus, who governed with fuch infolcnce-and ty- 
I’anny, that the people were in arms, expelled him from the 
duchy, and reflp)red his brother. Wratijlaus, thus exiled, 
had recoiirfc to Conrad, marquis of Brandenburg, whofe af- 
fiftance he procured by promifing to defray thcexpences of 
the war, and leave him in poffcirion of Dantzick, until he 
fhould have obtained full fatisfaftion. On ihcfe conditions 

the 
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Ae marquis took the field, and furprifed both town and cita- 
del ; but underftanding that Meftevjm was fupplied with 
a firong body of forces by his brother -vi daw Bolejlaus^ pala- 
titie of Kalts^ he did not choofe to encounter fuch a power- 
ful enemy j and gave his employer to lyiderftand, that if he 
did not immediately pay his troops, the town muft be aban- 
doned to pillage. In this emergency Wratijlaiis applied to lyar /r- 
the Teutonic knights, refiding at Elbing, offering to fiirieii- mong the 
der his perfon and dominions at diferetion, provided they princes uf 
would expel Me/lewin and the marquis : but their hands Pomcra* 
were then fo full, that they declined embalming in the affiir, 
and Wratijlmis died of grief at their refufal. Mean while 
Meftewin and-his ally befieged and took Dantzich, which the 
palatine kept by way of fecurity until his death ; immedi- 
ately after which Mefinxiin furprifed both city and citadel, 
and drove nut the Poiijb garrifon 

Hertman, count de Helderingcrty grand mafier of the 
Teutonic order, having reprefled the infolence of the Ruffians ^ 
Lithuanians y Samcgitians, and Semigalliy by whofe irrup- 
tions the knights had been greatly harrafled, marched at the 
head of an army towards Dantzick, to avail himfelf of the 
refiion which Wrntijlaus had made in favour of the order. 

Ilefore hofiilities commenced, however, an accommodation 
vi'as cife<n:cd, by the interce/Tion of the pope’s legates, w ho 
were ar that time in Pruffia ; and by an article of the treaty, 
the knights were put in pofTeffion of the town and citadel, 
with all their dep;ndencies. They were afterguards pofieffed 
by PrimiJlaiiSy the nephew and heir of Mejle'win ; and at his 
death the city fell into the hanefs of the marquis of Bran^ 
denburgy though the citadel continued in the power of 
lauSy king of Poland. This fortrefs being befieged by the 
princes oi Brandenburgy who were bent upon making ihem- 
felvcs mafiers of all Pomerania, the Polijh governor implored TheTtKL- 
the aflif lance of the knights, who marching to his relief, tonic or^ 
compelled the enemy to raife.theTiege of the citadel, der makes 
even relinquilh the city itfelf, both which they kept for their acqm* 

own ufe, becaufe the Poles could not pay the fum they . 

manded for their fervice : nay, they afterwards purchafed ^^*^^^*^*^* 
Pomerelia of Waldemary marquis oH Brandenburg, and the 
contraft was performed by the emperor Henry VII. notwith- 
ftanding the oppofition of the king of Polarid, While the 
order Aipported itfclf in Europe againfl: al^its enemies, its 
intereff was ruined in Syria under Conrad dc Feufehawangy 
fheir grand mailer, in whofe time the city of Hera, where 


they 


r Barre, t. vi. p. 403. 
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they had eftabllihed their principal houfe, was taken by th<t 
foltan of E§ypt^ and the knights tliat remained obliged to 
return to Germany *. 

In the petty wars oJ* the north, as the marquifles of Bran* 
denburg were powerful enough to make cither fcalc prcpoui^ 
derate, their alliance Vas courted" by the kings of 
and Poland \ and Eric VIIL q( D enmark, in particular, lived 
in great friendlhip with thefe princes, the duke rf Mecklen^ 
hourg, and the other noblemen of Loiver Saxony, Having 
invited his allies to a tournament at Roftock^ the inhabitants 
of that city, jealous of their liberty, refufed to admit fo ma- 
ny princes within their W’^alls: an affront which his Danifb 
majefty refented fo highly, that he equipped a powerful fleet 
and landed in Wandalia, where he was joined by the duke 
of Mecklenbourg, and the other noblemen, who had jointly 
Roflock fuflained the infult. Then they inverted the city of Rojiock^ 
h( comes and hampered it in fuch a manner, that the people, driven 

the proper • to defpair, murdered their raagiftrates and fubmitted to j5rzV, 
ty of the beftowed it as a proprietary lief upon the duke of Meek- 

by an authentic deed, which was confirmed by 
ec^ en- inhabitants in the mart folemn manner*. 

About this period, the templars who refided in Germany 
1314* were, in confequence of the abolition of their order by pope 
*Tbe tem- Clement at the council of Vienne^ diftributed in diflerent mo- 
plan are uafteries to do penance, with a moderate penfion from the 
revenues of the order; and the lauds and houfes they pof- 
and their fefled in Lorrain were given to the hofpitallej's of iS^. Joha 
ord.r uho- of Jcritfalem, but in the other provinces, their lands were 
hped, refumed by the noblemen tt)*whofe families they originally 
belonged 

7hecompe- The fcw tcmplars who refided in Bavaria and Aujlrh 
tition be- difturbed ; for thefe provinces were otherwife em- 

f^veen ployed ill a war, occafloned by a competition for the guart 
Lewis dianftlip of the children left by Stephn, duke of Bavaria. 
ad^Fre- province foi*merly belonged to Otbo, duke of Lo-wer 
dcric of Bavaria, brother of Stephen, who had been elefted king of 
Auftria, Hungary : but he did not furvive hU brother many months. 


^he compe- 
tition be- 
t<iveen 


nd Fre- province foi*merly belonged to Otho^ duke of Lower 
dcric of Bavaria, brother of Stephen, who had been elefted king of 
Auftria, Hungary : but he did not furvive hU brother many months, 
for the tu- and declared in his laft will, that the tutorage and regency 
forage andoi the dominions belonging to bis nepbews devolved to 
regency of Lewis of Bavaria, now become duke by his death. This 
the chif right was contierted by Frederic, duke of Aujtfia, who, by 
dren of prefents and projaifes, gained ovei* fome of tlie nobletnen of 
Stephen, province to his intpreft ; and notwIthiHudiug the repeated 

IBavaria. ^ ibid. ? Hift. J^an.’t. iii* ^ N’Arrr*!.*® 


» Idem ibid. 
General. 


^ Nauclipr. 


endea- 
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endeavours of the landgrave of Thuringia^ to reconcile rficfc 
two rivals, they were fo exasperated againft each other, that 
f;hcy had recourfc to the decifion of drms, and each com^jpe* 
titor took the field at the head of a formidable army. 

.IThe duke of Bavaria having received advice tlutt the 
body of on their way to join Frederic, had halted 

at Camelfiorf^ five leagues from Mojpurg, detached a pa^t^of 
his beft troops to beat up their quarter^ ; and a battle enfued, 
in which the Anjirians were routed and cut In pieces ; fo 
that Frederic, finding himfelf without refource, was fain to 
fue for peace. Levjis^ exclufive of his private hatred to the 
duke of Jitftria, had another view in continuing the war, 
namely, that of feizing the dominions of the antient houfe of 
Aujiria, to which he had pretenfions : but confidering xh%tThh af- 
the fcheme might interfere with his defign of mounting theA/'' i^ 
imperial throne, which was now vacant, he agreed to hold a com^o- 
congrefs at Saltzbourg, where Wkhard, archbiftiop of that 
fee, and Uenry of Carijithia, afted as arbiters of the peace; 
and an accommodation was effefted, in confequence of Fre* 
dcric\ renouncing all right to the guardianfhip and regency, 
and promifing to reftore the booty and prifocers which he 
had acquired in the courfe of the war 

The diforders and dangers which had already begun to f be difir^ 
interrupt the commerce o{Germaj\y, even in the life-time ofder$ j the 
Henry VII. increafed to fnch a degree aftpr his death, 
certain cities of the Rhine were obliged to enter into an aflb- during the 
elation with the prince palatine Redolphus, duke of Bavaria^ tnterreg- 
who figned an inftrument in hi^ own name, and that of his 
brother Levels, for their mutual feenrity againft highway- 
men, and their proteftors pr relations, who might attempt 
to revenge the death of fuch as fliould fall a facrifice to juft ice, 
by committing outrages on the inhabitants pf the cities 
where they had been executed* This confederacy was formed 
during the interregnum, which continued from the 24th of 
Hugufi, wlicp Henry died, to the i8th pf OFlober in the fol- 
lowing year. All that intermediate time being employed in 
the intrigues pf Frederic, duke of Aujiria, ana Lnvis; duke 
of Bavaria, >vho, though firft coufins, and grandchildren of 
the emperor Rodolphus L now fet up for the thrpne in oppo* 
fition to each other* ^ 

The long vacancy in the empire was owing to kv^Ye\J}ifputn 
concurring caufes. Henry^ duke of Carinibia, difputed with ^beut the 
John of Luxemburg, not only the title of king of Bohemia, 
but the quality of eleftor, which laft was likewiie con- 


« Barre, uhi fupra. 
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tailed between John and Rodolphus^ dukes of Saxony i for 
the number of eleftors was not yfet regulated: and in the 
eteftidns of William of flotland, and Alphonfo of Caftile, two 
princes of the houfe of Brandenburg had given their fufFra^ 
ges ; .nay, two of the Bavarian family had voted for Richard^ 
duke of Cornwall, Some of the princes were of opinion, 
that the right was inherent only in the elder branch of the 
eleftoral houfe ; but this affliir, though often difeufled, was 
never determined till the reign of Charles IV. by the famous 
conftitution called the Golden Bull, 

Germany Exclusive of thefe divifions, Germany groaned under 
is all the miferies of plague and famine, by which whole towns 

•withpejU- were unpeopled, and provinces left in defolation. 1 he rich 
lericc and fled for refuge into other countries, while the poor periftied 
/amine, by hunger or difeafe; the w^olves and other beafls of prey, 
compelled by famine, quitted their favage haunts, and ru/h- 
ing into the villages, deftroyed ail who fell in their way. 
The air was tormented with ftorms and tempefls, the lands 
were deluged with torrents of rain, and catarafts of water 
burfting from the mountains, and fweeping trees, animals, 
and houfes, before them with incredible impetuofity; and 
the earth was convulfed with dreadful Ihocks, that feemed 
to fliake it from the center 

These calamities obliged the princes to fliut themfelves 
up in their caftles ; fo that the eleftion of a king of the Ro^ 
mans was for fome time delayed : but thefe evils were no 
fooner alleviated, than the competitors renewed their .ca- 
bals, and canvafled with equal induftry for the imperial 
throne. At length, howevef,* Peter, archbifliop of Mentz ; 
Frederic, Baldwin, archbiftiop of Triers, who was count of Luxem- 
duke of burg, and brother to the late emperor ; Henry of Virnberg, 

Aullria, archbifhop of Cologn ; John, king of Bohemia, fon of the 
Lewis late emperor j Rodolplms, count palatine of the Rhine, and 
duke of Lewis, duke of Bavaria, his brother; Volmar, marquis of 
Bavaria, Brandenburg*, Rodolphus, duke of fon of Albert ll. 

are compe- Eric, duke of Lower Saxony, aflTcmbled at Frankfort^ 
*tb7it order to deliberate upon the choice of an emperor, when 
rial* a fehiftn happened among the eleftors (A). Thofe of Mentz, 
crown. Triers, Bohemia, and Brandenburg, declared fgr Lewis, duk(j 

* ^ pell. Paldwin. l.iii. 

(A) Various are t^e accounts who feems to have compared 
of this difference among the all the authors who have writ- 
the eledors, in giving a detail ten on this fubjed, and follow- 
of which we have copied Beifs, ed the bed authority. 


of 
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of Bavaria, who was then in the city ; while the archbifhop^.j?fi^ isc- 
of Cologn, the count palatine, and the duke of Saxony, ly 

hered to Frederic, duke of Auftria, ^who had takp up ids 
quarters at Saxenhaufen on* the other fide of the river, 

Lewis immediately fet out for Jix la Chapelk, where he was 
. crowned by the archbiftiop of Mentz\ and the other electors * 
conduced Frederic to Bonn, where he received the crown *3*^’ 
from the eleftor of Cologne ®. After this double coronation, 
thefe two emperors exerted themfelves in gaining over the tl^e field 
imperial cities, and in procuring advantages, each to the pre- ogainft 
judice of the other. Befides thofe we have already men- 
tioned, Lewis had engaged in his party fevcral biftiops and 
counts, particularly thofe of to whom he granted 
fundry privileges. The city of Cologn, although its arch- 
biftiop was of the contrary faftion, together with the towns 
of the Lower Rhine as far as Seitz, efpoufed his caufe. As 
for Frederic he was acknowleged by Seitz, and all the other 
cities of the Higher Rhine, except Berne and Soleure, which 
remained neuter. This difpute, which involved the whole 
country in civil war and confufion, and had like to have rut, 
ined the empire intirely, was maintained in mutual ravages 
for feveral years, until the two rivals gave battle to each 
other, in order to decide the conteft at once. 

While Frederic, fiulhed with pride and ambition, and,^, 
confiding in the power, magazines, and affluence, \yh\(3x tempt to 
he inherited of his father, exerted all his endeavours iooffajjinate 
anticipate and drive his rival from the imperial crown, one Lewii. 
Truchfes of Alzein attempted to aflaffinate Lewis, in hope of 
ingratiating himfelf with the atfke of Avflria by this execra- 
ble affion. With this view he and his accomplices repaired 
to Oppenkeim, where the emperor refided with the archbi- 
fhop of Mcntz\ but Lewis having received notice of their 
defignj took ineafures for their being apprehended. They 
were accordingly taken, tried, jconvifted, broke alive upon 
the wheel, and their quarters expofed in terrorem of all 
tnitors K 

Mean while Leopold of Aujlria, zealous for the glory of Leopold 
his brother aftembled an army, and marched towards Auftria 

Spire, whither Lewis had advanced; but this laft intreuch- 
ing himfelf fo ftrongly that he could not be attacked with any country 
probable hopes of luccefs, Leopold, having riwageJ the coun-'^ S^rc, 
try, took the route of Augsburg, crofted^ the black moun- 
tains, paffed the river Leih, and entering Upper Bavaria, " 

1' 

^ • Strut, per. ix. feft, 5. * Adizreitter. partii. 
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hums furjjrifed and fet fire to Landfperg* Frederic ^ fuppofin^ thai 
Land- theinaftionof Lexuis proceeded from his w’eaknefs, began td 

fperg. look upon him with contempt ; and inflead of purfising the 

advantages he had pined, amufed himfelf at Bajil with the 
ceremony of a douWe^match between him and Elizabeth of 
Arragon^ and between his brother Leopold and Katherine of 
Savoy* 

While he trifled away his time in thefe nuptials, which 
were celebrated with great magnificence, Lewis was em- 
^treat^^ ^ ployed in negotiating a treaty with the Swifs cantons, which 
with the tio be the natural enemies of the Aujtrmn houfe : 

Swifs although part of them had already acknowleged him as 

* emperor, they were very fcrupulous of taking up arms in 
his favour, and before he could remove their objeftions, 
Leopold endeavoured to prevent the alliance. On pretence 
of aflifting the abbot of the hermitage of the virgin Mary^ 
who had excommunicated the Swifs, in confequence of a 
difpute concerning the limits of their territories, headvjinced 
with an army of 20,000 men againll the cantons of Switz, 
Vry, and Undenvald, which were dbnfederatcd for their mu- 
tual defence. As their whole force did not exceed 1600 
men, they had recourfe to the policy of war ; and knowing 
the enemy muft necellarily pals through a narrow defilc> 
they polled part of their troops upon the mountains near 
MorgarteUf from whence they rolled down fuch a quantity 
who de- ^ ^“6® ftoncs upon the Auftrians, thSt great numbers of 
feat the were killed and wounded, and the whole army put in 

Auftrian confufion ; then the Swifs fe}l upon them with great fury, 
army at and drove them out of the canton with terrible flanghter, 
Morgar- .Such exploits of valour were performed by the Swifs upon 
that occafion, and fo much depended upon the fortune of the 
day, that the fight of Morgarten may be compared to the 
battle of Marathon, which afeertained the liberty of Greece ; 
and it certainly gave rife to the Helvetic union ; for the al- 
liance which the three cantons* had made for the term of 
ten years only, was now converted into a perpetual league, 
in which the others occafionally engaged 
A, D. Freperic, in the mean time, befieged EJlinguen on the 
1316. Neckat, and Lewis coming to the relief of the place, with a 
Drawn body of troops which he had received from Bohemia, a battle 
battle was fought With* great obftinacy, until night parted the com- 

f ought bitants; fo that neither fide could claim the viftory : for aJ- 

tween though Lewis fuftained the greateft lofs, his rival was fo 

Lewis jjy the engagement, that he was fain to raife the 

Fredenc, 

« Si.MLER. dc Repub. Helvetic, p. 70. 
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fitge and retire. Thus the two competitors maintained the 
war with various fuccefs, endeavouring to acquire new 
friends, and ftrengthen their different; fad^ions, by favours 
and grants, which both beftowed in quality of emperor. 

In the midft of thi^ contentiem, John XXII. being raifed 
to the papacy, both princes ftro\x to ol?tain his good graces, 
and both were difappointed in their expeftation; for though 
he amufed each party with flattering promifes, he would 
confirm neither, but refolved to take the advantage of their ^Ithe im- 
divifion for extending his own power in the empire, and perial 
ruining the party of the Gibelines in Italy, cro^tt. 

With this view he pubiifticd the conftitutions of pope 
Clement V. in which that pontif declared, that the empire 
is dependent on the Roman church, and rfiat the emperors, 
in receiving the crown, ought to take the oath of allegiance 
to his holinefs. Then he iflued out a bull upon his own^ au- 
thority, annulling the offices of the vicars or lieutenants, 
whom the emperor Henry VII. had appointed in the difler- 
ent cities of Lombardy^ declaring, that as the imperial throne 
was now vacant, the government of the empire belonged to 
the pope alone, as fucceflTor of St, Peter, to whom was 
granted all power on earth as well as in heaven; forbidding 
all perfons, of what rank or quality foever, whether ,1 oyal or 
patriarchal, to aflumc the quality of vkar, or any other of- 
fice or dignity of the empire, without his permiffioii, on pain 
. of perfonal excommunication, and an interdiftion on his lands 
and territories ; and, laflly, nominating Robert, king of Na- 
ples, vicar of the empire in Italy, Not contented wkh thefc 
arbitrary proceedings, he fummoited the two competitors for 
the empire to appear at his tribunal, that he might hear their 
different pleas, and determine to which of' them the empire 
fhould belong. 

The Cibelines, far from being intimidated by his threats, A. D. 
ftill kept pofleflion of their polls and dignities ; and the pope, * 3 1 7- 
incenfed at their contempt of his authority, declared openly Gibe* 
for the Guelphs, and the civil war was renewed iu Italy with 
infinite rancour and animofity. The Gibeiincs efpoufed the 
caufe of Lewis, which was likewifc fupported by Frederic, 
di Arragon, king of *SV«/y ; and the Gvelphs, reinforced hy 
Robert, JiiiTig of Naples, attached themfelves to the intereft F^dc* 
of the duke of Aujlria, Matthew Vijeonti, tb€ moft power- nc. 
fill of all ih^ Gibelines^ made himfclf mailer qf Milan, taking Vifeonti 
to himfelf the quality of prince and lord of that city, for makts 
Lewis of Bavaria, king of the Romans, He reduced Pavia, himfclf 
Novara, Placentia, Alexandria, and fevera! other dries ; and, cf 
notwiihftanding a fentence of excommunication thundered 

out 
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tirwns in out againft him and all his adherents by the pope, he undei*-^ 
Lombar- took the liege of Genoa^ where the Guviphs prevailed, which 
dy, and he maintained, with the affiftance of the families of Doria 
hefieges Spinola, for the Ipace of two years; during which the 

Oenoa. place was feveral times relieved by Robert^ king of Naples^ 
and the joint efforts* of the pope and Florentines^ until the 
army of the befiegers being reduced to an inconfiderable 
number, he was obliged to rellnquilh the enterprize ‘V 
Frederic of Aujiria^ feeing the ftrength ofhis rival daily 
increafmg, began to be apprehenlive of his growing power, 
efpedally as he now prefumed to aft upon theoffenfive, and 
had aftually made an incurfion into Auftria, Thither he 
was followed by Frederic, who obliged him to pafs the river 
//2/z, and the two armies came in fight of each other near 
Muldorf Here the duke of Aujtria, perceiving himfelf in* 
A.D power to his adverfary, propofed that their difference 

Ihould be decided by a combat between fifteen of each fide; 
and his propofal being embraced by Lewis, the champions 
were chofen, and engaged in prefence of both armies with 
fuch fury, that in a very little time there was not one of 
Frederic alive. This was but the prelude to a general aftion, 

which lafted from the morning till the afternoon, when the 
at Muh Aujirians were worfted, and obliged to repafs the river in the 
doif ^ utmoftdiforder; while Leopold, who advanced on the fide of 
the Lech at the head of a body of cuiralfiers, in order to fur- 
round the Bavarians, underftanding his brother’s defeat, » 
and the difperfion of his army, retreated with great expedi* 
tion intq Suabia, where he employed himfelf in making new 
levies. 

Repairs his NOTWITHSTANDING the great lofs which Frederic 
lofs, joins taiued on this occafion, he found means to repair it in a very 
hisbrothsr fliort time, and joined his brother, who was reinforced by 
Leopold, Glric, count de Ferrera (B) and John, bilhop of Strefture^. 

By. 

^ VlLLAN. C. I lO. 

(B) This [ 7 /r/V, count were dead without male ilToe, 

rera, died without male ilTue, and obtained a difpeniation to 
but left two daughters Jamzn^ marry Jan£y with whom hcac- 
; the former was married quired the exienfive county of 
in the ft quel to Albert IL arch* Ferrera, which the houfc of Ju- 
duke of Aufirta, furnaroed the firia continued to poiTcfs till 
^age, or the Lank*. This prince the peace of Munfter\ for Urfuta 
being bilhop of Fojfaw, repre- ceded all her rights in cohfidet- 
fented to the pope, that his four ation of 8000 marks of filver. 
brothers, archdukes of Aujlria, Thus Alface gave a wife to the 

arch* 
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By this Junihife the archdukes were in a condition to afjpcar compels th^ 
again in the field againft Lewis, though fupported by the Bavarians 
archbilhops of Mentz and Triers, andahe king of Bohemia,*^ 

While they faced one another on different fides of the Brnfch 
In lo^er Alfate, Leviis fent a trumpc{, to defy Frederic to 
battle, in confequence of which defiance, this lafi iiumedi- 
ately quitted his intrenchments, drew up his army in order 
of battle, and even pafied the river in order to attack the 
enemy, with fuch refolntion, as ftruck a panic into the Ba-- 
varians, Who retreated with great precipitation, and were 
purfued for three days, until they took fhelter under the 
ramparts of Haguenau. 

Next year Frederic and Leopold went in queft of Lewis, A, D. 
into his own country of Bav§ria and he not being in a con- i ; 20. 
dition to oppofe them in the field, betook himfelf to hisandra^ 
ftrong places, leaving the open country a prey to his enemies, ^agees 
who lived at diferetion, and ravaged it for a confiderable Bavaria, 
time K 

In a litile time after the Bavarian was freed from thefe P°P^ 
troublefome guefts, he fent a body of horfe to the ailiftance 
of the Gibelines in Italy, and the pope perceiving the affairs 
of th^Guelphs upon the decline, invited Philip de Valois, ne- 
phew to the king of France^ to come to their affiftance, in 
which cafe he would declare him general of the holy fee, 

Philip accepted of the dignity, and began his march into 
Italy, at the head of a number of French volunteers, on the 
promife of being joined at Aft by cardinal Paget with 800 
horfe, and of receiving reinforcements from the king of Na* 
pies, and the cities of Bologna, Blenna, and Florence. Buinjoho makes 
this expedition was ruined by his inexperience and precipita- a Jhameful 
tion ; for advancing to Mortaro, in his way to Vercelii, with retreat in^ 
1 500 horfe only, he was cut off from the reft of his army by 
Galeazo Vifeonti, and obliged to follicit a conference, in which * 3 ^ * • 
Jie agreed to relinquifh his enterprize, and a<ftually returned 
to France with difgrace. 

The pope, baffled in his hopes from this quarter, had rc- 
courfe to Frederic of Auftria, whofe eleftion he promifed to 
confirm, provided he would deliver Italy from the tyranny 
of the Vifeontis 5 and this pripce detached his brother prince 

* Barre, tom. vi. p. 4i| 7. 

archduke Afierrt, who conti- tind by the death of the other 
nued the line of the hoofe of fon* of Albert, king of the Ro- 
Auftria, when it wasalmoft ex- mans (i). 

(\) Cufpin, Avjir. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXIX. IT Henry 
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Frederic Henry with :ioo horfe to the afliftance of the Guelphs; for by 
0/ Au- this lime John XXII. had publiflicd a crufade againft the 
ftria ahan- Cibchnes, Matthew Vifeonti, how’ever, who was equally 
dons the politic and brave, fotind means, by artful remonftrances, to 
Guclphs. convince the duke of Jtijlria, that he afted contrary to bis 
own inrerefl in fupporting the Giielphs^ who were the de- 
clared enemies of the empire, againft ihaCibelineSi who had 
. always been its unftiaken adherents. To thefe repi*efeara- 
tions he added fome valuable prefents ; in confequence of 
which Frederic recalled his brother, on pretence that the 
Gticlphs had ref u fed to put him in poffeffion of Brejda 
Henry, on his return, joined his brother Frederic^ who 
had made a fecond irruption into Bavaria, and acquired a 
confiderable booty, with which he might have retired before 
the arrival of Lewis, who was employed in aflembling all the 
forces he could bring together ; but difdaining, perhaps, to 
make a retreat, which might be conftrued into the of 
fear, he, though inferior in number, refolved to remain in 
Bavaria, and cantoned himfelf between the Ifcr and the Im, 
where he received a reinforcement from the Aujirian nobility : 
but he was not yet joined by his hxo'Ctxtx Leopold. 

Lewis, whofe army amounted to 30,000 efFeftive men, 
under the different commands t)f the king of Bohemia, the 
burgrave of Nuremberg, and other experienced chiefs, paf- 
fed the Inn and encamped near Frederic, in the plain of Ve- 
A. D. chivis, between Muldorf and Oettingen (C), They engaged, 
1322. upon St. Michael'^ day, and fought with great obftinacy, till 
4 battle at laft Frederic, having obliged his enemies to give ground, 
is fought began to congratulate himfelf upon the vi(Story, when an 
. experienced officer, belonging to the Bavarian fide, found 
V echivis. fugitives, and bring them back to the 

charge with redoubled fury (D) ; fo that their firfi: giving 

way 


^ Rainald. ad ann. 1220. 


(C) While they lay fronting 
each other, Le*vois fent an he- 
rald to tell Henry that in three 
days he would give him battle : 
an intimation which was foa- 
grecabJc to tht Aujirian, that he 
prefented the xneftengcr w’ith a 
curious fword. On the eve of 
the battle he detached an Hun- 


garian captain to reconnoitre 
the enemy, and bring an ac- 
count of their numbers, and 
this officer brought him word, 
that there was enough to kill, 
enough to be taken, and enough lo 
run aii^/y [i], 

(D) The name of this cap - 
tain was Seyjrid ^ch*welpertnan. 


( 1 ) And, Ttrjh.t^ p, fr, ix- jcH. 5* 

Afttl 
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way feemed no other i;han a feint to diforder the enemy. By 
this very circumllance Lewis gained the battle. The firlt 
prifoiier that was brought to him was/r^di?nc’s brother, duke 
Henry ^ dangeroufly wounded ; then the burgrave of Nurem- 
herg prefented to him Frederic himfelf, who, after having 
fought with amazing valour, and killld fifty men with his 
own hand, had furrcndcred when he found himfelf abandon- 
ed by ail his troops *. The duke of Lor rain was likewlfc 
taken prifoner on this occafion. Lewis ordered the purfuit 
to be flopped, and fent Frederic prifoner to the caftle of franf* 
nitz, where he remained in confinement for three years®. 

Mean while duke advanced by long marches with Leopold 

a body of troops from Suabia^ but, hearing of the defeat continues 
and captivity of his brot|jjers, he retreated in a great hurry 
to his own fiefs on the frontiers of Swijj'erlandy and derived 
fufficient time to intrench himfelf on the mountains, from an 
accident that happened to Lewis, who was taken ill and ^ ‘ 
fell from his horfe, while he was in purfuit. Though dif- 
abled for the prefent by this misfortune, he detached Albert 
Humelion de Lechtcnhiirg, in quality of landvoft of Alface, 
many places of which province fubmitted to the conqueror. 
Neverthelefs, Leopold made Ihift to continue the war in that 
country, where many fevei-e fkirmifhes were fought with va- 
rious fuccefs. He likewife follicited the pope and the king of 
France to employ their credit for the enlargement of his 
brothers ; but all that he could obtain was the liberty of 
Henry, who did not long furvive his releafe : as for the duke 
of Lor rain, he was, at the defire of Charles the Fair, difmified, 
after having taken an oath, importing, that he would never 
more engage in the caiife of the Aujlrian princes. 

Leopold, thus difappoiuted In the hopes he had conedv- Eftdea- 
cd from his arms, as well as from his neighbours, attempt- •vours te 
ed to excite a revolt among the Bohemians, againft their king excite a 
John, who was his declared enemy. That kingdom was full 

• 

* Rebd. ad ann. 1322. Avewt. ann. Boior. 1 . 

vii. p. 605, 606, 607. ViLtAN. c. 174, Rebuorf. in aun. 
Onuphr. in Chron. Surit. Indie. 1 , ii. 

After the battle, while Lewis which Lewis ordered one to be 
and his officer^ fat at table, the given to each guefl:, and a cou- 
lleward told his imperial inajcf- pie to Scljwefperman ; adding, 
ty that there was nothing for “ If I lie inamy own camp to^ 
dinner but eggs, and of thefe “ night, it will be intirely ovv- 
but a fmall number; upon ing to (l)/’ 

(x) Avtnt^ an, Beior* liU. vii. f, 607, 

U Z P/ of 
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againft of maIccoDtents, including not only thofe who were dilgufted 

John^/«^ at the weaknefs, floth, and debauchery of their prince, but 
^ Bohe alfo fuch as adhered to the party of Henry Lippa, a faftious 
jnia ; iofolent minifter, who, for his maladminiftration, had been 
baniflied, returned, raifed difturbances, and been imprifoned 
in the fortrefs of Prague. His partifans, who were both nu- 
merous and powerful, had written a letter' to the king, de- 
manding his releafc, and threatening, in cafe of a refufa), to 
deftroy the country with fire and fword. Leopold feized the 
opportunity of marching with his troops to the frontiers, 
and, in all probability, might have wrefted the crown from 
the legal polleflTor, who was very ill beloved, and worfe obey- 
ed, by his fubjeds. But the fcheme was fruftrated by a 
reinforcement which John received from the archbifhops of 
Triers and Mentz^ who headed their troops in perfon, and 
cfFefted an accommodation between the king and the difeon- 
tented nobility. Lippa was fet at liberty, in confequence of 
this agreement ; yet he feized the firft opportunity of 
abfence to re-embroil the ftate, by means of fomenting a 
jealoufy between the queen-dowager and reigning princefs : 
nay, when the king returned to his own dominions, this in- 
defatigable incendiary alienated his afFeftion from his wife, 
by polleffing him with a notion that fhe was privately engaged 
forming cabals to dethrone her hulband, andraife her fon 
to ex ^ to the throne. The king, alarmed at thefe falfe infinuations, 
change his fent the young prince to be educated in France^ at the court 
cro^nfor of Charles the Fair, and, terrified at the thoughts of a rebel- 
the Palati- Bohemia, refolved to exchange his crown for the 

latinate of the Rhine, which was by this time in the handa 
of the emperor 

Lewis ac- For all the princes of the empire, who had favoured the 
kno^hged party of Frederic, feeing him totally ruined by this overthrow,, 
as la<wful reconciled themfelves with Lewis, and owned him for legiti- 
emperor. emperor, and thofe that fcrupled to fubmit voluntarily, 

He exbeils compelled by force. But his chief refentment was ex- 

kis own pi*cfied againft Rodolphus count Palatine, his own brother, 
brother, who had favoured the cleftion of Frederic, and afterwards 
nuho flies fupported his faftion. He was driven from his territories, 
into Eng. and obliged to retire with his family into England, where he 
land. died in extreme poverty. 

Lkw IS, who feized upon his territories, alTented to the 
propofal made by the king of Bohemia, and ordered an aft of 
exchange to be €&pedited, by which he obliged himfelf to 
guarantee the Palatinate to John of Luxemburg and his heirs. 


Ducrarv. Hill. Boem. 1 . xx. 


This 
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This deed was no fooner known than it filled all Bohemia 
with alarm ; the eftates of the kingdom aflembled, and de- 
clared the exchange void and injurmus to the nation r nay, fo' 
much were they incenfed againft john^ that they refolved to 
fhake off the yoke of the houfe of LuxAnburg^ and proceed 
to the eleftion of a new fovereign. In this dilemma, John 
had recourfe to the emperor, who repaired to Prague in per- . 
fon, and having inefFeftually ufed all his endeavours to re- 
concile the (fates to the exchange, he cancelled the original of 

a£l, and the Bohemians, pacified by this facrifice, took a new exchange 
oath of allegiance to their king, whom they promifai to 
port againft all his enemies 

These civil commotions being appeafed, Levjis convoked 
diet at in order to deliberate upon meafures for 1222! 

fecuring the tranquility of the empire ; and in this aflembly, Proceed^ 
among other wholefome regulations, a ftatuie was tm&tA ifTgs of the 
againft who, in a clandeftine manner, (hould obtain 

the reverfions of benefices from the church of Ronie ; a praftice remberg. 
which had been (hamefully abufed by pope John XXII. to 
whom the noblemen, vefted with the right of prefentation, 
had often complained, without having received the leaft re- 
drefs. His holinefs was extremely chagrined at this new law, 
which ferved to augment the rancour of his Hatred againft 
Leivis ; though he would not venture to complain aloud , 

, becaufe he knew the nobility and clergy were refolved to 
fupport the edift P. 

AvTEii the death of Rodolj^hus, his children were recalled, 
and thcirinhferitance reftored ; though Leivis rendered the elec- 
toral dignity alternative between his family and theirs, on con- 
dition that they (hould be the firft to enjoy it. He likewife, 
with the confent of the dates and princes of the empire, unit- 
ed to his fomily the marquifatc of Brandenburg, vacant by 
the death of IValdemar 11 . and John IV. who was the laft 
marquis of Brandenburg of thj pofterity of Otho I. count of 
Anhalt (E). 

Besides 


• Hift. Luxemb. 1 . xlviii. 

(£} During the conteft be* 
tween Le*wii and Frederic, WaU 
demar II.. eleftor and marquis 
of Brandenburg, having no chil- 
dren, fet out privately for the 
Holy Land, in th^ habit of a 
pilgrim, after having put his 
bn^er John in poffeiUon of his 


V Barrs, tom. vi. p. 470. 

dominions. John dying in lefs 
than a month after his depar- 
ture, the empbror beftowed the 
electorate upon his own fon 
Lenuis of Bantaria, as a vacant 
fief reverted to the empire. The 
dukes of Saxony and the princes 
of Anhalt i as branches of the 
U I antieal 
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^*Beijcdb« tljcfeacquifitions, AW/, by efpouling 
ri^,<laugh«(q: of U^imm couot of Hdnatdt and^ fiQBixnd, s^tj^ 
tabbed to the houfe oi^Bavatia thof<^ two coun^ie$^ ti^til^f 
wtth FrMzland ^ad ^ealand^ Which it preferyed duri^ the 
l^fejpart <rf a centuqr j aiid he hiigh^ iSkewift mad^ 
himielf oudler of other rich domains^ had 
Ro^tphuSf cultiirated the popes, fo as to render them propi- 
tiohs to bis defigns ; but he had the misfbrtnu^ to ever at 
variance with the fee of Rome, in fupporting the rights qf his 
crown, and the canonicity of his deffion. 

En^a^ Having now nothing to apprehend in Germany, he 
njpursio folvcd to employ his whole attention in ftrivjng to appeafe 
pope John XXIL,for by this time Galedzo Vifeonit, who fuc^ 
^XIl cecded to the command of the Gibelines, at his father’s deaths 
njobopub- expejied from Milan by the Guelphs, and ]the chiefs 

iifiesabull^ thc cmperor’s party at Verona and Mantua had'done ho- 
^Z^inft the pope, and received abfolution from the hands of 

im, the legatOi cardinal Bertrand de Paget. To this prelate, 
who refided at Placentia, the emperor Ant fomc^fficers to 
defire a ceffation of arms might be granted to the Gihellnes ; 
bVt the cardinal treating them with infolcnce and contempt, 
thc^ repaired feparatcly to Lucca, Pq/lora, Mantua, and r<?* 
where they tampered fo fuccefsfully viith the inhabit- 
ants, that all the GibeHnes of thefe cities united tinder the 
coifdnft of count Bertholdi, and marching to Milan, made 
themfclves mafters of that city, almoft without refiflance* 
fhe/ubp The pope, incenfed at this tranfaftion, refolvcd to pro^ 
Jtana of cepd againft Lewis without further referve, an^ forthwith 
the bull publiflied a monitory, in which he declared, that the imperial 
dignity commenced a fief of thc holy fee that very day on 
which the empire was by the Romans transferred fro^ the 
Creeks to the French, in the perfon of Charleynagne ; becanfe 
at that time it was decreed, that the elcftipn of emefitpr 
fKould never take place until after it fliould be approved and 
confirmed by thc pope, who was the Athcr and prince of all 
Chrifleiidom. He added, that, when the empire was vacant 
by death or otherwife, it belonged to the pope alone to pro- 
vide another, and to jake cafe of the adminulration 

ancient of Bfand^burg^ the (latcs, they entered a folemi 

remonftraicd agiinft this alicua- prodslf agarnft the ‘IhVialiimt, 

tion, erpecially wis no which 'was 

awnnt of Waldemistrh death : yOhwgXVit//, 

bit thefe repr^fedtafeOiJS having ^ fitf at the eeitmony fiiy/ 

Mpoft thd emperor or ' 


‘ 1 ^ A 




the l^fei^giijOtii J atiil evdi i^C'the 
t^jftei compctiWfi; 'Ws’ hair JKl 

foJe'|k>W6f the dHpiite-, ilntf tb^iEAaA ^Ife ba^ 

lity of piibtb'to wh6m he (hall haYe adjiid^d'the ^mp|ife, 
in (jnalitjr rf Viceroy or lieutenant of Him, who 
of heaven ahd earth ; for, as the foul commands and goV^r^, 
and the bbdy ii bound to obejr its orders, fo thofetlfit^, 
which are frail and pcriftiable in Chriftianity, ought 
fubj^ft to thofe that are cclcftial and eternal 5 thsit the pib- 
phane Ihould befubjefted to the holy, and thecorp^oreai to the , 
fpiritual; a regulation that will take place when the popei by 
his own authority, fhall difpofe of both dignities, when the 
church rtiati prevail, and the empire and all other powers 
humble themfelves before her, and fnbmit to her lawi. l|e 
therefore concluded, that as the princes of Germany had been 
divided ever fince the death of Henry VIL and elefted twib 
princes, each of them pretending to the crown, he alone had 
the right tO decide the conteft, and, in the mean time, to go- 
vern the empire 5 and as Lewis had encroached upon 
rights, he Commanded him, by virtue of that power which hb 
derived frOttl heavCn, to lay afide the imperial dignity, and 
defift froni exerctfing. the funftions of an emperor^ without* 
pretending td refume them, until he fliould have' obtained 
the exprefs permiffion of his holinefs ; who^ in , the mean 
time, laid ihjunftions upon all patriarchs, btlhops, pri6ftS| 

* nobles, ’and commons, to abandon sind withdraw tfidr obe- 
dience frdni the ufurper s. ^ ’ 

iTtttsbull Was ho fooner published, than the emperor aP empe- 
frmbled all the learned men of Germany, both of the clfergy /ri- 
and lafry, to examine, and give their opinions cf that tefts 
formahcc. They accordingly concluded, that it was againfl the 

unfeafonable^GOUtrary to the Chriftian religion, and that he ^«^4 
obght to call a general council. The emperor follOWcd;*^^*^^ 
this ;|idviCe 5 and, having protefted againft the bull, which 
h^^nfwered article by article, ^reproaching the pope himffelf^J'/yr^ ^ 
ari'favbui’er'bf hCrdy, fmee he endeavoured to abollfli thc j[)\ 
fo^ereign 'power of princes, which was eftabliftied by God 5 1^24, 

hblSgtilfied his %p^eat with all the requifite formalities. He 
feat envoys to Ahignon, with this vindication of himfelf, and 
his holmefs would (iifp^d his ccnjjares until 
cb^Mre^W^thc adylpeof,.tl|C princes .of the empire \ but 
cbu|4ctoj^^^ tu^o wnths, 

af monitory^ cpm- 

plaining that Lewis had made no ufe of this indulgence, and 


« Avunt. afm»^BOi0K Ifc ftq. ^ ^ 

^ U 4 declaring 
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declaring that he would proceed to publilh the lentence of 
excommunication pronounced againft him, if he would not, 
within the ^erm of three months, refign the title of king of 
the Romans^ and withdi-aw his prote£lion from the Vifcmitis 
and other enemies of the churth 

He difre^ Le wxs was too jealous of the independency of his crown, 
gards the iq fwayed by this remonftrance ; and the pope’s menaces 
fopes m . fgemed the lefs terrible, as the Vifeontis had juft defeated the 
^rts 'the* church, and carried the general prifoner to Mi- 

CjIb^Hnes incident, in confequence of which his holinefs rc- 

in Italy, newed the cenfures againft that fiimlly, and even caufed a 
new crufade to be preach, d againft them and all their ad-^ 
hcrents. The emperor, therefore, refolving to pay no far- 
ther regard to che church ol Rome, appointed vicars in Italy ^ 
and reinforced ihit Gibelines in fuch a manner, that they gain- 
ed feverai advantages over their enemies, while in Germany 
he exerted his endeavours to reduce Leopold of Avjiria, who 
ftill rcfufed.,to acknowlege his authority, or furrendcr the 
imperial ornaments, which he kept in the ftrong caftle of 
Befieges Biirgaw in Alface, Thisfortrefs was accordingly inveftedby 
Burgaw in the imperial troops, who had made fonie progrefs in the ftege, 
Aliacv. wlicn Leopold, marching to its relief, defeated the rear of the 
Bavarians, and compelled them to abandon the enter- 
prize \ 

T ME three months preferibed by pope John being elapfed, 
he proceeded to the excommunication of Lewis, which was 
no fooner known in the empire, than the princes and ftates 
aflcmbled at Ratijhon, where the emperor was requefted to 
take care that the imperial dignity fliould not be trampled 
npon, nor the Germanic liberty reduced to bondage. There 
alfo it was decreed, that the proceedings of the pope Jfhould 
be deemed abufive and void, and that all thofe who paid the 
Icaft regard to his bulls, fhould be punilhed as periurbators of 
the public peace, and enemies of the empire^. 

At this allembly Lewis, in a diftinft apology, juftified 
every part of his own conduft, and produced thirty-fix arti- 
cles, in confequence of which, he affirmed that the pope 
ought to be depofed ; and again appealed to a general coun- 
cil, defiring that it might be convoked, with all convenient 
fpeed, in a place of fafety ^ (F). . This 

* Raimalp. n.^. 12. • Nicol, Buro. p, 89, * A- 

VENT. ubi fup. Kramtz. I. ix. c. 14, Ric. He ru art. contra 
$zov. Baluz. vit. Pap. Aventin, tom. ii. p. 278. 

fF) In order to combat the ed the pens of Marjiliusof Pa* 
pope’s authority, employ- 4'ua J^hn of Qhent, two 

famous 
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This ftep being taken, he publiflied the holding of tour- Lewis . 
naments at Fran^ort and Nuremberg^ where there was a holds tout* 
vaft concomfe of noblemen and kni^lfts, a great number oi^aments. 
whom he, by his liberality, engaged m his intaeft, and many 
private treaties were made, by which they bound themfelves 
to fupply him with troops, to fruftrate the efforts of the 
houfe of Auftria^ But this expedient proving ineffedfual, he 
had recourfe to the princes of the empire, and a confederacy a. D. 
was formed in his favour by the king of Bohemia^ the arch- 1325. 
bhhop of Triers, Ferry duke of Lorrain, and Edward count Forms tin 
de Barr, who engaged to fnrnifh a certain proportion oiconfedera* 
troops, to be maintained at their own expence ; and eacho;^ 
prince obliged himfelf to head his forces in perfon. In 
confequence of this treaty, which was concluded at Ree- 
nich upon the Mofelle, the city of Metz was befieged, and 
in a little time furrendered upon capitulation, the articles of 
which were very unfavourable to the inhabitants, who bought 
their pardon with a very large fum of money*. • Againft this 
powerful affociation the pope refolved to raife a competitor 
that Ihould be able to difpute the empire with Lewis, and 
aftually negotiated with Leopold of Auftria, and fome other 
German princes, for elefting Charles the Fair king of the 
Romans. Frederic of Aujlria promifed to refign his preten* 
lions in favour of the French monzreh ; the king of Bohemia, 
the eleftors of Saxony, Cologn, and Mentz, being tampered 
with, feemed willing to concur in any feheme that would re- 
ftore peace to the empire ; and Leopold, miftaking this fa- 
vourable difpofition for a fixed ^efolution,' defired the pope An inter* 
would give Charles to underftand, that it would be neceffary view pro* 
for him to have a perfonal conference with the German p 4 ^dhe* 
princes. Bar fur Aube was the place pitched upon for this ^he 
interview, and thither did Charles repair with a magnificent 
equipage ; but the German princes, who had given no po- 
fitive promife, would not quit their own dominions ; fo that 
Leopold was the only perfon* who waited upon the king of 
France, and that monarch was fo chagrined at the difappoint- Bar fur 
ment, that he quitted the purfuit, and left Lewis and the Aube, 
pope to battle each other Leopold, notwithftanding this 

* Hift. Luxemb. c. 48. y Villan. 1 . ix. c. 268. 

famous doctors, and fchifmatic tor of the canons, author ofdif- 
Cordeliers, who, in the empe- cord, perturbator of the empire, 

Tofs name, wrote a number of and a prevaricator of the laws, 
defamatory libels againft fehn who defpifed the poverty of Je- 
XXII. (tiling him an unjuit per- fus Chrifi and his facraments 
fecucor of the innocent, a de- (3)« 
firbyer of the holy fee, a viola- 

(3} Villon t lih. iXt r, 265. 


mifcarriagCi^ 
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mifcarriage, would not abandon his enterprize ; but afTembiing 
all the princes who oppofed Lewis at Rens near Coblent Zy 
where " the pope’s nuncios and the envoys of France were 
prefent, he propofed that, in order- to qpiet the troubles of 
Germany y Charles the^ Fair Ihould be clefted emperor. I'his 
propofal was ftrenuoufly oppofed by Berthold de Bticheck, 
commander of the Teutonic order, and afterwards bifliop of 
Strafburg ; and the French envoys declared their mafter 
would never confent to wear a crown which belonged to 
Leopold Lewis of Bavaria This fucceflion of difappointments, 
obliged Leopold at laft to iiflen to the advice of his friends, 
jends the exhorted him to defift from all oppofltion, and furren- 
Lewis the imperial ornaments : he accordingly fent to 
7 o Lewis. lance, fword, and crown, of Charlemagne, to- 

gether with the other enfigns of royalty, in expeftation of 
feeing his brother Frederic releafed. Lewis received thefc 
fymbols with great indifference, and flill refufed to fet the 
duke of Aujlria at liberty, until he found his conduft was 
blamed ex^en by his own adherents. 

Lijlens to The archbifhop of MentZy fliocked at fiich violent pro- 
the advice ceeditigs, which intailed mifery and devaftation on the em- 
oj the pire, begged the emperor to confider, that Germany had 
archlijhop never been fo much united within itfelf, but that the popes, 
^Mcntzjby their intrigues, had found means to difturb its repofe ; 

and obferved that the moft faliitary meafurche could take in 
the prefent conjufture, would be to make an accommodation 
with bis enemies, and efpccially with the princes of Aujlria. 
and makes l^^"^ confequence of this advice, pfopofals of peace were made 
ptace ^j^ith to Frederic, who was, by this time, heartily tired of his con- 
tbe princes finemcnt ; and it was agreed between them, that Frederic 
«?/ AuHria. fliould be fet at liberty, on condition of his renouncing all 
claim and title to the imperial dignity during the life of 
Lewis, This treaty being afterwards executed, the two 
princes met at Mourpach, where they were perfonally recon- 
ciled to each other a, and Frederic, as a proof of his fincerity, 
promifed, by an authentic deed, that the princes of the houfe 
of Aujlria fliould never pretend to the imperial crown, when 
any prince of Bavaria fliould be competitor (G). 

There 

* Gerhard, -de Rev. J. iii, » Vit.LAN. 1 ib. ix, c. 294., 
315. Uervart. contra Bzov. Hacfem. degeft. Pont. LeOdicn, 
1 . ii c. 10. AvE^ftr. ann. Boior. 1 . vii. p. 614. Krantz. 1 . 
ix. c. 14. 

(G) This condition, though and other writers, feems contra- 
mentioned by A'VcjitinHs, Uetfs, diClory to thc*te«ns of the trea- 
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There was no great likelihood, however, that the arti- 
cles of this accommodation would be inviolably obferved ; 
for the pope abfolved Frederic from his, oath, as an obligation 
laid upon him by compulfion, while he remained in captivi- 
ty, and even promifed to confirm his eledlion. Frederic \nm* 
felf and his brother feemed to confider fhe treaty in the fame 
light, and waited only for a convenient opportunity of 
ing openly againft the emperor. But, before the neceflary 
preparations could be made, Leopold was feized with a fev^er, 
of which he died in Mface ; and with him expired the hopes 
of Frederic^ whofe perfonal a6tivity was deftroyed by a mala- 
dy which he had contrafted in prifon. Befides, he was 
greatly embarraffed by the pretenfions of his brother Otho^^ 
who claimed an equal fliare of the fuccefiion of Leopold ; tlio’ 
this difpute was afterwards referred to the decifion of John 
king of Bohemia 

By this peace Lewis found himfelf at leifure to mind* the L incited 
affairs of Italy ^ to which he was refolved to apply himfelf in 
earneft, not only with a view of being crowneefat Romc^ but 
alfo to fortify the party of the Gibelines againfl: the pope ®chnes. 
and the king of Naples, who, for the relief of Florence, 
which was befieged by Cajlruccio in the name of the emperor, 
had fet on foot a confiderable army, almoft wholly compofed 
of French and Cafeons, The Gibelines, far from being dif- 
couraged at the fulminations of the pope againfl: Lewis, were 
rather animated by them to maintain their party againfl the 
Guelphs, whofe chief and patron was king Robert, Befides, 
the Romans had driven the creatures of the pope out of the 
city, and jfignified to his holinefs • that, if he would not come 
and refide at Rome, they would take care of their own affairs. 

It was on account of his refufing to fatisfy them in this parti- 
cular, that they prefled the emperor to come and receive the 
crown at Rome, 

Lewis, finding the conjunfture favourable, convoked a A.D. 
dierat ^pirc, where the prijices and ftates of the empire *3*7* 

Anon. Leopiens, ad ann. 1327. 

ty, the frft articles of which im- ** of the emperor Lrnvis, he 
port, ** That duke F/Yc/mV fhaJl ‘‘ flaould not afpire to the em- 
lenounce bis claim to the pire ; apd tiijic, if ever the* 

** empire ; that he (hall deliver “ pope Ihould him to 

ny io Le*wis the title of his renew hiswclaiir , ‘ u fliould 
efeflion, if it could be called notiiearkei^ to his follicita- 
a title ; that, during the life tions (4).’* 

ILthd^rf^ ' ad'ann, 1322. 


grnnted^ 
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Sets out granted to him the troops and fupplies neceflary for his eJt-* 
Jor that pedition. In the beginning of the next year therefore, he 
country ; fet out for Itafy^ and at his arrival at Trent ^ he was met by 
ciiiefs of his party, the deputies of the towns, and the 
at Milan, enemies of the pope, who received him as the deliverer whom 
they had fo long and eagerly expected c. 

Here he convoked a diet, at which w^ere prefent Cav de 
VEfcala^ Pajfarini^ Vifeonti^ Gui de Tarlata^ bilhop of Arez^ 
zo, deputies from Cqftruccio, and Frederic king of Sicily, toge- 
ther with other chiefs of the Gibelines, and a crowd of fehif- 
matic Fr and/ cans, with whom Lewis was always furround- 
ed. In this aflembly the emperor took an oath to go to 
Italy, from whence he would never return until he fliould 
have received the imperial crown at Rome ; and here he or- 
dered the pope to be excommunicated as an heretic, unwor- 
thy of filling the pontifical throne 

Great com- From thence he repaired to Milan with the emprefs- 
motions qpcen, where he was crowned king of Italy by the bifhop 
among the of Arezzo, as the archbilhop of Milan refided in Genoa, and 
Guelphs refufed to perform the ceremony, onpietenceof the empe- 
and Gibe- ror’s being excommunicated. The arrival of Lewis in Italy 
lines. pm; tjie faftions of the Guelphs and Gihclines in great commo- 
tion ; the Guelphs fent envoy after envoy to prefs the king 
of Naples to march to the relief of Tufeany, ftome was 
divided between the partizans of Lewis and the pope’s adhe- 
rents, and there was a third party that refufed to diolarc 
ihemfelves for either, until the imperial faffion having gain- 
ed the afcendency, compelled them to rclinquilh their neu- 
trality, and fide with Lewis* Thus reinforced, they elefted 
Sciarra Colonna captain of the people, and fent ambafiadors 
to Avignon, to fummon the pope to come and refide at Rome, 
otherwife they would receive Lewis of Bavaria as their fove- 
reign. His holiiiefs was follicited to the fiime efFeft by the king 
of Naples, as fenator of Rome but he did not think proper to 
trufthimfelf in a city where he had fuch powerful adverfaries ; 
he contented himfelf with exhorting the Romans to preferve 
their fidelity to their pontiff, and (hut their gates againft 
Lewis, whom he reprefented' as an enemy to God and man,* 
At the fame time he direfted his legate John dUrfmi, who 
fefided at Florence, to publifh new bulls againft the emperor, 
^d, by his perfonal prefence, to keep tHe peace at Roine, In 
obedience to this 6rder the legate advanced towards that city, 
in hope of effedling a reconciliation between the Romans and 

^ Idem ibid. ** CoRio, pk 459# • Avent. ubi 

fup. Id. ibid. Spondan. Contin. Sarre. tOJtt. i. p. 589. 

Robert 
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Robert king of Naples^ who had lately attempted to intro- 
duce his brother the prince of Morea^ at the head of a thou- 
fand horfe, to fupport the faftion of the nobles. As the 
people (hut their gates againft this body of troops, the prince 
ravaged the territory of Viterbo^ and fome Genoefe gallics in 
the fervice of Robert furprized the port «f OJiia ; fo that the 
Romans^ being extremely incenfed againft his Neapolitan ma- 
jefty, would liften to no terms of accommodation. The le- 
gate, finding he could make no progrefs in the way of nego- 
tiation, joined the prince oiMorea, who, entering the city by 
furprize, took poffefiion of the church and quarter of St. Pe- Tbe prince 
tetf and cut in pieces all thofe who oppofed his arms. Next 
morning, however, the people ran to arms, founded 
alarm, ajfembled at the Capitol^ from whence they marched to 
the gate pofiefTcd by the Neapolitans y which they attacked 
with fuch fury, that, after an obftinate and bloody difpute, ^ 
the prince and legate were obliged to abandon the city in the 
utmoft diforder, and retreat for fhelter to OJiia. 

These traiifaftions were very favourable to the emperor, A. D. 
who, having quitted Milauy held a diet at the caftle of Orzi, *32®* 
in tht Bre/cian ; then he advanced into from whence 

he fent ambafiadors to prepare for his reception at Pifa ,; but 
the inhabitants of that city refufing to receive him, becaufe^* 
he lay under the fentence of excommunication, he befieged 
the town, which he compelled to furreqder at diferetion ; 

^ then he entered in triumph, extorted a very large fum of 
money from the citizens, and, during his abode in this place, 
renewed the fentence which ^the emperor Henry VII. had 
pronounced againft Robert king of Naples^ as a rebellious 
fubjeft of the empire On the other hand, the pope pub- 
liftied a new bull of excommunication and privation againft 
Lewis y and forbad all perfons, of whr t quality foever, under 
the moft: fevere penalties, to furnifti him with the means of 
fubfiftcnce. Notwithftanding this prohibition, the emperor Marches 
began his march from Pijay along the coaft, towards Romey ttrwards 
without meeting with the leaft oppofition from the king of Rome ; 
Naplesy who, fuppofing that the intention of Lewis was to 
invade his kingdom, and aft in cctfijunftion with Peter king 
of Sicily y retired, in order to defend his own dominions. At 
Viterbo the emperor received a deputation from the Romans^ 

With whom he adjufted the articles of his entrj^ which was 
performed with great fplendour. The governor and t^hereheU 
tors came forth to meet him and the emprtfs, whom they receinjed 
condufted to the palace of St. Peter ^ where he ftaid four amidjt the 

^ Rainald. ad an. 1327. n. 20. 

days 
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days with the princes of his train (H). Then he removed to 
Sivita Mcl> ia Major ^ where Sciarra Colonnn prefented him 
with the keys of the, city and fortreffes, which hegarrifoned 
with his troops. In a few days, he and the emprefs were 
crowned in the church of St. Pieter y with great magnificence, 
the ceremony of thf unftion having been performed by the 
bidiops of h'enicc and Aleriiiy who, as well as Lewis y had in- 
curred the fentence of excommunication. In a word, the 
emperor, by his liberality and courteous behaviour, gained 
the afie^lion of the Romans to fuch a degree, that his ene- 
mies durft not even avow their animofity or difeontent S. 

The pope, finding himfelf difappointed in all the mea- 
fures he had taken to prevent the coronation of Lewisy con- 
certed other fchemes for dimiiiifhing his power m Italy : for 
this purpofe, he, by his emifiaries, tampered with the go- 
vernors of Viterbo and OJiiay who had aftually agreed to re- 
ceive Neapolitan garrifons in thefe places ; but Lewis, being 
timely informed of their defigns, fent forces to fecure the 
towns, and apprehend the traitors, who were brought pri- 
foners to Rome. 

The emperor refided nine months in the capital, during 
which he fet every thing to rights, and reftored the repofe 
of Italy, while the pope renewed his bulls of cxcQiBmunica- 
tion and depofition againft him, refufing to liften to any 
propofids of accommodation, unlefs the emperor would di- 
he rejolw himfelf of his fovereign authority, and, as a private per- 

to be re- fubmit to the fentence he ftiould pronounce upon his 

^^enge . cleftion. In a word, he treated him with fuch indignity, 
that Lewis loft his patience, and refolved to be revenged up- 
on him by chufing another pope. In order to pave the way 
for this mcafure, he convoked a numerous aflembly at Rome, 
Degra.^es where the pope was degraded, on pretence of his being an 
him, heretic, and a deferterof his flock; and all the fubjefts of 
the empire were prohibited from owning him as the head of 
the church. He afterwards publilhed a decree, by which all 
bilhops, particularly the pope, were forbid to abfent them- 

* Id. ibid. Burgund. 1 . ii. p. 105, 

(H) The emperor was ac- BruvfwiCy Albert de Lechtemherg, 
companied in this expedition Henry landgrave of Aifacey Fre- 
by his nephews Robert and Ro- derie burgrave of Nuremberg^ 
dol^hus, oPBa^aria^Hen- Menhard d'Ortemhergy William 

ry de Lecht ember g, chancellor of de Montfort, and the grand - 
the einj)ire, Henry duke of matter of the order (5), 

(3) Bur^und- lib. if. 
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felv^s from their fee longer than three months, or to go far- 
ther than two days journey, without the conlent of their 
chapters ; and that, after having been recalled three times 
without returning, they ftiould be no longer owned as bifliops, 
but a new eleftion take place, in the fame manner as if they 
were dead ; and, in confequence of the^firft decree, by which 
all heretics were made guilty of a capital crime, he pronounc- Condemns 
cd fenience of death upon James ofCahors^ fo he named pope to 
John XXII. as a perfon convifted of downright herefy and^-?^^^- 
treafon, for having encroached upon the rights of the em- 
pire (I), by difearding the emperor’s officers, and fupplying 
their places by his own authority 

These fteps were no more than the preludes of thz Creates a 
emperor’s vengeance ; for afterwards affiembling all the Cordelier 
moft confiderable perfons of his own court, as well as oixhtfope in hU 
city of Rome\ he {ti Pietro de Rainaucci^ a Cordelier^ upon » 
low chair on his left hand, ordered the aflembly to be afked again 

three times, whether or not they would receive this fame Fa- 

% the cro<vcn 

** CiAcoN. in Joan XXII. Avent. ann. Boior. 1. vii, p. 

6x6, 617. Sponoan. Contin. Barre, tom. i. p. 592. 

(I) The abbot of Fulde^ in worthy ; that he had, by the 
an harangue to the people, ob- power of a new Joah^ and the 
ferved that the faid James of counfels of another Abiatbar 
Cahors was a deferter of the (meaning king Robert and car- 
church of which he pretended to dinal IJrJini ) railed up pernici- 
bc hi (hop, and a perfecuter of 00 s fchlfms and wicked here- 
the Roman people ; chat he had hes in the church of God ; that 
extorted vait fums of money on he had oppreiTed the cardinals 
pretence of maintaining war and prelates in fuch a manner, 
againll the Saracens^ whereas it that they durU not even mur- 
was ufed againll the faithful and rour ; that he had perverted the 
the friends of the Roman empire, doftrine of Chrill and the apo- 
enfoi ced by the preaching of a files, with regard to the tempo- 
crufadc, and the largefTes of ral dominion of emperors, con- 
fpiritual treafurc ; that he ha<k founding fpiritual with fecular 
turned againll the Romans and power, and ralhly arrogating to 
imperialilts thofefuccours which himfeif the prerogative of con- 
he had obtained from the king firming or rejedling emperors ; 
of France and other princes, and, laftly, that, by ranking 
for the relief of ^he dillrefied himfeif among the notorious 
king of Armenia ; that he un- heretics in hi^ falfe definition 
jufily referved to himfeif the concerning the poverty of Chrift 
diilrlbution of ecclefiallic bene- and his apo(41es, he had forfeic- 
fict's, which he often fimoni- ed all title to St. Feter^s chair 
atally conferred upon the un- (6). 

(6 J Ciaccon in J 9 an XXII. 

thcr 
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from his ther Peter as pope ; and, being anfwered in the affirmative^ 
bands. he invefied him with the papacy, putting the ring upon his 
finger, and the cloak upon his fhouldcrs K Then placing 
him upon his right hknd, in the pontifical chair, he faluted 
him by the name of Nicholas V. took him by the hand, and 
condufted him to th<5 chair of St. Pcter^ where this new pope 
celebrated mafs, and beftowed the papal benediftion upon the 
people. Some days after this ceremony, Lewis ^ ih order to 
give more authority to Nicholas, was crowned again on the 
fcafl: of Pentecqft. 

John was no fooner informed of the elevation of Peter, ^ 
than he excommunicated theantipopc and all thofe who were 
prefent at the ceremony, except the poet Petrarch, whom he 
revered on account of his genius. Nor was Nicholas lefs 
aftive in returning thefe hofiilities ; for he publifhed two 
bulls, confirming the depofition of John, and declaring tint 
all his adherents, whether ecclefiaftic or lay, fliould be pu- 
oifhed as heretics ; in confequence d this bull two perfons 
aftually loft their lives at the ftake, and pope John was burnt 
in effigy. 

The emperor had refolved to recover the rights and do- 
minions of the empire, which Robert king of Naples and 
Apulid had ufurped by order of the pope ; but, haying de- 
layed this enterprize until Robert had time to put himfclf in a 
pofture of defence, he was obliged to poftponc the execution 
of his purpofe ; for, when he marched out of Rome on the 
expedition, he found Robert ftrongly fortified in the Campa- 
nia, and, in his attempt upon the province of Labour, had 
the mortification to fee his., troops feveral times repulfed : 
nay, as the Neapolitans, by beii^ mafters oiOJlia ^nAAnag* 
ni, commanded the whole courle of the Tiber, Lewis was fo 
hampered for want of provifions and ammunition, that he 
could not help returning to Rome, where his prefence occa- 
Tbe^o- fioning a great fcarcity, the people began to murmur; and 
mans re- their dircontents being fomented by the cardinal dVrJini, 
wait broke out into open rebellion. " The emperor, whofe troops 
againft the had been vvorfted both within and without the city, feeing 
emperor would be impoflible for him to refill a mutinous populace, 
as well as the Neapolitan troops, fent his pope immediately 
Nicholas. under a ftrong efcorte, whither he himfclf afterwards 

retired ; and he had no fooner quitted Rome, than cardinal 
Urjini entered the city, and harangued the people, who now 
acknowleged John as their lawful pontif, and renounced the 

* Vaping, ad ann. 1328. 
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antipope and" tfee emperor with all the marks of dctcibtlon 
ahd abhoiTencel 

Mean while Lewis h^id ah interview with Peter the foti 
oF Frederic king of Sieily, at CornetOf where he bittei ly com- tir^sio 
jjlainedthat His Sicilim majefly had beei^ the caufc of all his Corneto, 
ifiifcarriages, by failing to fend the fleet and a fum of money 
which he Bad Engaged himfelf by treaty to furnifli ; and Pe- 
ter^ finding him fo ill difpofed towards a continuance of the 
war, fetfailoii his return to his father’s dominions, but was 
overtaken by a violent t^mpefl:, whhh defiroyed the greateft 
part of his fleet. , 

From hence the emperor repaired to 
was followed by Nicholas , and there he (pent fome months, 
during wdiich he le-piiblifhed his decree againfi: pope Joh 7 i, 
and received an cmbafly from the Algo^incs, who craved his Algerines, 
prote< 5 tion, in confideration of which they prpn^ifed tq affift arJre^^ 
him with fifty veflels well manned, and a very large fum of turns to 
money. They were gracioiifly received,, ana L/C'ivis, in 
probability, would have availed himfelf of the propofal, had 
riot he foUnjd a more honourable refource in tlie frieudfiiip of 
the king who pforriifed to marth to his alTiflance, 
at tjie head of a viftoribus army, with ^vhich he had con- 
quered Lithuania for the knights of the T^utonic oxitc. But, 
before he could execute liis. iriteritlohs 14 favour of Lewis ^ 
that prince, finding hinifelf 4eftitute pf troops, and aban- 
• doned by the greateft part of his friends in Italy ^ whom he 
had diTobliged by his violent proceedings^ was obliged to 
retire into Bavaria^ in order to re-eftablifli his affairs. 

His back was no fooher turned*than the Pifans reconciled A. D. 
fliemfelves to the fee of Rome^ The Roman's recalled the 1329. 
cardinal legate, and put themfelves under the aufpkcs of pope Se^^cral 
John ; the cities of Todi^ ViterhOj and Pejlgra, followed the 
example ; the Vifeontis renounced the emperor’s party, and 
received abfolution from the holy fee ; and the antipope Ni- 7 
cholas, finding it impoflible to conceal himfelf longer at Pifa, 
fubmitted tb John, who, having received his abjuration of jvlichol as 
the papacy, abfolved him of His crimes, and imprifoned him fuhtnits to 
for life pope Jol n. 

Having thus far fucceeded In detaching almoft all Italy A. D. 
from the intereft of Lewis, ahd in making himfelf mafter of ^3 3'^* 
the perfon of his competitor. He ft 111 contmueff to prefs the 
Genmn princes to a new eleflidn ; but, by this time, they 
were fb tired with civil difeord, that his remoiiftrunces were 
altogether difregarded ; and even thole princes .who had op- 

^ St*onu. ad. ann. 1329. Rainald, ad. ann. 1 329. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXIX. X pofed 



5 o6 

liCwis 
fendi an 
ftnhajjy to 
the pope f 


nxjho tarn* 
pers n^oith 
the king oj 
Bohcmiaf^ 
at that 
time the 
emperor's 
Hjicar in 
Italy. 

A. D. 
* 331 - 


lie returns 
to Ger> 
m^eny, and 
defeats all 
bis adver- 
faries. 


1:32. 


^he Hijlofy of Germany. C. 7# 

pofed Lewis in the beginning, now cxprelfed a defire of fee- 
ing him peaceably efiabJifhed oh the imperial throne. Ih 
order to manifefi his own pacific difpofition, he fent an em- 
bafiy to the pope, to fue for a reconciliation with the holy 
fee, in confideration of which he promifed to retraft every 
thing he had done, fdd, or decreed, againft his holinefs. But 
all his advances were treated with difdain by John, who, far 
from granting his requeft, wrote two letters to the king of 
Bohemia, exhorting, and even commanding, that prince, as 
a fon of the church, to depofe Lewis, and proceed to a new 
clcifiion. 

These remonftranccs feem to have had no efFeft at firft 
upoti the Bohemian, who declared for the emperor, and 
'marched into Italy as his lieutenant, at the head of an ar- 
my, wifli which he reduced ahnoft all the cities of Lombardy 
under obedience to the empire. 

Elated with this fuccefs, he began to harbour notions 
very different from thofe with which he croffed the Alps, and 
the pope, behig well acquainted with his difpofition, flattered 
his ambition fo effeftilally, that, by the means of his legate, 
Bertrand de Poyet, the king of Bohemia engaged with him 
it) a private treaty againft the emperor. The nature of this 
agreement having franfpired, alarmed both Guelphs and Gibe- 
lines to fuch a degree, that they united againft the Bohemian y 
and the emperor, being fufpicious of his fidelity, refolved to 
cut out fuch work for him at home, as would foon recall 
him from Italy : for this pdrpofe, he excited againft him 
Frederic marquis of Mifnia, Otho duke of Anflria, by this 
time reconciled to the houfe of Bavaria, Vladijlaus king of 
Poland, and Charoberf king of Hungary, who attacked his 
dominions at the fame time, under various pretexts K 

John of Bohemia, being informed of thefe trail faftions, 
left his fon Charles as vicar in Italy, and marching into Ger^ 
many, defeated all his adverfaries one after another : then 
repafiing the Alps, in order to fuccour his fon againft the 
Guelphs and Gibelhies, came up juft as the young prince had 
obtained a complete viftory ; after which he carried him in 
triumph to Prague, where, beginning to be jealous of his 
fon’s reputation, he beftowed upon him the marquifate of 
Moravia, that he might have a pretence for removing him 
from the capital of Bohemia 

Mean while the pope employed his artifices fo fuccefsful- 
ly with Otho of Aujiria, that this prince abandoned the em- 

^ AvjiKTiN. ann. lib vii. p. 618. Spond, Contin. ubi fu- 
pra. * Dubkarv. Hift. Boem, 1 . xxi,^ 
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peror, fubmittid his dominions to the holy fee, The duke of 

himlelf vaflal to the church of Rome ; nevertheJefs Italy Aullna 
groaned under the utmoft mifery and defolation : for aliho* 
the Guelphs and Gihelines joined againft the Germans^ they ^ 

ftili maintained a Civil war among themfelves with the molt % 

implacable refentmfent, and a number of private nobJemefl 
tredted themfelves into petty tyrants, during this period of 
confufion 

While Lombardy fuffered fuch a complication of difor- 
ders, Joh 'fi king of Bohemia marched to the affiflance of the Bohemia 
Teutonic knights, who had been worfted by the Poles^ and marches 
penetrating as far as Cracovia^ undertook the fiege of that the of 
city, which thC inhabitants defended with great obflinacy,/y^^^"^^ 
until they were compelled by famine to demand a capitula- 
tion, which was foon fucceeded by a treaty of peace, effefted 
under the mediation of the kiUg of Hungary. Othooi Au- Otho /«- 
y/rw, who was now become a partifan of the pope, being CoU 

joined by the billiop of Conjlancey took this opportunity to ^rJ 

Cohnar, which held for Lervis' oi Bavaria^ arid aftu- ^^hes 
ally inverted it with an -army of thirty thoufand men ; 

‘ it was gallantly delciided, by the marquis of Badetiy until 
emperor marched to its relief with a firong body of troops, 
furniftied by the king of Bohemia, who had found means to 
juftify his conduft to Lewis, and by the count of IPirtemberg; 
fo that Otho, lofing all hope of fucceeding in hi$ enterprizc, 

•and perceiving that he himfelf was no other than a dupe to 
the fee of Rome, refolved to make peace with the emperor, 
which was ratified accordingly*. hj[ow Lewis began to govern 
the empire in peace, though the public tranquility was often 
invaded by feuds and animofitics among the noblemen and 
cities, which produced all the terrible effefts of civil war, 
until they were reftrained by afTociations like that of Straf 
hourg, Friburg, and Bajil, Which, about this time, formed U 
league for their mutual defence ®. 

Notwithstanding^ the fifccefs of Lewis in 
pope John Would not dcfift from his intrigues ; but, having Bohemia 
confirmed John king of Bohemia in hisintereft, during an in- // twice 
terview which he had with this prince at Avignon, he pre- defeated 
vailed upon him to march into Italy, in order to fupport Ve- 
the concerns of the holy fee againft Robert king of Naples, 
who was now become his moft inveterate enemy, and the 
Vijeontis and Ejcalf who had joined his Neapolitan majefty, * 333* 


» Rainald. ad an. 1332. 
tom. i. p. 41 5 . 
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bccaufe they found their account in liftiing in troubled wa- 
ters. c . . 

Accordingly the Bohemian^ being reinforced by a body 
oi French tioops, pafled the Alps^ as the champion of the 
church, engaged tlie enemy near Verona^ was twice defeat- 
ed, and returned to Germany ^ having loft his troops, money, 
and reputation. 

The emperor, mean while, remained in peace at Munich, 
without having any (hare in thefe tranfaftions ; but, as tl>c 
pope folllcited, without ccafing, the German princes to re- 
volt agninft his adminiftratiou, and he himfclf, as well as a 
number of his friends, lay under the cenfures of the church, 
he rcfolvcJ to affemblc a council, in order to ftigmatizc and 
depofc that rciilcfs pontif, as a tymnt and heretic (K), but 
p T anticipated by death, which overtook his holinefs in 

Mies at ” ninetieth year of his age. This turbulent pope left im- 
Aviffnon. trea^-ircs, and was fucceeded in the papacy by James 

A. D. * Ditfoury{\irnim\tdL The White Cardinal, whoaftumed the name 
1334. of Benedict XII P. 

War be- This new pope feemed to tread in the fteps of his pre- 
t^veen the deceftbr, and even confirmed all the bulls which John had 
emperor ifiued againft the emperor, who did not fo much regard 
and the thefe impotent fulminations, as he had affairs of greater im- 
king of portance to engrofs his attention. John of Luxemburg, fe- 
Boheniia. cond fon of the king of Bohemia, had married Margaret fur- 
named Great Mouth, heirefs of Carinthia, and this princefs 
accufing her hufband of impotence, the marriage was dif- 
folved by the bifhop of Frijingen. Thinking herfclf at 
full liberty to difpofe of her perfon, fhe efpoufed the 
margrave of Brandenburg, fon of the emperor, who rea- 
dily corifented to a match which added Tyrol and Carin- 
thia to his family ; and this contraft produced a war be- 
tween the houfes of Bavaria and Bohemia, which, after 
having been maintained for a whole year, with various fuc- 
cefs, was terminated by a very fingular accommodation, iix 
confequence of which young John of Luxemburg renounced 

ViLLANI,!. X. C, 21; , 


(K) Among other errors in 
point of do£Inn^, John alleged 
that the fouls of the happy fee 
only the human nature of Jefus 


Chrift in heaven until the r^- 
furredlion, after which they will 
enjoy the beatific vifion the 
Divinity (7). 


(7) Baluz4 vii^ Pap, Avent, t, I, p, 788, See the kijhry »/ th pf>pei, 
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all claim to his wife, and ratified her marriage with the mar- 
grave 

1'his war being finifiied, Lezvis exerted all his endeavours afJes 
to appeafe the domeftic troubles of the empire. The ma- ^Stra(- 
giftrates of Strajhourg finding themfelves^interrupted in their 
commerce by the incurfions of Walter lord of 
who diftreflcd them from the caftic of Erflciiiy of which 
was in pofleflion, joined in an aflbciation with Baftl, league 
hiirg^ and all the imperial cities of Alface^ in order toreduce 
this formidable neighfiour. Their firfi: attempt was againft \valter 
Erflein, which they took at the very firfi: afiault ; then they lord of 
invefied the firong fortrefs of Sch-wamii^ fituated on the bank vSchvvanau 
of the llhme^ and, although Walter defended it with incredi- ^vho7n 
ble valour for the fpace of three months, it was at length 
taken and demolifticd, but not before Walter had made his^"^* 
efcape in the habit of a peafant. 

The next difiirbance was occafioned by Bertholdhifho^^l'^ 
of Strajhurg^ who refufed to do homage to the emperor, be- 
caufe he was excommunicated, and ravaged the country be- ^ 
longing to the count cle Wirtemberg^ who was his declared J 

• enemy, being joined by a reinforcement of troops fent by the 

duke of Lorraine and biftiop of Metz. He took feveral Strafliurg. 
cafiles, and began to form fehemes of importance upon fome 
of the imperial towns ; fo that the emperor was obliged to 
take the field in perfon ; but, finding Berthold ftrongly 

• ported, he liftened to the firfi overtures of peace, which was 
granted altpofi on the bifiiop’s own terms, becaufc he knew 
him to be an experienced warrior, and under fiood that he 
was on the brink of concluding a peace with the princes of 
Aiijlria 

.Lewis being informed of a mifunderfianding between Makes ad- 
Philip of Frame and BencdiFi on the fubjeft of the cru- rvattces to- 
fade, refolved to feize this opportunity of being reconciled to ^j:ard^ a 
the holy fee, and with that view fent an embafiy, with fub- mcncHia- 
miffive letters to the pope at Avignon^ who received them 
very gracioufly, and exprefieej a defire of terminating the 
the long quarrel which had fubiifted between Leivis and the , .-,5 
fee of Rome, A negotiation was accordingly fet on foot, but 
the pope’s favourable intentions were defeated by the remon- 
ftrances of the kings of France, Naples, and Bohemia, who 
protefted that, in cafe Lewis ftxould be abfolved from the 
cenfures of the church, they would take m^jafaies for elect- 
ing a new king of the Romans s. 

Hid. de Luxemb. 1 . xlviii, 

® Rai^ald. ad an. 1335. 


*■ Barrk, tom. vi.p. 573. 
X 3 Mean 
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Kdw^rd 0/ Mean while Philip o( France and Edward of England^ 
England being on the eve of a rupture, thefe two princes employed all 
foi'msa their art and infinuation to acquire paitifans in Germany : 

the Englifh monarch formed a llrong alliance among the 
Lague princes^ of Germany ^2X the head of which was the emperor 

created Edward vicar of the empire, and truft- 
prhKes. ftrength of this new leape, that he rc- 

^ A. D. called his ambaffadors from Avignon^ and broke off his ne- 
*337* gotiation with neverthelefs, he wrote a letter to 

the pope, complaining of the king of as a violator of 

treaties, inafmuch as he had feized feveral Hefs belonging to 
the empire, in the diocefc of Cambray^ and follicited his ho- 
iinefs to aflift him in making war upon that monafch. 

Bcncdift Benedict, inftead of complying with this lingular de-: 
tha.varts fire, exerted all his abilities to produce a rupture between 
the mea- Lewis acad, Edward^ toprocureintelligencetoPA/A^^sfe^^a- 
f^res of the and to excite a fpirit of jealoufy in the German princes 
emperor, the ♦ ambitious Englijhman\ nay, he even detached 

* * Henry duke of Bavaria from the intereft of Lewis, whom he 

renounced as an excommunicated heretic ^ 

The pope The pope’s conduft on this occafion was chiefly influ- 
itnd the enced by his dependence upon Philip, who, in order to coun^ 
king of terballance the alliance oiEdward, fecured the afliftance of the 
! ranee ^ kings of Bohemia and Navarre, as well as of the duke of Lor~ 
and count of Savoy : and the fpirit of pope John ftill 
Bohemia faftions he had fomented againil the emperor. 

to rebel king of Bohemia, elated with the hope of the imperial 

arainji /;?,^crown’s devolving to his fqn Charles of Luxemburg, in confe- 
mperor, quence of the affurances which he received from France and 
Rome, had fortified himfelf with the alliance of the kings of 
Hungary Poland, and raifeda powerful army in order tp 
caiTv the war into the bowels of Bavaria ; but the emperor 
aflembling his troops, harrafledbimin fuch a manner, and pur: 
fued him fo clofely, that he was obliged to hazard a battle^ 
in which, after an obftinate*and bloody difpqte, jic and his 
auxiliaries were totally routed. This defeat neither quelled 
his courage not diminiftied his hope ; for he trufted to the 
friend fhip and forces of the French king, to whom he fent his 
ion Charles, in order to concert new meafures fotr repairing 
his lofs 

Lewis, notwithfianding all the repulfes he had fuftained, 
ftill endeavoured, with all his might, to retrieve the aflfec- 


Bcncdift 
th'Warts 
the 7nea- 


7he pope 
and the 
khig of 
France 
excite the 
king of 
Bohemia 
to rebel 


« Heiss, torn. ii. p. 


^ Barre, tom. vi. p. 584. 
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tion of the holy fee, in the perfon of BenediSi, who rcjefled 
hiTadvances. for fear of difobliging the king of Fraucc 
The princes of the empire, ecclefiaftic tis well as fecular, af- 
fembling at declared the empire independent of he 

no^e and Lclh of Bavaria lawful emperor ; then they fent 
deputies to dehring he would annul the fcntencw 

of his predeceflbr, othcrwife they wouW proceed againft him 
in another manner ; and the pope refufing to give them fe- 
tisfaftion, a diet was convoked at Fra?ikJort, wherein t at agdtwj^ the 

famous conftitution was made in form of a 

the independence the empire was for ever eftabhlhcd 

p wis next vear. by his own audiority, took off the inter- Barthold 
di^rihich LTbee/laid againft him by pope John »/ 

° 4 /.V tilled from their churches all thofe who refofed to Strafturg 

:rr.‘>pi« rf .he .-"jit 

Lewis m his own vindication, *» 

been taken in the diet, were fent to 

bilhop of Strajburg, who reprefcnted his own ^ability to^^^ 
cope with the empior. and defired the POP^ allow 

• him to do homage to that prince, otherwife he Ihould be 
dSrovSl This permilTion was granted by BenediFl, who 
now began to perceive that he hadcarrW his refentment too 
far, liBerthold went to SJire, to do homage to the emr 
peror. who invefted him with the tem^ralities of hts dio- 

• Sfe y! To this condefcenf.on the bifliop was in a great 

nieafure determined by the remonftrances of Mert, ‘ 

ed the Drformed, duke of Jujiria who wiftied to fee tiw 
troubles appeafed. that ne might have a fairer op- 

Jj^rtuniiy of afiingagainft the Swi/r, whom he had refolved 
to fubdue. 

* Extat. apud Albert d% Rosat. Jur. conf in 1 . bene aZe- 
Bone s C. de quadr. profcript. Hier Balb. Ep. Smeens. lib. 
de Coron ad Car. v. & int. addit. ad Rebdorf. Heruar^i. 
VonirTstlv. Avent. ann. &c. lib. vii. p._6ai. & fequente. 
y Albert. Argent, de geftis Bertholdi, p. 173. 


\L) All the eleSors, except 
the king of Beb<ma, who was 
attached to Philip, affemblmg 
saCenfteim, in the terrimry ot 
Mentx, declared, by a foleron 
proteftation, that he who was 
elefted king of the Romans by a 


inajoiity of the princes electors, 
needed not the approbation, 
confirmation, or^confent, of the 
holy fee, to aflame the title of 
king, adminiiVr the laws, and 
eovern the ellatcs ot the empire 

(«). 
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/Jberto/ Hg accordingly aiTembled all ‘bis forces and thofe cf Jbia 
Auiliia allies, compofuig an army of forty thpufand men, with 
attempts in ^^^hoin'he pafFcd the Rhine at Schajfhavfeny and advanced as 
aXa ^ where his van^guard w^as defeated by the 

Swih^ ^ enemy* Notwithftanding this clicck, he continued his route 
as far as the canal of Zurich^ where he received the news of 
frefh difturbances in Alface, which oblig^^d hlni to abandon 
his^nterprize, in order to fuccour the towns of Ids own do* 
minions. 


fhe Jews These diforcfe'rs were occafioned by a fpirit of fauaticifm. 
are niajj'a^ coufequcncc of which the lower clafs of people aflemblea 
creJtn Al- ^hc banners of an inn-keeper, diflinguiflied by the ap-r 
peUation oi A rmleder^ who eiefted himfelfinto a prophet, 
and per funded his followers, that, in order to revenge the 
death of Chrift, it was their indifpcnfible doty to extirpate 
the jews. In obedience to this doftrine, which wasfirll broach* 
cd in Franconia^ they affaflinated great multitudes of that 
unhappy nation, and the carnage, which extended to ^7- 
feice, was fo dreadful, that the Jews themfelves, driven to 
dcfpair, augmented the horror of the feene ; for, rather than 
fall into tlic hands of fucb inhuman enemies, they made 
away with themfelves, after having murdered their own 
wives and children, and concealed their riches, which they 
They are juftly fuppofed had contributed to their difafter. The de- 
py‘otuied plorablc condition of thefe mifcrable wretches excited the 
by Her- ' compaffion of Bcrthold biihop of Strajlurg^ who being more- 
thold 7/- over affeded with the defolation of his own country, laid 
j}jop of ^vafte by that frantic herd of 'enthufiafts, formed an affocia- 
Strafburg. noblemen of Al/ace, and aflembling a 

body of troops, expelled them from that province. The 
Jexus that leniained were permitted to live in peace; and 
Jrmleder being taken, was executed as a fower of fcditiou, 
and an enemy to the public tranquility 


A. D. This commotion having fubfided, the troops of the era- 
's 39- . pire and princes of Germany marched toMechliny where they 
fbennpe* joined the EngJiJhy commanded by king Edward^ who inveft- 
rorjccomes Qmbrayj which was fo valiantly defended by 


jr^Jntis of 
/Z»/?Eng- 
liih mon- 
arch. 


the French, that, on the approach of winter, he abandoned 
the enterprize* He afterwards ravaged Picardy, and offered 
battle to the king of France, which being declined, he retired 
into Brabant, and the greateft part of his German allies re- 
turned to their own dominions. Indeed, by this time, Lewis 
began tq repent of having conferred the vicariate of theem- 


» Lunig^ Arch. Imper, tom. vii. p, iz. 
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pii'^ upon fuch a powerful prince, and of having engaged with 
an ally who drained Germany of her beft troops, fo that flie 
could not fparc a fufficient number tot maintain the interell 
of the empire in Italy ^ where almoft all the cities had made 
their fubmiffions to the pope. When the princes returned 
from the Lov) Countries^ the emperor a^lT^mblcd a diet, and 
having reprefented the pofture of affairs in tomkardy^ de- 
manded fuch fupplies of men and money, as would enable 
}iim to crofs the Alps^ and punifh the revolted towns. But 
this e^^pedition appearing impracticable at the prefent junc- 
ture, when Germany was in a great rneafure drained of all 
her funds, he was fain to refer it to a more favourable oppor- 
tunity. Mean while he was, by the emiflaries and intrigues 
of the French king, fo irritated againft the king of Et;gland, 
who had negleft^ to pay the fubfidies, and made a truce at 
Tc/urnay, without his participation, that he abandoned the 
caufe of that monarch, and deprived him pf the vicariate, 
notwithftandinc all the proteftations and condefeenfion ^ 

Edward, who tried every method he could devile to depre- ^ 
cate his anger. 

Lewis the more readily entered into the views of Philip, jjeis a* 
as he was flattered with aflurances of being reconciled to ^tmufedhy 
pope, by the mediation of that monarch, who accordingly French 
wrote to the pope in favour of the Bavarim ; but, in 
probability, he was not fincere in his remopftrances, inaf- 
much as BenediFi paid no manner of regard to his interpoli- 
tion. On Uie contrary, he amufedthe emperor with evafive 
excufes, while he difpofed'of the governments and flgno- 
rics Italy, as adminiftrator o?the empire, which he deem- 
ed vacant About this period, the reftlefs king of BGhe-]^^^^i"g 
mia loll his eyefight, and made his wifl, by which he be- 
queathed Bohemia and Silejia to his fon Charles, ^ft<^vwards 
emperor, Moravia lo John, and Luxemburg, with the lands * 
he had in France in right of hjs wife, to IVinceJlaus, born of 
Beatrice of Bourbon ; thouglvthis laft precaution was ufelefs, 
for that province was feized by Charles tlie eldeft fon, while 
Winccjhus was yet in his infancy 

In the courfc of this fame year Lewis was chofen arbiter The empe* 
to decide the quarrels of the houfe of Denmark, Gerhardror decides 
count of Rcndjhurg and Waldemar duke of Slefwic had ufurp- ^he differ- 
cd the crown, which of right belonged to ydung Waldemar, 
educated at the court of Munich, But th^ adminiftrationof^'^^ 
thofe ufurpers was fo odious to the Danijb nation, that a ge- 

^ Rainald. ad an. 1341. n. la* ^ Hill. Luxemb, 
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mboutthe neral revolt enfued, and count Gerhard was afla/Snated by 
crown of Nicholas Jacobi^ a nobleman of that country, who chofe this 
Denmark, method of vindicating the liberty of his nation ; then putting 
hitafelf at the head of the Danijh revoltcrs, he gave battle 
to the princes of Holfiein^ and, though he loft his life in the 
engagement, they were entirely defeated, and the lawful heir 
afeended the throne of his anceftors. 

This young prince had been maintained and protefted by 
the emperor, who now called an affembly at Speindow^ where 
an accommodation between the new king and the princes of 
Holjiein was efiefted, on condition that he ftiould renounce 
all prctenfions to the throne, give his fitter in marriage to 
Waldemar III. and remain in quiet polfeffionof Jutland^. 

All thefccontefts being ended, Germany began to enjoy 
that peace with which ftie was fo feldom bletted, and Lewi^ 
took this opportunity to cftablifli wholefome regulations for 
the continuance of the public tranquility. He caufed the 
laws to be rigoroufly executed againtt vagabonds and crimi- 
nals of all kinds ; he granted his protefHon to the innocent 
and induftrious, and rewarded merit to the utmoft of his 
power. His mild and prudent adminiftration not only con- 
ciliated the afteftions of his people in general, but alfo con- 
quered the animofity and prejudices of almoft all the princes 
who had been his enemies ; fo that they now fought and cul- 
tivated his friendttiip. His court became numerous, gay, and 
polite ; and, in order to render himfclf more popular, he 
inftituted magnificent tournaments at Munich, after they had 
been four hundred years difcontlnued by the princes of Gcr- 
many 

While the emperor in this manner eftablittied his autho- 
rity on this fide of the Alps, his own interett in Italy was al- 
mott totally ruined. Pope Benedilf dying at Avignon, he 
‘vances of was fucceeded by Clement VI • a native of France, and arch- 
friendjhip biftlop of Rouen, who confirmed by new bulls all the fentences 
/^Clement of excommunication pronouncefl by /aA/z XXII. and Benedill 
VI. ^ho xil. and endeavoured to excite all Italy to rebel i^intt the 
treati him emperor. Lewis, who may be faid to have been a martyr to 

irl h2td independency of the empire, as Henry V. had been to 
tinti, inveftitures, in order to manifeft his own innocence, made 
advances of frigndlhip to the pope, and, even in the midft of 
thefe afts of enmity, fent an embafly to him to treat of a re- 
conciliation ; bul> his holinefs preferibed fuch nnrcafonable 
conditions, as the embafladors had not power to accept \ 
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\ipon which they defined he would give them his demands in 
wl’iting, that they might, upon their return to Germany^* lay 
them before the emperor (M). Lewis having obtained thefe He excem- 
articles, fent copies of them to all the ftatps of the empire, mumcatet 
and fuch a general indignation prevailed ^gainft the prcfpmp- 
tion of the pope, that the princes and llates affembling at 
Tranhforty the articles were openly read, and rejefted as an 
infult upon the honour of the empire, and a fecond embaf- 
fy was appointed to wait Clement^ and defjre he would ' 
retraft them ; otherwife, the ftates would of themfelves take 
fuch meafures on that fubjeft, as they ftiould judge conveni- 
ent. The pope, more than ever incenfed at this inftancp 
of difregard, fulminated new excommunications (N) againft 
Lewis and all his adherents ; and, being inftigated by Philip 
of Valois king.of who, though he had made peace 
with the emperor, wifhed to fee him employed at home, he 
fet on foot and managed underhand intrigues and negotia- 
tions, in order to raile a faftion among the princes, and in- 
duce them to proceed to the eleftion of a new emperor 

As all thefe fteps were taken in favour of Charles oiLux- A.D, 
emburgy fpn of John king of Bohernia; y/ho was one of the * 34 ^* 
moft confiderable members of the electoral college, and as 
he had already made fure of Baldwin of Luxemburg^ archbi- rh^T 
fhop q{ Trier Sy the king’s uncle, their chief aim was to fe- *^^*^^^* 
cure the other fuffrages. The pope had already excommu- burg,*w^# 

« Argent, in Chron. Naucler. gen, 45. 


(M) Thefe were the articles : 
“ Lewis lhall deliver to the 
“ pope William of Ockham, 
^ith all his adherents j he 
Jhall retraft all the decrees, 
** annul the afls, and recant 
“ the flankers that were pub* 
** liftied againft popeyoi?>/iXXI I.* 
“ and by a perpetual edict pub- 
licly acknowlcge that the 
empire is in the gift of the 
** fo vereign pontif, and that no 
** perfon is or can be called em- 
‘‘ p<iror, without the fandion 
“ of his authority (9).’’ 

William of Ockham vfzs an 
Ifglijhmatty who wrote a bools; 

(9) Avtnt, an, Seisr, Ub* vii. f • 6Z7 
P , 428. 


i^VLixi^Charles andC/(f/9rrxr/,whom 
he treats with great feurrilicy. 

(N) In a bull publiftied 
againft Lewis, we read the fol- 
lowing imprecation. “ May 
the wrath of God, of St. Peter 
** and %x,Pauly crufti him in this 
** world and that which is to 
come. May the earth open 
“ and fwallow him alive : may 
** his memory perifti, and all 
** the elements be his enemies : 
** and may his children fall in- 
to the hand£>of his adverfa- 
ries, even in the fight of their 
“ father (ic^,” 


( 10 ) Annal de V Empire, tem, !• 
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IS chofen nicated Henry of Vernehurgy archbiftiop of Merit z, becaufe 
kiry^ oj the jic was in the emperor’s infereft, and promoted to that fee 
Romans, coimt Corlach of Na£aUy who was devoted to his fervice. 

The vote of JValdcran of Juliersy ardibifhop of Cologne, was 
fafii- purchafed with eight thoufand marks of filver, and that of 
duke oi Saxony for wo ihouGind, Thefe princes 
aifembiing at Rcintz nezr Cobleniz, Charles of Luxemr 

burg king of the Romans, and, as the city of Cologn would 
pvvn no other emperor hnt Lcivis of Bavaria, he was, crown- 
ed at Bonn by the new archbifliop Corlach, his elcdlion hav- 
ing been confirmed by the pope ^ (O). 

Lewis Th£ otlier princes and ilatesof the empire preferved their 
snauJeins fidelity and attachment to Lewis, notwithftanding this fchifm, 
ht: which ferved only to unite them more firmly in his inteivft ; 

nf.d )fpu- and, feme time after this event, his fon marquis of 

Uiiiun. Bran4cnhurgy attacked and defeated the new king of the Ro- 
mans ig the Tyrol ; fo that the emperor maintained Ids dig- 
nity ^nd good fortune to the laft ; and reigned with the love^ 
cfleem, and applaufeof his fubjefh. 

pERH/PS this oppofition might have been much more 
d^ingerous io Lewis yhzd not partpf the pope’s attention been 
employed on the affairs of Naples, which was conquered by 
Ltnvis king of Hungary, in revenge for the death of his bro- 
ther Andrew, who had married "Jane heirefs of Naples, and 
been affaffinated by her domeftics : and at the fame time Cle- 
ment was greatly perplexed by a very extraordinary revolu- 
tion in Rome, effedlcd by an obfci^ire notary called Nicholas 
Rienzi, who being defied tribune of the people, renounced 
the pope’s autliority, and i adored the form of the antient re- 
public, Mdiicb, however, did not long fubfift. 

TjiE emperoi ’s predeceffors were ufed to move from one 
imperial city to another, that their courts might fubfift at the 
cxpence of the inhabitants ; whereas Lnvis never oppreffed 
his people in this manner ; but, except when he was obliged 

9 

^ ViLLANI. 1. xii. c. 59 . Mut. 1. xxiv. 

(O) Charles of Luxemburg, of with the kingdoms 
who went to Anjignott with his of Sicily, Sardinia, and Corfica ; 
father, tp follicit the pope’s in- and promifed that, if he fhould 
fereil, engaged^to annul all tlie go as emperor to receive the 
decrees or Lr^is, to peknow- crown at Rome, he would (juit 
lege that the cou«tv of J*vignmi the city that fame day, and ne- 
belonged to the holy fee, as ver r^urn without the exprefs 
well Ferrara and the land? penniffion of hisholinefs (i t ). 


(il) Annalde V Empire, tom, \.p, 428» 
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to be prefen t at the diet, ftaid at home in his own duchy of 
Bavaria, and generally amufed himfclf at the chace, a diver- 
lion which at length coft him his fifths : for while he one Falls from 
day exercifed himfelf in hunting the bear, he was attacked, 
it is faid, by a lit of the apoplexy, when falling from his 
horfe, he immediately expired, after navi ng recommend- 
td his foul to God, and his body was interred at Munich ^ 

(P)- . 

This prince, having loft his father when he was bitf 
tw’clve years of age, had been educated at Vienna in Aujiria^ 7-aUir a>id 
with his coufins, under' the tuition of his mother, who be- A* 
ftowed fnch care upon his education, that he furpafted air 
the princes of his nge, both in the qualificatious of the body 
and the undcrftandii^. He was very tall, though agile ; his 
hair was fand}^ his complexion florid, his nole was long, 
and his chin lengthened. He perfe<5tly well tmdeilVood the 
excrcife of arms ; he feared no danger, but was hafty, and 
too much addiifted to love : in adverfity he noedfed advice : 
he was mafter of himfelf in profperity ; he was gay and po- 
liced in his manners ; but there was rather too much viva- 
city in his behaviour, and he could not (by long in ond 
place. T'he monks and nuns gave hiih the appellation of 
mo/i Chriftian and inojl Pious, and exprefled great veneration 
for his knives, napkins, and other things of that fort that be- 
longed to him. For a long lime he had no other poffblSfidn 
than High Bavaria, till after the death of John dutoe olf Lno 
Bavaria, he fucceeded to his dominions * (Q)- 

• CHARLES 

* Aventin. ann. Boior. 1 . vii. p. 63T. ^ Ibid, p, 

630. ViLLAN. 1 xii. c, 105. Hfruart contra B7.0V. ad anik 
1347. ^ AvFNTm* ann* wbifupra. 

^ (P) He is faid to have been daughter of a diount wholife 
poifoned by the widow of AU name is not known ; and die 
iert of Auffriai and preferibed died without ifluc : h« fecond 
foxne violent cxercife by his wife was Beatrix daughter of 
phyficians, after they had, with- Henry duke ofGloga wi by whom 
•out fuccefs, tried other methods he had Le^ds marquis of Bran-^ 
of cure. In confequence of this denbi^, Sispbm, who was de* 
advice, he had rode out to hunt form^ : Beatrix, marned tO 
the bear, when the operation of CJmrles king d^Hunpary j 
the poifon became fo violent wife of Muffine Le/eale lord of 
that he dropped dead from his Verena^, and Mathildeu> who 
horfe (12). cfpoufed Frederic the, Sea/ere^ 

(QJj Lenxis firft married the marquis of The em- 

* ( 12 ) Cone. cnn. Ecclfjiafiic. t»m. 'uf>. 
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The Hijiory of Germany. 


318 


Charlds 
IV. count 
^Luxem- 
burg, fuc- 
ceeds to the 
empire. 


liis educa- 
tion^ qua- 
lities^ and 
exploits. 


c:. 7.' 


C H A R L E S \N. 

\ 

^ H A R L E S IV. count of Luxemlmrgy fon of John king' 
^ of Bohemiay and grandfon of Henry VII. >vas born at 
Prague^ and iwmed fVencc/laus ; but being fent by his father 
into France to Charles the Pair, who had married Mary of 
Luxemburg, his aunt, they care/Icd him with great affeftion; 
and, as they had no childfcn, gave him the name of Char lei 
when he received the facrament of confirmation. At the 
fame lime, they provided him with excellent preceptors, un- 
der whom, exclufivc of the German and Bohemian ianguagesy 
which were natural to him, he made hlmfelf maflier of the 
Latin, French, and Italian, After the death of Charles the 
Fair, he returned to his father, whom he attended to Italy ^ 
where he was created viceroy of the empire, and ran the 
rifque of being poifoned by Azon, vifeount of Milan. At 
the age of fevenieen, he was inverted with the marquifate of 
Moravia by king John, his father. He repaired the caftle of 
Prague, reunited to the crown of Bohemia a great many 
lands which the barons had ufurped, and fettled the affairs 
of that kingdom^ which were in great diforder. He like- 
wife had fignalized himfelf irf fome military expeditions : he 
marched againft Bucer, duke pf Munjierberg, who refufed to 
do homage to the king his father, and compelled him to fub- 
mit : he went to war with the Count of Coritz, who had 
fided with the dukes of Aujiria : he accompanied his hither 
in an irruption into Lithuania he made a fecond journey 
into Italy, where he obliged^ the Venetians to raife the fiege 
of Parma, took from them the city of Bclluna, and then 
concluded a peace with that republic ; he erected into an 
archbifliop’s fee the biflvopric of Prague, which had been 


peror’s third wife was Margaret 
daughter of William 111- count 
of Holland, by whom he had 
William, Albert ,Otho, and 
is ; Elizabeth, firft married to 
John duke of Low Bavaria, and 
afterwards to Ulric count of 
Wirtemherg ; Agnes, a nun ; and 
Asms, wife ot, Gunther de 
Schwartzburg, wh(^ difpuced the 
empire with Cbailes IV. king 
of Bohemia. 

(j) Stru'v^pertoi\y:. $. Beinte, 
giU Murre, tom. vi. p, 665 . 


Lewis of Bavaria was the 
frrt emperor who had a double 
eagle engraved upon his feal. In 
his reign the Count palatine 
founded the univerfity t>f HeideL 
berg I and there was luch abund<« 
ance of wine upon the Rhim 
and the Mofelle, that it was 
ufed to ilake lime. The people 
then contrived thoie huge tuna, 
one of which is ilili to be feen et 
HcidJhrg(i). 
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fuflfragAn to Mentz^ and impowered the archbKhop to per- 
form the office of coronation to the kings of Bohemia : in 
a word, he acquired a good deal of reputation by his wife 
government; fo that, upon the death df liis father (R), he Succeeds 
was, with the unaninftfous confent of the people, raifed tq hi s father 
the Bohemian throne The firft ftep he took after this clc- 
vation, was to make new preparations for war againft the 
emperor Leivis ; and having raifed a powerful armyy he fet 
out for Bavaria, in order to obey the dictates of revenge ; 
but, in the middle of his march, receiving the news of that A. D. 
emperor’s death, “ PraifaKbe God, faid he, in the wonders 1347. 

** of his providence, for having fpared me the effufion of 
Chrifliart blood, and deprived me of the opportunity of 
being avenged upon my enemies * then, changing his 
route, he advanced into the heart of the empire, and wasac- Is achorw* 
knowlcged as king and emperor of the Rorrians by Rafijbon, hgedas 
Nurenii^erg, and four-and-twenty other imperial cities of the 
Rhine (S), Thus eftablilhed, he returned to his kingdom of 
Bohemia, and next year began to build the pew city of 
Pragitc, He had no fooner retired to his own dominions, 
than Henry archbifhop of Mentz, Robert count Palatine, 

Ltwis marquis of Brandenburg, and Erich duke of Sastony, Rhine, 
who had not afflfted at the eie6Hon, affembled at Locjfein, 
and chofe Edward, king of England, emperor ; but that 
prince declining the dignity with fuitable acknowlegments Edward 
to the ele£lors, they proceeded to the nomination of Frederic, king (f 
' landgrave of Thuringia, who, being afflidled with the gout, England is 
renounced his pretenfions in favour of Charles for ten thou- thBedhy 
fand marks of filver The fame eleftors, notwithftatid- 
ing this repulfe, chofe in his* room Gunther, count 

^ Hill. Luxemb. I. li. * Heiss, 1 . ii. c. 27. Spond. 
an. Contin. Bar. t. i. p 686. Avent. an. 1 . vii. p. 634. 

(R) This was the blind king He was alfo affronted in divers 
of Bshitnia, who was flain in the * other places. • At PForms he wa$ 
battle of Cre^ by the EngHJh, arrefted by a butcher, who had 
and whofe motto, Ich dim, was furnilhed him with meat ; ‘ at 
adopted by the prince of Rottsnburg on the Neckar he pre- 
R/'siles {1 ). fenced himfelf in a tournament. 

Though he was acknow- under the name Sebilbard of 
Icged by the magiftrates of iV»- Rscbhtrg, where he . was un- 
riihherg, the citi^aens took arms, horfed by one de la Fievi, to 
obliged him to fly, and declared whom he was obliged to pay the 
fOr Le^vots of Brandenburg, to forfeit (2). ^ 

whom they opened their gates, , . . ’ 

( 1 ) B trie^ /. T*. f>, 6j2, ( 2 ) Adsdnitt r, p. ii. /. iv. 
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declines the ^chvjarizenberg^ a nobleman of great courage and unquef- 
tioiied merit, who accepted the honour, on condition that 
the eleftors fliould c^ndu^l him to FtanJfort, and publkkly 
proclaim him emperor in that city* This condition he ffipu- 
lated, becaufe thfe niagiftrales and citizens of Franbfort pre- 
tended to have a riglit ot* refilling entrance to any king of the 
* h emperor, who had not been unammoufly elefted^ 

ihould have overcome his competitor, or at leaft 
inghis fix weeks and three days before the city without be- 

right^ fro- quefiioned by his rival. The eleftors promifed to comply 

ceed to the with 6untheF% demand, and aftually alfifted him in raifing 
eleSiion of an army fuflicient to compel the city to open its gates in cafe 
Gunther of a refufal. Accordingly, being denied adm.ilfion, he uii*- 
count of dertook the fiege of it, which having lafied two months, the 
Schwart- citizens were obliged to open their gates, becaufe Charles had 
zenburg, xtiarched to their relief. During his refiJcnce in this 

^ ,^”^^''^city he fell fick^ in confequcnce of having taken a medicine 
rknlun^es pliyficiaii had poifoned (T) ; and, during his ill- 

his claim powerfully fbllicited by the emperor Charles 

in famour preteullons to the empire, that at length he rc- 

^Charles, figned in his favour for the confideration of two and-twenty 
^»^/fl7^/^th6ufand marks of filver ; and dymg in a month after,' was 
foi/on, honourably interred by his competitor 
A. D.* Gunther, in aU probability, would have rejefted fuch 
* J49’ a fcandalous compofition, had not Ire felt his faculties and 
Health greatly impaired by the poifon he had received, and 
found himfelf abandoned by his beft' friends, wliom Charles 
had gained over to his intereft by flight prefents and magni- 
ficent promifes. Among ti^fe was Leiuisy mai*quis of Brati- 
denburgy who perfuaded Gunther to refign the imperil 
crown, and was for this good office invefled by the Bohe- 
mian with the marquifate of Brandenburg o. 


" Vide audl. flip, citat. Krautz Sax. 1. ix. c. 26 . • Struv, 


period, ix. fedl. vi. 

(T) The phyfician’s ftame was 
FredaHky fappofed to be bribed 
by Charles When he prefents 
ed the hwrdicinc, he was defired 
by one prefent to taile it before 
the emperor, (^leather y perceiv- 
ing him keiitate, prdered him to 
fwaflow part of it, and he obey- 
ed; upon which the count took 


the remainder : But obferving 
the phyfician's cbuitteniuycc 
changed, be fufpeflid the trear 
chery, and endeavoured by vo- 
mits to expel the poifon, which 
therefore had not an immediate 
As for Fredanht he died 
ifi three days (t). 


(i) BarrCf f, vi, p. 678. 
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CHARtEs, however, was rcfolved to chaftife the city of Charles 
^Frankfort for having received Gunther ; and, without having 
any regard to their pretended right, he deprived them 
of their privileges and fair, which he transferred to Mentz, f‘ra»hfort. 
Neverthelefs, he afterwards reftored thefei privileges, but 
taxed the city in the fujn of twenty thouland marks of filvcr. 

Being thus rid of all his competitors, he by his addrefs pre- 
vailed upon thofe eleftors who had oppofed him to confirm 
his eleftion, and with his emprefs, who was daughter of the h cron^n^ 
Count Palatine, received the crown at Aix la Chapelle from ed. 
the hands of the archbifliop of Cologne, During this cere- 
mony a quarrel arofe between the marquifles of Julicrs and 
Brandenburg, about bearing the feeptre ; and Charles him- 
felf inter poll ng, decided the difpute in favour of the mar- 
quis of Bra)idenhurg, after having taken the advice of the 
princes p. 

Charles, being univerfally acknowleged, began to em- 
ploy his mediation towards reconciling the partisans of Lewis 
with the holy fee, and the re-cftabii(lrment of peace in the 
empire, when all at once this happy profpedl was deftroyed 
by an infurreftion againll the Jews, whom the people con- A dreadful 
fidered as the authors of a dreadful plague, that ravaged the^%«^» 
coafts of the Mediterranean, and diffuied its contagion thro’ to 
Savoy, Switzerland, Alface, Suabia,' Franctjiia, aud 
other provinces of the empire. 

• The miferable Jews, detefted on the fcore of religion, * 
had lived uniler the immediate proteftion of the etnperofs 
ever fince their firfl: fettlcment in Germany ; and as many of 
them had acquired large fortunes^by ufury, they became the 
objefts of envy as well as of abhorrence ; fo that it was in 
the power of any enthufiaft or artful fehemer to expofc their 
nation to the fury of the populace, according to the didbates 
of avarice or fuperftition. At this juufburc they were faid 
to have poifoni^ the wells and fountains ; and this extrava- 
gant notion prevailed to fuch a degree, that the Je%vs were 
put to t}ie torture in Bonn and feveral other cities ; and, tholn^ho are 
they ftillrefufed to own the imputed crime, a great mtsCotr fnajjaered 
oTthbfe unfortunaie wretches were poniarded, burnt, 
dr6vl:ned,, by the incenfed populace ; nor was it iti the power dtws 
•of riie civil jcnagiftr^ites to prevent fuch cruel facrifices. At , 
&fswhurg common people, under* the* cbndudl of *^*^®** 
butcher, ,depofed the magiftracy; and invefting their chief 
wdth abfolute power, he ordered two thoufand Jews to be 
burnt alive, confifeated their effe^is, and decreed that no in* 

P Albert. Argent, Spiker. ad. an. 1349. 
*Mo0.Hist.Vol.XZIX. Y 
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diviJuals bf th^t nation ftiorild be admitted for 

the term of i oo years. 

Tho’ the popiilace werfe the perpetratm of this Inhutttfifn 
tragedy^ they were mftigared and abutted by fhe biftioj) atd 
feveral other noblemen, who owed CDnfidcfrable ftfms to tHe 
Jewy and took this method of difdhar^ing their debts ; ndr 
would they liften to any pacific rerins, until the fempefbr 
promifed, in behalf of the fnlFerers, that the fntttS Stte tt> 
them fhouid riever be demanded 9 (U). 

A. D. Charles, finding his finances exhaufted by thofc laf- 
rK^]^ geffes, in confequence of which he afeended the imperial 
Char es throne, and being moreover importuned by feme of the 
tolls perform the promifes he had made to them before 

upon the elcftion, endeavoured to raife fubfidies by impofltig tteW 
Rhine • taxes and tolls upon rivers, which had well nigh involved the 
whole empire in confufion ; for the magillrates of Strusbtir^g 
not only refufed to pay thefe impofitions, biit eVen blocked 
up the Rhins with flakes and chains, fo as intlrely to obftruft 
the navigation. 

This projeft mifearrying, the empetor had tecourfe to 
another expedient. He mortgaged the domains Of the erri- 
pire to divers noblemen and cities, ^nd allowed othere to re- 

s Lunic. t. vii. Arch, Imp. p. i8. 

(U) Daring this plague the during the term pteferibed for 
feft of Flagellant* revived; and their penance : they walked by 
this tafte for felf-difciplinc be- twos and threes in proceffion, 
came fo general, that crouds of with their eyes fixed itpon the 
people of all ranks, Texes, and earth, croifi^ on their cloaths 
condition, abandoned themfelves and hats, and a rich fiand^rd 
to this cruel Tuperflition. Two carried before them : their num- 
hundred of thefe difciplinants her acquired the addidon of one 
from Suabiay crolTing the Rhine^ hundred at Spin^ and increafed 
repaired to Spirty arid, alTem- ConfideraWy at StrasFurg : in 
bling before the cathedral, ftfip- Ihoi^, this confraieffilijr Wasiag- 
ped off their cloaths, and whip- niented to fonte thbdfibds, wl 
ped themfelves with fcourges became (b forixiidabie, that fhe 
'pointed with iron. The extre- pope fulminated bfdls, flfi cin- 
miries of tbe weather could not peror iiTued' edidb them, 
flop tjbem in their career: they and the princes refufel to .admit 
would not fpOak to any woman: them into their dominions ;rby 
they lay upon the hard ground, which pitcaufions allbadcoa* 
and admitted none into their af. fequenccs were proychtid, ;wd 
fociauon bat fuch as had where- the focicty in a little time dif- 
v.ithal to maintain themfelves pcl’fed(r). 

fj) Ctjtfiic, 
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thpiCe that were already mortgaged ; by which means 
he mifed a conilderable Turn of money* Hagu^nau purchafed, 
a|; a very high ra;e, an e;:p:empdoa fromibeing comprehended 
In the niiimber of thoie towjos tvhkh tlte noblemen united to 
their domains* It was confirmed in all the privileges con- 
ferred .upon it by Richard king of the RtmafiSi and particu- 
larly In that of its being uiialienable from the domains of 
thexmpire* The fame prerogative was afterwards bellowed and tfla^ 
upon all the towns of the prefc^tere of Alface j but they hlijhes ihe 
could never obtain an independency of the jurifdiftion of ih^juri/diBinn 
Grand BaUie^ ncyr of the princes whom the emperor had 
invcfted with that dignity. The imperial towns of Alface, in- 
deed, employed all their endeavours to free themfelves from the 
authority of the princes, which they apprehended would in 
time degenerate into oppreflion ; and they made firong re- 
monftranccs on the fubjeft to Charles, who, without paying 
tfaaleaft r^ard to their claims, mortgaged the prefefture of 
the province to Robert, count palatine of the Rhine, for fifty 
thoufand florins ; and the towns were, after fom*e reftitution, 
obliged to fubmit ^ 

In the raidft of thefe tranfajftions, the enemies of Lewis The impof* 
of Bavaria, marquis of Brandeid>urg, renewed the old vccir tun q/ the 
pofture of the pretended Waldeviar in the perfon of one frettnded 
Muller-Meincken, who confidently aflerted, that he was the Waldcmar 
real margrave returned from Palq/iine, and infilled upon be- tnargrave 
• ing.repoflefledof his dominions, which, he faid, were ufurp- ^ 
ed by Lewis of Bavaria. As he refemblcd the late margrave, 
and mimicked his deportment^ in cqnfequcncc of having been 
fais groom, the common people»efpoufed his caufe, which 
was likewife fupported by the dukes of Baxony, and thc’^-^^,.^. 
princes of Anhalt and Mecklenburg, enemies to Lewis of Ba- ances in 
varia^ tbenertbi 

The king of Denmark, incenfed at the countenance they 
gave this* impollor againll his friend, and brother-in-law, 
dfTwis, equipped a confideraljle fleet, and made a detent 
Iftpoa the territories of Mecklenburg, which he ravaged with 
•toJ.and fword ; then he undertook the liege of Berlin, tho* 
lie l^d ^not time to finilh that enterprize ; for the duke, who 
*had already defeated Lewis, furnamed the Rjman, brother ^ 
of the margrave, appeared at the head of a fttong army, and 
a battle mull have enfued, had not the mialllers di both 
-{kinces advifed an accommodation, which was eiFe<5led under 
the ot^bitratioQ of the king of Sweden, who decreed that 
Lewis the Roman Ihould ranfom his people who were taken 

^ Lvnic. Arch. Impcr. 
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prifoners, and abfolve from their oath of allegiance thofe 
towns of Mecklenburg antiently included in Wamlalia ; and that 
he (hould marry the i^ughtfer ‘of the duke of Mecklenburg^ 
who,* on his part, (hodld abandon the pretended IValdmar, 
Diet at Charles, who had likewife protedted this pretender, and 
Spren- 

even ifhied a decred in, his favour, thought proper to re- 
nounce him piiblickly in a diet lield at Sprcnherg\ and Lews^ 
furnamed the Romany being declared lawful pofTefTor of the 
eftates of Brandenburgs this counterfeit competitor dilap- 
peared. 

After the aHembly at Sprenbergs in which £rir, duke 
of Saxony, ceded to the king of Denmark a certain tribute, 
called Stuergeldcs paid by the regency of Lubec, which had 
been mortgaged to the Saxons, Charles returned to Prague^ 
which was the place of^his refidence. Here he had efta- 
bllfhcd a famous imiverfity, while yet no more than king of 
Bohcinia, and fet proper perfons at work to form a code of 
Charlfs laws to regulate the police of his kingdom. From hence he 
jeudsfuc- detached a body of troops to the Lo'w Countries to the affift- 
cours to tte of the .emprefs dowager, heirefs of thofe dominions, 
rmprejs {qjj William, who endeavoured to 

do^vager; of one*half of her poflelTions. She was a prin- 

cefs of a mafculine fpirit, and, with the fuccours (he received 
from England and Bohemia, took the field againft this undu- 
tiful child, whom (he defeated in a pitched battle, and com- 
pelled to retire into Holland, of which he was count. But 
he (bon re-appeared, at the bead of a more formidable army, 
affembled from Clcvcs, Guelderland, and the neighbouring 
<ir:bo is ds- provinces, and in his turn''obtained a complete viftory over 
ft'uted by his mother, who was obliged to fly for refuge inio England, 
her fon. An accommodation was afterwards efle6fed by the mediation 
William of the Englijh monarch, on condition that the emprefs (hould 
fnmit of reft contented with the po(reflion of Hainault, and William 
liolland. remain mafter of Holland, Zealand, and Friezland 

A. D. i^xjT the emperor did not Intercfl: himfelf fo much in this 
1351. 

contention, as in the deplorable condition of Italy, where an 
TheaJ'ctirs infinite number of petty tyrants, declaring themfelves inde- 
0/ Italy, 'pendent of the empire, as well as of the holy fee, commit- 
* ted every fpecies of outrage upon thole who were unable to 
John Vif- refift jheir power. The chief of the(e oppreflbrs was John 
conti n/tonii, arch 1 >ilhop of Milan. He made himfelf mafter of 

archbif'op the city of Boiggna, in direfl' contradicflon to the remon- 
Milan ftrances of the pope, who for tJiat reafon thundered out a 
makes him- excommunication agunft liim and his three nephews. 


* Chron. de Holl. & de Zel. 
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Gahazo, Bcrnabo, Viwi Matthew /the fons of ^Stef^hen VI f f If waiter 
fonti, ' , , # , < oABoIog- 

No j 

under 
people 

to maKe preparations for, eritc.i;pj*izcs of greater moment : 
in order to oppofe this formidable prelate, a league was 
'formed feetween the republics of Florence^ Pifa^ and fome 
other flatcs and Charles ft ut letters to the pope, in which 
he promifed to crofs the ^llpSy and challife that rebellious 
fdn of the church. 

The archbiftiop, apprized of his intention, was alarmed hut h a/ 
at the profpeft, and forthwith made ftron^ advances towards tgfctvards 
an accommodation with the pope, ^ho being himfelf jealous reconciled 
of the imperial powpr, and very unwilling to fee Charles In to the p$fc. 
the midfl: of Italy ^ gave ear to his folllcitarious, which were 
* backed with a large fum of money, and granted Him the iti- 
vefliture of Milan and Bologna^ after having :fbfolved him 
from the cenfure of the church ^ 

This reconcifiation did nqt.* divert the emperor from his 
purpofe of cro/Ting the Jlp'sf though his march was delayed 
for fome time by the domeftic troubles of Germany^ The Fhe tenvn 
inhabitants of Zi^rich, thinking themfelves aggrieved by the Zurich 
mal-adminirtration of jufticc, expelled their magiftrates, 

^ who interefted the count de^ Haps burg in their behalf, and , 
even prevailed upon him to undertake the Turprifal of the 
city. He accordingly, with /ome accomplices, entered the A* t?* 
town in difguife ; but being difpovered, he was taken pri- 
' foner and loaded with chains ; and the people, running to 
arms, ravaged his lands, and took poflelTion of his caftle of 
BapcrfwiUe, Thefe proceedings alarmed the dukes of 4u- fhe dukes 
Jlriuy wliofe pofTefTions lay contiguous tothofe of the count: ^Auftria 
they therefore efpoufed the quarrel, and formed a league form a 
‘ with Strasburg, Bafil, C'dinar^ ScelcJtadij arid Frihufgy in hague 
9 ^der to. curb the infoleiicc of Zurich, This town, feeing agamp it, 

' the ftorni rpady to buill upon its head, fortified itfelf yith 
' the alliance of Sn/iz, Uri, Underwald, and which lall, 

thpugh belonging to the houfe of HttPria, ' tefoiypd to^ake 
this opportunity of eftabliftiing its own iridependfency. ’ 

"Albert of Jujria, fiirnaaicJ the Sag/ Jiaving^ made 
fiiitable^preparadons for the war, demand^ the enlargement 
o{ fht^(;o\xht d^M^'ipsburgy which being refufcd by the inha- 
. bitants of Zurje/ he took the field, fully refolved to beliegc 
^the city; but /cVernl noblemen,^ forefeeing the'miferics of^a 


"WITHSTANDING thefe .nnathcmus, ,the .^rchbifhop, 
the fpecious pretext of' defending the liberty of the 
againft tne encroachments of tlii: Florentines ^ began i 


‘ VlLLANI, I. ii. C. 48. 

y 3 


civil 



3*6 ith Hifiory of Gexoan^, C. 7, 

diftr-AV^ inttrpofcd their good oiSSce^, and arhitr&tora wer6 
tnci is ac* cbofen to decide the^iffcrcilcc, which was compromii^ (A 
immftdat^ condition that thbconnt de Hapsburg Ihould be fet at libat 5 > 
and all the places rbftored which had bebn taken from the 
houfe of Auflria* ^ 

hut hrrakt Thi$ peace, however, was not of long duration. The 
M town of Zugj having enjoyed a tranlient tafte of die fweets 
of liberty, allied itfelf more ftriftly than ever to the con- 
federated S^wi/sp Albert complaining to the emperor of 
this aflbeiation, as a direft itrfraftion of the lafl: treaty, and 
a dangerous example in the empire, Charley interefted him- 
felf in the difputCj and, repairing to Cgtiflancey appointed 
proper perfons to treat with the and Endeavour to 
' terminate the affair in dh amicable manner : but, the confe- 
derates perfifting in their refufal to fubinit to the hbuie of 
Auftria^ all that he could obtain was a fufpenfioii fif arms, 
until a more foUd accommodation could be efib^ed : in 
the mean time he made a progrefs through Alfact^ where 
be eftablifhed fevcral wholefome regulations for the inalnte-^ 
nance of the public tranquillity. 

Charles Having performed this vifitation, he returned to Siraf- 
takes the burg, where, being importuned by duke Albett to taice 
fejd in vengeance on the rebellious Swifsy he levied an army, and 
^ advanced agaih(V the enemy, whom he found already ranged 
gatn^tht battle; but a difputc arifing between the duke 

A D Avjlria and the biftiop of Conftance about leading the Van, 
thefpiritof the officers was'^exhaufred in vain altercation; 
and the emperor, judging it improper to begin the attack 
while his commanders were fo divided among thetaf^ves, 
retired at leifure from the neighbourhood of Zurich, while 
Mhert remained to form the blockade of that city '*• 

? 3r4« On his return from this expedition he was made acquainted 
with the death of pope Clement VI. and the fucceffion of 
iimcent VI. to whom he«fent letters of Congratulation, 
which were anfwcrcd by the new pontif in very gracious 
terms ; but he could not yet execute his defign of going to 
Jtah, beeaufc he was detained by frefh commdtiqns in Ger^ 
memy. He was obliged to go and fupprefs a popuUr Infur- 
leflion at Nuremberg ; and to decide a competition between 
two {xetendH^rs to the archbiihopric of Mentz^ one of whom 
had been depqfed, and the other fubftituted in his robi^, by 
pope Clement VI. He confirmed the antient privileges c£ the 
church of Triers, incorporated Utface with the kingdom of 
Bohemia, renewed the peace with houfe of Bavc^rie^, 

9 Albert, CJirpn. p. 
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rqpciy^d frpp Lewis the imp^rW cAf^gns, wjiicb before this 
period he ^vou^ld not "|^en he ipade a circuit 

throAgh the provinces, to eftablUh pea^, apd eppciliate \ht 
affejEliops of fhe pp^pl^ s ^ pb»Uc entry into Mc;iiz 

as king of ; foj the ma^rates would ^ot veceiye 

him ' ip quality qi Htpg of ' the SiQtnans^ bceaiife he had aq t 
yet rccdvipd the imperial crown. * DurJhg bis flay in pis 
city;, he erefted jjic counties of Luxemburg ahd qf J^ar into 
duchies, infavopr of his brother 4nd'bis cqpfin, 

Rqhrt <& Bar, whetfe lordifeip of Poitt-armfen was likewim 
raifed into a mai auifate and principality of the empire *. 

r^ufated the affairs of Gertpany, ,aftd appointed ^ets ontfir 
Us hth^‘in-h^9 Pqkrt count palatine, vicar of the empire,. Italy i 
be refplyed to crofs the Jlp, aaQrdipg to an agrcfmeqt 
which he had made with pope hnocene VL By the heg\n- receipts 
ping or January be had arrived where he \|^as th$mn 

crowned iqhg of Lombardy pn the day of Bpi^hany. Frqp croyjn at 
thence be repaired to Pija, where he tarried lome time, in 
order tdcompqie the diriiGons df3^cany,,tni to/^civc hop- 
age from the cities of that promce; then he viiited 
na, from whence he rode poii 10 Bme, which he entered in 
difguife with fome of his nqbjes mMo/y Wcfky during which 
he viffted the pindpal churches of the city ; hut ou the day 
of the jeefurredion, which was fifth of ApriL he made 
a folemn procefllpn from b*s camp into fbe city, yyhere he 
was jqyfuliy received by the pope*s legate, .fenators, cf^gy, and the 
• and people of Pome, and on Bafier-dayr crowned with th^impirial 
emprefs \ who :had followed him from Germany for that cr(mn at 
^ . . Rome. 

Tnh ceremony was no foonarmerformed than he qujtpd He departs 
the'eity of in confequence of the agreement he had/rc« 
ihi^de with the pope, although the Romans came to 0^ him Rome an 
the governthenf of Rome as his hereditary right, and inu*eated the day of 
him to re-eftablifh. their gntient Uberty. He told the depu- corgna^ 
ties he would deliberate upon the propofal ; but^ being ap- * 
pfehenfive of fome trcacluiry,# he fneaked out of the eilt. 
the evenit^, on pretence of going to take the diverfion of 
^hnmih^ afterwards ratified, and confirmed, by autbeu* 
the promifes be had made to Clement znd tip 
‘--“njpg|pqpe,'f^ to the ptTg.udiec qf .the emUre, ip 

excited the indignation qi^-^rhe 
/f/trnms .^pd jhie contempt of .the Xhe 

of his retinue loo^qd JUpom his .coronation <as the a^ra tthe 

» Bar&b. t. vl p. 706, he feq* » Fi^rvRi, t. xx. 1. 96. 

y 4 empire’s 
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empire’s decay, as all her rights ia Italy were now totally 
and is in- annihilated. He fuftained divers infults on , the road, in his 
fulted in return to Germany : t^ere was an attempt made to burn him 
divers jn his lodgings at P// 5 , from whence he efcaped with great 
places of difficulty, after having feen fcveral perfons of his train maf- 
facred by the populace. The greateft part of the towns at- 
tached to the empire (hut their gates againft him : at Cremona 
he was obliged to wait without the walls two long hours for 
•the anfwer of the magiftrates, who at length permitted him 
to enter as a Ample ftranger, without arms of retinue, and 
continue for the {pace of one month only a (X). 

Supports He feemed to have renounced intirely the politics* of his 
predecelTors ; for he not Only difeouraged and rejefted the 
Guelphs proffers of ‘the es, who efpoufed the iriterefts of the 
w empird, but lie alFe£J:ed to treat them as enemies to religion, 
uioeincs. aftually 'fcnt a r^Woircqment of troops from Bohemia to 

the afliftance of the GUelphs, who by thefe means recovered 
fomc places which had been taken from the holy fee ; and, 
in conlideration of thefe fefvices, he was applauded and flat- 
tered by the pope and his dependents with the moft fulfome 
adulation. 

‘ While he afted this abfurd part in maintaining the tem- 
poralities of the pope, he feemed tp negleft the troubles 
^rouhUsin which agitated the northern parts of Germany^ A war had 
Low Gcr- broke out between the dukes of Mecklenburg and Stettin 
about fome frontier fortrefles, and was carried on with great 
violence for fOme years, until Waldemar, king of Denniark^ 
undertook the office of arbitrator, and efTefted an accommo- 
dation. Then marching againll the princes of Sclavia and 
Verh^ who had revolted, he defeated their forces and ravaged 
their dominions; where he committed great cruelties. After 
this expedition, he confented that a difpute, fubfifting be- 

* Barri, t. ii. p. 718. 

(X) The poet Petrarch^ who , " from the habitation of theC^- 
adhered to the party of the Gi- **Jars ! to be crowned emperor, 
kelines^ reproached him ip a let- “ and then prohibited from 
ter couched in thefe terms : “Yon “ reigning, or acting as chief pf 
have then promifed upon oath, " the empire : what an infult 
*' that you will never return to ** upon him who ought !b com- 
*• Rome, , What fhameful con* in^nd the univerfe to be ho 
; •* da0, in an emperor, to be com- ** longer mailer of ba| 

** pellcd by content him- be reduced to Obey his Owh 

felf with the bare title of CW- vt^al (|),’' . • , < ‘ 

I? far^ and exile himfelf for cvep 

IDe Pit* Stiit* 4 h. BSf* ^*^ '<• id* 
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tween him and the counts of Holfteitiy fhould be referred to 
the arbitration of Eric duke of ^xmy^ and Gerhard count 
de ffoja : they decreed, that his Danifb majcfty, to whom 
the counts of Holfein had ceded one-half of Fwiia^ Ihould 
rclinquifti all prctenfions to that county, and releafe the Hoi- 
Jlein prifoners which he had taken in thft laft war 

Besides thefe contefls, there were other difputes which 
haftencd the return of Charles to Germany ; namely, thofe pro- Germany, 
ceeding from an opinion of equality, which prevailed among 
the princes of the empire; and this opinion was derived 
from the eleftion of the emperors, the form of which was 
not as yet reduced to writing. The number of eleftors was 
not yet fixed, nor the quality limited to any particular 
princes ; for the principal ftates were in general called elcdl- 
ors, becaufe all had equally the right of voting. The em- 
peror therefore refolved to fettle this point, that due fubor- 
dination fhould take place, and future eleftions be performed 
without confufion or diforder. For this purpofe he ordered Con^vokesa 
a diet to be convoked at Nuremberg^ to whiclf the eleftors, dict^ in 
princes, counts, noblemen, and deputies of the free towns, 
repaired in great number : but, before the chief defign of 
their meeting was brought upon the carpet, the emperor 
ilTued a particular decree, touching a difference v/hich 
and Stephen, dukes of Bavaria, had with Robert count 
latine of the Rhine, The emperor had made an agreement 
with his nephews, the counts palatine, |that the right of vot- famous 
ing as an elcftor fhould be alternately exercifed by the chiefs ediBeallei 
of the two houfes ; and novv^the dukes of Bavaria wifhed to TheGold- 
fee this convention confirmed by jCharles, who, from his ha- cn Bulk 
tred to the polfcrity of Lewis, pronounced a fentence, by 
which this right of voting was verted intirefy in the count 
palatine, and the other branches of the Bavarian houfe were 
excluded from this privilege. 

Lewis the Roman approved of this decree, and for this 
inflance of complaifance received the invefliture of the mar- 
qiiifate of Brandenburg \ but Lewis the Elder and Stephen 

** Mevrsius Hill. Dan. 

(Y) Charles is juHIy reproach- empire; one by hts avarice, 'and 
ed for htj too great complaifance the other by his^ ambition to exf 
%f> the pope ; for, by the trea- tend the patrimony of Si. Peter, 
ties which were made between to the piejudi^e^f the imperial 
them, they feemed to aft in con- ^fs (i ). ^ 

for the deflniftion of the 4 

(X) Cm* Bam, /. i. p« 7371 
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prefeftted a xqcwffial to the diet, cctataioiz^ a ojF t}Kir 
pc^tcofiohs; and this being overlqqked, in /oqp, 

agaM»0 the dcqrce c. » 

Tsts jiffair bping dlfcaifed* tbp alTembly 49 li!^ated 
the other pp^-o jpporta,ot affair ; and it wa? qqt oulyifeldjyid,, 
that many enftoms, t^hiph had oever been jcdnqed to.tKririjm, } 
Aqnld, in the for® of conftitutions, be at^pented, M^ijnj’ie- 
veral regulations for the public good; bqt alfo tq.cpMqi^, 
and publUh th® celebrated edift touching the for® |pd cer 4 -, 
niQJues of the elation of emperors, the number 
their particular funftions, rights, and. privileges,* tr^ether 
with every circumftance relatii^ to the government ,<ff, tlie 
empire. This is the fapaops edift called The Galde/i Bull 
eou^^d of thirty ardeks, threo-aad-ewenty of »bich jvpre 
eofthrmed in this afflemhly* Wh'ire the eppcfrof fat qn h^s 
throne, wearing the crowp and other imperial qrnaments, 
and heard them read and ,puhiUhed with the qnaiiipiona 
confept and approbation pf all^erfept Tovvar/fs t})p lat- 
ter, end of tlwt fan® year anptlvir diet was held fit metz, 
where the other feyen articles were added in prefence of the 
fijfne deftors, priiK;cs,.and ftaies, as ,well ps of the cardinal- 
bUhop of /ilva^ .Gkarkf the pldeft fqn of ^rancCf who was 
dnlje of Ne/Tmndyt dapphin of Vieam, and the cny>sror’s 
fht tmpt- own nephejsr Jhis .qdift being, pnblhbed, with all the for- 
ror yrt- nudhues .neceCtary to mshn it a fundamental law of the empire, 

fares a theemperor,, in order (O' pot the articles in execution, pre; 
fefiiya!,flt pared n naagaiheept entertainment, pt which each of the 
•wbidr eleftors /hoidd excrcjfc his own particular funftion. Thq 
emprcla do their Voyal .rolhes, having heard f 
perform repaired to the place apjpoiated for the ^ival, 

to»/^r accompanied sby.aU prelates and priqces ; and being 'feat'ed 
funaitit. faded upoii.a fcaffoid in the manket-place, jLewz/ 

^ * * archbiihop of Mentz, Cmnon arcihbilhqp of Triers, apd Fre- 

ifersc stfcbbifiK^p of Cal^ne^ as urchtchaneellQB pi.Ceftacsnyy 
G«,vl, and italy, appear, ed on horfebaeije, each' having a f^ 
h^iog from Wneolii, .and.a letter id his right, hand . They 
were followed by the four fecular eleftors, likewife on horfe- 
back. The firff qf afiqfe duke of Saxony, 

•« jReMtqay *d»n. lasd.-a. >8. Rcur, t. yi. pi 724 

^..£tq. , .P jSyottp^eqnt t. i. p. 744. ,KRAKTa,J. »..& *9. 
Chroa..Qviut.*d[eM«tk.iei(.!$dst6*.:t. i..p. 40 b. ' 

**;'-■ 

(Z) So named from a .goUm ia(ei<t««l.at 4 he endof 4h>* hdhliy 
leal, called BsiHa, A tran(I|.- -of the empire, ” ' ’ 

tion of this famous edi£t will ^e 

a 
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■wiA a fflvcr peck, foil of oats in his right hand, «$ ardi- 
tna rfhal of the empire ; and, as it was^is fonftion tp regn* 
late the precedency, he alighted, ana put each of his col- 
ito his propw place. Then Otho marquis of Bran- 
dtniutjgi difmounring, prefented the emperor and emprcfs 
with water to wafli in an ewer of gold, placed in% hafoa of 
the Ikme metal. Hubert tire Red, count palatine of the Rhine, 
fetred Up the viffoals in {dates of gold ; and Winceflaas duke 
of Luxemburg and Brabant, the emperor’s nephew, repre- 
feuting foe king of Bohemia, who was the emperor bimfeMv 
placed uixjn one COTner of foe table agdden flaggonfoll of 
wine, of which be prefented a draught to the emperpr in a 
cop of gold. After the eieflors rode the marquis of Mifnia, 
and the count of SflhuBTfzenterg', great hnntfmcn, foimding 
their horns, who, being followed by their hounds, killed a 
flag and a bear in prefence of the emperor, t/rho, after din- 
ner, having beftowed {vefents upon foe eledtors, princes, 
counts, and noblemen, gave them fcave to depart, and put 
an end to the diet ^ * 3S 7« 

From Metz the emperor marched againfl the dnkes ofChadm 
Bavaria, who had formed a league with the princes of Au- mareJbee 
Jlria, in order to maintain their rights, which they conceived tie 
were invaded by foe golden bull ; and he compiled them 
renounce this alliance, and agree to dn accoinmfoiadon on «***»«• 
reafonable terms. Then he took the route to Prague, where ‘ 35^* 
be finifhed the citadel of Carleflein, not Without attraffoig the 
jealoufy of his {ubjefts, whom, hoWeyer, he found means 
to appeafe, by reminding them of the care he took to increafe 
and confirm their prefogatives in the golden bull. 

But one article of that famous conftifUtlon produced J3i fieri- 
great difluibance in fome of thc'lmiterial towns. This re- mnttieeca* 
lated to the PhaWurgers, or falfe burghers; and ordained, 
that the burghers belonging to any prince (hcAld not be re- the Phal- 
ceived as free citizens in the. imperial towns. The defign of bnigers ; 
foU law was to prevent fubjeffs from withdrawing them&v^ 
from the obedience and domiuion of their natural lords ; but 
under this pretext the princes endeavoured to deprive the 
peqple pf the undoubted right they have from nature to fluft 
foe place of foeir refidence, in order to better thdr fltuatioa 
io fife. Among others, the inhabitants of ^tratburg were 
ea^rt^ forbid to give the freedom of tbrir city to<ftram^s ; 
pud tlus prohibUkm thpy r^efted, as ilh in&ii^^ent offofor 
'i^ilrH^s, 


' i.ii. c. ?7. 
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and aland WHILE thus deferuied its rights fi^om iiinpyar 

?/* tion, Alfa^e was rav^ed by a troop of roobets, who diiUijir. 
^ooten^ gnilhed themfelves by the appellations of Malandrines, T^ri 
Tard comers, and Great Companies. Tijey were 

nas originally formed of deferters from the armies of trance and 
England, !wd grew ^to fuch a pitch of infolence and power,' 
that the emperor was obliged to aflemblcr the forces ..of the 
empire, which drove them out of Germany. Then they 
marched towards Avignon, in order to lay the pope and car- 
dinals* under contribution ; but finding it impraflfcable to 
n^ake themfelves mailers of that place, which was defended 
by the marquis de, Montferrat, the greateft part of t^eni 
inlifted under the banners of that experienced commajjjdcr, 
who led them againll the Apla^m/c, whom he defeated in fe- 
veral engagements ^ ^ , 

^heempt- ^ On his return to Bohemiaihh whole care was engrofled in 
ror returns accumulatii^ treafuie, and pxtpding the frontiers of his hc- 
Bobc- reditary kin^om, which he coofidered as his real patrimony. 

had already augmented it with the addition of SUefia, 
bis njjhok of Poland ; and Lufatia, which was fief of 

.thecn^pire,; nay, he even fold new privileges to fevefal cities, 
and for money incrcafcd the rights and power of other do- 
inz fUmex, i^luioiis. He left no llEpne unturned to enrich himfeli* ; but 
and aug^' anticipated the wilh of thofe who wanted to fell, give, mort- 
menting alienage, the lands and privileges of the empire, as 

bis heredi- tf; he, had entered Into a league with foreign princes, in order 

iary domi- lO Weaken its poWCT ^ (4).* 

niom. , Im pt,hcr refpcfts be was nert a bad prince, although the 
A. p. Germans hav^ no great caufe to .applaud his reign, becaufc 
* 35^* be expreffed noaeal for the, glory and dignity ot the empire. 
Enm- ft muft be confeJfTpd, nevcrthelefs, that he pofiefled foihc 
rages the qualities that were very commendable ; he was perfeflly well 

, - acquainted 

6 Barre, t. vi. p. 747* ' Avent. Ann. Boior. 1 . vii. 

P.6J9- , , , . . 

(A) The incorporation of vince of Lufatia^ upon which l^e 
thcfc’ two provinces with the had long looked with* a Wilhful 
kingdom of Bohemia involved eye. In order to deteritiin^ this 
him in a war wlfh the dnke of difference, the two princes took 
Aufiria, who reprcTentod to the thesfield ; and the exnpe^a«per«> 
ftiiies; the bad c<tnfeq«lncc of ceiying himfrlf greatlyiftrfertor 
fuch an alienatibn from the em- to the enemy, he fedaced by his 
pire ; but his real motive was to promifes three of the* duke*8 
appropriate to himfeif tbd pro- principal officers, who perfuaded 
" their 
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acquainted with the languages, and an encQUfagcr of the ii-*ifi/»r<i/ 
beral arts. An illuftrious proof of hi^ munificence in thi$T«''/^> rr- 
particular is tlie univerfijry of Prague^ which he founded 
the model of that of Pjzris^ having procured copies of its 
ftatutes, while he was employed in his ftiidies in France, He 
cxprefFed great averfion to the ambition ind ppmp^of cccle- 
fiaftics, which was at tliat time exceflive, and even made 
public remonfti ances to the bifliops, when they gave him atunti^e 
reafon to complain on this head K He applied himfelf with fi^g 
extraordinary care to the adminiftration of juftice, and ufu- miniflra- 
ally fat in perfon as a check upon the judge ; but, on the tion of ju- 
other hand, he was iiiexcufably remifs in the affairs of Italy ^ flics, 
where every thing relapfcd into the utmoft confufion. He fgH^ 
had fold, for a large fum of money, to the dukes called Sforza^ if„pg^ 
the vicariate of Lombardy^ with the fiate of Milan ; and he rial jurif- 
found his own private intereft in negledling to recover XkizdiBions in 
cities of Padua^ Verona^ Vicenza^ together with the other Italy, 
dominions of the empire and their jurifdiftions, which the 
Venetians had gradually appropriated to thcmfelves, and now 
peaceably enjoyed. 

1’he princes of the empire, excited by the univerfities of 
Germany y reprefented to him, that, among the bulls of pope 
Clement VI. there were fome that reflefted difgrace upon 
him and the Germanic body, efpecially that which imports 
the emperors to be vaffals of the pope. In confequence of 
• this reprefen ta tion, Charles wrote to his holinefs, defiring * 359 - 
that this odi6us infinuation might be cancelled ; but him- Difference 
cent VI. gave him to underftand, that it was become a funr between 
damental law of the church ; aifd, in order to amufe the the empe* 
emperor in his turn, fent the bifhop of CavcUllon as his pre- 
late into Germany to demand the tenth of all ecclefiaftical 
revenues for the benefit of the holy fee. This extraordinary 
demand alarmed the clergy and the princes oit Germany to 

* Naucl^r.* gener. 46. 

their mafter that the emperox’s when the traitors came aftcr- 
fprees were infinitely fd peri tr to wards to demand their recom- 
hts, and produced a forged lift pence 6f the emperor, he expell* 
of his troeps, which they pre- edthcm'fromhis'courtwithdif- 
t<jnded to have intercepted. In grace, and even ‘threatened to 
cpofcquence of thefe treachef- detect ^nd driblet them to the 
ous repirefeiitations, the duke duke, W)iom had betray- 
thought proper to corifult bis ed (i). 
fafety by a precipitate flight 

(i) C^flinian, in Carets, IV, Cafare, 
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{tuSi ftde^eei kim tht emperor convoked a diet at to 

delibefate upon the and the refnlt of their deKb^iv* 

tloni was a flat refifi’l dtelivered to the nuncio, with heavy 
compfeints of the pope’s prdfumption ^ (B). 

At this period the pi^ifices firuatcd in the ccnire of 
Trouikstn rhany enjoy^ peace*" and tranquillity t but Charles feemcd to 
xjeg^jeft the northern parts, which were altnoft always in- 
?j^cr- voiced with Walimat king of Denmurh^ who, by impofing 
a fevcre tax upon the Jutlcmders^ bad provoked thefe people 
to revolt, and they were fupported by the duke ot Siefivick 
and the counts of Holflein. In the loginning of this war 
the confedemtes were fuccefsful ; but, in the fequel, Waldc^ 
mar defeated their army, razed the fortifications of Gamherg^ 
conquered the inlands of Langeland and Jl/en, and compelled 
them to fue for peace, which was accordingly ratified at 
Stra^und K 

Bernabo Mcan while pope Innoceftt implored the affiftancc of the 
Vifeonti emperor againft Bermbo VifeontU lord of Milettiy whd was 
hejieges rfitn employed in the fiege of Bologna, which was garrifoned 
B^ogna, ]5y troops of the holy fee ; but all that he could obtain 
from’fli^rrfer was an imperial ^iff, commanding Bernabo to 
Mdltt ila w^hidh Vijemvti treated with great contempt ; and Bo-^ 

kgnft would certainly have fallen into his hands, had not 
I Galeot Malatejia entered in the night with a confiderable re- 
^ ' iriforcement ; and next day, making a vigorous fally, defeated 
the enemy with great fkughter. 

YteT the emperor’s mdiflbrencc on this occafion was not fo 


remarkable his totall neglcft ©f the commotions in Lower 


^ Fleur I. Hifl. Eccleliafi. t. xx. 1 . 96. * Huitfeld. 

Hift. Dan. c. tii. 


(1^ The empeior, having re? the fecoler noblemen had at dif- 
folved to reform the German ferent times ufurped from eccle- 
clergy, communicated to thebi-^ »fiaftiea. CbarUtf In order to 
ikops the meafures he bad taken pacify Innocent^ whofe refent- 
4brthat porpofe, and threatened meat he dreaded, publiibed the 
to . iequeHrate the teveniies of^ famous conflitudon called 7he 
Ihofe who ihonkl refufe to obey Caroline Stdl^ canceUiiffi all the 
4iis orders. The pope, beUev- flatatei or relations wnich had 
dng the honour and liberty of been made to the pr^gudice of 
ecclefiaftks at flake, defired the ecdefiaflical liberty, and de- 
emperor to ibifsear medding noonciog the fev^cA penalties 
with the reformation of the cler- agakifl thofewhoiboiild aggiieve 
gy, which was his province, the prrfims of the eloifiy (i) • 
infifled upon his refloring what 

{ 1] Coldafi, C 9 nfiiU Imptr, t, S. p* 9 a* 
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GetHteOif. in^ h^s towns,- Mnginteritf;^a rft thilr cott* Tht hmt 
merce by the Danes^ had craved his Hrdteftlo'n hi repcSited to^wns 
fbllicitatlons, which being denied, they f^ne'^ed theh* aniient maintain 
alliance, entered mto a kagne with the king of Nbr*wiiy^ tJk ^ ‘war a- 
duke df Mtcitlehburg^ arid the cbimt of Hnlftein^ arid e<|trip- 
pi rig a coriliderabie fleet, laid Copenbageh under coritributiori. 

The War was maintained for feme *dme with various fuccefi, 
tillat length, all parties being tired of hoftiKties, an acedrix- ^ ' 
modation took place, though not until his Danijb m^efty 
fhadc fatisfa6^?on for the damage his fubjefbs had done to the 
ti-ade df the confederates 

In the courfe of this year the empfefs was delivered of a 
Ton, \vho was baptized by the name of Wincejlaus, and his 
birth was folemnized with great magnificence ; but the noble- Charles 
men, difiktisHed with the floth and indolence of Charies, pre- negUSis 
fented to him a remonfirance, importing, that the occupa- the afairs 
tion’s of an etriperor confified in holdirig diets, vifiting x\\toftbtm^ 
pro^nces, adriiinifiring juftice, and maintainirig good order, pirt i 
He paid, however, no regard to thefe reprefentations ; bitt 
replied to the deputies, that he was not at all difpofed t6 
maintain an emperor in the provinces with the revenues of 
Bohemia, In a word, he was by this time grown extremely and grmts 
covetous, and fold privileges to all the noblemen and towns ixtrmeiy 
that chofe to pay the price he demanded. The town of DilU^ avariti^ 
in Upper Alface, purchafed the power of infll(5fing death 
upon certain criminals, and even of conferring the right df 
bufgherlhip on all perfons whatever, not excepting the vafTals 
of the noblemen, if they wefe not reclaimed Within the year. 

The bifhop of Strasburg paid a round fum for uniting to his 
fee the lancfgraviate (C) of Alfaccy and feveral fiefs Which had 
been poflefied by the counts of Oettingen ; and it might have 

* PotffTAN. Rer. Bauic. Hift. 

' emperors, ind others upon the 
was ori^ibaHy a eexmmiflion given bilhop, or fome powerful noble- 
by the ertf^rofs td a certain no- man of the' province ; fo that 
biemanv conflipi ting him judgqi the landgravev nOt only received 
and governor of a province, the in veftiture of their office, and 
fuamditt fe *bentgejferit ; but in its fiefs depending upon the 
xik pquel it Became an heredi« empire, from the emperor him- 
^^f » affdbefidea the rights fel^ But they were likewife ob- 
afid privities attfiehed "to the liged to do ^homage for the 
'd^fty'^hereweretertain fiefs dther fiefs to the lord para, 
united' to it, ‘of which fblne de- amount (i). 
pended im tried lately upon the 

(i) Cotta Qat^U IV» apud Ok’-ecLt. in 
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* " becD faid of Charles, that he bought the empire wholefele, 

aod fold it by retail 

John bifhop oiMhasburg by this new acquiiitiott excited 
th^ jealoufy of the inhabitants of Haguenm, vvho committed 
hoftilities upon bis vaffals, and obliged him to :takethe field 
at the head of am sfrmy, with which he ravaged their terri* 
A. D. even invefted^thcii; city: but a peace was foon 

1163. concluded by the mediation of Bur card burgrave of Magda^ 
burg. 

W'ar THESft'troubles^were.hardly appeafed when other difturb* 

bretiks out ances arofe from the death of Lewis duke of Bava$$a, who 
between having made'no.regulations in bis will> touching the tutorage 
the houfe of his fon IShnchard, by his fecond wife Mauljlach^ 

^Bavaria hebefs of Carinthia, his brother Stephen took, charge of the 
and Au- young, prince, who dying in a few months, , his tutor was^ac^ 
knowleged duke of Bavaria,, and received the inveftiture 
from, the emperor : hxxi <Margaret.Maulftach, who hated the 
Bavarian hopfe, made a formsd; ceffion of all her righi and 
preteufions . upon the Tyrol, the county, of Goritz, apd the 
tei'ritory dtuated between the Inn and the Adige, to Rodolpbus 
of Auftria, , who promifed to take her for his wife ; fo that a 
war broke out between the houfes of Aujiria and Bavaria ; 
and . pope fJrpan , : who h^d fucceeded Imment, prevailed u pon 
both parties to-*agrcc to a truce, for three years, in confe- 
quence of which each competitor reared to his own domi'* 
nions ' 

Theempe- Abqu,t, this period, Peter de Luftgnan, king of Cyprus, 
ror Join, finding himfelf unabk to withfiund the power of the Egyp- 
died in jfwzjbltan, repaired to Avignon to foliicit fuccours againll 

*vain for the infidels, and perfuade the pope to fet on foot a new a u- 
fuccour to fqj- (he couqueft of Jeri^alem* His holinefe and the 
Peter of France feemed very well difpofed to promote this en- 

Lufignan . but aU^ their remonljrances .had. no effeft upon the 

mg of gjupergr, who was oot the man to facrificc the tranquillity 
,htt enjoyed'to the profpeflof r.ncertain conqueft ; nor would 
tlie Gertnm princes, though feverally exhorted by Urban to 
engage in fuch a glorious expedition, affift his Cyprian ma- 
jefty with^any thing but feir jfffomii’es, which they had ho 
intention to perform. 

An aceom-' Chables, however, to manifeft his regard for the fuccefleS: 
modation oF St, Peter, iuterpofed his good offices to terminate the 
^dlfd bt.'vfhich ilili raged in Italy, between the pope and SernahKif" 
i'u;ecn the conti ; and finding the latter extremely obftiaate, znd JUfimtFe 

^ n Spiner. t. ii. I. ii. c. 2. ^AuLzastTT. am-Boic. gent* 
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. to an accommodation, he ordered all the vicars of the etnpire^e;^ and 
la Italy to take arms, and purfue that pi^nce, a$ an enemy 
God, and a rebel to the erojrire. It was^o^ng to this vigor- Vifconth 
ons ftep that Viftmti began to Men to terms of peace, that A* 
were confirmed by a treaty ; in confequence of which he was * 
abfolved from the fentence of excommunication p. , 

Th£ em^ror, notwitbftanding his pacific difpofition^ in- Charles 
volved himlelf in a qtiarrel with Leviis king of Hungary^ quarrth 
whofe mother he had afperfed ; and the licence of his tongue 
would have intailed upon him a very troublefomc war, had 
not the afikir been compromifed by the mediation of thq popei 
who interefted himfclf greatly in the caufe of Peter de Lufig^ 
nan^ and forefaw that no fubAantial ailiftance could be 
granted to that monarch while the princes of Europe were at 
variance among thcmfelves. Immediately after this accom- Marries 
modationi Charles^ being a widower, married Elizabeth^ the daugh* 
daughter of Bugijlaus duke of Vomer ania^ and grandchild oUer 
Cafimtr king of Poland^ who defrayed all the cxpence of the giflaus 
nuptials, which were celebrated with incredible magnificence ^ 
at Cracovia ; nor was her reception at Prague inferior to the * 

* pomp and fplendour of her marriage ; for the emper<»* feem- 
cd to have laid afide his natural diipoiitioQ on this occafion. 

It mu ft be owned, that he knew holv to counterfeit thofc 
virtues he did not pofTefs % he coiirtcd the efteem of ftrangers^^’^*' 
by a (hew of hofpitality ; he engaged in great defigns, 
he had not fpirit enough to execute ; he cmbclfifticd Prague^ Pitots of 
encouraged learning, proje^ied a feheme for the reformation ^ 
of monks, and railed the abbots of Fulde^ Weijfemhourg^ Kem^ WeifTem** 
pteriy and Motirbach^ the moft rich and powerful monks of bourg, 
Germany y. to the rank and dignity of princes % Kemptea, 

His tranquillity was again invaded by another body of free* 
booters, who made a frelh irruption into Alfacey where they badi, 
plundered towns, villages^ and pailengers, with impunity ; ^ 

while another army of banditti, under the command of 
nold de Carnolley furnamed The High Prieft, fell upon Cham^ Allacc is 
pagne to the number of forty thoufand, pillzged xht open again m- 
country, entered Bar and Lorraine, laid Metz under coacti^^^aifir^i/ fy 
bution, and afterwards, marcblng into Alface, made incur- the ham^- 
fions to the gates of Strafiurgi Charles being apprized andet 

thefc outrages, and prefled by the princes of Germany to op^ 
pole the prpgrefs of fuch lawlcfs ruffians, at length took the 
field, and/ having put the moft expofed places on the 
in a pofture of thence, m ‘.rehed towards Strasburgi Hj-b 

he was joined by a ftroeg reinforcement. Arnold, who had * 
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fhey art ilbmtnittid drieadful ravages in the neighbourhood, finding 
txfelled ly hitnfelf unable to ccjpc with the imperial troops, and having 
empe- made certain propofals, which were rejected, took the refo-* 
ror attht lutioii to retreac into Burgundy^ where he was afl&ffinated by 
head 0/ his own followers, who were foon difperfed after the death of 

chief. • 

’ On tlie emperor’s return from this expedition, his coun- 
^ cil having reprefented to him^ that he ought to aft with more 
Has an in^ fpirit in Italy^ and hinder the rights and dominions of the 

ter^ie^iv empire from falling into the hands of the firfl: comer, he rc- 

fwith the folved to go to Avtgnon^ and conclude an alliance with Ur* 
pope at A. V. and feme of the princes of Italy y againft BeniabOy ty- 
vjgnon ; rant of Mii m. Thei e he was honourably received by the 
pope, and during his ftay they treated each other with reci- 
procal marks of the moft finccre friendflhip. I'he emperor 
was prefent In his imperial robes at a folemn mafs which* tlie 
pope fung on’the day of Pentecofty after which he went to the 
city of Arlciy and was crowned by the hands of the arch- 
etnd en- bilhop ; then he returned to Avignon^ where the treaty was 
gages to concluded between him, the pope, and feveral Italian princes, 
march againft the ufurpers of the church-lands, and thofe belonging 
Italy a* empire in Italy ; and as he obliged himfelf by the 

gainji ^he to alfemblc, as foon as polfible, a number of troops 

church^ march againft thefe ufurpers and their adherents, his holi- 

nefs granted a tenth upon the clergy of Germany to help him 
to defray the expence of the war. The enterprize, how« 
ever, was not fet on foot till three years after ; fo little had 
he at heart the concerns of the empire on the other fide of 
the Alps ; nay, as an riuthfcntic proof of this difregard, fome 
hlftorivans relate, that for one dinner, which he received from 
Lends duke of Anjou ^ brother of Charles V, at Vtllcneufy near 
Avignon, he yielded to France the fovereignty of Daiiphmy, 
which had been referved to tlac empire by the donation which 
Humbert, the lall dauphin, made of that province to the 
crown of France ^ « 

I'hr chief defign, however, of the affembly at 
in which a gre it number of princes affifted, was to deliberate 
iiix>n means lor fubduing thofe vagabonds who infefted the 
proviiKcs, and for afliliing the king of Cyprus againft the 
ibltan of Eg^pt ; but Charles, inftcad of confenting to the 
meafures which were propofed for the relief of that prince, 
reprefented tl\e necclTuy of forming a crufade againft the 
Turks, who had already taken Adrimople, and threatened all 
Chrifteiidom with deftruftien. 

Theod. Niem. Union, traft. 6. 
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After nnch altercation the aflembly brc^e np, Vritiiotit 
having come to any refolurions on thae interefting fubjeds. 

The banditti continued their devaftations to the very gates of 
: Avignon^ fo as to endanger the perfon of the pope, who on U^- 
this account haftened his departure for Rome, after that city 
had been deferred by the pontifs for the fpacc of fixty-two 
years ; yet, as the Vifeontis were mafters of all the paflages 
of tile AlpSy and Urban was not at all difpofed to put himfelf ^ V * 
in their power, he embarked on board a galley belonging ^ 
to the queen of Naples ^ and made his entry into Rome, where 
he was received with great honours by the clergy and the 
Roman people^. 

He had follicited the emperor to march againft the Vifem- 
its, who continued to tyrannize over the ftates and cities de- 
pending upon the Roman fee ; but Charles was refolvcd fo 
gratify his own indolence, and eXcufed himfelf from leaving 
his doniinions, on pretence of the war, which was now re- 
vived between the dukes of Auftria and Bavaria, Thcfe TheJuhs 
princes had aftpally taken the field to decide their prctenfions <7/Atr<lria 
to the Tyrol^ and the armies were in fight of one another, and Bava- 
when Italdemar kirig of Denmatk arrived from the emperor's rhi take 
court, and prevailed upon the contending paa:ties to agfee to *ht field 
the prolongation of the truce 

Waldemar had no fooncr tranfadfed this affair to the fa- ^ticbother. 
^ tisfadiion of the emperor, than he was called to his own domi- 
nions, in confeqiienc^ of a revolt in Sweden ; and in the mean A. D. 
time a war was kiridlcd in Lo'iv^r Saxony by count Egon, who ^3^®- 
'endpvourcd* to make himfelf mafter of to which 
he had fome prctenfions, as Avoyer, or defen^pr. The inha- Ftibourg 
bitants, who had declared themfelvcs independent, venturedA^^'f"^^ 
to meet his forces in the field, and were defeated ; and Egm . 
ceded his right to the houfe of Auftria, in confideration of a ^ 

fum of money ; fo that Fribourg loft that liberty which it had 
maintained for feveral years , 

Visconti ftillperfifting in his hoftilitics, zni Urban in 
his follicitations, the emperor at length determined to crofs 
the Alps at the head of an army. With this view he em- 
ployed fotjie time in putting the aflairs of Bohemia in order ; 
and being fupplied by the princes of Germany with a ftrong 
body of forces, he began his march ior Italy. 4iis firft ope- 
l*ations were directed againft Verona, which he took by af* 
fault, while the duke oi' Auftria reduced Vicenza, and com* 

* Vit. Pap. Aven. t. 1 . Hvitfelu. t. iii. ad. an 
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pelled the inhabitaats to renounce the alliance of the Vifcpntis. 
Bernabo^ finding hirifclf unable to cope. with the imperial 
forces, joined by thofe of the pope, fet on foot a negotiation 
Mahs by means of his fon-in-la\v, Stephen duke of Bavaria ; and, 
peace being made, the pope confirmed the treaty, which was 
the Vif- not much for the nonour of either * 
contis. Notwithstanding this accommodation, the emperor 
Wfr/w/f«P'^nifl.ied the towns and noblemen who had followed the fof- 
the priui- tuiies of Beniabo^ by revoking the privileges they had ob* 
h'ges of the tallied from his predecciFors, and remained deaf to all their 
rehdlious remonftraiices and intreaties, until they found means to ap- 
u-MHs, peafe him with fums of, money ; and then he not only reftor- 
ed, but augmented their pierogatives. 

Having nothing elfe to fear from this quarter, he conti* 
nued his march to Viterbo^ where he was met by his holincfs. 


Them^ 
preft i$ 
ironjoned 

mt Rome. 


whom he accompanied to Rome^ where he held the fiirrup 
till the pope alighted, after having led his horfe by the bridle 
to St. PetefSy in which the emprefs was crowned at the altar 
on the feaft of All Saints ^ having been tirft anointed by the 
cardinal biftiop of OJlia This ceremony being performed, 
the emperor quitted Rome^ and retired to Tufeany^ where he 
Raid fome months ; during which he exadled a great deal of 
money from the cities, and even from Florence itfelf, which 
was fain to purchafe his forbearance. Then, returning to 
Germany^ he convened a diet at Franlfort^ where meafures 
, were taken to maintain the peace of the empire, and in par- 
ticular an imperial edift was publiftied, in oraer to prevent the 
War hi- feuds that ufed to rage among the nobles. Thefe precau- 
twin thi tions, however, did not hinder Magnus duke of Brunfwicky 
^ke of bifhop of Hlldcjbcim^ from taking the field 

againft each other : a battle enfued, in which the latter was 
^j^ofious. I'hc war was rcnew'ed h^Otho duke' of Lunen- 
burg^ who refolved to revenge the difgrace of his kinfman ; 
and after they had fatigued each other with marches and 
counter-marched, a treaty of peace was concluded. This 
quarrel did not fo much difturb the emperor, as did tbe 
. war which broke out afrefli between the pope and Vifeonti, 
Viiconti laft obtained a viftory over the troops of his holincfs,. 

tbe filled the whole counuy with outrage and devaftation. 
had i^courfc to Lewis king of Hungary ^ Svho aftually 
fypi ; levied forces to inarch to his affiftance ; but he ^uld not 
pbtain the pemiiffion of the emperor for his palling the Alps^ 
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bccaufc Charles was jealous of his defigiis ; yet he fent fuch^«/ is fain 
intimidating meflages to Bernaho^ as ijiduced him to recall H/ui f9r 
his troops from the territories of the church, and make the 
fir ft advances to a pacification, which the pope would have 
rejefted, had not he been prefled to accept them by the em- ’ 37^ 
peror, who dreaded ^he thoughts of the Hungarians entering 
Lombardy^ apd therefore importuned Urban to embrace 
the propofals of Bernabo * . His holinefs did not long 
furvive this pacification ; for he died in a few months on his 
return to Avignon^ and was fucceeded by Peter Roger do 
Maumontf who aJflumed the appellation of Gregory XI, and 
fent intimation of bis promotion to the emperor and other 
Chriftian princes. Among thefe, IValdemar king of Denmark ne Jut- 
begged he would incerpoie the papal authority in his behalf, landers 
with the counts of Holjlein^ and the duke of Mecklenburg^ revolt 
who fuppwted the Jutlanders in a revolt, and even formed 
fuch a ftrong alliance with the king of Sweden^ the duke of Walde- 
SlefiuiCj and other princes, that IValdemar was obliged to fly 
from his own kingdom to the court of the emperor, who ^ 
would afford him no other afliftance than fomc letters of re- “**** * 
commendation to the marquis of Mi/nia, the duke of Stettin^ 
and fome other noblemen, whom he exhorted to take arms Ugfd to 
in defence of the Danijh king. quit his do* 

His embafly to the pope met with no greater fuccefs ; for minions ^ 
Gregory having heard the complaints of the Juthnders, who 
•accufed the king of tyranny and opprcflion, he advifed him 
to reform his ebarafter, and ftrive to regain the affeftions of 
his people by a milder admin'rftration. Difappointed in his ^ 
hope from the emperor and his holinefs, IValdemar fet on foot 
a private ncgociation with the towns of IVandalia, which hut is af 
having detached from the les^ue, he retook pofleflion of his temssards 
domiaioA, confirmed the treaty of Stralfund, and obtained rsfored* 
a deed from the bans towns, by which they obliged them- 
felves to reftorc to the crown of Denmark, at the expiration 
of fifteen years, thofe places m^cania which had been mort- 
gage to them for that term Charles (B), without interefting 

* SARaS, t. vi. p. 81 2. ^ PONTAN, Hlfl. Dar. 

, (B) While he was one day l^ng to be examined ; and the 
hunting in a fbreft, he obferve water being founfl hoc and me- 
a flag and an hound fall into a dicinal, it was called by the 
fountain, and afterwards lofe name of Oarletbad, or CharltsU 
their hair. In confequence of Bath (i). 
this i;einackf he ordered the * 
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greatly ia thefe contentions, enjoyed hiMelf at hia 
cafe in PragHCy wherL the arts and fciences flouriihed under 
Jf^ar his proteftion ; but, in the midfl: of thefe literary amufc-^ 
the meats, he was alarmed with the new^ of a quarrel between 
emperofe his brother Wmcejlaus^ duke of Luxmbutg and Brabant ^ and 
the duke of which laft is faid ti^ have countenanced 

^ robbers, who committed outrages on the high- 

theduke Wmaejhus being vicar of the empire in the Loxv Cmm- ’ 

Tuliers. intendant of the highways, feat deputies to the. 

A. D. doke of Julirrs to complain of his coodu<ft ; and thefe being • 
treated with contempt, he raifed an^ army, at the head of 
which hie entered the dominions of the duke, who drfeated 
^ncl took him prifoner. The emperor, being apprked of his 
brother’s, difafter, refolved to take ample yehgcance on the 
viftor ; and, in a diet ^xAix la Chapelle^ commanded all the 
dukes, counts, barons, and noblemen, there affeinbled, to 
furnifti their proportions of troops, that he might lay wafte , 
the dukedom of Jitliers with five and fword. But he was 
diverted from his purpofe by the in-tercelTion of the eceJefiaf- 
tical ekftors, and the princes of Bavaria, wfcb prevailed 
upon their coufin the duke of JuBers to relcafe Winc^aus and 
all ihc prifoners without ranfom, and alk pardon on his knees 
before the eitiperor, who raifed him up, and embmeed him, 
jji token of reconciliation 

- -So ipany mifehievous confequcnces were produced by thefe 
Pmeed' petty Wars between the nobkinen of the empire, that ■ 

ingsof a in order to remedy this diforder, convoked a diet at Nurem^ 
berg, where it was decreed by an edift, that no prince or 
noWeman, who conceived *^himfelf aggrieved by another, 
flibuld have rccourfe to arms, --till the cKpiration of two 
months after the offence received ; and this law, called The . 
Hlpgulation q/ Sixty Days, was of fignal fcrvicc in.€be cmr ^ 
pire. This conftitution bciug enafted, Charles rekpftd into 
his former indolence, and feemed to renocnoc intireiy the » 
interefls of the empire in Italy. He wiiibed at the enters! 
prizes of Gregory upon the kisgdoms of Naples and Sicily t 
he refufed to afiift the holy fee againft the incurfjons of Ber^ 
Hungary whom no treaty could rtfirarp lent a 

is threat- follicitations of the pope, who exhorted 

jQ engage in a crufade fof the relief ctf Hungary, which 
^ was threfttenecT with an invafidn by Afnt&dtb bmbefoir of the 

rurh\ ^ r. . . 
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Notwithstanding this indifference towitrds tbca<&i:B 
of the empire, he exerted himfelf witji great xndnftry whoi 
the concerijis of his own were ii>quettion. For a cqn^ 
fideraWe fum of money be purchafed ofOtho the toarqnifatc of 
Brandenburg, With which he iiivefted his fecond ton Si^f* 
mund; and he, by his emiflarics, privatdly Gamrafied among 
the princes of the empire, in oixler to feciire the fucceflion of 
the imperial throne to his eldcft fon Wincejlam. For tliis Charles 
purpofe he made a journey into Germany, where he managed « 
matters with fo much addrefs, and applied his money to fucb 
good purpofe, that, in oenlideration of i oo^ooo ducats paid 
to each of the eledors, his fon, though but fifteen years othribn the 
age, was chofen king of the Romans ® at Rmtz, where a diet eUBors, 
was affembled for that purpofe, and afterwards crowned at ehufe 
j^lx la Chapelk, That he might not, however, intirely ex- 
hauA: his ready money, he mbrtgaged to fome of them the Winc^- 
toll which he had upon the Rhine, and fold towns to others. 

Thofe of Bopart zni Oberwefel were purchafed by the eleftor^'^^ 
of Triers ; he difpofed of Kaiferlauter, Opptnheim^ ObernheBn, *”^*^*1^ 
and Jngelheim, to the eleftor Pajatine, and fome other ci- j' 5* 
ties to die duke of Jujlria ; fo that .people were woiit to fay-, 

He had enfeebled -the empire, and plucked ihc e^agle^ At 
length Charles, having feeii his fon Winceflans received in fcr 
veral of the imperial towns, returned to Prague, where he 
received the news of the pope’s return, to Rxrmy whidi did 
• not greatly relifh his prefence, after having fo long enjoyed 
the fweets of independence while the pontife refided at Jvig» 
non, Gregory, at the fame time, wrote a letter to tht em- 
peror, defiring he would mediate-a peace between his nepbikv^^ 
the king of. France and the Engli/b monarch ; zni Charles, The empe^ 
who had this affiiir at heart, refolved to itiake a joufrney to ror makes 
Paris, that he might be nearer at hand to aft as th^ eineri- a journey 
gency of the cafe mould require. Having tha eforc qinellc8 Paris, 
fome inteftine commotions in Germany, and feen a war be- 
tween die king of Denmark and the duke of Mecklenburg 
happily teminated^ he fent an intimation of his defign 19 
Charks V. of France, and fet out by the way of Brubant, 
'accompanied by his fon JVinceJlaus, and a moderate retinue. 

At Cambray he was^ met by a number gf noblemen, whom 
the king had font to receive him ; at Compiegne he was coaa- 
pfiihented by the duke of Bourbon, the count (fEu, and feve^ 
ral biflaops ; and he made his entry into Paris riding on 
horfeback on the right-hand of the king, treated him 
with gr^t fplcadour and maggificence. Whatever his pre- 

♦ S?pNn.Cont. t. i. p. ^ Kraut*. Sax. I x. c. 5. 
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tencc might be for vifiting France on this occafion, his real 
motives fepm to h^vepeen the defire of feeing the French 
nareh, for whom he exprefled great tendernefs of afTeAloq, 
and a fuperftitious zeal for paying his devotions to St. Maur s 
peclares for it does not appear that hi tranfafted any bth^ affair in 
tht dau- FrancCf except his declaring the dauphin his perpetual vicar 
in the kingdom of Arles and county oF Dauphiny^ and his 
permitting a private gentleman, called Enguerrand de Couci, 
k'^ d maintain by arms the right he pretended to have to the 
ArfesT houfe of Auftria by his mother Catherine, 

grandrdaughter of the emperor Albert. 

Enguer- Co u ci having obtained this permiflion, and received a fu pply 

wnd dc Qf troops from the king of France, he publilhed a manifefto, 
the territory of Strasburg, and in the winter feafon 
eleimto^ entered the country of the Ewifs, where his foldicrs perilhed 
\h'e/kcler- hunger in fucl^numbers, that he was obliged 

Eon of the into Picardy, and defert from his enterprizeg. 

houfe of for emperor, he, in his return from France, took 

Auftria. the road to Luxemburg, where he prevailed upon duke IVinr 
cejlaus, who had no iflue, to declare him and bis fons heirg 
of his duchy and all its dependencies ^ ; and foon after his 
fiu death, arrival at Prague he died of a fever, having reigned about 
one^and-thirty years fince the death of Lewis IV. his preder 
ceflbr, leaving behind him tjie character pf a good prince, 
J)ut a had ^mperor * (C), 

When. 


t Barrs, tom, vi. p: 86r. ^ ^ Hift. Luxemb. lib. xivi, 

’ Id. ibid. 


(C) He was (bur times inar> 
ried i but had np children by 
his two firft wives, who were 
Blanche, daughter of Charles 
^ount of Valois, and lifter of Phi- 
ftp king of France ; and Agnes;' 
daughter of Rodolphus the Young, 
^ount palatine. His third wife 
was Anne, daughter of Bugiflaus 
duke of SnuenitK, by whom he 
had Catherine, married to Rodol- 
phus IV. duko of Auftrtat and 
kVincefiaas, ytho fucceeded him in 
the empire. Kcr dowry was 
the county of favarin and the 
duchy of S^venitz, His fourth 
wife was Elizabeth, daughter of 
^ogiflaui V. d«kc of Sttttin,^h^ 


was niece or grand-daughter of 
Cafimir king of Peland. By her 
he bad Stgifmssnd, who was king 
of Hungary, and afterwards em- 
peror ; and John marquis of Mo- 
ransiet, duke of Gorlitz and Snsse- 
nitz ; with feveral daughters ; 
namely, wife or Lewis 

king of Hungary and Bohtmia 
Elizabeth, married to Jehn Qa- 
leazQ duke of Milap j, Ann, 
matched with Otho^ duke of Ba- 
•vuria and margrave of Branden- 
burg i, Margaret t/>Johp 
II. burgravc of Nuremberg ; Eli- 
zabeth, wife of Albert duke ^of 
Aujfria 5 Margaret, wife of A- 
piadeuiooml of Sannys Agnes, 
snarri^ 



C. 7. Tbt Hifiory of Germany^ 

When the princes once intreated him to quit Bohemia^ and Am€c^ ’ 
fliew himfelf in Germany^ he is faid tojhave conduftcd them doUi 9/ 
into his treafury, in wUch there was k prodigious quantity Charles, 
of gold and filver bullion, and fpoke^o thisefFeft : The 
city of Prague gsive me birth, the kingdom of Bohema 
furnirhes me with all thefe riches : were I more attached 
<< to Germany^ 1 ihould be obliged, like you, to pluck the 
eagle. You know very well how to ftrip her of her fea- 
thers, when flie flies towards your quarters, and flic mlghtv 
in her turn be provoked to make reprifals. In which cafe, 

** the wings of feme of you would not grow again for a con- 
** fiderable length of time. 

Besides the golden bull, which we have mentioned, AnaetMni 
Charles publifhed divers laws and conftitutions. By an aft, t,fkis 
dated at P)^ague^ he decreed, that, in cafe the royal family edias W 
Ibould fail, the Aates of the kingdom fhould be at liberty to tranfw 
choofe a new king, and that iame year he confirmed the*««i^ 
right of eleftorate to the crown of Bohemia. He granted to 
John duke of Brabant a privilege, in confequence of which 
none of his fubyefts could be carried out of his own jurif- 
diftion, nor arrefted in the empire, for any caufe whatever. 

He confirmed to the abbot of FuUe the dignity of arch- 
chancellor to the emprefs ; ,togcther with a new privilege at 
the time of her coronation, and all other ceremonies ; 
namely, the right of putting the crown on her head, and of 
taking it off again. He invefted Rupert the Old with the 
right which he had to the eleftorate palatine. He publilhed 
a decree for exempting the eftates of the clergy from all fe- 
cular jurifdiftion. Chancing to pafs through Wejiphalia^ he 
had the curiofity to go and fee the tomb of the great Wvtti- 
chindy which was repaired by his order ; the* arms di CharU* 
magne being placed at the head, and thofe of Bohemia at the 
feet t finally he ordered the fcaft of Charlemagne to be an- 
nually folemnizcd in the church of Aix la Cbapelle (D). 

^TnEOD. Niem. Union, traft. vi. c. 24. 

marfied to William the Amhl^ ed to an accidental difeovery 
tiouiy diikc of Aujlria ; and He* of one Bertholdus Scbnuart%^ or 
Un^ queen of ^enry JV. of Eng* the Black, a monk of Erihurg : 
land\\Y . yet there is in the arfenalof 

(D) It is generally fuppofed, Amherg a piece of cannon made 
ikii caphon were firft ufed in in the year 1303, fo that thofe 
the reign of this emperor inftruments of death muft have 
confequenCe pf the invention of been known before the reign of 
gun powder^ which is attribut- QharUs (2). 

(i) /. xi, e. *74 (1) Bane, yi, f, E67. 
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ComprAttiding the Wars of the Hulfites in Bohemia. 
n^INCESLAUS. 

ZiTZ. WhNCEShAUS, at the age of feventcen, fucceeded his 
^^dstothe^^ father in the government of the empire, and on the 
empire ; of Bohmia^ at a time when the church was divided 

A. D. ^ fehifin. The Romans had clefted Urhm VI. who 
1378. confirmed the eleflion of thisnev^ emperor, and the French 
had chofen Clement VII. for pope* Paring thefe troubles, 
Wincejlaus appointed Jadoc^ marquis of Moravia^ his vicar- 
general in Italy f laid injun^ions upon him to inquire which 
of the two was the true pope, to acknowlege and protefl 
him, whom he fliould find to be canonically defied, and to 
expd by force the other, who had intruded himfelf into the 
chair. He likewife held a diet at Nuremberg^ and after- 
wards at Frankfort^ where, after haying ex^ined this affair 
of the popes. Urban VI. was acknowlegcd by the archbifhops 
and biftiops, and WimeJlemSp together with the princes of 
the empire, engaged to proteff him in the papacy h 
A. D. After the diet of Frankfort'^ the emperor repaired to 
1381. Aix la Chapelhr where he refided for Tome time, becaufe the 
refiJes at plague raged in Bohemia ; and here he gave himfelf up to all 
Ch* debauchery, negleftin^ the affairs of the empire to 

Chapci degree, that the provinces became a prey to thofe 

banditti, whom we have already mentioned by the name of 
Late Comere artd Grand Companies : and the princes and 
towns were bbltged to engage in aflbdations for their mu** 
tual defence, Thefe free-booters, however, were, after- 
wards taken into the pay qf Wincefiaus,^ who, on his retvtrp 
his mi/con- to Prague^ by his mifcon 4 uft, provoked his fubjefts to re- 
duSi tn volt, and, in order to punim them for their rebellion, allowed 
Bohemia ; thofe vermin to deftroy the country \>jthont remorfe. Hav- 
ing pillaged the whole kingdom of Bohemia^ they enlifted m 
the fervice of Jane queen of Naples, who had lately married 
.Otha of Brun/wickf and was in the fequel barbaroufly put to 
death by Charts .Jburazzop even after ihe had' dictated that 
prince her fucceflTor to the crown. 
hisde- Notwithstanding the feeming attentian which 

fraijed cejlaus paid to the peace of the church, be was a prince gf <a 

« 

> SroND. Cost. t. ii. p. II. 

depraved 
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depraved taftc, and the moft vicious incMnations. His cruelty 
feemed to be prefaged, by his being thf oceafion of his mo- ^ 
tbcr’s death when he was born, and«the impurities 
which he profaned the font at his baptifm, and the altar at 
his being crowned king of Bohemia^ looked like omens of 
the unworthy aflions, with which he dilhanoured his reign 
His whole condu^l was 11 feries of debauched cruelty and 
bafenefs. In imitation of his father, he difpofed of all the ^ 
rights of ‘ the empire in Germany^ which remained unfold 
and as for the cities and provinces of Itafy^ which his father 
had alienated, be exa^^ money from them for a conliripa- 
tion of their privileges. He expedited blank patents, figned 
and fealed, to be filled up at the pieafiire of the purchaTers; 
by which means the rich and powerful were autjiorjzed to 
oppiefs the weak and poor This was accordingly tjonc ^ 
with filch impunity and licence, that thett was no lectfrity 
for commerce, no policy, no order in the empire. . SuCfi 
confufion <x)uld not fall to produce civil Wars. Xhc cities of 
Suabla and the Rhine took arms againft the priiices in thdr ; 
neighbourhood, of which the chi^ were the count pal^lne^ . 
the count of Wirt embargo and the duke of 

The eleftors, and other princes and ftaites, tired of all' ^ 
thefe diforders, ,ahd chagrined to fee Germany without a 1385-*. 
head, and the privileges of the empire alienated, in order to Troub/es 
fill the purfe of Wineejia&s, fent an embaffy to be- /vGer. 

•feechinff him to come and refide among them. When this'hianytf^. 
propoftu was made to him, Our dear ambafladors (faidhe), 

“ all the world knows that we arc emperor, and If there is 
‘‘ any perfon in the empire, who is defirous of us, 

** let h}m come to Bohemia, and we will freely give him 4,rsl ^ 

‘‘ dience •.*’ This was all the ahlWef they cquld obtain^ 
and the eleftors were fo fcandal&ed at the contempt with 
which ko received their advice, that, fccipg no profpeft of 
his reformation, they of themfelvcs took; cognizance of the 
geijeral aflTairs of the empire, and iQterpofed in the quarrels 
and dlfputes fubfifting between feverm ft^tes, which tjiey 
with difficult/ accommodated; to fuch a degree was their 
aaimofity inflamed. 

The towns of Sttahia, Franconia, and th^ Rhine, formed 
what they called the Ore^ League, and the princes formed 
aflbeiations for their mutual defence : by rh^ precautions 
the public tranquility was maintained, and cv|n Lower Cer^ ' 

* Chron. Riddag. cxMeib. v^iii. p. 373, “Trith. in 
Chron, Maucler, gcner,47. Krai^'p. WSind, 1 . x. c. i. * HilL 
Luxenib. 1 . Ivii. 
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tHdfiy fecQred frpm thofe (hocks^ which were occafioned by 
Margaret, a revolution in At the death of 0 /aus, king of 

^een of Denmark^ his mother Margaret afeended the throne, with 
ben- the unanimous confentof the people, and even recommended 
mark, ae- hcrfclf fo ftrongly to the Swedes, who were opprefled by their 
own king Albert, t^at they renounced their allegiance to 
that monarch, and made her a folemn tender of the crown ; 
in confcquence of which flie marched to their affiftance, de- 
feated Albert, who was depofed, and obliged to retire to the 
dominions of his brother the duke of Mecklenburg, and then 
(he aflumed the reins of government, and was diftinguiflied 
by the appellation of the Semiramis of the North P. 

Notwithstanding all the meafures which had been 

^Auftria taken to prevent civil broils in Germany, war broke out be- 
tween the houfe of Auftria and the confederate towns, which 
had fliaken off the yoke of dependence. Leopold of Aufiria, 
fon of Albert the Sage, confiding too much in his owa 
ftrength, raifed a confiderable army to reduce the Swtfs^ 
eight cantons^ of which had already withdrawn themfelves 
from his dominion. He accordingly gave them battle, which 
he loft, together with his life, fo that they intircly freed 
themfelves from the Aufirian chains, and their dependence 
upon the empire, while thdr fuccefs encouraged other cities 
to follow their example 

The towns of Alface, Suabia, and the Rhine, made pre- 
parations for defending themfelves againft thofe princes, who 
attempted to domineer over them j Spire, Worms, and Mentz, 
levied a body of forces, which ravaged the territories of Ro* 
bert the Young, count palatine, who took the field, and made 
reprifals with great cruelty ; the inhabitants of Strqfburg, 
aggrieved by the marquis of Baden, plundered the lands of 
the margraviatc, and deftroyed the town of Brunet, belong*^ 
ing to the count de Linange, who joining the marquis of 
Baden, and the old count palatine, made incurfions to the 
very gates of Strajhurg, and Jaid wafte the whole country, 
from Hujbergen to Maljheim, with fire and fword : in a 
word, Alface was, by thefe mutual ravages and •cruelties, re- 
duced to the laft extremity ; when peace was re-eftabliftied 
by the mediation of fome princes of the empire 

Wjnceslaus, without giving himfelf the Icaft trouble 
about thefe tranfaAions, ftill refided in Bohemia, plunged in 
all manner of debauchery, by which he rendered himfelf 
every day mord*' and more contemptible in the eyes of bia 


t HuiTFEt. Hift. Dan. t iv« 
^ WaNCHER. coll* i. p. 145* 


) Delices de la Suif. t. K 
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fubjcfts (E). He ordered John Nepon ^cene^ his wUb^s con- The path 
feflbr, to be drowned, becaufe he woi jd not rcv^l the par- and bar* 
tkiilars of her confefSon ; and in all other refpeas behaved barity of 
with fuch barbarity and indiferetion, th^t his fubjefts looked 
Upon him with deteftation and abhorrence. But while he 
thus attraAed the odium and contempt of all good men, his 
brother Sigi/mund diftinguifhed himfclf by his valour and ca* 
pacity, and at length afeended the Hungarian throne, after 
the death of Charles Durazzo, who had been clefted by the 
Hungarians, and aflaffinated by order of the queen mother j 
bccaufe her daughter, the princefs Mary^ was defrauded of 
her right by his eleftion. 

The death of involved the kingdom of Naples in otho of 

great confufion. One party efpoufed the caufe of his <bn Brunfwic 
Ladi/lauSf dill a minor, and another adhered to the intereft takes pof 
of Lewis of JnjoUy who pretended to the crown; xAaStftffi^nof 
pope Urban ^ tho’ equally courted by both, remained neutral, Naples 
in hope of raifing his own nephew to the thrpne, after the-/^^®,^** 
other two competitors ftiould have enfeebled each other. ^ Anjou. 
Mean while Otho of Brunfwick^ the laft hulband of the un- 
fortunate Jane^ was appointed captain-general for Lewis of 
Anjou, and marching to Naples, at the head of an army 
compofed of French and Germans, reduced the whole king- 
dom to the dominion of his principal. Urban could not 
help repining at his fuccefs, which not only rendered his 
own fcheme impraflicable, but likewife Arengthened the in* 
tereft of his rival Clement VIII. who patronized the duke of 
Anjou : he found himfelf, moreover, hated for his feverity 
and ambition, and abandoned by Bologna, and feveral other 
towns, who embraced the party of his competitor. TbefePtf/rUr- 
concurring mortifications afTefted him fo nearly, that he died ban dies, 
of chagrin; and, in a few days after his dcccafe, the four- 
teen cardinals refiding at Rome elefted Peter Thmacelle in 
room. This new pontif afTumed the name of Boniface IX. g ^ 
and excommunicated Clement^ who retorted the fenteaceup* pj* 
on him with equal animofity, 1390J 

The repofe of Germany was about this period difturbed Tttfumc* 
'by infurreftions againft the Jews, who l^ing accufed of tions 
having poifoned the fountains, and infulted the hoft (tho* in againft the 

reality their wealth was all their ^rime), were burned in their J«ws in 

% 

(E) In this year the doflrine that country who had ftodied in 
of Wiekltf was Introduced into England {i)ft 
Bohemia, bj a gentleman of^ 


(1} Boift Wft, /. ai. c zS. 
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Ger- fynugdgVlt at Pra^ul butchered at S/iu, without diftmftlon 
inany. of age or fex, pluittrcred in (ilmoft every province, * and, as 
A. D. the authority of Wmcejlms was not fpffideht to proteft tbdt 
*39** unhappy people, at laft obliged to efcape into Lithuantay 
where they found an afylum in the favour of Jagelhni w|io 
Was enamoured of i JnviJh damfel ** 

Troubles These dlfturbances were fucceeded by' commotions in 
in Alface. Alface and other provinces on the Rhine ; the inhabitants of 
Stra/hurg reclaimed fome towns which CharlesVf. had mori- 
gaged to R6hert count palatine, alleging that the emperor 
had no poxVer to difpofe of their property ; and^ the comit 
refufing to comply with, their demand, they took the field, 
in order to fubdue him by force; This war produced no- 
thing but mutual ravages, agd the Stfajhttrgers wtrt fain to 
retreat for the fafety of their city, which was endangered. by 
an affair of greater cottfequencel Rapolj^ein, an Alfatidn 
nobleman, on whom they had conferred the right of burgher- 
fhip, imprifoaed an Englifimarty called Harleforiy becaufc he 
had ferved in the army of Enguerrand deCouci, when that 
nobleman laid wafte the territory of Strajburg. The king of 
Strafburg England demanded the releafe of his fubjeft : the emperOr 
is fut to commanded the Strnjhurgers to fet him at liberty ; and they 
the ban of dlfrcgardiilg the order of fuch a weak place, he put the city 
the empire, jq the ban of the empire. 

*392- Abundaj^ce of noblemen, jealous of the power of Straf- 
burg^ took this opportunity to engage in a league to humble 
her pride : thebifhop himfelf joined in the confederacy ; and, 
an army being raifed, the allies undertook the fiege of the 
. place, which, however, they could not reduce. At length 
peace was effed^ed by the mediation of the bifhop of Bam* 
hergy tho’ the emperor would by no means confent to the 
treaty, until the citizens piirchafcd his condefeenfion with a 
prefent of thirty thonfand florins *. 

Partition P^ACE being thus re-eftahlifhcd, Johiy Stephetiy and F?'e* 
ofthi do- dericy dukes of Bavaria, agr&d to a partition of their do- 
Tmmctis of rniiiions, which had hitherto been undivided, and fubferibed 
Bavaria, a paftum or treaty for regulating the order of fucceflion, and 
A I), the alienation of their fiefs ; by which any <^c of them wai 
^393* reftrifted from parting wit^ his lands, until he fhould hat^ 
fif ft offered the purchafe to the other two, and obtained 
their confent to alienate his property ; and aU difputes wers 
i*cferrcd t6 arbitration 

* SotOM. Ren, Virg. aet. cU. p. iji. * Arcfi. Imp. 

t vi. p. 30. “ Aulzr. Aniial. Bow. Gent* partii. 1 , 6 

Mean 
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Mean y^hkl^lVinceJInus continued imlncrfediadcbaucheryt 
and fecmed induftriousin acquiring thq implacable, hatred of 
his people, by the extraordinary taxes be impofed/ and th# 
cruelties he cxercifed indifferently upon all forts of people } 
not even rcfprfling the magiftrates of Pragui^ whom he or* 
dered to’ be beheaded without form of procefs. Nay, in ox^ 
der to familiarize himfelf to blood and carnage, he defeended 
to low, as to contraft an intimacy with the common execu- 
tioner, whom he diftinguiflied by the appellation of his 
goffip (F). Neverthelefs, fome authors allege, that this Wince- 
cruel difpofition was not natural to him. He is faid to have HausV 
been twice poifoned, and the medicines he took prevented 
the dofes from having their whole effeft ; but they left an 
extraordinary heat and dijnefs in his conftitution, which he 
was obliged to afliiage with drinking. Thus he contradted 
the habit of drunkennefs, which fometimes inflamed him to 
fuch a degree of fury, that it was dangerous to be near him ; A. D. 
for, in one of thofe fits of intoxication, he is^ faid to have 1394. 
ordered his cook to be roafted alive 

The noblemen of Bohemay perceiving that his cruelty 
and excefles daily augmented, thought it highly neceflary 
lay him under fome reftriftion ; and by the advice of bi| 
brother Sigifmundy king of Hungary y aftually confined him 
ip clofe priibn, from which, however, he found means to anief^ 
efcape. After having laid feveral months in a dungeon, he capeifrom 
obtained permiflion from the fenate to be conduced to a 
bath to refrefli himfelf. There perceiving a fiflier's little 1^96. 
boat on the banks of the riven hard by the bath, he embarked 
with the woman who attended him (both being naked), anc^ 
rowing to the other fide of the river, retired to a fortrefs, 
which he had formerly caufed to be built as an afylum againft 
the enterprizes of his enemies y. He was fuffered to refume 


X Dubr ARv. 1 . xxiii. p. 606. y Hiff. Luxmnb. Ivii; 

(F) This executioner is faid cut off his head. The execu- 
te have perifli'ed at laft by the tioner, inftead of obeying this 
hands of bis prince. Wincejlkusy Order, flruck him with the flat 
fending for him one day, faid part of the fword : upon which 
he wanted to know the fituation Winceftaut ordered him to be 
of a man's n^ind, when he cx> blinded in his turn, and, taking 
peded to haveliis head fevered the (word in his own hand, ac- 
from his body ; he, therefore, ttially (hortened him by thi 
bound up his own eyes, and, head (2). 
kneeling, defircd his friend to ^ 

(i) /iuif, in.CireKt, lUig* 3^ 

the 
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tht reins of governmmt ; but as he did not reform his beha- 
viour, his fubjefts hlid reCourfe to his brother Sigiftnund, 
king of Hungary ^ who marched into Bohemia at the head of 
a ftrong army, compelled the emperor to fubmit, "^Vas de- 
clared regent of the kingdom, changed the minifters and 
officers of date, and rcdicflcd the grievances of the peoplci 
Wincejlaus^ being again apprehended, was kept prifoneiv 
fometimes in one caftlc and foraetimes in another, till at 
length he was privately fent to Vienna^ and committed to the 
care of Albert archduke of Auftria, who ordered him to be 
fhut up in one of the towers of the city : from thence alfo he 
made his efcape by the afliftance of an old fiftierman, called 
Grundlery who ufed to come and diftribute his charity among 
the prifoners. IVinceJlauSy perceiving him one day from hiS 
window, promifed him an ample recompence, provided he 
would aflift him in procuring hiS liberty (G). Grundler, in-: 
duced by his promifes, conveyed to him a filken cord, by 
means of which he defeended from the tower ; then, being 
rowed by him acrofs the Danube^ he returned to Bohemia^ 
regained poffeffibo of the city of Prague^ by means of fome 
noblemen who were his friends, and was permitted to refume 
his authority, On condition of amending his way of life *. 

During thcle viciflitudes in Bohemia^ the theologicians in 
Germany endeavpured, by their writings, to finifli the fchifm 
in the church, occafioned by the* two competitors for the pa- 
pacy. The univeifity of Cologne, tho’ it had owned Boni^ 
face as the lawful pope, neverthclefs inclined to the con vo- 
cation of a general council, as the only fure method of re- 
elfablifhing the peace of tbfe church ; and wrote to the uni* 
verfity of Pari& oh this fubjeft. The death of Clement VIL 
which happened at this period, feemed to be a favourable 
conjunfture for attaining fuch a defirable end. The arch- 
bilhops of Mentz and Cologne, and feveral other princes and 
pi elates of the empire, conjured the cardinals at Avignon to 
defift from a new eleftion, until fome meafures could be taken 
to terminate the fchifm ; and the king of France wrote to 
the fame purpofe : yet, in fpite of all thefe remonftranccs, 


* Barre, t. vii. p. {8. 

(G) He was not ungrateful family from VUnna,^ ennobled, 
to his deliverer ; for, as foon as and granted to him a confider* 
he re-afeended Che throne, he able revenue (3I. 

for Qrundler and his whole 
- € 
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they elefted Pedro de Luna, cardinal pf Arragon, who af- 
fniried the name of BenediB XIII. ,His election was no 
f6oner knoAVn in Germany ^ than the archbifhops of Cologne 
and Mentz^ together with the other princes, convoked a diet 
ziFrankfott) where, after due deliberation, it was rcfolvcd Frank- 
to exhort both competitors to abdicate t^ e papacy, fo as that fort, 
a canonical eleftion might take place ; and this w^as the de- 
clared opinion of the French king, whofe ambafladors were 
prcfent in the aflembly. 

In confequence of the determination of the diet, deputies Deputies 
were fent to ^ome^ to communicate the fentimenfs of tliey^»/ to 
king of France^ and the princes of Germany ; but although Rome, 
they were carefTed by who afFefted to heap favours 

upon them, they could never bring him to treat upon the 
affair of the ceffion, which he evaded with great dexteiity. 
IVinceJlattSy tho’ he did not affift at the diet, believing Yi\sTbem» 
own perfqnal importance fufficient to determine this difpure,/^^' 
prOpofed an interview \o .Charles king ol Franck ^ at Rheims^ inters 
where, tho’ he was almoft conftantly intoxicated with ftrong 
liquor, he agreed with the French monarch to fend the bi-^^^^ 

Ihop of Cambray to Rome^ in order to perfuade Boniface . 

relign the papal chair. Boniface^ having ctnfulted his car- ^ 
dinals, anfwercd, that he would willingly comply with the 
reqneft of the emperor and the king of France, provided 
they would oblige the pretended pope of Avignon to quit his 
* pretenfions alfo, and appoint a proper place, where he might 
appear with his cardinals to proceed to a new ele< 5 lion. In^hore^ 
confequence of this anfwer, the fame deputy was difpatched 
to BcncdiFl, who flatly refufed to comply with the propofal, and im- 
and declared he would maintain his dignity to his lateft^'*^/^^^ 
breath : an inrtance of obftinacy which incenfed Charles to 
fuch a degree, that he and his kingdom renounced Benedict, 
the marftial de Boucicant was ordered to invert Avignon, and 
the antipope was kept prifoner in the caftle for the fpace of 
live whole years *. 

Perhaps his confinement would not have been of fuch. Margaret, 
tong duration, had not the revolutions in the north hindered 
the kingdoms of Swden, Denmark, and Norway, from at- Sweden, 
tending to the fchifm in the Roman church. Margaret was . 

engrofled by the projeft of uniting thefe three kingdoms, and 
employed her endeavours to engage the German princes in 
the fupport of her fcheme. Being importuneiby the Swedes 
10 marry, flie lent a deaf ear to their remonrtraacc on this thefe three 

^ kingdoms } 

^ * FnoissARb. 1. iv. c. 97, 

Mod, Hist. Vol. XXIX. A a head ; 
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head ; bpt, in ord^J to quiet their apprchenfiOn?, file ^ijp- 
pointed the fon of trrat^dus, duke of Pornsranm^ ^lc^ fuc- 
cef&r, and her choice was approved by the ftaresof the 
three kingdoms nffembled at Colmar^ where alfo they formed 
that union which (he had fo much at heart, and confirmed it 
and goes to by the famous edift* called the Union of Colmar . After this 
^ith tranfaftiou ftie engaged in a war with the T'eutonic order, 
about the iflaud of Cothldnd, which the knights refufed to 
furrender, on pretence of having acquired the right of coh- 
queft, by expelling the tyrants by whom the greateft part of 
it was poffeffed. Margaret^ finding her arms did not fuc- 
ceed to her expeftation, had recourfe to the mediation of the 
emperor, who appointed a congrefs at Helfingbourg, to which 
he fent his deputies, and there a treaty of peace was con- 
cluded, on condition that the knights ffiould cede the ffland 
to Margaret, in confideration of a fum of money, to indem- 
nify them for the cxpcnce of the war 

WiNCEsi?AUs, having in this manner reftored peace to 
thofe northern countries, cfpoufed Sophia, daughter of 
Stephen duke of Bavaria \ and, after this marriage, hi$ ex- 
travagance increafed to fuch a degree, that his revenues were 
not fufficient to^ defray the prodigious expence of his houfe- 
''^\s^n,*duke ^otwithftandiiigthepromife he had made at his reftora- 
^Bava- tion, he regarded the affairs of the empire as little as ever, 
ria, except in thofe things that related to his own private emolu- 
A. D. meat ; -and, as he neglefted nothing that could produce* 
*359- money, he received, with extraordinary demonftrations of 
joy, an embaffy from John faJeazo, count of Verfus, nephew 
and fucceflbr of that Bernabo Vifeonti, who, as wo have al- 
i^ady obferved,* had feized the fovereignty of Milan, Placen* 
tia , . Cremona, Pavia, Lodi, Brefcia, Bergamo, Vercdli, No^ 
vara, Tortona, and others belonging to the Mihnefe and 
Lombardy, which depended upon the ejgpire. 

Wince- The; fubjeft of tl^iis embaffy was to buy of him the feigrio- 
fi-ms fills ries and royalties of all thefe countries, together with' thfe 
tbergy^. title of duke of Milan^. Thefe Wincejlavs fold for a con- 
ojfmdry fum of money, without the participatiqa orj, co^- 

^territoHes priucfes of the empire. This was one dF the rea-. 

^ Italy. ^ fons, that fomc time after induoed them to think of difpof- 
fcffing him irngood earneft. They perceived, that he feemed 
to take pleasure in difmembring the empire for his f^\yn ibr-^ 
did views, at a«time when it was but too much (fivid^ by the 
ichifm which prevailed in the church ; and. wben^ 

^ Huitfeld* Hill. Ban. t. iv. ad am . 1 597. ^ Avent. 

Ann^ Bojor. 1. vii. p, 64a. 
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darn was wesdceaed by^the cntcrpriz^spf the Turkic irtio had 
gained divers figiwl advantages oyer the. Ch^ifti^s, whkb 
were followed by the famous viftory* obtained over them by 
Bajazet^ near Nicopolis. 

The ejeftdrs, after long ddays, concluding that tbe piii- 
lic fafety demanded a chief capable of rcbreftabliftiing and pk>- 
telling the peace, as well as of fupporting the dignity bf 
the empire, affembled at Boppard, and afterwards at f^ank- 
forty in order to deliberate upon the prefcnt pofture bf 
affairs; and notwlthftanding the reprefentationsof 
who fen t the margrave of Nuremberg to inform the elbftors, 
that he could not guii Bohemia on account of feme domeftic 
troubles, and the coronation of his empreft, they convoked 
a diet at Frankfort, where they refcAvcd to oblige the^- 
, peror to chufe an adminiftrator, and made him acquainted 
with their determination. But; Wincejlam iibfolutdy re- 
fufing to comply with their decifion, they entered Into a 
confederacy, confirmed by oath, to redrfefs the,gfievances bf 
the b?>dy, preferve the rights of the empire, and 

prevent the alienation of its domains. 

The refult of this affociation was a diet at Mentz, to The ele3^ 
which they invited the emperor ; and he refufing to ap- ers af 
pear, it was determined that he Ihould be^bliged to, 
a formal renunciation of theempire, and the imperial infignia, *hecaftU 
after which they would proceed to a new elcftioh. fVinett- Laen- . 
*flausy far from abdicating the throne by a voluntary renun- • 
elation, gave the eleftors to underftand, that he .annulled, by 
anticipation, all the refolutioi^is of their aflembly, and that he 
would put all thofe to the ban* of the empire who fhould 
prefume to execute their decrees. Without paying the leaft 
regard to his menaces, they, by the advice of 
face IX, aflembled at the caftle of Laenftein on the Rhine, in 
the archbiihopric of Triers ; and, having declared Wincejlam ^eric duke 
incapable, pronounced and pubiifhed the fentence of his dc-^/Brun- 
pofition, revoking at the fame time all the rights, exemptions, (Wick and 
privileges, and domains, fold or mortgaged by his own par- Lunen- 
ticular authority, without the confent of the princes and bufg> 
fiates of the empire ^ (H). Then, proceeding to the 


^ * TbPJ. Rer* Ger. Uxstitii in fin. in hoc tnn*^ 

Haethan in amn. * 


(H) The authors of this de- ^Se<uerdefty archbifliopof Cohgm, 
pofition, were John deN^ffdu, Wernier de Konigdein, arch- 
arch bifliop of Frederic de bifliop of Triers, Robert, cleftor 

A a a count 
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hfucceeded of a ncw emperor^ tljey raifed to that dignity Frederic dufte 
h Robert of Brunfwick and Lunenburg^ a wife and valiant prince ; 

• but 

count palatine of the Rhine^ and prince Whcejlausy king of the 
Rodolphust duke of Saxony and Romans and of Bohemia^ and rc- 
hunenbur^ (4). piefentcd to him, either v< 5 r- 

After having fummoned^fV/i- bally or by letter, bis fcandai. 
cejlaus to appear, and waited ous condod, his negligence in 
ten days in vain for his arrival, the adminiftration of affairs, his 
they proceeded to his trial ; and tolerating or authorizing, by 
the fentence of dcpofition was his own example, the moft cn- 
pronounced by the archbifhop ormousabufes, hisdifmembring 
of Montx. to this effed. “ In the empire confiderably, with- 
the name of the lord. Amen, out affembling diets, or con- 
We John^ by the grace of God, fulting the princes ; and of all 
archbifhop of MentZt arch- the grievances, of which he is 
chancellor of the holy Roman attainted and convided, we 
empire in Germany^ to all men have drawn up an abftrad, of 
who now are*, or may be here- which thefe are the particular 
after, we give to underftand, articles.” 
that, for many years, intolcr- “ He has fold to France the 
able abufes have been introduc- town of Genoa and it's territory, 
cd into the church of God, and, notwithllanding the oppofition 
far fiom being repreffed, mul- of the ftates of the empire, on 
tiply daily, to the great fcandal which that fief depends; he hat 
of the g')od, and the utter per- furrendered to Gahaxo Vifeonti 
dition of the wicked. But the the Milanefe^ and even homhar-- ^ 
moft melancholy circumftance dy^ under the title of duchy : 
is, that he, whom the holy em- he has alienated feveral do- 
pire and the church have ap- "mains, which had devolved to 
pointed to reform thefe difor- the empire on the death of 
ders, is himfclf the author of the proprietors : he has fold to 
them; and, inftead of remedy- divers perfons blank patents, 
ing thefe evils, his pernicious fanftioned by his own feal, to 
example, and wicked govern- be difpofed of at their plcafure, 
ment, have annihilated the Po- to the great prejudice of the 
lice of the empire, and occa- , empire ; he hath granted im- 
fioned civil wars in Germany^ punity to thieves and robbers : 
and in Italy^ he hath, with his own hand, or 

For which reafons,upon the by the help of his executioners, 
prefling remoo ftrances of the murdered, drowned, or burned, 
holy church, the princes, noble- prelates, priefts, anyd a number 
men, towns, and fubjeds of the of other perfons of diftindion ; 
empire, we the'co eledors, and in contempt of Chriftianity, he 
we for our own ihare, have hath made a league with the king 
often cautioned i!!ie moft ferenc of Poland^ protedor of the Tar- 

(4] Strufv. P€ri«% lx. fed, 7, 


lars. 
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but he being bafely murdered by tl!e count of tValJeck count pa* 
when he went to Frankfort to take the imperial crown, they 
cledled Robert count palatine in his place ^ 

^ Kraktz Metrop. xi. c. ii. ^Fabr. AnnMifn. ad ann. 

1405. • 

tars^ againft the knights of the and as fuch wc have deprived 
teutonic order : he hath, with- him of the dignities thereun- 
out fenfe or danger, fquandered to annexed, we likcvvife inti- 
away the revenues of Bohemia mate to all princes, potentates, 
and the empire, and put the knights, cities, dominions, and 
government of his kingdom in- fubjeds of the holy emjjKrc, that 
to the hands of unexperienced they are abfolved from the 
and evil-minded perfons, who oath of allegiance they owed 
have loaded his fubjeds with him as emperor,’’ 
excelTivc taxes ; in his negocia- Moreover wc caution and for- 
tions with the princes the bid them to obey the faid Win* 
empire, he hath praftifed fuch cejlaus for the fugare, or to ferve 
equivocation and difingenuiry, him under any title whatever ; 
that none of them will truil but require them to referve 
his word : he hath deflroyed their ofcJedience and 1‘ervice for 
the univerfity of Prague, found- a more ufeful and worthy 
ed by the emperor his father : prince, to be fubilicuted in his 
he hath expelled the dodors, place.” 

and put many of them to death, On the faith of which, we 
without form of procefs or pre- John archbilhop of Mentz have 
vlous fcntence : finally, he hath taken care to make a tranfeript 
abandoned himfelf, night and of the prercnt,ad of depofition, 
day, to .debauchery ; he hath, fealcd with our great feal. En- 
intirely negleded the affairs of '^ed and folemnly publifhcd at 
the empire ; and, having been LandjUin, in tjie year after the 
more than once exhorted and nativicyofChriili4oo,onF/7- 
fbllicitcd to reform his condud, day, Aifguff,zo, a little before 
he hath perfecuted thofe who nine o’ clock, in the eleventh 
gave him fuch falutary ad- year of the pontificate of our 
vice.” holy father pope Boniface IX, 

“ We therefore, the elcdor5,» in the prefence of the noble 
having invoked the holy name princes John and Robert, Frede* 
of God, and fitting in our tri- rk, burgrave of Nuremberg, 
banal ofjuflice, moved by the Philip oi Najfau zadi Sarbruck, 
grievances afore - mentioned, George de Leiningen, John de 
and other caufes of Hill greater ZigenJlein,Qonradzo\ivit^2i\dX\xi^ 
importance, have, by our pre- o^ tha Rhine, Renard de Wijler* 
frnt fcntence, depofed Wince- burg, John ,de Limburg, John cT 
fldus, a diflipator of the Germa- Ifemhurg, Renyerd de Hanau, and 
nic body, as a ufelefs member, fcveral other lords, knights, 
and as a chief unworthy to go- « and perfons, both fecular and 
vern the holy Ro 7 nan empire ; ecclefiaUic (5),” 

(5) Windeck, Ihji. Sipfmund, c, 15. 
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A. D. Wincrslaus was *fo little mortified at the news of his 
1400. depofition, that, whei\ he received them, ** We are over- 
Wince- << joyed (fakl he) to be delivered from the burden of the 
{[s hears a bccaufe wc jfliull have more leifnre to apply our- 

felves to thc government of our kingdom and- indeed^ 
r! during the iiincrecn years that he afterwards reigned in Bohe- 

ticK,' ?77k£, hi$ conduft was confiderably amended, .and he applied 
himfdf ferioully to calm thc difturbances which bad been 
Kiifed by Johi Hufs^ profeiTcr of theology in the nniveriity of 
Vragve^ who had embraced the dodrineof Wickliffe (I). 

After he had reigned twenty-two years as emperor, and 
fifty- fiv# as king of Bohania, being one clay at dinner in- 
formed of a tumult in thc city of Prague^ he rofe from table 
in great confiernalion ; and one of his domeflics imprudently 
faying, he knew three days before that this difturbance would 
hap{xm, Winic flans flew upon him, f)ulled him to thc ground 
by thc hair of his bead, and would have inflantly put him 
to death, had’iic not been retrained by thc intcrpofition and 
i/’i rcmonflranccs of thofe who wereprefent; fueh was the cx- 
cefs of his piifUon, that he fell downi in an apopleffic fit, and 
in a few cays after expired (K), hi the fifty-feventh year of 
his age 

’ ff Hift. Bocm. c. 37^ Dubrar. I. xxiii. ad fm, CocuLiE, 
lib. iv. ad f n. 


(T) WickliffP^ doflrine had (K) Wince fans was twice 
gained ground in Bohemia^ and married : his f rft wife was Jane 
been embraced by feveral maP^ daughter of JIhert duke of Ba^ 
ters of the univeriky of n;aria and count of Holland 
particularly by John Hu/s, who who was crowned with him at 
became the head of a feel, Aix la Chapellc, and died in the 
which grew very formidable to year 1387. After he had ef- 
the church. W'incejlnus found caped for the fecond time froni 
his account in conniving at the prifon, he, in order to fortify 
progrefs of this reformation, by nimfelf on the fide of Germany, 
thc taxes which he levied on efpoufed Sophia daughter of 
pretence of quelling the tumults duke of Bavaria', but 

W'hich it daily occafioned. He he had no iflue by either, tho’ 
was even heard to fay, that he thc annals of Poland import, 
muft take efpecial care of a that he had one daughter, 
goofe (the interpretation of named Euphemla, married to 
Hiifs in the Bohemian tongue) Uladijlaus II, king of Poland 
which laid Co him <uch eggs of (7), 
gold (6). ^ 

(61 SponJ. Contin, Barr, tom* xi, P* 159. Jlcmarq^ fur Hdfs, uhi /uprstm 
(y) Htiji H'Ji, 1. xi. e, zZ* 
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ROBERT. 

• 

A lthough Rupert or Robert count palatine of the 
Rhi^e^ duke of Bavaria^ furnamed the Short and the 
Debonair, had been formally chofen ^mperor by all the 
eledtorsi in the field of Rclntz upon the Rhine, then confe- 
crated and confirmed in the church of Cologne, by .the arch- 
bifhop of that metropolitan ; yet the inhabitants of Jix-la- Robert 
Chapclle would not allow him to be crowned in their city, al- rejufede) * 
leging they were not yet abfoived from the oath they had taken trance hj 
to Wincejlaits ; but the true reafon was their afTeffion and at- 
tachment to that prince. They were, therefore, pQt to the ^ 
ban of the empire, and otherwife maltreated, lentil they had 
taken the oath of allegiance to Robert. But the citizens of 
Nuremberg were more fortunate ; for in confidcration of a 
prefent of the wine of Bocharac, that prince difeharged them 
from the oath which they had taken in his favour 

Notwithstanding this tame refignation of Wincejlaus, 
feveral powers of Europe difapproved of his depofition. The fy 
king of France, in particular, fent ambafladors to Mentz, to France 
exptefs his concern for the difference between Robert and offers his 
Wincejlaus, and de/ired that a certain day fnight be fixed, viediation 
when all parties fiiould affemble, and treat of an accomoda- 
tion. For this purpofe he offered his own good offices, and 
demanded Robert would confent to a year’s truce, and be 
perfonally prefent at the affembly, while he undertook for 
the appearance of the king%of Bohemia, who had already 
referred himfelf to his arbitraTfen. He himfelf likewife en- 
gaged to be there in perfon, or, in cafe of impediment, to 
fend thither fome princes of the blood. Robert, and the 
cleflors of Mentz and Cologne, pretended to liften to this pro- 
pofal of an accommodation ; which in order to effeft, they 
proraifed to be at Cologne on the day of Epiphany of the fol- 
lowing year ; but as their foie intention was to gain time to 
ftrengthen their party, the negociation did not fucceed\ 

That which was fet on foot by "the king of Hungary, and the The ling 
principal noblemen of Bohemia, had no better effe^f, aJtho’e/^Hun- 
, ‘ they had affembled, and agreed to afiift Wincejlaus in his en- 
deavours to recover the imperial crown. This affair mif- nohle^ 
carried, becaufe, when they were deliberating upon 
furcs for raifing money to defray the expence of the war, 

Wincejlaus refufed to contribute, and the afTembly, being in- 
• 

Krantz, X, Wand. i. * Heiss, I , ii. c. 29. 
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themjelves cenfed at the fordiJ refufal, broke up abruptly, without 
for the de- having come to any itfolurion. The king of Bohemia^ in- 
pof dem- deed, earnelliy inWated them to renew the ncgociation, and 
Sigifimifid, in confeqUence of his intreaties, confented to an 
interview, when he promifecl to fupply him with confiderable 
fuccours, provided he would yield to him fome tjerritories, 
and bequeath to him the kingdom of Bohmla at his death ; 
conditions that were fo difpleafing lolVinceJlaus^ tliat he re- 
tired without taking leave of his brother 

Mr AN while the new emperor employed his whole care in 
remedying the diforders and divifions which had crept into 
ilie empiie, during the reigns of Charles IV. and his (on, and 
in reclaiming the dominions which they had alienated. For 
this pnrpofe, in the firft year of his reign, a diet was con- 
volved ac Frankfort^ where he deliberated with the eleftors, 
princes, noblemen, and deputies of towns, upon ways a,nd 
means for re-eftabliihing tranquility, o^der, and fecurity in the 
empire ; and, in conrequence of ihefe deliberations, feveral 
'^hich enafted and put in execution. As the el colors, in 

htcn their fentence of depofition pronounced againft Wincejlaus^ 
alienated, had alleged, among other things, that he had, for a fum of 
money, created John Galeazo duke of Milariy tho* he was 
no other than governor of Lombardy % and that the new dukcjj 
not contented with this promotion, pretended to withdraw 
ihofe countries from the fovcrcignty of the empire, and by 
force of arms make himfelf mailer of Florence, Manttia, Bo-- 
logna, and other towns and countries, to be incorporated 
with his duchy ; Robert found himfelf under the ncce/Tity of 
railing an army for reftoring the affairs of Italy to their for- 
mer fituation ; being moreover invited to this expedition by 
pope Boniface, .and the Florentines, who promifed to ad. 
vance two hundred thoufand florins for the cxpcnce of the 
undertaking K He therefore made long marches to Italy, 
and encamped before the city of Brixen, in the duchy of 
Milan : but Galeazo, being well provided with cavalry, had 
expedition Ikirmiflies the advantage of the imperialifts, 

into Italy whom he fatigued and diminilhed in fuch a manner, that, 
nvhere he ^ notwithftaiiding confiderable fuccours which arrived that 
is nvorfled fanie year, with the archbilhop of Cologne and Leopold dufce 
by John of Aufiria, Robert was obliged to return to Germany, with- 
Galcazo, out having been able to ftrike any one ifroke of importance. 
and oblige Befides, his return was rendered necelTary, becaufe the other 
Hates refufed to^perform their promife to fecond the enter- 
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^ Td. ibid. ^ Spond. CoKt. Baron, t.xi. p. 114. Chron, 
]\/Iagdeb«exM£i:i^. t. ii. p. 548. 
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prizp, being In this particular inflviei^ed by the cleflor o^itirn to 
Mentty who, not contented with hindering the ecclcfiaftics Germany 
from paying the tenth which the pope^had granted to Robert 
for his Italian expedition, had alfo alienated their afFedlion 
from the emperor. For thefereafons he was obliged, next 
year, to march back into his own country without having emh- 
advanced his own caufein Italy y either againft Oaleazodukt 
of Mikuy or done any thing in favour of the pope, againft ^ A. D. 
Ladijlaus king of Naples y who fome years after took the 140a. 
city of RomCy and expelled Boniface (L), 

The retreat of Robert leaving the field free to GakazOy he Galcazo 
propofed no lefs than the conqueft of the whole kingdom 
Italy ; and fortune feemed at firft to declare in favour of this 
undertaking ; for he made himfelf mafter of the city of 
lognay and was on the eve of reducing Florenccy when he 
was attacked by a malignant fever, which put an end to his o/hh 
life. As he left but one daughter, who was not of age, the career. 
pope availed himfelf of this opportu*^ity to wreft from the A. D. 
Milanefey Bologndy Perugidy and fome other places. The 
city of Milan fliook off the yoke of Galeazo : Verona fub- 
mitted to the vicar of the empire eftabliflicd at Padudy but 
fome time after the Venetians poffefled themfelves of that 
city.' Ladijlaus, who had been invited to afeend the throne 
of Hungary, found himfelf, in confequence of a ftrange re- 
volution, unable to cope with his competitor Sigi/mund, and 
, ^t the fame time in danger of lofing his hereditary kingdom 
of Naples, the nobility of which had revolted in his ab- 
fence. Thither, therefore, he repaired with all imaginable 
difpatch, and punifiied the fsjjels with fuch feverity, as 
feemed to be rather the effeft of cruel revenge, than the fa- 
crifice of deliberate juftice®. 

This was a favourable conjiinfture for retrieving theau* 
thority of the empire in Italy, if Robert had undertaken a 
fecontl expedition into that country ; but this he found im- 
pra£licable, becaufe the elector of Mentz, Cologne, and 
Triers, oppofed the levy of the tenths. He^ therefore, em- 

Aret. lib. xii. Anton, tit. xxii. c- 3 - § 35. " Avent. 

Ann. &c. lib. vii. p. 646. ® Guestin. Hift. Venet, 1. iv. 

(L) was fo fuccefs- to be wrought in embroidery 

ful in Italy, that he afpired to upon his robes ; Jut Cafar aui 
the ontpire, publicly affumed mbil{S). ^ 

(he title, and ordered this motto 


{8j Rtmarf, fur ijf 'ft, A xi. f. 29. 
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m- ployed himfelf at home, in pacifying the troubles of the em- 
pcrorem-^ pire, in reducing the towns that refufed to acknowlege him 
iUoyi him- fox« emperor, and in aggrandizing the dominions of his own 
eleftoratc ; for which purpofc he purchafed of William^ bi- 
ihop of Strajhurg^ the fiefs of Gegenbach^ Orteinberg^ Ofen- 
o^n^lec-^ Zell^ Hermdnihach, and feveral other lordfhips of 

Urate, ^ho* not without great oppofition from the chapter and 

body of burghers, who would by no means confent to this 
alienation ; and the emperor did not think proper to ufe vio- 
lent methods for the fupport of his acquilitioa, as he was 
not yet quite fixed on the imperial throne. 

Makes Bernard, marquis of had cftabli/hed tolls in his 
nvaro» dominions, contrary to the regulations of the public peace, 
i?crnard compelled pafiengers to pay ranfom, and impofed exceifive 
narqvisof duties upoii commei'cc ; fo that complaints of thefe exafUpns 
Laden ; laid before the emperor, who defired Bernard to fup- 

^ ' ' prefs thefe yiiquitous impohtions; but he, infligated by tlic 

eieiflor of Nkniz, refufed to obc'y the orders of Robert, who 
declared war againfi: him, took the cafile of Nulbrrg, and 
compelled him to fuc for peace ; which was granted, on con- 
dition that he fliould, for the future, attempt nothing 
againfi the liberties and immunities of the noblemen, cities 
and fubjc(Jls, of the empire p. 
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Notwithstanding this accommodation, he afterwards 
engaged in a treaty wdth Ehcrhard count dc JVlrt ember g, the 
magifirates of Sirajhurg, and the towns of Suabia ; the' 
principal article of which imported, that, fiiould the em- 
peror prefume to encroach upon the rights and privileges of 
any one of the confederated parties, the reft fliould affift 
the faid party with their troops and mohey, Robert cem- 
pkiincd of this injurious ailbcl a tion, which fuppofed that he 
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had an intention to ini’^de the privileges of his fubjefts, and 
even fummoned the towns of Suabia to appear at a general 
diet, and explain their motives for this confederacy, which, 
however, fubfificd to the day^of his death 

In fpite of all his endeavours to preferve the peace of the 
empire, a war broke out between Catherine of Burgtuuly, 
wife of Leopold of Anjlria, and the inhabitants of Baftl ; and 
notwithftanding the interpolition of Lciuis count palatine of 
the Rhine, who attempted t© compromife the difpute, hofti- 
lities were committed with various fuccefs, and great cruelty 
on both fidcs (^ho* the Juftrians were the greatefi fulFerers ift 
the defolation of the province oi Suntgau), until peace was at 
lall efiabliflied, after the war^iad raged for the fpace of two 


« Struv, Period, ix, ^7. 

ye^rs* 


F Bar RE, t. vii. p, 96. 
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years. The negoclations were renewed by means of Rodol- 
phuSy marquis of Hochbergy allied to jche city of BafiL A 
congrefs being appointed at Enjijbeimy the peace was hap* 
pily concluded, and a league, offenfive and defcnfive, for 
the term of fix years, took place between the town of BafJ 
and Frederic duke of Jujlria^ fucceflbr to Lcopgldy who died 
without male iflue ; tho’ his widow Catherine w\as left in pof- 
feflion of Suntgauy and the territories belonging to the houfe 
of Aujiria in Mface ^ 

During this conteft in Alfaccy Bohemia was involved in John 
new diforders, in confequcnce of a new doftrine in religion, Hufs 
firfl broached by Wichliffcy in Englandy and now adopted by frtachis 
John Hufs y re<fl:or of the univerfity Prague \ who, tho’ 
oppofed by tlie archbilhop, and cenfured by pope Jlexan- 
dcr-V, clefled by the council of Pi/ay continued to preach, 
and make converts wdth great fuccefs, under the proteflionof ^ 
Wincejlaus and his queen, who even condefeended to rtcon^ 1408. 
cile him with the archbifliop. * 

JohnXXIIL who fuccccded Alexander, cited Ht/fs to ap* Is excom- 
pear at his tribunal, and the reftor, refufing to obey, was jfnicated 
excommunicated. At the fame time the pope laid the city 
of Prague under interdiftiou, and forbad all the priefts to 
celebrate mafs, baptize, marry, or perform any other religious 
funflion, while Hufs ftiould refide in that capital. The pub^ j ^’09.* 
Jication of this fentcnce was followed by troubles and fedi- 
tion : Wince flaus fhut himfelf up in the fortrefs of Vifgradsy 
and John Hufs retired to Hujfinety the place of his nativity,, 
where he appealed from the ju^^ment of the pope, to the 
holy trinity, and wrote to the cardinals, offering to give an 
account of his faith, even at the hazard of the fire, before the 
univerfity of Prague, and in the prefence of thofe who had 
attended his leftures and fermons »• 

T Hr fuccefs of John Hufsy however, was extremely pre^ His fuccefs 
judicial to the univerfity of Prague \ for he was no ioontx 
admitted into that body, than, by his cabals and intereft/^ 
with WincefauSy he deprived the Germans of two in three °f 
votes which they had in the eleftion of a reftor ; and this de- 
privation incenfed them fo much, that they abandoned the 
univerfity ; fome repairing to the academy at heipfic, lately 
founded by Frederic P/illiam duke of Saxony J and others 
ijsttling at Erford, Ingoldfladty Rcjlocky and Cracovia ^ 

' Anna]. del’Emp. t. ii. p. 4^9. ' Rainald, ad an. 

^409. ‘ SyLY. c, 35. 
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TAf fchifm The church of Rmte not only fufFcred from thcfc innova- 
tf the tions, but alfo continued in a ftate of dillraftion from the 

(htirch fchifm which ftill prevailed, and which the emperor at- 
0»uttnues. tempted in vain to extinguilh. 

Benedict XIII. and Gregory XII. tho* they had fworn 
to refjgn the ponijficate, ftill found new pretences to evade 
the performance of their oath ; and in the mean time their 
difpute was attended with very tragical confcquences. John 
of Bavaria was appointed bifhop of Liege by Gregory,, and 
* Theodoric dc Pervis nominated to the fame fee by BenediEf, 
A cruel This competition produced a civil war, in which were engaged 
counts of Flanders, Namur, Holland, and the eleftor of 
died by a the fupporters of John ; while the party of Pervis 

was fupported by Liege, Louvain, Brujfels, and all the towns 
tilhopvic Rrabant, which raifed fifty thoufand men for his fervice. 
^ Liege. at the head of this army, invefted Maejlricht, to 

which John had retired, and carried on the fiege with liich 
vigour, that the place was reduced to the utmoft extremity ; 
when it was, relieved by the duke of Burgundy, who marched 
to the fuccour of John, defeated his adverfary in a pitched 
battle, and conduced him in tiiumph to Liege, which was 
abandoned to pillage. John, upon this occafion, condemned 
one hundred and twenty noblemen to lofe their heads ; a 
greater number was hanged; and four-and-twenty were 
thrown headlong into the together? with the legate of 

BenediFl, and all the officers of Pervis. The favage prelate, 
not contented with thefe facrificcs to his revenge, re- united 
to his fee all the privileges t^he city of Liege, the county of 
Loos, the Hnjhaye, St, Troif, and the duchy of Bouillon : he 
fuppreffed the.offiCcs of bailie, provoft, mayor, and flierifF, 
and fined the province and the town of Liege in two hundred 
thoufand crowns, for which he took hoftages 

While Gregory XII. who was acknowleged pope in 
Italy, convened a council at Aquileia, to which he invited 
Robert and other Chriftian kings; and BenediFt Xlil. who was 
owned for pope in France, held another council at Catalonia ; 
the cardinals convoked a third at Pifa ; and the emperor, 
nffembling the eleftors at Bacharat, and afterwards at Nu- 
remberg, appointed the meeting of a diet in the city of Frafik- 
fort ; at which were prefent two cardinals, one from Gre*> 
gory, and another from the facred college. After long and 
public debates, the opinions of the affembly were divided 
between the t\ffo popes, the greateft part of the archbifhops, 

t* 

• Monstrel. aVAnn. 1408, p* 51. 
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prelates, and princes, efpoufing the caufe of the cardinals ; A* D. 
and the emperor, together with the archbifhop of Triers^ 141O. 
the duke of Bavaria, and feme othel-s, declaring for Gre- 
gory, who propofed that a council fhould be held at UJina, 
in the friuli, under the direftion of the emperofr, by whofe 
decifion he promifed to abide *. Robert, therefore, fent an • 

archbifttop, two bifhops, two doftors, and his chancellor, as 
ambaffadors.to Pi fa, to prove, by learned arguments^ that the to the 
cardinals ought not to have depofed Gregory • but finding coundiat 
they could gain no Converts to this opinion, and that the Pifa ; 
cardinals, being attached to IVinceJlaus, would not eten own to 
their mailer for eniperor, they appealed from the council 
Pifa to an cjecumenlcal council, and retired without taking 
leave y. Notwithftanding this appeal, the council proceeded 
to^ the depofition of the two popes, and raifed Alexander V. 
to the papal chair ; by which election the fchifm was aug- 
mented. The emperor wrote to feveral princes, alTuring 
them, that the council at Pifa was not canonical, and that 
he would continue to acknowlcge Gregory as the true pope, 
until a lawful and canonical fcntence Ihould be pronounced 
againfi him. 

As for Alexander, he notified his elevation Id the fove- PofeAlcx^ 
reigns of Europe, and, in his letter to Wtnceflaus, bellowed ander^iVi, 
upon that prince the title of king of the Romans ; a circum- and is fw 
fiance which intailed upon him the^ hatred of Robert, wjio h 
* complained of the infult to the princes of Germany, and pro- ” j 
hibited them from acknowleging Alexander as pope. This 
laft, in order to weaken the ^rce of the emperor’s refent- 
ment, found means to detach fSveral German bilhops from 
his party, by creating them legates of the* holy lee; and 
thefe exerted all their endeavours to ellablilh the aurhoriry 
of the council at Pift. But the efforts of their zeal were in 
a little time fufpended by the death of Alexander, in whole 
room feventeen cardinals, in the conclave, ele<Slcd Balthazar 
Coffa, cardinal dean of St. Eujfache, who alTumed the name 
of John XXIII. and wa^ aCknbwleged by thegreateft paft of 
Europe \ for BenediEl was owned by no nation h\it Spain 
and Scotland ; and all Gregory'"^ influence extended no farther 
than fome dominions of Italy and Germany, in which the 
authority of Robert prevailed *. 

Ladislaus, king of Poland, w^as diverted from interefting LadiHaus 
himfelf in thefe events, by a war in which Ijp was engaged king of 

*Niem. 3. de Schifm. 39* €obel. inCofmod. & ap. Mag. 

Chron. Belg. r Moine de Saint Denys, I xxviii. * Chroa. 

Sponheim. 


with 
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Poland with the knights of the Teutonic order, who had detained 
engaged hi twenty of his ftlips laden with corn for the ufe of the Llthua- 
a war nians, and refufed tociake proper fatisfa^flion. Both parties 
With the recourfe to arms ; the knights made an irruption into 
Poland^ and were defeated, with great (laughter, near Ka- 
lifch. This misfortune was the more fevere, as it produced 
a revolt in the towns of Priijfia^ which returned to the do- 
minion of Pola}id^. 

By this time Robert had almoft extinguiflied all the fac- 
tions in Germany^ and would have enjoyed the peaceful 
fruits of his policy and diferetion, had not John, eledfor of 
Mentz^ who was his indefatigable enemy, ftill found frefli 
expedients to keep him in vexation. He had been the in- 
ftrument of forming aflbeiations and leagues againfl: the im- 
perial authority ; he had traverfed him in all the (Icps he 
took for terminating the fchifm in the church ; and another 
caufe of mifunderflanding between them was a caftle, which 
the cleftor Ijegan to build in Hochjl agalrift the will of tlie 
Robert emperor, w^ho put his troops in motion, in order to hinder 
takes the him by force from proceeding ; but this defign was fruftrated 
feld a- by a fever, which attacked him at Oppenhem, and put a pe- 
gainp the riod to his life, in the ninth year of his reign He was 
elector of Buried Heidelberg (M), where, before his elevation to the 
Mentz ; Be had founded an academy, which was confirmed by 

pope VI. 

This prince acquired the furname of Shorty on account of * 
his ftature, tho* he was extremely vigorous and aftive. Yet 
lUscha- he is more celebrated for his-juftice and clemency to men, 
raster. and his piety to God, thaiif-ror his magnanimity, or warlike 
exploits. He Jiad made fome progrefs in letters, was en- 
dowed with uncommon penetration, and there is no other 
blemilh in his character, chan that of being a little addifted 
to the love of money. During his laft illncfs, he named 

» Douol. Hilt. Polon. L x. ^ Spond. Contin. Baron. 
t. ii. p. 175, ® CuspiNJAN. p. 393. 

(M) Some authors allege, he was royally interred in the 
that he was buried at S/nre; church of the Holy Ghoft in 
but that he was interred at .fib- this city, but even inferts the 
dclherg plainly appears from the infeription on his monument 
teftimony of Cufpinianusj who (9). 
not only poiitivgly aiSirms that 

(9) CufpinLn. p. 393, 
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fcven triiilees (N) for thediflribution of his dominions among 
his children ; and, according to their regulation, Lewis u’/V/^ 
the long Beards othci'wife furnamed the Blind, uhofc elder^^/ 
brothers, Rupert, Pepin, and Frederic, were dead, 
ceeded to the deflorate of Palatine and the lordihip of 
herg, John had Sulzbach, Nuburg, a^id the ccatnty of 
Cham* Simmerin, Dcnx Fonts ; Lutzcljicin, fell to the 
fiiarc of Stephen, and Sintzbclm was Oito'^ patiimony (0). 

JOSS E, or JODOCUS. 

^ F T E R the death of Rupert, Jodociis, or JoJJe, marquis of Jodocu$ 

" Moraina, is fliid to have been defied emperor and xodetidd, 
h.u'c lived fix months after hiseleflion ; but as he was never 
ackfiowleged, he cannot be juflly ranked among the emperors, 

\kjt but that he was regularly defied at Frankfort by a ma- * 
-ority of the members afTcmbled at the diet convoked by 
pJjn archbifhop of Mentz : tho’ Stgi/mund was *at the fame 
time proclaimed king of the Romans by the archbifhop of 
Triers and the count palatine ; fo that at this period there 
were three emperors and three popes, and each had a num- 
ber of adherents ; for Wlncejlaus fliil muhuained his title to 
the imperial throne 

SiGisAiUND, hearing that his coufm Jofe was defied, 
threatened to invade the marquifaic of Bloravia, and was Moravia* 
afliially employed in making preparations for that expedition, 
when he received the news of hjs death ; which happened at M * * * 
Brin about three months after hilipcleflion L 

^ Goldast. t. ili. Got, EL. Cofm, act. vi. c. 90. Avcnt. Ann. 

Boior. 1 . vii. p, 647. Eccard. t. i. Sigif. apud 

\'oNDER Harp, 

(N't The try (lees were archduke of Juft n a-, Jgnes, 

bifhor ot Spire, John of Herts:.- ^ifeof Adolphus O^CUnjes', 
horn, 'fft'n of Dalhdrg, Het-man and Blargaret, matched with 
o( Ro'^t nftein, Francis IVolhert of Charles I. duke of Lorrain^ All 
Slduigen, Rupert of Helmftadt, thefe children were born xo Ro- 
Knebel [\o), hert by his wife Elizabeth, 

(O) His daughters were, daughter of Frederic burgravc 
Elizabeth, married to Frederic of Nuremberg ( U )• 

(10) Remarq.f^^ Fdfs, uhi Jup» (ij) M 

t 
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SIGISMUND. 

« 

T his prince’s death was no fooner known, than the arch- 
bifliop of Triers^ and the count palatine of the Rhine^ 
preffed the eleftoraF college to confirm the choice which they 
had made during the preceding year ; but as it refufed to de- 
cide an aflTair of fuch confequence, without the participation 
of the ftates, the archbilbop of Mentz aflembled a diet at 
. . Frankfort, where Sigifmmd was elefted by the unanimous 
confent of the eleftors. % 

to^ Sigifmund, the fon of the emperor Gharhs VI. and brother 
^imperial WinceJlaUs, had, before his elevation to the imperial dig- 
nity, reigned feven-and-tweniy years in the kingdom of 
Hungary, fince the death of Leuuis his father-in-law, whom 
he fucceeded. As this prince was promoted to the empire 
on account of his great qualities, and the wife conduct he 
maintained in his own government, in the midft of many 
difficulties, it will not be unfeafonable to fay fomething in 
this place of the means by which he Was raifed to that 
throne. 

j retro- while he was yet very young, to the 

fpeSive cCUrt of Lewis king of Hungary ; who had no other children 
account of than two daughters, Mary and Heduvige, the younger of 
this prince, whom had been promifed to Jagellon, grand duke of Lithua* 
Ilia, who married her, and afterwards afeended the throne of* 
Poland, while Mary the cldeft was betrothed to Sigifmund, 
Hiseduca- Lewis, for this reafon, caufe^lum to be educated with great 
tion in carc, and prevailed upon the ftates of the kingdom to uo« 
Hungary, minate him asliis fuccelTor, on condition that his marriage 
with Mary fliould be confummated. But, before this con- 
dition could be fulfiled, Lewis died, and Mary fucceeded to 
the throne, under the regency of queen Elizabeth, her mo- 
ther, affifted by the counfels of Nicholas Cara, count or 
grand matter of the palace, bfecaufe Sigifmund, being at that 
time but fifteen years of age, had not married the princefs, 
nor was fuppofed capable of governing the dominions. This 
I'hi queen ixjintfter engrofied the whole authority under thefe queens, 
El* b th became extremely arrogant in confequence of his fuccefs ; 

to order to reader his power ftill more abfolute, he be- 

the coun- 8^^' fufpicions and jealoufies between his miftrefles and 
felsofilu the principal npblemen of the kingdom; a wicked piece of 
cholas policy, which proved fatal to the ftate, by creating a general 
©ara. averfion againft the governmffnt ; and to fuch a degree did 
this diflaffeiftion prevail, that the nobles privately feot the 
billiop of Zagabria, with an offer of the crown of Hungary 

to 
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to Charles Durazzo^ king of Naples^ who was related to Charles 
the young queen. That prince joyfully embraced the pro- Dotazao, 
pofal, notwithftanding the dilFualions or his queen, and moft 
faithful adherents ; and, after having fettled the affairs of . 

Sicily to his own mind, began to prepare for his journey to 
Hungary Queen Elizabeth^ apprifed of thefe fecret tranf- Hunga-^ 
actions, and underftanding that Charles was a61:ually upon the pan 
road to take poireffion of the kingdom, and effeft a marriage throne. 
between Mary and his fon Ladijlaus^ in order to fecure the 
crown to his owm family by that alliance ; the queen, I fay. 

Informed of thefe circumftances, refolved, if pofTible, to 
fruftrate his deiigns, and, as the firfl ftep, folemnized the 
marriage of Sigifrmmd with her daughter. This affair was Sigif- 
no fooner concluded, than flie {itwt Sigifmund into Bdhemid, rtwindire-^ 
becaufe he was not yet powerful enough to maintain an open ^ 
war againft his competitor. In the mean time, Charles ar- Bohemia*’ 
rived at Offen, where the court of Hungary refided, and was 
very honourably received by the queens ; who, •diflembling 
their refentment, feemed even to concur with the Hungarians 
in raifing him to the throne. He was no fooner acknowleged Charles 
king, than he took the admiuiflration into his own hands, and takes the 
the ceremony of his coronation was performed with great admi- 
magnificence. But, as his promotion was intirely owing to nijlratiou. 
popular pafiioD and caprice, the noblemen and people in a i^to his 
little time grew tired of his government ; and, changing 
their note, expatiated on all occafiions upon the virtues of * 

their queens. Elizabeth , who had amufed Charles with the amufed 
hopes of a treaty, by which Sjojftnund would refign the quem 
kingdom in his favour, having obferved this happy change Eliza- 
in the minds of the fubjefls, refolved to profit* by the occa- beth, 
lion, and rid herfelf of this new intruder ; and this ex- 
.pedient flie ufed to effect her purpofe. Slie and her daugh- 
ter, together with the Palatine Caray invited him to their 


apartment in the palace, in order to communicate a letter, 
which fhe pretended to have received from Sigifmimdy touch- 
ing his renunciation of .the crown. Charles went thither 
without the leaft fufpiclon, and had no fooner fat down by 
Elizabethy than the Palatine entered the room, accompanied 
by a man employed for that purpofe ; who, pafling behind 
the king, cleft his head with a fabre, tho’ he did not die till 
fome days after he had received the firoke ^ (P). 


and trea- 
cheroujly 
murdered 
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rcStion. 
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6 Spond. Cont. BarPvE, t. ii. p, 44. ^ Thur, in Car. 

Pary. c. 8. Bonfin. 3. Hcc. i. Car. Par, 3; 

(P^ He was wounded by one markable for his bodily flrengtli 
Blapus For^atchy a man re- and audacity, while the palace 
Mod. Hist, Vol. XXIX. B b was 
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Elizabeth, thinking fhe had thus dillipated the fciftioii 
of Charles by his death, re-eftabliflicd herfelf in her former 
authority, .and few ^people prefumed to call her condu<5l iu 
queftion, as this cruel fcheme had been executed in confe- 

? [uence of the afTiirances (lie had received of the fidelity of her 
ubjefts. Neverthciefs, this murder did not pafs unpunifhed ; 
for fomc time after, the queens being on a progrcfs through 
Lower Hungary, with the Palatine Gara and their ordinary 
retinue, Hiornard, governor, or judge provincial, of Croa- 
tia, who had been appointed by king Charles, refolved to 
furprife the affaffins. For this purpofe he alTemblcd a good 
number of men, and laid an ambiifcade upon the road ; by 
which the court was fiirroundcd, the Palatine murdeier 
of Charles were cut to pieces, and all the domeflics of Gara 
killed, without pity, in their endeavours to fave the life of 
their mafier. Nor was Icfs inhumanity ufed towards the 
queen -mother EHzahelh, whom they pulled out of her 
vehicle, and dragged by the Inair of the head before the 
judge provincial k There file, in a pathetic manner, pleaded 
her own caufc ; alleging, that king Charles had treated the 
princefs Mary with contempt and deiifion, and unjiifily dif- 
pofielfcd her of her kingdom. She, moreover, threw herfelf 
on her knees before him, implored his pardon for the afTaf- 
fination, and conjured him to remember the favours he had 
received from the late king J.cwis lier hufi^and. ''Fheprin- 
cefs I\Liry, kneeling alfo bclore him, reinforced the fuppli^ 
cations of her mother, bcfeeching him to manifefi: his grati- 
tude to her father’s hviiife ; J[>ut their grief, humiliation, and 
rcraonfirances, had no ellccl. Alary was inclofed in a dif- 
, mal dungeon, .and the v]iiecn-motber, notwlthfiauding ail her 
tears and iiUreaties, milcrably drowned in the rivulet of 
Rofeth, Such was tlic fruit of her minifier’s violent counfels, 
to which Ihe had paid a blind and implicit regard. Sigif- 
miuid no fooncr undei flood the particulars ot this piteous 
caiailiophe, than he, let oiu«wiih a powerful army, which he 

^ Eonfin. u!m u;p, Tc.uav iu Siglf. cap. i. 

was fecured agaiufl hivs attend- wa: ftraaglcd. His body was 
ants and fiends by NiC‘>olas biiiied, without pomp, in the 
G>ira. After having rccfived church of St. Audrenv ; and af- 
the wound, he was thrvowa in icrwards, being dug up, lay a 
prifon, a poifoned pbillcr ap- \u :g time e.xpofed, on account 
plied to his head, and, that not of hi:, having died under a fen- 
producing the defircd efted, he tcncc of excommunication (12). 
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Iiad gradually aflcmbled, and marehed ftrait into Hinigary^ a 
where he was received with open arms, and univ/erfal pon-verful 
plaufc. His arrival in that kingdom ^iid not a little difcon- 
cert Hwrnardy wiio had no reafbn to expert that Jiis cruelty 
would pafs unpuuiflied. With a view, therefore, to divert, 
or at lealf dimiiiilh, the fury of the impending llonn, he re- 
moved cpeeii into a comfoitablc aparniieiit, and or-^^^^^ 

dered her to be treated according to her equality. He even Md\yjns 
vifiied her in piifon, and propofed that Ihe fliould be allow- que:n is 
cd to return to Hungary , provided flie would infure his life. A / at 
his oflice, and his fortune. This was fuch a welcome 
pofal, that'Ihe confirmed the promife by an oath j adding, Hior- 
that file would look upon him as her father, from the mo- 
ment fhe fliould obtain her liberty. In confequence of this 
promife, the judge provincial fenther with an efcort of troops 
liS Of cn^ wlicre her hufband king waited for her 

coming, and where file was received with all the deinonflra- 
tions of public joy 

Some days after her return, the fiates of Htmgary af- /j 
fenibled at CronweiffemLourg, where Sigifmund was cruwmed, cro^rntd^ 
in the twentieth year of his age ; and this ceremony wms no 
(ooner performed, than he refolved to revenge the cruelty 
which had been exercifed upon the queen his mother-in-law : 
his wife, indeed, liad promifed, and even fworc, that ilie 
would never pii nidi the perpetrators of thatmuider ; but fhe 
could not undertake for tlie condudl: of her hufband, who 
determined to make an example of the chief a6i:or in that 
tragedy. He accordingly fent proper perfous into Croatia^ 
who apprehended the judge pr.wincial and his accomplices, 
and coudufted them to the dry of the Five CbiinhcSy ov Fun- 
Jkcrchen, Inhere, in confequence of a fentence pronounced F^evetiges 
by Sigifmitndy Fliornard's hands being tied behind his back, 
he was dragged through the ftrects, his flefh tore off' with 
red hot pincers, and, being quartered, the four parts of his 
body were hung up iu the fej^ir nioff confpicuous places of 
the city ; while all his accomplices were beheaded, except 
the bidiop of Zagabrid^ whofe life was fpared on account of 
his fundion, tho‘ lie was expelled fiom the lee, and his 
eflate conlifcaied. Sigifmund had not been many years in bafrs his 
poflefTion of Ifis good fortune, when, upon a journey, 
received the news of his queen’s death, which alieded liini 
to fueh a degree, that he detached himfcif from the woi Id for 
feme time, and indulged his grief in rctiitmeiit at Ojfen. 

Whether thk melancholy occjy[ion recalled the remembrance 
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of the rci’olt, in confequence of which Charles had been in- 
vited to the throne ; or that he could no longer fupprefsthe 
refenrment which he« harboured againft the authors of that 
revolution, whofeemed to brow-beat him in fecurity, with- 
out having ever condefceiidcd to follicit his forgivenefs ; 
certain it is, he refylvcd to call them to a fevere account for 
/o punip rebellion in which they had been engaged ; and cm- 
tvoft noble- ployed an officer, whofe name was George IVeulaJfen, to ar- 
^badTn^^ reft them privately, without refledHng on the troublefomc 
•vitrd confcqnences of fnch a mcafure. A prince cannot too cau- 
L’harks tioiifly revfylve every circumftance of a ftep which he pro- 
to th2 pofes to take without the advice of his council, every mem- 
throne, her of which is, in fonie mcafure, an addition to the fagacity, 
as well as a fan^tion to the condudl, of his fovercign. IVeid- 
effen, leaving airemblcd a good number of troops, on pre- 
tence of going to vifit Lovjer Hungary y fell in with the de- 
linquents ; who, fufpcifting his defign, had united in a body 
Theban and taken the field : but he attacked them in the night, took 
apprehtnd- them all piifonevs, loaded them with fetters, and lent them 
to the king at Offen, When they were brought to their trial 
before Sigi/mundy and fome princes and noblemen, they 
•would not make an obeifance to the king, nor anfwer to the 
qneftions that were afkcd ; fo much did they clefpife the dan- 
ger of their fituation. An infiance of indifierence and dif- 
refpeeft, which provoked Sigt/iiunnl to fuch a degree, that he 
ordered them to be infiaatly beheaded * ; and the fentence W’^ac 
iint put to executed upon two-aiiJ-ibiriy noblemen, diftin- 

giiifiied not only by thur birth, but alfo by the fei vices they 
had done the ftate. Stepdaeii (.'ofitus, one o( the chiefs of this 
confederacy, looked upon death widi inch lortitude and con- 
tempt, that he defircd the executioner to fh ike him on the 
fore part of the neck, bccaufc he could never brook the 
thought of receiving a wound behind. I'his cruel execution 
made fnch an impreflion on many of the piiiuxs, that they 
conceived an abhorrence fpr Sigi/hiuud, whom they in- 
veighed againft as a tyrant, and againft whom they after- 
wards rebelled. 

'Bat.izft AZKT, the Turki/h foltan, taking the advantage of thefe 

mt.tiL'ii inteftine troubles, and probably iiuircd by the makontents 
tv^Lvmds of xhc kingdom, marched tuwards the fioiiricis, in order 
to invade the country ; bn: (.haucing to imert c pt a mellen- 
UriMr^ gcr wdth a letter from tinfxiur ut Coajiantinophy 

Uxi^ar) , expedition, 

he fb nnn I inccnicd aga^ufi the Iciuier, that, p(;ftpoiung 
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his defign upon Hungary^ he turned his arms againfl: Con* 
Jlantinople, which he fuddenly inverted by fea and land : ! defeats 

being there informed that Sigifmiuid had taken the held with dgif- 
a numerous army, reinforced by Freiich and Germans, to the at 
amount of 100,000 men, and advanced to the city oi Nico- 
polis, he inftantly raifed the blockade ; atid, marching thither 
with great expedition, attacked the Chriitians in the night* 
and cut their whole army in pieces "h In this battle, a great 
part of the Hungarian nobility was (lain, and the kingdom 
furtained fuch alofs, as laid it open to the incurfions of the 
enemy (Q_). A^fov Sigifmiind, who efcaped the carnage by 
flight, inrtead of exerting his endeavours to repair this fatal 
overthrow, he abandoned himfelf wholly to his pleafurcs, 
without beftowing the leart attention to the neceffities of the 
ftate ; fo that the avcrfion and contempt of his fiibje^h every * 
day increafed againft him ; the nobles and got ernors of pro- 
vinces openly taxed him with indolence and mal-adminiftra- 
tlon; and, finding the people ripe for revolt, feeured his per- 7*^^- Hun- 
fon, and committed him to the cullody of the two fons of garians 
Cara, whom he had pul to death, becaufe they were knowg confine 
to be his moft bitter enemies Then they proclaimed La- their kingx 
diflaus king of Hwigary ; and this prince, who was fon of 
Charles king of Naples, entering Dalmatia, was received as 
fovereign in the city of Zara : neverthelefs, the cartle of 
Buda, and the other fortrefles of the kingdom, together 
‘with High Hungary, ftill faithfully adhered to the oath 
which they had taken in favour of Sioifmimd, even while he 
Avas a miferable prifoner, fubjefted to all the infolcnce and 

*"Chalcond. 1 . ii. Leunci.. 1 . VI. TiiuR.in Sigif. cap, 6 * 

Bonfin, 3. Dec. 2. " Thur. in Sigif. c. 9, & feq. 

(QJ Hiftorians arc much di- all probability, the Hungarians 
vided about the battle of Nico- were twice beaten near the 
poiis, Leuncla*viu$ affirms, that .fame place ; but the overthrow 
it was fought in the year 1 393; they fullained in the year 1396 
and Juvenalis Urfinus, rftchbi- Teems to have been the laofl 
fhop of Rheims, an hiftorian of important : for we do not find, 
thofe days, confirms this date, that Sigifmund made another 
by obferving, that Sigi/mund effort againft the virtor. Itap- 
wrote a letter that fame year to pears alfo, that there was a 
the king of France, defcribing great number of French in his 
the battle, and folliciting fuc- army at this brattle, who were 
court to repair his lofs. On the probably fent in confequenceof 
Other hand, Bonfiniu5,FhQrofius, %h\s iolliQxXTXiQiei, after his firft 
and Anjentinus, agree in placing defeat, 
it three years later j fo ^at, in 
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nihrpre^ rancoiir of hh moft inveterate foes. NoiwUliftandiiig thi§ 
wathuii>n depluiable fitviation, fnch was his adcliefs, that he grar 
hi$ heprrs dually iulinuaied himfelf into the favour of Cara's widow, 
who, at length, fairly undertook to cfte^l his enlargement. 
ai liberty. ijjj. {]je held frequent corifultatioiis with her fons, 

to whom iheobferv^d, that fucli attempts upon the perfon 
of a fovcrcign were ufually attended with fatal confcqnenccs ; 
that the people v/ere uuffeady in their lel >ju(:;.)n'->, nud might 
as fuduenly udloreas they had depofed the' king ; and, even 
if fii dt a re^ oliuion Hiouid not happen, that the fuccellor 
would juvenge them the caulc of SlgifiiutaA^ thro’ fear 
oi meeting witii the fame ill ulage. She likevvife difplaycd 
the honour and advantage which they niigiu acquire by fer- 
ting the king at li'oeity. Thcfc icinr)nf\rances wcic not loft 
upon her fons, whom the king promifed, upon oath, to in- 
vert u'ith Mora’ina, provided they would enable him tq 
He retires n^:d<c the giant cfteclual^ Thus perfuaded, they enlarged, 
/a,Bohe- and conduTad him to that province, from whence he rc- 
mia ; paired to Bohemia, 

ref arm Til UR K having raife 1 a confiderable army^ he marched 
nvithcin kingdom, and, without oppofition, reduced 

etrjny, ami wJiole country to obedience. He kept the promife which 
9 f fames hc had made to his deliverers ; and, during the reft .of his 
/>/f auiho- reign, com[)ortcd himfelf with fuch clemency and affability 
rity> towards his enemies, as well as friends, that hc foon re- 
trieved th.e fricndfhip and confidence of his people. From 
his own exjVsjience, which coft him fo much, hc extracted 
this maxim, that he who can peither forgive, nor occafionally 
connive, will never make ‘^n'eat proficiency in the art of 
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IJis reputation extended to the neigboiiring nations ; and 
trie ftates of Germany thought they could not find a more 
accompli (lied prince to wear the imperial crown. 

Tor news of his confirmation found him in Hungary^ 
from nvIik fKc hr immediately fct out for the empire; and, in 
order to f ulfil the expe«^l:<uion of ihofe who called him to this 
high digmgy, he rcfolved to cmpluy his whole attention in 
remedying two grievances, under which Germany at that 
tiinc groaned ; thcfc were, the confufion, oppreftion, and 
diibrder, which prevailed in the provinces, and the fchifm 
‘which had for thiity years diftra<fted the church He be- 
gan his reign with alienating the cledtoratc of Brandenburg 
in fie/on r of Frederic burgravc of Nuremberg ^ fprung from 
the counts of Hohenzollern^ prince of great merit, from 
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whom theprefentmarquiflcsof Brandenburg orate of 
for this purchafe he gave four hundred thoufand florins ; Brandcu- 
but Sigifmund rcferved to himfelf and his brother the right burg, 
of redemption for the fame fum, in cafe the male heirs of the 
burgrave fliould fail p. 

At this aflcmbly too, he mediated an accommodation be- 
tween IVilliarn count de Berg and Theodor ic de Meiirs, who 
liad been at war for feveral years about the arcbbifliopric of ^ 

Cologne^ for which William and Tbeodoric were competitors, 

The firff had been confirmed by Gregory XIII. and the other 
by Jolm^XlU, The difpnte was left to thcdccifion of arms. William 
Tbeodoric defeated his adverfary, and returned in triumph to count de 
Cologne^ where he was received with extraordinary aLclama- Berg and 
tions ; while William was fain to fue for peace, which Ire Thcodo- 
obtained, on condition of renouncing all his pretenfions to 
the arcbbifliopric, and marrying Tbeodoric* s nkee, daughter 
of the count of Tccklcmbourg 

This afhiir being happily compromifed, the emperor en- 
dcavoured, by remonftranccs, to reform the court of his bro- Wincc- 
Xhox Wincejlansy which was a feene of riot, luxury, and ex* flaus/orf* 
cefs, and afforded a dangerous example to the whole bis 

&om oi Bohemia*, but all his reprefentations proved inefiee- 5 
tual, even tho’ Sigifmund threatened to put him to the baa 
of the empire, unlefs he would amend his way of life. 

The next affair that engroffed the emperor’s attention, 

• was the war between Ladijlaus king of Poland, and the 7 Vz/- 
tcnic order, which, tho’ generally difad vantageous to the 
knights, was flill maintained by the indufiry of Henry de 
Plaven, the grand raafler, whe# raifed fums of money, by 
mortgaging to Wincejlaiis fome fiefs belonging to the order in 
Bohemia, and even found means to detach the duke of 
Lithuania from the intereft of Poland, Ladijlaus, in this 
emergency, made advances towards a peace, which was ac- 
cordingly effe^Icd, on condition that his PoHfj majefly fhould 
rclinquifli all his pretenfionr.upon to x.h(^ Teutonic 

order. But he afterwards engaged in a private treaty with 

pHe iss, ubl fupra. ^ Cofmod, ubi fupra. 

(Pw) At the fame time he the crown, which are fent to 
granted, by letters patent, to the coronations of emperors by 
the city of Nitrernhenr, the pri- a foUmn deputation from that 
vilege of keeping the imperial city (13). • 
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engages in the cmpcror, who repaired to Cracovia on pretence of a vifit ; 
a treaty by which agreement the two princes promifed to join .their 
nvith La- forces, invade PruJJict^ deftroy the Teutonic order, and di- 
diflaus, between them’the conquered dominions At the fame 

A princes made an offenfive and defenfive alli- 

ance with #cham pf the Tartars, who engaged tp 

^eutmiic^ affift them againft all their enemies. 

erder ; SoME time after this agreement, he was obliged to march 
marches towards Dalmatia, in confcquence of a quarrel with the 

netians, touching the poflefhon of that country, on which 
they had laid violent hands, as well as upon many 
places that belonged to the empire ; provoked by thefe in- 
palmatia. vafions, he marched ngainil: them with an army of Hiinga* 
nans, and reduced feveral caftles and flrong places ; but asf 
he had, by a public edlS:, commanded the German princesr 
to take the field, and affift him in this war, and not one of 
them had obeyed the fummons, he did not think it prudent 
to proceed at his own expence ; but conclude^ a peace with 
.. the firfl opportunity*. After this treaty, he advanced into 

in/^Lom under various pretences, tho’ his fble aim was to 

bardy j finhh the negociation which he had begun with pope John 
and confers^^^* touching the convocation of a general council, by 
m)ith pope which the peace of the church might be reftored, in extin- 
John, guifhing the fchifm produced from the fadlions of three pre- 
eonmohes a tended popes. Upon this fubjeft, he had feveral confer- 
council at ences with the legates of John, who waited upon him in per- 
fon at Placentia, and then accompanied him at Lodi, where 
they came to a determination of convoking a council. Bulls 
were accordingly expedited, *kppointing it to be held at Con- 
Jiance, and to be^opened on the firjft day of November, in the 
following year ^ 

The emperor, upon this occafion, publifhed a memorial, 
inviting all the bifhops of Chriftendom to the council, and 
promifing fafe condufts to all thofe who fhould think them 
neceffary : he fent ambafladorr, to Charles VI. of France, to 
follicit his perfonal appearance at this a/Tcmbly ; he wrote on 
the fame fubjeft to BenediD XIIL who had retired into the 
dominions of Spain ; and in a letter to Gregory XII. who re- 
fided in the kingdom of Naples, earneftly defircd he wuld 
repair to Conjlance, and refer his caufe to the decifion of an 
oecumenical council, which he (the emperor) had agreed 
with John to afle^ble, in order to terminate the fatal difputes 
pf the church ’ 

' Dugl. Hift. Polon. 1 , xi. * » Avent. Ann. Boior. 1 . vn. 
p. 659, & feq. * SroN». Contin. Barr. t. ii. ad ann. 1415. 
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Over and above thefe precautions, Sigifmund^ overflowing 
with zeal for the interefts of religion, repalled the Alps^ and 
made a progrefs through divers provinces in Germany, in or- 
der to difpofe the minds of the people for concurring with his 
pious intention of finilhing the fchifm. He reconciled the 
bilhop and chapter with the citizens of iStra/hurg, and con- 
firmed the privileges granted by his predecellbrs to the im- 
perial towns united to the prefefture of Alface ; but the two 
antipopcs exerted all their endeavours to traverfe his defign : 
both prbtelled againft the council with great virulence. 

Benedi 6 i convoked an aflembly ^tPerpignan, where he did not 
fail to fulminate bulls of excommunication ; and Gregory, 
who fojourned at Rimini, appeared in public with the pon- 
tifical ornaments, and enjoyed the proteftion of LadiJlauSf 
whom he had gained over to his intereft. 

This prince, contrary to the peace which he had lately Ladiflaus, 
made with pope John, took polleffion of the city of Ronte, to- king of 
gether with tly church-lands, and refolved to*make himfelf Naples, 
mafter of all Italy. With this view he marched towards ofpires /« 
Tufeany, with a powerful army, to againft the Florentines 
and pope John, who had retired to Bologna ; but being at- 
tacked with a violent diforder, which was theeffefl: of poifon, 
he retired to Naples, where, in a few months, be expired 
I'he peace of Italy being reftored by his death, left the pope, 1414. 
cardinals, archbilhops, and prelates, at liberty to repair to 
* Conjlance, where John arrived in the end of OEfober. In the Sigif- 
mean time Sigifmund, who had returned to Germany, in order 
to be crowned before he Ihould fct out for the council, being ^ 
at Spire upon fome bufinefs wliich had called him thither, 
granted a fafe condutTt, on the faith of whidh John Hufs re- 
paired to Conjlance, to give an account of his doftrine . 

Then Sigifmund fet out for Aix, where he was crowned on 
the eighth of November ; and the ceremony was no fooncr 
performed than he departed, with his emprefs queen, and a 
very numerous court, for donjlhnce, where he arrived on the 
twenty-third day of December, in the evening (S). Next day 
he affifted at the midnight mafs, which pope John celebrated 
in his pontificals, the emperor himfelf being cloathed in the 
imperial dalmatic, and perf orming the office of a deacon, ac- 
cording to the cuftom on fuch pccafions. On hisfirft arrival 

* Barre, t. vii. p. 144. y Spond. Cqnt. Barre, t. ii. 

ad ann. 1415. 

(S) For the particular tranfafUons of this famous council, 
the Hiftory of the Popes. 
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at at Conjiance^ he convoked a general congregation, in which he 
the council ail account of his iiegocia cions with Gregory and Bene* 
of^ on- jyj particular", gave them to uncicrlland, that he 

Itance. ^ (jo<^or of luw^s to Spain, to expofiulaie with Bene* 

di 6 f, who had promifed to give the emperor a meeting at 
Nice in Prortence, in the month of June. At the fame time, 
meafnres were takefi for preventing that coiifiifion, which 
might have arifen from a concoiufe of above one hundred 
thoufand Grangers, who repaired to Coujlance on this occa- 
fion ; and Sigifmtind left the fathers of the council at free 
liberty to treat of the affairs of the chinch. 

In the firA: feifion, which was held on the fixtccnth of No 
vemher, the meeting was- prorogued to the fecond of March, 
in the next yenr, when they expe< 5 fed the emperor in perfon ; 
and that day being arrived, the fathers, of the council having 
deliberated upon expedients for removing thefchifni, and re- 
ellabliAiing the union of the church, concluded, that nothing 
would fo effedtually conduce to this faliuary end as the rc- 
lohn p)'o- fignation of tlic competitors. John himfclf, prefided in 
m jls to the council, afrcnled to this opinion, and promifed autheiui- 
renounce cally to renounce his title, provided Corrario, who had 

the papacy, afliimed the name of Gregory XIL and Prter de Luna, dif- 
retracts tinguiflicd by that of BenediB: XIII. would imitate him in that 
felf-denial. He had no fooncr made this declaration, 
^iiuainto ciuperor, rifing fVom his chair, ran and embraced his 

Switzer- applauding him for fnch a Chriftiaii refignation ; for 
land. which alfo he was folemnly thanked by the patriarch of Jn* 
tioch, in the name of the whole council \ but fome days after 
he repented of this condefc^nfion, and, by the advice and 
ailiAance oi FrcdtTic duke ox .dujiria,i^ci^ fiom ^huftanccln the 
night, difguifeJ in a lay habit, and retired to Si haffhaiifcn ^ ; 

A.D. whither he was followed by fevcral cardinals, and from 
1415. whence he afterwards withdrew to the cuAlc of Lujfenhcrg, 
fhecQvn- Xho’ this fudden retreat at firft difconcertcd the council, 
con- which declared to be diflblved in ccmfequence of his 
ftceffion, they at length agreed that a council was fuperior 
excluding to the pope ; and, after many debates*’and proceedings, con- 
firmed the fentence of his depofitlon, decreed that no other 
lo Corra- fhould be chofen without the deliberation and confent 
rioflW of the council ; and that he, together with his competitors, 
Peter de j^ngelo Corrario and Peter dc Luna, fhould be for ever ex- 
Luna eluded from the papacy. John, finding them determined, 
from the thought proper ^.o yield to the torrent, rather than run the 
papacy. nfque of meeting with worfc U'catment in attempting to op- 

* Theod, dk Niem. in Vit. Joan.XXIIL exMeib. t. i. p. 27. 
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pofe ir, and quietly acquicfced in the fentence, freely renounc- 
ing the pontificate, the marks of which he immediately rc- 
iigncd. Some days after this refignaijon, Gregory XIL fent 
a 'legate to the emperor and council, to renounce his title in 
the lame manner. As for Frederic, duke of Axijirm, he had Fhedukeof 
been fummoned by the emperor to appear and anfwer to the Auftria is 
charge of being iiccciTiiry to the flight tA'^ohn ;• and as he did 
not think proper to obey, was outlawed, put to the ban of 
tile empire, and dlvcflcd of his dominions ; which the Swifs 
were impowored to fiibduc for their own benefit a. They 
accordingly conquered the country of Tergozv, which they 
id rcrw;M*ds refnfed to reftore, upon the emperor’s reconcilia- 
xion \vhh- Frederic*, who was obliged to confirm their con- 
qiicfl by an authentic deed. 

In the following fcliions of this council, the affair John 
Jnifs and Jerom of Prngiie was brought upon the carpet ; 
the former, as hath been already faid, had imbibed his new 
Jxtrinc from the writings of (T), and converted to 
his opinions f^cral maftersof the univerfity Prague, x.ogQ’- 
tlicr with an infinite number of other people. Among others, 
liis fc^l was cfpoufed by Jerom, maftcr of arts, whom he en- 
gaged as his collegue, and prevailed upon to preach againfl: the 
piimacy of the pope; who, being apprifed of their prefump- 
tioii, had cited them both to appear at Rome. Tho’ they re: 
i\i<eJ to obey this citation, they afterwards condcfcendcd to 
• appear at the council of Conjiance, in order to juftify the 
dc/trine they profefled. John Hiifs, being pi'<^vided with a 
fine conduT from the emperor, attempted to defend appears 

til les of his faith before the fatheirs of the council, who were before the 
dii pofed tocondeinii him unheard, John oi Cblum zni council i 

IViin'cjhuis of Duha, leaving protefled againfl:* fuch unjnfl pro- 
ceedings, the emperor fent the count palatine and margrave 
of Brandnilmrg to dcfire the cardinals would hear what Hiifs A. D. 
had to f ly in hjs own defence. He was accordingly queflioned 1415. 
in prefciice of Sipifniund, and^ccufed of herefy in thirty-nine is accufed 
articles, pai't of which he denied, and part he offered f herefy 

® Cod. Vict. partix. fob 36. 

(T) Wiihlijfe, who was prin- cr of ecclefi allies , the order of 
cipal of Jjaiiol college in Oat- mendicants, auricular confef- 
/orr/, wjotc and preached againll fion, and the doctrine of tran- 
che infallibility and fupremacy fubftantiation^(i4). 
of the pope, the temporal pow- 

• 

(14} Bthliofb, Angloif, t. xi, p» 138. 
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in thirty* to defend ; but his voice was drowned by the noife which 
nine ar* was purpofely made bv the fathers of the council (U). At 
ticks \ length, being alked if ne was willing to abjure all the tliirty- 
corrvio^ect, articles, he anfwered in the negative. He was immediately 
degradidt declared by the council a fower of fedition, a hardened here- 
^Tmned^ tic, a difciplc and o^ftinate defender of Wickliffe. As fuch he 
degraded by four bilhops, ftripped of his facerdotal 
habit, and cloathed with another drefs. His hair was cut in 
form of a crofs ; upon his head was put a paper mitre, 
painted with the reprefentation of three devils, and he was 
delivered over to the fecular judge, who condemned him and 
his writings to the flames, and fixed the fixth of July for his 
execution. 

Diesnvith brought to the place of puniHiment, he was tied to 

great con^ ftakc, and furrounded with faggots of wood and bundles 
Jiancy, oF ftraw, and before they were kindled, the duke of Bavaria 
and the count of Papenheim approached, and exhorted him 
to recant; bu«{: as he rejefted their advice with difdain, pro- 
tefted his own innocence, and began to declaim againfl the 
emperor and fathers of the council, the duke retired, and or- 
dered the executioners to do their duty That his ad- 
herents might not carry off his allies, they were thrown into 
the Rhine ; but this precaution did not hinder his followcis 
to take up the earth on which he fufFered ; of this they 
tranfported parcels to their feparate homes, and preferved 
them as facred relicks. Nay, they protefled, in public 
Writings, againfl the execution, as an a6l committed contrary 
to the law of God, of nature, and of nations, as well as to 
the iucUnation of the emperor himfelf. Certain it is, that 
Sigif- prince took umbrage at thefe proceedings, which he thought 
prejudicial to his honour, on account of the fafe conduft 
ddyleafed^ which he had granted. But he was given to underftand, 
regard word could not be called in queftion, becaufc the 

^Chron. Magd. ex Meib. 35^, & fcq. Avent. Ann. 1 . vii, 
p. 650. Spond. Cont. t. cevi. & feq. , 

(U) John Hufs is faid to have here prefent, and who undcr- 
fpoke to this efFe£l. “ I am took for the fecurity of my 
come hither to prove my inno- perfon." So faying, he fixed 
cence, and give an account of his eyes upon Sigijmund^ who 
my faith ; but I did not come blulhed at this addrefs,as being 
until I had obtained the pafT- aihamed of his breach of pro- 
port of ^he emperor^ who is mire(i). 

( 1 ) IdcmiUd, 
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council, being fuperior to the emperor, his fafe-conduft had nuaspaid 
been over-ruled and annulled by the fentencc of the church, to his fa/e* 
to which the princes ought to fubmit jn matters of faith c. condua. 

After the execution of John the council refumed dc 

the affair of ?eter de Luna^ who ftill obftinately refufed to 
quit hi^ pretenfions to the papacy. Upon this occa fi on 
Sigifmiind offered to go to Spain in perfoi), and engage the me- 
diaiion of Ferdinand, king of Arragon, with whom Peter 
had taken refuge, by which he hoped to effeft a voluntary 
renunciation like that of the other two, before the council Sigifmund 
fiioiild proceed to extremity. His journey had before been undertakes 
refolved upon; but the time and place of meeting to mediate 
changed. He fet out for S/min, accompanied by twelve de- that af- 
puties from the council ; and on his arrival ^lX. Perpignan, ^^t 

entered into a negotiation with Peter de Luna, the refult 
which was fent to the council, though his interpofition had 
not the defired effeeft 

The obhinacy of BenediEl incenfed the emperor to fuch a 
degree, that he threatened to obtain by for^e that aflent, 
which the other refufed to give by fair means; and Benedi/l, 
in confequence of thefe menaces, retired fuddenly to the for- 
ircfs of Panifcola, where he refolved to preferve his pontifi- 
cal dignity to his lateft breath. This unexpefted flight de- 
prived him of all his parti 7 .ans. The king of Arragon, with 
all the princes and bifliops of his party, fent deputies to the 
emperor at Narbonne, with whom they agreed, that the 
council fliould invite all the former adherents of BencdiLl to 
come to Conjiance, and join their endeavours for re-eflablifh- 
ing the peace of the church; anej that, on their arrival, a new 
pope fliould be chofen. This agreement, known by the name - 
of the Cnpitidaiion of Narbonne, being tranfmitted to the 
fathers in council, was forthwith put in execution; and Sigif 
miind, that he might neglect nothing which could contribute 
to the peace of the church, or the re-eftabliflimcnt of concord 
among Chriflian princes, pajticuhiiiy the kings of France 
and England, refolved to vifit Charles VI. by whom he was He repair: 
fo magnificent -y reccf^cd, that the people took umbrage at to France, 
the hom^urs that weie paid to him; tor he fat in parliament ^^d pro- 
as if it had been his own tribunal, and created knights by his 
foie authority. From thence he crofled the fea to E?2gland, 
and propofed a truce between the two crowns, which, how- 
ever, was not concluded, becaiife in the interim the Engli/h 
received an account of their having bccn«worflcd by the 

t 

^ VoNDER. Hardt. t. V. part ii p. 12, 50. ** Titeod. 

Niem in vit. Joh. XXIII. p. 34, ex Meib, 
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trench at Harjleur-, and as they had been very much elated 
by the vidory of Jgincourty they could not brook the 
thoughts of peace, until they Ihould have wiped ofF the 
ftain of this fubfequent difgrace ®,(X). France, in all proba- 
bility, fufpe^ted Sigl/7nimdoi partiality in favour of England; 
for his propofals of mediation were rejected : and indeed that 
fufpicioii feeins to hfivc been well grounded ; for the emperor, 
before he quitted England, engaged in a treaty with king 
Henry, by which he obliged himfelf to aflift the Englifh mon- 
arch againft Charles VI. in recovering Guienne and Nor- 
mandy ; and in confideration of this afnftance, the king of 
England promifed to compel Charles, and fome other princes, 
to do homage to the emperor, for certain countries to which 
the empire had fome old pretenlions. On his retiiin to 
France, he, at the earned inireaty oi Amadeus VIII. of Savoy, 
erefted his county into a duchy, and invefteJ him in "the 
caftle of Chambery 

In the abfeiicc oi Sigifmund, the affair of /-r/w of Prague 
engaged the attention ^ the council. This man had re- 
paired to Conjlancc, with adeflgn to ailid John Hufs in inai;- 
ing his defence; but perceiving he had notliing to hope fioin 
the clemency and juftice of the fathers, he refolvcd to retreat 
with all expedition into Bohemia; but being apprehended 
upon the road, he was loaded with chains, and brought back 
to Conjiance, where, in order to avoid the pnninimcnt \vhic!\ 
had been infli< 5 led upon his collcgue, he folcmnly abjured* 
jerom of the herefics of IVicklife and Hufs, He afterwards, however, 
k'rague // cfpouled the lame do^hincs, was, in the twenty-firft feffion of 
burnt for the fame council, condemwed as a wicked apoffate to the 
herefy, flames, and fufreied with great conflancy and fortitude 8. 

1 lio’ the public fellioiis of the council were lefs frequent 
in the abfcnce of the emperor, fomethiag always occurred tp 
employ the deliberation of the fathers. The bilhop of Trent, 
who had been imprifoned by the duke of Aujiria, and de- 
prived of the towns and caftU's depending on his fee, com- 

* Ibid. p. 43- Krantz io. Wand.*23. * Monstrel. 

lib. i. cap. 164. 2 Spond. Cont. tv;m. ii.p. 230. 

(X) ^Epiilius, who alligns this which the Enghjh were worfted ; 
rcafonasanobftacle tothepeace, but at the battle oi, Harjleur, 
pretends, that 400 Englijh W'cre which w'as fought in this very 
cut in pieces the French at year, the conllable of France, 
Harflfur, Perhaps there may who had in veiled the town, was 
have been fome ilcirmifh in ♦ entirely defeated ( i ) . 

(1) Meiceray Abttge Ch.or.:'<’2^i<^Mc, tom, 655, 
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plained to the council of thefe outrages; andFmZfr/r, who 
renlaiued as an hoihige at Conftance fince his reconciliation 
with SioifmumJy was ordered to relenfe the bifhop, and rc- 
flore his lands, on pain ot privation. But, inftead of com- 
plying with this decifion, he withdrew privately from Con- 
Jinnee^ and lepaired to the Tyrol, which he found in great 
confu/ion, occafioned by the intrigues ^f his brother Enufl, 
whoiiad ufurped his dominions, and gained over the greateft 
parr of the nobility and clergy to his intereft ; fo that the 
two brothers began to make preparations for a bloody war. 

Mr AN' while the Council, incenfed at the refufiil and rc- The ^uke 
treat oi Frederic, complained of his conduft to the emperor, 
who caufed him to be put to the ban; and the bifhop of ptit to 
Lodi, prelident of the Italian nation at the council, ordered, 
in^ the name of the fathers, the fyndics of the church empire. 
Trent io compel Frederic to let the bifliop at liberty and re- ILihrother 
flore ]iib domains. At the fame time Erneft refolvcd to fup- b>nell 
port his ufurpation by force of arms; and, abundance of 
bloouAicd niud have enfiied, had not the neighbouring, 
prin.ccs, iulerpofed and brought about an accommodation; in 
conicquence of which Frederic recovered the Tyrol, and Er- 
ne/i returned to Siiria, which was his inheritance 

S[Gir>M UNI), on his return to Conflance, be/lowed the Frederic, 
irivellirure of their fiefs upon John de Najfan, archbifhop oi hurgra^e 
Mentz, the eleclor of Saxony, the count palatine, the count ^/'Nurem- 
di Nillemhonr^^, and the duke of Pomerania*, and upf)ii this berg, ere- 
occafion, he conferred upon Fm/cr/r, hurgravc o\ Nurem- 
berg, tlie elci'^forare of Brandenburg, which rex erred to the 
emperor by the death of Jojj'c, ifiarquis Moravia*, though 
this alienation was not made without the .murmurs of 
Bohemians, who alleged, that it was a lief belonging their 1^17 
kingdom : nor did the new elector find the BrandenburpJ?ers 
very well dirpofed to receive him ; but in a little time concili- 
ated their afFe(fti on, by his mild and prudent admiiiiilratioii. 

Among the piinccs who appeared at Conjlancc, lie who fiionc 
wdth greatefl magnificence was Frederic, furnamed the War- 
like, margrave of Mifnia, and landgrave of Thuringia, who, 
by his noble qualifications, had acquired the emperor’s par- 
ticular eileun ; notwithlfanding vchich they now' pirtcd with 
gr-Mf aniriori'O'' Befides the invefiiturc of AFifnia, Frederic ^ 

demanded that of fume towns in Bohemia, which hcpoflefied 
by right of coiquefl: and Sigflmiind, who was hirnfelf heir 
of that kingdom, abfolutcly lefufcd to comply with his defire; 
fo that he lelt Conjlance m wrath. But ilie emperor- 

^ VoN,nER. Hardt. tom. i. p 2co. 
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appealed him in the fequel, by putting him in pofleflion of 
the eleftorate of Saxony, vacant by the death of Albert III, 
the laft elcftor of the Iraufe of Anhalt ^ 

Peter de After thefe tranfanftions, the council proceeded againfl 
iMtizde- Peter de Luna for contumacy; and in the thirty-feventh fef- 
fo/edbythe hou, the definitive fentence of his depofition was pronounced 
council, and publilhed. Thdn their next care being to eleft a new 
aWMar- pope, Odo or Otho Celonna, a Roman, was propofed, and 
tin V. f- chofen on St, M.7r//«’s day, whence he took the name of 
uaedpopo. Martin V. and his elevation met with univerfal applaufe. 
The conclave was no fooner opened after the eleftion, than 
the emperor entered, and proftrated himfelf before the new 
pope ; then his holinefs, mounting a white horfe, rode in 
proceffion to the cathedral, Sigifatund holding the reins on 
one fide, and the eledfor of Brandenburg on the other : dur- 
ing the cavalcade, the Jews of Conjlance did him homage in 
certain prayers, while certain elders held the pentateuch in 
his hand. The pope gave them his benediaion, faying, 
“ You have a law, but you do not underftand it; may the 
“ Lord take the veil from before your eyes.” 

Martin r«' Martin being confecrated and crowned, fent the cardinal 
cencilei of Pifa to exhort BenediH to refign his pretenfions; but all 
the empe- his remonftances proved InefTeffual. Then holding a pub- 
rorwitb lie confiftory in the epifcopal palace of Conflance, he endea- 
Frrteric, voured in vain to accommodate matters between the dukes of 
Auto quarrelled about the divifion of their do- 

^ 2) minions ; though his endeavours were more fuccelsful in re- 
1418,’ emperor with the duke of Auftria, who pro- 

mifed to take the oath of allegiance, and pay 70,000 florins 
by way of fine to, Sigifmund, who, on his part, undertook to 
reflorc him to the poflelfion of thofe dominions, which he 
had loft when he was outlawed. In confequence of this 
agreement, Frederic waited upon the emperor at Conjlance, 
and was abfolved, by the pope’s order, of the fentence of ex- 
communication which he had incurred, by oppreffing and 
imprifoning the bifhop of Trent. Sigifmund reftored part of 
his dominions ; but, as we have already obferved, the5wiyi 
refufed to part with what they had conquered, and feverai 
towns had been mortgaged by the emperor ; fo that the duke 
could not recover them until the debts Ihould be paid. Si- 
gifmund's finances being very fcant3% he was fain to have re- 
courfe to various expedients for raifing money. He bor- 
rowed a con fidef able fum from the city of Bruges ; and the 
Englifh, with the confent of the efeftor palatine, paid him part 

‘ Barrs, tom. vii. p. 19^. 
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of the jwrtion of the priacefs Blanche, who wm married W 
that deiftor it. But all thefe refources bdng infufficicnt to 
defray the expence, pope Miartin, ^er having crowned him 
king of the Ramans with great tolemnity, granted him a 
tenth of all the ecdefiaftical efFefts in Germany, as a remn- 
neration'for the pains he had taken to eftablifh the peace of 
the church ; though tins impofition gavi great offence, and 
had well nigh involved the empire in trouble add confulIon> 

While Stgi/mund pradifed thefe fchemes for filling 
exhaiUled trea^ry, Holland, Hainault, and Brabant, groaned Holland 
under the miferies of a civil war, kindled by a conteft be- 
ma&n jaquelina, daughter and heirefs oi William, duke of 
Friejland, and John of Bavaria, her uncle, bilhop of Liege, ^ 
who pretended to the tutorage of his niece, and even to the gavaria. 
fucceflion of thefe provinces; The country was divided into 
two faftions, one of which efpoufed the caufe of the prin- 
cefs, while the other adhered to the bifhop. The duke of 
Burgundy declared for his niece Jaquelina, who married 
the duke of Brabant, and obtained a viftory over her compe- 
titor i while the emperor countenanced Johno( Bavaria, 
who having refigned his bilhopric, in confequence of a dif- 
penfation from the pope, efpoufed Elizabeth de Corlitz, du- 
chefs of Luxemburg, after Sigifmund had promifed to invert 
him with the dominions in difpute, as fiefs devolved to the 
empire, upon the detnife of the laft poflefTor without male 
iffiie. Thus fupported, both parties carried on the war with 
equal vigour. John equipped a fleet at Dordrecht and the 
Brill, with which he infulted the court, and fuprifed fome of 
the towns in Holland-, while the duke of Brabant fent an ar- 
my into the field, in order to maintain the pietcnfions of his 

His operations, however, were not fuccefsful j and John 
having made himfelf marter of Rotterdam, the duke was fain 
to make advances towards a pacification. A congrefs being 
accordingly held at Corcum, ^ace was concluded, on condi- 
tion that the duke of Brabant ftiould appoint John of Bava- 
ria governor of HoUadd, Zealand, and Friefland, for the 
term of three years, and cede to him feveaal towns; in 
confideration of which John renounced his pretenfions to 
Holland and Hainault. Sigifmund, for his part, acknow- 
leged that this lart province did not hold of the empire, and 
Jaquelina continued in pofleflion of it, without i^eing folli- 
cited to do homagefor the fief to the emperor of Germany \ 


Idem ibid. * Hill, de Hainault. p. 37J. 
Mod. Hist. VoL. XXIX. Cc 
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The important afTa'it df ^ (chilk being cmdude^ everf 
thing clfe was reflated by the council^ whkb at tengtb 
broke np in its fbrty-fiftb feflion. The di^tes about 
gion ftill raged with ^cater violence than ever,. The de-* 
crees againft the Naples were no iboxier pitblifhed^ than 
iVinteftiius^ king of Bohetma^ began to put them in execution; 
torfai^ng all commutntants to partake of both fpedesf 
A tumult prohibition which incenfed the mhabhants of Prague to fuch 
<> Prague a degree, that they raifed a defperate nrmult, forced the 
ifv the town-houfc, and tnmdcrcd the magiftratea who were octtt-* 
Huffites. cerned in ptibliftiing this order. 

A. D. The news of this mafTacre filled the court of Wincefiawt 
1419. with the Utmoft oonfternatloB, and made ftioh an imprei&on 
on that pufillanimous prince, that he was feized with an apo- 
plexy, of which he died in a few days, Sigifimnd being 
acknowlcged king of Bohemia^ conferred the regency upon Kis 
brother’s widow* Who fortified berfeif in the cafile of 

Wi/rhadt againft the ThaboH^s^ ox followers of Zifea^ who 
was at this time general of the HuJJkcSj and revenged the 
death of Itufs and Jerome of Prague^ by committing tho 
moft terrible outrages. 

A.D. Without entering into the particulars of the war, iu 
^420. which Bohemia wtis involved by this perfecution, w« £haH 
only oibferve, that Sigifinund having focceeded to his brother 
fViitccJlaus in the kingdom of Bohemiu, was, after biis corona^ 
tion, obliged to employ that army againft the whkh > 

he had raifed for an expedition againft the Turh, Ht couM 
not reduce them to obedience ; for as they had been Inceafod 
to a degree of enthufiaftio^'rage, 1^ the tymany wtdeb hud 
been Cxerdfed .over their confoi^ces, ai»d the cruelty with 
which they and their brethren had been perfecuted, they 
tydre now klfo encouraged to perfevere in thkr owu drfehce, 
by feveral advantages which they had gained tWev the kihg’d 
troops, by the valour and condt^d of Tdfca^ who isrfaid 
to have retorted thofe barbarities ^pon the catholic party, to 
have facrificed the priefts, niKi to have deftroyed the 
Sigifinund churches with fir<* and fword ®. was this fatuous kad-* 
enters •tlat ^j.’s fagacity inferior to h'ts valour. SopMa, being mfoiiiiiiid 
kingdom^ that he was in the territory of wiseh an.hand&i of 

iorites, affembled a body of tioops, which were rdnfwced 
by the lord of Schwambergy and maFcbed againft. iriiUi ifi 
hope of furprizing him unawares ^ but the^vem,did not ear 
iWer his expectation. Zifeety jk&owibg hiipfislf too vreahtfoc 
fuch a formidable oppolltionf had recomfo to a ftmtageis, 

^ Chron.M^gd« exMsia. tom. ii. p, 2^5. 


which 



Ci Bi ne H^ry of Germany. $if 

l^htcb fucceeded according to his wifh. He pofted his troops and is 
behind hedges^ in fuch a manner, that the emperor’s cavalry h 
cottld not ag^nA them without* difmounting; and the Zi^ca, 
women, according to Ws direftion, went forth from this fort 
of Intrenchment with bundles of linen in their arms, like fo . 

many children in fwaddling cloaths, whom they odered as ” 
faoil^es for their hiifbanck: perceiving that the imperial 
horf^nen bad alighted in order to attack on foot, they found 
means to loofe their bundles, by which the fpurs and arms 
of the troopers were fo entangled, that they could not dif- 
engage themfelves ; and TAfca^ feizing that opportunity, at- 
tacked them with great fury, cut in pieces the beft part of 
them, and obliged the reft to confult their fafety by flight 

Tho* &igifm,und was very well informed of all thefe dif- Sigifinund 
orders, he did not think himfelf in a condition to ceprefs puts the 
themi becaufe the fear of a Turkifh invafion detained him m frontiers 
his kingdom of Hungary : and indeed Mahomet I. who re- 
fided at Adrianofle, was employed in preparations for mak- ^ 

ing an irruption into that kingdonrf but the vigilance of Si- ^ 

gymun^^ who fortified all the frontier places, difconccrted 
his defign, and he turned his forces againft the Greeks. 
emperor was no fiooner delivered of this apprehenfion, than he 
feat fuccours to enable Sophia to afl agamfi Zifia^ who was eenrs to 
by this lime deprived of his eyefight, and the arrival of thefe the regent 
troops enabled him* to obtain a truce for four months, at the of Bohe- 
expiratiott of which the Hujfites broke oaf in a general re- *nia- 
volt againft the emperor. Alarmed at this rebellion, Sigif- Cowvokcsa 
mund convoked a diet at Brin^ the capital of Moravia, whcrc^j*^^ 
he received afleflionate addrefles*from all the towns and no- 
bkmenof Bohemia*, but abfolutely refufed Jiberty of con- 
fcience to the inhabitants of Prague, a great number of whom 
retired to their general at Thabor, who continued to furprizc 
and pillage the towns and caftles belonging to the catholics, 
fo ar to find his followers ai|^ his fame daily increafed. He Zifea 
obuined a complete viftory over Albert, duke of' Atiftria,f^^*^ 
and Henry de Kravatz, commandant of Moravia ; then he V 
made himfolf mafter or the new town of Prague, and re- ^ 

4uced the citadel of Wifrhade, which, however, was aftcr*- 
wardis» retaken by the imperialifts 

While the chief of the Ht^ites proceeded in his opera- PParcar^ 
tkms with fuch rapidity of fuccefo, Lovter Germany was ex- tied on ty 
pofed to the calamities of war, by a quarrel between Eric, E«c, kmg 
Jting of Denmark, and the princes of Hoffiem, who rcfufel 
to hold the duchy of Slefwic ms a fief of the Danijb crown. 

gainfi the 

* HIS. Huft, t. i« I. 6. ^ Idem ibid. 

Cc a ThflT 
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* princes of "fhcy Were fupported iu their right of independency by their 
Holllcin. uncle Henry, duke of Brunfwic-Limenburg, and the dukes 
of ^Ponicrania, Mccklenbiirgh^ and Stetin ; and though the 
emperor decided in fiivoiir of the Banljh king, the prjnces 
chofe rather to hazard the determination of arms, t.han com- 
])ly with a fcntence(,which they deemed oppreffive and unjuft. 
Eric equipped a formidable fleet, and affembltd a numerous 
army, with which he marched into the duchy of Slefwicy 
where he built fcveral forts, and gained other advantages ; 
while the counts of Hoffiem and their allies, reinforced by 
the Fritflanders, Harnburghers, and Henry of Ofnabrng, took 
the field, in order to oppofe his operations. The war was 
carried on with various fuccefs for fome time, until was 
’ totally defeated in the battle fought at hnmerfwcdm Jutland, 

and compelled to fue for a truce, during which he intreated 
the emperor to' aft the part of mediator between him and 
his enemies; and, left his interpofition fliould not prove ef- 
feftual, he ftrengthened his intcreft, by forming alliances with 
the towns of IFandalia, which afterwards enabled him to 
maintain the war p. 


Sigifmund 
J?mrchis 
into Bohe- 


and is de- 
feated by 
Zlfca. 


But, hdoT^ Sigtfmiind covXA cfTeft this accommodation, 
he was obliged to takemeafures for appeafing the troubles of 
Bohemia, which ftill groaned under the miferies of a religious 
war. With this view he afTembled a body of troops, and 
being joined by Frederic, eleftor of Brandenburg, William 
and Frederic the Warlike, marquiffes of Biifnui, Albert, duke 
of Aiiflria, and the princes of Bavaria, he invefted Prague, 
which was poireffed by the Thahorites-, but in one of bis at- 
tacks he was repulfcd by* with great daughter, and 
obliged to rexreat into Moravia, while the Huffites under- 
took the fiege of Wi/rhadr, in which they proceeded with 
incredible vigour. Sigifmund liaving j ecruited his army in 
Moravia, marched to the relief of this fortrefs, and attacking 
y/ifca in his inlrenchments, had the mortification to fee his 
whole army cut in pieces."*’ That fame day the citadel of 


Wifrhade furrendered to the Huffites,^ who, elevated with the 
^be ITuf- repeated advantages they had obtained over Ugifmmd, re- 
ntes ;folvcd to choofe another fovereign, who fliould maintain 


thecron^.n them in ihcir religious liberties. They accordingly, by a fo- 
<v/ Bohe- lemh embafty^ offered the crown of Bohemia to Jagellon, 
mm to Ja Jiin g of Poland; and he declining the proHer, they made *a 
Corebut, nephew to the duke of Lfthuanid: 
Voftmd ' mean time, until that prince fhould aflume the 


^ HeiTrELD.JIift, Dan. jt. iv. 
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reins of government, they chofe a regency of twenty perfons, after* 
to tal^e charge of the adminiftration. nvards t 9 

The emperor, alarmed at thefe proceedings, font a com- hut, 
mlflary to their diet, with propofals of accommodation, which ^ 
they rcjefted : while the army of crufards, ralfcd in Germany 
to war againft the Hvffites, and comman^ded by the archbi- * 

fliop of Triers^ was defeated and difperfed by the invincible ^ 2^ 
Zifea, Sigifinundm perfon had no better fuccefe : he levied 1^21 ' 
another army, advanced into Boben^ia, made himrelf mailer Jhe emfe* ’• 
of Cuttemhurgi and refolved to belicge Breda^ when Zljca ror is ' 
attacking him with his ufual impetuofity, routed theimpc* gain 
rialifts, of whom a great nuHiber vv^as llain, acquired gforjled ^ 
much plunder as loaded forty waggons, and compelled the **• 

emperor to take refuge in Hungary* ^ 1422. 

.It was immediately after this battle that Corebut made his Corebut 
entry into Prague^ where the catholics protefted againll his arrives at 
eleflion, which was equally difagreeable t6 the Prague. 

xmd^Y Zifea, who profeffed themfelves eneinii-’S to monar-j 
chical government. The firll ftep he took was to belicge^ 

Carljicin, whither the catholics had tranfported the .crowMi % 
but thebcfieged made fuch an obftinate defence, that he was 
obliged to abandon the enterprize, efpecially as he underftood^ 

Ibme difturbances were raifed in Prague by the ThaboriteSf 
whom he quelled and punifhed with great feverity. , ’ ‘ 

ZiscA, incenfed at his behaviour, and jealous of his Zlfca 
power,^ exhorted the HiiJJites to fend him back to his own Hares him* 
country ; and they refilling to clofe with this advice, 
folved to ruin the city qf Prague* As a previous ftep to the ^ore- 
execution of this defign, he defeated tYxctoxmideVartembergy he dir 
who endeavoured to hinder him from furpaizing 
which he afterwards entered in triumph. He expelled from 
the VXngAova udlbert di Aujiria, to whom the empeior had^y^^^^^^^ 
ceded Moravidy ravaged the ckcle of Pilferiy defeatc^^d Core^fbronc* 
hufy compelled that prince to abdicate the crown of Bohe- A. D, 
mia, and entered Prague, wlicre he was received with great 1424. 
fplendour and maguipctyice ‘I* In a word, the repeated vic- 
tories of thjs chieftain compelled to propofe fuch 

honourable and advantageous terms of peace, that ^i/ca fet 
out in order to concli^de the accommodation, in a perfonat 
conference with the emperor; but he was unfortunately In- ^dPe^dui ' 
felled -with the plague, of which lie died upon the road, 

Mis death, no doubt, produced a maoifeft change in the plague* 
fairs of the Hujfites* NevertbSefs their refolutioii did nor 
foil ; nor did they llacken in tReir zeal for the common caufe, 

1 .Tn. Srtv. HiH: Bohem. p. 70. ^ ^ 

4 ' Cc which 
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which they cheri/hed to fuch a degree of fuperflidous pojicy, 
as to ftretch the fkin of their deceafcd captain upon a drum, 
that the found might awake the remembrance of his valour, 
and infpire them with the notion that they ftill jnarcbed to 
battle under the aufpices of Zifea 
empe* SxGisMUND, inftead ofprdfecuting the Bohemian war, in- 
ror pro- dulged the indolence of his difpofition at Buday where he 
mattets a was vifited by EriCy king of Denmarky who fummoned the 
Jinal (en- counts of Holjlein to the tribunal of the emperor, and qb- 
tencea- tained a final fentcnce, importing, that all the fouthern 

comprehending the towns of Slefwic and Gottorpy with 
Holftein foreft, the ifle of Alfeny and the province com- 

monly called FrifcHdeny with all their rights and dependen- 
cies, did belong, under the title of a direft and profitable 
domain, to the crown of Denmark •. In the fame aflembly 
at Bud^y Sigifmund determined a difpute between the duke of 
Savoy and the prince of Orangey which laft laid claim to tlie 
county of Gefievay in right of his great aunt; but, as the 
emperor had already granted the inveftitnre of this county to 
Amadeus VIII. he now decided theprecefs in his favour, and 
fprbad Le^u de Chalony prince of Orangey to affume the qua- 
lity or arms belonging to the count of Geneva ^ 

^he Tcu- About this period the knights of the Teutonic order, of 
tonic or- which fome account hath already been given, degenerating 
der dege- from the courage and virtue of their predeeeflors, loll a great 
mrau$ part of Brvjfiay which was wrefted from them by the PoleSy 
from' the who had defeated them in feveral engagements. From this 
•valour of derive the decay of the knights in thofe coun- 

continued to fuftain one lofe on the back of 
deetj/ors. and to forfeit their reputation more and more, not- 

The Huff- witbftanding fome afliftance Which they received from Sigif- 
ires ra- mundi in the heat of his oj^rations againft tYitHiiptes ; which 
•vage lad entering Sileftay and Teparating into three bodies, at the 
Hungary, fame time attacked Hun^aryy Polandy and Atfiria^ which 
Foknd, they ravaged without mercy *. 

and Au. ^hile Bohenua continued a prej to, thefe ravages, l^ol- 
. land and Brakant did not enjoy trancjuiliity. Thefe unhappy 
provinces were expofed fo the cruelties of a civil war, by the 
° partizans of John of Bavaria ajid the adherents of JaqueUt(ia, 
bant exercifed all forts of violence upon each other. *t5hat 

printds, difgufted by the duke o{,BraJban% her hufband^, h^d 
prevailed upon 3 ened 0 y the a;it(pope> to attntfl the 

^ Thsob. Bell. Huff. p. 1/5. • Fontan. ftan. 

< Hill. Gen. de Savoye, t. i. p. ® Spond. Gont. 

t, ii. p. 2S5. 
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thcrof which Wire 

by for« of ‘‘7* ulband. The duke of Brahant 

in po(ty£on of her fom^ nmoa ^ 

^^f'eated the troOpS 

.b. pri«:e6. Her ‘f “J^Sro^tMeS . 

?”“‘^‘T£ .he tollioX ?“■<«»■ 

few TOOth! afiCT .h ' of her o™ io- 

Fneptid, Holland, fucceeded fo well in their 

S.Xvo;rrthatTe greateft pmt 0 / the nobUity and^^ 

'tcf r'Sd'®'h.X bef^e he "''^"; 

r^v^Sof her domiptas la hh haadr. >«■• d^hoe^/..,.;: 
him her fuccedor. ^aulrci Hainault, Holland, Zea-h.Ji. 

Se 5 ~rrefSd Phk 

rf Huro^t *. Mitation. The fanaticks were ffi- 
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of Moravia, and nothing feemed capable of rellfling the tor- 
rent of his arms and his fortune ^ 

Tije war in the north kept pace with the troubles in Ccr- 
many^ The princes of Holjlein rcfufing to comply with the 
hies in the dccifion of the emperor touching Sleftvic^ Eric levied nu- 
north of luerous army, in order to maintain his pretenlions, which, by 
Germany, the bye, were not very juftly founded, inafmuch as neither 
lie nor Si^ifmund had alleged any good reafon to prove, that 
Slefunc atone was a perfonal fief, when all the other fiefs of 
the empire were hereditary. The towns of Wandaliay which 
had formerly efpoufed his intereft, confcious of Sigifmund'% 
partial decifion, and tired of a long war, which interrupted 
their commerce and laid wafte their country, prefented a re- 
monftrance to Ericy intreating him to liften to equitable terms 
of accommodation ; but he paying little regard to their re^ 
prcfentations, they declared for the counts of Holjleiriy and 
equipped a confiderable fleet for their fervice. Hoflilities' 
Jheempe- were immediately recommenced; and though the allies fuf-' 
ror endea- tallied fome difadvantages, Eric not only made advances to 
•vours to an accommodation with the towns, but alfo prevailed upon 
the emperor to . give them notice, that, as almoft all the 
princes and towns of the empire had refolved to join their 
forces for quelling the fedition in Bohemuiy it was incumbent 
upon them to make peace with the king of Denmarky that he, 
as well as they, might be at liberty to Join in this confedera- 
tion ; and that in cafe they fhould obftinatcly pcrfift in afting 
ofFenfivciy againfl: his 7>^/2i/Z> majefly, he, the emperor, would 
take cffcftual meafures lo pupifh them for their contumacy ‘ 
and difobedie/ice. In order to llrengthen this intimation, he 
fent Nicholas Stack to the city of Lzikee, with propofals of^ 
peace to the fenate; from thence he repaired to the counts 
of lloljieiny who infilled upon the king of Denmark's^ declar- 
ing Slefwic an hereditary fief; and as for Ericy he agreed to 
comply with every thing the emperor fhould propofe, A ’ 
cbngrefs was appointed at Nikdpingy in the ifle of Fal/ler\ * 
but as hoflilities were not fufpended;! the conferences pro- 
duced no efFeft, becaufc the demands of the parties concerned ' 
rofe or fell according to the fuCcefs of their arms, which 
fpinetimes declared for one fide, and Sometimes for another, ' 
The princes of Holjicin offered to refer their caufe to the de- ' 
termination of the pope ; but rejected the emperor as judge ' 
or arbitrator, bec^ufe he was related to the king of Denmark. 
Sigifmundy on the other hand, forbad all the ecclefiaftical 
judges whatever to take cognizance of this difputc, and or* * 


mediate a 
-peace be* 
t^joetn 
Eric and 
the counts 
o/HoU 
ficia. 


Confer-' 
cnees 
gnn at 

Nike. 

|>ing. 


y CzECHQR. p. $7%. 



C. 8/ "The Hificry 9f Germany. 3^$ 

dered the eleftors of Sa±ony iViA Brandenburg, 
with the duke of Lunenhurg, to fupport with theip. 
whole force, and compel the counts to obey the imperial de- 
cree. ' Perhaps, this vigorous ftep contributed to detach the 
citics of Sttal/md and Rojock from the confederacy ; for they 
made a feparate peace with who, .about this period, 

gained fome advantages over the allies; but the negotiations^^" 
begun at Nikoping, arid afterwards earned on at Eeljtnbourg,^ ^ 

proved altogether ineffeftual *. 1427. 

Indeed both parties were extremely obltinate,; nor aid par* 
they abftain from the moft virulent recrimination. The con- },a<ve 
federated towns accufed Eric of having abolilhed tl^ privi- reccur/e to 
leges and interrupted the freedom of trade, of opprefling the recrimina- 
princes of Holftein, and of being author of a war that defo- t,on. 
lated the north of Germany. On the other hand, the king 
of Denmark reproached them as the favourers of rebelhon 
not only in the north, but alfo in Bchemta, where 
borites 'frill carried all before them, under thfc conduft of^^^ " 
Procopius the Shaven. Not but thefe fedanes wwe by this g^hemia. 
time divided into two faftions, one of which, called the *** Corebut 
lixtins, had favoured the return of Corebut, though, they °ow 
Unit him up in a monafrery, on fufpicion of having carried on in a con* 
an intelligence with 

During the captivity of this prince, the Thabontes and A. D. 
Orphans ravaged Silefta, took a number of ftrong places, de- 1428* 
feated the imperial army fent thither to reduce them, under ^ 
the command of Henry, cardinal of Winchejier, made an ir- 
ruption into via, which they^ laid wafte ; then 
the circle of Gktz, and proceeded in fuch an uninterrupted 
courfe of viftory, that the emperor was fain t6 lue tor peace, ^ 
in a deputation to Procopius, wjio gave- the deputies 
ence at Cuttemberg, and was by this time heartily tired ot a Thabo- 
war, which kept him in a continual alarm. He prevailed :ntc8. 
upon the different orders of the* kingdom^ to affemble at. 

Pratrue, and propofed that they ihould receive Sigt/mund for 

their king, provided he would indulge them with li^rty of 

confcience* In-a word, he fent fome noblemen of his a<mc- 

rents with propofals of peace to the emperor, who was then 

at Moravia, A general truce was agreed to for three months, Adut con- 

during which a diet was convoked at Prejburg, 

copius appeared as cbttf of the Bohemian deputation, and de- , . 

manded; k-the name- of his confrituents, thai they Ihould. *429- 

be allowed to communicate of both fpecies ; that Sigiftnund 


* Meursius Hill. Daiv. ad an. 1328. 
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confirm ftU thdr privileges, and proipwfe mpon cat|it 
defend them agamft all ianovatloQ. 

7 bi eon- deimneb tke emperor replied, th||t ,11^ grft P^llvr 

jtrences not in his power ; and that, before h« cpuld graai 

break up, the reft, he muft examine into the nature of tlu)fe ha^oaf* 
and hofii- ties to which they alluded, .and if he ftiould fi^ them e^H4> 
rtties art able, he would confirm them without hcntaiipa. This ag- 
reeom- furpr was deemed cvafiTe, and even interpreted into a refufal 
minced, jjy Thaboritcs ; fo that the negotiation was laid afide, and 
epht Tha- hoftilities recommenced. The Huffites, to the numbw of 
barites 20,ooo horfe and 30,000 foot^ commanded by Proc^iuj, 
are every- fftUiam di Rq/lkA, and John SmirzUk, entered Mffiua, which 
nuberefiu- they ravaged with fire and fword ; and haviM routed Pol- 
itfsjul. leutz, general of the troops fear to the reli^ of that province 

by the emperor, fubdued one place after another, until the 
whole country was reduced and pillaged. From thence they 
marched into Thunugia, which, finding in a pofture of de- 
fence, they immediately quitted, in order to fall upon Frm- 
coma, where they ravaged the duchy of Cohurg, obliged a 
num^r of princes and towns to redeem themfelves from 
plunder, and thoi returned to Bohemia, with a very confide- 
ahle booty *. 

Divifioeu Had the princes of the empire united agalnft thefe adven- 
am^. th« turers, their eareef, in aft probability, would have been ftop- 
priefctof ped long before this period; but fuch unanimity was pre- 
*heem^re. YeatcA by ioteftinedbifionsand feuds that hardly ever ccafed ' 
' to rage amceig the towos and noblemen. Conrad, arebifilhop 
of Mentz, having been ajjpmoied Sigi/muad'a vicar in the 
empire, elediors of &sxmpr and the Pa/atJnate took um- 
brage at his being invefted with a dignity to which they 
^atmed preteafioos ; ai^ he prudently rcfigijied the Otffice, 
rather than endanger the pul^ peaces but, notwithftaad* 
ing his peaceful drfpofitiaa, <he was afterwiurde involved ja 
an obftinate war with the lan^rave of and 

l^'u, tfaikes of Bavaria, had for federal years at vari- 
ance about fome fisfsof diat province; and the dlefforate 
of Teierr was fnbje^cd an the berrora of a civil war, by 
twocompsdtersfbr thenccfalnfbopck h. 

TiiS Idagdom of Uuagary wax no le^ ef^fed to cooti- 
- tmalnkrms from the ioeaefioas of the 7 ur», W jidqr 
rad!h 'll. who, witbout psfiag any xeped to the truce fylb- 
i^bng between him aod Sifffimnd, fiomauiied terrible ost- 

* Btzinivs Diarlam Bells l^uiT, t Basrs, t. vii. p. 
324. 
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rages in S^rvifi, and genecajljr defeated the fmall bodies of 
trppfjs which thp emperpr fent tp qppofe bis prpgr^fs. All Sigifmond 
,Cen^nftri^hces to tlfe foltan having proved bieSeitDal, Slgif-hasan in- 
’mund Md r^cpnrfe to Ul^diflauit king of Polfindt and bis^^'‘*wfw 
brother duJw o( Utkuania, with whom h^wththi 
had an interview' at Lut^hQ in Upp^r Ffiimia, where a con- 
grefs was opened to deliberate upon the affairs of Hungary^ Potod^ 
and the redu^ipn of the rebels in Bohemia \ but 
leemed extremely backward in engaging himfelf in thefe^p*^. 
^roubles, He had no affection for me perfon of Sigi/mund, 
who had fupported the Teutonic order in their entci'prizes Lwuka. 
agaiaft the P^les ; and he was far from being defirous of en- 
tailing upon himfelf a war with theiHuMies of Bohemia^ who 
were by this time fo much accuftomedto viiftory, and even 
deemed altogether invincible. He therefore evaded the ibl- 
licitations of the emperor when he demanded fuccours, and 
propofed, that the method of negotiation flxonld be tried, 
preferably to the hazards of war. 

At this affembly Sigifmund refolved to creft the ducliy of Herefokfes 
iJthuania into a lungdom ; and IPitho/id's vanity was fo much to erea ^ 
flattered by the propofal, that his brother Uladifkius in vain Lithuania 
ufed all his rhetoric and influence to divert him from 
an extravagant projeft: nor did he pay the leaft regard 
the remonftrances of the Poles t who gave him to underftand, 

, that they would never confent to any icberne fo prejudicial to 
their country, which, by the ereftion of Liithania into a 
kingdom, vrould be difmembered of one of its fliircft pro- 
vince?. Uladijlms^ perceiving tte obftinacy of bis brother, 
follicited the intcrpofition and good o 65 cqs pope Martin is 9p» 
who, in pathetic letters to Sigifinmd and Withond^ conjured pefedhf 
them to defift from the profecution of a defign which woflld the Poles, 
certainly kindle a civil war in Europe, and involve their allies 
in confufion and calamity. The emperor and duke lent a 
deaf ear to all tbefe inflnuatiops, and the day was fixed for 
the coronation ; when Uladiflaus, thinking it incumbent up- 
. on him to exert himfelf on this occaflon, caufed the empe* 
ror’s envoys to be apprehended in their journey to Lithua^ 
ffi^, while all thq nobility of Poland took ar:ms and diftri- 
bnted themfelyes iq . different .bodies, in order to guard the 
and oppofe the progrefe of ^g;ifmund'% ambalfedorSj. 

\yho Xad baited m Fran^rt on the Oder, 

WiTHOND, finding it would be imprafticftble for him toThe grant 
obtain the crowi? without tlw.coafent of die Poles , a^fted duh dies 
to lay afide the feheme, reconcUed himfelf with his brother, at Troc- 
and died at Trocko, whither he had accompanied ko. 

Whft had c ome to make him a friendly yifit. 

Whilb 
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WHti.E this idle fcheme was on the carpet, the Turks ex- 
tended their devaftations with impunity, and the Thaborites 
ravaged Bohemia and the neighbourhood without con troul c. 

Pope Martin being informed of this their progrcfs, had 
fent orders to cardinal Julian^ who was legate a latere at 
the court of Sigifmundy to prefs the princes of Germany to 
engage in the crufade which he had ordained agalnft thofe 
A crufade heretics. It was accordingly publifhed anew at the diet of 
puhlijhed Nuremberg y where the emperor had anfembled the eleftors 
a^ainji Other princes, ccclefiaftic as well as fecular, a great nia- 

* ny of whom embarked as volunteers in the expedition; and, 

’ that each might contribute proportionably to the expcnce, 

' Sigifmundy with their own confent, made a regulation, which 
is the firft regifter that ever was made for diftinguifhing the 
quota of money or foldiers to be furnilhed by each piiiicc and 
jftate, not only for this purpofe, but alfo for every other oc- 
cafion, in which the intereft of the empire might be con- 
cerned. In Gonfequence of this regulation, the princes pre- 
pared for the war againft the Hujjitcs, which they undertook* 
with the more eagernefs, becaufe they were excited by freflt 
inftances of Eugenhts IV. w^ho had fnccccded Martin V, 
lately deceafed. The army which they afTembled confifted 
of 46,000 horfe and the fame number of infantry : the em- 
peror bellowed the command upon Fredcricy marquis of 
Brandsnhiirgy and the legate refolved to attend the expedi- 
*rhe ferces^^"^ in perfon. With thefe forces they marched into Bohe-- 
ef the em- Committed horrible barbaririCvS upon the Hujfitcs 

fire march that fell ill thtir way ; but as foon as the forces of that fctH'. 
inio Bohe- appeared, they were felzed\vith an univerfal panic, and fled 
mia, and with great precipitation, notwithftanding all the remon-' 
ftrances, prayers, and threats, of the legate, who linding 
his endeavours ineffe^lual, thought proper to fly with the 
reft. Such was the hurry and trepidation with wdiich they 
fled, that all their baggage, furniture, and riches, together 
with the crofs of the legation^ and veftments of the legate, 
fell into the hands of the enemy ^ 

Albert of Aujlriay who had begun his march in order 
to reinforce the imperial army, was obliged to return to Mo-' 
raviay and thenco to Atijiriay before Procopius, furriaitied 
the Little, in contradiftinflion to the other of that name, 
who had acquired the epithet of Great Chieftain. He found 
all the^ villages abandoned, and pillaged the whole country 

^ DtrcLASs. Hift. Polon k li/ •* Cochl. in Hift. Hafs,' 
lib. vi. * Hift. Boem. c. xlviii. Mrcaov, in reb. Poloiiic; 
lib. iv. c. 52. / 

\tnihout 
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without oppofition. Then joining his namefake, they en- 
tered Hungary i where they reduced feveral places, and en- 
riched themfelves with booty ; but fome difputes arifing be- 
tween the Orphans and Tpaborites, the two generals parted. 

Procopius the Shaven marching towards Moravia^ while the 
other remained 'in Hungary, though it would have been Hu f- 
more for his advantage to retire with the^ plunder he had ac- 
quired; for the noblemen oi Hungary no fooncr underftood Hungary, 
that the Hvjfitcs were divided, than they took the field, un- 
der the command of Rozgon, governor of Hava, and ad- ^ * 

vancing to the river Wag gave battle to the Orphans, wdio 
were intirely defeated ; fo that fcarce 2000 returned to Bohe- 
mia with Procopius 

Cardinal Julian, after his defeat, returned to Nurem- 
berg, and advifed Sigifmund to fummon the Bohemians to 
the council at Bafil, in which he, the cardinal, was ap- 
'pointed to prefide. Pope Martin V. had nominated Julian 
as his reprefentative at this affcmbly, to concert meafures for if 

'aboliihing herefy, and reftoring the tranquillity of the church ; 
and this nomination was now confirmed by his fucceflbr the' 

'genius IV. who, neverthelefs, refolved to transfer the coun- ^councHat 
cil from Bafil to Bologna, where he might prefide in perfon. g^fil. 

His pretence for this tranflation was, that it would facilitate 
the union of the Greek and Roman churches ; but his real 
motive was theMread of the Hujfite intereft, and the armies 
• of Aujiria and Burgundy, which hovered over the city 
of BafiL In vain did the cardinal reprefen t to his holinefs 
the bad confequences that would attend fuch a tranflation ; 
in vain were his reprefentalions •fupported by repeated rc- 
monftrances of the emperor, who refuted all, the reafons Eu- 
'genius urged for removing that affcmbly. The pope iffiied a 
bull for diffolving the council of Bafil, and convoking ano- 
ther at Bologna ; while the fathers, already affcmblcd, conti- 
nued their feflion, to which the Bohemians were invited in 
confequence of Julian's advice, 

Mk AN while the enu^eror afTcrabled a diet at Prejhurg, to j)yt at 
which he fummoned the Bohemians, who fent thither depu- Prefburg. 
ties, though they could not be perfnaded to enter the town, 

.left they fliould be detained, but fojourn^d in tents, pitched ia 
the open field, where the conferences were begun with all 
the marks of fmcerlty on both fides. Sigifmund expreffed 
his furprize and concern at their reje^ing his adminiftration, 
after they had been governed by his father aftd grandfather ; 

• 

Theob. Bell. Huff. c. 77. ' ^ Pagi, Brev. Gefi. Pont. 

Rom. c. iv. p. 527. 

an J 
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and promlfed to redcefs all their grievances,* provided vihey 
wottld acknowlege him as their fovereigiiw The depiws re-» 
plied, that their refufal of him was not owing* to any nver* 
iion which the nation entertained for his perfon^ imt the ef- 
feft of their being overawed by the adverfe armies which had 
7 he Bohe- ravaged the kingdom. They fald the Jiohemiant had no ob- 
mians in- jeftion to the proppfa! of fending deputies to provided 
upon a proper fccurity could be given for the fafety of their perfons : 
Jtcurt^ but that they had a right to take this precaution, confidcring' 
I treatment of John Hufs and Jerome of Prague^ who had 
fafeHof burnt at dmjiance, in dir^ft oppofition to public faith* 

their de- emperor, who could not lielp afleating in his heart 

puties* of whaf they alleged, aflured them be would 

convoke the aflerably at where theyftiould be informed 
An affem- of the intentions of the council, and fatisfied with refpeft 
hk At to the fecurity they demanded. Accordingly, the Bohettdm 

Egra. deputies and thofe of the council, tOgetW with friderie^ 

•A. D. eleftor of Brandenburgs Johns duke of Bavaria^ and leveril 
*432« other princes of the empire, repairing, to that, place at the 
appointed time, the Hujfttes demanded hofbtges of the nobi* 
Dty, for the fafety of thofe they ihould fend to the council ; 
and, after great and violent altercation, the princes and de- 
puties alTembled agreed to engage (heir word for the fafety 
of the BohemanSs and a fafe-conduft was expedited for them 
at Bafil in the moft ample form 

Cardinal SiGlSMDND having taken thefe meafures forreftoringthe 
Julian re- quiet and tranquillity of Bohemias and appointed WiUiam; 
fairs to the AnkQ of Bavorias proteftor of the council, chofe this cqn- 
eouncilof junfture to pafs the AlpSs and repair to Milan. In that city 
Bafil, tf»/he received the iron crown trom the hands of the archbifliop, 
Sigifmund together with the ring, the fword, the feepter, and the gol*^ 
tolts^y. den apple; though duke of Milan f would not afSft 

" . at the ceremony, but ftaid at Placentics on. pretence of an 
at^ihti caufe, however, was a grudge which* 

* he had conceived againft the emperor, whom hefulpefted 
attachment to the Floreniis^es and Venetians s theprofeffed 
enemies of Philip. By this fufpicion he was altogether alic- 
nated from &igijmwids who had come to Italy on his invita^ 
tion, though he now refufed to admit him widi a few attend^ 
ants into the city of Milaus which he wahted to fee out of 
ts ineenfed ptire curiofity K This icftance of difrefpeft, together With 
e^ainjithe thc noU- performance of the promife he bad made to aflift the 
duke of empeitu* with.];notiey and troops, provoked Sigifmund to fuch 
Aflilan* 

* Tkeob. Bell Huffit. ubi fupra. ^ Coa> iiifl. Mediol. 
par! 5. Btqia t>. iii. Dee. 4 & 5* 
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^ degree^ t^t lie became $hc 4eke*$ imjdacable eocmy. Ne- 
veitMd% be Sbnni it.convcmimi to diflemble hb refcot- 
ment, and ctem to I'gcfi: the defers of the Genxu^y who hav- 
ing been fbme years opprefled by Vifemtiy nucle a tendw 
of th^ dry and territc^ry to Sig^md^ which be declined 
aeeepili^/ ^at he might not a<M foch a powerful prince aa 
lliedube of MiUn to riie Mmber dF hi$ epemies. 

Mb AM Tt^hile he employed his whole attention in compro- 
mtfiiig the difference between pope Ev§mius and the conncil* 

The fathers aflembled at demanded his prQte£U<>a 

agsdnft the pope, who had dhfelved the council ; and this 
being granted^ tli^y fent a le^te to perfuadeiS'ii^m/Br to an* 
snl what he had done in pre^ice of their dedications ; or 
in eafe he ihould not revoke the dhlbhitkm of the coundl 
wiihm the term of ninety days, to declare they rtrould pro- 
ceed againft him in the feva-e^^ manner. He was accord- 
ittgly declared eontumacltousi and fummoaed to appear in 
pcrfoa» or by preaty* to give an account of his conduft ; 
and as be did not comply with thi» citation, they certainly 
would have proceeded to hb depohiloQ, had not the empe- 
ror ineerpofed his mediatiem,. in confequenee of which die 
popecoi^nBed the coiHacil of UuJU. 

Hb at the &me tbee impowered them to concert meafures 
&r the reformanon of manners^ as well as the extinfdon of 
herefy ; while Higifimmd^ having fucceeded in his endeavours^ 

^relblved to be crowned at Romey after having wintered at 
tod PAtwerih. When he approached the city, the 
pope fent out feveral cardimds, prelatesi and Rom&n noble- 
«mn> together with a great part of the clergy and people, 
who coadufted him to Rmi with great magnificence. He A, D. 
was reeeiv4ed by the pope ^ the fteps of the Fatican church,! >433* 
brith the ufual ceremony, and on the day of Pentecqft crowned Crowtied 
with the appellation, of cfflspef or and Aigufius ^ af ter he had 
sabto aa oath of fidelity to the church, and truckled to the 
pope in all bis demands. Having ftaid fome time at Romey he 
Ijetired to Eerrarai and afterwafds to Man^y where he ere- Crea/es 
ated Join Frandjio Gemzagay lord cf that city, a marquis,. Gonzaga 
and allowed him to bear the imperial arms* He afterwards 
croffed the Jlps ; and, what was Angular in his journey, he ^ 
quitted in enmity. to the duke of Mitan^ who had in- 
vlted hmi to that country,. and in friendfidpN with the Venetidm^ 
whoihhe had formm'ly mortally bated ^ (A). At 

' SvoKU.^ Coat. com. ii. p. * BisOnu. hi. Det. 

Ant. tit. xxii. c, lO. feft. i. ^ 

(AJ While the emperor waa from the Turhmth 

at embafiadors are faid to ofitri of a perpecuaJ peace, and 

mag- 
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Negotia- At this time the fathers* of the council of Sajil \\tt^ em- 
tion be- ployed in a negotiation with the deputies of the HuffiUSf. 
t^een the whom they wanted to re-inclofe within the pdle of the church. 
fathers ef They had fent Procopius the Shaven^ at jthe head of their 
ti>e council deputies, to Baftly and after a fruitlefs difpute with the ca- 
tholics, which lafted fifty days, he returned to * Bohemia^ 
“ made an alliance with the king of Poland, and ravaged the 
new march of Brandenburg, belonging to the knights of 
the Teutonic order, whom they confidered as the emperor's 
adherents. 

During thefe deliberations, the emperor being informed 
that the HuJJites began to difagree among themfelves, and 
that the barons and nobility of that feeff, who could not bear 
the tyranny of their chiefs, had feparated from the rell in a 
diftinft body, he refolved to draw towards Bohemia, in or* 
der to take the advantage of this divifion. Befides, he fore- 
faw that the difference between the council and the pope 
could never be totally determined, while the firft perfifted in 
the opinion of its fuperiority over the pope, and he conti- 
nued to arrogate to himfelf a* pre-eminence over the council. 
are His imperial majefty therefore fet out for Germany, and on 
defeated his arrival at Vim, received information that the Thahorites, 
by the ca- who had for fcveral months been engaged in the fiege of PiU 
tholics, tijid been totally defeated by the catholics, whom the 

Bohemian barons, already mentioned, bad joined in this ex- 
pedition. 

The Calixtins, and almoft all the nobility of Bohemia, 
agreed to the famous treaty of peace called CompaElata, which 
was drawn up by the biljiops in council; hut Orphans 
and Thahorites oppofing it with all their might, Rifemberg 
and Maifon ISeuve, at the head of the nobkfle, attacked 
them unawares in the city of Prague, and cut 20,000 of 
them in pieces on the fpot. Fiulhed with this fuccefs, they 
marched againft Procopius the Shaven, who was employed 
in the fiege of Pilfen, and charged him fuch fury, that, not- 
withftanding the incredible efibrts he made; his troops were 
totally defeated, he himfdf being mo* tally wounded, and his 
namefake left dead on the field of battle. The braveft of 


magnificent prefents- to Sigif- peace, accepted the prefents, 
fftund, who ordered a throne to a£te 4 munificently towards the 
be ereded in the church, where ambaffadors, and fent by them 
he received tltiem with great royal tefiimonies of his efieeia 
Hate, embraced the propofals of for their monarch ( i ). 


(x) u. A ti. 
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the prifoners were burnt alive in a large tarn; thole that A. D. 
jRed were purfued, and maffacred without mercy ; and, in a H34* 
Word, the whole le6t was utterly exterminated. ^ 

SiGiSMUND did not fail to avail himfelf of this conjunc- 
ture, in his endeavours to regain the alfedion of both par- 
ties ; and he managed matters with fuch dexterity, by means 
of ambafladors, that they afterwafds owritd him as the law- 
ful heir of his brother Wincejlaits : and when he advanced as 
far as Ratifhon^ to hold a general diet of the empire, the 
deputies of the ftates of B^hemiay and of the remains of the 
Thaborit^Sy Went thither, and did homage to him as to their 
king. But, in the mean time, he was obliged to employ his 
attention in remedying other diforders of the empire. Lewis^ Lewis, 
duke of Bavaria, of Ingoldftadt, being accufed of tyranny, 
extortion, peculation, robbery, and facrilege, was fummoned Bavaria, 
to his trial at the diet of Ulm ; and as he refufed to appear, |^^ngoId- 
the emperor put him to the ban of the empire. In 
ance of this fentence, the bifliops and noblemen ki the neigh- °o/the 
bourhood declared war againft him, and levied*" troops to 
make reprifals on his dominions ; but he averted the ftorm, by 
mdking his fubmiflion to Sigifriiiind, who pardoned him, on 
condition that he would make good the damage he had done 
to his neighbours, and renounce all the rights he had to the 
fovereignty of Donawert, , which henceforward enjoyed the 
liberty of an imperial town. 

• With refpetSt to the reftitutlon he confented to make, it 
was referred to the diet which the emperor convoked at B^’ankforC 
Frankfort, in order to determine the differcpce between 
deric the Warlike, marquis of Mifitia, Lcivis count palatine, 
the marquis of Brandenburg, and Eric Y , oi^Saxe-Lawem-j^^^^^ 
hourg, who were competitors for the deflorate of Saxo^ij^, jvjifnia i/g 
vacant by the death of y^/bert III, the laft of the elefloral pcjfejfon 
branch of the ainient family of Flfcania. The emperor, up- oftheeke^ 
on the demile of this prince, ten years ago, had fequelfered torate of 
the deflorate phr interim, and declared P'rederic the Warlike Saxony, 
deflor of Saxony, as a^fief devolved to the empire; but 
Eric of Lawembourg appealed to pope Maj tin V. and after- 
wards to the council of Bajil ; and Frederic, furnamcd the 
Peaceable, fon and fucedibr of Frederic the IFar like, having 
protclled againft this Hep, as an encroachment upon the 
German liberty,; 5(^fywM72^/‘iirued an imperial decree, import- 
ing, that the cognizance of fiefs, llie adminillration of ju- 
flice, and im'pdfition of taxes \n Germany, hacf no depend- 
ence upon the church, but wer5 the prerogatives of the em- 
peror, deflors, and princes; and, finally, at the diet of 
Frankfort, with the advice and confent of the noblemen 
MoDjiwMf. VoL. XXrX. " D d and 
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apJ deputies that were profen t, he.confiimed the lioufe of 
Mifnui in poffcflion of tbe dijchy and deflorate of Saxony^ 
which belongs to it at thi.- day, though the fundly of Lau’- 
'' emhourg Hill protefl: againll their poflcjlioii (b). 

Jmhajja- The next diet was ulfcmbled zi Ratifhon, w here Sigif- 
dors are miuid gave audience to ambalfadors from who 

Jent hy the cMqie to congratulate him upon his happy return to Germany, 
liohemi* propofe, that all tlie Bohemians ihould be obliged to 

Ted'S to the communicate or the two fpedcs: but this propofal w^as re- 
emperor, |;jy emperor ; and one of the Thaborites bdonging- 

to the embalfy chancing to die, his body was denied Chrif- 
tian burial. 

Drat h of Lewis of Ingoldfiadt having, at this aflTcmbly, made full 

UUdiHaus fatisfaflion to the noblemen of Bavaria and Siiabia, vmom 
pillaged, the parties were reconciled, and the empe- 
roland. repaired to Alba Rcgalis, where he received an emb^fly 
from young Ladijlaus, king of Poland, notifying his father’s 
death, and propofing a match between him and the daughter 
of Albert, diike of Anjiria, who was fon-iu-law to the em- 
peror; but this alliance was poflponed, until the differences 
between Hungary and Poland could be adj ailed. 

The Tha- It was during his refidence in this place, that the depu- 
borites tation arrived from the flates of Bohemia, promifing to ac- 
an' recon’ knowlcge him as their fovercign, and Albert his fuccelTor, 
y/v he would agree to certain articles, which he fo- 

ehuuh of icmnly fwore to fulfil : and this affair being fo happily efta-, 
Rome, blillicd, he iaterclled himfelf with the deputies of the coun- 


' Fab R IQ. orig. Sax. 1. vii. 


(B) One great* dcfign for con* 
Toking the diet at Trank fort, 
was to concert ineafures for a 
reformation of tne empire, both 
with refpecl to its head and 
members ; that the reciprocal 
duties of the emperor and fub- 
je^s lliould be afeertained i that 
the rights and poirelhons of the 
empire might be recovered, and 
all b^r revenues fettled upon a 
folid footing. But great diffi- 
culties arofc, on account of the 
alienations vvhighhad been made 
by Char hi VI. in favour of 

(i) Kiantx, ii. Sax. 2j 


thofe who refufed to part with 
their poffclfions, in which the 
kings at their elcdlion piomifed, 
upon oath, to maintain them : 
and though the grievances of 
the empire, witich required an 
immediate remedy, wcrefpeci- 
fied in iixteen articles, yet, as 
there was pot prefent a fufficient 
number of i lectors and princes 
to give a proper fanflion to their 
proceedings, the alfembly was 
prorogued, amj the attempt 
proved abortive (i). 


^ II. Wandal, 35, 
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cil, ia order to facilitate a total reconciliarion'between 
Bohemians and the church. After abundance of difputes 
and negotiations, an allembly was called at Jglave, in the 
diocefe of Olmntz^ at which thefe deputies, as well as thofe 
of Bohemia^ were prefent. There every thing was regulated 
by an authentic afl, figned and fealed by the emperor and 
deputies; in confequence of which aft, Bohemians ^ hav- a D. 
ing protefted that they would for the future be obedient to 1436.* 
the church of Rome^ were abfolved from the excommunica* 
tion, and other cenftires, which had been fulminated againft 
them, and introduced into the church by the deputies of the 
council 

The emperor refolving to eftablifli a folid peace in that 
kingdom, and concluding that nothing could contribute fo 
much to re-involve it in new diforders as the affair of church 
lands, which had been ufurped during the war, and might 
be a bone of contention, he made an accommodation upon 
that fubjeft with the principal noblemen, \vho thought 
themfelves the more obliged to him for this condefceiifion, 
as the deputies of the council had refufed to comply with 
their demands. In order therefore to manifefl their gratitude, Sigifmund 
they coadufted him to Prague^ where he was magnificently crooned 
received, and crowned on the 24th of Jugiiji, Then the 
barons and deputies of the cities did homage to him, and 
took the oath of allegiance 

• A SMALL refidue of the Thaborites Aill held out againA He 
Sigifriuml, under the aufpites of a gentleman called John de Hjc 
R obaCf who was befieged in his caAle, taken by Aratagcm, habor- 
and hanged, with 100 of^his adh(?renls. The town of Cratz . 

likewife refufed to acknowlege the emperor fyr its fovcrcign, \ J ^ 
and fuAained a long Aege with great valour and perfcvcrance, 
until, being quite exhauAed, it fubinittcd on honourable 
termst ' 

Immediately after this paciAcatlon, theemprefs^f/r/^a- 
ra was crowned queen o^Bobemia^ with great L.agniHccncc ; 
and this ceremony being performed, Sigifmund applied him* Rjermt 
felf in earneA to the police of the kingdom, which he fpund police^ 
in terrible confufion, occaAoned by the miferics of the civil 
war,. He cAabliAied tribunals, appointed Maifon-neuvc go- 
vernor of Bohemia^ recalled the clergy wlio had been exiled, 
and, in order to prevent all poAibility of a religious revolt enlijls 
for the future, enliAed t^e remains of the Thabortics and//^^. 
Orphans to be employed agaiuA the Tiirks^ ^hu had made vunus of 
an irruption into • //V liulf- 

ilC£, 

” Sylv. c. 52. 
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These infidels had ravaged the country, and would. have 
maintained thcmfelves in poflTefEon of the whole diftrlft be- 
iwcQii the Save and the Drave, had not they been prevented 
by the Thaborites in the imperial pay, who attacked them 
with fuch fury, that they were utterly defeated, with the 
lofs of 20,000 men, bclidcs thofe who were butchered by 
the peafaiits, or djjowncd in attempting to fwim acrofs the 
Save 

Tho’ Sigifmuuil had addrefs enough to regain the affec- 
tion of the Bohemians, his prudence wtis not fufficient to pre- 
ferve it. His zeal for religion, and implicit obedience to the 
church, had entailed upon him the war with the HuJJiteSy 
in which he had fufFcred abundance of damage and difgrace ; 
and now, after he had concluded an advant:igeous peace with 
thofe people, indead of improving the footing he had gained 
in their good-will, by gentle remonftrances and a mild ad- 
miniftration, the fime indifereet zeal prompted him to tyran- 
nize as formerly over their confciences, and to ufe violence 
in compelling fevend of their principal men to abjure the 
religion which, they profelled. Thefe arbitrary proceedings 
difobligcd his friends, and revived the hatred of his fubje 6 h, 
which increafed tofuph a degree, that, finding it uncomfort- 
able and inconvenient to live among a people by whom he 
was not beloved, he rcfolved to quit the kingdom, and re- 
tire to fomc place where he could end his days in peace and 
tranquillity. But before he could put this reiblution in prac- 
tice, he found himfelf attacked by a diflemper, which was ’ 
the confequence of poifon. One of his toes was cut off by 
the advice of his phyficinns, who believed a cure might be 
effeffed by fuch amputation ; but fomc time after, the difor- 
(Icr re-appeariirg, the emprefs began to think of feciiring to 
herfelf the tlirone by a new marriage. For this purpofe (he 
privately airembled the greatefV part of the baron-s, who had 
great authority in that kingdom ; and aifuring tliem lllat the 
emperor mufi: die in a very little time, obferved, that the 
only expedient for preventing- the troubles which could not 
fail attending his death, would be a regulation before-hand, 
obliging Sigifmumfs fuccefibr to marry his widow'. This 
advice being relilhed by the barons, a fheret agreement was 
made for that purpofe, and confirmed by the oath of all 
parties concerned. Yet this treaty was not inariaged with 
fuch fccrefy, but that it reached the ears of tlie emperor, 
who at the laiijte time was infbrralti by his pliyficians that he 
had not long to live. He ordered himfelf to be tranlported 


Coen. Hill, littjr. p. jo}. 
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from the kingdom of Bohemia y which he had great reafdn to 
fufpc< 5 t of difaffe^lion, to Znam in Moravia, that he might 
fee his daughter before his death p. There he ordcril his 
emprefs, who had followed him, to be arrefted, and the 
barons of Hunga?y and Bohemia being called into his bed- 
chamber, he, in their prefence, nominated his fon-in-iaw 
Albert, duke of Aufiria, for his fuccelfcr, appoiiuing am- 
bafladors, who (hould, immediately after his death, repair 
Bohemia, and prefent#ids lad will to the grandees of that 
kingdom. In the mean time all thofe who were prefent 
a/Tented to liis nomination, and agreed to acknowlege duke 
Albert as king of Hungary and Bohemia. In a little time 
after he had thus fettled the fucceffion, he died, on the 9th 
day September, in the 70th year of his age, having reigned 
i;o years in Hungary, 27 in quality of emperor, and 17 as 
king of Bohemia, His body was, in confeqiience of the di- 
re(n:ion which he himfelf had given, carried to Waradin in 
• Hungary, and honourably interred in the cj:urch of St. 

Ladijlaiu •!. 

SiGiSMUND was remarkable for the beauty of his perfon, H seha^ 
and the majefty of his air. He was liberal, and a patron of raBtr, 
learned men (C), he himfelf having been fo well verfed in 
the languages, as to obtain the epithet of the Light of the 
'ivorld. Though he neither wanted cour:ige nor military 
fldll, he was very unfortunate in all his warlike expeditions, 

* and, what is very remarkable in the difpofuion of a prince, 
he had a mortal antipathy to all flatterers, who he ufually 
compared to crows, which pick out the eyes of their fellow- 
creatures. 1 l\\c Roman catholic* writers extol him for his 
piety and zeal for the advantage of thechnreb, manifefled ia 
his concellions to the pope, in his endeavours to remove the 
fchifm of the church, and his repeated efforts to extinguifh 


p cap. 55. Bonfin. iii. Dec. 3. Naucler. gen. 49. 
CocHL. lib. viii, in fin. Dubrarv. lib. 27. ** ICrantz 

Sax 1 . ii c. z8. Avent. Ann. &c, 1 . vii. p. 663'. He;ss, liv. 
ii. ch. 30. 

% 

(C) Having honoured with ror, by way of rebuke, faid to 
the order of knighthood one him, “ I can create a thoufand 
Giofge Fifcelin, the ablcft law- “ knights in one day ; but, in 
yer of his time, and he chancing the fpace of one thoufand 

one day to have fome difputc years, I cou^ not create one 

about his new rank, the empe-^ “ learned man (1).” 


(1) fur Ileifs, liv, ii. 30. 
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thofe doflrines, which they thought proper to brand with 
^he name of hcrefy ; but it plainly appears, that every ftep 
he tdfek in confequcnce of this zeal, was the effeft of blind 
fuperftition, exciting him to the prejudice of found policy 
and common fenfe. 

As for his widow, (he is fald to have equalled the famous 
Mejfalina in point f)f libcrtinifm ; and though Sigifmund had 
often caught her in the aft of aduftcry, he always forgave 
her backfliding, becaufe he knew himfelf addidled to the 
fame vice. When fhe recovered her liberty after his death, 
Ihe retired to Konigmgratz in Bohemia^ where Ihe lived to a 
great age, in the midfl of a number of couftezans, whom fhe 
maintained to adminifter to her infamous pleafures. To 
fuch an excefs of debauchery did fhe degenerate, that flie 
held the fovereign good to confift in the fcnfual deliglit. 
She treated thofe nuns who, during the religious troubles, 
preferred death to violation, as fo many infatuated wretches 
who did not. underftand the true end of their being. She 
denied a future ftate ; for that reafon alleging, that we 
ought to mal^e the mofl: of life; and when a certain lady of 
reputation mentioned to her the example of the turtle, who, 
after having loft its mate, never chufes another, “ Where- 
fore (faid Ihe) do you inflance a bird who lives in foli- 
tude among the mountains, rather than the example of 
pigeons and fparrows, thofe domeftic animals, who are 
aluays in our view, and vvhofe loves and joys arc without 
interruption ’’ (D).” 

^ ^N, Sylv. c. 53, Idem *in vit. Fred. III. p. 43. Dubrarv. 
1 . xxviii. p. 736., 

(D) Sigifmund two wives. Perhaps the em prefs Barbara 
The firlt was Mary, daughter owes part of this charaftcr to 
of kir\g oi Hungary, ^xid the enmity of the catholics, 

the fccond Eli^zahrth, daughter which fhe incurred by embra- 
of Htrman, count oi CeUcy, by‘ cing the doftrines of Hufs, 
whom he had one only daughter • 

Bli^aheth, wife of Aloert, his 
fuccefTor (i). 


{3) lUipt^ HiJI^ liv, ii. dh, 30# 
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CHAP. IX. 

Containing the Hijlory of 

* 

ALBERT ir. 

LBE RT IT. dnke of Aujlria^ furnamed thi^ Gratae and Albert IT. 
the Magnammoiis^ was the fon of Albert of Aujlrhi^ cal- 
x\\t Wonder of %he Worlds and m^VYicd Elizabeth^ daiigh- Auilria. 
ter of the emperor Sigifnund, Upon the death of his father, 
his coufin Leopold IV. was, by the ftates of Auflria, declared 
his guardian ; but Ernejly the brotlj,er of Lcopohly having 
protefted againfl: this difpofition, the office was divided be- 
tween them; and when the former died, Albert xoi)\\. the 143'^;. 
reins of government in his own hands. By his.wife conduft 
he re-eilabfifhed the fcciirity of his fiibjedls in Aujlria^ 
which had a long time been interrupted by intefline wars, 
rapine, and licence, the authors of which he feverely pu- 
nifhed, until the peace and tranquillity of his dominions 
w^ere reflored. The great /^'putation which he acquired 
by his merit, joined to the favours of fortuitc, wliich never 
forfook him, would i-n all probability have rendered him the 
• greateft prince that ever fat upon the imperial throne, had 
heaven thought proper to prolong his life ®. In one 5 car he 
was honoured with three crowns ; on the firfl of Janttary 
he was raifed to the Hungarian* throniy in corifequenre (»f 
the lafl: will of Sigifniuud, whofc daughtei* and heirefs he 
had cfpoufed ; 011 the flxth of May he w^as clefted king of 
Bohemia, the clioice being founded upon an antient conven- 
tion between the two families, implying, that when the lawful 
heir male of the houfc of Bohemia fliould chance to fail, 
they fbould beftow the crown nipon a prince of the hoiife of 
Aitflria, Yet notwilhfianding this agreement, and the other He is top- 
pretenfions of Albert, he met with a ftrong oppofiuon froni pofed in his 
one part of the ffates of Bohemia, who, b\^ the intrigues of elaiion by 
Tafm, a Bohemian nobleman, and chief of that fa( 51 :ion, Cafimir, 
elefted Cafmir, brother of the king of Poland ^ and evep of 

crowned liim in the city of Prague. Thcfe were the very 
people who had coufpired with the emprefs Barbara againft ^ ^ 
Sigi/mund, This competition produced a war againft AB 

® Spond. Contin. Bar. tom. ii. p» 348. 
cap 2c. Ckomar. lib, ii. 
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bert, in which Cajlmir, being afifted by the Polijh troops, 
for fome time difputed the throne. 

Casimir, and his brother Ladijlaus, advanced with a 
body of troops into Bohemia, where joining i\itCaHxtins, by 
whom he had been invited, he obtained feveral advantages 
over the Aiifirians, and great barbarities were committed by 
both fides. At leqgth Albert affembJed all his forces, of 
which he gave the command to the marquis of Brandenburg, 
who had acquired the appellation of the German Achilles, 
and then fent a defiance to the enemy, whom he attacked in 
their intrenchments, and compelled to retreat toThabor. 

After this aftion the marquis pf Brandenburg made an 
irruption into Upper Poland\ and this diyerfion obliging 
diflaus to retire for the defence of his own dominions, Al- 
bert returned to Prague, where he again exacted the oath of 
allegianc e fioni the citizens, appointed the count deCelley go- 
vernor of Bohemia ; and having taken other means for fe- 
curing the tranquillity of that kingdom, repaired to Brcf- 
laii. Here lie found Roderic, bifliop of Burgas, deputed 
from the council of Bafjl, to negotiate a peace between him 
and his competitor for the Bohemian crown: but all the en- 
deavours of this able minifier proved ineftediial, neither 
would he refigu his pretenfions ; and all that the prelate 
could obtain was, that both would continue to own the au- 
thority of the council againft the pope, who attempted to 
^\»hcm he transfer it to Ferrara, At length, however, Albert's for- 
dejeati, tune prevailed ; he difperfed the forces of his competitor, 
made liimfelf mafier of the whole kingdom, except one or 
two places, which flill held out for his antagonift, and was 
crowmed at Prague with univerfal applaufe, after he had 
made an accommodation with thofe noblemen who had 
cfpoufed the caufe of Cafimir, and promifed, though unwil- 
lingly, to be governed by their advice 

Ttie emprefs Barbara, about this time, having refigned 
her right to the fortrefies of Hungary, was fet at liberty, and 
accommodated with an allowance of 12,000 ducats a year, 
in the midft of his expedition againft Cafimir, Albert rer 
celved the news of his being ele(fted emperor at Frankfort, 
by the clcdlois and princes there affembled, in order to.con^ 
cert meafures for terminating the differences between the 
pope and the council of Bafil, He was, however, obliged 
to conceal his fentiments on his eledlion, until he had ob- 
tained the copfsntof theftates of Hungary, who hadchofen 
i[iim king on condition that he fliould not accept the imperial 

V Struv. Hill. Germ. ^cr. x. fcft. u 
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V rnwn, in cafe he ihould be foUicited to receive that honour. 

For the'" barons of Hungary alleged, that it was a great dif* 
advantage to their ftate to be governed by an emperor, on 
the experience they had of Sigifmiind^ who, while he was . 
occupied in the affairs of Italy, Germany, and his other do- 
minions; left the kingdom of Hungary expofed to the in- 
curfions of the Turks, who pillaged it with impunity. Ne- 
verthelefs the ftates, feeing Hlbert ftrongly preffed to accept de^vation 
of the imperial dignity, confented to his elevation, rather /oMf 
than run the rifque of lofing a prince whofe merit was fo ferial 
confpicuous throne. 

But two days before he was declared emperor, the elec- The elec- 
tors of the empire, perceiving that the council of Bajtl and 
the pope did nothing but publifii decrees againft each other, 
refolvcd to adhere to neither fide, until they ftiould have de- 
liberated fix months upon their different claims. This was 
the beginning of i\\Q German neutrality, which was embrace a 
trafted to the eighth year, and was equally difapproved by neutrality 
Eugenius the council (E). Neverthelefs, Albert was no letnveen 
fooner in poffeffion of the imperial throne, than he fent am- popeE\jigt- 
bafiadors to the council, to renew the engagements of public nius and 
faith and fecurity which they had received from Sigifmund : thefatbert 
while the fathers, in return for this favour, granted him the 
money which had been raifed by indulgences in Auftria, on 
account of the arrival of the Greeks (F). 

After his eleftion and coronation at Aix la Chapelle, Albert re- 
his chief care was to reform the abufes which had crept into gulates 
the adminifiration of jnftice: he laid the tribunal of Au-^betribu- 
Jiregues under proper refiri 61 i#ns; fuppreffed what was cal- ^be 
led the fecret and ll^ejlphalia judgment, f^id to be as old as 


ASn. d. c. 55. Naucler. gencr. 48. Trithem. inChron. 


(E) Pope Eugemus having pu- 
blifhed bulk for transferring the 
council of BajH to Fftrara, 
the eleftors, princes, end pre- 
lates, alTembled at Frankfort, 
refolved to continue neutral, 
that they might be the more 
able to negotiate a pacification. 
With this laudable view they 
wrote letters to the fathers in 
council, the pope, and Paleolo- 
gks, emperor of the Greeks, 

(j) Barrsj tom, vii» p, 407^ 


horting them to peace and unity, 
and intreating them to contri* 
bate their feveral endeavours to 
prevent a fehifm in the church 
( 0 . 

(F) This was a fum of money 
raifed to defray the expences of 
the Greek emperor and the call- 
ern princes, to the number of 
700, who arrived this year in 
Italy, in or^er to celebrate an 
cecumenical council (2). 

( 2 ) Fide Hiftory of the Popit, 

CharU^ 
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Charldfnagnej iti ‘confequehce of which people we^e con- 
demned to death on fimple information, without knowing 
thecditie that was laid* to their charge, until the very mo- 
ment of the executidnj and yet, simidfl: all thefe falutary re- 
gulations, he never dreamed of abolifhing the manner of 
* proceeding obferved at Klagenfurt, the capital oi Carvithiay 
where a perfori accufEd, or even fufpeefbed, of theft, is hinged 
upon the fpot, and tried next day, when, if he is convifted, 
his body is left fufpended on the gibbet ; but if his innocence 
appears, his corpfe is honourably interred at the public ex- 
pence y. 

Confirms - Al B E R T confirmed the neutrality which had been em- 
tbe ntu- braced by the cleftors, and by their advice propofed, that a 
traliiyof general couHcil Ihould be convoked in fome third town, dif- 
theiliSiors aficmbly at Bd/il, as well as from that which 

Was itialntaincd at Ferrara. Though both parties feemed 
princes. aVerfc to this propofal, the princes of the empire alTembled 
at Mentz, in order to flicilitate the expedient : as a previous 
flep to which, they agreed that the council of Bafil Hioul J 
.. be obliged to fufpend the depofition of the pope, which was 
Crt^ips jn fubjeft of their deliberations. The deputies 

^f^ouref ftates, which were prefent on this occafion, 

nenv ^ approved of the ftep ; yet, the legates from the fathers would 
cmnctL acqiiicfce in this mcafure, but returned to BafA*, and 

thofe that were fent by the pope repaired to Mentz, where 
they in vain employed all their efforts in perfuading the 
princes to rejc6l: the council, and then retired, after having 
protefted againft the neutrality 

MiJikes Nevertheless, both pope and council courted the 
peace fviendlhip of the •emperor, and even exerted thcmfcivcs in 
the king of mediating a peace between Hungary and Poland, Tlicir le- ” 
Poland, gates emphryed their influence in his favour, during the diet 
^ ditPctrico^u: and a congrefs being opened at Drcjlaum Site- 
fidy a treaty of peace was concluded, on condition that AU 
bert fhould beftow his cldefl: da*ughter in marriage upon La- 
dijlaus^ and give his yoiingei* to prince Cafimir^ together 
with the kingdom of Bohemia, by wiiy of dower 

Hitherto evefy thing fucceeded profperonfly with Al- 
bert, and his fubje<^s began to prefage happy things under 
his goveninient, when Amurath, foltan of the Turks, who 
had employed a whole year in preparing to invade Ihdgaria, 
now refolved to^ put his defign in execution. lie accord- 

t Kniciun Jar. Tcrrilorij Syndptlca Tra£l. c. 5. * 

Sylv. de Con. Bafil, part. ii. n, 7, g. ^ Du glass, 1 . xii, 
p. 712. 

ingly 
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ingly eptered that province, though it belonged to bis own 
father-in-law, George, the duke or defpot, and began his 
operations with the fiege of Semendna, Albert^ who before 
his elevation to the imperial throne had rendered himfelf for- 
midably to the infidels, and engaged in a treaty with this 
prince, armed for the defence of his ally, as well as of his 
hereditary dominions, which, in all proltibility, would be at- 
tacked in their turn, and took the field with fuch force as 
he could afiemble in thofe kingdoms and in the empire; but Albert 
in the mklfi: of txcefiive heats, having indulged himfelf indies on hit 
eating a great <']ivintity of fruit, he was attacked with a vio* ^J!!***^ 
lent dyfeatery, which obliged him to quit Ihida, in order to 
return to Vienna ; but be never reached that city; for death ' ,^0* 
overlook him on the road, at the village of Long, and his 
body was interred at Wdjfcnhurg He left the emprefs 
with child of a fon, who was called Laliflaiis, and bv the 
bidi ip of Strigonici crowned king of Hungary, four months 
after his birth (G). ♦ 

His death was no fooner known, than Frederic^ fon of 
Erncj}, count of Tyrol, his neareft relation, was chofen ad-* 
miniflrator of Aujlrlay by the flutes aflembled at Vienna, un* 
til the emprefs lliould be delivered, that in cafe (lie fhould 
bring a prince into the world, he might take upon him the 
office of tutor ; or if the fruit of her womb fliould be a fe- 
male, fucceed to the duchy as coheir with his brother Albert. 

At the fame time the catliolics and Calixtins of Bohe^ 
piia laid afide their mutual auimofity; and in confequence 
of pathetic letters from the emprefs Elizabeth, affembled in 
a friendly manner at Prague, and rcfolved to wait for her 
delivery, before they would proceed to the deftion of a new 
‘king 

In the fliort courfe of Alherfs reign, feveral diets of the 
empire were held in the city of Nuremberg. In one of thefe, 
at which were prefent a great number of princes, all Ger- 
many, except Bavaria and Aitjiria, was divided into four 
circles ; the firft comprehended Bavaria and Franconia ; the 

^ Gbr. Rob. 1 - V. p. 164. ^ Hkisis, tom. it* p. 258. 

< Theob. Bell. Huff. c. 8. 

(G) He had by the fame ven- the other to VlHliam, duke of 
ter two daughters, Elizabeth Saxony, There was likewife 
and Ann, the hrff married to another fon, died in his in- 
Gafimiri prince of and fancy (i). 


(i) I'tv* iii, (h, I, 

5 


fecond 
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fecotid including the countries about the Rhine, together 
with Allemania ; IVefl^hjlta and the Low Countries were 
contained in the third; and the fourth was conftituted by 
Saxony alone. In another diet it was propofed to divide 
the empire into fix circles; and this divifjon was afterwards 
eftablillied and followed for the fir ft time by the emperor 
Maximilian the firft,^as the death of Albert for the prelent 
fruftrated the fcheme. This prince having inherited the 
kingdoms of Hungary and Bohemia in quality of fon in-law 
of the emperor Sigifmimd, he may be faid to have been the 
bafis of that power and grandeur to which the houlc of Au- 
Jlria hath fincc attained. He was of a tall ftature and ex- 
traordinary ftrength, liberal, juft, and virtuous ; he che- 
riflied a warm affc(n:ion for his people, a great zeal for reli- 
gion, and an uncommon efteem for learned men 


C H A R X. 

Including the Emperor^ s Contejls for the Crowns of 
Bohemia and Hungary. 

FREDERIC III, 

A, D. AFTER the death of Albert, the cIe< 5 lors, aflcmbling at 
1440. Frankfojt, unanimoully agreed to fill the vacant throne 

Frederic with Frederic of Auftria, furnamed the Pacific, fan diErnefi 
of Auftria of Aujiria, of the Stirian line, and Cimburge, daughter of 
eleBcd em- the duke of Mazdvia ; he was alfo confin-german of his pre- 
petor, <^Qcc.^Iov Albert, and no more than twenty-five years of age at' 
c his election ^ (H). The ele< 5 lois had at firft agreed to name 
Lewis III. landgrave of Hejfe, as fucceflbr ; but he 

having declined the dignity, on account of the troubles in 
which the empire was involved, all the fufFrages were re- 
united in favour of Frederic, and the* archbifhop of Triers 

« Sylv. Europ. c. 3. ^ Krantz Sax. lib. xi. c. 30. 

(H) This prince is by fomc renounced his pretcnfions to the 
called Frederic IV. and by o- crown, and the ele£fioa of Fre* 
thers Frederic V. but the greateft deric of Brunfiwic was not ac- 
number of writer^ give him the cording to form; fo that neither 
denomination of Frederic. HI. the one nor the other are infert^ 
becaufe the lafl: Frederic of Au- cd in the number of the empe- 
fria, who was only chofen by rors, 
part of the eleftors, afterwards 


was 
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was fent to Vienna to notify his eleftion, and invite him to 
come and take pofleflion of the throne. 

We have already obferved, that the infant Ladj/laus was 
crowned king of Hungary by the cardinal archbifhop of Stri- 
gonia. This ceremony was no fooner performed, than 
his mother Elizabeth carried him to Vienna^ and put him 
under the protection of the emperor, to^fc^een him from the 
ill offices of one part of his fubje 6 ts, who had aftually of- 
fered the crown to Ladiflans^ king of Poland^ and concluded 
a treaty with him on that fubje(ff. 

As for Boheniia, it was ffill divided between the catholics < 7 -^^ 
and Calixtins^ the former of whom were inclined to ap- tins §ffer 
point adminiftrators, until the young Ladijlaus fhould be the cro^wn 
capable of afTuming the reins of government : but Ptaczccky of Bohe- 
at the head of \\\q. CulixtvUy made violent efforts in faX'^our mia A!- 
of a new eleftion, and even fent ambafFadors to Munich^ to bert, ehc* 
notify to Albert, elector of Bavaria, that they had elevated 
him to the throne of Bohemia ; that prince, however, hav- '’**’*^* 
ing made proper acknowlegements for their ‘ good opinion 
and intended favour, declined interfering with the intereft of 
the lawful heir. 

Being disappointed in this quarter, the Calixtins agreed 
to alTemble with the catholics, in order to provide for the 
fecurity of the kingdom ; and as it appeared abfolutely necef- 
fary to appoint fome perfon who fhould take upon him the 
adminiftration of affairs, they pitched upon the emperor, 
who defired to be excufed from accepting luch a troublefome 
office. Nay, fuch was the moderation of this prince, that 
when the ffates of Bohemia n\JTide him a tender of their 
crown, he refufed their offer, protefting he would pireferve 
it for Ladijlaus, the fon of Albert II. his relation and pupil, 
whom he confidered as the lawful heir of the Crowns of Bo- 
hernia and Hungary s. 

The Bohemians having fuffered thefe two rcpulfes, pro- 97;^ Bohe- 
ceeded to the ele^lion of adminiflrators from among their mians 
fellow fubjefis, when Piaczeck was chofen by the Calixtins, choqfe /aw 
and Blatfon^neiive by the catholics ; and their government admini- 
was for fomc time very quiet, thofe of both communions 
joying full liberty of conFcience. 

Mean while the king of Poland, aflifted by the famous 
Hiinniades, had obtained a viiftory over queen Elizabeth, mo- 
ther of young Ladijlaus ; though his progrefs was foon 
flopped by his German allies, commanded by a Bohemian 
gentleman called John Gifora^ who gave furprifing proofs of 


s BoNFiN.iii. Dec 4 , Phu. lib. i. 
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dation be* 
t^een the 
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Poland 
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A. D. 
1441. 

Prufiia re* 
^qUs from 
the Teu- 
tonic or- 
der* 


Frederic 
inter- 
efts him- 
felf in the 
a fairs of 
the church, 
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his gallantry and conduft. Pope Eugenhis beiilg informed 
of thefe troubles in Hungary ^ fent cardinal Julian thither to 
negotiate a peace, which was efTcdfed on thefe conditions* 
That the king of Poland fliould be declared regent of Hun^ 
gary during the minority of Ladijlaus^ and fucceed him on 
the throne, in cafe he fhould die without iflue ; that the 
Pole fhould efpoufe queen Elizabeth's eldeft daughter, and 
his brother Cajimir take the younger to wife ; and that ail 
the a6fs and military promotions made in Hungary by the 
king of Poland fliould be confirmed 

While thefe meafures were taken for reftoring the peace 
of Hungary, the knights of the ^Teutonic order were guilty 
of fuch outrages and oppreffion in the neighbourhood of 
Cnlm^ that the nobility entered into an afTociarion for their 
mutual defence, and the difference was referred to the arbi- 
tration of the emperor, who decided in favour of the knights ; 
this fentcnce reduced the ftates of PruJJia to fuch de- 
fpair, that they revolted from the Teutonic order, and ac- 
knowleged the king of Poland as their fovereign, after he 
had promifed to confirm the rights and privileges of Prujfia K 
Frederic, in the beginning of his reign, made fundry 
regulations touching the adminiftration of jnllice, the police, 
and coin of the empire; nor did he manifeft lefs concern in 
his endeavours to cxtinguifii the fchifiti that ftill continued 
in the church. He convoked feveral diets, to deliberate up- 
on this fubjeft, in confequence of an embalTy which he re- 
ceived at the fame time from Eugenius and the coundil of 
Bafil, which had elefted to the papacy Amadeus, duke of 
Savoy, under the name of Felix* Thefe ambaflTadors attended 
him during his,, coronation at Alx la Chapellc, which being 
performed, they returned to the aficmbly at Frankfort ( I ), 
where each party pleaded their own caiife ; and, after long 
debates, it was agreed, that the empire fhould Hill adhere to 
the neutrality, until another council fhould be convoked in 
fome part of Germany, in order to determine all differences, 
and re*eftablifh the tranquillity of the church Deputies 


^ Duclass. Hid. Pol. 1 . xii. 
^ Spond. Contin. t. ii. p. 418. 


^ Barre, tom. vii. p. 538. 


(I) In this diet farther regu- which was now afeertianed ; and 
lations were made touching the the paSa famili^, between the 
combat proof, tjie fetret judg- Brandenburg ^ti^HIeck^^ 

mtnioitt^eJlphalia,zviAiheQ\ST- Jtnburg, were confirmed (i). 
rent coin, the precife value of 


{i) Ludowtgs de Formula Due* Brand* p. 78. 


were 
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vere accordingly fent to notify what had pal&d to the fa- 
thers of the council at Baftl^ and to pope Eugenius at Florence^ 
though the behaviour of the ftates of the empire on thisoc-* 

^fion was agreeable to neither party. 

Mean while Frederic fet out in perfon iot Bajil^ where he Hasanin^ 
exhorted the fathers to concord and accommodation with teryUmj 
Eugeniusy and had an interview with whom, however, 
he would not acknowlege as pope, though he is faid to have 
been tempted with an offer of one of his daughters in mar- 
riage, a young princefs of exqnifite beauty, and a portion to alkno^* 
200,000 ducats; a propofal which he rejeffed with difdain, 
and upon which he laid to one of his courtiers, by way of 
plealaiitry, “ This man would fain purchafe holinefs, if he a. D. 

could but find a feller (K).” 1*142. 

A\.t no" Frederic failed in his efforts toabolifli this fchifm in 
the church, he was more fuccefsful in the war which he cur- 
lied on aguinll his brother Albert VI; furnamed the ProdigaL 
This prince, under the pretext of having been defrauded of 
his lliare of his father’s eftate, had affembled* feme forces, 
with the affiftance of JValrick dc Celley, and feveral other no- 
blemen, befieged the city oi Laubmhy the capital of Carni» 
old, and fuffered a repulfe from the inhabitants, fnpportcd 
* by fome Aiijlrian troops which had come to their luccour. 

Albert being incapable of paying the auxiliaries, they aban- 
doned his caufe, and refolved to invade Aujiriay in order to 
.extort money from Frederic the emperor. They accord- 
ingly began their ravages, and the diforders continued till 
Frederic was obliged to fet on foot a treaty with his brother, Makes 
to whom he paid a certain fum ofc money, and yielded Suabia^ peace 
and his territories bordering upon the Swifs, lor the fpace of hit brother ' 
fix years. He was likewile obliged to gratify his brother’s Albert, 
foldiers with 70,000 ducats, before they would defifi from had 
the rapine and robbery which they had fo long pradlifcd 
with impunity b 

ntan^^ 

^ Fucger.*!. V. c. 3. 

(K) About this time the art attributes that honour to agen- 
of printing was firft invented, or tieraan of their city, called John 
at lead fird known in Europe, (Jutunburg, and others contend 
The Dutch aferibe this excellent for John Mentbtly and John 
and happy invention to Lauren- Faujlus, inhabitants of the fame 
tins Junjon^ an inhabitant of place (ij. 

Lejdefty while the city of Mentz 

• 

(i) Bam, tom, vii, p. 439. 
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Eric, king DuringI all thefe difputes, the war had ftill raged betweetf* 
^p/^Den- the king of Denmark and the princes of Hofftein j and now,' 
in the i8th year of this difpute, an accommodation took 
makes between the contending parties, who agreed, that^ 

peace ^ith Adolphus ftiould retain, during life, the portion of 

^0f Hol^^^ Slefwic which he then poflefled, together with thfe ifle of 
ilein F^meren and leficr friejland\ but that, on the eKpiration of 
two years after his death, the king of Denmark and his heits 
fhould fubmit to a fair trial of his pretenfions. In confe* 
quence of this treaty, the towns of Lubec, Hamburgh, Lu-' 
nenbourg, and IVi/mar, made their fubmiifion to his Danijb 
majefty, who did not, however, long enjoy the fruits of 
this pacification. 

h depofed^ He rcfoved to fettle the fucceffion upon his nephew Bu» 
andCWni-giflauSy duke of Pomerania \ and this attempt, fo contrary 
topher to the liberties of Denmark, the crown of which was dec-' 
^ Bavaria tive, gave fuch difguft to the ftates, that they fummoned 
dtaedin to the diet at Horfoe, and he refufing to appear, they 
bis room, deprived him of the fovereign power, and defied Chrijhphef 
of Bavaria, who was accordingly acknowleged king of Den- 
mark, Sweden, and Norway, and folemnly crowned at Ry- 
pen by the archbiftiop of Lunden. 

A. D. This revolution was fucceeded by a war between the Aii-^^ 
1443 Jlrians ^niSwtfs, which engroffed the emperor’s whole atten- 
ne Swifs tion. A difference had happened between the Swifs and the 
bfjirge city of Zurich, on account of Toggenburg, and of its having 
Zurich, put jtfdf under the prote6lion of the emperor, who not only 
and the refufed to confirm the privileges of x\\q Swifs, but likewife 
refliturion of all the territories which they had 
afftftance houfe of Aujlria. The inhabitants of Zw- 

of the refufing to renounce the treaty which they had made 

kin? of with the emperor, the Swifs had recourfe to arms, and ac- 
Erance. - tually invefled the city. Frederic, in this dilemma, demanded ' 
fuccours againft the Swifs from the princes of .the empire, 
not one of whom would take the field in his behalf. He 
then follidtcd the alliftancc of Charles VII. of France, who 
fent the dauphin his fon into Germany; at the head of 40,000 
men, although had only engaged to furnifh 5000 ; for 
whom the emperor promifed to find- free quarters in A face. 
The king of France may have been induced, by feveral mo- 
tives, to fend fuch a confiderable army into the empire. Per- ^ 
haps he wanted to revenge an irruption which had been 
made by the governor of Monthelliard into the territories of. 
France. He might have had defigns uipon Alface : his in- 
tention might have been to aflift duke of Lor rain, to 
make himfclf mafler of the city of Metz ; and it is not im- 

pro- 
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probable that^he was follicired to make fuch a powerful ar- 7 ht da,u* 
mament by Sigifmund of Aujlria^ or pope Eugenius^ in order cuts 
to diflblve the council of Bajil, Be that as it will, the dau- Pieces 
plain approached this city at the head of his army, in which 4ooo 
were Booo Englijb^ under the name of auxiliaries. The 
Swi/s, though few in number, not only kept the fields but 
alfo gav€5 them battle; but they were aliyoft all cut in pieces^ 
by the French cavalry, who, neverthelefs, paid dear for the^^^^,.^ * 
vidtory (L). About the fame lime the Siui/s received hs Jeizes 
another check before Zurich^ which obliged them to r^ik Jhme ttnju^s 
the fiege, and the dauphin returned to Germany, He in Alfacc. 
thought proper, however, to feize upon Montbelliard, and- A. D. 
fome other cities of Alface, 1 444. 

In the midfV of thefe tranfadlions, Ladijlatts, king of Po- Ladillauj 
land, taking advantage of his namefake’s minority and ab- 
fence, as well as of the doth of the emperor, who neglefted " 
the intereft of his people ; encouraged, I fay, by th^e fa- 
vourablc circumftances, the Pole formed a ftrong party in 
Hungary, and was adlually acknoWleged fovereign of that ^ 
kingdom* Immediately after his elevation, he, at the defire 
of pope Eugenius, efpoufed the caufe of Stephen, defpot of 
Rafcia, whom Amurath had ftripped of his dominions, and 
raifing an army of Poles, Walachians, Germans, and Bohemia 
ans, under the command of the gallant Gifcra, he paffed the 
Danube, made himfelf mafter of the town of Sophia, and by 
the valour and conduft of his general Hunniades, obtained Defeats 
a complete victory over the Tiirkifb tivsny, commanded by Turks; 
the famous Scanderbeg, who, by the bye, was fufpefted of 
partiality towards the Chriftians# 

Amurath was greatly diflieartened by this defeat, efpe- 
cially as he found himfelf attacked on one fide by Ibrahim^ 
prince of Cilicia, and on the other fide by Scanderbeg, who 
immediately after this battle revolted, declaring himfelf a * 
Chriftian, and took pofleffion of Albania, which was his 
paternal inheritance. The fpltan therefore, in this emer- 
gency, filed for peace, which was ratified on conditions very 
advantageous to the Hungarians, and folemnly fworn to by 

^ Mez. Abr. Chron. t ii. p. 698. 

(L) The S^ifs army is faid to quered, died upon the fpot, ex- 
have amounted to no more chan cept one man, who, at his return 
4000 men, who flew double cheit to his canton, )^as beheaded for 
number of the French j and, ra- cowardice ( 1 ), 
ther than own themfelves con * . 

(x) Mest, ahteg, Cbrgn^ Um, Ii. f, 6^9. < .. 

Mod. H’!»rVoL. XXIX. Ee Udif- 
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LaMjlaus ; n^ho, ncverthelcf^^ regardlefs of his oath, froiA 
U'hich he was abfolved by the pope, and mftigated by the 
Greek emperor Paleologits, he and Hunniades refmned their 
arms, and inviting Scanderbeg to join thctn, ‘ advanced by the 
hut after- way of Thrace towards the Eiixinc fea. Th^ came in 
Guards fight of the Titrkifh army, commanded by Anturat’h in per* 
i^es his village called yarna. where a bloody battle en- 

S T / ^vhich Ladijlms loft his life, Hunniades his liberty, 

Varna^ and the Chriftian army was intircly defeated 

The* fate of Ladijlaus was no fooner known in Poland^ 
Cafimir i$ than the diet, affembling at Cracovu^^ elefted his brother 
eUsfid Cafmtr in his room ; and the Hungarians having in vain fol- 
p T ^ liclted the emperor to fend his ytithaj pupil as their king, 
roland. committed the adminiftration of their kingdom to Hunniades^ 
adcs whom they revered as the faviour of their country. This 
toivtid having been ranfomed after the battle of Varna y 

genjirmr defeated the Turks in Mefta^ and compelled the 

count deCelley^ though the emperor’s father-indaw, to do 
dom of homage for his dominions to the kingdom of Hungary*, 
iriuiigary. The ftates aircmblcd at Pcfl^ fent deputies to the empe^ 
ror to demand their crown, which had been delivered to him 
by queen Elizabeth ; and, upon his refullil to give it up, they 
refolv^ed to obtain it by force of arms. With this view they 
declared war againft him, and Hunniades^ at the head of 
10,000 chofcD men, made an irruption lo the very gates of 
Vienna, from whence he returned to Presburg Joaden with 
booty, and terrified the emperor to fuch a degree, that he 
durft not quit the fortrefs of Ncujiadt, until a truce for three 
years was eftabliflied throiSgh the good offices of the count 
de Celley ®. • 

By this time the Bohemians, tired and harrafTed by the 
faftions fupported by their two adminiftrators, began to long 
forthcariival of their young king, under whole authority 
they hoped peace and union might be rc-eftabliffied in tfie 
kingdom. Mean while, /’frtrmvf dying, tbt Hvjfites 
George de PckUebrad in his place, that he might counterba- 
The diet of lance the power of Mai/on Netrue, who was their enemy ; md 
Prague their religious dcfputes continuing, the diet of the kingdom 
ftnd am- was convoked at Prague, where it was rdblved to fend one 
hajfes to embaffy to the emperor to demand their young king, an.d an- 
she empe^ Other to the pope, folliciting the confirmation of their arcb- 
ror and bilhop Rockiz me, who had been excommunicated by the 
he fope, of Rtnne^* 

™ Sec the Hlflory of Hungary. ® Bonfin. Decad. «u 

1, vii. ® Barre, t. vii. p. 477. ^ I heob. Bell. 

Hnin par. ii. 
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Frijo hric’s attention was at this period empteyed in con-* fhe dau- 
triving expedients for defending the dominions of the empire 
from the troops of the daapbin, Called Jrinagnacs, \thich 
tomihitted terrible ravages in Jlface\ when the princes of 
the empire, j^cenfed at thefc hoftilhies, refolved to take 
arms agiunfi France, and entrufted Leijuis connt palatine with 
the cnnduft 'of that expedition j but, before things came to 
ihat extremity, a diet was held at Spire; in \vhich, by the 
mediation of the drchbiftiops oi Cologne and Triers^ ^hd 
Wre in the French intereft, it was refolved firft to try the 
expedient of a negociation. In confequence of this refolu- Amhffa^ 
tion; ambaffadors were font to the dauphin to demand fatif- don are 
faftion, tipon which he nominated five perfoo^ of rank as fint to ii- 
. his deputies, who had orders to declare, in his name, that, mandfa- 
as the emperor bad invited him into Germany, be infifted CsJa^ioO^ 
tipoii a confirmation of the treaties made with the nobility of 
Mface, and upon haxnng winter-quarters aifigned to bis 
troops, otherwife the hoftilkies fhould be continued. The 
French had been for fame time in poflcffion of Lauffinburg, 
Sickingeri, and fomc other places ; but, not contented with 
. thefc, they likfewifc demanded Brifac and Fribmrg ; finally, 
they propofcd Stgifmmd duke of Aujiria (hohld repair to 
France, and confumrnare the marriage with the daughter of 
king Charles^ the dauphin’s filter, and for that purpofe remit 
t!ic jewels and money which had been left to them by Frede^ 

• ric of Auftria, To thefc demands the emperar replied by 
the mouth of Albert of Brandenburg, that be had .indeed 
follicited the king of France far a fuccour of 5000 men, but 
had itevcr dreamt he would fend 4o,oq)0 ; and that, by the 
cuftom of Germany, the treafure and jewels of princes al- 
ways devolved to their fucceffbrs. At length it was agreed, 
that the dauphin fhould retreat with his troops from the ter- 
ritories of the empire, and that the Germans ftiould demand 
lio reparadon for the damage they had fuflained 

The dauphin’s retreat did» not rc-eftablifti the peace of 
Atface ; for the troops^ of the count palatine plundered the 
fiefs belbiigihg to the noblemen and towns that favoured 
the French ; and the AJlrians committed die fame exceffcs 
tpon the territory of Baftl, which was in alliance with the 
Swifs, Tliefc outrages were retorted with great rancour 
hpon the lands, fubjefts, and allies, of the houfe of Aujiria, 

^nd the whole country becarUe a feene of rapine, cruelty, 
and confufion, until peace and order were refiored by the 

. • 

< Hsus, 1 . tii. p. 269. 
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A. D. mediation of the cleftor palatine, the marquis of and 

144^ the count of Willemherg\ 

the eU 6 t- THESE U'oiibles being appeafcd, the eleftors of the em- 
ors affem- pjj.^ affembled at Frankfort on account of Thcodoric archbiftiop 
of Cologne^ and James archbifliop of Triers^ \i^hom JFugenins 
had depofed, bccaufe they adhered to Felix and the council 
of Bafil^ agreed jfmong themfelves, that unlefs Eugemus 
would declare their depofition void, fupprefs the taxes with 
which the German nation was burthened by the court of 
gainft pope Romc^ and own the authority of councils, fuch as it Kad 
Eugenius j been declared at Conjlance^ they would affent to the fentence 
which had been pronounced againft him at the council of 
BafiL This refolution being intimated to Frederic^ lie ,fent 
Mneas SylviuSy his fecretary, to Eugenius, exhorting him to 
treat the eleftors of the empire with more refpeft, and, 
above all things, to reftore the archbifhops to their former 
dignity, if he expected to fee an end of that fchifm, which 
divided the diurch. His remonftrances had fuch weight with 
brought to that he promifed to be fwayed by the emperor’s 

teajon by fg^t ambaffadors to another adembly at Frank- 

fort, in which certain articles of accommodation were pro- 
pofed, and afterwards ratified at Rome 

The fathers of the council of Bafil, finding themfelves 
in danger of being utterly deferred, had, a little before this 
- accommodation, publiftied a decree, in which; after having 
th,rs of obferved, that the beft method for removing the fchifm would 
^ council, they profefled their readinefs to 
rent to the expedient, and agree to any place that 

fhould be pitched upon by the emperors and eleftors aflem- 
bled at the diet of Frankfort. But no meafures could be con- 
trived to heal the divifions that ftill remained in Bqhemia. 
The politicians convoked diet after diet, without being able 
to form any refolution, but that of fending another depura- 
tion to demand Ladijlaiis of the emperor, who would not 
even indulge them with an midience. In vain did the pope 
fend cardinal Carvajal to pacify the .troubles at Prague : tho’ 
Tmprifoned Catholics and Maifon Neiive fubmitted to the direftions 
and dies. ' Podiebrad and his Huffites perfuaded the 

people that the pope a.nd Frederic intended to deprive them 
of their religious liberties ; and taking advantage of the com- 
motion they had raifed, attacked and imprifoned Muifon 
Ncuve, who died in a few days after this misfortune, not 

' Crussius, p. 385. iEwE. Comment. 1 , L Ant. tit. 

22, c. 1 1, fe6b 17. , CocHLiB. Hifi. Hu 0 ic. 1. ix. 
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without fufpiclon of poifon. In confequence of his deathj Podiebrad 
Podiebrad remahied in peaceable pofTeflion of Prague and the remains in 
whole kingdom, and Rockizane was re«eftabUflied in his q.2l- 
thedmP. . p^^onof 

Just, as Bohemia began to refpire from the horrors of a 
civil and religious war, Alface was involved in frelh confufion i^^r in 
by a quarrel between Frederic eleftor palatine and the counts Alface 
of Lutzeljlein, who declared war againft him on, pretence of p 
his having feized their caftle of Einertzhaufen^ and plundered 
their fubjedVs. They firfl of all wrote him a letter, contain- 
ing a detail of their grievances, and then committed hoftili- counts 
ties on his lands and oJfficers. Frederic^ incenfed at their pre- g/jLatzcl- 
fumption, levied a numerous army, and, inverting the caftle ftein, ^ho 
of Lutzelfteiriy carried on the fiege with fuch vigour, that lofe thtir 
notwithrtanding the brave defence made by count James^ all, 
who commanded the befieged, he was fain to make his efcape 
over the Palatine's intrenchments, and the garrifon furren- 
dered upon honourable conditions. As for tKe counts, they 
were ^obliged to go in quert of a livelihood in fome other 
country, where they died without irtlie, after having made 
fome fruitlefs efforts to relieve their caftle. 

The emperor con'cerned himfelf very little in thefe private 
quarrels, fo much was he engrofled in the affairs of religion : 'Thefcbifm 
however, his endeavours to terminate the fchifm were at laft 
crowned with fuccefs ; for about this tittle he prevailed with 
Felix to abdicate upon certain conditions, which were con- 
firmed by Nicholas V. who had fucceeded Eugenius (N). 

Frederic, who acknowleged Nicholas for lawful pope, minaud. 
had ordered the inhabitants of Bajtl to put an end to the 
council which was held in their city, and difmifs the fathers 
of it before the feaft of St, Martin, To this firft order, 
which was publirtied on Michaelmas^day ^ the citizens of Bafil • 
having paid ho regard, the emperor, towards the latter end 
of the fame year, fent to them a fecond imperial decree, and 

' Rxk, Sylv^ Hirt. Boh. c. 58, p. 100. 

(N) In the year 1447* pope certain articTcs agreed upon un- 
Vicholas^ after his eleftion, fent der the name of Concordata^ 
a legate into Germany^ to take which were afterwards confirm* 

.. cognizance of certain grievances cd and ratified by the pope, 
touching church benefices, of Thefe concordata, which are al- 
which the Germans loudly com- moll as famoifs as the articles of 
plained. Thefe grievances wcae the golden bolhfhall, for the in- 
accordingly difculTcd in prefence formation of the reader, be in- 
of the emperor and the ccclefi- ferted at the end of this hiilory. 
aftlcal and princes, and 

E e 3 afterwards 
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afrerw^ards a third, in which he threatened to put them tq 
*Thi great the ban of the empire for difobedience. In confequence of 
4ifpute be- xhtk. menaces, the fathers were obliged to transfer their 
t^cen the council tq Laufanne^ where they earnellly exerted their en- 
coundl and deavours to terminate the fehifm ; and this “grand affair was 
the p^pe afterwards concluded, on condition thnt Felix fliould rc; 
detenmn- j^ounce the papacy in f^vpur Nichold;^ who flpuld confirm 
^ * the decrees of the fynod of 

Jnvar he- Trederic, belldcs his endeavours to re-e(labli(h the peace 
t<weeft the of the church, employed his good offices, though in vain, 
marquis of terminate a contcll, which had lafted fbme years, between 
Eranden- Nuremherir and Albei t inarquis of Bxanienburgy 

burg [^nd difiinguiffied by the appellation of The German 

(O). The city pretended to be free, and iudepend- 
bfirjz/ " fovereignty than that of the emperor and* 

empire ; while the marquiffes of Brandrnlntrg^ being likewife 
burgraves of Nuremberg, affirmed, that not only the city, 
but all the country adjacent belonging to the city, depended 
upon and held of their burgraviaie. TJiis difpute was gra- 
dually inflamed to an open war. Albert, by the affiftance of 
feventeen princes of the empire, who were his friends or riila- 
tious, had raifed a ffrong army, with which he attacked the 
city; and the magiff rates and burghers of Nuremberg, being 
well provided with ammunition, provifion, and mpn, wlficfi 
they received from fevcral imperial cities, fuflalued the fiegq 
with great bravery and refolution. In a word, the Witr be- 

;* Vandirt. in Hill. Sai>aud, Platin. in Nich. V* 


(O) The foundStion of /f/- 
hert^ claim was this : Fredqric 
IV. his father, had appropriated 
‘tp himfelf the title of burgrave 
of Nuref/iLer DOt that he had 
any right of ibvcreignty over the 
city, but only becaufc he had 
acquired a fort of right of pro- 
tection, from having frequently 
airuied it againit his 'neighbours. 
1 he emperor, Fe*wis of Bava- 
ria, had, in the year 1315, 
mortgaged Nuremberg to Adpi- 
fhus of Auflrid, who did not en- 
jjoy it above twenty years ; for 
the people, having Ihook off his 
yoke, entered into an aflbdation 

^1} Rmarq, ji.r Heifs, /, iii, e, 2. 


with the S*wi/s cantons for th^ 
ihutual defence of their liber- 
ties, and engaged in their confe- 
deracy the cities of Confance^ 
Bajii, and Strajiurgt which dill 
wcained their freedom (i). 

This Albert was diifinguilh^ 
by the names of the German 
Aehili i and the Fox of Germany', 
Ife was a prince of great per- 
Tonal prowefs, and aimnnded 
with all the llratagems of war ; 
was remarkable for his vivacity 
eloquence, ahd craft, as Well as 
for the intmmerable fears with 
which his whole body was co- 
vered (2). 

(2) CampavF^to Jl, /, »i. 
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iog maintained on both fides in ravaging and ruining the Ik- 
tle towns, boroughs, and villages, in the neighbourhood, 
together with the whole adjacent country, both iides were 
conftrained, by the dearth of provifions, to liften to propo- 
fils of peace, which was accordingly concluded 
In the courfe of this year Chri/lopher of Bavaria, king of Cbriftian . 
Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, dyings was fucceeded by iL/featdi 
Chrijiian IL fon of Theodoric count of Oldemhourg, from Chrifto- 
whom the prefent king of Denmark is defeended; but thi^ 

Swedes, ^ivi^ tired of u foreign domination, elevated Canut- 
fon their grand mar/hal to the throne of that kingdom ; and But Ca- 
at the fame time he had addrefs enough to acquire the fove- nutfon it 
reignty of Norway by the unanimous deftion of the ftates of 
that antient monarchy, to which he repaired ; and, after his 
coronation at Drontheim, conferred the chajge of the admi- 
uifti'ation upon two principal noblemen of the country 'f. 

Hungary being again threatened hyAnurath, Humiades D 
made preparations for giving him a warm reception, and, 1^*48.' 
hurried on by the impetuofity of his courage, palled the 
Danube, and advanced to the frontiers of Bulgaria, in order 
to ftop the foltan in the midft of his career. Though his Hunni- 
troops were greatly inferior in number to the Turks, he at- h de* 
tacked them with undaunted valour ; but, after having 
tained the battle three days, was at length overpowered, and 
intircly defeated. The greateft part of the nobility, roge- 
ther with the pope’s legate, were left dead upon the fpot ; 
and Hunniades himfelf, after having fullained incredible hard- 
jfhips in making his efcape, fell into the hands of George, 
de/pot of Rafcia, who would not rcieafe him until he bad 
given one of his fons as hoftage 

One would imagine the inhabitants of iadijlaus had been 
in a peculiar manner deftined to unceafmg calamities. The 
Catholics of Bohemia, being opprefled by Podiebrad and his klei iy Bo- 
Calixtins, had recourfe to arms, and the war revived with all 
its former vivacity, though it; was in a little time fufpended 
by a truce ; during which the Aates alTembled at CzaJJaw, 
in order to concert meafures for appeafing the troubles ; and 
the party of Podiebrad propofed, that tl^y (hould eieft a 
fovereign from among the natives, without expofing them- 
felves to further repulfes from the emperor : but the majo- 
rity were of opinion, that they Ihould fend another embaffy 
to redeem Ladifiaus ; and Podrebrad aflenting to this propo- 
fal, it was forthwith put in execution. • 


* .Krantz Sax. 1 . ii. c, 32. 
» Fuccsr. I. ^ 
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Fkederic, however, ftill excufed himfelf, on account of 
The impe- the minority of his pupil ; but being alarmed at the defign 
ror fends of the Hiijfites^ he fent his fecretary Mncas Sylvius to rcmon- 
^neas lirate to the Bohemian diet upon the injuftice and ingratitude 
Sylvius to they ftiould be guilty of in chufiug another king to the pre- 
the fates j^dicc of LadiJlaiiSy \v||iofe anceftors had laid their country 
k under fuch obligations. In a word, this minifter, by his 

ingdomy j^hility, eloquence, and infinuating addrefs, difpofed the Bo- 
Podi- to acquieice in the conduct of the emperor, who. 
ebrad to to fend Ladijlaus to Prague^ as foon as he ftiould 

his inte- capable of performing the kingly funftion ; and at the 
refi. fame time he gained over Podiebrad to the intereft of Frede- 
A. D. ricy who afterwards acknowleged his fervices, by creating his 
1450. two fons princes of Munjlerberg 

The peace of Bohemia being thus rcftored, and the im- 
portant aifpute touching the council, in which all Chrilien-r 
The affairs Aom had been interefted, happily compromifcd, Frederic be- 
oflX 3 X)i gan to direft bis attention to the affairs of Italy, Upon the 
death of Philip Maria, the laft of the family pf Caleazo, who 
had no legitimate male iftbe, feveral pretenders to the fuc- 
ceflion ftarted up, though the duchy, as a fief, of right 
nuhere the devolved to the empire. Neverthelefs, Jlphonfo king of Na- 
territories pies demanded it, on pretence, that the laft duke had declared 
of the him his heir. On the other hand, Charles duke of Orleans,^ 

empire are of Valentina, who was daughter of John Galcazo, the 
difmem- fj^ft Juke of Milan, claimed that duchy, by virtue of his 
btrid, mother’s contraft of marriage ; in which it was exprefly 

ftipulated, that her children ftiould fucceed to the duchy of 
Milan, in cafe her brother*^ ftiould die without heirs male ; 
and this claufe was confirmed by the pope’s approbation. 
The third competitor was Francis Sforza, one of the great- 
eft warriors of his time, who having married Blanche Maria, 
natural daughter of Philip Maria Galeazo, by whom he was 
alfo adopted, afplred ro the pofTeffion of his fortune, and re- 
folved to fupport his pretenfions by force of arms. The 
city of Milan was of courfe divided into faftions, who ef; 
poufed the caufe of this or that pretender ; but the people, 
defirous of profiting by this occafion, chofe twelve perfons, 
into whofc hands they put the adminiftration of the ftate, 
and offered a certain annual fum to the emperor, provided 
he would allow the city to be erefted into a republic. Mean 
while the focceffion of duke Philip became a prey to all wha 
had kidinatlon and force to feize it. Placentia, Cremona, 
and Lodi, fell into the hands of the Venetians ; the duke of 


Ssivcy 
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Sdvoy made himfelf mafter of Valentia and Con flans ; other . 
territories were ufurped by other powers ; and Francis Sforza 
attached himfelf to the city of Milan, the fitge of which he 
undertook in form. The inhabitants, feeing tliemfelves thus 
invefted, .had recourfe to Frederic, who fent two of his mi- 
nifters to aflift them with their advice. The befieged offered 
to put themfelves wholly under his power, ‘provided he would 
raife the fiege; but after having in vain waited for {\xccom The city ef' 
two whole months, and endured the utmofl extremity of Milan /«- 
want, they were fain to capitulate, and open their gates to 
the conqueror *>. Sforza. 

Next year Frederic refolved upon a journey to Italy, in 
order to be crowned at Rome, with Eleanora, fiHer of the 
king of Portugal, to whom he w^as contrafted in marriage, 
and whom he had promifed to meet at Sienna, Mean while The duke 
he difpatched Mneas Sylvius, with an intimation of his de- Rf Milan 
fign, to the pope, wlio at firft feemed very well difpofed for ^^^eavours 
his reception ; but was afterwards fo terrified By the infinu- ^ 

a’ ions of the duke of Alilan and other Italian noblemen, 
reprefented as an ambitious prince, who wanted 

invade the ecclefiaftical dominions, that he fent his mid the 

to diffuade the emperor from his journey, as an expedition 
impracticable in the winter. Ptxxl Mneas Sylvius, who tarried 
Sienna, being informed of his apprehenfions, found means 
to difpel them fo effectually, that Nicholas no longer dreaded 
* the views of the emperor, whom he now invited to Rome. 
with great cordiality ; for, at bottom, he was ambitious of 
having the honour to confer the imperial crown c, 

Frederic's departure, however, was retarded by a revolt .Frederick 
in Vienna, excited by a Bavarian gentleman,* called EiJinger^dj-parture 
who had quarrelled with the emperor about the purchufe oP*' retarded 
a eaftle belonging to the duke of Aujlria^ He alleged, that 
Frederic had defrauded him of his purchafe, and, in order 
to be revenged, inftigafed the Aujirian noblemen to affemble ’ ' 

at Meilperg, and demand that flic emperor would fend Ladif- 
laits among them, oiherwife they would renounce his autho- 
rity, and expel the governor, whom he had eftablilhed. The 
malecontents afterwards entering Vienna, raifed an infurrcc- 
tion among the people, and, finally, being joined by the 
counts of Celley, ravaged all the towns, villages, and lands, 
belonging to the friends arid adherents of Frederic, who, 
having tried to appeafe thefe diforders by renjonftrances, iu- 
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vefted the* duke of Atijiria with full power and authority to 
. levy troops for oppofiug the progrefs of the rebellion ; and, 
in the mean time, he himfelf departed for Italy, accopipanie^d 
by young Ladifiaus, and great part of the Dohetfiian and Hun^- 
garian nobility ‘b The princefs Eleonora at the fame time 
embarked at Lillon ; and arriving at Pifi, was conduced to 
Sienna, whore Hie Ifouiid die emperor waiting to receive 
lier Freleric was met, juil: as he had crofTed the Alps, by 
the ambafTadors of Venice, who conduced him to their city, 
where he made his public entry with great magnificcucc (O) : 
from thence he repaired to Ferrara, where he found ambafla- .. 
dors from Francis Sforza duke of Milan, inviting him to re- 
turn by that city, where he fhould receive the iron crown ; . 
and here too he was waited upon by the “deputies of Florence 
and Bologna, who craved the honour of entertaining him at. 
thefe cities, which he accordingly vifi ted : from Florence he’ 
took the route of Sienna, where (as we have already obferv- 
cd) he was joined by the princefs Eleonora, attended by a 
fpiendid and numerous retinue ; and in this city he gave aix^, 
dience to the pope’s legates, who reprefented to him, that 
by nntient ciUlom, and eftablifhed right, the emperors al-, 
ways took an oath to the pope before they entered the terri- 
tories of St. Peter's patrimony ; and demanded, that, if he 
defigned to proceed, he fhould conform to the fame praftice. 
Frederic, in this particular, complied with the defire of his 
holinefs(r}. 

While 


^ Syl. vit. Fred. II. p. 
p. 5 z8. 

(O) When he was about to 
depart from that city, a curious 
cup' board of glafs was brought 
as a prefent from the inhabit-# 
ants, and placed upon a table in 
his apartment. It was fcarce 
fet down, when Jiis jefter, di- 
re6led by his nod, (book the ta- 
ble to fuch a degree, that the 
cup board fell off, and broke 
into a choufand pieces; upon 
which the emperor obferved, 
with a fmiie, that, if it had been 
of gold, it would not have 

(r) Di^brarv, 


136. * t. Vii, 


met with fuch ^ misfortune ; ^ 
hint, in confequence of which he 
was afterwards prefented with 
fome other curiofities of that 
precious metal (x). 

(P) •The oath, which the em- 
peror took, was coned ved in 
thefe terms : Sandlifiimo Do- 
mino noftro, domino Nicolao, 
Divina Providentia papae, Ego 
Fredericas, rex.Romanorum, 
promitto et juro, per Patrem» 
et Filium, et Spiritum Sanc- 
tum, et per lignum vivifiesa 

** cracis^ 
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WuiX-E he fpent a few days in this place, until the prip- 
pefs ftiowld be recovered from the fatigue of her voyage, 
which ^had been lotig and dangerous, he was follicited for re- 
cpmmendafipns to the court or Rofne by the chief pf an icm- 
tafly from the Aujirians^ who pretended they were f^t by 
the ftates tp recj^iieft fortic favours of bis hplincfs ; but Frede- He inters 
r/V, fufpefting his finc^rity, ordered his papers and inftruc- \fpti an 
tions to be feized, and found that this deputation was from - 

Eifmgerj and the malecontpnts, iwho reprefeftted Frederic toA^^ 
the pope and cardinals as a tyi:ant, opprcflbr, and ufurper of 
the dominions belonging tp young JWj/7tfKX ; and gave . 

follege to underftand, that fpr thefe rpafons they bad with- ^ 

drawn themfelvps from his authority. Thefe remonftrances * 

. plight have operated at the court of Rom^ to thp prejudice of 
the emperor, had not he luckily made this difeovery ; in 
confequence of '^hich he anticipated the malipc of the Ah* 

cracisj et per has rejiquias I Frederic, Vlog of the Romans, 

** fandlormii, quqd fi, permitten- ** promife and fweap, by the Fa- 
tc Domino, Romam venero, ** ther, Son, and Holy Ghoft, by 
** fan^am Rpmanam ecclepam, the wood of the vivifying 

* et fan^itatem fuam re&orem ** crofs, and of thefe relics of 

* ipfius e^altabo, fecundum ** faints, that if, by the permif- 
< xneum poiTe. £t neque vitam, fion of the lord, I fhall comp 

nequ^ mem brum, neque hono- ** to Rome, I will exalt the holy 

* rera, quem habet, mea vpl un- f‘ Roman church, and his holi;# 
tate, meo confilio, mco con- nefs, who prefidcs over it, to 
fenfu, aut mea exhortatione, ** the beft of my power. Nci- 
perdei : et in I^ema nuUum ** ther fliall he lofe life, limb, nor 

** placitum aut ordinaiionem fa- honour, by my will, council, 
ciam, dc omnibus quae ad fane- “ content, or exhortation. Nor 
titatem fuam, ^ut ad Roma- “ wilj I, in the city of Rome, 

“ nos pertitierit, fine veflro con- “ make any law or decree, touch<^ 

** filio. £c quicquid de .terra ing thofe things that belong 
San^li Petri ad noilram potef- ‘‘to hb holinefs or the Romans^ 
tatem pervenerit, fuae fanfli- ^ without your advice. What* 

“ tati reddam. Et cuiciyique ever part of St, Peter\ patri* 

“ Italicum regnum commiferd, “ mony ihall fall into our hands, 

V jurare faciam ilium, ut adjuf- “ we will rellooc to his holinefs : 

“ tor fusp fan^litatis lit ad defen- “ and he, fo whom we fhall 

V dendam teriim S. Petri fecun- ** commit the adminiftration of 
“ dum fuum poffe ; Ijc me Beus ** our kingdom of Ifafy, fhall 

adjuvet, cc hast fanda Dei *fwcar to affift hb holinefs Ift 
•• Evangelia(i).*’ • defending St, Betorh territory 

Thus cnglilhed ; " To our ‘ to the beft of his power So 
“ moft holy lord, Nicholas, by ‘ help me God, and his Holy 
“ the Divine Providence, pope, ‘ Eyangelifts.** 


(i) Fi/ggir, lib, V. r. 7. a. 4. 
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ftrUns, and found means to juftify himfelf to the pope in 
fuch a manner, that his holinefs entered into his refentment, 
and^promifed to excommunicate the rebels as foon as Frederic 
ftiould be in a condition to chaftife them with the temporal 
fword. 

The emperor was received at Viterbo with great fplendour, 
according to the diteftions of Nicholas. Neverthelefs a great 
tumult happened when he approached the palace at which 
alight. Some young people, who had taken pof- 
^tumultin elevated place, drew towards them, with iron 

Viterbo” the cloth of gold that adorned the canopy tinder 

which the emperor rode ; and a difpute arifing among them* 
fclves, it was torn to pieces. This example encouraged 
others to praftife the fame licence. The pope's foldiers ad- 
vancing, endeavoured to pull the emperor from his horfe, 
which they imagined would become the property of that 
perfon who fliould have addrdfs enough to feizc him ; and 
others, ftill ihore prefumptuous, attempted to fnatch olF his, 
hat, which they faw adorned with a jewel of great value.. 
In the midft of this tumult, Frederic turning towards the le-. 
gates, “ 1 find, faid be, we muft make ufe of our hands,. 

and tliink of repelling force by force." With thefe words 
he fnatched a ftaff from one of his domeftics, and, difengag- 
itig himfelf from thofe who attacked him, wheeled about, 
put fpurs to his horfe, and charged them with great fury,' 
Overturning all that flood in his way. The legates followed 
the example of the emperor, and, arming themfelves with 
the fame kind of weapons,^ employed them to the fame piir- 
pofe. The gentlemen of Frederic's retinue drew their fwords, 
and ruflied among the crpwd, and this fort of battle lafled 
upwards of an hour ; when the populace, being no longer 
able to refift the blows and wounds which were dealt among 
them, betook themfelves to flight. The governor of ihe 
patrimony, who was the pope’s own nephew, committed fe- 
veral of thofe feditious peofile to prifon ; but Frederic^ who 
was more apt to forgive than to revenge an infult, interpofed 
in their behalf, and obtained their rereafe *. 

Jr rive 5 at From Viterbo,^ Frederic r,epaired to Rome^ accompanied 
Rome ; by the emprefs and the young king of Bohemia and Hungary y 
who was fVill under his tuition. He was no fooner in the 
fight of that capital, than the whole college of cardinals 
wept out to igieet him ; and -as it was cuftornany for the em- 
peror, who went thither to be crowned, to flay fome time 
befoic the town, Frederic oraered tents to be pitched before 

^ Heiss, 1. iii. c. a. 
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the walls, where he parted that night. Next day he made a Is crowned 
public entry, and was crowned king of Lombardy^ notwith- 
ftanding the retnonftrances of the deputies of who Lonibar- 

protefted againft this coronation, which was performed, at » 
the requeft of the emperor, on account of the plague at 
Milan, as well as of the umbrage which that city had given 
to Frederic, in embracing the yoke of a granger, to the pre- 
judice of the empire, to which it properly belonged. 

The cardinals, being coiifultdd upon this fubjefl, were 
of opinion, that the pope, by virtue of the plenitude of his 
power, could confer the crown of Lombardy ; and that the 
emperor’s requeft ought not to be refufed ; though they 
inftituted a new oath, which he took upon the occafioh. Three 
days after this ceremony, he was married to Eleonora, and married 
with her received the imperial crown ; then he and the and crown- 
ratified the Concordata of the German nation, touching the emperor 
collation of prelacies and other benefices, which had been 
feme years before agreed to by cardinal Carv^jal, his legate • 
in Germany. A few days after his marriage he and the em- ratifies the 
prefs fet out for Naples, on a vifit to king Alphonfo, who was Concorda- 
her uncle. There being treated with incredible magnificence, ta^ 
during Holy Week and Eafier, he returned to Rome ^ where, in ftjg 
two orations fpoken publickly by his fecretary, he returned king of 
thanks to the pope and cardinals for the great favours he had Naples ; * 
received, and exhorted them to promote the general pajja- A. i>. 
glum, or military expedition, in favour of the Creeks againft > 45 ^' 
tile Mahometans 8 (QJ* 

Having tranfafted his affairs at Rome, he departed from 
that city on his return to Germhny, and in his pafliige tbixi’ 

Ferrara was waited upon by Borji marquis, of EJie, a prince 
of extraordinary merit, whom he created duke of Modena 
and Reggio. There alfo he knighted Caleazo, fon of Francis 
duke of Milan, a youth of moft engaging behaviour and * 
great expeftation \ Being afterwards royally received :it departs 
Venice, he quitted Italy, leaving behind him a very contemp-/ro«-/ 
tlble charafter, both jn point of underftanding and libera- Rome ; 
lity ; nor was he altogether pleafed with the fuccefs of his 

• 

t Comment. Pii 11 . 1 , i. Ext, apudiEne. cp. 399. * Nau- 
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( QJ He was again invited by he declined the invitation on pre- 
Sforeui to go and receive the iron tcnce of the plague, which then 
crown at Milan ; but, as he raged ijk that city { i). 
been offended bjrthat nobleman, 

^ (X)* Ifmickrg. Gentr. 43, 

journey, 
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and returns lonvviQjy as having, had occafion to fee a great many territof- 
r» Germa ries of the empire ufurped by thole who had no other fight 
®y* to poffefs them, than that which was derived by force of 
arms. The duke of Milan had applied to him for the ifivef- 
titure of his duchy, which the emperor refufed to grant; 
unlefs he Would agfee to pay him a certain yearly fum, otr 
put him in pollefflotiof the city o{Corm or Parma* 

On his return to Jujlria he found himfelf invdlved id 
abundance of difficulties, , particularly la a dlfpute with the 
Hungarians^ who had often intreated him to ftnd hou^ii 
their king Ladiflaus^ wlaom he ftlll detained at his court, oti 
pretence of being guardian to that young prince. They bad 
Jikewife, by the moft fearrieft ana repeated inrfanccs, be- 
fought him to rcAore their crown and regalia^ which were 
in his cuftody ; but he found means, under various pre- 
tences, to poftpone his compliance with their demands. The 
JuJiridnSy being joined by a number of Bohemians^ and en- 
couraged by feveral princes of the empire, fent anothei* de- 
Di/ohltgcs putation to ejCpoftulate with him upon the fame fubjeft : b^f 
the Hun- he ftill lent a deaf ear to their requeff, and amufed theul 
garians, frcfti evafions, till at length,* tired with his exciifes, 

nvho force provoked by his delays, they hald recourfe to arms, took 

aTcmmo under the conduft of Eifinger^ furprized and bc- 

dation him at Neufiadt^ and compelled him to fign an accoip- 

luodation 5 in which it was concluded, that Ladijlaus^ being 
yet of too tender- an age to take upon him the adminiftration 
of his kingdom, he fliould be put under the tuition of 
Ulrich count Celjey^ his uncle by the mother’s fide, and that 
the difpute, touching the wardfltip. of the emperor, fhoujd 
be difeufied and determined at Vfenna 

Count Celly% ambition increased with the power which 
he derived from beihg governor of Ladijlnus* He attempted 
to make himfelf abfolute mafter in Ai/lria : he fecured the 
principal fortrefles, by giving the command of them to his 
creatures ; and gradually removed Ei/inger and the Auftriati 
nobility from all offices of irfiportstnce, which he bellowed 
upon his own friends and favourites, « 

Ladiflaos These proceedings gave great umbrage to the people j 
i$ crowned Eijinger, profiting by their difeontent, fpufed their re- 
at Prague. to fuch a degree, that the count was obliged to re- 
tire to his own country, after having delivered up the perfort 
of LadiJlauSf who confented to take the oath impofed upon 
him by the Bf^hemans^ and repaired to Praguffj where he 
was crowned with great fofemnity K 

t Murf Boem. c. 60, 61, & Earop. c zt, & ep. 40^. Na'u- 
QLfiK. Gener. 49. ^ Cqcul. p. ^9 a. ^ 
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Duri^ic? th^fe cmitefts, Mahomet II. faccccJing his father Con ftawti- 
Amuretih IF. and being equally ambitious ot extending his 
conqueft, fubdued the reft of Greece^ took the city of Con- 
ftmtinople hy alTaiTlt, in which the emperor Confltmiine^Palco- 
logui was llain with all his foltowcrs. By this expedition 
the Romhn empire in the eaft was utterly annihilated, under 
a prince of the fame name with him to whom it owed its 
beginning ; ind the Turks at that time feJmed bent upon ad- 
ding the weftern empire to their conqueft. 'i’his progrefs of 
'the Mahometans alarmed the princes of Chriftendom, and 
induced them to unite, in order to check the career of the 
common enemy. A diet was convoked at Rntifron on this 
fubjeft, and the members unanimoufly agreed, that there was 
a ncccffity for taking fome fpeedy methods to ftop the pro- 
. g^refs of the infidels ; but what thefe methods fhould be, was 
a confideration referred to another aflembly at Frankfort ^ 
where, though there Wtis a great coheourfe of princes, and j ^ 
a vaft appearance of zeal, very little was done for the com- 
mon caufe. It was agreed, indeed, that tlfe Hungarians 
ftiould be reinforced with ten thoufand horfe and two-and- 
thirty thoufand infantry ; and that the eleffors and princes 
Ihould Repair to Neufiadt^ to concert meafures with the em- 
peror for raifing thefe troops. Pope Nicholas dying in 
the interim, was fucceeded by Cahxius III. who fent legates 
to all the princes in Chriftendom, exhorting them to engage 
• in acrufade; and all of them exprefled abundance of zeal 
for the interefts of Chriftianity : but, how promifing foever 
appearances might be, they produced very little to the 
advantage of the common caufe. • The popchimiclF, indeed, 
by dint of' prefents and follicitations, excited the fophi of 
Perjia to make a diverfion on his fide, whiTe the Chriftians 
fiiould attack them on the other. The Get mans, by the 
exhortations and remonftrances of cardinal Carvajal, legate • 
of the holy fee in that country, were prevailed upoii to 
raife troops and fend them to Hunniadcs, who alone iuftained 
the efforts of the Mahometans in Hungary* Reinforced by Himnl- 
thefe fuccours he maithed direftly to Belgrade, which was adcs, 
inicfted by Mahomet, and, after a very obftinate engage- ing rein- 
ment, compelled him to raife the fiege, and* retreat with the forced, 
lofs of 40,000 killed upon the fpot f But Hunniades dying a compels him 
few days after of a fever, occafioned by the fatigue he had 
undergone m the battle, the Chriftians were fo difconceried/'^^ 
by the lofs of their general, that, in minding^ their own par- 

t 
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mnd rf- ticular affiilrs, they utterly abandoned the common caufe. In- 
treats deed all the fchemes, which had for two years been ptojeAed 
ytiibgreat for the fupport of this holy war, proved abortive, Jthro' the 

interruptions occafioned by particular quarrels in Germany ^ 
A. D. - . 
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as well as by the floth and timidity of the emperor himfelf; 
for Frederic i notwithftandjng the prelfing in/lances of the 
pope, the zeal and induftry of the legate Carvaja/^ who hod 
effefted the convocation of two diets to deliberate upon mca- 
lures for the fupport of this war* preaching up the crufadd 
!Frederic’i with great energy and eloquence ; I fay*, notwithftandliig 
lackfward^ thefe incitements, the emperor would never heartily embark 
tte/s. in the undertaking* He even declined an interview with Phi- 
lip duke of Burgundy t who had come into Germany on pur- 
pofe to confer with him and the princes on that fubjedt ; be- 
ing, in all probability, averfe to a war, which Would infalli- 
bly expofe him to danger and ex pence. 

4 mi fun- Besides, a mifunderltinding happened between pope €a- 

derftand- lixtits III. and the princes of the empire. Frederic had fent 
ing he- an ambaflTador to congratulate the new pope upon his eleva- 
tween Ca-tion, and to afTure him of his implicit obedience. This ftep 
lixtus III. he had taken contrary to the inclination of fome eleftors* 
and the ^yho ufed their utmoft endeavours to perfuade him, that it 
princes of bridle the power of the popes, who could not 

^^^^^'^^'reafonably expeft to be obeyed, until they Ihould have grant- 
ed better conditions ; for the Germans were much more op- 
prefled by them than either the Italians or French, The 
eleftors of the Rhine alfo aflembled and drew up a fchedule 
■ of the grievances, which the nation fuftained from the ty- 
ranny of the court of Rome. This remonftrance, among 
Articles of other things, imported, that the pope did not obferve the 
thnr com- decrees of the councils of Conjiance and Bafil : that he did 
pMint, himfelf obliged by the Concordat a made with pope 

^ Nicholas V. his predeceffor : that he defpifed the German na- 
tion, and feemed bent upon exhaufting it intircly : that the 
eleftions of prelates were generally rejefted j that the bene- 
fices and dignities of any confideratton were referved for car- 
dinals and prothonotaries : that livings, for the moft part^ 
were promifed before they became vacant : that the annates 
, were not only* exafted with extreme rigour, but more was 
extorted on that account than was really due : that the go- 
vernment of churches was not conferred according to merit, 
but always upon thofe who paid the higheft price ; that new 
indulgendei were granted every day, by which the empire 
was drained of its money : that, under the pretext of a war 
againft the TurkSj the ecclefiaftic tythes were feized, without 
the privity or' confent of the biihops : that caufes which 

ought 
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ought to be tried in Cetmany^ were continually appealed to 
the tribunal of the pope ; and a thoufand methods invented 
to attraft all the money of the' empire to "Rome, The empe-» 
ror himfelf was difpofed to join the eleftors in this remon* 
ftrance, but he was hindered by the influence which his mi- . 
nifters had over him ; and the pope anfwered this accufation 
article by article in feveral epiftles contained in the colleftion 
of JEneas Sylvius^ who indeed wrote them for the jullifica- A. D. 
tk>n of his holinefk ®. H57* 

As it was abfolntely neceflary, for checking the progrefs fbe pope 
of the TurkSi that the Cbriftian princes ftiould aft with con- ufet his em 
cord and unanimity, the pope, underftanding that the old deamurs 
grudge between the emperor and Ladijlaus^ originally owing 
^ to Frederic'^ having detained him longer than he defired un- 
deh his tuition, had now broke out into open war, he not 
only wrote letters to both, exhorting them to peace and re- 
conciliation, but alfo fent his apoftolic legate, John cardinal 
of St. Jngeh, to ufe his endeavours for an accommodation, ^„^Ladif- 
which Lewis duke of Bavaria undertook to efFeft as medi- faus, ^v^ho 
ator between them « ; but, before this peace could be efla- dies before 
bliftied, Ladiftaus being at Prague^ in order to celebrate his the condu- 
• nuptials with Magdalen^ daughter of the king of France, he fion of the 
was fuddenly taken ill, and died, not without fufpicion of treaty. 
poifon, which the Catholics fix upon Rockizane, who had 
^declared himfelf proteftor of the HuJJites, to whom he Knew 
*the king was averfc ; while others charge it to Podiebrad, 
who was fuppofed to afpire to the fovereignty. Upon the 
death of this young prince feveral* competitors arofe for the 
fucceflion of the crown of Hungary and Bohemia o. 

The emperor pretended to difpofe of the crown of Bohe- 
tnia^ becaufe Ladijlaus had neglefted to do homage to the 
empire, and intended to beftow it either upon himfelf or 
upon fome other prince of his houfe. Cafmir, brother-in- 
law of Ladijlaus, claimed it in right of his wife ; William 
duke of Saxony demanded the preference of this prince, be- 
taufe he had married the eldeft filler of the lall king 5 while 
jiSsert and Sigifmund, dukes of Auftria, founded their title 
upon a paHum familia between the two houfes, touching a 
reciprocal fucceflion, in cafe of failure of male ifliie ; but Podiebrad 
Podiebrad, by means of Rockizane, had the good fortune to Proclaim^ 
foil all his competitors, and was aftually proclaimed king of ed king of 
9shmui, almoft without oppoCtion P. Bohemia. 

^ A • D. 
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Matthias Hungaky likewife was claimed by fundry pretenders; but 
eleSed khg the remembrance of the great ferviccs done to that* king* 
^Hunga- Kimniades united all the fiiffrages in favour of l5s 

fon Matthias^ who was then a prifoner in Bohemia^ whither 
he had been removed by Ladi/laus, in confequenc^ of the 
‘ murder of the count de Cellcy, for which the elder brothers 
of Matthias had b(Sen beheaded at Hilda. 

PODiEBRAD, nnderftanding that this young prince was 
defied king of Hungary^ promifed to fet him at liberty, 
provided he would marry his daughter ; and this condition 
was fulfilled with the confent of the Hungarian ftates. 
other As for the dominions of Auftria that belonged to Ladif- 
competitors iaiis, the fucceffioii involved the emperor ' in a war with two 
di/pute the princes j from which he reaped nothing but damage and dif- 
duchy of grace. Thefe were his own brother Albert IV. furnamed 
Auftria Prodigal^ and Sigifmund count of Tyroly his coufin-ger* 

•with Fre- who, as well as himfclf, w^-e defeended from Albert 
the Sage. Frederic, as eldcft, claimed the poflcflion of An- 
firia ; Albert, his brother, alleged that he already was in 
pofTeriion of too many provinces that he had already too 
much availed himfelf of his birth-right in fharing the fuc- 
ceffion of his father ; and that, in the cafe of this duchy. 
It was but rcafonable he Ihould have fome regard to the 
lights of his brother and coufin. On the other hand, the 
Hates of Atijlria would not yield obedience to either of thefe 
competitors ; fo that all three concurred in defolatlng the 
An agree- country <3. After thefe ravages had continued for fome time, 
made the affair was accomodated by the mediation of Levels count 
by theme- palatine. Ey this agreement the emperor acquired the pof- 
diiitian oj ieiuon ol Lo'iver Aiijiria as far as the river Bins ; the coun- 
Levvis ^ other fide of that river was given to Albert ; Up* 

per Carinfhia, In the neighbourhood of Tyrol, became the 
portiou of Sigifmund ; and it was agreed, that each of thefe 
princes fliould have a feparate palace in the caftle Of Fi* 
enna ^ * 

Pope Pins Thjs difpute f urnidied Fm/tr/c ,yviih an excufe for ab- 
11. con fenting himfelf from the aflcmbly at convoked by 

^nkesan JFneas Sylviusi who had by this time lucceeded to the pa* 
pacy by the name of Pius 11. To this congrefs tlie new 
Mantua, pope invited all the princes of Chriilendum, that they might 
form a league aguinff the Turks : but fo many countries, 
and Germany in particular, weie embarraffed with inteHine 
broils, that tue fuccefs of this a/fenibly did not anfwer tlie 
/cal and cxnc<^tation ot* his huliucls. I'hc northern parts 

^ yl'NE. Furop, c. ^ 1. iff c. 2 . 
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of the empire were embroiled by Chrijiian king of Denmark, 
who feized upon the duchies of Holflein and Sltf-mic, upon the 
death of duke Alphonfus^ and did homage for both to the 



emperor. 

PoDiEB.RAD was not yet firmly eftablifhed upon the A Jlorm 
throne of Bohmia, which he had mounted in dire 61 :.oppofi* 
tion to Frederic and the pope : Matthias did not think him- 
felf fecure of the kingdom of Hungary^ becaufe he had not 
yet received the crown, which the emperor detained without ^ 
any ftiadow of pretence ; and this defeat in Matthias had 
great weight with his fuperfiitious fubjefts. The kings of 
France and England abfolutely refufed to engage in this cru- 
fade ; Sigifmund of Aujhia had incurred the fentcnce of ex- 
communication from the pope for having outraged and im- 
'prifoned cardinal Cufa ; the dukes of Bavaria, the eleflor of 
Me?itz, the count palatine of the Rhine, and almofi all the 
princes of Germany, were fo muchdifgnficd at the indolence, 
pufilanimity, and fordid difpofition of Frcdcria, that they 
held private confultations, in order to deliberate on the 
means for fetiing him afide, and elcfling a new king of the 
Romans^ 


^ He found means, howevir, to appeafe Matthias with fair 
promifes, and to attach Podiehrad to his intereft, by renounc- 
ing his pretenfions to the crown of Bohemia, and undertak- 
ing to fupport the new king with all his influence ; and he 
\Vas fcrecned from the refentment of the other princes by 
the interpofition and good offices of Albert marquis of 
denbtirg ®. 

Besides thofe diffentions, whi(!h in a great meafure pre- 
vented the fuccefs of the aflembly at Mantua, «other difputes 
intervened to harrafs and diftra^l the empire. Lewis duke Lewis 4^?^# 
of Bavaria^LandJhut revived his pretenfions upon Donawert, e/'Bavaria- 
which the emperor Sigifmund had declared a free imperial Lanflfhut 
town, and aftually inverted the place Vlth an army of 20,000 his 
men, which he was enabled to raife by a treaty he had made 
with Frederic eleftor palatine, Otho and John counts palatine 
of the Rhine, Ulric of mrtemberg, and feveral other noble- 
men of the empire. # • f .* 

Feeder i c complained of thefe proceedings to the diet held ^ 
at Nurendfcrg ; and the Bavarian refufing to withdraw his 
troops, war was declared, and a rtrong body of forces fent 
againft him under the command of Albert the German Achilles, 
l¥ho foon retook the city of Donawert, whictf. had furren- , 

t 
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dated to Lewis ; aii condufted himfelf with fuch intrepi- 
dity and difcretion, that the emperor created him judge 
through all Germany^ with a delegated power to fuihmon al! 
perfons guilty of ftate crimes before his tribunal. 

Lewis duke of Bavaria-Landjbut apjfcaled from this au- 
thority to the diet at Nuremberg^ and demanded a fight of 
the patent that efl&bliftied his office, which, being prefented 
to him for his perufal, he read, and tore it in pieces, even 
He U put in prefence of the emperor, who was fo much incenfed at 
t$ the ban prefumption, that he forthwith put him to the ban of the 
of the em- The ftates were ordered to furnifti the margrave of 

Brandenburg with troops to execute the fentence ; and the* 
the imperial towns of Suabia obeyed, thofe of Franconia re- 
« . fufed their contingent ; while the HuJJites of Bohemia^ part of 

Engages tn j all Bavaria^ declared for Lewis. Both armies 

hoftilities commenced, and notwithftanding 
bert «vi7r- efforts of Podiebrady who endeavoured to mediate a peace, 
guu of the war wa^ protrafted about three years with various fuc- 
Brandcn- cefs : Brandenburg and Lower Baimria were ravaged in their 
burg, turns ; Lewis was affifted by the count palatine of the Rhine, 
whom he the bifliops of Wirtzbourg and Bamberg, and Otho duke of 
defeats, Mojhach ; the^ eleftor of Brandfhburg numbered among his 
allies the count of fVirtemberg, the margrave of Baden, and 
thirty-two imperial towns of Suabia, At length the two ar- 
mies met between Ulm and Nodlingen, and a very obftinate 
and bloody battle ^nfued, in which The German Achilles, be- 
ing utterly defeated, was obliged to fue for peace. This was 
accordingly effefled by jthe mediation of Podiebrad, in a 
treaty concluded at Prague, importing, that the emperor 
fliould permit ' Levjis to enjoy the rights he claimed to the 
bifhopric of Archlet, the honorary of the Jews at Ratisbon,, 

< and the fiefs he demanded as of right belonging to the Ba- 
varian houfe in Atiftria *. 

This was not the only war that diftrefled the interior 
parts of the empire# Another flame broke out between Die- 
thric count d'Tfembourg, and Adolf bus of Najfau, who were 
competitors for the archbiflaopric of Mentz. The firft had 
been elefled by a majcMrity of the Canons ; but he was excom- 
municated by pope Pius IL becaiife he had not paid the an- 
nates ; and, by direftion of his hollnefs, recourfe was had to 
a new eleftion, which determined in favour of Adolphus. 
Then both parties appealed to the decifion of arms, and mu- 
tual ravages were committed for fome yczrs, Until Diethric^ 

^ l>vitfOMT« Corp, Dipl. t. i. p. 28S. 
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tired of the difpute, ceded his ri^ht to Jdal^huSf receired 
abfolution from the pope’s nuncio and fpent the remainder 
* of his life as a private gentleman; 

Before thefe differences were compromifed, Albert of 
Aujlriay ftill diSatisfied, and being fupported by Lewis 
Bavaria, took tip arms again againft the emperor, ftill on 
pretence that he had been injured in the (jlivilion of his fa- 
ther’s dominions ; though he now reinforced that pretext by 
alleging the Aujlrians complained that the emperor had in- 
croached upon their privileges. This quarrel was alfo made 
up for the prefen t by the interpofition of the king of Bohe^ 
miay who prevailed upon both parties to lay down their 
arms ; but the difpute was afterwards inflamed to a greater ^ 

degree of rancour, which broke out in a more cruel inteftine 
»war, Albert t appearing before Vienna at the head of his 
troops, was engaged by the emperor’s forces, who obliged ®^‘**'*®* 

, .him to retreat. The inhabitants of that city, though veiy 
little attached to the emperor, were divided into tjvo faftions ; 
the fenate, and wifer part of the burghers, feemed to efpoufe 
the intereft of Frederic, while the people, and the conful Hoi* 
zer at their head, inclined to Albert* In the midft of thefe A D. 
tranfaftions, the emperor pgsfented himfelf before Vienna at 1462. 
•the head of 4000 men, and was at fkft reftifed admittance, ^beemps* 
Some time after, however, the gates were opened; but not 
before he had pi'omifcd to overlook the affi'ont he received. 

He then took cognizance of their affairs, /changed the magif- 
trates according to the, inclination of the burghers, and 
^ftablifhed the tranquillity of the city, which, however, was 
foon interrupted by a tumult thatwofe among the 
In the neighbourhood oT the city were fome fojdicrs, part or 
whom, during the preceding wars, had been in the fervico 
of the emperor, and part of them in the army Albert* 

Thefe, joining .in a body, demanded the .arrears that were 
due to them ; and, as no fatisfaftion was given, they began 
to pillage the country. Comp^jlints of thefe ravages were 
carried to Frederic, who being either diftrefled for w^ant of 
money, or defirous of ftying the affl'ftion of the people, 
demanded of the city a lap of 6000 ducats, *to which, he 
faid, he would add the like fum, in order to maintain the 
troops ncceffary to quell the diftorbances of which they com- 
plained. The inhabitants of Vienna, refufiiig to comply with 
this requeft, or even 4:0 furniffi the half of that fum, to 
which he afterwards lowered his demand, he titreatened the 
city with his refentment, and would neither fatisfy the fol- 
dfcfs, nor take any ftep for putting an end to the violences 
which they daily committed. The diforders of confequence 
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incrcafed, and the mutineers, rendered more audacious by 
impunity, infulted the vintages, and would not fufFer them 
to carry their wine into the city ; while thofe inhabitants 
who were in AWerfs intereft, look this opportunity to raife 
an infurre(fl:ion againft the emperor* The populace accord? 
Irederic; afTcmbled in a tumultuous manner, renounced their* 

allegiance, and feezed all the money that was found in the 
public offices. Frederic, who with the emprefs, and his 
young fon Maximilian, refided in the caftle, thought he 
could appeafe the fedition by fending two of his officers to 
make reprefentations to the ringleaders, and exhort the reft 
to return quietly to their homes : but, inftead of liftening 
^ - to thefe remonft ranees, they imprifoned the two officers, and 

thicajl,e\ formed the fiegc of the caftle, after having condud- 

iifid relies- til, for two years, a treaty of alliance with Albert. In a, 
edhythe word, the emperor was fo harraffed, and reduced to ftich 
extremity, that he and all fils attendants muft have perifhed 
by famine, l;aJ not he been relieved by the inter pofition of 
George Podiebrad, king of Bohemia By his management a 
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fides fhould be releafed ; that Albert fhould reftore the for- 
treffes, towns, and territories, of which- he hvad pofTeffed 
himfelf : that he ftiould for eight years enjoy the government 
inefe^ual of Lower Aujiria in quality of vicar, and pay yearly to his 
^^reaty, brother the fum of 14,000 ducats Yet the articles of this 
agreement were obferved by neither fide. Albert could nof 
prevail upoi^ himfelf to part with his acquifitions, and Fre- 
deric not only ref ufed to beftow upon him the adminiftration 
of Lower Auftria, but even put him to the ban of the 
empire, and jgerfuaded the pope to faddle him with the fen- 
tence of excommunication. 

These violent proceedings induced them both to have 
recQurfc again to arms ; and their troops engaging near Neu- 
^hey have ^ battle enfued, in which a great deal of blood was 
esgatn re- fides. Sigifmimd of Aiijiria, Lewis of Bava- 

ria, the emprefs Eleonora, and the pope, ufed their utraoft: 
endeavours to promote a reconciliai?ion between the two bro- 
thers ; but alj their efforts proved ineffe(ftiial : Albert would 
not yield what was in his pollcilion, and Frederick infifted 
upon being maftei' of all Auftria, in confideration of a fum 
f he differ- of money, which he was willing pay. What could not be 
erne is ter- compromifed by human interceliion, was determined by the 
finatsdhy decrees of ffeaven. Albert was overtaken by a fudden deathj^ 
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which feme confidered as a puniftiment from above, on ac* tht demh 
count of his wicked life, and iindutiful behaviour; while ^/Albert, 
others aferibed it to poifon ; and a third let to an apoplexy, 
occafioned by his debauchery and incontinence • . The phy- 
ficians confirmed the fufpicion of poifon, by declaring they 
had obierVed marks of it when they infpefted the body, and 
fevcral perfoiis were apprehended in cojjfeqiience of their 
declaration ; but, as no proofs of their guilt appeared, they 
were in a little time fot at liberty. In the beginning of the 
following year, Sigifmund yielded to the emperor that por- 
tion of Aiiftria which he inherited from Ladijlaus ; fo that 
Frederic at length found himfelf in peaceable pofleKTion of 
that whole duchy ^ 

Hungarians^ as we have already obferved, Teeing the A- 
•♦difficulties in which the emperor was involved, inlfead of *464. 

chufing a king from the houfe of jfujiriay had elefted, in the 
. room of LadiJIaus^ Matthias CorvinuSy fon of the valiant 
Hunniades ; but the ceremony of his coronatior^was not per- 
formed at thaf time, becaufe the emperor ftill detained the 
crown which they had always ufed for that purpofe ; befides 
he had a^lually declared open war againft them, with defign 
to add that kingdom to his hereditary dominions *, but his 
• efforts were fo feeble, that they had no apprehenfion of his 
being able to accomplifli his aim by force of arms. At 
length, however, being heartily tired of the war, he con- 
•fented to reftore the crown, and concluded a treaty with 
MatthiaSy in which it was ftipulatcd, that a mutual adop- 
tion of father and fon fhould take place between thefe two 
princes ; and that, in cafe the kiag of Hungary fhould die ^ 
without legitimate children or nephews, the crown fliould curjiotts of 
devolve to Frederic and the heirs of. his body Turks, 

Pope Paul II. who had fucceeded to the pontificate on fits out far 
the death of Piusy underflanding that Mahomet II. was em- It^y. 
ployed in making great preparations againft Scanderbeg king 
of Albania, wrote to the ftates ^of Germany, demanding the A. D. 
32,000 men to fight againft the Turks, according to the pro- * 4 ^ 5 * 
mife their deputies hacf made in the affembly at Mantua ; jiffairs of 
and at the fame time he fqgt a legate to exhort Chrijbian king Denmark^, 
of Denmark to join the German troops in this expedition ; 
but the princes paid very little regard to his reprefentations, 
and his Danijh majefty was too much embarraffed at home 
to engage in a foreign war. Gerhard count of Oldembourg^ 
on pretence of demanding certain fums that ^re due to him 
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as fucccfTor to his brother Maurke^ took aibaiitage Of CM* 
JiiarC% .abfence in Sweden to invade Holjlem and Lower Frtez * , 
iandf from the inhabitants of which he e^iafied the oaths of. 
allegiance. The king of Denmark, being informed of this 
irruption, poftponed his operations in Sweden againft Charles 
Canvifon, who had afcended the throne of that kingdom, 
and began his march towards Hoijlein, to check the progrefs 
of his Mother Gerhard, Neverthelcfe, he was prevailed upon, 
by the mediation of his fenators, to pardon this prince, who 
made his fubmiilion to him at Segeherg, and the FtiezUmders 
took the oath of allegiance anew to Chryiian 

Mean while every thing tended to a rupture in Bohemia 
and Silejia, Podiebrad laid fuch religious reftraints upon the 
Catholics of Silejia, that the pope declared them exempted 
from all fubmilfion to that priucc, and put them under the. . 
proteftion of Matthias king of Hungary, At the inftigation 
of Rockizane he exerted the fame tyranny over his catholic 
fubjefts of Bohemia, forcing upon them the ritual of the 
' Calixtins, ani punilhing feverely thofe who-refufed to com- 
fhf pnpe municate of both fpecies. This fpiritual oppreffion drove 
txcommu them to fuch defpair, that they revoked againft their fove- 
n cates Po- reign, and were abfolved from their allegiance by the pope, 
dicbrad, fummoned Podiebrad to appear at Rome within a fpeci- 

and nb- empowered his legate to publifti a crufade againft 

him, and, finally, declared him convifted of perjury, facri- 
frim their ^^8^’ hcrcfy, deprived of his crown, and all his chil-, 
oTal- pofterity incapable of receiving any dignity what* ' 

lepance, fccvcr . 

- “ Though Rodol^kis did#.not fuccecd in his endeavours to 
excite the German princes againft Podiebrad, he was more 
lucky in anothcl* negotiation, which he undertook at the feme 
time ; namely, that of mediating a reconciliation between 
tween the the Poles and Teutonic knights, which, after a war of four- 
Poles and teen years, was confirmed by a treaty, importing, that all 
the Pornerania, and fome other provinces, ftiould revert to the 
/• and that the Teutonic order in Prujfia flhould be feu- 

datory to the king of Poland^ ^ ^ 

As for the emperor, he indulged his indolence and timi- 
dity to fuch a hegree of carclefTnefs and indifference for the 
affairs of the empire, that he never dreamed of interpoiing 
his good affices or authority in order to prevent the defola- 
tion and flavery (ff Ldege, which had revolted againft its 
bi£hop, Lewiserk Bourbon, on account of fome privileges he 
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waated to retrieve, and by this infurreftion intailed apon it- Philip 
felf a war with his uncle, Philip duke of Burgundy, He had duke ^ 
by this time united Luxemburg to his dominions by a folemn 
oontraf): with the duke and duchefs of Saxony ^ who quitted all 
their pretenfions to that duchy, in confideration of 50,600 
crowns ‘of gold ; and this purchafe was ratified by Lewis XT, ^ 
rf France^ who likewife pretended to, have fome right 
Luxemburg and its dependencies : but a war afterwards 
breaking out between the French king and Philips the inha- 
bitants of Liege folUcited the affiftance of that monarch, who 
fent them a fmall reinforcement ; and now they breathed no- 
thing but reproach and defiance. The citizens of Dinant in J - 
particular, trufting to the ftrength of their fortifications, 
flip no opportunity of mortifying the pride and reviling the 
j)erfon of Philip'^ fon, the count de Charolois, who had taken 
the field, and entered the territory of Liege, But they foon 
repented of their infolence ; for he invefted' the town, which 
he carried by alFault, and reduced to afhes, j^fter having put 
all the men to the fword, without mercy or diftinflion ; and 
thofe of Liege were fain to deprecate his wrat|| by the moft 
abject fubraiiTions, reinforced with 300 hoftages chofen by 
their bilhop. 

Nevertheless, upon the death, of Philip, they had re- 
courfe to arms again, confiding in the timerity and inexpe- 
rience of Charles his fuccefTor ; and arrefted the biftiop, who ^ 
found means, however, to efcape, and repaired to his patron 
at BruJJels, Duke Charles , mcenfed*at this outrage, levied r * 
an army, with which he entered the LiegoiSf and invefted St, 

Trou ; and the inhabitants of Liege marching out to the re- cej/gr, 
lief of the place, were intirely defeated. Jn confequence of A. D. 
this battle, St, Trou furrendered, and was difmantled : 300 1467. 

of the principal citizens of Liege came with the keys of their 
town to implore the clemency of the duke, who entered the * 
place fword in hand, ordered all th^ fortifications to be 
razed, the territory to be pill^ed, and the whole country to 
be loaded with taxes ® (S).* 

Nor did Frederic^ntertfi himfelf with more fpirit in the 
troubles of Bohemia, wjjich was now tbr^Cened with a civil 

« Hift. du Hainault, t. v. 1 . xiii. 

(S) About this period the ce- etf a feries of vi^orift againft 
lebrated Seanderbeg king of JL the Turks, which raifed his cha« 
lania died in the iixty-third ye|r radler to a level with the moft 
of his age, after having obuin- famous heroes of antiquity (i). 

Barr^, t, vii. €*9. 
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war, }ti confequence of the excomnranatioii thundered out by 
the pope 2i^?i\\\{iPodiebrad, The Catholics, thinking themfelves 
abfolved by this fenterice from their allegiance, fcnt deputies 
with a proffer of their crown to Cafimir king of Poland, who 
had married the fifter of their laft monarch ; but that prince 
declined accepting it, becaufe he dreaded the power and po- 
licy of Podiebrad, who befides was fupporced by Lewis of 
Bavaria- Landjhut, and fome other princes of Germany. 
Then the pope made a tender of it to Matthias king 
of Hungary, who would have gladly embraced this oc- 
cafion of gratifying his ambition, had not he dreaded the re- 
fentment of the emperor, naturally jealous of ftich an addi- 
tion to his power ; and, moreover, being engaged in a war 
with the Tranfylvanians and Moldavians, which did not much 
redound to his honour ; for, in the coiuTc of his operations, , 
he was furprifed in Batka, dangcrouily wounded vyith an ar- 
row, and obliged to fly for his life acrofs the mountains of 
Walachia, 

Pope Paul IL difappoiritcd in both thefe quarters, foJli- 
clted the cmjlpror to declare againft Podicbrad\ but ail he 
could obtain was the convocation of a did at Nuremberg, to 
deliberate upon this affair, as well as iijion a war againft the 
Turks. At this affembly, the bilhop of Ferrarv, as legate 
from the pope, ufed all his endeavours to engage the princes 
in a war againft the king of Bohemia, who oppreffed the Ca- 
tholics, and refufed to fubmir in matters of j cligion to the 
holy fee : but their different interefts influencing them diffe- 
rently, and Lewis of Bavaria- Landjhut openly cfpoufing the 
caufe of Podiebrad, no ftep taken to the prejudice of that 
priiipe. The dief broke, up after having refolved, that, for 
the term of live years, the empire fhould maintain 20,000 
men to ferve againft the Turks ; and’ that the pope fhould be 
exhorted to negotiate a folid peace among the princes of 
Chriftendom ^ 

Mean while the Catholics pif Bohemia and Moravia, af- 
fembling at Igluxv, fent an embaffy to offer the crown to 
Frederic, who leemed very well plealed with the compli- 
ment, but defiredj-^me to confider on, an affair of fuck import- 
ance : but before he could take a final refolution on this fub- 
jeft, Matthias, at the preffing follicications of the pope, ac- 
cepted the crown, advanced with his troops into Moravia, 
and befieged Cradifeh, while Zdinion de Sternberg, chief of 
the Bohemian miftecontents, ravaged the fiefs of Podiebrad, as 
minifter of the holy father, whofliad declared that prince an 

f Av£xt, L vii, c, 
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c;?{:commui||feated heretic. But all thefe efforts were ineffec- * 
tual. •Matthias was obliged to raife the fiegc ; and after 
having had a fruitlefs conference with Podiehrad between the 
two armies, retired to Hungary at the a,pproach of winter S, 

The emperor being at the fame timepreffed by his holi- Proceed^ 
nefs to 'reconcile the princes and towns of Germany that , were ings pf th 
at variance wuth each other, in order to draw fuccours from diets pf. 
them againft the infidels, he convoked diet at Milbenfiadt^ Milbcn- 
where he expatiated upon the fatal effefts of civil difcord, ftadt and 
and exhorted the ftates to forget their mutual animofitics, Neuftadt, 
that they might be the better enabled to revenge the caufc of 
religion againft the infidels. His exhortations had fome 
weight with the members of the affembly ; and it was pro- 
pofed, that a tribunal fiiould be erefted for terminating the 
differences fubfifting between particular towns and noblemen, 

* as well as to punifti rapine, reprefs violence, and re-eftablifti 
good order. 

The confirmation of this fcheme, however, was referred 
to a fubfequent diet at Ncujiadt^ where evei^ article and ap- 
pointment of tlie tribunal was regulated : but the towns, 
which complained of being already almoft ovchvhelmed with 
burthenfome taxes, refufed to contribute to the expence of 
fuch a college, though its duration was limited to five years ; 
and the aflembly broke up without having done any thing 
material for the public peace h. 

Some ftates, indeed, feeing the neceffity for eftabliftiing 
tranquillity in the empire, compromifed their reciprocal dif- 
putes ; and the eleftors, with feveral other princes, meeting The princes 
Ut Landfhuty endeavoured to pjcify the troubles of Bohemia ; take mea- 
but this convention was alfo ineffeftual,' becaufe the Catho- funs for 
lies demanded liberty of confcience, and* Podiehrad infifted compromif* 
upon their communicating of both fpecies. ing partis 

Whatever precautions might have been taken by 
•of the princes and ftates for terminating their quarrels in an 
amicable manner, it was hardly pollible that peace fhould 
long fubfift between individftals who haled one another per- 
fonally. The duke iof Bavaria-Landjhut omitted no oppor- tewm, 
tunity of exciting the enemies of the eleftor of Brandenburg : 

Sigifmund^ archduke df Jiijlria^ could not abandon the hope 
and defign of one day fnbduing the Sivifs \ and the people of 
Idege watched for an occafion to break with the duke of 
Burgundy f whom they detefted with the moft implacable 
rancour. Infplred by thefe fentiments, ^cy furprifed the The inha^ 
town of Tongres, put i\iQjpurgundian garrifon to the fword, bitants of 

% Bonfin. dec, iv.l. ii. ^ Stuvxvs, peri^« x. fcfl. z. 
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Liege re made their owa bilhbp\>nfoner, and murdered caooas 
Wf before his eyes, tvith drcnmftances of horrid barfeirity. 
A^ainll TWE news of this malHicre arriving at Peronne. ^here 
Charles Charles of Burgundy then refided, with Lenvis XI. of France^ 
9 / him ’‘on the faith of a fefc-condutft, and the 

*beirtg at the fame time informed that the Liegbis had' 
^ * been inftigated to thi^s revolt by the intrigues of France ^ he 
was fo tranfported with rage, that in all probability Lewis 
would have perithed by his refentment, had not that prince 
figned the treaty of Peronne on the duke’s own terms, and 
confented to ferve as a volunteer in his army againft the rc^ 
nih fakes bels of Liege. Thus appeafed with refpeft to the French 
anddefiroys glowing with indignation againft the Liegois, he 

their tonvn^ marched dircftly to theif city, whither he was accompanied 
futshis by Lewis ; refufed ^1 their tears, intreaties, and fubmiffions j 
frijoners invefted the place, which he carried by aflanlt, after the be- 
t9 deathy fleged had made feveral defperate fallies ; ordered the pri- 
and ra‘ foners to be murdered, without diftinflrion of fex or age, and 
stages the burnt to allies. Not yet fatiated with thefe 

^untry of horror, he laid wafte the country of Franche- 

with fire and fword*; while the wretched inhabitants 
fled for flielter to the woods, where they periftied by famine 
jw rd. rigour of the winter, which was remarkably fevered 

It was in the courfe of this year that the emperor, find- 
ing himlelf expofed to numberlefs difquicts from the conti- 
nual irruptions which the Turks made upon the frontiers of 
bis dominions, was alarmed to fuch a degree, that he refolved 
to make another journey into Italy ^ to confulr with pope. 
Paul 11. upon ways and menns for engaging the Chriftian 
princes in a new aflbeiation againft the infidels, and to ac- 
compllfti a vow which he pretended to have made, though 
he never explained himfclf on this fabjeft. For thefe pur- 
’pofes therefore he fet out, with a fmall retinue, in the fe- 
j^huesatyttt^ feafon of the year, and on Chrijlmas-eve arrived at 
Kome» Rome, where he was received ^by torchlight*^. Mattins 
being begun in St. Peter's church, where he alighted, he 
was prefent during the fervice, perforrfied his vow, and re- 
ceived the communion from the hands of the pope. He 
ftaid in this dty fourteen days, during which he nad divers 
conferences with his holinefs, touching a war with the Turks ; 
but thefe confultatlons produced little or no cfFeft. He pro 
pofed to hold a council at Confiance, at which he and the 
pope fliould affiftfin perfon, with a view to promote a gene* 

ft 
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ral expedidoa againft the injiddis; hut this e^^pedleat 
declined by Pautf and uU their deliberations amount^ to ral 
this tlFuc : That letters ftiould be written, in the iwune pf 
the emperor and the pope, to all Chriftian princes, deikiqg 
and exhorting them to, fend ambal&dqrs to Rome^ at an ap- 
pointed day, to treat of meafures for defending the faith ; 
and that the Venetians, who were cxHtiuftcd in a tedious 
war againft the Turks, ftiould be indulged with a tenth of 
the clergy, a twentieth of the Jews, and a thirtieth of the 
laity, within their own dcwninions ^ Thefe negotiations 
being tranfafted, he fet out on his return to his own domi- framthsu 
nions, whither he travelled Math the greater expedition, as 
he received information that Matthias king of Hungary, return te 
taking the advantage of his abfence, had made divers incur- his owm 
'•fions into Bohemia and Moravia, and kid wafte the whole demniesum 
country. He was llkewife given to underftand, that Charles 
duke of Burgundy, who had three years before fuccccded to 
the extenfive dominions which Philip the Goott, his fathei*, had ^ ^ 
fo long governed in peace, not contented with that fair inhe- 
ritance, had increafed it Math the addition of tlie ducky of 
Guelderland and the county oiZutphen, and even intended to 
proceed farther in point of acquilition : for the ambition of 1470J 
this prince was unbounded ; and, in order to gratify it, he 
had augmented the taxes, and faddled his fubjeds with new 
impofitions : neither did he wholly depend upon his riches 
and power for accompliftiing the fcheme which he bad pro- 
jefted to aggrandize his name : he fet on foot fccret negoti- 
ations in the empire, and privafely tampered with the cleft- the 
ors, in hopes of being chofen king of the Romans. Frede- 
vie was not ignorant of his prafticcs, beifig apprifed of all 
thefe tranfaftions by Lewis XI. of France, who narrowly 
watched the conduft of Charles, with a view to countermine* 
his ambition 

During thefe tranfaftions, Matthias was proclaimed 
king of Bohemia by the CatAolic party, and his intereft: in- 
creafed every day in ^hat kingdom, when Podiebrad, by the 
advice of the emperor, affembled the ftates at Prague, and 
propofed they ftiould fettle the fuccefEon u^on Ladiflaus, foa 
of Cajvmir king of Poland. This propofal they readily em- 
braced, ^ot without admiration and applaufe of the difinte- 
reftednefs of Podiebrad, who, for the peace and advantage of 
his fubjefts, had voluntarily made this motjpn, to the exclu- 
lion of his own children, ^his fettlement compofed the dif- 

^ Spomd. CoQtin. Baron, t. ii. p 607. " Hsiss, 
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quietude! of the nation, fo as to tnMtPodiebtad to oppofe the 
progrefs of Matthias, to whom he gave battle, in which the 
Hungarian was vanquiflled, and obliged to fly for flieltcr to 
his own country 

Meafures Mean while a diet being called at Ratishon, at the. defire - 
concerted of the pope, in order to concert meafures for carrying on the 
Frank- war againft the Turfs, the princes and flates aflembled -in . 
fort for great numbers, ambafladors from Charles duke of Burgundy ' 
carrying ^^ere prefent, and Campanus, in the name qf cardinal Francis 
on a gene- Piccolimini, who was fent thither from the court of Roms 
ral^c^ for that purpofe, made an elegant harangue; in which he 
expatiated upon the glory of their anceftors, and the zeal 
which they on all occafions manifefted in behalf of the 
church ; and exhorted them, in imitation of fuch noble ex- 
amples, to take arms againft the infidels, whofe progrefs and • 
fuccefs were not fo much owing to their own valour, as to 
the indolence and unjuftifiable neglcft of the Chriftian 
powers. The b'lfliop of Trent fpoke to the fame purpofe ; 
and their rcmonftrances had fuch an efFeft.upon the affembly, 
that they feemed • zealoufly determined to profecute the war 
with vigour. Accordingly, after much deliberation and de- 
. bate, it was unanimoully decreed, that every perfon, who 
enjoyed a revenue of a thoufand ducats, ftiould furnifit one 
horfeman ; and that a foot foldier fliould be provided by 
every perfon who poflefled one-half of that fortune. Had: 
this expedient been carried into praftice, an army of near 
Rendered 200,000 men might have been brought into the field ; but 
ineffectual the pacific and flothful difppfition of the emperor, which 
hy the a- altogether averfe to \^ar and cxpence, threw a damp 
*variceand fcheme, ’and the fpirit and zeal of individuals in- 

tbe emte decayed. Notwithftanding the admonitions and fo- 

empe- Venetians, in whofe behalf Paul Morojini, 

in a pathetic and nervous oration, reprefented the necelfity 
of taking fome meafures to flop the career of the Turks, and 
plainly demonftrated the probability of putting a flop to 
their conquefts, provided the Germans would attack them 
by land, while the Venetians, aflifted by Ferdinand king of 
Hpulia, ftiould undertake to cope wirh them at feao. 

Ladiflaus In this year George king of Bohemia dying, great contefts 
fucceeds to arofe among the fubjefts touching a fucceflbr (for the party 
^h^^hrone Matthias ftill fubfifted), till at length the friends of Ladi^ 
or 150 le- kingoj Poland'^ eldeft fon, prevailing, that young 

^ ^ pj ince, whofe mother was After j>f Ladijlaus, the predeceffor 

^ Barrk, t. viL p. 657. ® Krantz Sax. 1. xii. c.'y. 
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of George, afcended the throne, in the fifteenth yeat of his 
age, and was crowned at Prague^ tho* not without confider- 
able oppofition from Matthias^ who was exafperated at his 
eleftion p. This George Podiebrad was not long fur vived by 
pope Pa^li who had condemned him as an heretic, and de- 
pofed him by virtue of his apoftolic power ; for he was fud- ^^rA'Sixtns 
denly carried off by a fit of the apoplexy, lafter he had made *be 
a chearful meal (no perfon being prefciit when he expired 5 

and fucceeded in the papacy by Francis Ruvcreus, cardinal 
of St. Peter ad Vincula^ who, after his elevation, afliimcd the 
name of Sixttis IV. a. This new pope was no fooner raifed <w ex^ 
to the chair, than he exerted his endeavours in perfefting the 
plan againft the Turks, lor tlie execution of which his prede-/^i!^ 
celTor had laboured fo inehe^liially. Legates were fent with 
' full powers to reconcile the Chriftian princes, who were at 
variance with each other, that they might unite in the com^ ^ * 
mon caufe ngainfl the enemies of their faith. InduJgencics 
were granted, and fubfidies railed, to forwaid the expedi- 
tion, and the emperor very warmly follicited to a6t with vi- 
gour as the chief pow^r ol this confederacy’’. But Frederic^ 
whofe genius was better turned for negoclation than war, 
found means to procraftinate all the meafures that were con- 
certed for the benefit of this grand afibciation, employing his 
chief attention in thofe domclUc affairs, which he thought 
more nearly concerned his iatcreft. He had, for fome time, 

' been engaged in treating privately with the electors about ob- 
taining their votes for chufing his fou Maximilian king of tlie 
Romans ; and the flops which he had taken in this affair, 
were the chieef obftacles which Charles duke of Burgundy 
met with in afpiring to the fame honour. TShat enterprizing 
prince, therefore, finding it impradlicable to carry his point, 
altered his fcherac, and refolvcd to cultivate the friendfliip of , 
the emperor, who, he did not doubt, would be prevailed up- 
on to ere^l his dominions into a kingdom, and confer upon 
him the title of king of Burguwly^ and vicar of the empire in 
thefc parts. In confecyicnce of this refounion, he made the 
propofal to Frederic, by which he faid all the countries, 
which had been difmembred, would be re-uclted to the em- 

P iv c. 62. Chron. lib. 27. SroND.Cont. 
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j^e, and at the fame dme offered his oniy daughter Mary h) 
marriage to MaxhmliAn^ foa of the emperor. While tfiia 
treaty was upon the carpet, he invited Frederic to a con- 
ference at Triers^ where he did not doubt of being able to 
manage higi for his own intereft. Nay, fo fure was he of his 
compliance, that he had prepared his royal ornaments and 
regalia, together with the throne, canopy, and all the other 
requifites for a pompous coronation. The emperor, who 
had his own private defigns upon Charles, accepted of the 
invitation, and repaired toTriVrr, where he was treated with 
infinite fplendor. The match was feemingly agreed to, tho’ the 
emperor defired it might be confummated before the duke 
ftiouid be crowned ; but Charles infifted upon its being de- 
ferred until that ceremony ftiould be performed. At laft 
Frederic, in all appearance, yielded to his intreaties, and, thr" 
following day being fixed for the coronation, he in that ex- 
peftation did homage to the emperor, and took the oath of 
fidelity for Gitelderland, and all the other territories he pof- 
fclTcd within the dominions of the empire, Frederic, having 
thus accompliftied his aim, and being unwilling to cater for 
. the ambition of a prince, who was already too proud, info- 
lent, and formidable, retired next morning from T riers^ in the 
dawn, on pretence of going to compromife a difference be- 
tween the archbiftiop and city of Cologne, leaving the duke 
overwhelmed with Ihame and vexation » (U). Affronted and 
chagrined as he was at this difappointment, he did not defift 
from his enterprize ; bur, on the contrary, employed all his 
efforts to atchieve it, fparigg neither men nor money in the 
exertion of his endeavours. Among other things, bethought 
proper to grant his prott^^lion to Robert count palatine, who 
difpuied the archbifhopric of Cologne with Herman landgrave 
of Hejfe. For this purpofe he befieged the town of Nuys, 

• Phil, PE Comm. 1. ii. c. 8. Heiss, 1. iii. c. 2 . Krantz 
Sax. 1. xii. c. u . « 

(U) Heif alleges, that the fumed the arms of Aufiria, be- 
duke of Burgundy incurred the caufc fome territories belong- 
fufpicion of Frederic, in confe- ing to that family had been 
quence of the under-hand infi- mortgaged to him by ^igif 
nuations of Lenssh X I . of France, mund, Frederic wa^ ' extremely 
who was alarmed at the pro- incenfed at this inftance of his 
fpefl of fuch ^ formidable al- prefumption, and for that' rea- 
liance ; while the author of the /on commenced his inveterate 
notes upon that hillo.ian pre- foe, 
tends, that Charles, having af- 
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fituatediipdn the Rhine, \rtdeh vsras dlfetidedAvkh grfeSlt*ta- 

leer -aud^iperfeveraece by for tfe'fpace of a ^ 

;year, until: the bdiegsd were teJnded to the timitoft eKti^nifty 

and want; when the troops of the empire iharched to 

reiitf,' and obliged him to raife the'fi^^ (X). ’ * , 

liEWisrXI. of Ft^anee, having <attetopted inefieftdaHy^to 
engage the Gerrnamc body in a war with Chdrlet, 
vDured to form an alliance agalnft that ambitious prinecj^Jth 
Rene AKxkc of l^rmin, Si^^tmd duke of hiafr the j^cnc, 

Svjifs cantons ; and in thefe negochttions he fuccced^d fOlhiS duke If 
tvhh. The firft wasiperfuadcd, by the ' emiflhrles Of LHti/j, Lorrain, 
that ChAfies duke of Burgundy intended to include Ldrrah in Sigif- 
t he kingdom which he had projefted for hihlfelf ; StgtJkmJ muod d/ 
was flattered with the hope of recovedhg the coUhty of Aoftna* 
ferrefe, Suntgm, and other fiefs in Ai fade, Which he hUd ^ 
mortgaged to ’the Bitrgundidn ; and the Swi/s entered Into 
the pay of ^France, after Lewis had terminated,^ in an atnlc- 
*?iblc manner, a war that raged between them and J9^/, drde 
lifted by Stmfhirg and the imperial cities of Aifatc ) and i^- Burgun- 
conclled them with Sigifmimd, whofe family they had ftripped dy. 
of the towns of Rapcffwil^ DteJJanhaWy FrewdrisfcldyMA the ^A. D. 
county of i4?6* 

T-ttis league being eflablifticd, Sigi/mrmd offered to re- 
deem thc*ra6rtgage widh a fum of money < which he 'hkl bdr- 
rowed from the imperial towns for that purpoie ; and Charles 
' lefufing to part with the fiefs, he had good rc afon to com* 
plain of the injuftice. At the fame lime /fagefdnuh, gover- H^^gen- 
nor of the towns for the duke o\: Jhirgvndy, oppicITcd fhem hack 
hi fuch a manner, that their patience forfook them, and thc7 duke s go^ 
revolted from his authority. Enjif)eim v.a’s t!ie liift that 
ihook off his yoke, and repulfccl him in the iitic'npt he made 
to enter and deftroy the towm. Enraged at Ijis difippoint- o/Alhcc^ 

* Id. c. 12. Chron. Mindenf, cx Mtia. p, 573, 

(X) KvAnt% affirms, th^t the tion, and row threatened to de- 
fiege was wfedin confequence filt from the expedu ion, unless 
of a treaty with the empesor, he would imr-icdiatcly march 
confirming the match which into that kingdom, that they 
had before been projefled be- might the more cafily ad in 
tween hisr*A#ughter and conjunftion. He aluincd 

iriUiani while Fhilip de Csfn- by the incurfion of the duke of 
mines imputes his retreat to the Lot-rain, who h?al declared war 
) emonfirances of the ^ againft him, and invaded his 

who had made preparations for dominions, at the dcfii e of Lent, is 
invading France at his iriliga- XL of France, 

Mod. Hist. Vox., XXIX. G g 
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He is be- iticnt, hc retired where he laid a fchenjc for maf- 

headed by facruig the inhabitants ; but the garrifon, compofed of GVr- 
the inha^ and IValloons, refufed to execute his orders. His per- 
bitants of by the burghers ; he underwent a fair 

trial, in which being convifted of tyranny, murder^ and trea- 
fon, he was condemned to lofe his head, and fuflered accord- 
ingly, by torch ll^ht, in the prefence of an innumerable con- 
courfe of people. 

Hisbro- The duke of Burgundy^ exafperated at this execution, lent 
tber ra- fjx thoufaiid men into the Suntgau, under the command of 
^vages the Hagcnbach"% brother, who committed horrible ravages ; but 
Suntgau. he was foon obliged to retire before the Bwifsy who haftened 
^ province. They were joined by the in- 

^allies 7 ake habitants of Biifily Strajhurg, and other towns on the Rhine ; 
Hericourt advancing into Franchc Compte^ they defeated Blamont;' 
7«Franche the marlhal of Burgundy had come to raife the fiegc of 
Comte. Hericourt y which afterwards furrendered to theviftors. 

The duke This was the prelude of a war, that ended in the de- 
hfes a ftruftion of Charles, Had that prince contented himfelf witlx 
battle^ maintaining the war againft Lewis^ he might have acquired 
and his reputation and advantage from his riches and his power ; but, 
blinded by ambition, he neglefted to cultivate the friendlhip ^ 
of the duke of Lorrain, and his confederates the Swi/s, who * 
- entered into alliance with Lewis ^ and defeated Charles in three 
battles ; in the laft of which, fought at Nancy on the fifth 
of January y he was mortally wounded, and next day found 
dead upon the ice “ (Y). 

As he had exhaufted ^is finances, and ruined his troop5» 
with continual wars, fo as toimpoverifli his fubjefts, the prin- 
cipal noblemAi of his dominions refolved to beftow his 
daughter upon fome prince, who Ihould be capable to pro- 
tect them in their independency. Lewis XI. demanded the 
princefs for the dauphin, and the emperor claimed her as be- 
ing already betrothed to his fon Maximilian, Lewis, im- 
mediately after the death of Charles, re-united to his crown 
all Burgundy, Pitardy, and Pmthuu, Artois, with the cities 
of Arras, Tournay, and thofe upon the river Somme, as fiefs 
and appendages of France, which could never be poflTefied by 
a woman. The precipitation and rapacity with which he 
made thefe acquifitions, and the wars he maintgjned for that 
. purpofe, gave fuch umbrage to the inhabitants of Ghent, that 

" l.v. KayaTz Sax. 1 . xii. c. 15. 

(Y) See the Kifiory of the S<i>yfs. 
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they refwcd to break with him intirely, feizcd the perfon of 
their princefs, beheaded two of her counfellors, and dif- 
mifTed the reft, becaufe they were in the French intercft, and 
levied an army, the command of which they bcftowed upon 
Jdolphus -duke "'of Guelderland^ whom Charles of Burgundy 
had imprifoned in the caftle of Namur^ as an unnatural 
wretch, who had treated his own fathcf with unheard-of 
barbarity. They even deftined this wicked and debauched 
prince for the hufband of the young duchefs, who was de- 
livered from the horrors of fnch a marriage by death ; for 
he was flain in an aftion with the French^ whom he under- 
took to drive from Tougnay^ which they had furprifed. 

Upon his demife, the people of Ghent no more interefted 
themfdves in the fate of their princcfs, who at one time re- 
*ceived the addrefTes of the dauphin of Franck ^ the fon of the 
oi^Cleves^ the earl of Rivers f 2 LndL the archduke 
' milian. The intereft of the dauphin was fupported \$f Lewis hitants of 
c5f Bourhotiy bifhop of Liege^ and uncle to the duchefs ; but Liege re* 
he was betrayed by La Marck^ his own favourite, who caufed 
an infurre6tion againft the bi/hop, at Liege^ where that pre- 
late was hated, as author of all the mifehief which Charles^^fj^ 

^of Burgundy had done to that city audits territory. 

March, having ftipulated with the Liegois, that one of his » 
fons fiiould be railed to the vacant bilhopric, levied a power-'j^^ hands 
ful army, with which he befieged Lewis ; who, hazading a of his own 
/ally, was betrayed by his own people, and flain by the favourite 
cherous La March, This mifereant not only killed his bene- La 
faftor with his own hand, but afte;^wards ftripped his dead Marck. 
body, and threw it into the river Meufe 

The death of this prelate deftroyed theinteTeft of l^^^nce 
at the court of Flanders ; the young duchefs herfelf declared Han’i in^ 
againft the fon of the duke of Clevcs, who was a youth ol tereji^pre* 
very unpromifing parts ; and the earl of Rivers was rcjeftcdvWj at 
on account of his birth, which was not deemed illuftrious ^he court 
enough for the hufband of the hdrefs of Burgundy : fo that^^^^®* 
all thefe competitors gave#place to the fortunate Maximilian, ' 
who had nothing to boaft of but his birth and natural en- ^ 
dowments; for his father w^s fo focdidly avariAous, that 
would not beftow the leaft expcnce upon his education. dmhfs of 
Fredewc^ however, feeraed to fhake off his natural in- Burguu^ 
dolencc, when the bufinefs was to acquire a rich inheritance dy. 
for his pofterity : he fent ambafladors to deman j the young 
duchefs in marriage for his foi^; and at the flift audience 

** Hill. Ecc]pf. Lcop. partii. 1, to, 
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they produced the letter and ring, which flie hsid»fo«neriy 
font to Maxhmlian^ witli the content of her.fatjier. 
of France endeavoured. to traverfe.the fuccefs of this^mbaffy, 
•by the intrigues of R&bert Gagum, general of the Trinita^ 
nans, wlidm he fent to Flanders for that pUrpofe -• but the 
duchefs dowager’s efforts co-operated with the inclina- 
tions of her dau^xer-in-law, in favour of Maxiimli^n, and 
the emperor managed his intereft fo fuccefsfully, that the 
marriage was effefted between Mary of Surgundy 
fon Maximilian, who was then about twenty years of age»^. 
This young prince was no fooner married, than, in ordertto 
gain the efteem and good will of Itjs people, he, with/the.af- 
Fiftance of the Flemings, put himfelf in a condition to oppofe 
the enterprifes of the French, whom he compelled to reftoxe 
Slncfnoi and Boiichain ; in confideration of which reftitution,'* 
he granted them a truce, <ind Leutis took this opportunity to 
make ftew pj;-eparations for war. 

A. D. During thefe tranfaftions, ^Matthias king of Hungary, 
1479. and Ciifanir of Poland, took the field again ft each other, in 
A treaty order to maintain their different pretenfions to the crown of 
concluded Bohemia, and an obftinate battle was fought near Brcjlaw, in 
ht^trween ^yliich Cafmir f*iw himfelf defeated. However*, as the Hurhs ^ 
Ca mn, invaded JMoldavia, taken Croia in Albania, and threat- * 
P^and itfelf, the pope employed ail bis influence in me- 

cinduli^ dlating a peace between die Pole and the Hungariem, *that 
thias of niight turn their arms againft the common enemy ; and 

Hungary, a treaty was concluded on the following conditions : that 
Matthias fhould poflefs and Silejia, with the titular 

dignity of king of Bohemia, during life; but the fovereignty 
of that kingddfm fhouidbe vefted in Ladiflaus, fon oFGajmir ; 
tho’, in cafe of the death of that prince without ifliie, Mat- 
ifnas ftiould be acknowlcgcd as his fucceflbr \ 

Matthias After this accommodation^ Matthias continued very 
I ‘VS ftege quiet, until Maximilian was engaged in the war with France, 
to Vienna when, cither inftigated by^fome new provocation from the 
emperor, or allured by the profpeft^of advantage, he marched 
into Avjlria with a ftrong body of forces, and laid fiege to 
Vwma. Freileric, terrified at this irnaption, and being alto- 
gkher unprovided, and naturally averfe to war, propofed 
and purchafed an accommodation, by renouncyag-ail his pre- 
tenfions to the crown of Hungary, and giving the kiveftiture 
af Bohsmiojkio Matthias, with a prefent of one 

y Fucger. 1. V. c. z6. ‘ Barre, t. vii. p. 682. 
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httjlidi:e<!',arftcl fifty- thoufatid crowns ; in ccwrieqncfice' of 
whkh, the king of Hungary raifed the fiege and retired * (5S), ; 

In a few meiiiths after this -event, the archduchefs Mary 
was delivered of a* fon, baptized by the name of Philipp and 
fucceffion of the Low Countries con- 
firmed to his fat^aily by the birth of this prince, renewed hof- 
tilities againft Lewis XL in order to fecov^# the dominions of 
which - the French hjid difmembred the duchy. He was af- 
fifted’ in- thefe endeavours by John de Chalons ^ prince of 
Orange y but as his father, and uncle Sigi/rnundf refufed to 
affift him with money or troops, and the Flerningi were aL 
moft quite exl^uftcd, he made but fmall progrefs in the war ; 
while Lewis renewed his alliance with the Swifs, w'ho furnilh- 
ej him with fix thoufend men, and gained feveral advantages 
' over the Flemings and the prince of Orange. 

In this emergency, Maximilian^ addreflTed himfelf to the 
diet of the empire convoked at Nuremberg^ reprefenthig that 
the king- of France had made himfelf maftcr'of Cambray, 
BoHchainy and ^fc/noy^ three towms that were under pr^- 
le^fioa of the empire ; and at the (lime time Fm/rnV exhorted 
the (kites to arm for the recovery of thefe imperial fiefs. 

Lewis, intimidated by thefe i:eprefentadons, in confe- 
quence of which he expefled to fee the forces of the empire 
in his dominions, evacuated the places in quefiion,. and pro- 
pofed a truce for a year j which* was accepted by Maximi^ 
Hian\ who found himfelf unable to maintain the W’^ar. During 
this celTation, however, he found means to interell the peo- 
ple of Liege in his caufe, by fending back their peion, or 
great ftandard, which duke Charles had tmiifported to 
Bruges ; and they reinforced him with a body of troppS ; fo 
that, when the truce expired, he found himlcif in a condi- 
tion to a<Sl with advantage. 

* CuoMza. I. viii. in fin. 

• • 

(Z)Inthecourfe of this^year, pilgrimage to Rome^ and, on 
Chrijiian king of Denmark ar- his return to his own dominions, 
rived at Ratemhou^^ on a vjfit folemnized the marriage of his 
to the emperor, who, at his re- fon John with Chrijiinn\ daugH- 
qued, ereaed the country of the ter oiErneJi, eleflor of Saxony : 
DythTnaiJht/.S,» St armaria, and on which occafioh’he is laid to 
tioijiein, into a duchy, of which have inlUtuted the order ofthe' 
'received the invelfi- elephant (i). 
xure. Then he proceeded on a 

(i^ Barn, t. vii. p. 714. 
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He accordingly took the field againfl Dcs Cordes^ tho 
French general ; and hazarding a battle at Gutnegafie^ near 
Terouaney obtained a vi^Vory, which, in fotne meafure, re* 
cftabliflicd the affairs of the Low Countries 

After this aflion, a truce was agreed to for feven 
A. months, during which the pope offered his mediation to cf- 
I^Bo. ^ peace :*but Lewis in the mean time being feized 
with a dangerous difiemper, Edward, IV. king of England^ 
who was in alliance with Maximilian, counfelled that prince 
to evade a treaty ; but, if poffible, to prolong the truce for 
two years, before the expiration of which, the death of the 
French king would, in all probability, enable# him to pro- 
cure a more advantageous accommodation. 

As for the pope, his efforts of interceffion were fufpended 
by the progrefs of the Turks ; who, having taken OtrantOy^ 
filled ail Europe, and Italy an particular, with fuch confter- 
nation, that his holinefs made peace with the Florentines, 
iigainft whom ^he and the king of Naples had been engaged 
in % war, and wrote to the emperor and the fiates of Ger» 
many, as well as to all other princes of Chriftendom, to com- 
promife their differences, and march againfl the infidels. The 
German princes were likewife foUicited to the fame purpofe 
by Matthias king of Himgary, to whom Mohammed\szA offered 
the kingdom of Bofnia, provided he would grant him an un- 
moleflcd paflage through his dominions. In compliance 
with the pope^s requefl, feveral princes and flates engaged in 
Moham- a league againfl the Turks ; but the emperor’s floch and ava- 
jned dies rice would not allow him to^contribute to the fuccefs of this 
<tt Nico- expedition, and it was well for Europe that Mohammed II, 
jnedia. died zx Nkmedlif, before he could execute the fchemes he 
prqjeifted 

Maximi-* MitxiMiLiAN, far from inheriting the fluggifh difpofition 
lian ap- father, exerted uncommon aOivity during the truce with 

peafvs the France, in appealing the troubles of the Low Countries. He 
troubles i^'fiipprefied a niufiny at the Hague, and exafled a confiderable 
the Low fine from the burghers of Leyden, who had afforded an 
<^-oun- afylum to fome of the mutineers ; then he repaired to Lux^ 
thes. emhurg, where hfc renewed the oath of allegiance from the 
magiflracy of the town, and the noblemen of the country ; 
and, on his return to, Holland, cres^ted his. fan 
of the golden fleece. 

After having been proclaimed duke of Brabant, he de- 
feated the people of GueJdcrland^ who had made incurfions 
into the province of Holland, and he and his wife were pub- 

^ BoJfin. dec. iv. 1.6. 
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licly ackriowleged at Nuremberg^ as duke and duchefs of 
Cuelderland. This expedition being happily terminated, 1)^ 
belieged and took Fenloo, which had revolted ; from thence 
he marched to MonSf which furrendered, after having been^ 
reduced to the utmoli extremity ; and there he received the 
accuftomed oath from the nobility, clergy, and commons, in 
quality of count of Hainault. % 

Lewis, terrified at the rapidity of his conquefis, font 
Philip de Commines to Flanders y to negociate an accommoda- 
tion; but the archduke kept aloof, in expe^fation of the 
king’s death, when he hoped France would purchafe a peace 
at the expencq of all fiie had taken from the houfe of Bur- 
gundy ; and, in all probability, Philip’*^ endeavours would ^ 
have been ineffeftual, had not an unforefeen accident con- ilsz. 
tributed to his fuccefs. Mary died while (he was big with Mary 
child, leaving a fon called Philip, ajjd a daughter, whofe namc^/w. 
was Margaret ; and great difputes arofe about the guardian- 
fhip of thefe children, which Maximilian claiAed as the fa- 
ther, tho’ he was oppofed by the near relations of the dc- 
ceafed princefs, fupported by the fufFrages of the ftates gene- 
ral. Mean while both fides agreed, that it was necefTary to 
negociate a peace with which was accordingly conclud- 

ed at rJrras, and fignified by Maximilian himfelf ** ; and, in 
purfuance of this accommodation, the young princefs Mar- 
garet was fent to Amhoife, in order to be educated for a wife 
• to the young dauphin ; whofe father dying foon after the 
peace, he afeended the throne of France by the name of 
Charles VIIL 

Maximilian’s hands wereno*fooner rid of thistroublc- 
fome war, than he turned his arms againft the Li<?^wV,*made 
himfelf mafter of Tongres, and defeated their general La 
March, who marched to the relief of the place. He met with 
the fame fuccefs in feveral other petty quarrels, and perhaps 
his pride increafed with his good fortune. Certain it is, the 
Flemings were very much difguiled with his adminiftratlon, 
and loudly complained, that he beflowed the beft offices and 
governments upon Germans and Burgundians : nor did he 
feem to regard their complaints; on thCiContray, 
of his council, for their own private ends, having per-^^" , 
fuadedJjjm jhat he had a right, not only to the guardian- 
ftiip of his own children, but alfo to the government of 
dominions, he refolved to take both into his own hands 
and, with this view, pofleffbd himfelf, by fur^rize, of Den- 
dermond^ Oudenarde^ and fome other pkces. The inhabit- 

^ Peuves* de Mcm. de Commin. t, iv. p. 272. 
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anjts of Ghent aad Bruges^ dreading tbefai»efatai» the^ 

perfon of his fon Philip y add fent to damaad protefiiaafiom 
the king of France \ who, in? order to taki& the^advantege. of : 
this quarrel among his. neighbours, detached feme f wees ..ta 
their alTiftance, under the command of the.Sieuri£>r8;tfr«ss«ir ; 
fo that Flanders was involved in a civil war, which lafted ? 
three 3Tars, to the^ ruin and defplation of the country* At. 
length, by thpdnterpofition of fome of tlise principal noblc- 
A'l accom- nien, peace was concluded, on condition that . Maximilian 
modation. ii^ou Id continue tutor to his own fon, under xertain reftric:^ 
tions 

War he- DURING the trouble? of: Flanders y there , w'ere feveral 
t<i^:een AJ* commotions in Germany y one of which^was produced frota 
bert of a quarrel between Albert of Bavaria and! iiis .brolhr n 

pher, about the domain of Land/perg, which the iaUer con- 
tinued to poiTefs, in oppofition to a previous agaeemeat. The 
inhabitants, being oppre(Ie5 by Chjri/lQpber‘t complained to 
Jlberty who ai&rted his own right < by force of arms, and’ 
hoftijities commenced with various fuccefs; until, at length, 
Albert made advances to peace, which- was concluded at 
on condition that he fhonld enjoy and' > 

its. dependencies, and yieW Sclmigavjy with.' all .its fiefs, in. 
cx.^hange to his brother 

Ii}i the following year, he prevailed upon the inhabitants nfj 
Ratlfhon, which, had been enfranchifpd, and declared a free, 
imperial tqwp, by Frederic Barbar^Jky to fubmit again to tho^ 
fway of the i?uM;^rw;i,ho.ufe ; .and ^afterwards efpoufed the- 
empvior’s daughter with whom her uncle iSig^. 

^ 7 n:wd gave. him the •count3?^'df Tyrol by way of portion*. This 
match being, padg: without the confent or privity of the em- 
peror, he complained of the alliance as an inccoiidiment upon- 
his p;uc4 aal aiphoiity, as well as upon the .rights of the em- 
pire, and.threatcnied to profcribc.both'>S't^^iM«2/ and Albert\ 
but, as, .they knew his indolence and incapacity, they gave ^ 
thcmfclvcs no coiigern about h^g menaces.. 

Ma rxiijASjpiqued.at a repulfejie hjid fullained from the 
emperor, when he demanded this princeYsin rnaiiriiagc, and in- 
cenfed, moreoyet^ at Fvederic]s ilill ^iontinuingitoaffume the 
title of king of Hung^p^y, declared war againll him, entered 
Lovjer Au/lria with an.awy of twenty thoufandjnneg^., and* 
\mc{lci H^?nbourgy which furrendered^aft^ aiiegCiOf four* 
months.,. From , thence he. advanced into, the territory tof; 
Fienne, fronr wi^h‘h«' carried .off:an immepfe: Joad.of ^booty^. 
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NEXT’year‘Ke dividcd*his forces, which hid .^acquired the 
appcHacfon of' B^ack^BhnS, into two armies, one of which 
hi Icd in perfoft to the frontiers of Lciver ihtngary^ which 
was, thi^ea^ened by the Ti/r^j, and fent the other, under the 
command of David Hizi^ to befiege Priick on the river Ltit, 
one of the ftrongeft places in Aufiria ; which he took by af- 
fjtnlt, and himfelf mafter ofrall the other towns, except 
Vienm and- CvrnenHurg. Thfe next enterprize he undertook 
v*as the-fiege of thh !n1r place, w^hich was gallantly defends 
by the governor,- in- the hope of his being fpeedily fnccourcd. 

Fk£!>eric had retired to Gratz, where he convoked ihtfkeindc^ 
ftates of hfs provinces, to demand fubfidies ; but, as he was 
not at ail beloved by his fubjeffs, they lent a ddaf ear to his 
intrenties^ His chancellor advrfed him to open his treaflires, 
and enlift foreign troops ; but he could not be prevailed up-* 
on to try that expedient, until hiis frietids reprefen ted/ that, 

Ihould Matthias once make hlmfelf ' mafter of Cornenhotirg 
and Vimm^ he would eafily fubdue Carinthth, Sflna, and 
Carniola ; then the fear of lofihg all his dominions triumphed 
over his avarice ; he fet on foot levies in Bavaria and 
SualnUf and a confidcrable body of forces being inllftcd, . 
were ordered to march; with* all' expedition, to the relief of 
Carnenbourg. Hazi, informed of their motions, quitted his 
lines, and gave them battle; when, after an obftinate dif 
pute, they were totally routed; then he re-c6rrimenced the 
• operations of the fiege, and -tho’ he himfelf loft his life in a Hungari- 
fally made by the befieged, his place was filled with Stephea '^'^^ * 
count ScepUy and the town at laft obliged to furrender. /^/frCorn- 
Mati'hias, encouraged by tliis fuccefs, took the com- 
maud of the army upon hlrafeif, and fat down before 
which he reduced after a very ddperate refiftance, while i^adt/^»^ 
count Stephen blocked up the fortrefs of Ncnjladt in fuch a with 
manner, that no fupplies could enter the place, and the go- themfd^ves: 
v^nor having held out- fix months, during which one half of majiers of 
his ganifon peiiftied by famine, fubmitted to the king, of 
Hungary I who, intlip manner, became mafter of allthc^®'^®5 
Lower Aujiria g. Auflria ; 

While thus employed, Frederic kept aloof, - 

and looked upon the lofs of his capital with indifference ; an- ^2/7^ 
fwtering,;Sothofe, who prefled him to take meafures for its rc- Prederic 
lief, th«at if had not yet fuffered th^t extremity, to which he rejufps to 
himfelf had beenfctaierly reddeed by its rebellious adherence 
to «the''itrtercft*of hiS' brother ^Wert. Inftead of exerting hlnv- jiep for its 
fdfp^therefore, inits behalf, he cooly abJindoned it to the fate 

tion, 

* 'CzBCB®R. 1. VH, C. 5 . 
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of war ; and in order to divert his imagination from^ a mif- 
fortnne, which he either would not or could not avoid, he 
refolved to vifit his fon Maxhnilinn in the Low Countries^ 
coafoling himfelf with an obfervation, which he had long 
adopted as an infallible maxim, that oblivion is the bell 
remedy for irreparable il4.” At length, however, he con- 
defeended to follicit^the alTillance of the Hates, and Albert 
duke of Saxony was appointed to march into Jujlria^ at the 
head of fome forces ; where finding Matthias too powerful 
to be attacked, and being unwilling to involve Germany in a , 
war, he endeavoured to compromife the afiair, and at length 
An aceom^ brought it to a tolerable conclufion. In a word, it was 
modation agreed, that ttfere fhould be a truce for eight months ; that 
Matthias ftiould keep pofleffion of Auftria^ until he ftould 
receive the fum of- money which he had before ftipulated for 
defraying the expence of the preceding war ; and that, pro- 
vided Matthias, fhould die in the mean time, Aujiria fhould 
return to its old mafter, who fhould alfo retain the title of , 
king of Hungary, Thefe articles were ratified by the em- 
peror, and peace for the prefent re-eftablifhed 

In the ihean time, the emperor repaired to the Low Coun^ 
iriesy where he refided three months ; at the expiration of 
which, he fet out bn his return, by the way of Aix la Chapdlc^ 
where he beflowed upon Wiliam the Young the invefliture of 
Juliers Bergue \ then he Cologne, where heje- 

ceiveef the oath of allegiance from the prince of Cleves, for 
his duchy, together with the counties of La March and 
Maximi- Cenap ; and from thence he took the road to Frankfort, ac- 
lian is conipai\ied by Maximilian, Who was unanimoufly chofen king 
ehofen of the Romans, by fix ele£i:ors, notwithftanding the oppofi- 
hifigof Qf Matthias, who made fundry efibrts to traverfe his 

’ ^ The princes of the empire had long ago follicired Frederic 

to aflemble a diet for this purpofe ; but, knowing the aftivity 
of the archduke, he was afraid^ of lofing the little authority 
he had left, and Hill evaded their requeft till this occafion, 
and even now confented with reluftancS. 

Ladislaus, kjng of Bohemia, prptefted againft this elec- ' 
tion, to which he had not been fnmmoned, and, on the fup- 
pofition that the German princes defigned to depr ive h im of 
his vote, he threatened to do himfelf juHice by force^ of ams ; 
crooned appeafed in the fequel, by art authentic aft of the 

at Aix la confirming ^he right of voting to him and his fucceflbrs 5 
Cha^ellc j^nd Maximilian was crowned at JjixlaChapelle, with the con* 

Heiss llifl. de TEipp* 1. iii^ C. ii. 

fcnt 
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fent of the pope, who congratulated him upon his promo*' 
tion i (A). 

After this ceremony, he repaired to Bruges, to put tho 
fiuifhing ftroke to the treaty between him and the ftates of 
Flanders, which was confirmed in the prefence of the em- 
peror, who had gone thither at the head of a good body of 
troops ; and perceiving that his fon would have occafion for 
them, to fupport the war againft France, left them under his' 
command, when he himfelf returned to Germany. As thefe 
forces committed great ravages in the country, which was 
already defolated ; and the neareft relations of the deceafed 
princefs Mary were excluded from all lhare in^the education 
of their young prince Philip, who was intirely under the 
management of Margaret dowager of England, and fome 
other ftrangers *, the fubjefts foon forgot the duty they owed 
to their prince, and now liftened to nought but the fuggef> 
tions of fufpicion and difguft. 't'o fuch a degree did this 
dilfatisfaftion prevail, that, upon MaximilM% arrival at 
Bruges, where the ftates general of Flanders were aflembled, 
in order to apply fome remedy to the diforders which were 
daily committed by his troops, a report was fpread, that he 
intended to ufe them for making himfelf matter of the city. 

The citizens and tradefmen, alarmed at this Intimation, ran is im^ 
immediately to arms, and fecured his perfon under a guard in prifenedhy 
the cattle 1^ ; at the fame time imprifoning fome of his egan* the inha- 
• fellors and favourites, four of whom were afterward^e- hitants of 
headed. The inhabitants of Ghent, following the example 
of Bruges, brought Pay art, archdeacon of their chtirch, to ^'.5’ 
his trial, together with ten otBer perfons, who loft their 
heads, for having allowed Maximilian to enfer the city with 

* Frbher. t. iii. Rer. Ger, ^ Oliv. Marchian. 1. ii. 

Krantz, xiii. Sax. 8. & feq. BauT£R. de Reb. Maximil. laii. 

(A) In this diet at Franifort, entered into an afibciation with 
a law was made for preferving each other, hy which they were 
the peace of the empire £ot ten rendered fo formidable to their 
years, during which, if any per« neighbours, that feveral cities 
fon fhould injure another* in of the empira, and powerful 
body or efiate, he fhould be princes, deiired to be included 
profcci*^'*4 hj all the reft as a in their confederacy, which was 
violator of the public peace* diftinguifhed by the name of 
This law was religioufly ob* the Suevicum Faedus, ox Sua- 
fervid by a great many, parti- hian league ( 2 ),# 

^ularly by the Suahians, wh^ 

five 


(|) Neueler, Gentr, 501 
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nsfefi, in lieU of flwg htrftdrwS/ to^hith quiRbw 
his train had been limited by agreement. On accoumtrf this^ 

thtrftates'of the countrfvtedire 
cdfrvtskfed at M^tfhlin bf the ybtftig^priftce'PMij^;' in order td 
cortCfert meafures^ for 'obtidnlng' Ms fothcr^s’ eMa^getnent ; • aird ^ 
the affeiAlily, at theunaniifi?duVde(iVe'‘Of‘the mcihbers; ^ 
tratiSferred to GhkntiVMch they^coiiM^red as a more^iconf* 
venicftt pidce for their delibefatidns. Tht Fieming^ began 
thte cdnftrcm^e^ \i^ieh' hteavf com»pkittti’ againft 

they* aeebftd' of”*' having cbmmiJtted divers mifde- 
mfeatiotir^'ariH afts of' arbitrary power’: * theft articles were 
anfweretl‘by-ln^ frie^t and 'pdrtimii9{ who tkf^nded* his’con^ 
Witl^ great warmth" and refodntion ; and ^flrfOrtg debates 
errfhed \ipth the* rcafon^ alleged On both fides.* At length, 
p(^7nn^^nt and thfe~efii*^rbr' intetpofed in behalf of their’ 
imprifened ftvfefeigri'; tho firf| ^ht^eatenhig them fplritnal ; 
an'd^irhe other with^teltlporSitirmS!; 1ft caft they Ihoula perfift 
in'detsdfthlg hiirfift-cu^j^yf and the ftatfes, ift^ cdiifeqiience 
ofthefe‘reftlonfti^aft(5es,* enga"ged in a treaty With Mdximitinn, 
Jh* yr^^^whiClf being 'cbneiudedj-iigried/ and ratified, he was fetat li- 
ilherty ^ beftyVafteC a^deteWti6ft-0f 'teft monrhfe', and cohdufted to his 
trobps, Who kept the fifeldi and -advaftced to meet their de- 
livered moitttrch**. Sueh wa^ the^'precatition of the flares, 
in ejtecudbg this treaty, that they obrained an obllgrtrion* 
dtike in coftft(|ueftoe of which he ac- 

cbiifpahidd *Mdxijjfitk(d into the middle of his forces/ and in- 
treated^ him' now* he w^s at full liberty, to confirm the ac- 
confmOdfnfiOfi ‘by^ Word"^ of modthV' To this' rec^ueft that 
JIrre- prince* aftfwered; “ NephB^, i ‘ will keep my promift.’" 
ytomtees the Neve^rrhlftfs/ at life -where he was meif by ‘ 

of his father with a flrpng army of GerfnanSy he changed his refo- 
Juribn; ar the follidfaficm of the empe?Pdr, the pfiiibe^ of 
Sa'^ony, BHifdridy Jtrdfidenhtifg,'' Brtiiifiuitky Heffd; Bdddn'y 
, and others, who accompanied Frederic y and could Jiot ap- 

prove of fuch an extorted peace’, which’ was immediately 
declared void, and the war Te-contoeh(Kd 

The empejnorand Mc^ximillm at firu endeavoured to 
gage the^dukcvofiCWer in thdi* party, and -threatened hkn, 
as ft'vairai^ with ibofbki-of theremplrd/and pi-ofcripfiom uti* 
left he would Ob^’hisfovareigft *; but- the ‘duke ex< 3 ^feW him** 
felft^otf^tlCcofttit of.th’cf 'oadi; Which^by the'Cjtp#^ drd^r of" 
Maxhnjithry- hHiirdTw>b|ll"'td ^th£^flat]te^of T nndi' 

protefting againft HiC irifr1hg‘Cmi^nr‘5ifihC tfe'lty he\rroif(lriif- 
ed firmly to oppofe them, relblve^i V6 live arid ‘die wiffi hi> 

* Chrou. Car. VIII, &c. « Chrom Brabant c. ibi. 

nour. 
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BjWfirjtber thjniiftSHr iiie «lwrge of ;PSrjuiy jmd <^voa- 
•tioa. tlius pjbftit^ely.dcterijiiBKd, ns* 

ifolvcd ito inflift .«poo ;him (s?t?»ij.ptery Xqr 

.this •pBcpofe,«^Og M. he ordered .a throne tp.^e 

xaikd in the-^rtof. St. Mie^t's clojftq-, upon }Khic|i,fcat- 
Jng htmieif 40 his imperiai robes, he ioleijiiUy .put . the 4nhe 
to tb&ban of the WPpire,.declariiigshkn^i^trgitor, aodiJiveflihg Cieves 
;him of his hoopws and doffiinionsiJ*. lie at, the fame tiroe hp- 
dertook the fiege.pf Gb^nt, ip whj^h. after bp had fpept rAr 

■weeks, 'widiQut being able tp.do any thipg of -pQafeqpi?p,t^,'^'*f'^rt. 
-heabandopedihis enterpriss, lald .wafte.thpfouptry,,aBd,i;s-^ 

.turnod to Qeimw, kaviPg ;the . «p«Hpapd .of his , troops ,tp 
JUb^ duke of 

This. abrupt return yjps piying to the ipfortnatipn be had 
.received that the Hmgmaifs \h».i again ipvaded 
caufe he,iliild€Jayed .the paywtait of djat fum with whkh.ho 
had formerly purebafed thek .forhearapee.’ ^^e therefor^. •,«> Frederic 
his.owin, name, ^ in that of .his.ifpn ifent.an enurswt* 

emba/Iy to Matthias, who was at that time iich ip ^WWm, « negotia- 
deCriog that a negotiation .might be fpt on foot^ and when thn^th 
his ambafladorS:returoed,tOit«2rjr,fthey,were.accompaniedby thehngef 
.thehiihop Qf .®<2r<7#/t«, whp.wasinvefted with full powers to 
conclude a .treaty of peace. The .ncgotiatiop lafted aJoi^ 

■time without fuccefs, becaafe Fr,e^ic demanded the refth 
tution of Aiifiria, and refaled to reimbuEfe Matthiast^ .the 
expence of the .war; whereas the king of Hwngary pcw rait 
ed his demand to a very ccmfidcrable furo. MaximilitWp 
equally difplcafed at, the extortion of Mfi.tthms,nn^ tbB,4P- 
terefted proceedings of the,ero|)er.or, propofed to ohfer.wa 
medium, atid pnrehafe a peace with par^df tlie fiun .which 
the king of Hungary demanded ; but whether this moderate 
advice was not agreeable to the emperor, or that he had taken 
umbrage at the good jntelUgaace that fpbjfifted between* 
the enemy and Ws own fon, be wovdd pot allow Maxmilim 
to affiftat the conferences. , Whatever .his motive jnight he, 
certain it is, he ibnght nothing Jefs than the conclufion of a 
peace ; for he coulH not hear 'the thoughts of parsii, 2 g with 

Hfiias, liy. iiL c.,?. 

(B) Atput this time the em- who w^s the.fifil 

pc^or efic^ed Auftri^i ioto an o^ th^hm\\y o\ H/tpJburgMVm- 
archduphy, a.nd .coirferri^d the guilhed by i^ie name of arch- 
tule upon Philip the foi^of duke(i]i 


J^l) Mar>^n, hh, XJtv. c, lt„ 


his 
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his money for the redemption of a province which, he faW 
himfelf on the eve of retrieving without expence, as the dif- 
ho dies temper of MaHlnas was faid to be incurable : in effeft, his 
^nlisfuc- nialady every day increafed, and FrediHc found means to irf- 
aeded by vent new delays, which retarded the treaty until the king of 
Ladiflaus, Hungary aftually expired, when, inftead of concluding H 
not*witb- peace, he demandeej the vacant throne, either for himfelf or 
Jlanding his fon Maximilian. Notwithftanding this reqUeft, the 
the oppoji- Hungarians elefted Ladijlaus king of Bohemia^ though Maxi- 
tion'of *he already recovered all Attjiria, made himfelf maf- 

emperor ; ^ Hungary^ and had the promife of poW* 

nvho con- ^rful fuccours from the empire: in fpite of thefe advantages, 
ehdts a Frederic made peace with Ladijlaus ®, on condition that be 
pace ^njith fhoxxM be reimburfed in one huudred thoufand florins, to 
the new defray the expence of the war % that he ftiould remain foie 
kingt pofleflbr of Aujiria ; that Lc^difaus flxould retain the crown 
of Hungary ; and that Maximilian and his defcendentsfliould 
enjoy the title, ♦ith the right of fucceeding to the crown in 
default of iflue. * 

During thefe difputes, Frederic^ by an authentic aft, 
annulled the donation of the Tyrol^ which his brother Sigif 
mund had made in favour of Albert duke of Bavaridy on his 
marriage with Cunegiinda ; declaring that, like the other 
fiefs belonging to Sigifmundy it ought to have reverted to the 
king of the Romansy who was his foie and lawful heir. Al- 
bert protefled againft this aft, and engaged a number of 
•princes and towns in his intereft ; while the emperor, tho’ 
dilTuaded by Maximilian from fuch violent meafures, put the 
duke of Bavaria- Munich to flie ban of the empire, together 
with the inhabitants of Ratijhon, who had acknowledged the 
fovereignty of that prince. In a diet convoked at Nurem- 
berg he adjiifled the proportion of money and troops to be 
furniflied by each prince and town of the empire, in order to 
execute this fentence, and the command of the army was 
given to the eleftor of Brandenturgy who, though he took 
the field, could do nothing of confequence againft the Bava^ 
riany fo well had this prince fccured his*dominious. 

At length being tired of tJic war, which WMsnot 
at all adapted lo his difpolition, liftened to the remouftrances 
of Maximilian^ who mediated a peace, on condition^th^ii^^z- 
tijhon fliouKl be re-eftablilhed in the privileges of an imperial 
town j and that .Albert ftiould reftore Tyrol to the houfe of 
Aujlridy in confiJeration of being put in ppfleffioii of the 

•T» P.-r Ilur.gsr. ro!l EoRfr:. RANr. Indie. 37. 

iord' 
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Jordihjp of Abenfperg, and receiving a proper dowry with 
the princefs Cunegmda. 

In Fianders the war ftill continued to the utter ruin pf the and avitb 
country, till at length an accommodation was patched up Charles 
between MaximiHan and Charles king of France P, who want- 
cd to cultivate the friendftiip of the king of the Romans^ that 
he might, in the courfe of their correfpondence, find Ibme fa- ^ ’ g 
vourable occafion for difengaging himfeif, without giving of- ^ ^ 
fence, from his match with Max/miVwn’s daughter, 

who had been educated at the court of France ^ and actually be- 
trothed to Charles*^ Befides this mdtive, he longed for an 
opportunity of weaning Maximilia^i from the thought of con- 
fummating his marriage with Ann heirefs of Brittany (C), 
which had been performed by proxy, and which the king of 
France intended, if poffiblfe, to diflblve in his own favour ; 
for his defign was to reunite Brittany to his kingdom. With 
this view, Charles had recourfe to arms, invaded the duchy of 
Brittany^ made himfeif mafter of the greatSft part of it by evades 
force, befieged Rhiden where the princefs was with her court, Brittany, 
and, by prefents and promifes, brought over to his intereft and mar» 
the noblemen of that country, who delivered the city and Aes the 
the duchefs into his hands. A few days after this atchiev- 
ment, he married Ann^ by virtue of a double difpenfation 
from the pope, fetting afide his former contraft with Blar^ 
garct the daughter of Maximilian^ as well as removing the 
impediment of confanguinity with his new bride. The king h threat 
of the Romans^ incenfed at this double affront, by which his tenedhy^ 
daughter was diflionoured* and his marriage annulled, re- Maximi- 
, folved to be revenged upon tHfe author of his wrongs, and 
follicited the alliftancc of the princes of the* empire and the?^^^^' 
Bwifs ; but, at a time when every thing threatened war a,nd 
cotifufion, a treaty of peace was concluded at Senlis, in which g^yicluded^ 
it was agreed that the king of France ftiould fend back Mar- at Senlis, 
garet to her brother the irchduke, and reftore with her the 1492. 
counties of Artois and Burgiyidy ; but that he fhould retain 

P Vide Til. in TrSit. int. reg. Franc. & Angl. in Carol* 

VIII. . 

(C) This marriage was pub- as far as the knee, into the bed 
licly* celebrated in the chmch, wherethc princefs lay undreff 
and, that it might be held the ed; this Being the £rll time 
more binding, the proxy, by or- that fuch a c^emony was per- 
der of confuinm^- ' formed (e), 

cd it, by putting his naked leg. 


lb-. 


(2) ftemar^. fur Hefi, Itb ilt, f. z. 



Qsttitiiii'f. <C. no, 

the cltadekin the four cioes-in 

of age to ratify the peaces. • . " ; - 

In thecoiirii? of this y^r xikd ktog i^i Mand^ 

^ndfathcr who now ^'e^ga«l OTd 

,Bdi£Tfk)m.\ and the death of th,e /^ij^»m0|8ttrch^as^foontftl« 
lowed by* that of pope Innocent VUI.fftiecceded in the papa* 
cy by Rotkric who aflUm^ed^tbe nairte ^i Al^xandet 

iNiORdid theen^peror long furvivethefealtemtions. After 
the laft effort of . his refentmeut igainft the dvk& of Bavarm^ 
which roufed him. from the lethaigy of his floth, to the afto- 
mfhment of the whole empire, lie wfolved to^givc himfelf 
/iio farther trouble with the affairs of {government, but to 
,fpend .the remainder of his life in .a.peaedfuhretreat, 
ne empe- With this ^riew he retired to iiy/i#iz,.aad applied himfelf 
ror Fre - to ' the Andy .of ehemiftry , aftronomy, and aftrcic^ , ; ’ but, in 
themidftof thefc.amufcmdits, he was fcized with a violent 
dlforder, whioh being increafed hy his eating melons to ex- 
cefs, put a peuiod to his life, in the fifty-fourth year of his 
.reign, and theXcventy -ninth of ihis age r, His diftemper is faki 
to have arifen from a caitcerated* ulcer dn his leg, Which was 
.amputated by theadvice df his phyficktK, though>he died of 
the fever tliat attended the operation. Gn this occafion, 
xvlien he beheld the limb eut off, I am now convinced, faid 
“ he, that a healthy peahmt is. much ^better *than a iick em- 
.peror; and yet Ihopc I.fhall^njoy the;greateft good that 
can happen to, man, mainely, a happy exit from this life.’* 
It is obfervedsof.Fr^tfdlsric, that.his^roign was longer than that 
of any .other ^cmpelw^, Tince 'the 4ays of sAugufiuSy and that 
Jie never fworc .but twice 4 ttriqg the whole courfe of his 
life ; one of thefe .oaths he took itt bis coronation at 
nnd the othei' whan he received the imperial crown at Rontc^ 
HU p/ici^- He was ftinnamed the Pacific^ becaufe he was averfe to war ; 
Jic cha- yet there was an mconilancy dn his temper, which often 
raaer. prompted bim to quarrels an^ difputes, -though when they 
Dilatory came to an open rupture he generally fued for peace. He 
difpojition held an infinite number of diets, in which nothing was ever 
determined, becaufe he always poftponed the bufinefs to an- 
other meeting. * In a word, he feems to have been a prince 
of R cantcmpiihle chartfter, abfolntely svoid ctf gen§pfit;y, 
coufi^e, and rrfcAition ; yet, by the alliance m?de ^h the 
houfe of Burgundy, he greatly aggrandized the wealth and 
power of the .IktJirianitxwXXy. He fddom or never had re- 

^ Mez. Chron. abr. tom. ji. p. 770. ^ Naucler. 

gen. 50. Michov. dit. iv, c. 77. Bonjik, v. JDec. iii. 

codrfc 


dcnc re^ 
tires to 
Lintz, 
^uchere he 
dies* 
A.D. 

H.93- 
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courfe to thfe advice of his friends, was endowed with a fund 
of low cunning, and a tenacious memory, and fcrupuloufly 
exaft ill the offices of devdiioni in which he was rather fu- 
pcrftitious thahfcnfible. His perfon was agreeable, and hl^ 
countenance dignified With an air of majefty. He was plaid 
in his apparel, moderate in his paffions, and an enemy to alt 
forts of excels. He ate fo little, that his life was one conti- JKrV ahj}e* 
nual faft, and diluted his wine to fuch a cfegree, that it was 
little ftronger than water. He chofe for his device the five 
vowels (D), Which were imprinted upon all his books, carved 
on his buildings, and engraved 051 Ws plate. His body was n^raland 
interred at Vienna^ and his tomb diftinguiffied by an epitaph, epitaphs 
which contains an enumeratioh of his titles, an encomium 
upon his fagacity and moderation, and an account of the acqui- 
^ fition he made of thelw Countries^ by the marriage of his fon 
Maximilian * (E)* • 


C H A P. XL ^ 

Explaining the Beginning of the Reformation in 

Germany, 

MAXIMILIAN I. 


J^AXIM ILIAN who had been chofen and crowned a.D. 

king of the Romans during the life of his- father, re- 149;/ 
ceived the imperial crown with the unanimous confent of all Maximi- 
the eledlors, immediately after the laft offices were perform- lian fuc- 
ed to Frederic \ and he brought with him to the throne all aedstothe 
the qualities requifite to fignaiize a great prince^, being equal- tntpmal 
ly adapted for the adminifti’ation during war and in the time 
of peace. His childhood had been fo remarkably unpromif- 

*. Heiss, Hv. iih c. a* 

(D) Among feveral cxplica- of* FprtugaU had three fons and 

tions of this device* ipo^ two daughters ; namely, Chri-^ 
that which is mofi generally ire- fiophit^ who died in his infancy ; 
ceived, is*' • Maximilian, his^fucccflbr in the 

cinpire ; John^ who did not live 

AnJIrh^ ejl in^erare Orhi uki* to be Of age j Helen^ who died 
wer/o, an infant ; and Cunegunda, who 

married Alhrt the Wife^ duke 

(E) This emperor, by £/eo^ of Bmiaria -» 
flora, daughter of Edward king ^ 


iii. €. 

Mod, Hist. VoL. XXIX. H h ing, 
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ins that, even when he was ten years of age, it could not be 
determined whether he would be abfolutely dumb, or alto- 
gether idiotical ; but this infirmity was fo perfeftly removed 
when he attained to a riper age, that m the fequel h« at- 
trafted the admiration of all thofe who converfed with him, 
by the eloquence and facility with which he fpoke the Lathi, 
His educa. French, and Italian languages. He was particularly addift- 
tics. ed to letters, aiul not only perufed the beft books with great 
application, but alfo emtioyed m^y hours in writing hif- 
tory with his own hand : yet he owed all this ptbgrefs lokly 
to his own genius ; for he often complmned of the prepofte- 
rous method in which he had been inftrufted by his pre- 
ceptor, whofe name was Peter Engelbert, afterwards bilhop 
of Nevftadt in Aujiria, a p<a-fon of great piety, but very iU 
qualified for forming the mind of a young prince. That, 
very day on which Maximilian was elefted king of the Re- 
mans, “ Whatever obligations, faid he, we may have to our ^ 
Concerts » preceptow, if mine was now alive, I believe I Ihould ' 
for the im- « make himirepent of the manner in which I received his 
frovement «« mftruffkMis j” and in one trf the firft diets he held, he 
ef learn- engaged all the eleftors to ellablilh academics in their refpec- . 
tive dominions. 

Marches While lie was making preparations for his father’s fu-. 
againft the neral, he was informed that the Turks had invaded Croatia, 
Turks. opon which he began immediately to take meafures for op- 
pofing their progrefs ; and aflembling a powerful army ip 
Jvftria, advanced towards them, with all poflible expedi- 
tion ; but the Mojlems, aflFrighted at his army, and afto- 
niftirf atWs difpatch, retreated with great precipitation fo 
that, findingup enemy to cope with, he dilbanded his army, 
and applied himfelf to the d<w»eftic affairs ci the empire'. 
jT As he had now been a long time a widower, he was 

prefled, to take another wife, and it was propofed that he 
Blanche, fliould efpoufe Blanche Maria, .filler to John Galeazo duke of 
fifter to the Milan, and niece to Lewis Sforza, furnamed the Moor, wdio 
duke ef being guardian to his nephew Galeazo, took pofieffon of the 
Milan, ftate of Milan, not without fufpicion of having pcxfbned his 
•A. D. .^ard. As this princefs was reckoned one of the ipofl bcau- 
*49+’ tiful women *of her time, pofiefled of a thqufand amiable 
qualities, and a fortune of four hundred and Cxty thoufand 
ducats, Maximilian received the propofal Wfth SlT the de- 
monflrations of the moll perfeft joy, and married her on 
the fixth day of March, of that fame year ; by which means 
ieivir Sforza, who had betfn the chief negotiator in this 

* Nawclsr & Bowri’fcjibi fupra. 
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matchf reaped all the advantage which he eXpefted from it, 
in acquiring the favour of the emperor, fo as to be able to 
maintain himfelf in poffeffion of the duchy,, the inveftiture 
of which Maximilian in private conferred upon him as a fief 
vacated by the failure of homage and ackoowlegemcnt •. 

By this- alliance, the emperor being engaged in the interefts 
of Italy ^ fefolved to take the advice of the fiates of the cm*^ 
pire, touching the prctenfion which CheS^Ut VIlL king of 
France had to Naples ^ and the expedition he had undertaken 
to make a Cotiqucft of that kingdom. For this purpofe, af- Convokes 
ter he had aflemblcd the ftates of Flanders at Louvain^ where « dUt at 
he appointed his fon Philip governor of the Countries^ V^rms, 
and faw the deputies take the oath of fidelity to that young , 

prince, he convoked a diet at Worms^ where he propofed^^'^^^^^j* 
they fhould determine whether it would be more for the ad- ^aaldfor 
vantage of the empire to oppofe the defigns of Charles^ or to frf/tr^ 
engage in a war againft the Turltt : but thw alternate being <vation of 
deemed intirely foreign to the interefts of th« Gettnank bo- the public 
dy, the propofal was left undifcuflfed, and t^e deliberations peace. 
of the diet altogether reftrifted to the tnleftine affairs of Ger^ A. D. 
pia7iy. An authentic confiitution was enadted for the pfe-* * 495 * 
fervation of the public peace among the princes and ftates of 
tlie empire, that they might have recourfe to it as to an ora* 
cle, in all cafes of difficulty; and the emperor^ reflefting 
Upon the trouble to which people were fubjefted in folio w-/ 
ing the imperial chamber, which always travelled about With 
the court, fixed that tribunal at Worms ^ from whehue it was 
fome time after transferred to another city, and at left fettled 
at Spire In this diet alfo the uroUrtty of WirtetHberg was 
*crefted into a duchy in favour of Ftedtrk^oi Wirteshberg^ 
with the unanimous confent of all pfeftnl ; the league c£ 

Suahia was renewed ; the inveftiture of Sforza confirmed ; 
the eledlors took the oath of fidelity, and Rene duke of Lor» * 
rain did homage for fome of his fiefs which he held of the 
empire, though he declared his duchy free of all fuch depend- 
ence (F). 

* Krantz. Sax. lib. iiiT c. 21. ^ S^rr az. Hill. Mo- 

gunt. 1. V.** y Cartulairede Lorraine, p. 406. 

• 

(F) 'Fhe ele£lor of Mentz al- comply with that propofal, it 
leged, that the duke ought to ufe was agreed, ^that he Ihould 
the fame form of taking tl^ fwear in thefe terms : 1 Retd 

oath, which was prafliftd by “ king of Jerufalem and Sicily % 
the other ftates of the empire ; ** duke of Lorratn and Bar^ 
but politively ** marquis of Ponsf count of 

H h 2 ** Provence, 
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Nor would he engage with the emperor in a war with the 
king France y though Maximilian offered to fuppor^ his pre- 
tenlions to the kingdom of Naples^ and even to create him 
vicar-general of the empire in Italy. The diet, however, in 
confequence of the emperor’s reprefeiitations, refolved to keep 
an army on foot, in order to Hop the progrefs of the French, 
king on the other fide of the AlpSy and decreed that the 
Hates of the empire fhould raife one hundred and fifty thou- 
fand florins for its maintenance ^ 

Charles VHI. king of France^ had compelled the Floren-> 
tines to put four of their HrongcH places into his hands, and 
lend him a fum of money : then he marched to Rome^ to the 
great terror of the pope, who fhut himfelf up in the caflleof 
St. Angelo, made himfelf mafler of the beH fortified towns in 
the ecclefiaflical Hate, and, having received Alexander"^ bafi* 
tard, Cafar Borgia, as an hoflage, marched to Naples, where 
he was acknowle^ed as fovcu'feign, while king Alphonfo, rerri-* 
fied at his approach, and knowing himfelf hated by his fub- 
je(Hs, proclaimyi his fon Ferdinand king, and retired with 
that prince to the ifle of ifehia, to wait for fome favourable 
revolution 

The pope and the princes of Italy, feeing-the king of 
France mafler.of Naples, Siena, and Florence, engaged in a 
league againH that monarch, and their confederacy was join- 
ed by Maximilian, who pretended that the French king had 
ufurped the rights of the empire in Tufeany ; and Ferdinand 
and Ifabella, king and queen of Arragon and Cafiile, acceded 
to the fame treaty. Maximilian took the opportunity of this 
conjunfture to propofe a match, which was afterwards ef- 
feftedj betweeahis fon Phiiip, who had now attained to the' 
eighteenth year eff his age, and the Infanta Jane, one of the 


CuspiK. p. 4S8. 

« Provence, Vaudemont, Har» 
“ court, 6 cc. fwcar and promife, 
** as duke of Lorrain and Bar, 
** to you Maximilian, king of 
the Romans, Jo the facred 
Roman empire, and* your fuc- 
“ cefTors in the empire, fidelity, 
fubmlflion, and obedience, 
** according to the tenor of the 
“ charters of m j fiefs : So help 
“ me GOD, and bis holy Evan- 
" ge/ifir 


* Gaguin. 1 . ii, p. 284. 

Having taken this oath, he 
was infeofFed by the emperor, 
who fat upon a throne, with the 
feeptre of Charlemagne in his 
han4; then he paid fevan hi^n* 
dred francs for the ranfom of 
his hoife, cloaths, and privi*^ 
leges, exclufive of the fum due 
to the eledor of Menial, arch- 
chanccUor of the empire (4). 


(4) Struv. period, x. jjji. 
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daughters of their Catholic majefties; and though at Infanta 
time this princefs was, by the order of birth, pofterior to her Jane, 
bi'other the Infant John^ who, fome months tfter, was mar- 
ried to Margaret the lifter of Philipy and alfo to her lifter 
Jfabellay wife of Emanuel king of Portugaly neverthelefs, con- 
trary to all appearance, flie, by the death of her brother and 
fifter, and the children of their refpeftlve%marriages, became 
foie heirefs of the kingdoms of Spain ; fo that this alliance 
was no lefs advantageous to the houfe of Aujlria^ than that 
of Maximilian with the princefs oi Burgundy 

The league formed by the emperor, the pope, their Ca- Charles 
tholic majefties, the duke of Milany the marquis of Mantuay 
and the Venetians y being pobliftied u Rome y Charles VIII. 
thought it was high time for him to return to Franccy before 
the allies could oppofe his pa/Iagc. He therefore began , his 
march with all expedition ; ^uuwhen he advanced into the 
plain of Fornova, about four leagues from Pa^ma, he found offorno» 
them already drawn up in order of battle, a rickan engagement va, and 
enfued, in which they were defeated, fo that ne purfued his returns to 
route to the county of JJii without farther interruption, France, 
while the duke of Milan laid fiege to Novarray which had 
been furpiized by the duke of Orleans^ By this iim^Charles 
was reinforced by fifteen thoufand Svjifsy with which he in- 
tended to attack Sforza ; but, underftanding that thefe mer- 
cenaries, who were much more numerous than his native 
troops, defigned to exa6l of him a large fum of money, on 
pretence of arrears, he clapped up a peace in a great hurry, 
reftoring Novarra to the duke qf MilaHy on condition that 
fliould not ailift the king of Naples y alid retire J to his own 
dominions. * 

As for Ferdinand, he no fooner heard of the league againft Ferdinand 
Charles than he quitted his retreat, and alTembling an army, retovers 
which was joined by a reinforcement of Spaniards y retook the king- 
places which had fiibmittedtothc French, compelled the count domof 
dc Montpenfiery whom Charles had appointed viceroy, to Naples, 
abandon and, Iff a little time, reduced the whole king- 

dom to his obedience. 

Charles, on the other hand, as foon ts he arrive! in ^lygemfe* 
FrancCy began to make preparations for retrieving his con- y^r's txpe- 
qucih, andwthe emperor, being preded by the duke of Milan Jiticn inta 
and the Venetians tp march into Italy with a certain number Italy, 
of horfe and foot, to oppofe thefe defigns, he accordingly, A.D. 
without flaying for the fuppiites voted in the diet, cro/Ied the * 
tilps with a fmall body of troops : but, being too weak to 

*PHiLr^*©aMM.liv.viii.c. i6. 
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attempt any thing of confequence, he, by the advice of 
Sforzaj marched to Pifa^ where he was received as fovereign 
by the iiihabitants, who pulled down the arms of Franco 
which they had fet up, and, in the room of them, erefted 
thofe of the emperor. He afterwards inverted the city of 
Leghorn^ but was obliged to raife the fiege with difgrace : 
then he retired int8 Lombardy ^ where having rtaid fome time, 
fluftuating in his counfels, and altogether undetermined, he 
at lart returned to Germany^ leaving behind him a very con- 
temptible opinion of his capacity and power c, 

Tfoceei- He had convoked a diet at Lindaw, in order to forward 
ingj of the iht {upplies, and it was determined to execute the refolu- 
diets at tions of the former aflembly, under certain regulations, which 
Lindaw however, referred to the confideration of a fubfequent 

Worms convened at Worms^ wharc James marquis of Badcn^ 

^ Wolfgang count t)f Najfau^ 5 nd the landwogt or governor of 
1497* Guelderland, p^efided in the name of the emperor. The 
cle6lor of Menitz opened the diet with a long harangue, ex- 
patiating upon the diforders that affli(rted the empire, and the 
means for remedying thofe evils ; and the grand mafter of the 
Teutonic order demanded immediate fuccour againft the 
Prujftans^ who had defolated Livonia. But in this, as in the 
preceding diets, nothing was executed, though many fchemes 
were projected. 

fhe Frief- This irrcfolution ferved only to nourifli the diflenfions of 
landers Germany, and in particular to encourage the Friefanders 
revolt and Cueldrians in their revolt againrt the emperor. The iii- 
^ habitants of Friejland hacK refufed to pay the ordinary tax, 
Maximi- impoftd by the\ljet for ttic occafions of the empire ; alleging 
lian ; country was not a fief thereof, they were not 

obliged to obey the decrees of the Germanic body : and in- 
* deed their dependency had never been clearly afeertained ; 
for, although the emperors had appointed governors or po- 
dertats of that province, thefe^were always well or ill receiv- 
ed, according as they favoured or oppofed the liberties of the 
people : they had even threatened to 1 lang the commiffary of 
the late emperor, and, in all probahUity, would have execut- 
ed the threat, Kad not he left the country without hefita- 
tion. Maximilianx refolving to affert his right of fovergignty 
over this ftubborn people, nomiuated the duke of Saxony as. 
podertat of Friejland, and ordered them to receive and obey 
him as fuch, %>n pain of being declared rebels to the cjH'* 
fire. ^ 

«= Msz.abr. Chron, tom.ii. p. German, tom. iii. 

edit. Freurr. 

Instead 
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Instead of fubmitting to this command, they revolted 
againft the duke, expelled him from their coitntry, renounced thmjehet 
all dependence upon the empire, and put themfdves under 
the prote^fionl of CharUs duke of Guclderlojidf who was then 
engaged in a war with Maximilian^ in order to recover the ^ 
inveftiture of his father Guelder- 

The emperor being fiill in great want of money and land, 
troops, aflembled another diet at Fribour^^ in the Brifgau^ Proceed- 
where the princes whom he appointed to reprefent his pei*- ings of the 
fon complained, that the ftates had given him no affiftance in diet at 
his war againft the French in Italy ^ and demonftrated the ne- Fribourg, 
ceifity of taking vigorous meafures againft the Friejlanders P* 
and the Swifs^ who were declared enemies to the confederacy * 
of Suabia* The ftates having deliberated upon thefe topics, 
agreed to raife a powerful army againft the Swi/s^ though in 
the fequel they acquitted theq^felves very ill of this engage-** 
ment. Mean while they gave Stidience to •the ambafladors 
of his Poiyb majefty, who demanded fuccours againft the 
Turky and fent a deputation to engage the poj|e to accommo- 
date that monarch with the money raifed in Germany by the 
nuncio, againft whofe exadfions they bitterly complained (G). 

This embaffy had likewife orders to reprefent to his holinefs, 
that the German noblemen would exaft as their undoubted 
right one-third of the money arifing from indulgences, if the 
holy fee fliould refiife to reft rain the exceftes of her minifter ; ’ 

. and to complain, that the Concordat a were not obferved in 
the article of benefices, which the pope either beftowed 01^ 
ftrangers, when vacant, or difpofed of by way of reverfion, 
to the prejudice of the patrons 

* A LAW was enafted in this aflembly to regulate .the fuccef- Albert 
fion of grandfons in the room of their deceafed fathers ; and duheof 
Albert duke of Saxony was confirmed in the prefefture * 

IVcf Friejland^ which was rendered hereditary in his fa- ^ 

fodejlat of 

^ Defeript. Hid. de Provinces unics, p.91. «Greg.db 
Gravamin, C. 7. §. 1.# 

(G) This prelate had pdwer ncy with all the rapacity of a 
to permit pdbple to cat flefh on tax gatherer ; and, not content 
fading days, #and to diftributc with the confiderable fums of 
indulgences to all thofe who which he drained the empire, 

Ihouid contribute a certain fum he employed part in trade, an 4 
towards the crufadc againd tlm the reft at ufuty, for his owtt 
Infidels. He colleded this advantage (5). 

{^)Struv» ferhd, x. feSi* 3, 

^^Hh 4 
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Weft Albert being invefted with this new dignity, endeaTOured 
triefland. to attach to his intereft one of the faftions that divide Fnefr 
land, but, notwith landing his utmoft endeavours, they 
united againft his authority, and looked upon the heredita- 
ry fettlement of his office as an invafion of their rights and 
privileges, granted to them by Charlemagne and his fuccef-. 
fors (H) ; fo that the duke of Saxony was on the point of re- 
figning his governiflent, when he was diffuaded from that re- 
nunciation by Edfard count of Emhdcn, who undertook to 
form a party in his favour by means of the friends he had 
among the Friejlanders 

I^ewis In the midft of thefe tranfaftions, Charles king of France, 
X\L of having died fuddenly at Jmboife, was fncceeded by the duke 
France of Orleans, under the name of Lewis XII. This prince pre- 
elaim the tending to have an inconteftible right to the duchy of Milan, 
of j.(.(olved to put himfelf in a condition to pafs the Jlps, and 
^ take pofTcfrum of that dnch/; which Lewis Sforza, that he 

might be able ^to withfland the tempeft, took all the necef- 
fciry precaution! to put himfelf in a pofture of defencej and 
had recourfe to the afliftance of Maximilian. 

He fpared neither pains nor money to involve Lewis in 
quarrels with his neighbours. Eene II. duke of Lorrain was 
well paid for laying claim to Provence, in right of his mother 
Yoland, a daughter of Rene of Anjou, titular king of the Two 
Sicilies, and real count of Provence \ but this difpute was 
referred to the examination of commifTaries, and the duke ac- 
quiefeed in their decifion in favour of Lewis. 

But a more formidable neighbour was Philip archduke of 
Aujlria, who rcclain\ed a gneat many towns of the fucceflion 
of Burgundy, whjch had been feized by Lewis XI. As Phi- 
lip was very powerful, and well beloved by his fubjefts, and 
^ Lewis bent upon his Italian expedition, he reftored part of 
thofe places. to the archduke, who did homage to him at 
Arras for Flanders, Artois, and Charolois, while his right to 


^ Chron. de Hall. & de Zeland, 1. vi. 
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(II) They,' in their diets, 
elected their own^podeftats, and 
depofed them when they were 
^ifpleaied with the adminillra- 
tion. I'hey paid but a very 
flight tax or tribute to this go- 
vernor ; would*' contribute no 


other way to the welfare of the 
ilate, but in marching to war 
when the bufincfs was to defend 
their own provin^ie, and^they 
would fight under none but 
chiefs of their own chufiog (6), 


f 6; Qbryn. d$ Zcl. i vi. 
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Burgundy was referred to the decifion of the parliament of ' 

Paris K * 

Whatever inclination the emperor had to fuccour his Maximi- 
ally the duke of Milatiy he was obliged to fufpend his fa- han 
vourable intention, in order to attend to the war of Guelderland , 

. in which he was now engaged. That the reader may have a 
diftinift idea of this affair, it will be neceffary to trace it back 
to its origin, and obferve that Arnold Egmonty duke of ’ 
Guelderlandy after having been detained prifoner for feveral 
months, and extremely ill ufed by his fon Adolphu:, had 
found means to obtain his liberty, and retort his imprifon- 
ment on his ungrateful fon. As he had been very much 
obliged to Charles the late duke of Burgundy y who, upon this 
occailon, had interpofed his good offices and affifcance in his 
favour, he, in order to manifeft his gratitude, and punifh his 
rebellious fon at the fame^ime, alienated his duchy for the 
benefit of that prince, who pluJbto him ninety-two thoufand 
crowns for the reverhon of it, and agreed thgt Arnold fliould 
enjoy the revenues during his natural life. J In confequence fig 
of this purchafe, Arnold was no fooner dead than the duke®/ /to 
of Burgundy took pofleffion of his dominions ; but Charles quarrel, 
being flain foon after at Nancy y the people of Giielderland 
fet Adolphus ^tVibcviY from the caftle o{ Vilverdeiiy in which 
he had hitherto been detained ; and he being afterwards en- 
trulled with the command of the troops belonging'to the city 
of Chenty mifcrably perifhed, as wchave hinted above, in an 
expedition againfl: the inijabitants of Toitrnay^^, Mary of 
Burgundy, and, after her death, Maximiliany as guardian of 
her ion Philip y had endeavoured’io maintain, by force of arms, 
the right which they pretended to have to rhi^t 
part of the fucceffion of the houfe of Burgundy. Never tlie- 
~lefs, the polTeffion of it was a long time contefted by Charles 
of Egmonty the fon of Adolphus y who, to his dying day, en-' 
joyed a p^irt of that duchy, notwithftanding the power of the 
houfe of Aujlriay and the decifion of the piinces of the em- 
pire, who had adjudged it to ^Philip *. 

When Maximiliau was engaged in the verg^ hotteft of this empe* 
war, he was obliged, all of a fudden, to defifl:, and even to 
make advances towards*an accommodatioil with Charles 
Egmonty that he might be able to turti his arms againfl the 
Sxv^Sy wh(f had begun to make incurfions upofi the Auftrian 
territories ; for the good intelligence between the emperor and , * 
that people no longer fubfilled. IMaximilta^iy when he firfl 


8 Dumont. Corps. Dipl. tom. iii. part ii. p. 4^3. 
S^x. 1. xiii. c. 22. ^ HEi^sSi 1. iii. c, 3. 
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fucceeded to the dominions of Sigi/mund oi Aujlria^ by virtue 
of his being adopted by that prince, had often defired that 
the ^wlfs would renew with him the friendfliip and alliance 
which they had ‘formerly maintained with Sigi/mund ; but 
this renewal they always declined i belides, the greateft part 
of the princes, and all the nobility, looked upon thefe people 
with an evil eye, fince they had erefted themfelves into re- 
publics, and renouncfd the alliance of Suabia : on the other 
hand, the city of ConJlancSy which had hitherto refufed to 
enter into this league, or into the confederacy of the Svjifs^ 
notwithftanding repeated invitations from both, had at length 
united with the circle of Suabia. Finally, the revival of the 
antient quarrel between the inhabitants of Etfchlani and the 
city of Coircy which had been frequently referred to arbitra- 
tion to no purpofe, contributed to bring matters to an open 
rupture. 

When the bifljop of CoM’ iitiy the regency of Tyrol 
feized upon fom^fiefs of the bifliopric, in hope of obliging 
the chapter to ow^ the archdukes of Aujlria as their zvoytrs ; 
but thefe refufing to comply with this demand, fcveral bo- 
roughs and caftles were pillaged and burnt. The GrifonSy 
informed of thefe outrages, hallened to the alfiftancc of their 
allies, and were defeated by the AuJirianSy who purfued them 
to the valley of Engadinoy which they laid wafte with fire 
and fword. 

In this emergency they follicited fuccours of ihe Sv)ifsy 
who forthwith marched to their afliftance, and croffing the 
Rhiney came in fight of the enemy, in the neighbourhood of 
BregentZy where a battle enfu^, in which th^AuJlriaus were 
routed with great^flaughter. 

During this expedition, the inhabitants of the Brifgaw 
and Suntgaw fell upon the lands of Nuremberg and Rofm- 
hurg ; but their career was foon flopped by the Svjifs of the 
neighbouring canton, who aflembled to the number of two 
tboufand, and attacked them with fuch fury, that they were 
forced to betake themfelves to flight, after having left a great 
part of their number killed upon the fpqjt. 

Lewis the French king, taking advantage of this favoura- 
ble conjonfture, renewed with the S^ifs the antient alliance 
which they had formed with his predeceflbrs, and Ihe treaty 
was concluded at Lucemcy with this referve, that France 
fhould not moleft the allies of the Svtifs ; an article which fe- 
cured the cities of Strqfburgy Bajily Kayferbergy Colmar y See* 
lejladty and other towns of Afface.0 

The emperor, enraged to find fuch refinance from a peo- 
ple be afTeded to defpife, ordered a nuj^eroua army to ren- 

dezvous 
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Aczwom*nt:i\' Conjlance, which, being divi cl W into fmall bo- 

dies, pillaged the villages and caftlcs in the canton of Schaff- cantm 

haiifen ; but, while they were employed in acquiring booty, |^Schaff* 

without dreaming of the enemy’s approach, the Svnfs, who 

had aflTembled privately, and reconnoitred their motions, took Xu ^ ' 

the opportunity of falling upon them when they were thus di- 

vided and incumbered, and cut them aS in pieces. The 

fame fate overtook a body of the Suabians^ who had furprized 

Timgen, and plundered the QzntowBoi Jppenzel Call: 

they fell into an ambufeade, and were deftroyed by the Swj/sp 

who retook Tmgen, and demoliflied its fortifications. 

The news of thefe fuccefies having reached the emperor, 
while he w^as engaged in the war againu Charles duke of 
Guelderland, over whom he had gained fundry advantages, he 
left the command of his ariHX^ the duke of Saxony, and, 

^with four thoufand chofen mem^ok the roiite of 6(94?g«^and 
MentZy entered Suahia, crofled the Black arrived at ^ 

Conjlance, and from thence repaired to the mntgaw, where 
he collefted a body of fifteen thoufand men, and gave the 
command of them to Henry count of Wlrtemberg. 

Then he demanded fuccoiirs from the towns and princes Maxirai- 
of the Siiabian league ; and though fome of them fupplied re- 
him with troops, the greater number evaded bis requeft, and 
prefied him to convoke a diet at Worms, which was fumnaon- 
ed accordingly ; but, before the meeting of this affembly, 
the forces furniflicd by the towns of Franconia and the ftates 
of Suabia were, in their march to Titenang, on the lake of and 
P}rcgentz, met in the valley of ^Ongadinc^, by the inhabitants Suabia, 
of Coirc and the Grifons, who put them i^thc and ^re 

then ravaged the Tyrol without mercy. cut in 

Maximilian hoped that the troops heexpefted irom places ky 
flria would repair this lofs ; but he was difappointed in his 
expeftation : for when they had advanced as far as Oberdorf, ^ 

the Sueifs army appeared, and a very obftinate battle enfued, ^ 
in which the Aufirians were totally defeated. cut 

The viftors having<ecured the ammunition and llores of 
the vanquiflied, marched ^towards Dormeck upon the Rhine, Oberdorf* 
which was invefted by the count of Furftenberg ; and taking Fhe count 
the a^vanta^e of this general’s want of precaution, charged efF\ix- 
him unawares, while his troops were difperfed ; and, though fienberg 
the fight was maintained for fome time with equal fury on difeated 
both fides, the imperialUls received a total overthrow ; the 
counts of Furjlenherg Bitfch, together with four thou- 
fand foldiers, fell upon the fpot, and all the cannon and ** 
baggage were feized Dy**l?c^n«ny, who gave no quarter dur- 

ing 
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jng this cngagemfnt, which was the feventh battle loll: by the 
Aujlrians in Icfs than fix months. 

^htnxjar MAXIMILIAN was at Lindaw when he received the mel^n- 
iiurmi- choly news of this misfortune, which efFeftually humbled 
natedhy a j^jg pride, and induced him to make the firft advances to a 
irt^y and which, after fome negotiations at Zurich Schaffhau- 
was at length ^ablifhedby the mediation of the duke of 
A* D, ^dan, and fome otner princes, and the articles were not very 
1 500. difadvantageous to his intereft, confidering the ill fortune of 
liis arms during the war. By this peace it was agreed, that 
the country of Prcttigaw ftiould belong to the emperor, that 
the quarrel between the city of Coire and the inhabants of Tj'* 
rcl fliould be referred to the arbitration of Frederic bifiiop of 
Jugsbiirgf and that all other differences fhonld, in like 
manner, be decided by impartial umpires. At the defire of 
Maximilian^ the houfe of ^\^ria^ the duke of A/z7;7?z, the 
^eleftors and 01^1- members of the empire, the cities oiStraf- 
burg and Bafdy ivith their bifliops, and the other imperial 
towns of Suahid and the Rhine^ were comprehended in the 


fhe empc' 
ror makes 


duke of 

Ciuelder- 

land. 


treaty ; while the Swifs on ineir fide included the king of 
France and his allies, the abbot and city of St, Gall, together 
with the canton of Jppenzel^. 

This peace was fucceeded by an accommodation between 
Maximilian and Charles dEgmo^itf to whom the emperor re- 
peace ^ith the towns he had taken in Guelderland, permitting him 
Charles ^ime to aflurae the title of duke, on condition 

that he fliould acknowlcge the duchy as a fief of the empire. 
As for the Swi/s, they acqitod fuch reputation by this war, 
which they maintaitv?d agmnfl: Maximilian, that j 5 i^/ 7 aiui' 
SchafflfSfifefT, anSu afterwards Appenzel, engaged in their 
league, and completed the number of thirteen cantons which 
0 now compofc their alliance h 

Maximilian being freed from thefe broils, aflemblcd a 
diet at Augsburg, in order to re-eftablifh the public peace, 
and reform the abufes which iiad crept Into the adminifira- 
tion of jultice ; and the feflion was opened with complaints 
touchingfthe annates, benefices, and taxes, which the court of 
Ro ne ekafted of t^ie provinces, to defcay the expences of a war 
againfl the Turks, The fums thus levied had been remitted 
to Cafar Borgio, who had fqiiandered them away io debaifdie- 
ry; and the princes inveighing loudly againll this.ahure, em- 
bafladors were fent \o complain of it to pope Alexander, who 
promifed that fifth profufion fhoi^M be prevented for the fu- 


^ KRANTz,ubi fup. ^Barre, tom. viii. p. 824. 
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ture. This ftep being taken, they prolonged the league of 
Suabia for twelve years, re-eftablifhed the imperial chamber, 
which was grown into difufe ; and, as this could be of little 
advantage, unlefs proper meafures fliould be taken to execute 
its decrees and fupport its authority, the empire was divided 
into the’fix circles of Bavaria^ Franconia, Suabia, Saxony, the 
Rhine, JVeJiphalia : but as the provinces poflelTed by the 
houfe of Aujiria in Germany, and thofe of the cledlors, were 
not comprehended in thefe fix circles, Maximilian formed 
his owsiCerman dominions into a circle, as an example to the 
other eleftors, and four new divifions were added to the for- 
mer fix, namely, the circles of Aujiria zndL Burgundy for the 
provinces belonging to the houfe of Aujtria, that of Upper 
Saxony for the ele<ftors of Saxony and Brandenburg, and that 
of the Upper Rhine for the ecclefiajftical eledlors and the Pala- 
tinate (I). 

_ The kingdom of Bohemia wis not comjijjehended in this 
“'"Tfltifion, becaufe it was not then connc<51:ed wyh the Gemanic 


(I) Each circle chofe a direc- 
tor to conduct the civil affairs, 
and a duke or general to com- 
mand in all military expedi- 
tions, and to keep the troops 
and fortrelTes in proper order. 
At firft it depended upon the 
imperial court to nominate any 
prince it fhould judge a proper 
perfon to convoke the diet and 
direct the affairs of the circle ; 
Ibut as this ofHcc was naturally 
bellowed upon him who main- 
tained the chief rank in every 
circle, it became hereditary in 
the fequel j and it is now exer- 
cifed in the circle of Aujiria by 
the archduke of that name ; in 
the circle of Bamaria by the 
eledlor and the archbiihop of 
Saltzbourg ; in Franconia alter- 
nately by the bilhop of Bam- 
berg, and*^he margraves of 
Sra*}denburg, 3 Barent, and An- 
/pack ; in Suabia by the duke 
of Wirtemberg, and the bifliop 
of Conjiance i in the Upper Rhi^^ 


by the billiop of Worms and the 
count Palatine de Simmer en ; in 
the Lofwer Rhine, by the eledor 
of Mentz alone ; in Wejiphalia, 
by the billiop of Munfter, con- 
jundly with the elcflor oi Bran- 
denburg zxid tdit Palatine, who 
inherited the office of diredor 
from the laft duke of Juliers 
and Btrgue, as part of his fac- 
ctffion, which was divided 
among 

The diredfors of Lowr Sax- 
ony are the dukes of Magde- 
burg and Bremen (formerly arch- 
bilhops) and the dukes oIBninf- 
fwic- Lunenburg. The elcdor of 
fiaxony is foie diredor of Upper 
Saxony ; and the circle of Bur- 
gundy, which heretofore *com- 
prehended Franche^Comte, and 
all the provinces of the Ltnsf 
Countries, was direded by the 
kings of Spain, while thefe couzi- 
trico were under their dominion 
( 7 ). 


4?7 


(7) Barre, t$m% viii. 828. 
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body, and a mifunderftanding fubfifted between Ladijlaus 
and the emperof 

loKn kinz ALTHOUGH thc interior parts of the empire enjo^'ed the 
ifDtn- happy fruits of paternal care, the war continued 

imiktakes to rage between Jolm king of Denmark and the Dyihmarftans^ 
the field who had revolted againft him as duke of Hoffteinr^tidL put 
Againft the thcKifclves Under the proteffion of the archbilhop of Bremen, 
Dythmar- before the comnl'ncement of hoflilities he offered them a 
fians ; general amnefty, and a confirmation of all their privileges, 
provided they would own their dependence upon thc duchy 
of Holjlein ; and they, rejefting his advances, he took the field 
againft them. Tbeir towns and villages fodn fell into his 
hands, and their ^untry was abandoned to pillage ; yet they 
feemed to draw ffefli courage from defpair ; they deftroyed 
feveral detachments which he fent to reconnoitre their fitua- 
tion ; for when they received^^he firft account of his ap- 
proach they hjuf db^indontdfMildorp their capital, and retired 
into the centr^of their country, where their dykes andxa- 
nals ferved iheli for intrenchments. 

hy ^hom These they fortified with great flcill and precaution, and 
Lis total* when the king advanced to attack them, they waited until 
ly defeated, they faw his army hampered among defiles and moraffes, and 
then falling upon them with incredible fury, made a terrible 
llaughter, and obtained a complete vi(ftory. Adolphus and 
Otho counts of Oldembourg, together with one hundred and 
fixty officers, were killed upon the fpot, and the king oblig- 
ed to fly for fhelter to Holjiein^ where he fet on foot new le- 
vies, in order to retrieve his reputation ; but be was diverted 
from his purpofe by the noiglibouring princes, who negotiat- 
ed an^iwcoiiimofibtitJh’ 

Lewis Mean while Lewis XII. of France, having made his pre- 
France / parationS for wrefting the JMilanefe from Ludovk Sforza, fent 
fends an a ftrong body of troops into Italy, took, plundered, and 
army to burnt, the town of Novi, made himfelf matter of Valen 
Italy and tia, Toriona, and Alexandria, while Ludovic, betrayed by 
the officers, fled for refuge to the emperor : Milan fubmitted 
Milancfe; rcfiftance, and Genoa received a garrifoii of French 

troops. Lewis, being informed of thefe conquefts,. fet out 
from Lyons, and repaired to Milan, where he made a public 
entry, and was acknowleged as ibvereign; wheffe all the 
powers of Italy, except the king of Naples, fenP ambalfador s ^ 
to congratulate him upon his good fortune. 


» MuLLEa, 1. i. c. a&3* 
lib. ii. 
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Having appoinied governors to all thp conquered places, •wbUhis 
and made a truce with the emperor, he returned to France ; rnonquir* 
but, in his abfence, Trivulci^ who commanded in Milan^ ren- 
dered himfelf fo odious to the people by his arrogance and * 
cruelty, and opprefled the Gibelines in fuch a manner, that 
they began to cabal againft his adminiftration, and, in lefs 
than three months, difpofed almoft all the towns of* the Mi- 
lanefe to receive the baniftied Ludovic. That prmce, finding 
the emperor neither very able nor willing to give him efiec- 
tual alliftance, had began to levy a body of horfe in the pro- 
vinces of the empire, and having contracted with the Swifs 
for eight thoufand infantry, begun his ir^rch with that army, 
and entered the Milanefe^ where the^ people opened their 
gates to him, and renewed their oath ^pf allegiance ; while 
Triviilci, perceiving the citizens of Milan ripe for revolt, 
quitted the city, and fhut himfelf up in N^ovarra^ which was 
immediately invefted by Liictovic^ zndy in .y few days, capitu- 
*i^ted : but the chevalier Bayard^ who c^manded in the 
cimdel, refufed to be comprehended in this capitulation, and 
held out with incredible fortitude and perfeverance. Mean 
while Maximilian^ having received the fubfidies that were 
voted in the great diet at Worms^ for the prefervation of the 
public peace, began to levy troops in all the provinces, in or- 
der to oppofe the progrefs of Lewis : but, all of a fudden, 
tliefe levies were fufpended, and the French king fent aftrong 
body of forces into Italy ^ under the command of the cardi- 
nal d'Amhoifcy and the Sieur de la TremouiUcy who, without 
hazarding a battle, carried on a fccret negotiation with, the 
Swifs m Ludovicos zxmy ’y andithefe, in a moft treacherous 
manner, fold and delivered that unhappy^'^dncv to the French 
king, who ordered him to be confined in the caflle of LdtheSy 
where he lived ten years, deprived of all the comforts, 
wen the necellaries, of life, and at laft died of grief and mor- ^ 
tiiication o. ^ Lo^hes /# 

Lewis having fecured himfelf in the pofTeffion of the Mi- the day of 
lanefe y conclude with Ferdinand king of Arragon a treaty, his death. 
in confequence of which they joined their forces in order to Lewis 
conqiier and divide the dominions of the king of Naples ; conquers 
and tlTiy>oor prince was obliged to renounce his kingdom, 
and depend uponth’e generofityof th&French king, who be- 
flowed upon him and his heirs the county of Maine and all 
its dependencies, together with a penficn of thirty thoufand 
livres, and all the rights agd privileges gransed to the princes 
of the blood. 

®NAUCLic^^jChromc.gener. 51, p»sie;. 

IH 



4-86 the Uifiory of Gerttiahjr. (j. t ii 

Propofis a In order to prgfirve this conqueft, and confirm the Mila* 
match he- nefe to his family, Lewit refolved to cultivate the frieadftiip 
t^eenhis of the emperor,* and a< 5 lually demanded the inveftiture of 
daughter duchy from Maximilian, who was at firft very averfe to 
the propofal, bccaufe a report prevailed, that Leivis, by the 
archdukl afpired to the imperial crown. Hovvever, 

Philip the French moniirch/oon undeceived him and the princes of 
after- * Germany in this particular, by the moft folemn proteftation, 
nuards ^nd, knowing the avaritious and interefted difpofition of the 
Charles emperor, he conquered his relu 6 lance with a fum of money, 
V, and the propofal of a match between Charles fon of the 
archduke Philip ancl his own daughter Claudia. This alli- 
ance was accordingly negotiated at Trent, by the cardinal 
d'Amboife, though I the parties wei? in their infancy: a 
Concludes peace was concluded bcVeen the emperor and 

a treaty ioipoi'tin^^that Le'wijfi^'M\&. aflift the king of the 

n.vith Remans againft Turks ; maintain the rights of Maximi- 
Maximi- Hesn and his fuccqlbrs to the kingdoms of Hungary and Bo^ e- 
lian. mia, after the death of Ladijlaus, and facilitate his coronanoil 
A. D. tt,tRome‘, and, in confideration of thefe article's, the emperor 
*501. fliould grant to Lewis the inveftiture of the Biilanefe ^ (^K). 

Other additional articles of this treaty were figned and 
ratified at Blots in France by the archduke Philip, on his way 
with the archduchefs, through this kingdom to Spain, where 
they were declared the prefumptive heirs of Ferdinand and 
Ifabella^ 

Proceed- The city of having joined in the league of the Swifs, 
iugs of the in diametrical oppofition to the authority of the Germanic bo- 
diet at dy, which had foibidthe ifilpcrial towns to engage iil that 
Nurem- confcdrl aty;^ li die^Jlvas' convoked at Nuremberg, in order to 
berg. concert xneafures for detaching it from that conneftion, as 
*502. ^ pi-eventing other cities from following its exam*^ 

P Guicc. 1 . V, 

(K) This article of the treaty Maximilian the inveftiture of 
was figned by Francis of Valois, that duclty, in confideration of 
prefumptive heir of the crown, a hundred and twenty thoufand 
the princes of the blood, and the florins, payable in / twelve 
grandees of the realm. The months, a pair of gdicitn fpurs 
other articles imported, that the yearly on Chrifitdks-da^, mid 
king ftiouid reftore to their five hundred lances to be fent, 
eftates and honoursiftiofc who when the emperor fhould go to 
had been banilhe^ from Milan, receive the imperial crown at 
that he ihould receive from Rome ( 8 ). 

pie ; 


( 8 ) Ranarf^fur .. 5 * 
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plc ; aod it wts propofcd to fummon rhe<dtizens to aban- 
don the Helvetic league, and unite with rhaJ of Suabia^ on 
pain of being put to the ban of the empire ; But, after much 
altercation and debate, they agreed to confider Bujil as an 
imperial town, arid compel it occafionally to pay thofc taxes 
that diould be impofed by the diet on the other cities of the 
empire. ^ 

MEAstJREs were likewife taken to reform the current coin, 
and raife the Teutonic order to that importance they had loft 
iiricc their laft treaty with Poland^ by whidi they forfeited 
Pomerelia^ Marienbowgy Elbing, Culm^ and ffberm^ with their 
territories. The ftates of the empire inttlpofed their good 
offices in behalf of the knigjbts, and fent a/ibaffiidors to the 
diet which the king affiembled ^^Pofnan^ to termi- 

nate the difpute ; but thacji^jjince would mVither rellore the 
places, nor remit the homage ch.^y paid for' the towns they 
Z'i^lffield in Priiffia ; and the order, being vervmuch i educed, 
was :iEiin to wait for a more favourablcopportijnity 4. 

MbjiN while the pope fent cardinal Rjy7)wnd as his legate> q’lgpr^pg 
to let i^he cmpci'Qi' know he had rcfolved to publifh a cru- propops a 
fade agaiWV'^iic Infidels, and for that purpofe had agreed crufade 
with the ambaffiidors offcveral potentates, that the Eiinga- againfi ths 
Brians, Bohemians y Poles ^ and Germans^ fhould carry on the war I'urks, 
againft the Turks in Thrace, while the French and Spaniards 
fliouid make their efforts in Gfrecc, and his holincfs, with the 
* king of England, the VencTians, and princes of Italy, would 
attack Conjliintinople by fen. In confequcncc of this refolution, 
he had fent niinrios to all the coi\i^ts, to exhort the fovcrcigns 
tt> compromife their quarrels, that thfy naight unite their 
foi'ccs againft the common enemy of Chnfu *cfom7 

Although Maximilian very well knew that Aleo:ander\> 
folc aim in this crufade was to amafs money by veduncary 
contribution, he affected to applaud the projeeft ; but at the 
fame lime declared for himfclf, that his finances were by no 
means equal to his zeal, and tI,erefore counfelled ihc legate 
to addrefs himfclf to the body. 

Raymond, in ail' probability, followed his advice, and A.D. 

was ambled with feme promifes by the princes and towns ; *5^4* 

for the cii^tors engu^'^-wd In an afibciation at Gelnhaufen/^^'^ 
obliging thei^felves to fiirnlffi a certain proportion of troops 
to march againft the infidels ; and they wrote to the ^bigs 
of France, Spain, and inviting 'ttum to join in 

alliance. At the fame time %liey reprefc-nted, tS the efnDeror,'^^^,/^ 
that the ereefion of the auiic council, lately eftabiiffied at Ra- the 
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^hey com- tijhon, was contwy to the laws of the Germanic body^ as the 
fiain of princes of the ^phe had never confented to the eftablifh- 
ment of that tribunal, which greatly interfered with the au- 
thority of the imperial chamber. Maximilian^ however, 
paid little regard to thefe remouftrances, which were next 
year repeated in an aflembly at Frankfort ; and the princes, 
on the other han(J, lent a deaf ear to his intreaties, when he 
. follicited them to admit his fon Philip into the elefloral col- 
^ he^Xao^ lege. His defi^ was to ere6l Auftria into an eledforate ; 
ral colli e but failing in tli^t enter prize, he refolved to inveft the fove- 
pre ' ^bat pr^ince with prerogatives that would as con- 

rngatU)es fpicuoufly diftinfluifti him from the other princes. He 
attached to by confirming the titl^rf archduke, which had 

the title ofhttn Conferred nrpn him by Fred^:'lLll, Then he decreed, 
archduke, that the archdul^, after having^ree times demanded his fief 
of the emperor^ftxould be ^fiflned to have obtained it, even 
though it hadAeen refufed ; that he fhould receive it 
the fword only, and gratis^ on the frontiers of Ailnria; 
and that he fhould not be obliged to anfwer any challenge to 
Angle combat. The eleftors, in order countep^allance 
thefe privileges, which they did not approve,^*d!ffewed their 
aflbeiation of Gelnhaitfeny engaging to aiTifl: each other reci- 
procally againft all violence, to maintain their rights in the 
dc^ion of an emperor, or king of the Romans ; to oppofe 
every attempt to diminiftl the authority of the Germanic 
body ; and to appear every two years, perfonally, at an ap- 
pointed time and place, to deliberate upon the affairs of the 
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^he empe- AFjEK,thi a.^ . ^ W^yzm///(3;2 concluded a league of friena- 
rorcon- comnidfte with Henry VII. king of England, who, 

eludes ^,.^hough he refufed to lend the emperor a fum he wanted to 
treaty / borrow, prefented him with ten thoufiind pounds, as a con- 
tribution againft the Turks *, and about this period he was 
informed that Joachim^ margrave of Brandenburg, had mar- 
ried Elizabeth princefs of Denmark, and engaged to affift John 
king of that country againft Luhe^ ynd the other bans 
towns of the north, which had dcclarelS for the adminiftra- 
tor of iS''u/^?i^«*againft the foveieI?>ji of DenmarkJ^ But be- 
fore he denounced war, he endf to detadWie regency 

oilAibcc ivom the Swedes, by 1 ^prefeiiti ng, that this*f)eople 
had lhaken off tljgjlominion of Denmark, in diametrical op- 
pofition to t^ie treaty of Colmcr, by wliich the three king- 
doms were united under on# fovereiga ; and that Suante^ 
Sturc, the adminiftrator, had not only made an attempt up- 
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on the life of the king, but alfo detaiW the queen pri- 
foner, contrary to his own promife, and al^he laws of hofpi- 
tality. 

The inhabitants of Luhcc paying no regard to thsfe re- iP'arhe^ 
monllrances, John threatened to deprive them of their privi- t^ten the 
leges, and, in the mean time, made prize of their ihips and 
vefTels, a circumftance which incenfed thjm to fuch a degree, 
that they declared war againft Denmark^ and fitted out a 
powerful fquadron, to annoy Danes b^fea. The admi* 
niftrator of Sweden made preparations for fco-operating with * 
thefe allies, and the whole north was onyme eve of being in- 
volved in a war ; when Raymond^ the pppe’s legate, at that 
time employed in piQ^ing the crufalle through the pro- 
vinces of Germany, tsT^Ahis bell endcaviliirs for difpofing the 
parties to an accommd^ion r tlie quin of Denmark was 
relcaled, and conferences W?i'<?Vpeire(l ; buk before they could 
7;^rce about the ai tides, Suante-Sturc diedlaiid was fucceed- 
eoVby his fon Steno, The feiiate ol Lul%c having, about fenate 
thi\ time, intailed upon thcnifelves a war w irli the duke of 
Me^hnburg,^\\di tenihed at the profped of falling a laci 
fiee to powerful enemies, lent ambairadors to his^^^‘^’ 

Danijh majelly, to fue for peace, which was granted on pretty 
equitable conditions. 

John being now at liberty to profecute the war againft 
Sweden with his whole force, the adminiflrator, by the inter- 
ceflion of the envoys of Scotland and Brandenburg, obtained 
his confent to the opening of conferences at Colmar, where the 
Swedes refufing to appear, we^ convided of rebellion, the 
adminillraior declared a traitor, d^rivqp of his nobility, 
and his eflatc conhfeated ; and this femt^e, bein^'cSfc^^lj!;^ 
by Maximilian, was publillied through the whole empire.%w 

This confirmation being obtained, the king of Denmarl^The 
confifeated all the eftates belonging to Swedi/b noblemen in Swedes 
Denmark and Norway, and gave ilie bans towns to under- eiredccUr* 
(land, that, Ihould they conrtftuc to trade w'iih Sweden, or af- rebels to 
lift that kingdom ii^any lliape whatfoever, he w^onld revoke 
all the privileg^<<^ran|ed by iiis piedccdibro to their fhips in 
the ^fts of Denmark, 

iMkV^'jedesya^ltfntf&Si^i the emperor’s decree, as well as 
^af bis Da,vjh majeity’s j^olution, feat ambalTadors to Copen- 
hagen to fue for peace f but, as tht^had alieady deceived 
the king, all they coui(J obtain was fufpenfion .of 

arms 


* Barre, tom. viii. p. S68. 
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An infnr- DuRifJG ihefiy/coinmotions, there was fuch a formidable 
rsSiion of infurj e<5tion amgSg the peafants in Germany^ that it was 
the pea^ found necelTary to raife a ftrong army, in order to bring them 
fants, fQ x'eafon ; for they had refolved, like the Swifs^ to lhake 
oJf the yoke of their mafters, and live independent,- in the 
foritf of a republic ^ Scarce was this diflurbance quelled, 
when a new war br^ke out in the empire. George the Rich^ 
duke of Bavaria^ of the branch of Landjlmty had made his 
will in favour of rfis fon-in*law Rupert count PalatinCy foil of 
Philip the cle6lor( and tho’ he could not prevail Upon the em- 
peror to confirm ^.is difpofition, he had, fome time before 
his death, not onlypefiowed the vicariate of the Lower Ba- 
varia upon Rtipcrt^xxt alfo laid iV;”p(5lions upon the fiates 
of thefe provinces to obey that princj[e/ ^ At his death, Albert 
and Wolfgangy dnljCs of High his neareft relations 

of the branch of ^limichy had’ ontained the inveftiture of his 
dominions, Rikert pretended to the fuccefiron in con^r^ 
quence of the will, as hufband of Elizabeth y daughter of 
duke George, and becaufc the greateft part of the fiefs • /ere 
allodial. ^Albert and IVolfgang, on their fidd|,j^ffirm^^ that 
the will of George was contrary to the antient treaixes of the 
family, by W'hkh it was ftipulated, that if any prince of the 
houfe of Bavaria fhould die without male i/Tue, the neareft 
relation of' the collateral line (hould fucceed to his dominions* 
Rupert This affair was brought before the emperor, who adjudged 
count Pa- the fucccflion to collateral heirs, and Rupert , refufing to 
latine^;// abide by that fentence, was put to the ban of the empire. 
to the ban f-jis fiuhcr Philip, who was threatened with the fame penalty, 
of the em- provided hc-Jliojild ^Jpoufe the caufe of Rupert, hefitated 
for cnime betwccif nis fear and paternal affe(5fion ; at length, 
JM5wever, being encouraged with promifes of fuccour from 
France, he armed for the fupport of his fon, and underwent 
the fame punifhment from Maximilian* Armies on both 
fides immediately took the field : the emperor, who com- 
manded the firft, was accompanied by Albert and Wolfgang, 
dukes of Bavaria, Frederic margrave ^Brandenburg, and 
the bifliop of Stfnjhurg ; and invading territories of 
duke George, committed great ravages, toc.-c pofiefii^of di- 
vers cities, and meeting with a b|ay of oTi^^ps ^ItRtwpMpcrt 
had levied in Bohemia, cut theiiik in pieces lu^r Rati/Fo,h^ 
ne empe^ After this a6lion, Bfajrimilidn divided his forces, one half of 
roriakes which had ord^'S to attack the tyj-ritorics of Rupert, while 
the field the Other, headed by the emperor himfclf, marched towards 
againft Alfdce agaiiift tiie cic6tor Philip, took pofieffion of feve- 
him and / 

} SuR, in comment. Bafii *“ fupplem, in Naucler. 
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ral places In the Palatinate^ among oth^s of Kujffi^in, apd l>is fat ' 
Gcroldfeckty and compelled the eleftor fue for peace, Philip, 
XJdalrkh duke of Wirtemburg^ who was at Athe head of a fe- 
cond army, compofed of twenty thoufarid foot and eight 
hundred horfe, entered the dominions of the count Palatine, 

•burned the monafteiy of Maulbrunen, and took polTe/Tion foww/Z/irJf 
of feveral places. A third body, which had been railed by 
Alexander count Palatine^ duke of Ba-i$aria, and count of 
IVeldentz, was no other than a number o£ peafants allembled 
in a hurry, and much better adapted forVundering and ra- 
vaging the country, than for carrying a regular war. 

Thefe, however, he fent into the Palatiiate, fome towns of 
which fell into their hands ; but the ^freateft excelTes were 
committed by the for^ corps, which! deftroyed with fire 
and fword under tfi^^ondueff of/^///^l 2 landgrave of 
accompanied by Henryi^\\^^of Brinif^c, Henry duke of 
Mecklenburg, Emien count of heinengen, counts of Lif^e 
ai d Komngjlein, and feveral other noblem«i, fome of whom 
ha|i voluntarily taken arms, out of hatred to the eleiffor Pa- 
lat^, while others engaged with a view to fupport fome 
parti^ijar pt* /enfions, and a third fort embraced the fervicc 
for pay and promotion. 

During thefe operations, the eleftorPA///^ retired to his 
fortrefs of Heidelberg, a place ftrong by its fituation, defend* 
ed by good walls and towers, difficult of accefs, and provided 
with a noble train of artillery. The town was likewife well 
fortified, fupplied with provifions for three years, and the 
garrifon compofed of people determined to facrificethemfelves 
for the defence of their prince. ^ 

This invafionof the Palatinate ^veanogjl^^, at the Rupert 

end of which Rupert dying, the empero? Ordered both'^pV^ies dia ; 
to lay down their arms ; and that no perfon might htl^^e 
caufe to complain that his rights were invaded, iflued order^ 
for convoking a diet at Cologne, where the prctenfions on 
both fides IhouH be heard and confidered, and a definitive 
fentence pron</inced by tli?princes of the empire. Th^^^^dthi 
eleftor Palatii\aj^02atti. to this diet, and was by Frederic difference 
elefbjr of prefen ted to the emperor, of whom ref erred to 

alked >pard(ji^^n^ntreated peace. Maximilian received 
lij;^flf^toTavour^fnc^^ the advice of the princes of ^ 

^ipire, regulated the groditions of the treaty between Phi- 
lip and the dukes of Bai^ria, Ii^Jai^pfommodation regard \ roc.* 
was had to the children \iRupep, who, bef des the treaiures 
of duke George, were lefriiv 4 ^effion of the territories lying 

>**645fiJljAW.Pontin. Barre, torn. ii. p. •jqj. 
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between the Danupe^ the Nah^ and the antient limits of the 
Palatinate. Hisfether dominion? were* given to Jlbert and 
Wolfgang ; the old quarrel between the eledor Palatine and 
the duke of Wirtcmberg was compromifed, and, as it was 
flipulated in the treaty, that each fhould remain in pofTcflion 
of the lands and places which he had acquired during the 
war, the emperor remained maftcr of the fortrefles of Rot^ 
ienbergy Kuffjiein, and fcvcral other towns. Yet the articles 
of this peace wer^iot fully cxcciited till two years after this 
period, in the diet which wa^ held at Conjiance 

It was now ih^the treaty of was concluded, and con- 
firmed the aHiance\cfore projected between France and Au- 
flria ; an alliance bl which, iiideed^j^j^l'iy/.r XII. acquired the 
invefiiturc of Milal, but importinjj/ ^ the fame time, that 
in cafe Lewis (hoim prevent the fl^ulated marriage between 
tliepiincefs Clat/clm iiud the a|^n Jiike Charles of Luxemhitrgy 
tliibt prince Ihou|C, by way of indemnification, pofiefs 
ducliy (ji Burgmify, i\\td I\lilancfey and the county of jfi ; 
wiieicas, iliould ti.e match mifcairy through the fauw of 
Alaximilitin or of Philip pvmcc of Spain y youngjfrch- 
duke’s father, the hr)u(c o( Jn fir ia (\\ou]d cet^^tef preten- 
hons to tlic duchy of Burgundy, the /Irtois, Charolois, and 
other domains ; fo that this, at any rate, was a very impo- 
litic agreement in l.iv'is ; for by giving his daughter in mar- 
riage to Charles, he gave away Brittany as her dowry; and, 
by rcfufiiig the march, he lofl: the duchy of Burgundy, and 
Ills Italian fiefs, but this treaty was oppofed by theflatcsof 
France, with the private confeut and approbation of Lewis, 
and th e prince fs in rfiarriagc to Charles count of Jn- 

gouk^ey^r ^\ m ptX^c t ici r to the ciown. 

^&i;ring thefe traiifa^iions Jjahclla queen of Cajillc 
^tcr having left her dominions to her iiufhand Ferdinand^ 
Philip of Jlujiria lepaired to Spain with Ins wife Jane, in 
order to reign in coniuriciion with his father -ju law. Pope^M- 
liHS II. who fucceeded /]lcxa%dcr, made hi pfelf mafter of 
Bologna, wirh the aCifiviniC of Lewis avd^cai final dfhrJioife, 
and proje(fi:ed Ichemcs lor raifing a ne^w' iX. wrelgnty by force 

Mean while Philip, titular 

by death 41 Burgos, and, to the a^^nifhment of ail mankfTii^ 
appointed Lewis X II. tutor to his {oScharles, notwithfiandiqg 
the reafon liehad trTcTaibtShc fiieyfiiip and integrity of that 
monarch ; but fhis ficp w^i^he^oiilcquence of the hatred 

I1ei3s Kill:, de rEcin. I. iii. c^a 
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he bore to Ferdinand^ whom he looked'upon as a perfidious XII. tutor 
hypocrite 5 and he knew that the Flemings would never own hh/m 
the emperor as regent during his fon’s miyority. Charles* 

Nevertheless the feventeen provinces, though they 
chofe their own governors for the fpace of eighteen months, 

* finding' themfelves involved in a war with Charles duke of 
Guelderlandy^ who made great efforts to recover the whole pointi bis 
extent of his dominions, were at length obliged to yield daughter 
the regency to Maximilian^ who declared his daughter Mar* Margaret 
garet of Aitjiria their govcrnante^. \ gaffer* 

' : a veilr 1 


Though the emperor had made ; 


good accommo- 


dation with the king of France, with rr^ard to Milan, he 
could not forget theoutr^e which he thought he had recciv- 
ed from the Venetians%f^th^ part they1a6fed in that affair ; 
befides they poffeffec! 1?!^ in IJirta, to vliich he had preten- 
fions. He therefore a diet, wWe, though under 

another pretext, it was refoltVed to decllre war againft the 
re Dublic and her adherents ; and in orda* to execute this 
de/Jgii the more efieflually, he engaged in a league with 
Julius IL and the kings of France and Spain, who could 
not wh’^on.*- .‘^ret behold the Venetians in peaceable poffef- 
fion of feveral cities in the duchy of Milan, and in other 
parts of Lombardy, to which they had no other right than 
that of conquefl. But, before this alliance was made, Maxi^ 
mifian undertook an expedition into Italy, in order to op- 
pofe the progrefs of Levjis^ who was fufpefted of a defign to 
enflave that country ; he accordingly began his march with 
a contemptible number of troops, and was by the Venetians 
refufed a paffage through thei^alley of Trent ; fo that he 
w^as obliged to defift from his .-^itec*ha^gg fuftain ^ 

cd confiderable lofs in an engagem’Sht with Baii^dfimeo 
AAlviatio, the general of the republic. Thus baffled, he "Ms 
fain to conclude a truce ; and, as he was difappointed in th«> 
other part of his defign, which was his coronation at Rome, 
he, by a circuit letter, laid injiin(5lions upon all the Hates 
of the empire^o give him *t1ie appellation of Roman emperor 
cleBed, a tit hath fince been affumed by all his fuc- 

ceffe«;s, at tnd^ll^fon, in confequencs, however, of the 
pope’g 

the^r^fZi^troops^^hich had joined the Venetians, re- Maximi* 
fufed to aft offenfivelyilgaiuft the dominions of the emperor, 
the Hate of Venice fain the propofals 

Maximilian, and open\cong|^s at theix;city, where, after 


y Ajmal.de Vl^gire, t^p.ii. p. 567. 
in ChroBt*»£t ^ 


• Trithsis* 
abuadaaoe 
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tt ttee <ivU^ abundance of altercation and political craft cxcrcifcd bn both 
fte Venc fides, a feparate (treaty of truce was concluded between Maxi- 
tians. railian and the Venetians , to which Lewis XII. had liberty 
treaty acceffioii for the fpace of three months. The French 
g^Cam- incenfed at this exclufive accommodation, that, 

cluhe^^' cardinal d'Amboife, he formed the projeft' 

^ a league againft the m order to divert the re- 

Vtneti- public of all the dominions rtie had ufurped in Jtaiy from the 
ans. empire in Lomhuiily, from the kings of France and Spain 
A. D. in the MUanefedJtd Af^ugda, and from the pope in Eomagna. 
1508. ’’phis fcdieme wa^art’ciilarly reliOied by liie emperor, as ic 
hot only fhutercd\s intcrefl, but alfo his revenge ; for the 
Venetians, immediltely after the^tuice they had concluded 
with him, dccrcedla triumph to t]|* ^ general who had de- 
feated his troops ;ltn impolitic cofp^liment, which he looked 
upon as an inddiUic affront to his reputation. He 

therefore cntcred^nto the aflociation, which was effected by 
the treaty cif CarfbraVy concerted between Margaret duchefs- 
dowager of Savoy, lifter of the deceufed archduke, andJEar- 
dinal d' Anihijc, who met at that place, on pr^ence of termi- 
nating the diffcience between Charles the emp^wair' grand - 
Ion and the dw^coiGuelderland^{h), 

This 

» Me 2. Abr. Chron. tom. ii. p. 814. 

(L) The treaty or league of 
Caiibray confillcd of thefe ar- 
tic!c\s, T he pope, emperor, 
kings of Frrncp and Arra<r^y 
lhall ly Zi ■ V thcr 

in p^’^'cring the places and do- 
p^ions which the P^efjetians had 
^iurped or wrefted from them. 

Ra*i>enna, Cet^via, Faeny^a, Ri- 
mini, Imoia, and Cefuia, fliall be 
rertofed to the pope. Rivero- 
'da, ViTotm, Pudua, Viau^a, 

^Fre-njlfa, and the Ft kid, lhall 
return to the emptror. The 
king of France fiiall retrieve 
Brrfaa, Qrcma, Bergamo^ Cre- 
moua, Gieradcdda, and all the 

ancient dependencies p(^.h4»^u- ^ 

chy of Milan. "1 he kingd^ Ma^a, (hall be exhorted to 
fhall be pu? in polTeffioiN^^ge in this league. During 
fA Tram, Brindif:, Otranto, GaL vvar, neither the enpqror, 
Tif^olt, and all the ports which §r-tidffn the j¥:nce tS 

jhe Venetians occupy in the iha'pe moleft 

the 


kingdom of "Naples, Becaufe 
the emperor is bound by a truce 
for three years with the Vene* 
tians, the pope, in order to fur- ' 
nifli him with a pretence for 
breaking that treaty, lhall fum- 
mon him as avoyer of the Ro^ 
m.m church, to come and affift 
him in recovering the domini- 
ons of the ho^ fee. While the 
•iftree princes llLll attack the re- 
public w'^h tci^oral arms, hfs 
holinefs them to re- 

Hore wtiat have ufietped, 

T l^kih gs oTVhungc^ 

dulces QiSiivoy ano^ 
FerrMn^ and the mamuis of 
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Th\s league was attended with all the fuccefs that could Wr Veoc** 
be cxpe^ed ; for the emperor and the king of France wrefted tians^rj 
from the Venetians almoft all the cities wilich they poflcllcd 
in Lombardy ; nor was the pope backward in taking all that 
lay convenient for his purpoie. In a word, the Venetians ^ 

* thought themfelves fo little able to withlland this alliance, 
that they abandoned all their territories ypon the continent, i coo# 
after having loft the famous battle of Chie^ d'Adda^ in which 
their whole infantry w^as cut in pieces \ VVYhile the French 
troops, under the marflial/f^ Chaumont^ reAced one town af- 
ter another, Maximilian advanced at the Wad of his army to- 
wards Infprucky in order to attack the Vpietians ; and Chri^ 

Jiopher count FrangipafLa^ith. the duk^f of Brunfivic, who 
commanded the light tl^Vps, entering IJl^a and Frioiili, re- 
took all the places whici|<.^ad been h>ft tVe preceding year. 

The Venetians were now reaUc^cd tofuch ew/emity, that they They fend 
fent a charte blanche to the emperor, and '^plored his clcr f 
mency in the moft fubmi/five and pathetic terms. But the 
effeffs of his compallion in favour of the republic were pre- 
vented by the remonftrances of cardinal A Amboife^ who ex- 
horted hifAr- 4O feize this opportunity of reducing this infoletit 
ftate ; and, in all probability, it would now have been en- 
(laved, had not themeafures of the French Germans been 
traverfed by the king of Arragon and the pope, who would 
by no means concur in the ruin of the only power which had 
hitherto hindered thefe nations from fubduing all Italy c. 


L ^ Guicciardini, lib. viii, 
%. 83. 

the king of Arragon, with re- 
fpe 6 l to their pretenlions to 
Caftile. Maximilian (hall again 
beftovv upon Lenjuis XII, the in- 
veftiture of the duc^y of Milan, 


f Mariana, lib. xxix. 




make peace or truce with u:% 
enemy, without the concurrence 
of the red : and, in order to 
prevent the differences fubfid* 
, mg between the emperor and 
in which Brrfda, mergamo, and *^he king of Arragon, touching 
all the other d^c^c^ies of the poSellion of Caftile, from 


the Milanefe lha 
If the Republic 
courfe tQjtheir 
thje^sdfedera] 
nlieir efforts, am 


eluded, obdrufting tjie enterprizes of 
have re- the league, commiffaries (hall 
be appointed on both Tides to 
ll redou^ terminate thefe difputes in an 
fie affociaf^ amicable manner, as foon as 


(hall thenceforw^ be rcgar<l|d the the Vemtians 
as a league againil>^e Indd^ ih^be fini(hedt( 9 ). 

None of the confewates fliaH 

if ' 2 W. in izrno* Paris, 1709. tom, i. 


(9) Ser. 
Jii^. i, 50 . 


Meam 
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Cardinal McAN while Maximilian repaired to Treaty accorifpaiiicd 
d*Am- by the cardinal, who there received the ihveftiture of Mih»^ 

boife re- Jq ^be name of i^ewis XII. The league of Cambray was 
€nn>ei the j[kewife renewed ; and an interview propofcd between the 
emperor and the French king on the frontiers of the Mila- 
he the^^ Lewis kept the appointment ; but Maximilian fent an* 

excufe : then the king of France repaired the Alps with part 
Lewis of his army, kavii^g the reft under the command of Chau- 
XII. 

' ^he f.mpe- 


The f.mpe- He was no fotfcer gone than the Venetians felt their con- 
ff^-dn-vcfis rage revive. ThX An prized Padua, and retook feveral other 
Padua, places garrifoned py the troops of the emperor, who, being 
h-iit is informed of thefe panfa^tioiis, luccours of his al- 

eb'fgedto jj^g^ fj^ey reijfforced him foj|F^(5fually, that he found 
rm/e the bimfelf at the hedfi of fourfcore Jroufand men, with whom 
he entered LombJrdy by the iJicJan tains of Vicenza^ in fpitc 
of an obftinattf oppofition he fuftained from the peafaiits, 
who were devoted to the Venetians, and befieged Padua, 
which was defended fo gallantly, that he was fain to aban- 
don the enterprize and retreat to Infpruck. w 
He enn- Florentines, knowing that his financcNwarrt^uite ex- 

frm the hauftcd, took this opportunity of buying their peace with 
fri^Ahges him ; and, in confideration of forty thoufand crowns of gold, 
•/Flo. he not only granted them an amnefty of all their revolts, 
fence, but even confirmed tlieir privileges in the moft ample 
form 

The republic of Fenice foon retrieved its lofs, and became n 
more powerful than ever ; for, .when their arms failed, they i 
had ixcoui f g^4p t^^»/^licy, reconciled themfelves to the 

Z ^noi^Rome, cflPecled a breach between the king 
France and the pope, who now openly efpoufed their 
fe. 


7hepape Jui.ixjs, Order to weaken counfelled the 

enaies iians to accommodate matters with the emperor, and he 
unhcccjf- himfelf undertook the office^f mcdiator\ The conferences 
fu^ef:G*-ts were opened in a commandeiie, nca!y5ca/A; andtheiepub- 
fijjnttiia- confeious of Maximilian s avarici&w^poverty, offered 
‘be reimburfc him for the exp^t^f the war which 

fmpeeer inclined, but aifo to equi- 

emifte ralein to whai Fmnce had cj^nded orfVh^«farae oShi^ptK 
Veneti- But, as they rcfnf ed lo, m rt with* zizw, Trcj^fi/o, and FicenSST" 
ans. he rejefted th> ' jiTopolal^ and/ade. amf'.it of having ma- 
nifefied this ailintcrefled with j^ie diet allembled at 

Augsburg, which approved t^iis intenr^n to re-efiublifh the 


authority 



m 
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SLUthority of the empire in Italy (M), 'and promifed tofnp- 
port him in the execution of that defign, towards which he 
borrowed one hundred and fifty thoufand crowns of the king 
of France y upon a mortgage of the town of JVa/legio, 

Then he regulated with Lewis the operations of the en- A, D, 
fuing campaign, and having, without cfieft, demanded fuc- 1510* 
cours of the king of Arragon and the po^p, as his confede- ar* 
rates, he appointed the count de Hajmu !his general in Ita- of the 

ly, and ordered a body of troops to aflen»le in the neigh- ^^peror , 
bourhood of Verona. There being joined lly the French un- 
der the marilial de Chaumonty they pafljt'd the Fo and the 
Adige, and took Vicenza, which the inhabitants redeemed 
from pillage. In a wr-d^,' they reduced a great number 
places, and filled the*w>\ble country witlA carnage and <^oxir and piake 
fiernation ; but Chnumoip-^dvikA to affilXthe Germans \Vi ccnjldera* 
the ficge of Padua, and a mifunderftandin^ happening be- hie pro^ 
tween Maximilian and Lewis, it was thought necefTary togri/s, 
confirm their league by a new treaty, in confcquence df 
which the armies afted with more vigour and unanimity, 

Maximili/ M was now fo well convinced of the French 
king’s fine'enty and afFe<Tion, that he fubmitted his difputes 
with Ferdinand to his arbitration. This prince had, by the 
intrigues of cardinal Ximenes, fecured himfelf in the poflef- 
fion of the whole kingdom, and the emperor had no friends 
in Spain but a few noblemen who were diflatisfied at the ad* 
miniftration. Neverthelefs, Ferdinand agreed that the king 
of France ihoiild be umpire of the conteft, which he termi- 


nated in an amicable manner ; pnQnouncing that the king of 
^Arragon fhould govern Caftile untiK/^’h^ aF=^duk^ ^paries 
fhould have attained his twentieth 'yeai^t that this young 
prince fhould not afTume the title of king till the death of hjl 
mother ; and that the male children which Ferdinand might 
have by his fecond marriage fhould have no pretcnlions to 
the kingdom of C^ile. 

By this arbitration Lewis tfJSfught to have attached Ferdi^ 
7 iand to his inteaft,y2J^at leafl to have hindered him from 
joining the po{^^>^!iu French nation. • Bui he wasde* 

waSBiTt 

anew 

Glared a free imperial town; 
dependent of theVoufe of 
demhurg, the p 
which w^e referred 


ifions 
the de- 
Leri 


This event was "the more re- 
markable, as the city of Ham* 
hurghj^,^ for three hundred 
ye^^jfdifpoted the fovercignty 
'fts terricorit;^ with the kings 
foi Denmark and the counts of 
Sebawemhourg ( lo). 
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^he pope ceived : the king of Arragon had already concluded *a fecret 
declares treaty with Julius, wlio bellowed upon him the inveftiture of 
the kingdom of ^Naples, and afterwards declared war againft 

againft 

on pretence of his having refuled to cede fome towns, 
which the holy fee hiid forae pretenfions ; and the duke 
Ferrara ^ Ferrara, as the French king’s ally, was included in this 
declaration. 

The kingof Lewis, incenfiSl at his prefumptlon, as well as alarmed at 
France his prepara tions/and attempts to turn upon him thofe arms 
concludes a that were intended to check the progrefs of the Turks, allied 
himfelf ftill mor^ ftrongly to Maximilian by a new treaty, 
co^icluded at Blois, and convoked an aiTcmbly of the clprgy, 

.y to inquire liow far he ought to rsfcft the fpiritual power of 
3 Cimi ran , church, whicli the pope exei^i&l fo unjuflly. The af- 
fembly declared, ^lat if the po^Ju^^onld unjuftly attack any 
Chriftiaii prince Zi his tenipotamics, he might in confcquencc 
defend them tjy force of arms ; that Leivis might, on this 
occafion, re-eJftablilh the pragmatic fanftion, and infih: upon 
the common rights of mankind, according to the decrees of 
the council of Bajil. 

tuxilo forms This declaration was equally agreeable to the 
a dejign of \Lmgmd Maximilian, who had projefted afehemefor calling 
fiscceedlag a general council to try and depofe Julius, whom he himfelf 
J ulias in nieant to fucceed in the papacy. In order to accomplifli this 
tuepapaej, refolvfd to borrow a Large fum of money from the 

fuggers, who were the richeft merchants in all Germany, to \ 
buy the votes of the cardinals ; and Jic propofed to pawn hisd 
imperial ornaments, and to make over to thefe traders 
third of the revenue^Q^^’ihc holy fee, until the whole debf ' 
IhouKt be 11quTa:i<^ 

^ This fcheme, however, he kept very fecret from every 
body but a few particular friends ; tliough that he intend- 
ed to put it in execution appears from ibme pf his own let- 
ters (N). 


Max IAN. lib. xxijjL n. Sd 




(N) In the c^bllefrion pub- 
lifhed by Mr. Godefroi, we find 
a letter of Maximilian, writ in 
thefe words : “ Quod, quando 
ipfe intelligis, jn|i wwi^ecu. 
•• ni» fumma ^U3B impen^Ljda 
** erit, geri atque effici 
pofle, vifum nobis eft e 
** fore noftri propofiti, ut car-^ 
•* dinalibus &j)rocejibus ah]s 


“ Koman^ ad re>»noftra$ 
J^prrrnjJry^ygimus. polH^ 
ceamurVa(y^onde^*h;^ ter 
^centum m^ia ducatonmi^itf 
‘xfuggeris J^utuandorum & 
w Roma air eorundem pannel- 
cha ayonllitutum diem prse- 
“ fentajMorum . .a.' . . Op- 
flli fja^ 

1; f*2®flr^niori) cleno- 
“ dioruiT 
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Mean while the pope proceeded to hoftiUtles againft the 
duke of Ferrara, and, being joined by troops from Naples , 
made a very confiderable progrefs, though fie ran the riik of 
hiiving his perfon feized, firft by Chaumont, and afterwards 
by the chevalier Bayard, 

The emperor and the king of France fent ambafladors to TNempe^ 
Burgos, to complain of Ferdinands having infringed the league 
of Cambray, and to exhort him to join for the convocation of 
a council : but that prince, jealous of thdr\owcr, and dread^ 
ing their influence in Italy, anfwercd ve^ coldly on both 
thefe fubjefts ; though he privately empit)yed all his endea- 
vours to detach Maximilian from the interefts of Lewis, king of 
which he demoiiftratcd to 'be incompatible with thofe of the Arragon, 
emperor. Thefe fugg^lions had great weight with Maxi- n.vhoendca-> 
milian, who was perl uad|.<^ to leave his caVe to the determi- to 
nation of a general aflembly to be held Vit%Mantua, and 
intreated the king of France to fend a mini.fl:er to that con- 
giefs. Though Lewis was very much chagrined to find his 
ally amufed by fiich an expedient, in themidft of their con- 
quefls in Italy, he did not think proper to Cgnify his dif- Jeon^rrfs 
gull, by which means he might intail the whole burden of the ^/Mantua, 
war upon himfelf, but fent the bilhop of Paris to Mantua, 
where he found Matthew Laugh, bilhop of Curck, the em- 
peror’s plenipotentiary, accompanied by the embalTadors of 
Ferdinand. 

Julius, who was then at Ravenna, being defirous of 
founding the bilhop of Curck, and, if polfiblc, ofwinnipg him 
^over to his interefl, found means, jby his emilTaries, to induce 
that prelate to vifit him at i?< 7 / 9 ^«a>vwhere he employed all 
his artifice to engage him in his interclt, u.id even cajoled him 
with the promife of a cardinal’s hat ; but he found Langh 
unlhaken and incorruptible : and while he amufed him with 
conferences touching a general pacification, attempted to fur- 
prize Genoa, whUher he fent the bilhop of Ventimiglia in 
difguife* This Irelatc, however, was difeovered in driving 
a troop of oxenf and ^ his accomplices put to death. The 
billiop of 6'2/rr/ n*j^incd at this perfidy, broke up the con- 
grefs*at Afa/2\|feY\vhilc Lewis purfued his advantages in 

diorum nollr\uni pretiewo- ** cujus nos, poll 

“ res quatuor cin^, uiia p\j- “ j^uptum papatum, non am- 
** ter cum pallio^^veftiturSi lj«^liuserit,ut<jpus habeamus.” 

“ qui nOB ad fed ad^&c. (ii). 

'■ m 

(n) Lettrii 7z6, tm , iv, ff, i tm^ iv. 


This 
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'A council This fruitlefs effort, however, was fucceeded by a council 

at Pifa. at Pifa, convoked at the defire of the French king, under the 
A* D. proteftion of the 'emperor, though Maximilian did not fend 
* 5 * ' • thither any ambaffador, nor did any German bifhop affift at 
the affembly. Indeed by this time the emperor was greatly 
cooled in his friendfiiip for Lewis y who, though he perceived 
his indifterence, fiill dreaded the thought of feeing him among 
the number of his&nemies ; and therefore not only overlook* 
ed his ncgleff, Imt cultivated his good graces with the utmoft 
afiiduity ; for, >|hile Ferdinand pnlhd off the mafic, by fend- 
ing troops to Na^eSy in order to hinder an exclufive accom- 
modation between France and the pope, Lewis engaged in a 
1 51 2. new treaty with the emperor, and fept his general la Palkcy 
Lewis with a body of forces, to join th^mpcrial troops, and im- 
theAommands of Ijff^iXimiliany who would not 
toot ^ perfon, but reinforced the French general 

under IsL thoufand men, anddefired him to diflodge theF<?- 

Palicc to jftrong polls which they occupied. In obe- 

obey the diencc to thefe orders, he attacked and routed the enemy, 
emperor ; compelled the towns of the Frin/i to fubmit, made himfelf 
they defeat mafter of the GraditZy and reduced Cajlel Novoy for the be- 
thc Vene- nefit of the emperor, who, notwithftanding thefe conquefis, 
tians, and feemed to be flill diffitisfied, becaufe he would not under- 
rcd'ice a take to befiege Trevifa with fuch a fmall army, but retired 
number of duchy of Milan. 

kings of England Arragouy taking advantage of 
^/Knrr'^’’ difeontent, flrongly follicited him to join in the leagued 
land rtW conclude^ againfl France -y and in the mean,^ 

Arragon ne^ti^jg^ months between him and the 

endca<-uour republic of proiuifed to furnifii him with troops 

iodrtach and money to conquer the Milanefcy and fubdue the duke of 
Maxing- Guelder land. 

li’Aii from g-j aggered by thefe infinuations, he incluflrioiifly fought 

o/Vewis France : he loudiv complained that 

reaped no advantage from the league of Cambray ; 

in alu^ne incontellable 

^ifh than Trevifa yid Padua wete fill] i ands of the Vc- 

agluft nctinnsy while Verona wms mortgaged to|lV^kiiig of Trance. 
Prance. He demanded that thefe placosJlTOfiW^ fin* him 

at the expenreoflexy/r ; that the%^^d dangfftcrpf 

Franccy Ihould marQUlje iiifantrr/c/ozn;?^/, /younger brother 
to the archduke Charh^^^^d tj^it Biirgtmdy fhould be dif- 
membered from FrancCy as\;a* Bowry. ^e meaning of thefe 
and orher exnavagint pioj^fub was^l/ilnly di/j^rned by 
LezuVy \vho thought fit to V 

amufe Max milian \vith^jji^’bii|fh^ ^fi/vlh^and crowns ; 

notwithftanding 
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notwithdanding which, this prince engaged in the league 
againft France ^ ; fo that Lewis was left alone to fuflain the Lewis 
burden of the war* Even then he made a ftrong effort, and forfakm 
fct on foot a powerful army, the command of which was h 
given to Gajion de Foix, who, upon Eqfter^day^ obtained a ' 
iignal viflory over the confederates near Ravenna ; but it 
coft him fo dear, that the affairs of France were in as bad a fi- 
tuation as if he had loft the battle, and, ^ crown the misfor- 
tune, the Englifh at that time declared ^ainft LewiSy who, 
being obliged to quit all his advantages orrthis fide, in order ^ j^. 

to defend his own dominions, Milan^ and all that he had con- 
quered in Italy, fell. a prey to bis enemies. 

Ferdinand, taking the advantage of this conjunfture, conquefis 
wrefted the kingdom of Navarre {torn John of the houfe of|» Italy. 
Albert, its lawful pofleflbf, and afterwards endeavoured to A.D. 
find out a title to defend his ufurpatioro^. All his right, 1512. 
however, confifted in a pretended bull, which the pope had Ferdinand 
unjuftly fulminated againft John, on account of his adher- «/Spain 
ence to the king of France, whom Julius had alfo exdommu--^?*^'J^^*’ 
nicated ; and even this flender pretence was an authority 
ex poji fa^o ; for the invafion happened in June^^Ludi the bull 
was not publifhed till July, 

Tme condition of Lewis XIL was now really deplorable : 
for though he found means to make peace with the Veneti^ 
ans, he was invaded on one fide by the Swifs, and on the 
other by the Etiglipj, who had denounced war againft him, at 
the iiiftigation of Ferdinand, and who were joined in Picardy 
by the forces of Maximilian, yhere they obtained a victory 
over the French, well kno\^irt)(^i ^ name of the battle of the 
fpurs > ’ 

The fuccefs of the confederates was in a great menfure The pope 
owing to a reinforcement of Swifs that joined the Vcnctians^^coTrfcrs on 
and were for this fervice complimented by the pope with the fhe Swifs 
title of Defenders of the Holy See : but the emperor gained ^he title n} 
very little by ilfeir good foriane ; for the allies became jea- ^cf^nders 
lous of hi9jpo;^/er, refolvcd, at all events, to exclude him „ '’1 
from ihe'^^bCeili^.fbf the which he deftined as an ® y 

eftjfblifhmentj^,^his granflfon Ferdinand. 

In vaiu^ia Curck, at an alTembly held in ^ congreji 

Mantua, his majXr’s pretenfions to that duchy ; the ^ 

pope’s depul^ and ihe^w fs infilled upon its being reftored 
to the family \^JLhe Sfod\eis ; and, after much altercation and 
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fhe^enipe- 
rors mi^ 
fiifler 
Jbllicits 
the pope to 
take Max- 
imilian ai 
his coad* 
juior. 


THe /ffijofy of Gtrtximf. C* f il 
debates. It was agreed that Maximilian Sforza (hotild "receive 
the inveftiture. But other difputcs ftiil remaining betweea 
the emperor and the Venetians y as well as between the pope 
and the emperor, touching the po/iyfion Of ihofe towns 
which they had fcrerally conquered during the war^ a con- 
grefs was opened at Romey to terminate thefe conqiiefls. 
The towns fubdn’ed by the pope in the exarchate of Raven* 
na remained in pofSflion of the holy fee, qualified by a claufc 
in thefe words, •without prejudice to the rit^hts of the empire. 
But the Venetians^ vtfvi(ing to do homi;;e to the emperor for 
Padiiay Trevifay Brefciay BergamOy and Cremay and infifting 
upon his rertoring the places he had conquered in their do- 
minions, the pope declared againft them, and entered into 
an aflbeiation with Maximiliany whom hc'^undcrtook to alTift 
With fpiritual as well 2S tempoial arms. This affair being 
fettled, the bifhojf of Giirck imparted to jiiliUs his mailer’s 
defjgn with refpedl to the papacy, and intreated his holinefs 
to take that prince as hiS coadjutor ; but this propofal the 
pope abfoliitely reje(n:ed, although the king of Arragon had 
promifed to fupport Alaximilian's pretenfions : nor could a 
fuflicient party be made among the cardinals toenfurchis 
fucceffion* (0). 

Julius 


^ Marian. lib, L. c. 3, 


(0) There is a letter pre- 
ferved in GodefroV^ colleftion, 
from the emperor to his daughr 
titt Margpret, in thefe 

Tres-chiere, fetres-aimee 
fillc, Je’ entendu favis qoe 
A* vous m’avezdonnc par G?o’/- 
lam. Pengun, notre garderobes 
^ vyefsjdont nous avons encore 
mias penfe defus. 

“ Et ne trouvonS point pour 
nulle refun bon, que nous 
nous devorrs franchcincnt ma- 
“ rier, maes avons plus avant 
mys notre deliberation & vo- 
lunte de }ames plus banter 
** faemnue. 

“ Etenvoyons defiiain Monf. 

** de Gurce cvefque a Rome de* 
vers le pape, pour trouver 
fa.chon que nous puyfliins ac- 
colder, avec ly de nous pren- 
« drt pour ung eqadijateur, aGjau- 


** qu’apres fa mort pouruns 
edre lHure de avoer le papat, 
** devenir preilre Sc apres 
eftre faint, & que yl vous fera 
“ de neceflite que apres ma 
“ xnort vous fertz cpntraint de 
“ me adorer, done jc me troa- 
“ vcrce bicn gloryoes. 

“ Jc envoye fur ce ungpofle 
devers Ic d" Aragon, pour 

“ ly pricr quXno'us voulle ay- 
“ dcr ]J^r a c)i,parvenir, dont 
** yl ed juri?»^ntent, moynant 
“ que religry^nrprrc a liotrc 
“ de fela aul- 

jeme ^htcntc. Le 

pie & gent Aomes de Ro?!t^ 
t fact uj^ alliance con- 
ies & Efpalgnnsy 

ont xjT Cl. combat^amf & 
il veo- 
ius, pboff-' 
papa ^ ma 




C* ii^ fki 

Julius did not longTurrive this rdfiifsl, and was(\lcteed^ 
ed by thetardinal A MffdtM, *who sfTdmcd the nabe of I 
X. the great patron of the liberal arts and fdences. " 

Mean while the war continued in the north of Gennainy^ 
between fohn king of Denmark and the bans to^ns, which 
•fiippwled the Swedes in their revolt : he foUidtcd the aflift- 
anceof the kings of England mA ScetlaniL while Ae regency Dcnm^ 
of implored the proteftion of thefemperor, who had 
laid injimflions upon the princes of JUwA Saxmy to defend 
the bans towns againft the king of Denmark \ and the ^®***^^ ^ 
fame time forbad John to interrupt their commerce. His 
Danijb majefty, however, without pajiug the Icaft regard to 
the prohibition, equipped a powerful fket. With which he 
made prize of thdr^elfels, and they fitted out another^ With 
-wl^ich they assumed and ravaged the coaAs of hiS domini- 
ons. '"'riAS piratical war continued near ^three years, Until 
theiegency of Ltibec^ finding themfdves impoverilhcd by the 
interruption of their trade, fued for peace, and the treaty •whjin 
was concluded at Flenshourg^ in coiifequencc of which 
bans towns undertook to afiift John in aflerting his right to 
the crown of Sweden, But that monarch died foon after 
this pacification, and was fucceeded by his fon Chrijlian 
111 K 



During thefe commotions in the north, the pope, the 
emperor, and the kings of England and Jrragon, formed a 
league againft Lewis, who makes peace with the Venetians^ 
aad-TCinferres their army ; and the operations of war rc- 

* HuiTFi:t>J^.jDan. tom. vli. 


pofie, & du Tempire 
“ fnaigne, U ne voulunt avoer 
“ ne Francos, Arragpnes, ne 
“ mains, null Venccien. 

Je commence auffi prafli- 
“ kcr les cardineaux ; dont 
“ C. ou iij. C. jnyllc djjic-is me 
** ferunt un grand f»fvice, 

“ veque la^ar'/i^te qui tft 
” deja entre-?*.*^j. 

Le Roi iti^rrayon a mandq a 
** fon ambaitaddor, que y 1 ' ^ulc 
** comandcr aux cardiiyulx 
JJj^aignos, qti<^ yl veulcm fa- 
norifer le papat. a nous. 

^ vous |kid» tenir cette 
** ptonu bien 

, Mod. Hist. Voi.xx/x. 


en briefPjours,'je crdtis qtiU 
<* yl fault que tout le monde le 
fache, car bkn mal^Hi pQf*« 
fible de prafiiker nng tel fy 
grand matere feorcteiliesit* 
pour laquell yl fault aVoer de 
cant de gens, k de argent 
“ tuccurs k pratlkc ; k a Diu* 
‘‘ fact de la main de votre bod 
* ‘ perc MaximtUatius ftttur pape, 

•* It XV 1 1 1 . joof de Setmhre, 

** Le papa ^ ancore les vye« 

** vers dubis, k ne penlchm^^ 

** ment fy vre. La fttferipfiony 
** a ma borfhe fille rarclicdn* 

“ chtffe d'Ojhke, doaar^ dt 
** Sanjv^e, &€. cTi fcs maim*" 

K eoBmwti 
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Francis 1. 
'makes 
peace ^ivVih 
Maximi- 
lian. 

A.D. 

1515. 


He defeats 
the Svvifs 
at Marig- 
Jian» 


Recover* 

theMWz- 

nefe 

•without 

further 

oppojition. 
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commenced in Italy ^ while Henry Vni. of England vazAt % 
defeent in Picardy , and gained the battle of Ouinegatef at 
which Maximilian ferved in his army as a volunteer, for one 
hundred crowns a day. 

This war continued till the death of Lewis, when Francis 
1. who lucceeded h»m on the throne, found it his intereft to 
make an accommodation with the emperor ; and this he the 
more cafily obtain^, as the difturbances which at that time 
happened among/ feveral princes of the empire hindered 
Maximilian fronrbeflowing his attention upon foreign af- 
fairs ; and he was moreover follicitous about the fetllement 
of his family, being then aftually employed in a negotiation 
for matching the Infanta Mary his grand-daughter, wiih 
Lewis, eldett fon of Ladijlaus king of Him^ary \ This mar- 
riage was accordingly folemnized at ViemifY as the psi ' 
ties were very young, the confummation wa?defa*ie‘J' 'until 
they fhould attain a riper age. 

Francis having eftablilhed a good underftanding with 
the emperor, he alfo concluded a treaty of peace with the 
Engiyjj'And the Venetians, and, thus fccure from thefe quar- 
ters, he made preparations for re- conquering the Milanefe, 
of which Maximilian Sforza, fon of the late duke, had pof- 
feflcd himfelf, by the affiftance of the Swifs. Having entered 
Italy with a powful army, he gained fome confiderablc ad- 
vantages over the enemy; and meeting the army, which 
had come to the fuccour of the duke of Milan, gave them 
battle near Marignan, The engagement was*Tcry -bloody, 
and fo obftinate, that night alone c^jid part the combatants. 
Next morning both fides rctqr^d^o the charge, and fought 
with gdreat until,^Iie Swifs, hearing that the Venetian 
army was come the affiftance of the king, were fo alarmed, 
that they began to give ground, and, in the confufion which 
neceflarily enfued, were ali cut in pieces. Next day after 
this viftory, Fraticis attacked and carried the city of Milan, 
but he would not make his entrance, until the duke, who had 
retired into the callJe, (lioulcrtiave Surrendered and fubmitted 
to the la\^a,pf the conqueror. SforzcFyv^a^ accordingly oblig- 
ed to renounce his duchy and tftle, in c7]l:15/iefAtion of a fum 


of money and a penfion for lif e, to be fp^/ti^ in France, or 
wherefoever the king fhould t^nk fit to^li.^^is refidence. 
This treaty being figned, he evacitated the raftle, and all op- 

1 TtM ..../'I _ 3. L ? /'ll' 


i.^^is refidence. 

^ , iftle, and all op- 

pofilion being npw removed, F^ncis eafily made himfelf 
xnafter of that y hole ftate*n. J ^ ^ 

* Dubrarv. Rcr. Boem. J. xxxii Sambj^.lTn opp. ^^4! Bonfin* 
•Cuicc.l.m Belcaji. J.xv. 

‘ Bt 
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Br this rapidity of conqueft, Maximilian was fo much Maht an 
alarmed, that he refolved to Aop his proacefs, and, for that Mance 
purpofe, to march into Italy with anarm^^f thirty thonfand 
men. Francis y that he might be the more able to 
this ftorrn, had recourfe to the alliance oV pope Leo X. with 
whom he had an interview at Bolognay wh(^‘ a treaty of peace 
was figned, and no fooner ratified, than «ie king gave the 
necefiary orders for the defence of his Milcmefe conqueft, and 
returned into France, The pope engaged in this league 
partly through fear of Francis y who, being viflorious and 
formidable, was not to be refufed, and partly becaufe Ferdi- 
nand king of S^ain being infirm, and Charles his grand/bn 
and heir apparent yery young and unexperienced, he could 
not much dep^rd'upon them or their allies. 

All that "‘the emperor could do when arrived in Lorn- Maximi- 
hardyy was to befiege in the city of Milan the confiable duke 
of BoiirboHy whom Francis I. had left for the defence of his 
conqueft, and who had abandoned the open fields to the 
emperor, and retired into the city. Maximiliany after having 
blocked the place for fome weeks, began to be in want of pro- 
vifion. He alfo underftood that Ladijlavs king of Hungary 
wag taken very ill, and that the French were reinforced by 
twelve thoufand Swifs ; for which reafons he interrupted 
his operations, raifeJ theiiegc, and vctmncdto Germany {V). 
Ferdinand king of SJjain dying about the fame time, he found 
itaiecellafy Y6‘ihid Jw;^nce who was ihoxim Flanders^ 

to take pofieiiion of thlft ,jkingdom, of which he was heirj 

‘X, ^ ' 

" Guicc. ubi fupra. ^ 

(P) It was at this period that guelTed the meaning of thefe 
being in great want advances, and remitted him a 
of money, began to cajole Hf? 2 ry fum of money, in hope of be- 
VIII. of England with a pro- *ing one day to profit by his of- 
mife of ceding the ir^pcrial fers: but, when he 'Afterwards 
throne in his favour, ar'd a^lu- ‘propofed an interview with the 
ally <je(ired t]^ ambaf- emperor m the Lonu Countries y 

fador to let hMcvereign know, where this affair might be tranf- 
thatil//iAr/»»///k/ir would afiemble ailed, Maximilian declined the 
a diet at T riers to^regulate this conference, and, after fome eva- 
important affair, and thatahe five excufes, plainly told the 
wouW^after ward s acco m p^ny Englijh ambSffadors, that he had 
to jfvhere he fhou^ refolved to rjafe his grandfon 

be downed, an^Lafilft him in Charles to the imperial throne 
conquering the Henry (la). 

(la) Lett, eU Louis XII. ttm, iv. 


K k 'i 
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and that he might have a free paflage through Max- 

imilian vns advifed to make peace with Francis^ who, by 
the articles of th?yeaty, remained in the peaceable poflef- 
A. D. fion of his Italian cofcqueft. In this treaty, which was con- 
>5*7* eluded at Noyon bAween the king of Fra7tce and prince. 
Jccommo- Charles, it was flip Jated, that this laft fhould marry Louifa, 
the eldeft daughte/of Francis, or, llie failing, the fecond, 
^'^^^provided a fccond i^ould be born ; if this fliould not happen, 
Frlnc^/ efpoufe Renee, the queen’s filler, whofe dowry 

^ ^ ‘ ftould be that part of the kingdom of Naples to which the 

king had pretehfions, with a reveifion in his favour in de- 
fault of iffue I that Charles fhould pay annually ioo,ooq 
crowns for the maintenance of the princefs, and reftore in 
fix months Navarre to Henry (tAlbretr^\h^^m{c the king 
fhould be at liberty to aflift him 

The ertgitt In this place will be necefTary to mention the circum- 
4 ^Lu- fiance which gave rife to the reformation of Luther, which 
thcr’j doc- yyjis attended with fuch confiderable events through the 
whole empire of Germany. Pope Leo X. intending to finifh 
the church of St. Peter at Rome, which was begun by his 
predecefTor, and being in want of money for this purpofc, 
as well as for defraying the expence of a war which he had 
projefted agalnft the turk, he imagined that the readieft 
and fureft expedient for raifing contributions among the na- 
tions of Chriftendom, would be to grant plenary indulgences, , 
He therefore fent his bulls to Albert, Me, tU, with ^ 

orders to publifh them in C^rw^njW^nd that prelate ap- 
pointed^people to diftributa^thejjimilgences, and receive the 
money ,#vhile heJaid injunftions on John Chatel, a Dominican, 
and inquilitor of IIjk; faith in Germany, and the brothers of 
Ahufes his order, to preach up the merits of this contribution. The 
committed diredlors of this coHe^ion committed fuch abufes in difiri- 
kytbe Do- buting thofe remifTions, and the Dominicans behaved with 
minicans. exceffive indiferetion in magnifying their power, that 
the whqjikempire was fcandafized at j.heir proceedings (Q^). 


» MszERAir Abrege Chronolog, tomii. 

(Q-) This cominiflton ooght hert, archbiilkip o? Mtnt%, whe- 
to have been granted to the Au- thA by his own authority, or by 
^ufiines of Germany, according o^der of the 
to the conventfon which had if upon the QL^as 

made among the four or- no longer ammple dolleciion. 
ders pf mendicants. Notwhh- Offices were Ivcfy-wh^Srefct up, 
Aonding which ^reement, AL even in the houlcs of publicans. 
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Tbe Auguftines, jeabus of the honour cooferred upon the 
order of Z)(wwmVa«r, who had been preferred to on 
this occafion, and defirous of (haring iMhe profit of the* 
contributions, openly declared themfelvfc againll their pro- 
pecdings, and pretended to refute whi they advanced, as 
the efFeft of extravagant and mifguided fcal. John Stuipitx, JohnStul- 
vjcar-generalof thsAuguflines, being fu^rted by the elpc- ya.n>penfy 
tor of Saxony, who had a particular r3|ard for him, was 
the firft who openly attacked the fermonsof the DamnKans,*^‘‘^ 
and the abufes which were committed in the diftribution of 
the indulgences. In order to fortify himfelf againft'fuch a 
ftrong party, hechofe for hiscoll^ueMar//«iaf/,tfr, whom *, 
he looked upon to be the moft capable of all the monks and V 
doaors of tlm univerfity of Wittemberg, to which he . 
belonged . ..,£.ccordiDgly this new aflbeiate propofed abund- 
ance of thefes, wluch he fupported with great fpirit and 
ftrength of argument againft indulgences and the pope’s au- 
thority ; fo as that his doarines were embraced by great 
numl«rs, and the other order immediately took the alarm. 

Nothing more was required to form two powerful faaipns*. 

John Thetzel, in oppofition to Luther, advanced other thefes 
at Frankfort upon the Order, in defence of the pope and his 
proceedings, and carried things to fuch extremity, as to con- 
demn, in quality of inquifitor, the writings oS Luther to the 
flames. Martin, who was of a warm and enterprifing tern- 1 
j)er, far frojQ,h«feg intimidated by the condud of the in- 
qmfitor, maintainedv.^^ liter.ary war. againft him,' while his ,:,8 
ddciples burned, in the’.- turn,, the writings of thk Domini. ^ 
can zt Wittemberg. Thus both parties wpre hcat^ into the 
moft virulent altercation, though neithet^^as yet, withdrew 
th'emfelves from their obedience to the church of Rome r. 

True it is, the Dominicans reinforced their fide of the difput» 
with underhand negotiation, and ftrongly follicited the pope 
to condemn their antagonifts. Uo, who could not r^ufe 
his proteftion to an order which had laboured fq,/?flrea«a|ly 


842. Spond. Contin. BARou.tom.iii.p, 3. 

^ . n 

to his own particular occafions, 
bis own finanecs „ being sdmfuft 
exhaufted by the prefenti be had 
inade to his relations and cour- 
tiers, and tne penfions he bihh 
ftowed on learned men (i). 


r Idera^ 

where the^Hedors confumed in 
debauchery a g,eat part of the 
money produced from thu traf- 
fidepf^facred treafurcs of the 
moreover,%v'ell 
Aown^fflMbe pope applied 
CQnfid^able fu|is of this money 




and 
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Tope Leo and with fuch fervour, in his interefls, fummoned Luther to 
cites Lu- appear at Rome in fixty days, to be tried by judges whom he 
tber to ap- appointed for the pTbjpofe. At the fame time the Dominicans 
fear at preffed the emperor declare againit their adverfaries ; but 
Rome. that* prince was too ' lify in fini/hing his accommodation with * 
France^ to intermedjle in a bufinefs, which he confidcred as 
a petty quarrel air 'rtg monks. The troubles of Hungary 
feemed to him a md ter of much more confequence, and in- 
deed demanded his whole attention in fettling tliofe affairs 
that concerned the guardianfhip of king Lewis, who was at 
that time no more than ten years of age Neverthelefs, as 

foon as the emperor had terminated thefe two negotia- 
tions, he refolved not only to re-eftablifli the tranqiilUiiy 
of the empire, which thofe religious cfHptirt^ had begun 
to fhakc, but alfo to regulate the domcflic coJlrcms of his 
own family, as he perceived his ftrength beginning to decay. 
Maximi- With this double view he convoked a diet at Augfhurg^ 
lian de- where the firff flep he topk, was to recommend his grandfon 
jires the Charles in the flrongefl manner to the elcdlors, whom he 
cultivated with all forts of good offices and marks oflibera- 
nounee fen- in Order to engage them to choofe that young prince 
^the^afah fucceffor in the empire. As the Dominicans gave 

c/l/uthcr refpitc in the affair of Luthery he was obliged, in 

^ 'order to fatisfy them, to fummon Martin to appear a/t that 
diet 5 he even furnifhed him with a ftfe-condiuff, without 
waiting for the anfwer of a letter, which^'Hhied^eginning-of' 
that meeting, he had, with the advice^f the ftates, writ to 
the popejbcfeeching him to pronjMtfice a definitive fentence, 
which wds like ta involve the empire in trouble and confu- 
^jjbieh is fion. The eleftcc ^of Saxony, and the univerfity of Wittepi- 
commtted i^^rg, had alfo intreated his holinefs to rctraff the citation 
to the he had formerly fent to Luther, and to confent that 

fhould be tranfafled by cardinal Cajetan, who 
Cajetan. Germany, and aflually prefent 

Luther * diej^ Luther being thus excufed from going to Rme^ 

appears at repaired to Augsburg and prefeAted himfelf befoiC the cardi- 
Augf- nal, under favour of the emperor’s fafe-condi¥^/ Then, 
burg 5 re^ inftead of retracing, he undertook to defend fti&Mo^lrines 
tires in the vitbich he advanced in his writings; but tlit his in- 
night, and tentions might not be miftaken, he, in prefence of wit- 
^pea/s neffes, made a voluntary proteftatifo before a notary, im- 
from the porting, that he \gouldfubmit to tl^judgmen;.o£ 
hinifclf to other univerfities, and rctra* 

^ foon as they fhould appear to his own convii^on. " The le- 


* Hsms Hift. de rEmpire, liv. iii. c. 3. 
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gate, however, ftill continuing to prefs him to a recantation, 
and even mixing threats with his remonftrances,, Luther be- 
gan to be afraid of being apprehended, and retired in the 
night, after having, by a writing fixed in a public place, 
appealed from the l^ate to the pope. I He at the fame time 
•wrote to Leo^ complaining of the harfh nfage he had received 
from the cardinal, who was juftly acculYi of partiality in fa- 
vour of the Dominican order, to which hi himfelf belonged a. 

I N the mean time Maximilian canvaRed for the ele^bion The 
of his grandfon Charles % but as there was no precedent rerpro- 
for creating a king of the Romans before the emperor's hit 
coronation at Rome, the pope was follicited to fend a legate 
into Germany with the crown, and other imperial ornaments, ^ 
to perform that ceremony in the name of his holinefs. Not-*' 
withftanding the intrigues of the king of France among the 
princes of the empire, as well as his efforts with the pope, 
whom he endeavoured to engage in an oppofition to this elec- 
tion, by reprefenting bow formidable Charles muff be, fhould 
he fucceed to the imperial throne; I fay, notwithilanding 
thefe endeavours, the emperor’s propofal was not rejeffed, * 
but, by a decree, poffponed to the next diet of the empire^. 

Some authors allege, that Maximilian at firfl: intended the 
crown for Ferdinand his other grandfon ; but that he was 
perfuaded to prefer Charles, as a prince who, by the vaft ex- 
tent of his dominions, would be more able to mmntain the 
fplendor of the houfe of Avjlria, and fupport the dignity of 
-the empire 

The emperor did hot long furvive the end of thi^diet: for Repairs te 
having repaired to Infprutk, in Ofder to take furtherkeafurls Infpruck, 
for the ele6fion of Charles, fie was attacked by a flaw fever, isjeixed 
whjph, in order to diflipate by change o^air, he embarked *^lth afe^ 
upon the Inn for Aujiria. On his anival at the town of 
Wells, thefever augmenting, he endeavoured to expel it by ^"ich he 
violent cxercife; but one day returning from the chace, he 
ate a great quantity of melons, in order to affuagqhis thir/1, A. D- 
and having afterwards taken^a medicine unfeafonibly, his i^iq. 
diforder, wkfch was before intermittent, changed into a con- 
tinujil fe^r^ and a violent dyfentery enfuing, he died in the 
60th yeaiK^his age He was, in confequence of his own 
delire, intfrred at Nrwftadt in /iiijiria. He gave dire( 51 ions 
. on his death-bed touching his body, which was neither cm- 
^ * 

in. tom. iii. p. 6. ^ Hei 8| Hift. deTEmpire, 
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balmed nor embowdled, but the cavities were filled up with 
quick Ume. 

Hb was a prince of a very agreeable appearance, fober^ 
quiet, and fo modlft, that he was never ieen naked by any of 
his attendants. Hclhad a paffion for Icttors, a fprightly 
imagination, and w« particularly addifted to poetry. His 
memory was fo tenmous, that he never forgot the name c£ 
any man, whom h/ had once feen or heard mentioned, dur- 
ing the whole coune of his life. In his youth he had ap- 
plied himfelf to the warlike exercifes $ he handled his arms 
with great dexterity, and no perlbn excelled him inhorfeman- 
ihip. He was patient in fuffering hunger and fatigue, per- 
fonally brave, liberal (R), magnificent, afihble, and oblig- 
ing. Ble reformed the military difcipline among his foldiers 
with large mufkets and long pike*?, and made feveral new 
military laws and regulations. But his pafSou for the chace 
he indulged even to the prejudice of his affairs, which he 
often negleftcd for the enjoyment of that favourite exercife : 
in the courfc of which, he ufed to purfue on horfeback the 
.wild goats and other game among the rocks of the Tyro/, 
.with fuch temerity, that the inhabitants of thofe countries 
were often obliged to lower him down with cords, half dead 
with hunger, from frightful precipices, among which he had 
. engaged himfelf. Yet, with all thefe good qualities, he was 
inconfiant, irrefolote, and fo profufe, that, by fquandering 
away the money which ought to have been otherwife em- 
ployed, a great many of his moil impe^nnt af&irs mifeae*^ 
lied, aii4 his reign makes but an inmiSu-ent figure in the 
iunds tf the empire ® (S).t 

^ « Guic. lib. xiii. 


(R) His liberality, or rather 
his profuhon, involved him in 
numberlefs difEculties and dif* 
graces, becaufe he was often, by 
want o&4noney, obliged toa-< 
bandoii enterprizes of very pro-^ 
mifing afpeft Yet, notwith- 
ilanding all thefe neceiHties, he 
would never encroach upon the 
gold, filver, and jewels, which 
had been left by his own father, 
his father-in' law, ai^d his grand- 
fire. Thefe he preferved as a 
facred treafure, very little to the 
credit of his fagacity (i ). 


(S) Max%milian\ firft 
was Mary of Burgundy, wl\o 
died of a fall from her borfe, 
when (he was big with her third 
child. He afterwards married 
by proxy the and heir- 

efs of Francis, dlxlB of Brittany \ 
but this marriagci^p never con- 
fummated, for tlil^mfons men- 
tioned above. HiC third match 
was with Blancbi Maria Bfotw, 
dai^hter of Galea^o Maria, 
duke of Miltm, whc^^g^iJMe- 
xfiakeris f^^* jPlU^^S^ojIpil* 
dren, and bj^e herbeaftbe- 


(i) Rtmarf. fur Hetfs, iiv, iii. c, 
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taufe fhe was defpifed by the 
emperor, and was buried in the 
monaftery of S tarns in Auftria, 
Towards the latter part of his 
life, Maximilian on the point 
of marrying Amty daughter of 
Vlaiijlaus^ king of Bohemia ; 
but he was diiTuaded from this 
fcheme, and the princtfs was 
given in marriage to his grand- 
Ion Ferdinand. Of his children 
by Mary of Burgundy, Marga- 
ret alone now furvived. She 
had been Aril of all betrothed to 
Charles VIII, of France', but 
being lefufed, and fent back to 
her father, Hie was married to 
the infant John, fon of Ferdinand 
and Ifahdla : he dying a few 
months after the marriage, (he 
was again contracted to Fhili- 
hert, duke of ^anjoy, who died 
before the nuptials could be con- 
fummated. As for her brother 
Philip, the emperor’s elded fon, 
he died twelve years before his 
father, leaving by Jane, daugh- 
ter of Ferdinand and Ijabella, 
fix children, naosol^, Charles, 
v/ho fucceeded his grand-father 


Maximilian in the imptre i Fer- 
dinand, and four daughters, the 
eldeilof whom, Elewora, mar- 
ried Emanifi, king of Portugaif 
by whpm pe had one daughter, 
and afterwards Francis I. of 
France, t(\ whom (he bore no 
children, iler hder Ifahella was 
wife to Chfijliern, king of Den- 
mark^ Sweden^ and Norway, 
who was expelled from his do> 
minions for his tyranny. Phi- 
lip's third daughter was Mary^ 
matched with Lewis, king of 
Hungary, by whom (he had no 
children, and after his death (lie 
obtained the government of the 
Low Countries, The fourth \vas 
a podhumous child called Ca- 
therine, who was married to 
John III. king of PortugaL 
Maximilian had befides a foa 
called Francis^ born at Brujjfels, 
who died within a year after his 
birth. He moreover left eight 
natural children of both fexes ; 
the Tons he promoted to honour- 
able employments, the daughters 
he matched to perfons of the 
fird quality. ^ 
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